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CONSTITUTION. 


Articlk  I.  This  Society  shall  be  known  as  the  Prison  Associatiov  of 

Nzw  YOEK. 


Akt.  II.  Its  objects  shall 

1.  The  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  prisoners,  whether  detained  for  trial, 
or  finally  convicted,  or  as  witnesses. 

2.  The  improreraent  of  Prison  Discipline,  and  the  Goremment  of  PrNom, 
whether  for  Cities,  Counties,  or  States. 

3.  The  support  and  encouragement  of  reformed  conyicts  after  their  &- 
charge,  by  affording  them  the  means  of  obtaining  an  honest  lirelihood,  and 
sustaining  them  in  their  efforts  at  reform. 

Akt.  III.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  four  Vice- 
Presidents,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Treasurer, 
and  the  following  Committees,  viz. :  A  Finance  Committee,  a  Committee  on 
Detentions,  a  Committee  on  Discipline,  and  a  Committee  on  Discharged 
ConTKts. 

Art.  IV.  The  officers  named  in  the  preceding  article  shall  constitute  an 
Executire  Committee,  who  shall  choose  one  of  their  number  to  be  Chairman 
thereof. 

Art.  V.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  once  in  each  month,  and 
keep  regular  minutes  of  their  procoedings.  They  shall  have  a  general  super- 
mtendence  and  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  and  shall  annually  repent 
to  the  Society  all  their  proceedings,  and  such  other  matters  as  shall  be  likely 
to  advance  the  ends  of  the  Association. 

Art.  VI.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  in  the  City  of  New  York,  at  such 
time  and  place  as  the  Executive  Committee  shall  appoint,  and  at  such  other 
times  as  the  President,  or  in  hb  absence  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall 
designate. 

Art.  VII.  Any  person  contributing  annually  to  the  funds  of  the  Association, 
•hall,  during  such  contribution,  be  a  member  thereof.  A  contribution  of  S500 
shall  constitute  a  life  Patron ; — a  contribution  of  $100  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  for  life ; — and  a  contribution  of  $25  shall  constitute  a 
member  of  the  Association  for  life.  Honorary  and  corresponding  members 
may  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  ComnViUjBe. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Art.  VIII.  A  Female  Department  shall  be  formed,  consisting  of  such 
females  as  shall  be  selected  by  the  Executire  Committee,  who  shall  have  charge 
of  the  interest  and  wel&re  of  prisoners  of  their  sex,  mider  such  regulations  as 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  adopt. 

Art.  IX.  The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  chosen  annuaUy  at  the 
annual  meeting,  at  which  time  such  persons  may  be  elected  honorary  mem- 
bers as  shall  have  rendered  essential  service  to  the  cause  of  Prison  Discipline. 

Art.  X.  Any  Society  having  the  same  objects  in  view  may  become  auxiliary 
to  this  Associatbn  by  contributing  to  its  funds  and  co-operating  with  it. 

Art.  XI.  The  Executhre  Committee  shall  have  power  to  add  to  any  of  the 
Stmnding  Committee  such  persons  as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  likely  to  promote 
the  objects  of  the  Society,  and  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  may 
occur  in  any  of  the  offices  of  the  Association,  intermediate  the  annual  meetings. 

Art.  XII.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of 
the  Society,  at  any  meeting  thereof,  provided  notice  of  the  amendment  has 
oeM  fifto  at  the  next  preceding  meeting. 


BY-LAWS. 


I. — There  shall  be  a  stated  meeting  of  tlie  Executive  Committee  on  the 
Fomth  Monday  of  each  month,  and  a  special  meeting  shall  be  held  at  any  time, 
on  the  requisition  of  one  of  the  Standing  Committees,  or  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Executire  Committee. 

II. — ^At  every  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  stated  as  specU^  tlM 
attendance  of  seven  members  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

III. — ^The  order  of  business  at  every  stated  meeting  shall  be  os  follows  : 

1.  The  reading  and  adoption  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  preceding  meeting. 

2.  Keports  from  the  Standing  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
named  in  the  Constitutbn  of  the  Society. 

3.  Keports  from  Female  Department. 

4.  Keport  from  Corresponding  Secretary. 

5.  Reports  from  Special  Conunittees. 

6.  Motions  and  Resolutions. 

The  business  first  in  order  at  a  special  meeting,  shall  be  the  subject  for  tlM 
consideration  of  which  the  meeting  shall  have  been  called,  and  no  other  subject 
shaD  be  brought  before  the  meeting,  except  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of 
the  members  present.  ^.■' 

IV. — The  Chairman  shall  nominate  and  appoint  all  Special  Committees,  and 
no  person  nominated  by  him  shall  be  excused,  imless  upon  reasons  assigned  by 
hun  that  shall  be  approved  by  the  meeting ;  but  a  Chairman  pro.  tem.  shall  not 
have  such  power  unless  authorized  by  the  meeting. 

V. — ^The  Chairman  shall  decide  aU  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  appeal, 
and  the  rules  of  order  shall  be  the  same,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable,  as  those 
of  die  Honse  of  Assembly  in  the  Legislature  of  New  York. 

VI. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Finance  Committee, 

1.  To  receive  and  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  all  moneys 
received,  either  as  donations  or  for  memberships. 

2.  To  audit  and  direct  the  payment  of  all  bills  against  the  Society,  in  such 
manner  and  ftrm  as  they  shall  direct ;  but  no  bill  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer, 
miless  approved  by  die  Committee,  and  countersigned  by  the  Chaiiman  thereof. 

3.  To  unrest  and  control  the  snrphig  moneys  of  the  Society  imd«c  tba  «qB3do« 
*itf  si  die  Exeeatire  Conmuttee, 


BT-LAW8 

4.  To  have  power  under  the  same  authority,  to  employ  one  or  more  agents 
to  obtain  members,  and  collect  subscriptions  to  the  Society ;  and  it  shall  be 
their  duty  to  make  a  report  at  each  monthly  meeting  of  their  proceedings,  and 
those  of  their  agents. 

5.  To  annually  examine  and  report  upon  the  Treasurer*s  accounts,  and  to 
audit  the  same. 

VJI. — The  following  shall  be  the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Detentions. 

1.  To  inquire  into  the  causes  of  commitment  of  all  persons  detained  for  trial, 
or  ns  witnesses  in  any  of  the  Prisons  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn, 
and  to  adopt  proper  measures  for  procuring  the  discharge  of  such  as  shall  appear 
to  be  entitled  thereto. 

2.  To  visit  frequently  the  prisons  under  their  charge,  and  to  endeavour  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  prisoners  : — by  training  them  to  habits  of  cleanli- 
ness and  exercise  ;  by  securing  to  tliem  comfortable  accommodations,  having  a 
regard  to  space,  light,  and  temperature :  by  procuring  for  them  suitable  em- 
ployment :  by  providing  them  with  books,  or  other  means  of  mental  occupation : 
by  securing  such  a  separation  and  classification  as  shall  preserve  the  young,  the 
iimocent,  and  the  less  hardened  from  the  contaminating  intercourse  of  the  more 
depraved :  by  obtaining  for  them  honest  and  able  legal  advice ;  and  generally 
by  bringing  all  practical,  moral,  and  religious  influences  to  o  ierate  upon  their 
minds. 

VIIl. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Discharged  Convicts, 

1.  To  keep  an  office  in  the  central  part  of  the  City  of  New  York,  where  dis- 
charged prisoners  may  apply  for  aid  and  advice. 

2.  To  keep  a  record  of  all  commitments  to  our  State  Prisons,  and  New  York 
and  Kings  County  Prisons — of  the  crime  of  which  each  person  was  convicted, 
of  the  date  of  his  commitment  and  discharge,  and  all  other  important  informa- 
tiim  thereto  appertaining. 

3.  To  open  a  correspondence  with  the  Prison  Agents  or  Supcrintendants, 
relative  to  tlie  character  and  trades  of  prisoners,  and  to  ascertain  previous  to  the 
discharge  of  each  prisoner,  his  feelings,  views,  and  capabilities,  with  a  view  to 
making  the  best  arrangements  for  his  future  employment. 

4.  To  keep  a  record  of  all  persons  who  will  employ  discharged  prisoners,  and 
of  their  several  occupations ;  to  procure  employment  for  prisoners,  applying 

-  therefor,  as  seems  best  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  each ;  to  hold  a  correspond- 
ence with  employers,  to  keep  a  record  of  the  behaviour  and  prospects  of  those 
for  whom  places  are  obtained,  that  they  may  be  sustained  and  encouraged  with 
the  idea,  tliat  a  continual  friendly  interest  is  felt  for  them. 

5.  To  endeavour  to  procure  suitable  boarding  places  for  the  discharged  prison- 
ers, where  they  will  not  bo  exposed  to  corrupting  influences ;  taking  cnre  not 
to  have  more  thnn  one  in  a  place  when  it  can  be  avoided. 

6.  To  see  that  the  prisoners  are  provided  with  suitable  clothing,  of  a  kind  that 
will  not  attract  attention,  and  point  them  out  as  c6nvict8. 

IX. — The  general  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Prison  Discipline  shall  be  the 
rapervision  o^he  internal  organization  and  management  of  the  prisons  in  which 
cODvictB  are  confined,  embracing  the  moral  and  physical  influences  to  be  exerted 
ao  tbeprisoDen  daring  their  con^n^ment. 
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This  duty  shall  be  comprised  under  the  following  general  heads  : 

Health — Under  which  shall  be  included  Diet,  Dress,  Cleanliness,  Warming 
of  Prisons,  Ventilation,  Exercise,  Modes  of  Employment,  Insanity,  and  Med 
ical  Treatment  generally. 

Reformaiion — Including  the  Classification  of  prisoners  according  to  age,  sex, 
physical  condition,  character,  and  numbers ;  Instruction,  religious  and  ordinary ; 
Moral  treatment,  Isolation,  and  Intercourse ;  Rewards  and  Punishments ;  the 
Visitation  of  Friends,  and  Pardons. 

Financial  System — Embracing  convict  labour,  Prison  revenues  and  expenses. 

Administ ration  and  Supervision — Comprising  the  mode  of  appointing  officers, 
their  qualifications,  duties,  abuse  of  their  powers,  and  the  internal  police  regula- 
^ns  of  prisons. 

Comparison  of  Prison  Systems  and  Reforms — Including  the  collection  of 
works  and  reports,  correspondence  with  other  Societies,  superintendance  of 
priaons,  and  persons  interested  in  prison  discipline.  The  collection  of  statistics. 
Visitation — The  visiting  of  State,  County,  and  City  Prisons,  including 
Houses  for  the  reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  at  such  periods  and  in  such 
manner  as  the  Committee  may,  from  time  to  time,  determine. 

X^ — Each  Standing  Committee  shaU  have  power  to  appoint  its  own  Chair- 
OMO  and  Secretary,  and  to  divide  itself  into  as  many  sub-committees  as  it. may 
deem  proper,  and  each  Committee  shall  make  a  report  of  its  proceedings  at 
each  stated  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

XI. — The  Recording'  Secretary  shall  be  the  Secretary  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  keep  the  minutes  ot  the  proceedings  ot 
the  Committees,  to  record  them  in  a  book  te  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and 
to  give  due  notice  of  all  meetings  of  the  Committee. 

XII. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Standing  Committee  to  report  to  each 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  number  of  meetings  held, 
and  the  names  of  the  members  attending  at  each. 

XIII. — If  it  shall  appear  from  the  report  of  any  Standing  Committee,  that 
any  member  has  not  attended  any  one  of  these  meetings  during  the  preceding 
three  months,  the  member  so  neglecting  to  attend  shall,  if  no  satisfactory  ex- 
cuse be  offered,  be  deemed  to  have  resigned  ns  n  member  of  such  Committee, 
and  the  Executive  Committee  may  proceed  to  appoint  another  in  his  place. 

XIV. — No  person  shall  be  added  as  a  member  to  any  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees, unless  the  Committee  to  which  he  is  to  be  added  shall  have  rcftorted 
his  name  at  a  preceding  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  ond  shall  have 
stated  that  the  member  so  proposed  has  consented  to  serve.  No  person,  so 
proposed,  shall  be  elected  as  a  member  unless  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  all 
the  members  present ;  and  every  such  election  shall  be  made  by  ballot,  unless 
by  unanimous  consent  the  ballot  be  dispensed  with. 

XV. — There  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee  of  Ladies  for  the  Female  De- 
portment, the  members  of  which  shall  be  selected  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  shall  have  charge  of  the  interests  and  welfare  of  persons  of  \K«\t 
own  aex,  noder  8uch  regaktiooB  u  the  Executive  ComnuUee  vdk^  \R^*^t^:)^ 


BT-LAW8. 

or  tbey  themselves,  with  the  approbatbii  of  the  Executive  Committee,  may 
•dopt  Such  Committee  shall  have  power  to  elect  its  own  officers,  and  when 
organized,  shall  be  placed  in  all  respects  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other 
Standing  Committees  of  the  Executive  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  increase 
of  their  numbers. 

XVI.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  of  each  of  the  Standing  Committees  when 
required^  and  shall  report  the  same  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Committee, 
and  shall  record  the  same  in  books  to  be  procured  for  that  purpose. 

XVII< — The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Correspond* 
ing  Secretary,  shall  be  members  ex-officio  of  all  the  Standing  Committees. 

XVIII. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  safely  all  moneys 
deposited  with  him  by  the  Finance  Committee,  to  pay  over  the  same  in  such 
manner  and  at  such  time  as  the  Finance  Committee  shall  direct,  and  to  give 
•uch  security  for  the  &ithful  discharge  of  his  duty  as  that  Committee  shall 
require. 

XIX. — No  alteration  in  these  by-laws  shall  be  made,  except  a  notice  of  the 
proposed  amendment  shall  have  been  ghren  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Execn* 
tive  ComButtee« 


AN  ACT 

TO  INCORPORATE  THE  PRISON  ASSOCIATION  OF  NEW  YORK. 
PASSED  MAY  9,  1846,  BY  A  TWO-THIRD  VOTE. 


Tk*  PeoflU  of  the  6tatt  of  New  Yorkt  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact 
asfoOovs: 

i  I.  All  sach  persons  as  now  are  and  hereafter  shall  become  members  to  the  said 
AMOcaation  parsuant  to  the  constitution  thereof,  shall  and  are  hereby  constitated  a 
body  corporate  by  the  name  of  The  Prison  Association  of  Nkw  York,  and  by  that 
name  hove  the  powers  that  by  the  third  title  of  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  the  first  part 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  are  declared  to  belong  to  every  corporation ;  and  shall  be  ca- 
«pable  of  pmtihasing,  holding,  and  conveying  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  for  the  use 
of  said  corporation.  Provided,  that  such  real  estate  shall  never  exceed  the  yearly 
value  of  ten  thnnaand  dollars,  nor  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose  than  those  for 
which  this  corporation  is  formed. 

$  2.  The  estate  and  concerns  of  said  corporation  shall  be  managed  and  conducted 
by  its  Execative  Committee,  in  conformity  to  the  constitution  of  the  said  corporation; 
ind  the  following  articles  that  now  form  the  constitation  of  the  Association  shall  con- 
timie  tt>  be  the  fondamental  laws  and  constitation  thereof,  subject  to  alteration  iu  iho 
mode  therein  prescribed. 

ARTICLE  I. 
Tbo  objects  of  the  Association  shall  be — 

1.  The  amelioration  of  &e  condition  of  prisoners,  whether  detained  for  trial,  or 
finally  convicted,  or  as  witnesses. 

2.  The  improvement  of  prison  discipline,  and  the  government  of  prisons,  whether 
for  cities,  counties,  or  states. 

S.  The  sapport  and  encouragement  of  reformed  convicts  after  their  discharge,  by 
aSbrding  tfaem  the  means  of  obtaining  an  honest  livelihood,  and  sustaining  them  in 
their  effiirtF  at  ralorm. 

ARTICLE  n. 

The  officers  of  the  society  shall  be  a  President,  four  Vice-Presidents,  a  Reoordrog 
Secretaxy,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Treasm^r,  and  there  shall  be  the  follow- 
ing committees,  viz :  a  Finance  Committee,  a  Committee  on  Detentions,  a  Committee 
OB  DiwipUne,  a  Committee  on  Discharged  Convicts,  and  an  Execative  Committee. 

ARTICLE  m. 
Ttw  officers  named  in  the  preceding  article  shall  be  ez-offido  members  of  the  Eir 
ecotive  Committee,  who  shall  choose  one  of  theur  number  to  be  claaarman  \h«n^. 


ACT   OF   INCORPORATIOlf. 


ARTICLE  IV. 


The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  once  in  each  month,  and  keep  regular  nmratn 
of  their  proceedingi.    They  shall  have  a  general  superintendence  and  direction  of  the 
of  the  society,  and  shall  annually  report  to  the  society  all  their  proceedings,  and 
ih  other  matters  as  shall  be  likely  to  advance  the  ends  of  the  Assoaation. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  society  sliall  meet  annually  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at  soch  time  and  place  aa 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  appoint,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  President,  or.  lu 
hii  absence,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall  designate. 

ARTICLE  VL 

Any  person  contributing  annually  to  the  funds  of  the  Association,  shall,  daring  such 
contribution,  be  a  member  thereof.  A  contribution  of  five  hundred  dollars  shall  con- 
■titate  a  life  patron ;  a  contribution  of  one  hundred  dollars  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  for  life ;  and  a  contribution  of  twenty-five  dollars  shall  constitute 
1  member  of  the  Association  for  life.  Honorary  and  corresponding  members  may 
firom  time  to  time  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

ARTICLE  Vn. 

A  Female  Department  shall  be  formed,  consistmg  of  sndi  females  as  shall  be  selected 
by  the  Executive  Committee,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  interest  and  wel&re  of 
priionen  of  their  sex,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Executive  Conunittee  shall  adopt 

ARTICLE  Vni. 

Hie  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  chosen  annually  at  the  annual  meeting,  at 
which  time  such  persons  may  be  elected  honorary  members  as  shall  have  rendered 
enential  service  to  the  cause  of  prison  discipline. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Any  society  having  the  same  objects  in  view  may  become  auxiliary  to  this  Aaocia* 
tkm  by  contributing  to  its  funds,  and  co-operating  with  it 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  add  to  any  of  the  standing  committees 
SQch  persous  as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  likely  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  society ; 
and  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  may  occur  in  any  of  the  offices  of  the 
Association,  intermediate  the  annual  meetings. 

ARTICLE  XL 

This  constitutkm  may  be  amended  by  a  vote  of  the  majcnity  of  the  society,  at  any 
meetmg  thereof,  provided  notice  of  the  amendment  has  been  given  at  the  next  pre- 
ceding meeting. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  current  year  under  the  constitution  shall  continue  to  be 
the  officertt  thereof  untD  others  shall  be  duly  chosen  in  their  places. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  that  no  manager  of  said  society  shall  receive  any 
«HD}/7ei2«8tJon  for  his  services. 


ACT   OF   IWOORFORATIOK. 

I  3.  The  laid  Ezeoative  Committee  shall  have  power  to  establish  a  Woik-House  in 
die  coanty  of  New  York,  and  iu  their  discretion  to  receive  and  take  into  the  said  Woik- 
Hoose  all  such  persons  as  shall  be  taken  np  and  committed  as  vagrants  or  disorderly 
persons,  in  said  city,  as  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  or  the  Court  of 
Special  Sessions,  or  the  Coort  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  in  said  coanty,  or  any  Police 
Magistrate,  or  the  Conamissioner  of  the  Alms  House,  may  deem  proper  objects;  and 
the  said  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  same  powers  to  keep,  detun,  employ,  and 
govern  the  said  persons,  as  arc  now  by  law  conferred  on  the  keepers  of  the  Bridewell 
or  Penitentiary  in  said  city. 

$  4.  The  said  Executive  Committee  may  from  time  to  time  make  by-laws,  ordinances, 
and  regulations,  reUtive  to  the  management  and  disposition  of  the  estate  and  concerns 
of  said  Association,  and  the  management,  government,  instruction,  discipline,  and  em- 
ployment of  the  perK>ns  so  as  aforesaid  committed  to  tho  said  Work-House,  not  contrary 
to  law,  as  they  may  deem  proper ;  and  may  appoint  such  officers,  agents,  and  servants, 
as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  transact  the  business  of  the  said  Association,  and  may 
designate  their  duties.  And  the  said  Executive  Committoe  shall  make  an  annual  report 
to  the  Legislature,  and  to  tho  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  of  the  number  of 
persons  received  by  them  into  the  said  Work-House,  the  disposition  which  shall  be 
made  of  them  by  instructing  or  employing  them  therein,  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  said  Executive  Committee,  and  generally  all  such  fiicts  and  particulars  as  may  exhibit 
the  operations  of  the  said  Association. 

i  5.  The  said  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power,  during  the  minority  of  any  of 
the  persons  so  committed  to  the  said  Work-House,  to  bind  out  the  said  persons,  so  being 
minors  as  aforesaid,  as  apprentices  or  servants,  with  their  consent,  daring  their  minority, 
to  such  persons,  and  at  such  places,  to  learn  such  proper  trades  and  employments,  as  in 
their  judgment  will  be  most  oondncive  to  dieir  reformation  and  amendment,  and  future 
benefit  and  advantage  of  such  persons. 

t  6.  The  said  Executive  Committee,  by  such  oommitteea  as  they  shall  from  time  to 
time  appoint,  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  to  visit,  inspect,  and  examine, 
all  the  prisons  in  the  State,  and  annually  report  to  the  Legislatare  their  state  and  oon- 
ditkm,  and  all  snch  other  things  in  regard  to  them  as  may  enable  the  Legislature  to 
perfect  their  government  and  discipline.  And  to  enable  ^em  to  execute  the  powen 
and  perform  the  duties  hereby  granted  and  imposed,  they  shall  possess  all  the  powese 
and  authority  that  by  the  twenty4burth  section  of  title  first,  chapter  third,  part  fourth, 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  are  vested  in  the  Inspectors  of  County  Prisons;  and  the 
duties  of  the  keepers  of  each  prison  that  they  may  examine,  shaU  be  the  same  in  xelft" 
tion  to  them  as  in  the  section  aforesaid  are  imposed  ou  the  keepers  of  such  prisons  in 
relation  to  the  Inspectors  thereof.  Provided^  that  no  such  examination  or  inspection 
of  any  prison  shall  be  made  until  an  order  for  that  purpose  to  be  granted  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  this  State,  or  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  by  a  Vice  Chancel- 
lor ot  Circuit  Judge,  or  by  the  first  Judge  of  the  county  in  which  the  prison  to  be 
examined  shall  be  situate,  shall  first  have  been  had  and  obtained,  which  order  shall 
specify  the  name  of  the  prison  to  be  examined,  the  names  of  the  persons  members  of 
the  said  Association  by  whom  the  examination  is  to  be  made,  and  the  time  within 
which  the  same  must  be  condnded. 

State  of  New  York, 
In  Sknate,  May  8th,  1846. 

This  bill  having  been  read  the  third  time,  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to 
the  Senate  voting  in  fiivor  thereof. 
Resolved,  That  tlie  bill  do  pass. 
By  Older  of  the  Senate,  A.  GARDINER.  PresidenL   . 


ACT    OP    IlfCORPORATIOlf. 

State  of  New  York, 
In  Assembly,  April  24th,  1846. 

This  bin  baring  been  read  the  third  time,  and  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected 
to  the  Assembly  voting  in  fiivor  thereof: 
Eetdvedf  That  the  bill  do  pass. 
Bj  order  of  the  Assembly,  WM.  C.  CRAIN,  Speaker 

Approved  this  9th  day  of  May,  1846.  SILAS  WEIGHT. 


State  of  New  York, 
Skcrxtart*8  Oppice. 

I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  an  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do 

certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the  whole  of  said  original. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereanto  affixed  the  seal  of  this  office  at  tho  city  of 

Albany,  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

•ndibrty-«jL 

ABCH'D.  CAMPBELL, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


RiTisiD  Statotis,  Part  JTV.,  Chap.  3,  Title  1. 

$24.  It  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  keepers  of  each  of  the  said  prisons,  to  admit  the 
■dd  inspectors,  or  any  one  of  them,  into  ereiy  part  of  such  prison ;  to  exhibit  to  them 
Ott  dewmnd,  all  the  books,  papers,  docnments,  and  accounts,  pertaining  to  the  prison, 
cr  to  the  detention  of  the  persons  confined  therein ;  and  to  render  them  every  other 
iKaUty  in  their  power,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  the  duties  above  prescribed.  And 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  necessary  information,  to  enable  them  to  make  such 
veport  as  is  above  required,  the  said  inspectors  shall  have  power  to  examine  on  oath. 
to  be  administered  by  either  of  the  said  inspectors,  any  of  the  officers  of  the  said  pri- 
•ons,  and  to  converse  with  any  of  the  prisoners  confined  therein,  without  the  presence 
flf  die  keepers  tibereof,  or  any  of  them. 


18  LBTTUUS   TO   COMMITTEE    OF   ABRANOBMBNT8. 

FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  ELECT. 

Albany,  23d  Deeemberf  1846. 
To  Messrs.  Jobm  D.  Russ,  and  otken, 

Conmittee,  etc.,  of  the  New  York  Pri$o%  Discipline  Society. 

OiHTLiMKN : — I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter  inviting  me  to  attend  the 
amuversary  meeting  of  yoor  Society,  but  not  till  the  evening  of  the  2l8t  inst. 

It  woold  have  given  me  mach  pleasure  to  have  been  with  yon,  bat  my  engagements 
woold  have  precluded  it,  had  I  received  your  letter  in  time. 

Yoa  have  my  beat  wishes  for  your  prosperity  in  the  great  cause  of  humanity  in  which 
you  are  engaged,  and  the  assurance  of  my  personal  regard. 

I  am,  gentlenen,  rerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  YOUNG. 


FROM  EX-GOVERNOR  SEWARD. 

AuBV&N,  December  I4tk,  1846. 

ChBRTLUiiii  :•— 'You  flatter  me  by  inviting  rae  to  instruct  you  on  the  aniversary  of  your 
Society.  I  am  only  a  pupil  of  your  own.  If  I  should  suggest  anything,  it  would  be  that 
yoa  do  not  let  the  reform  of  prisons  lose  the  just  and  necessary  aid  of  the  State  by  being 
■epanted  fixnn  kindred  reformations.  The  great  philosopher  who  wrote  on  the  ad- 
WHsement  of  learning  said:  " Let  it  be  a  rule,  that  all  partitions  of  knowledge  be 
•ooepCed  rather  for  lines  and  veins  than  for  sections  and  separations;  and  that  the  con- 
immann  and  salirtfies*  of  knowledge  be  preserved."  So  it  must  be  with  all  the  enter- 
prisea  of  tbe  age  for  meliorating  the  conditbn  of  society.  *'  These  things  ought  ye  to 
hafe  done,  and  not  to  have  left  the  other  undone,"  is  aii  instruction  as  just  in  politica 
as  it  la  in  leli^^oD. 

Yon  aik  me,  gentlemen,  to  cheer  and  encoqrage  you.  Such  encouragement  can 
cnly  be  derived  from  the  inflexible  purpose  of  doing  good  amid  much  unavoidable  mis- 
•fprebeoaion  and  reproach.  For  there  is  nothing  immediately  attractive  to  society 
kk  wymptfixy  for  offimders  who  have  endangered  its  safe^  and  disturbed  its  peace. 
Hmnaiiity  to  oonvicts  is  eminently  cooaervative  in  its  operation.  But  no  man  can 
iufoke  hmnaBity  for  the  oonvict  without  being  suqiected  of  a  bad  ambition,  and 
BO  man  ean  alleviate  die  punishment  of  the  criminal  without  drawing  upon  him- 
idf  die  anger  of  those  who  derive  peraonal  satisfoction  from  the  inflictions  of  social 
joitioe.  Our  boly  religkm  makes  no  distinction  among  the  prisoners  whom  it  exgoina 
«■  to  Tisit.  Yomr  experience  has  tanght  you  that  such  miniitratbns  bless  those  who 
them  even  more  dun  those  who  receive  them,  and  yon  are  sure  of  ultimate 


An  Of^etliorpe,  a  Howard,  aad  a  Claiksan,  have  gained  immortal  names  on  eardi  by 
laboi*  sfanilar  to  yean;  and  CfaristiBni^  is  a  fimd,  if  the  charity  which  b^eveth  all 
iUa^  Iwpedi  all  dungs,  endnrelfa  aQ  things,  and  withal  vannteth  not  itsel(  cannot 
flpan  die  gatea  of  heaven. 

I  am,  gentleDeii, 

Widi  many  thaiyn  tat  your  kind  remembrsnce, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
JoRir  D.  Ross, 


John  W.  Eoicoiins, 
JoBH  H.  Griscom, 

ItllAIL  RUSSXLL, 

Cyrus  Curtis, 
GioRtft  Hall, 


>  Committee  of  JrremgmnonUt  etc.,  etc. 


UnTEEt  TO  COMMITTBB    OF   ARRANOBVEllTg.  19 

FBOM  THE  BOSTON  80CIRTY  FOR  AIDING  DI8CHAB6ED  CONVICTS. 

Boston,  23  Co%H-§trtet,  \^k  December,  1846. 

JoHH  D.  Rvss,  Efq.,  15  Centre  itreet,  New  Yoik. 

DiAii  6x11 : — ^In  reply  to  your  fiivor  of  the  9th  ioftuit,  I  am  reqnefCed  to  acknowledgo 

joDT  kind  inTitntkm,  and  ny  in  behalf  of  the  Botton  Society  for  Aiding  Diachazged 

CoDvictB,  who  met  diia  morning  to  choose  delegates  to  co-opeptte  with  yoa,  it  waa 

agreed  that  Walter  Channing,  M.  D.,  Esq.,  **  President,"  Rev.  Lonis  Dwight,  D.  D., 

"Vice  Preadent,"  John  A.  Anchew,  **  Treaaarer/'  and  myself,  woold  do  oarsrivea  tiie 

pleaaore,  and  accept  your  kind  invitation,  and  shall  leave  Boston  on  Monday  aftemoev, 

at  4  o'clock. 

Toon,  reapectfblly, 

WILLIAM  W.  WILSON, 

Agent  of  ike  Boeton.  S^eietffor  Aidimg  Dieekmrgtd  Comoiete* 


FBOM  THE  PHILADELPHIA  SOCIETY. 

PnLi.0KLPHiA,  Decewtier  IMk,  1846. 

To  TBB  OmCBRS  AMD  MeMBEIIS  OF  THK  NxW  YOKK  PrISON  AsaOCIATIOH. 

IsarBCTBD  FmiBMDS :— The  Philadelphia  Society  for  Alleviating  the  Miaariea  ef  Pdblfe 
MsBM^  gratelblly  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  kind  and  coorteoaa  iBvitntami  to 
attend  the  anniversary  meeting  of  year  benevolent  and  oseial  Asaociatioo,  la  be  Md  in 
Ike  eity  of  New  York  on  the  23&d  of  this  oaonth.  They  have  accoidingly  appotatad 
three  ^  dwir  offioeia  to  procoed  to  your  city  to  congratalato  and  ooonsel  witfi  ya«v 
mmuitj.  Prof.  C.  p.  Cleveland,  and  Wm.  P.  Foolke,  and  George  W.  South,  Eaqra. 

They  havo  heard  with  inereaaed  gnlifioation  the  retail  of  yoor  aeakiuB  labo^  in 
dba  improveaaent  of  prisona,  and  in  the  attention  to  prisoners  after  their  diaohmga. 
FaDow4aboren  in  the  aame  eanse,  they  trwt  thai  yoor  efforts  wmj  oontimia  to  be 
proaeented  with  energy,  and  be  crowned  with  snooeaa. 

The  9epMrmiiam  of  prieoners  fiooi  contaminating  infloenoea,  and  carefully  tmiamg 
Ifaem  by  means  of  jndiciona  inatmction,  form  a  portion  of  thediacipliBeofeveiypriaQa 
where  reformation  ia  regarded.  The  Philadelphia  Society  for  AUeviating  tim  Miaeriaa 
if  PnbliePrinni,  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  were  convinced  that  at  evil 
nplB  good  morals,  ao  each  associatiaa  woold  be  deletonoaa  in  an 
within  the  vraUa  of  a  prison.  They  inferred  that  m  career  in  ain  might  be  retarded,  and 
li  many  caaea  temnoated,  by  removing  cm  qfemderfrom  ike  ooeUlf  oftke  wicked^  mod 
aetoeiaUng  kim  exehuioetf  with  ike  itiieUigeiU  emd  oiHwme.  They  have  never  desired^ 
mnch  leas  attempted,  die  aeparation  of  a  prisoner  firom  all  aociety ;  nor  hsa  each  nplM 
aiearbeensaaotiotiedatany  time  by  the  Legislatnre  of  Pennsylvania.  They  are 
that  man,  as  a  aodal  being,  reqnirea  intercourse  with  his  feUownnen,  and  thai  ha 
reqniree  retirement  to  his  "chamber,'^  where  ha  may  oonrarane  with  his  conaoiencn  and 
Ins  Maker  alone.  They  cannot  conceive  that  intarooorse,  either  tmbal,  or  by  aigna,  or 
kMk8,vritfa  a  herd  of  corrupt  convicts,  can  be  beneficial^  fiur  leas  eaaantial  to  eidwr  the 
bodily,  mental,  or  ^iritnal  health  of  a  priaoner  while  in  oonfineoMnt.  They  cannol 
eoneeive  that  aociety  owes  it  asa  dnty  to  convicts  to  introdnoe  them  to  each  other  to 
eompel  tfiem  to  form  an  acqaaintanoe,  which,  once  formed,  may  never  be  forgotten « 
«i  aeqiainlanoe  whieh  may  eztingaish  in  their  aonla  the  last,  small,  lingering  spark  of 
self-respect;  which  faievitably  salijeols  the  penitent  to  the  sad  oonaaqoenoea  of  raeog- 
aitkin,  and  almoat  inevitd>ly  eateblisheein  the  boaom  of  aociety  a  permanent  band  of 
mscipliDed  offenders,  bound  togetiier  by aooaunnnion  or  knowledge  of  tim  paraona  and 
chamder  of  eabh  other. 

Bnni  are  aoow  of  die  rensons  which  indnced  viem  to  iatroduee  ina  8a||MCiSteSiyiMm 
todiefovorabfenolieeif  die  poUie  find  aU  their  nipsMMn  hM  WRiinwl  %iK 
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'  opanoiM.  Tlie  term  toUteny  ooBfinement  has  been  en  imfiirtaiiate  miMomer ;  finr  the 
prieonen  in  well-regolated  prisons  on  the  Separate  System,  have  at  least  as  mach  in- 
lafoomae,  not  indeed  with  each  other,  but  with  those  who  are  appointed  and  permitted 
to  visit  them,  as  may  be  found  in  prisons  on  the  Associated  System ;  and  far  more  than 
is  admitted  to  exist  in  the  Utter  by  many  of  its  supporters.  Where  such  intercourse  is 
Ibond  to  be  insuflicient,  it  must  be  attributed  not  to  an  inherent  and  inseparable  defeet 
in  the  Separate  System,  but  to  defects  in  the  administration,  which  should  be  remedied, 
and  which  they,  as  well  as  your  Association,  unite  in  condemning. 
Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Alleviating  the  Miseries  of  Publio 

GEORGE  C.  GILLIN,  Pteaident. 


Wm.  BiDDLl,  }  a^--,t«ri*. 

Gmbox  W.  SvrrB,  J  »«^'««™^ 


FBOM  DR.  S.  G.  HOWE. 

BosTOir,  Deeemder  21,  1946. 

GiNTLXMsir  t — I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  yoor  invitation  to  attend  the  anniver- 
•ary  meeting  of  the  New  York  Prison  Association  on  the  2dd,  and  I  regret  that  it  wiD 
not  be  in  ray  power  to  avail  rayarif  of  it. 

The  object  of  yoor  Association  is  a  high  and  noUe  one:  I  know  none  more  se. 
While  odiera  are  hurrying  on  the  vanguard  in  the  great  man^  of  humanity,  or  toiling 
to  keep  the  main  body  in  oontmued  progress,  you  are  busy  in  tfae,rear  ranks,  helping 
•n  the  feeble,  comforting  the  helpelss,  and  lending  a  helping  band  tO'tbose  who  have 
been  neglected  or  trodden  down  in  the  unequal  pressure  of  society.  May  your  suoeesa 
be  equal  to  your  merits,  and  your  reward  be  foond  in  the  number  of  those  who,  through 
your  means,  shall  be  lifted  from  die  heU  of  sensualism  to  the  heaven  of  moral  purity. 

If  I  read  aright  the  signs  of  the  times,  a  better  day  is  dawning  upon  that  unfortunate 
ehns  of  oar  feUow-men  who  have  hitherto  furnished  die  materia]  of  the  alras-hoase,  the 
jail,  the  prison,  and  the  gallows.  They  have  always  had  the  sympathy  and  the  aid  of 
good  men;  bat  this  has  not  been  enough  to  bring  about  a  reform  in  their  treatment, 
which  w^  soon  be  effected  by  an  enlightened  setf>interest  on  the  part  of  the  public. 
This  selfjnterest  vriD  soon  be  made  active  by  the  knowledge  that  the  suffering  classes 
the  wretchedly  poor,  the  ignorant,  and  the  criminal,  will  make  every  other  dass  in  the 
eommanky  of  which  they  are  members,  suffer  with  them. 

What  God  has  joined  together,  man  cannot  pat  asunder;  aM  attempts  to  do  this,  to 
isolate  the  degraded  classesy  to  save  society  from  the  eomlaminatioa  of  their  vices,  must 
be  ineffectual;  no  laws  of  raoval  quarantine  can  shut  in  vice,  and  penal  ooloaies  even 
cannot  pot  it  beyond  tiw  pale  of  huBmity. 

When  attention  is  once  tamed  to  criminals^  and  to  the  saliject  of  their  treatment,  it 
will  be  found  that  they  have  been  aeariy  as  much  sinned  against  as  sinning;  that  they 
are,  for  the  most  part,  inheritors  of  a  physical  oigaaixation  which  makes  them  slaves  of 
fampant  viimal  appetites;  that  they  have  but  little  iateUeotoal  light,  and  less  moral 
tnming;  tiHit  they eaanot  help rielating dw Uwer Um$  tf  m0raiiiy-4boti9 w1m<^ gnaivl 
property ;  and  that  they  ace  then  severely  panished  1^  that  very  society  in  which  the 
higher  laws  of  morality  are  ahnost  aniversaUy  violated  with  impunity. 

But  yoQ  are  not  te  undertake  the  reform  of  criminal  legisUoioa,  modi  less  of  those 

wider  institutions  which  nodeilie  the  vices  and  crimes  of  society;  yoor  work  is  with  the 

Discipline  of  Prisons,  and  iu  improvement.    The  doctrine  of  purely  retributtve  justiQe 

M  rapidly  fusing  away,  and  vrith  it  wfll  pass  away,  I  hope,  the  idea  of  any  kind  of 

pamihtrmm  llist  has  not  the  lafbcmationL  of  the  prisoner  in  tiew. 
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One  of  the  fint  effects  of  tfak  will  be,  I  em  nre,  the  deonaae  of  tlie  length  of  mo- 
teooet,  and  the  adoption  of  acnne  means  by  wliieh  the  dwation  and  aeveritf  of  tiie 
impriaonment  may,  in  all  cases,  be  modified  by  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  pria- 
oner.  What  we  want  now,— what  no  system  d»t  I  know  of  offers,  is  the  means  Ibr 
tiaining  tiie  prisoner's  moral  sentiments,  and  his  powers  of  selfgovemment  by  metmai 
txtreUe.  We  may  remove  all  temptation,  and  prevent  him  finom  exerdnng  his  evil 
piopeoBties;  we  may  even,  by  sednsion  and  low  diet,  sobdoe  the  cravings  of  the  paa- 
•ions,  and  pat  them  to  sleep,  like  wild  beasts  in  their  lair;  bat  aniess  we  implant  new 
and  higher  sentiments,  and  give  to  them  strength  by  exercise,  those  passions  will 
become  rampant  again  as  soon  as  the  prisoner  goes  oat  into  tiie  world,  and  make  hioi 
their  victim  more  speedily  than  befiDre.  If  we  keep  a  man  from  crime  for  twenty 
years  by  depriving  ham  of  the  freedom  of  action,  and  if  he  resolve  and  re-resolve  every 
day  in  that  whole  time  to  be  virtnoos,  we  have  no  assuiaiice  that  he  will  not  fidl  beforo 
the  first  temptation. 

It  will  be  difllcQlt  to  contrive  any  system  by  which  any  considerable  amount  of  self^ 
government  can  be  left  to  prisoners,  witiioat  nmning  the  risk  of  their  escape ;  nevev> 
theless,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  impossiUe  to  do  so ;  and  I  believe  there  are  many  who 
might  be  so  trained  as  to  be  left  apon  their  parole  daring  the  last  periods  of  their 
imprisonment,  with  safety,  and  with  great  advantage  to  themselves. 

Bat  I  vrill  not  enter  into  any  details,  nor,  indeed,  trespass  upon  year  time  any  kmger 

thsn  to  assore  yoa  of  the  great  expectations  which  I  have  formed  of  yoar  AfttAriatiffli, 

sad  of  the  sincere  wiriies  which  I  entertain  for  its  saccess. 

Very  foithfolly,  your  firiend, 

8.  O.  HOWE. 
JoHH  D.  Buss,      > 


J.  W.  Edmohos, 
J.  H.  GniscoM, 

ISRAIL  ROSSKLL, 

CTnus  Curtis, 
Oio.  Hall, 
R.B11D, 


CommiUee  of  Arrangementi, 


FBOM  WILLIAM  PARKER  FOULKE. 

Philadelphia,  December  21,  1846. 

QivTLxmii :— I  have  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  yoor  invitation 
to  attend  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Prison  Association  of  New  York.  There  exkt 
many  ciroomstances  to  render  yoar  meeting  onosually  interestiDg;  and  although  I  am 
aafortonately  prevented,  by  engagements  here,  from  availing  myself  of  yoar  flattering 
note,  yet  in^thonght  I  shall  be  vrith  yoa. 

The  position  which  is  now  occupied  by  yoor  Association  is  such  as  to  give  to  its«on- 
ebsions  extraordinary  inflnence  upon  the  public  mind.  The  character  of  its  mem- 
bers woidd,  at  any  period,  properiy  affect  the  judgment  of  the  communis  at  largef 
bat  apart  from  personal  considerations,  tiie  stage  at  which  we  have  arrived  in  the  dis- 
casBioB  of  penal  qoestions  adds  a  peculiar  value  to  the  decisions  of  such  a  body. 

When  the  first  change  was  made  by  virfaich  the  idea  of  a  peniteniiary  was  cleariy 
distingoished  from  the  rode  and  aimless  congregation  of  crinunals,  which  was  asoal  in 
old  jaib,  diere  was  a  great  step  made  in  reform.  Looking  back  to  that  period,  we  see 
by  the  writings  of  those  who  opposed,  as  well  as  of  those  who  fiivored  the  new 
lystem,  that  the  transition  required  a  revolution  of  thought  and  sentiment  which  could 
not  be  immediately  completeii.  It  cannot  surprise  us  to  find  that  the  deUtiU  of  peni- 
tBotkiy  treatment  were  not  clearly  conceived.  The  provision,  so  creditable  to  yoar 
Stale,  whidi  was  made  for  the  exemplification  of  that  plan  of  discipline  which,  at  tba 
oftbenftsm^attncfed  the  confidence  of  yoar  lajaioriAna,  tqqpMed>>ft 
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be  fixed  in  the  pabUc  mind  before  ettentioa  ooold  be  profitably  tamed  to  the  deTelop- 
ment  of  iti  edminiitnitioD.  It  can  now  be  eanly  decided  how  fiur  the  piactical  woridng 
of  that  diKaphne  baa  ooneiiponded  with  the  antidpationa  of  ita  earlj  promoters ;  biU 
dming  the  eaitier  yean  of  experience,  this  was  not  obvious  to  the  people  at  large.  At 
the  pveaent  tfme  the  nature  of  the  discipline  being  understood,  iti  wumagewtent  has  be* 
oome  a  subject  of  common  scmtin  j.  Your  Association,  enjoying  the  public  confidence, 
interposes  to  examine  all  the  details.  From  the  hek^p  kause  to  the  largest  prison  of 
the  State,  you  inrestigato  the  condition  of  all  places  of  detention ;  you  inquire  whether 
the  administration  of  the  system  professedly  in  kftce  is  everywhere  in  accordance  with 
tiie  natmm  and  objects  of  that  system ;  you  expose  defects  and  abuses ;  and  you  call 
i^on  the  anihoiities  to  make  that  provision  for  the  health,  comfort,  and  improvement 
of  prisonevi,  which  is  demanded  by  the  humanity  of  the  age,  if  not  by  the  letter  of  the 
latr.  Were  this  your  only  office,  it  might  well  be  said  that  your  position  is  important ; 
bat  yon  have  assumed  a  higher  function. 

The  objecti  of  modem  penal  enactments  require  that  certain  fundamental  principlea 
of  diaoiplhie  shall  be  esteblished  by  the  Legislature ;  and  that  these  shall  be  as  nearly 
as  possible  in  harmony  with  what  is  known  of  human  character,  whether  among  die 
sobjeots  or  the  conductors  of  the  discipline.  In  the  definition  of  these  principles, — in 
other  words,  in  tiie  formation  of  a  plan  of  penitentiary  treatment,— the  well-known 
controversy  between  the  associate  and  separate  lystems  has  arismi.  Although  this  has 
served  to  keep  the  public  mind  aUve  to  the  necessity  of  a  diKreet  choice  of  methods, 
and  has  brought  to  light  many  useful  results  which  might  otherwise  have  been  over- 
kx^ed,  yet  it  has  led  to  the  prolonged  discussion  of  topics  which  have  no  pertinence 
to  the  main  issue,  and  which  embarrass  rather  than  assist  a  judicious  use  of  the  evidence 
ihmished  by  experience.  Thus  the  defects  in  some  prisons,  the  abuses  in  others,  have 
been  allowed  to  influence  inquirers  beyond  the  legitimate  line  of  application.  Not 
only  as  respects  the  probalMlities  and  risks  which  they  disclose,  but  as  essentially  illus- 
trative of  one  or  the  other  rival  system,  they  have  been  inconsiderately  admitted  into 
many  of  the  arguments  on  either  side.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that,  at  the  outset,  yoa 
withhold  your  countenance  from  irregularities  which  have  been  much  regretted  by  all 
sober  firiends  of  reform.  What  has  a  bad  ventilation  at  Sing-Sing,  or  a  defect  of  exer- 
cise at  Cherry  Hill,  or  an  insufficient  visitetion  at  any  prison,  to  do  with  a  question 
which  re^>ects  the  fitness  of  a  discipline  to  prevent  contamination,  or  to  reform  a 
criminal  7  It  is  for  the  enlightened  investigator  to  firame  a  plan  which,  if  well  adminis- 
tered, will  best  meet  the  wants  of  the  case;  and  it  is  for  the  community  to  see  that  this 
pkn  he  properly  administered. 

The  phraseology  of  your  reports  confirms  the  expectation  founded  upon  the  charae- 
ter  of  your  Society.  It  shows  that  the  true  question  has  been  oontemj^ted  with  that 
coolness  and  phflosophical  caution  which  befits  the  emergency.  Although  interested 
in  iBd  success  of  your  institutions,  for  which  so  much  has  been  done;  and  although 
inclined  to  the  method  which  has  been  so  long  connected  in  its  very  name  vs^th  your 
State,  yet,  looking  back  upon  the  history  of  your  prisons,  and  upon  the  fbroes,  now 
vastly  augmented,  of  those  who  maintain  a  different  discipline,  yon  have  paused  to 
gather  firesh  evidence  before  your  influence  shall  be  determined  towards  any  method. 
This  wise  reserve  cannot  foil  to  be  beneficial,  in  every  respect. 

It  is  not  to  be  overlooked,  that  an  extraorclinary  attention  has  been  aroused  to  the 
subject  of  prison  discipline.  Recent  aooonnts  from  Europe  inform  us,  that  in  the  prift- 
dpal  states,  the  question  which  you  now  hold  in  suspense  has  been  decided  so  for,  aa 
to  tiirow  the  greatest  weight  of  opinion  into  the  scale  of  Mepar<iiion.  At  the  late  Coo- 
▼ention  at  Frankfort<m-the-Maine,  consisting  of  seventy-five  members  firom  most  of  tfao 
principal  countries,  the  voices  were  nearly  all  in  favor  of  that  mode  of  impriscmmenL 
The  action  of  the  leading  governments  has  manifested  an  increasing  confidence  in  it: 
aadweaee  in  mtmerouB  localftMS  the  oonstmction  of  penitentiaries  cottformed  to  ita 
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rale.  In  tbete  chrouimtiiioes,  jofor  own  coune  inrolvM  much  in  nlatkm  to  the  fntOTO 
poHtion  of  New  York.  Whether  yoor  eflforti  ihall  he  directed  to  the  perfection  of 
either  of  the  methods  already  known,  or  to  the  inTontion  of  one  differng  from  hotfa,  (w. 
suggested  in  yoar  last  report,)  there  is  scope  finr  all  the  intelligence  and  zeal  which  enK 
in  yoor  Awociatiop.  Should  jour  election  be  fixed  in  &¥or  of  any  discipline  which 
requires  that  oonTicts  shall  not  be  associated  with  each  otl^er,  it  maj  be  your  happy 
fortune  to  lay  the  foundation  of  separato  prisons  as  cleariy  in  advance  of  those  of  Peon* 
sylvania,  as  these  were  in  advance  of  earlier  establishments.  The  precaations  with 
respect  to  exercise  and  aoeUhf  which  have  occupied  your  thoughts,  and  which  are  so 
necessary  to  a  proper  administration  under  amy  system,  will  have  firee  play.  The 
AisociatioD  of  Philadelphia  has  earnestly  striven  to  ensure  a  sufficient  provision  of  these 
important  aids :  it  may  be  your  lot  to  accomplish  that  which  in  no  prison  has  yet  been 
effected,  namely,  a  sufficient  society  of  the  virtooos.  We  have  one  inflexible  purpose 
—that  of  preventing  any  society  of  criminals.  Beyond  this,  to  whatever  arrangementa 
can  be  made  for  securing  ^e  health  of  prisoners,  or  their  mental  and  moral  inprove- 
aent,  we  set  no  limit  which  falls  short  of  the  grandest,  most  Christian,  view  ef  duty 
from  man  to  man.  That  the  parsimony  of  governments,  and  the  ignorance  or  indiBer> 
ence  of  private  persons  will  impede  the  entire  fulfilment  of  that  duty,  may  be  reasona- 
bly expected ;  but  it  would  be  a  sad  reproach  to  the  citizens  of  this  repabUo  if  no  other 
means  could  be  devised  for  preserving  the  mental  health  of  an  offender  in  confinement, 
than  is  afforded  by  his  association  vrith  other  criminals.  To  you,  gentlemen,  we  may 
look  with  confidence  for  the  illustration  of  this  momentous  subject ;  and  in  this  rela- 
tion, your  annual  meeting  promises  a  valuable  opportunity  for  the  interchange  of 
thought. 

I  have  been  informed  that,  at  yoor  last  anrnversaiy,  you  were  enoooraged  by  the 
presence  of  many  hundeds  of  both  sexes.  I  have  itbver  seen  as  large  an  assembly  col- 
lected with  such  an  object.  When  we  recall  how  short  a  period  has  elapsed  since 
prisons  were  thought  of  only  with  disgust,  even  by  the  well-educated ;  when  the  ideas, 
which  now  guide  legislatures,  were  regarded  as  the  fitncies  of  enthuaiastB,  it  is  enough 
to  induce  one  to  journey  more  than  a  hundred  miles  to  vritness  the  thronging  of  such 
persons  as  grace  your  hall,  to  hear  and  to  aid  the  execution  of  plans  for  the  moral  and 
physical  wel&re  of  convicts.    How  much  you  may  hope,  taii  auxilio ! 

Agun,  I  desire  to  be  with  you  to  express  in  porson  how  sincerely  I  share  in  the 

reciprocation  of  your  friendly  feelings  towards  the  Philadelphia  Prison  Society,  as  an 

humble  member  of  which  I  must  consider  your  &vor  addressed  to  me ;  but  as  this 

cannot  be,  permit  me  thus  to  tender  you  many  thanks,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  respect 

wi&  which 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PARKER  FOULKE. 

To  Messrs.  Jobh  D.  Russ, 

JoHir  W.  Edmonds, 
JoHii  H.  Oris  COM, 
IsEAXL  Russell, 
Ctrus  Curtis, 
Georox  Hall, 
Richard  Rexd, 
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FROM  THE  CHAPLAIN  OF  THE  AUBURN  PRISON. 

State  Prison,  Avburn,  December  13,  1846. 
Dr.  J.  D.  Russ: — Dear  Sir:  This  morning  I  received  an  invitation  to  attend  your 
amnversary  of  the  22d  instant    It  will  not  be  convenient  for  me  to  be  present ;  bat  be 
SBBored  of  my  groat  regard  for  you  and  the  cause  you  are  advocating.    My  hAan^vvj 
head,  my  tauids,  my  aD,  ate  ia  tite  woxk  of  rescmng  faDenbiniiiftmty \  vdlxc^pteA 
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gTMtlj  that  1  brighter  page  is  being  tamed  in  the  hiatoiy  of  pr^^  I  belieye  firmly 
ttmX  iho  Priion  Anocutioo  at  New  York  is  doing  much  good ;  it  has  done  great  good 
in  this  place.  The  qoestion  now  seenu  to  be  settled  t^t  "  he  that  winneth  sools  is 
wise ;" — ^not  he  that  driveth  or  beateth,  bat  he  that  winneth,  is  wise.  Blay  great  pro»> 
parity,  and  the  blessing  of  the  great  I  AM,  attend  yoor  philanthropic  labors.  We  are 
pfoqpering  in  this  prison.  I  hear  good  news  daily  from  those  that  hare  left  as;  neariy 
all  are  doing  well  that  went  away  the  past  year. 

Yoors,  with  great  respect, 

ALONZO  WOOD,  Chaplain. 

FBOM  THE  WARDEN  OF  THE  WASHINGTON  PENITENTIARY. 


for  ih§  Dutriet  of  Cohmbia,  City  of  WASHiiroToir, 

December  ISO,  1846. 
GiiiTLBiujr : — Yoor  very  kind  letter  of  invitation  on  behalf  of  the  "  New  York 
Prison  Association"  to  be  present  at  their  Anniyersary  Meeting  on  the  22nd  inst.,  has 
been  duly  received ;  and  I  mach  regret  it  will  be  out  of  my  power  to  avail  myself  of 
tiie  honor  to  meet  yoa  on  so  interesting  an  occasion.  Yoa  will  be  kind  enough  to 
taoder  to  the  members  of  the  Association,  and  accept  for  yooiselves,  my  best  wishes 
for  the  advancement  of  the  praiseworthy  cause  in  which  yoa  are  engaged. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  COLTMAN,  Waiden,  Pen'y.  D.  C 
I.  JOHH  D.  Russ, 


JoHir  W.  Edmoiids, 
JoHH  H.  Gbiscom, 
IsKAKL  Russell, 

CtKUS  CUKTIS, 

GsoBoi  Hall, 
Richard  Rikd, 


>  Committee  of  Arrm^emente, 


FROM  S.  A.  GOODWIN,  Esq.,  LATE  INSPECTOR  OF  THE  AUBURN  PRISON. 

Auburn,  December  16,  1846. 
HoK.  JoHir  W.  Edmoitds : — Mt  Dear  Sir:  Gov.  Seward  has  handed  me  yoar  letter 
of  the  12th,  with  request  that  I  would  answer  it  We  have  proceeded  so  far  that  we 
are  now  circulating  the  constitution  drawn  up  by  us  for  signatures.  Our  purpose  is  to 
call  the  subscribers  together  soon,  to  choose  officers.  Desirous  as  we  are  that  our  start 
should  be  on  a  broad  platform,  we  cannot  give  the  constitution  the  circulation  desired, 
and  call  the  meeting,  and  organize,  in  time  for  your  22d  meeting.  You  can  only  an- 
noonce  that  initiatoiy  steps  are  taken  for  the  promotion  of  an  auxiliary  association  here. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain  your  fiiend, 

S.  A.  GOODWIN. 


FROM  THE  WARDEN  OF  THE  MARYLAND  PENITENTDIRY. 

Maryland  Penitentiary f  Baltimore,  December  14^,  1846. 

Gentlemeit: — ^Your  polite  &vor  of  the  10th  inst,  inviting  me  to  be  present  at  your 
Anmversary  Meeting  on  Tuesday,  the  22nd  instant,  has  been  received,  and  in  acknow- 
ledging its  receipt,  you  will  permit  me  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  honor  done 
me.  I  regret  exoeedmgly  that  my  official  duties  at  this  season  of  the  year  will  prevent 
me  fipom  being  present  at  your  veiy  interesting  meeting,  as  I  doubt  not  I  should  be 
**  cheered,  encouraged,  and  instructed,"  upon  the  subject  of  the  melioration  of  the  con- 
ditKRi  of  those  of  our  follow  men  whose  misfortune  it  is  to  be  inmates  of  prisons.  That 
M  MBopie  nam  kr  xayvoyemant  I  have  no  doubt ;  and  while  every  feeling  of  my 
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hfltrt  ooDfpirM  to  God-spead  the  good  work,  1  can  bat  regret  my  inability  to  be  pre- 
Mot,  and  learn  wiidom  of  the  enlightened  minds  and  generous  spirits,  who,  I  feel 
iMired  will  be  present  npon  the  occasion  of  yoor  coming  anniversary. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect, 

I  remain,  yoors. 
•  WM.  JOHNSON,  Warden,  Md.  Pen'y. 

To  John  D.  Boss,  John  W.  Edmonds,  John  H.  Griscom,  Israel  Russell,  Cyrus  Curtis, 
Geo.  HaD,  and  Richard  Reed,  Esqrs. 


FROM  THE  WARDEN  OF  THE  CONNECTICUT  PRISON. 

CoRNKCTicuT  Stati  Fbison,  December  18<&,  1846. 
JoHii  D.  Rv88,  Esq. : 

DiAR  Sir  :-— Your  hvat  of  the  10th  instant  come  to  hand  the  14th,  a  few  hours  after 
I  had  left  for  New  York.  I  was  in  the  city  Tuesday  evening,  and  exceedingly  regret 
I  had  no  knowledge  of  your  meeting  untQ  I  read  your  letter  on  my  return  last  evening. 

We  have  but  one  entire  copy  of  our  annual  reports.  I  sent  a  copy  of  our  last  report 
for  the  year  ending  March  31, 1846,  to  your  address;  and  in  August  last  Mr.  Parker 
visited  the  prison,  and  to  him  I  gave  a  copy,  and  sent  statistical  information,  as  it  was 
in  my  power  to  do,  relative  to  this  prison.  With  this  I  send  you  another  copy  of  our 
last  report,  in  which  you  will  find  a  brief  expression  of  my  feelings  relative  to  the 
treatment  of  convicts  in  confinement.  I  trust  the  day  is  not  &r  distant  when  a  simHar 
association  to  yours  will  be  organized  in  this  and  other  States,  when  benevolence  will 
prompt  them  to  aid  and  encourage  liberated  convicts  firom  our  penitentiaries  to  habha 
of  sobriety  and  industry,  and  thereby  prevent  the  repetition  of  much  crime. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

ELISHA  JOHNSON,  Waiden. 


FROM  THE  KEEPER  OF  THE  AUBURN  PRISON. 

Stati  Prisoii,  Auburu,  December  ISthf  1846. 
GiHTLiifEii  :»-I  have  received  your  kind  invitation  to  meet  the  Prison  Associatit^ 
at  your  anniversary  meeting  on  the  22d  instant,  and  in  reply  I  would  say,  that  it  vnD 
not  be  convenient  for  me  to  attend  in  person,  but  I  assure  yon  my  best  vrishes  are  toe 
your  prosperity. 

I  have  long  since  seen  the  importance  of  a  combined  influence  of  the  great  and  good 
men  in  our  land  to  use  their  efibrts  in  sustaining,  encouraging,  and  instructing  those 
whose  lot  it  is  to  have  charge  of  our  prisons,  to  enlighten  the  public  mind  on  this  mo- 
mentous subject,  and  to  extend  the  hand  of  kindness  to  the  unfortunate  prisoner. 

Permit  me  to  say,  gentlemen,  in  your  Society  I  can  behold  a  star  in  the  east  with 
healing  in  its  beams. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  FOOT. 
To  the  Committee  of  ArrangemerUe. 
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REPORT 

or  THE. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 


The  Executive  Committee  have  continued  cause  to  be  grate- 
ful for  the  encouragement  which  they  have  received,  and  for  the 
success  which  has  attended  their  efforts. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

In  order  to  extend  their  sphere  of  usefuhiess,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  better  to  fit  them,  by  availing  themselves  of  the  expe- 
rience of  others,  for  the  discharge  of  their  general  duties,  the 
Committee,  at  an  early  period  in  the  year,  opened  a  correspond- 
ence with  various  persons  in  the  United  States,  and  in  foreign 
countries.  This  effort  embraced  the  officers  of  all  the  State 
prisons  in  the  Union,  with  a  view  of  eliciting  from  each  such 
information  as  would  enable  the  Committee  to  obtain  an  accurate 
and  enlarged  view  of  the  state  of  prison  discipline  in  the  whole 
nation. 

The  Committee  regret  that  they  are  obliged  to  record  the  failure, 
in  a  great  measure,  of  these  efforts.  Answers  have  been  received 
firom  only  seven  of  the  States,  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Several  causes  have  operated  to  produce  this  result  One  of 
the  most  prominent  has  been  the  inability  of  the  Association  to 
furnish  to  others  the  reports  of  our  own  prisons.  The  Legislature 
has  been  so  sparing  in  its  printing  of  public  documents,  that  it  has 
been  impossible  for  the  Committee  to  procure  any  extra  number 
of  the  reports  of  our  State  prisons,  and  the  Committee  have  fre- 
quently,* during  the  year,  experienced  the  mortification  of  being 
compelled,  in  answer  to  applications  made  to  them  from  various 
quarters  on  this  continent,  and  abroad,  to  confess  their  inability  to 
furnish  the  desired  information.  A  recent  instance  is  fi-esh  in 
tl^lr  memory.    They  had  been  applied  to,  in  behalf  of  the  French 
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government,  among  other  things  for  "  The  reports  published  in 
1846,  on  the  different  prisons  of  the  State  of  New  York."  The 
Committee  were  able  to  comply  with  this  request,  so  far  as  the 
Clinton  and  Mount  Pleasant  prisons  were  concerned,  by  appro- 
priating to  that  purpose  their  only  copy  of  the  reports  of  those 
prisons;  but  they  were  unable  to  comply  in  the  first  instance,  even 
at  that  sacrifice,  in  regard  to  the  Auburn  Prison ;  although  their 
Committee  of  Inspection,  in  their  then  recent  visit  to  that  prison, 
had  endeavored  to  obtain  a  copy  of  this  year's  report.  This  was 
the  more  mortifying,  as  well  as  positively  injurious,  firom  the 
information  which  we  had  received,  that  a  meeting  of  the  frienda 
of  Prison  Reform,  from  Germany,  Prance,  Switzerland,  Belgium. 
Holland,  England,  Denmark,  Norway,  and  Sweden,  had  been  held 
at  Frankfort,  on  the  28th  of  September,  at  which  a  decided  prefer- 
ence had  been  expressed  for  the  Separate,  or  Pennsylvania  system, 
over  the  Silent,  or  Auburn  system ;  and  the  further  information, 
that  the  French  Chambers,  at  their  approaching  meeting,  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  adopt  a  plan  for  France,  and  were  balancijDg 
between  the  two  systems. 

So  far  as^heir  means  would  allow,  the  Committee  endeavored 
to  supply  this  want  when  they  first  experienced  it,  by  publishing 
in  the  second  edition  of  their  last  report,  an  abstract  of  those 
reports ;  but  they  were  never  without  the  consciousness,  that  those 
abstracts  would  furnish  a  very  imperfect  view  of  the  workings  of 
our  prisons  and  their  condition.  If  the  same  spirit  of  rigid  econo- 
my, as  it  is  called,  shall  be  found  to  influence  our  Legislature  at 
their  approaching  session,  this  Association  will  necessarily  be 
involved  in  some  expense,  and  to  a  larger  amount  than  the  past 
year,  in  supplying  the  demand  which  they  are  aware  will  certainly 
be  made  upon  them,  and  in  diffusing  abroad  information  in  regard 
to  a  system  which  was  once  a  matter  of  State  pride,  but  which 
seems  now,  from  neglect  and  bad  government,  destined  rapidly  to 
sink  into  disrepute. 

Turning,  however,  firom  a  picture,  which  the  Committee  do  not 
contemplate  vnth  any  pleasure,  to  one  much  more  agreeable,  they 
refer  to  the  accompanying  letters  firom  two  of  their  corresponding 
members,  M.  Tocuueville,  of  France,  and  Dr.  Julius,  of  Prussia. 
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ingff    Will  these  amngements  facilitate  commiflfioiif  of  inspection ;  and  what  powen 
em,  witfaoDt  inoonvenience,  be  devolved  on  these  commisrions  f 

21.  Communications  of  &cts  on  other  qnestions  relating  to  penitontiaij  reform,  and 
en  different  prisons. 

22.  Communications  and  discussions  on  plans  for  affording  aid  to  discharged  convicts. 

23.  Communications  on  societies  and  retreats  for  the  reformation  of  juvenile  delin- 

€JOt&DtB. 

The  Programme  is  only  suggestive  in  its  oharaoter.    The  ConveQtioD  is  at  liberty  to 
modiiy  and  add  to  the  questions,  at  its  pleasure. 


FROM  M.  D£  TOCQUEVILLE. 

Sir:— I  find,  in  passing  thnmgh  Paris  on  my  wwj  to  the  interior,  yoor  rery  accept- 
able letter,  and  the  accompanying  package. 

I  feel  sensibly  the  honor  conferred  on  me  by  the  Prison  Association  of  New  York, 
in  appointing  me  one  of  its  corresponding  members.  I  beg  yon  to  convey  to  the  So- 
ciety, in  my  behalf,  my  profound  acknowledgments.  I  will  endeavor  to  justify  their 
oonfidence  by  sending  them  such  documents  as  may  serve  to  enli^ten  them  in  their 
Uion.  My  only  regret  is,  that  I  am  not  now  able  to  forward  anydiing.  I  am  now 
bat  temponrily  in  Paris,  as  I  before  remarked ;  and  moreover,  at  this  season,  publie 
bnriness  is  qniel,  and  nothing  is  published.  On  my  retam,  which  will  be  before  the 
meetiDg  of  the  Legislature,  (for  I  have  just  been  again  elected  a  Deputy,)  I  shall 
endeavor,  and  I  trust  successfoUy,  to  serve  yon.  I  will  follow  your  directions  in  the 
tmmussion  of  documents. 

I  cannot  too  urgently  request  yon  to  send  me  all  that  shall  be  published  in  America, 
doring  the  ensuing  year,  on  the  important  subject  of  prisons.  The  approaching  session 
wfll  decide  the  question  for  France.  You  are  aware  that  the  law,  after  having  passed 
The  Chamber  of  Deputies,  and  been  sent  to  the  Chamber  of  Peers,  has  never  been  dis- 
cussed by  the  latter.  Before  risking  this  new  ordeal,  the  suppor||Brs  of  this  law,  and 
ituB  Minister  who  presented  it,  have  wished  the  conthiuance,  far  some  time  to  come, 
of  the  experiments  which  have  been  made  in  different  parts  of  France,  hoping  that  the 
resolts  of  these  experiments  will  be  of  a  character  to  give  confidence  to  the  publio 
mind,  and  to  disarm  prgudice.  This  has  been  accomplished  to  a  great  extent;  and  it 
has  been  decided,  on  the  opening  of  the  coming  session,  again  to  send  the  law  to  the 
Chamber  of  Peers,  and  have  it  discussed  there  at  once.  It  will  then  be  retomed  to 
oar  Chamber,  and  I  hope  will  receive  the  royal  sanction  the  same  year.  You  will 
pait>etve  that,  under  these  ciroumstances,  it  is  of  the  last  importance  that  we  should  be 
ooQstantly  advised  of  all  that  is  doing  in  America;  and  especially  tiiat  we  reoeive  the 
nports  of  the  different  establishments,  not  only  in  New  York,  but  in  the  otiier  States, 
as  aoon  as  they  appear.  Let  me  rely  on  you  to  do  us  this  service ;  or  rather,  l^do  It 
to  the  great  cause  in  which  we  are  both  laboring. 

I  beg  you.  Sir,  to  aooepC  the  assnraiioes  of  my  moat  distingnished  regard. 

ALEXIS  DE  TOCQUEVILLE. 
Paris,  BtpUmber  28, 1846. 

To  B.  N.  Havkns, 
Carrtipondrng  Seeretofy  of  ike  Pritom  JMoeUUiiMf  New  York. 

Among  the  documents  transmitted  by  Dr.  Julius,  was  a  review, 
in  a  German  periodical,  of  our  First  Report,  and  an  account  of 
the  organization  of  our  Association. 

Before  leaving  this  topic,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  Psopbsbob 
TMujTAMFr,  one  of  the  Executive  Conimittee»  has  lately  received, 
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from  the  King  of  Pf  ussia,  a  commission  to  visit  and  report  upon 
the  condition  of  the  Prisons  in  the  United  States,  and  in  Europe. 
He  is  now  abroad  on  his  mission,  and,  on  his  departure,  was  clothed 
with  authority  to  represent  this  Association  in  the  course  of  his 
travels,  and  was  requested  to  obtain  for  us,  also,  information  in 
regard  to  the  Penitentiary  systems  of  Europe. 

From  his  labors  much  valuable  instruction  is  expected,  and  the 
Committee  are  not  without  hopes,  that,  greater  success  attending 
their  iuture  efforts  in  obtaining  returns  in  this  country,  they  may 
be  able,  another  year,  to  lay  before  the  Association  a  statement  of 
most,  if  not  all,  the  State  Penitentiaries  in  Europe,  and  the  United 
States. 

The  Committee,  in  execution  of  their  purpose  of  establishing 
and  preserving  free  intercourse  and  friendly  relations  with  kindred 
associations,  delegated  Mr.  Isaac  T.  Hopper  to  represent  them  at 
the  late  anniversary  of  the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society. 
From  causes  beyond  his  control,  though  he  was  in  Boston  at  the 
time,  he  was  unable  to  be  heard  at  that  meeting.  He  was,  how- 
ever, during  his  visit,  more  fortunate  at  one  of  the  early  meetings 
of  a  Society,  then  recently  formed  in  Boston,  which  has  in  view 
the  aid  of  discharged  convicts,  and  which,  we  are  assured,  was 
"instituted  in  imitation  of  the  example  held  out  to  the  world  by  the 
New  York  Societv." 

We  cordially  welcome  that  Society  as  fellow-laborers  with  us. 

* 

AUXILIARIES. 

This  Committee  have  ever  regarded,  as  a  cherished  object,  the 
establishment  of  Auxiliary  Societies ;  and  they  have  regretted  that 
their  other,  and  more  pressing  duties,  have  not  allowed  them  all 
the  opportunities  they  desired  of  making  the  efforts  necessary  for 
success,  in  this  regard.  They  have,  however,  been  able  to  make 
some,  though  not  with  the  hoped-for  success.  During  the  past 
winter,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  Assembly  chamber,  at  Albany, 
consisting  of  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  citizens  of  that  place, 
which  was  addressed  by  Messrs.  Edmonds,  Hopper,  and  Butlss* 
Resolutions  were  passed,  approving  the  objects  of  our  Association* 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  organize  an  Auxiliary.  But  we 
have  tiot  learned  that  any  farther  steps  have  been  taken  in  the  matter. 

A  similar  meeting  was  held  at  Troy,  about  the  same  time,  which 
was  att^ded  by  Mr.  Hoppbb  in  behalf  of  the  AsBocuk^oii^Wx^^v^Sii^ 

a  mmilsrfata. 
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At  the  recent  inspection  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  a  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  that  village  was  held,  which  was  attended  by  Vice 
Chancellor  M'Coun,  Judge  Edmonds,  Dr.  Russ,  and  Messrs.  Rbsd 
and  McKeon,  in  behalf  of  the  Association.  An  auxiliary  society 
was  organized,  called  "  The  Western  Branch  of  the  New  York 
Prison  Association.^  A  meeting  was  subsequently  held  in  that 
village,  at  which  a  constitution  was  adopted  and  signed.  That 
meeting  was  attended  by  a  portion  of  our  Committee  of  Inspection, 
and  was  addressed  by  Mr.  J.  Stanton  Gould,  one  of  that  Com- 
mittee. 

.This  Auxiliary  has  an  extensive  field  of  usefubiess  open  before  it, 
and  it  can  easily  be  to  the  Auburn  Prison  the  same  minister  of 
good  that  the  parent  society  has  been  blessed  with  being  to  the 
prison  at  Sing  Sing  and  to  the  Penitentiary.  But  it  is  endowed  with 
one  element  of  usefulness,  which,  from  its  location,  cannot  be 
vouchsafed  to  the  parent  institution :  that,  namely,  of  controlling 
and  regulating  public  opinion  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
prison.  This  is  more  important  than  will  be,  at  once,  apparent  to 
the  casual  observer.  It  seems  to  be  a  law  of  the  prisons — at  least 
of  every  prison  on  the  Auburn  plan,  of  which  we  have  any 
account — that  it  is  doomed  to  be  surrounded  by  a  state  of  public 
excitement  and  prejudice,  extremely  detrimental  to  its  physical  and 
moral  improvement.     This  is  attributable  to  several  causes. 

One  is,  the  number  of  offices,  as  they  are  deemed,  which  can  be 
conferred  as  the  reward,  of  political  services.  The  "  Outs"  are 
more  numerous  than  the  **  Ins  f  and  however  inimical  to  or  envious 
of  each  other  the  former  may  be,  they  easily  combine  against  the 
latter ;  they  give  a  ready  reception  to  every  tale  of  scandal,  and 
are  but  too  prone  to  view  every  act  in  its  worst  aspect ;  and  this 
begets  on  the  other  hand  a  jealous  irritability,  too  apt  to  degene- 
rate into  hatred  and  uncharitableness.  Hence  arises  between  these 
people  a  constant  state  of  warfare. 

Another  is,  the  influence  of  prison  associations  upon  the  residents 
in  the  neighborhood,  lending  a  spirit  of  vindictive  hatred  to  this 
abiding  warfare.  That  neighborhood  is  very  much  constituted,  if 
not  entirely  composed,  of  keepers,  contractors,  or  guards,  who,  for 
a  long  period,  have  had  much  communication  with  the  felons  in 
the  prison,  with  those  whose  indulgence  of  every  evil  passion  has 
brought  them  there,  and  who  have  not  yet  learned  the  lesson  of 
self-control.  Who  can  touch  pitch  and  not  be  defiled  ?  There  are 
i^FF — very  few,  indeed,  who  can  spend  the  most  of  their  wakin^r 
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moments  in  the  society  of,  and  in  intercourse  with,  the  most  vicious 
portion  of  the  population,  without  experiencing  the  influence  of  the 
contamination.  Of  such  is  tlie  society  which  surrounds  the  prison 
most  generally  composed,  and  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that 
their  influence  can  be  fraught  with  good  to  the  institution. 

With  many  of  the  oflicers,  the  temptation  to  resort  to  brute  force 
alone,  as  a  means  of  government,  is  almost  irresistible.  They 
know  no  other  means  of  government,  and  then  the  whip  is  so  con- 
venient ! 

The  interest  of  the  contractors  is  of  the  same  character,  and 
prompts  to  an  extortion  from  the  prisoners  of  the  utmost  degree  of 
toil. 

These  considerations  will  always  be  at  war  with  good  govern- 
ment ;  and  he,  who  shall  attempt  to  infuse  into  that  government, 
justice,  mercy,  and  kindness,  will  ever  find  himself  opposed  by  their 
influences. 

To  strengthen  the  arm  of  such  a  one,  to  resist  and  overcome 
these  baneful  influences,  so  far  as  they  bear  on  the  Auburn  Prison, 
and  to  give  to  the  efforts  of  humanity  and  kindness  a  steady  and 
concentrated  action,  instead  of  fitful  and  scattered  struggles,  is  the 
lot  of  our  Auxiliary. 

The  field  of  usefiilness  is  broad  and  rich  before  them,  and  we 
augur  from  their  action  the  happiest  results. 

ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

Connected  with  the  visit  to  Albany,  was  an  application  to  the 
Legislature  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  which  was  finally  granted, 
but  not  until  the  Association  had  been  subjected  to  the  expense  of 
keeping  an  agent  at  that  place  most  of  the  session.  Reluctant  as 
the  Executive  Committee  were  to  consent  to  the  diversion  of  any 
of  their  funds  from  the  charitable  purposes  to  which  they  are  ded- 
icated, they  were  persuaded  that  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
it  would  more  than  compensate  the  expense.  Their  expectations 
have  already  been  realized. 

The  Association  has  thereby  been  placed  on  a  permanent  basis, 
has  attained  a  respectable  standing  by  the  side  of  the  other  char- 
ities which  distinguish  our  city,  and  acquired  power  and  privileges 
well  calculated  to  advance,  and  indeed  secure,  its  prosperous 
action. 

Among  other  things  grantee)  to  it,  was  authority  to  establish 
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A  CITY  WORK-HOUSE, 

for  the  reception  and  punishment  of  vagrants  and  disorderly  per- 
sons, with  "  the  same  powers  to  keep,  detain,  employ,  and  govern 
the  said  persons,  as  are  now  by  law  conferred  on  the  keepers  of 
the  Bridewell  or  Penitentiary." 

Immediately  on  the  passage  of  this  act  of  the  Legislature,  the 
Executive  Committee  took  active  measures  to  carry  this  provision 
into  effect,  They  referred  the  subject  to  a  committee  consisting 
of  Vice-Chancellor  McCoun,  the  President ;  Mr.  Butler,  one  of 
the  Vice-Presidents ;  Judge  Edmonds,  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee ;  Dr.  Russ,  and  Mr.  Havens,  the  two  Secretaries ;  Mr. 
Israel  Russel,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee ;  Mr.  Duer, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Prison  Discipline ;  Mr.  Hopper, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Discharged  Convicts ;  Dr.  Griscom, 
Dr.  Parmly,  and  G^eneral  Wetmore. 

That  committee  sedulously  entered  upon  their  duty,  and  directed 
their  attention  first  to  obtaining  the  information  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  act  tmderstandingly ;  a  task  attended  with  more 
difficulties — arising  from  the  loose  manner  in  which  our  city  pris- 
ons are  conducted — ^than  will  readily  be  imagined.  They  had 
numerous  meetings.  They  invoked  and  obtained  the  aid  and 
counsel  of  the  active  and  intelligent  Commissioner  of  the  Alms- 
house, and  received  valuable  assistance  from  tile  Association  for 
improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor.  The  Executive  Committee 
of  that  society  appointed  a  committee  from  their  body,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  J.  B.  Collins,  Griscom,  and  E.  C.  Benedict,  who  met 
and  co-operated  with  our  committee ;  and  this  joint  committee  of 
the  two  Associations  finally  adopted  a  memorial  to  the  Common 
Council,  which  was  presented  on  the  23d  of  November  last,  and 
in  both  boards  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who  have  the  sub- 
ject now  under  their  consideration. 

And  when  it  is  considered  that  there  are  over  600  vagrants 
constantly  in  our  prisons,  that  over  2000  are  yearly  convicted  and 
^sentenced  in  the  city,  that  they  are  an  expense  to  the  city  of 
over  975,000  a  year,  that  the  number  is  constantly  augmenting, 
And  that  no  improvement  in  their  moral  condition  can  be  discov- 
lered,  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  the  application  to  the  city  authori- 
ties will  not  be  unattended  with  success,  and  that  this  Association 
tnay  yet  be  fortunate  enough  to  be  endowed  with  the  means  of 
trying  the  experiment,  whether  the  honest,  law-obeying  portion  of 
the  cojnmumty  cannot  be  relieved  from  this  heavy  burden,  and  at 
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the  same  time  a  fallen  and  degraded  portion  of  our  population  be 
somewhat  improved.  And  this  Committee  will  not  disguise  their 
apprehension  that  more  frightful  ills  may  yet  be  visited  upon  us, 
if  this  evil  is  permitted  to  grow  for  the  future,  with  the  fearful 
rapidity  which  has  marked  its  past  progress.  Our  last  report 
showed  that  the  number  has  doubled  in  five  years,  and  we  now 
know  that  the  summary  convictions  for  vagrancy  in  1846  amounted 
to  2136;  and  that  the  number  of  persons  arrested  in  this  city 
during  the  past  year,  for  offences  against  morals  and  good  order, 
exceed  30,000. 

Surely  it  will  not  be  in  vain  that  we  appeal  to  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  city  to  check  thiff  alarming  evil. 

That  the  proceedings  and  views  of  our  Committee  on  the  Work- 
house may  be  more  particularly  known  to  the  members  of  the 
Association,  we  annex  a  copy  of  their  memorial  with  its  accom* 
panying  documents. 

Memorial  of  the  l^riton  A»9odaJliim^  and  of  the  Sodety  for  the  Improvement  of 

the  Condition  of  the  Poor, 

To  THE  Hon.  the  Common  Council  : — 

The  nndenigned,  in  behalf  and  by  durection  of  the  Exeoative  Committee  of 
the  Prison  AjBaociation,  respectfully  represent : — 

That  the  present  condition  of  the  Penitentiary  on  Blackwen*8  Island  is  a 
reproach  to  the  city,  and  to  the  administration  of  criminal  justice.  •  It  is  alike 
inimical  to  the  comfort,  health,  moral  government,  reformation,  and  punishment 
of  its  inmates.  It  is  impossible  to  perfect  those  improvements  in  prison  disci- 
pline which  have  been  suggested  by  an  enlightdoed  philanthropy ,  and  a  return 
to  the  long-exploded  congre^j^ate  system,  with  all  its  abominations,  nas  been 
forced  upon  its  officers  as  their  only  resort.  Cells,  not  sufficient  properiy  to 
accommodate  one  person,  have  been,  at  some  seasons,  made  a  receptacle  fyt 
two  and  three ;  and  at  all  times  a  lai^e  portion  of  the  inmates  are  necessarily 
disposed  of  in  an  out-building,  where  one  or  two  hundred  co.'ivicts  are  thrown 
together  in  a  mass — many  of  them  insane  or  idiotic — and  are  locked  up  for  the 
night,  amid  filth  and  vermin,  and  without  a  keeper  to  quiet  the  turbulent  or 
restrain  the  vicious.  Neither  classification  nor  silence  can  be  obtained,  and  the 
contaminating  influences  of  evil  association  not  only  thwart  all  attempts  at 
reform,  but  nave  a  constant  and  inevitable  tendency  to  corrupt,  debase,  and 
harden  the  young  and  ofttimes  scarcely  guilty  criminal,  and  to  render  his 
punishment  the  certain  means  of  his  utter  ruin.  Even  a  separation  of  the 
sexes  is  impracticable. 

This  condition  of  the  Penitentiary  has  necessarily  crowded  ihe  City  Prison ; 
and  there  the  innocent  and  the  guilty, — ^the  mere  witness  and  the  condemned 
criminal, — are  compelled  to  herd  and  associate  together. 

This  state  of  things  in  th^^Penitentiary  is  subversive  of  order,  incompatible 
with  reformation,  and  destructive  of  the  chief  end  of  punishment.  And  th* 
prison,  instead  of  being  a  terror  to  evil-doers,  has  to  many  become  an  attractive 
imme.  It  is  well  known  that  numbers  have  been  absent  only  a  few  days  at  a 
time,  for  ten  or  fifteen  yean.  And  one  female  has  been  an  almost  constant 
occupant  of  the  Bridewell  and  Penitentiaiy  fin*  the  last  ^ixty-WL'^QiiXV  vA^ 
a  probtUe  mipetue  to  tbo  alj  cfoear  three  thoannd  dcUax*. 
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The  rapid  increase  of  our  population,  and  the  constant  influx  of  foreign  pau- 
pers, are  augmenting  these  evils ;  and  already  the  necessity  of  enlarging  our 
Penitentiary,  and  that  too  at  an  early  day,  has  become  apparent. 

One  of  the  most  serious  defects  of  the  present  arrangement  is  the  combina- 
tion of  vagrants  and  criminals, — ^thus  commingling  in  the  same  disgrace  and 
punishment  those  whose  chief  fiiult  is  destitution  or  disease,  and  those  who  are 
willingly  corrupt ;  and  making  no  distinction  between  poverty  and  crime.  To 
make  that  distinction, — so  obviously  just,  so  essential  to  the  moral  elevation  of 
tiie^vagrant,  and  the  effective  punishment  of  the  criminal, — ^is  one  great  advan- 
tage promised  from  the  establishment  of  a  work-house. 

The  expenses  of  the  present  establishment  are  very  large,  imposing  heavy 
burdens  on  the  honest  part  of  the  community  for  the  support  of  the  idle  and 
the  vicious,  and  are  constantly  increasing  both  by  augmentation  of  numbers  and 
deficiency  of  employment. 

From  the  report  of  the  Aims-House  Commissioner  for  the  past  year,  and 
from  other  official  sources,  it  appears,  that  the  yearly  expense  of  each  prisoner 
in  the  Penitentiary  is  $65  10,  and  subsequent  examinations  have  satisfactorily 
proved  that  this  sum  may  safely  be  assumed  as  the  general  annual  expense  of 
each  inmate  of  this  establishment. 

The  average  number  of  Vagrants  convicted  and  detained  for  punishment  in 
the  Penitentiary  and  City  Prison  during  the  past  year,  was  1020 ;  making  the 
annual  expense  to  the  City,  of  this  class  of  delinquents  alone,  $66,402.  This 
is  exclusive  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  which  is  consumed  in  the  establishment, 
and  which  has  not  hitherto  been  productive  of  revenue.  This  labor,  at  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  a  day  for  each  prisoner,  would  produce  in  the  year  $39,397  50. 
So  that  the  class  of  prisoners  embraced  within  thb  portion  of  me  charter  of  the 
Prison  Association  are  now  nti  annual  expense  of  $105,799  50. 

The  cost,  however,  in  money  to  the  City,  it  must  be  remembered,  is  for  each 
ntgrant  $65  10  a  y«ar ;  a  sum  more  than  double  the  expense  of  the  virtuous 
poor  in  this  State,  and  much  greater  than  that  incurred  in  noost  prisons  in  the 
United  States  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge. 

The  Committee  are  not  unmindful  of  the  difficulty  which  arises  from  the 
shortness  of  the  period  of  confinement,  generally  too  brief  to  teach  liabits  of  pro- 
ductive industry.  Yet,  makibg  a  liberal  allowance  for  this  consideration,  and 
having  in  view  the  fact  that  in  all  our  State  prisons  where  labor  is  properly 
directed,  an  average  of  twenty-three  to  twenty-five  cents  a  day  for  each  con- 
vict is  produced,  the  Committee  nro  fuin  to  believe  that  it  is  not  exti'avagant  to 
Calculate  that  the  vagrants  can  be  made  to  produce,  over  and  above  the  labor  that 
■hall  be  devoted  to  their  own  supply,  an  average  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a 
day  for  each  individual. 

More  than  double  this  is  constantly  attained  in  our  State  prisons,  and  why 
may  not  our  expectations  of  doing  half  as  well  be  realized?  If  the>'  should  be, 
in  this  respect  alone  a  saving  of  near  $40,000  a  year  would  be  ejected ;  and 
the  Committee  are  persuaded,  should  their  application  prove  successful,  that 
they  can  suggest  a  measure  more  equitable  than  general  taxation,  which  would 
in  the  end  relieve  the  City  treasury  from  the  greater  part  if  not  from  the 
iK^iole  of  the  residue  of  this  expense. 

Relying  upon  the  truth  of  these  statements,  and  having  in  view  the  fact, 
which  all  ex[)erience  has  demonstrated,  that  such  institutions  can  be  far  better 
managed  by  private  associations  than  by  public  authorities,  the  Committee  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  Common  Council  to  that  provision  of  their  act  of  incor- 
poration by  which  the  Prison  Association  is  authorized  to  *'  establish  a  work- 
house in  the  City  for  the  reception  of  vagrants  and  disorderly  persons,**  and  is 
empowered  to  keep,  detain,  employ,  and  govern  them ;  and  they  solicit  from 
the  Common  Council  the  means  of  carrjring  into  effect  the  benevolent  inten- 
tions of  the  Legislature. 

Bjr  reference  to  the  accompanying  documents  it  ^vill  be  seen  that  n  large  in- 
crease  to  the  number  of  o&cen  if  pn^[>06ed.  The  Committee  intended,  in  their 
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estimates,  to  take  the  outside  of  what  would  pi'obnbly  be  required.  The  labor 
of  the  prisoners,  to  be  productive,  must  be  peifor^ned  in  common.  To  ])revent 
intercourse  between  them  during  their  hours  of  labor,  and  to  soe  that  they  per- 
form their  allolled  tasks,  will  require  the  strictest  watchfulness.  But  that  is 
not  all  tho  duty  which  it  is  proposed  to  devolve  on  the  several  keepers.  They 
are  also  to  be  mornl  teachei's ;  and  to  do  that  duty  \visoly  and  well,  they  must 
become  acquainted  with  the  chnrnctors  and  dispositions  of  tho  persons  under 
their  chai-ge.  All  experience  has  shown  that  tho  faithful  performance  of 
these  duties,  amid  a  population  undergoin<i  such  constant  change,  would  forbid 
that  one  keeper  should  have  charge  of  more  than  twenty  or  tweuty-fiva 
prisoners. 

In  this  manner  and  in  other  respects,  as  will  be  seen  in  those  papers,  the 
Executive  Committee  have  prepared  and  provided  for  moral  instruction  for  the 
prisoners,  and  they  regard  this  as  an  essential  feature  of  their  plan.  Wherever 
it  has  been  introduced  into  prisons  it  has  been  attended  with  the  happiest  re- 
sults. In  houses  of  refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents  it  has  been  in  successful 
operation  many  years.  In  prisons  for  adults  it  has  been  introduced  much  more 
sparingly,  and  at  later  periods,  but  still  with  beneficial  effects. 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  662  vagrants  in  the  Penitentiary  at  our  examination  in 
June  last,  71  were  under  the  age  of  20,  and  460  under  the  age  of  30  years ; 
and  that  proportion  varies  little  in  the  course  of  the  year,  so  that  most  of  them 
are  of  an  age  which  promises  good  fruit,  from  judicious  and  careful  cultivation  ; 
and  when  it  shall  be  remembered  that  most  of  these  young  persons  have  never 
enjoyed  the  advantage  of  moral  culture — ^that  many  of  them  have  never  learned 
any  trade  by  which  to  obtain  an  honest  livelihood,  and  but  few  of  them  have 
ever  been  taught  even  the  temporal  advantages  of  a  virtuous  life,  it  will  readily 
be  felt  thfit  the  hope  of  working  much  good  among  a  class  now  abandoned  by 
society  to  the  indulgence  of  every  evil  passion,  or  to  the  destroying  influence  of 
corrupt  association,  is  not  entirely  without  foundation. 

To  erect  and  conduct  a  prison  which  shall  prevent  the  mutual  contaminatioD 
of  prisoners,  which  by  its  own  labor  shall  relieve  the  honest  part  of  the  commu- 
nity from  the  burden  of  its  suppoit,  and  which  shall  bring  to  bear  upon  a  neg- 
lected and  degraded  portion  of  our  population  every  practicable  appliance  for 
education  and  moral  reform,  are  the  ends  which  the  Prison  Association  now 
proposes  to  itself. 

Without  presuming  to  dictate  the  action  of  the  Common  Council,  the  Com- 
mittee beg  leave,  nevertheless,  respectfully  to  remind  them,  that  Blackwell*s 
Island  has  long  been  and  probably  long  will  be  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  a  penal 
establishment,  and  that  many  advantages  must  result  from  concentrating  all  our 
institutions  of  that  character  upon  a  spot  naturally  so  central  and  so  secluded. 

Already  great  injury  has  grown  out  of  the  location  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  on 
the  Island,  produced  by  the  crowds  of  visitors  which  it  attracts,  thus  relaxing 
the  discipline  of  the  Penitentiary,  and  converting  the  Island  from  a  place  of 
punishment  into  a  show  garden,  to  which  all  are  invited  to  resort. 

This  evil  will  be  greatly  augmented  by  locating  the  alms-house  there  ;  while 
the  distinction  between  the  poor  and  the  vicious  will  thereby  be  still  farther 
broken  down,  and  the  Island  will,  inevitably,  in  the  end,  be  avoided  by  the  virtu- 
ous, and  become  a  receptacle  only  for  the  insane,  the  infamous,  and  the  abandoned. 
It  is  therefore  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  the  interests  of  humanity — and 
of  the  City,  for  they  are  inseparable— do  not  demand  the  abanflonment  of  the 
Island  for  the  purposes  of  an  alms-house,  and  its  appropriation  to  penal  institu- 
tions alone,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  wiser  and  better  to  dedicate^he  buidl- 
ings  now  being  erected  there  to  the  purposes  of  a  work-house  to  be  conducted 
by  the  Association  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  Executive  Committee  are  persuaded  that  if  such  an  appropriation  shall 
be  made  of  those  buildings,  and  an  allowance  be  made  to  the  Association  of  $45 
per  year  for  each  vagrant  committed  to  them,  they  will  be  ubVe  to  la.VLft  <tw^  qH 
and  goTem  that  wMe  class,  with  a  saving  to  the  City  of  at  \«aat.  ^^^^^^  ^ 
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year*  with  an  improvement  in  the  moral  and  physical  condition  of  their  prison- 
en,  and  greatly  to  the  advancement  of  order  and  good  government. 

The  Committee  have  not  arrived  at  this  conclusion  without  anxious  and 
searching  inquiry,  and  due  and  careful  consideration. 

They  have  proposed  to  themselves  **  The  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents/*  as  the  model  on  which  to  form  their  execution  of  tlie 
important  trust  committed  to  them,  and  to  act  in  regard  to  vagrants  as  that 
Society  has  done  in  regard  to  young  offenders — to  have  a  prison  and  work-house 
combined,  in  which,  while  the  delinquents  may  be  confined  and  punbhed,  they 
may  by  their  labor  relievo  the  honest  part  of  the  community  from  the  burden 
of  their  support,  and  be  taught  the  salutary  lessons  of  repentance  for  the  post, 
and  reformation  for  the  future. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  their  act  of  incorporation,  they  placed  thif 
subject  under  the  care  of  the  undersigned,  who  have  for  several  months  given 
the  matter  their  careful  attention. 

They  sought  and  obtained  the  aid,  advice,  and  co-operation  of  the  **  Socie^ 
Ibr  the  Improvement  of  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,**  and  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Alms-House. 

And  in  now  presenting  to  the  Common  Council  this  their  earnest  application 
for  the  means  of  carrying  into  effect  this  great  end  and  object  of  their  act  of 
incorporation,  the  Executive  Committee  are  able  to  assure  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, not  only  of  the  entire  unanimity  of  their  own  Society  in  their  petition,  but 
of  the  cordial  co-operation  of  their  kindred  Society ;  and  they  deem  it  proper  to 
pledge  themselves  to  the  Common  Council,  and  to  the  community  at  large,  that 
if  their  application  shall  be  granted,  they  will  devote  themselves  to  the  task  with 
all  the  energy  and  fidelity  which  its  ultimate  success  may  demand. 
New  York,  November  7,  1846. 

J.  W.  EDMONDS,  Chairman  Executive  Com. 
R.  N.  HAVENS,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
W.  T.  McCOUN,  JOHN  D.  RUSS, 

JOHN  DUER,  JNO.  H.  GRISCOM, 

E.  PARMLY,  PROSPER  M.  WETMORE, 

ISRAEL  RUSSELL.  ISAAC  T.  HOPPER, 

B.  F.  BUTLER. 


At  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  New  York 
ciation  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  November  9,  1846, 
the  foregoing  memorial  was  read  and  the  following  resolution  relative  thereto 
unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  fully  concur  in  the  statements  and 
arguments  of  the  Memorial  of  the  Prison  Association,  and  respectfully  urge  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Association. 

J.  SMYTH  ROGERS,  Chairman,  pro  Urn. 

R.  M.  Hartley,  Secretary. 


Report  of  Committee  on  Statistics  referred  to  in  the  above  Memorial. 

Penitkwtiary,  June  20,  1846. 

Whole  number  of  Inmates 884 

Males  419 ;  Females  465.     White  788 ;  Black  9G. 
Vagrants 662 

Foreigners:    Males 181— Females 248 429 

Natives:  •*     101—       "       132 233—662 

White  Males 189— White  Females 399 588 

Black    do.     20— Black       do 26 46—634 
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Males.  Females, 

Under  20 26  Under  20 45 

Between  20  and  30 99  Between  20  and  30 190 

Between  30  and  40 « 69  Between  30  and  40 98 

Between  40  and  50 52  Betweea  40  and  50 36 

Between  50  and  60 21  Between  50  and  60 9 

Between  60  and  70 10 

Between  70  and  80 4 

Aged  99 1 

Total  number  committed  during  the  year  ending  20th  June,  1846,  3510 — 
daily  average  of  10.  Total  number  died  during  uie  year,  105 — or  2  each 
week. 

Weekly  ntunher  of  inmates  during  the  year  commencing  June  20,  1845,  and  end- 

ing  June  20,  184G. 


805 

1207 

1354 

1339 

1426 

957 

876 

1258 

1340 

1338 

1412 

968 

932 

1274 

1335 

1361 

1369 

931 

933 

1319 

1361 

1388 

1305 

882 

963 

1366 

.  1366 

1413 

1247 

892 

1008 

1375 

1326 

1423 

1164 

890 

1050 

1364 

1311 

1408 

1070 

879 

1108 

1381 

1326 

1412 

998 

884 

1160 

1363 

1323 

1429 

Average  number  during  the  year,  1203.  Smallest  number,  June  20,  1845, 
805;  largest  number,  February  28,  1846,  1429. 

The  rapid  increase  from  the  Ist  of  July  to  February  was  owing,  in  some 
measure,  to  the  new  police ;  and  its  decrease  from  that  time  till  now,  owing  to 
the  new  becoming  old,  in  some  measure. 

Vagiimts  constitute  about  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number. 
Thus:  20th  June,  1846,  the  whole  number,  884 ;  vagrants,  662;  others,  222. 

So,  the  average  for  the  year  being  1203 ;  the  average  of  vagrants  for  the 
year  900:  the  whole  number  committed  during  the  year  being  3510 — the 
number  of  vagrants  committed  during  the  year  must  be  2631. 

The  yearly  expense  of  supporting  each  prisoner  being  (as  per  second  re- 
port) 970  79. 

The  total  expense  per  year  for  the  900  must  be  $63,71 1. 

City  Prison,  June  ibth,  1846. 

Whole  number  of  Inmates 156 

Detained  for  trial 40 — Vagrants ^ 116 

Vagrants — Committed  for  5  days,  56  males,  22  females. 

"    for  over  5     »'        6      "        3 
To  be  tried  by  Special  Sessions. .. 94      '*        5 


Total 


.86 


it 


30 


»4 


Of  the  whole  number  of  inmates,  156:  Males — White,  97;  Black,  18;  To^ 
tal,  116.     Females— White  34  ;  Black,  7 ;  Total  41. 

No  account  of  ages  or  nativity  kept. 
The  expense  of  supporting  115  vagrants  in  the  City  Prison  at  the  same  rate, 

must  be  per  year $8,140  85 

Add  expense  at  Penitentiary 63,711  00 


Total .mVAlbV^ 
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Estimated  expense  of  supporting  the  estahlishmentj  calculated  on  Oie  basis  of 

having  one  thousand  inmates. 

Warden,  or  Principal  Officer $2,000 

Agent,  or  Clerk  to  keep  books  and  attend  to  the  principal  department    1 ,250 

Teacher,  including  Chaplain *s  duties 1,000 

Matron,  or  Principal  of  Female  Department 800 

Physicians — 1  resident  and  1  consulting 1 ,000 

Keepers  at  8400  per  year,  being  one  for  eveiy  25  inmates,  say  18.     7,20t) 

Assistant  Matrons, (the  same,)at  $250 4,500 

Porters— say  6,  at  $200  a  year 1,200 

Pay  of  officers $18,950 

Support  of  inmates,  $50  each 50,000 

Total '. : $68,950 

The  last  item  includes  all  the  expenses  of  the  establishment,  besides  the  pay 
of  officers.  And  it  is  estimated  at  $50  each,  for  the  reason,  that  such  is  found 
to  be  the  case  in  our  best  regulated  prisons.    Thus  at  Weathersfield  the  annual 

expense  for  each  prisoner  is $47  45 

In  Virginia  Penitentiary «. 47  45 

In  Sing  Sing 50  55 

In  our  House  of  Refuge 54  33 

In  Auburn 45  66 

In  Maryland 76  00 

In  Massachusetts 74  28 

This  is  the  expense  independent  of  the  earnings ;  and  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  in  all  these  institutions  (except  the  House  of  Refuge)  all  articles  of 
furniture  and  clothing  are  made  by  the  prisoners  from  the  raw  material.  In 
the  House  of  Refiige  this  is  only  partially  so.  Hence,  in  a  measure,  the  in- 
creased expense. 


PROCEEDINGS   OF   THE  COMMITTEE    ON   THE   WOEK-HOUSE. 

New  York,  June  19,  1846. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
for  the  ])urposo  of  taking  into  consideration  a  plan  for  a  work-house,  met  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Prison  Association. 

Present:  Messrs.  Duer,  Edmonds,  McCoun,  I.  Russell,  Griscom,  Rnss, 
Butler,  Parmly,  and  Havens. 

On  uiotioD  of  Mr.  Russell,  Judge  Edmonds  was  appointed  chairman,  and 
Dr.  Russ  secretary  of  the  Committee. 

The  chairman,  after  stating  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  moved  the  following 
resolutions : — 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  whom  shoukl  be  referred  all 
inquiries  concerning  the  number,  character,  age,  color,  and  sex  of  the  individuals 
who  are  likely  to  become  inmates  of  a  work-house. 

Which  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Russ,  Edmonds,  and  Havens  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  loca- 
i/on  and  erection  of  a  work-house,  together  with  its  government  and  disciplino, 
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and  the  nature  and  kind  of  employment  best  adapted  to  insure  its  successful 
operation. 

Messrs.  Griscom,  Russell,  and  Hopper  were  appointed  such  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Havens, 

Ri soiled.  That  said  Committee  have  power  to  confer  with  the  Society  for 

the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  and  that  Messrs.  Duer,  Edmonds,  and  Havens  be  added 

to  the  committee. 

And  the  Committee  adjourned. 

July  10,  1846. 
The  Committee  met. 

Present:  Messrs.  Edmonds,  J>uer,  Wetmore,  Havens,  Russell,  Hopper, 
Butler,  Russ,  and  Messrs.  Griscom  and  Collins  from  the  Poor  Asi^ociation. 

Judge  Edmonds,  from  the  Committee  on  Statistics,  reported  at  length. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  Wetmore,  the  report  was  accepted  and  laid  on  the  table, 
and  the  Committee  was  continued. 

Dr.  Griscom,  from  the  Committee  on  the  location  and  erection  of  a  work- 
house, reported  at  length.  The  report  was  accepted ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Duer,  the  cost  of  erection,  and  the  expense  of  suppoit,  wero  referred  back  to 
this  Committee,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Havens,  Dr.  Russ  .was  added  to  the  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duer, 

Rtsolvedf  That  the  earnings  of  county  prisons,  in  this  and  other  States,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Statistics ;  and  also  what  will  be  the  probable 
earnings  of  the  work-house,  and  what  are  now  the  earnings  of  the  prisonei-s  in 
the  Penitentiary. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Griscom, 

Resolved^  That  this  Committee  visit  and  personally  inspect  RandalPs  Island. 

The  Committee  adjourned. 

August  3. 

The  Work-house  Committee  met  at  the  rooms  of  the  Prison  Association. 

Present :  Judge  Edmonds,  (chairman,)  I.  T.  Hopper,  Duer,  Griscom,  Col- 
lins, Havens,  Russell,  Russ,  and  Wetmore. 

Dr.  Griscom,  from  a  sub-committee,  reported  in  part.  His  report,  was  con- 
sidered, and  re-committed. 

Adjourned. 

August  10. 
The  Committee  met. 

Present:  Judge  Edmonds,  (chairman,)  Messrs.  Hopper,  Leonard,  Collins, 
Griscom,  Russell,  Havens,  and  Russ. 

Dr.  Griscom,  from  the  Committee  on  Location  and  Erection,  reported  in  fiill. 

Dr.  Russ,  from  the  Committee  on  Statistics,  reported  in  full,  as  to  the  em- 
ptoyment  and  products  of  the  Penitentiary. 

Resolved,  That  the  reports  of  the  several  sub-committees  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three,  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the  Common  Council. 

Messrs.  Edmonds,  Griscom,  and  Russ  were  appointed  the  Committee. 

October  10. 
The  Work-house  Committee  met. 

Present:  Judge  Edmonds,  (chairman,)  Messrs.  Duer, Qriacoia,  CoWSna^^v 

vena,  Parmlj,  Riuv,  Russell,  and  Wetmore. 

6 
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Two  separate  reports  of  a  memorial  were  presented,  read,  and  considered. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Duer, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  unite  and 
amend  both. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Russ,  Mr.  Duer  was  added  to  the  Conunittee.  \ 

October  12. 
The  Work-house  Committee  met. 

Present :  Judge  Edmonds,  (chairman,)  and  Messrs.  Duer,  Parmly,  Russell, 
Hopper,  Wetmore,  Griscom,  and  Russ. 

The  Committee  on  the  Memorial  made  a  report,  which  was  considered,  dis- 
eussed,  and  adopted. 

Ordered,  that  the  chairman  report  the  same  to  the  Executive  Committee  finr 
their  sanction. 

Adjourned. 

Dr.  Griscom  reported : 

On  the  subjects  of  the  arrangement  and  cost  of  buildings  suitable  for  a  work- 
house, your  Committee  find  some  data  which  it  is  believed  may  be  adopted  as 
the  basis  of  calculation. 

In  the  fifth  annual  report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commbsioners  of  England  will 
be  found  two  birds-eye  views  and  two  ground  plans  of  buildings  designed  fcur 
this  purpose,  and  which  appear  well  arranged  for  it.  They  are  adapted  for 
800  persons  and  upward. 

Ample  space  may  be  there  found  for  receiviog-rooms,  dressing-halls,  dormi 
tories,  work-rooms,  wash-rooms,  infirmary,  officers*  residence,  offices,  scullery, 
storerooms,  and  all  other  necessary  apartments. 

The  committee  do  not  recommend  a  strict  adherence  to  these  plans ;  many 
variations  may  doubtless  be  found  expedient,  especially,  perhaps,  in  the  number 
of  close  cells  for  the  confinement  of  inmates ;  as  the  character  of  the  people  we 
shall  have  to  occupy  our  institution  will  be  somewhat  different  from  that  of  those 
in  the  ^ork-houses  of  England  and  Ireland.  Here,  they  will  be  prisoners ; 
there,  tliey  are  paupers  merely. 

With  respect  to  the  cost  of  suitable  buildings,  we  find  in  the  documents  of 
our  ci^  government,  estimates  already  made  for  this  purpose.  In  Doc.  No.  9, 
Assistant  Aldermen,  1845,  a  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  report  plans 
for  the  erection  of  new  buildings  for  alms-house  department,  report,  that  from 
the  architect  they  have  received  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  desired  buiklings, 
which  for  the  work-house  and  work-shops  amounts  to  $92,000.  In  this  esti- 
mate no  allowance  is  made  for  prison  labor,  which  would  cause  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  expense.  They  state  that  the  builders  woukl  be  willing  to 
take  all  the  laborers  who  could  be  obtained  from  that  source,  and  allow  fifty 
cents  a  day  for  each  man,  and  one  dollar  a  day  for  masons.  This  estimate  was 
made  for  buildings  on  Blackwell's  Island,  where  the  proximity  of  stone  for  the 
purpose  would  considerably  reduce  the  expense.  To  the  above  estimate  of 
cost  of  buildings  on  Randall's  Island,  should  the  contemplated  work-house  be 
established  there,  must  be  added  the  cost  of  transportation  of  stone,  except  so 
much  as  may  be  used  of  the  ruins  of  the  Nursery  buildings  lately  destroyed  by 
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fire.     The  fbandations  of  those  edifices  are  doubtless  good,  and  capable  of  being 
used  in  the  erection  of  a  work-house. 

It  will  doubtless  be  safe  to  estimate  the  cost  of  the  necessary  constructions  on 
Randall's  Island  at  $90,000. 


INSPECTION  OF   PRISONS. 

Experiencing  difficulty  in  inspecting  the  prisons  of  the  State, 
arising  sometimes  from  the  reluctance  of  their  officers  to  submit 
^o  what  they  deemed  unauthorized  intrusion,  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, in  their  petition  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  asked  for 
power  to  visit  and  ins;>ect,  to  such  an  extent  as  should  render 
their  examinations  thorough  and  satisfactory.  The  Legislature 
granted  them  the  necessary  power;  and  went  farther,  ex  mero 
motUj  and  made  it  ^^  the  dtUy  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  visit, 
inspect,  and  examine,  all  the  prisons  in  the  State,  and  annually 
report  to  the  Legislature,  their  state  and  condition,  and  all  such 
other  things  in  regard  to  them,  as  may  enable  the  Legislature  to 
perfect  their  government  and  discipline." 

The  performance  of  this  duty,  to  which  the  Legislature  justly 
attached  high  value,  would  necessarily  involve  the  Association  in 
a  heavy  expense,  amounting,  according  to  their  estimate — ^inde- 
pendent of  the  time  which  the  members  must  personally  devote  to 
it — ^to  at  least  $1000  a  year.  Yet  the  Legislature  made  no  provi- 
sion for  the  expense,  and  necessarily  devolved  it  upon  the  Associ- 
ation to  appropriate  their  funds  to  this  object.  Those  funds  being 
the  product  merely  of  voluntary  contributions,  the  Executive 
Committee  could  not,  without  disregarding  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  in  respect  to  other  objects  of  the  Association,  devote  so  large 
a  portion  to  this  object.  They  have,  therefore,  been  necessarily 
restricted  in  their  inspections,  and  have  visited  only  the  three  State 
Prisons,  the  County  and  City  Prisons  in  the  first  and  second  Senate 
Districts,  and  the  Prisons  in  the  Counties  of  Columbia  and  Oneida. 

The  Committee  to  inspect  the  State  Prison  at  Sing  Sing*,  con- 
sisted of  Messrs.  Duer,  Russ,  Edmonds,  Havens,  Benedict,  and 
Curtis. 

To  inspect  the  Clmton  Prison,  Dr.  Griscom  and  Judge  Edmonds 
were  the  Committee. 

To  inspect  the  Auburn  State  Prison,  the  Committee  consisted 

*  The  Prison  is  thas  designated  by  us  because  such  is  its  most  popular  name,  though 
m  te  stBtute,  it  is  ealled  the  State  Prison  at  Mount  Pleasant,  a  name  now  inappio^tttSA, 
because  the  Prison  ia  no  longer  in  the  town  of  Mount  Pleaiaiit. 
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of  Judge  Edmonds,  Dr.  Russ,  Vice  Chancellor  McCoun,  Messrs. 
R.  Reed  and  J.  McKeon.  of  New  York,  and  J.  Stanton  Gould, 
member  Assembly  elect  from  Columbia. 

To  inspect  the  Prisons  in  the  Counties  of  Kings,  Queens,  and 
Suffolk,  the  Committee  was  Messrs.  Duer,  Russ,  and  Curtiss. 

To  inspect  the  Prisons  in»the  Counties  of  Richmond,  Putnam, 
and  Dutchess,  Messrs.  Morse  and  Havens. 

To  inspect  the  Prisons  in  Westchester  County,  Mr.  Keyscr. 

To  inspect  the  Prisons  in  the  Counties  of  Rockland,  Orange,  and 
Sullivan,  Messrs.  Benedict  and  Reed. 

To  inspect  the  Prisons  in  Oneida  County,  Mr.  McKeen. 

To  inspect  the  Prisons  in  Columbia  County,  Messrs.  Curtis, 
Griscom,  and  Reed. 

To  inspect  the  Prisons  in  Albany  County,  Mr.  Reed. 

To  inspect  the  Prisons  in  the  Counties  of  Delaware  and  Green, 
Mr.  Mitchell. 

The  expense  of  these  inspections,  though  less  than  was  expected, 
owing  to  the  liberality  of  the  Schenectady,  the  Utica,  the  Syra- 
cuse, and  Auburn  Railroad  Companies,  who  transported  our  Com- 
mittee to  and  from  Auburn  free  of  charge,  yet  v  amounted  to 
$287  38 ; — a  serious  invasion  of  our  funds,  which  nothing  less  than 
a  sense  of  our  duty  to  the  Legislature,  and  of  the  importance  of 
the  interests  involved,  would  have  warranted. 

It  was  the  determmation  of  the  Executive  Committee  that  these 
inspections  should  be  exceedingly  minute  and  particular,  so  as  to 
lay  before  the  Association  and  the  Legislature,  a  mass  of  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  those  prisons,  and  their  inmates,  such  as  had 
never  before  been  made  public,  and  such  as  would  l?e  likely  to  aid 
"in  enabling  the  Legislature  to  perfect  their  government  ani 
discipline." 

In  regard  to  the  County  Prisons,  this  was  totally  out  of  the 
question.  The  loose  and  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  their 
accounts  were  kept — with  the  exception  of  the  Prison  in  Brooklyn, 
— would  not  permit  us  to  learn  much  more,  than  that  a  certain 
number  of  persons  had  been  in  jail,  had  been  accused  of  certain 
offences,  had  staid  there  a  certain  time,  and  had  gone  out.  And 
our  Committees  of  Inspection  had  frequent  and  abundant  cause  to 
lament  the  utter  failure  of  the  system  of  inspection  of  County 
Prisons  now  provided  by  law.  The  inspection,  however,  was 
carried  as  far,  when  attempted,  as  these  circumstances  would 
warrant,  and  far  enough  to  justify  the  repeated  allegation,  that  our 
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County  Prisons,  in  many  cases,  are  only  nui'series  of  crime,  where 
young  offenders  are  hardened  in  vice,  and  are  sent  out,  fitted  and 
well-prepared,  under  the  patronage  of  the  State,  for  an  early  and 
certain  condemnation  to  the  State  Prisons. 

Of  the  State  Prisons,  the  inspections  were  far  more  satisfactory  ; 
and  the  reports  of  the  several  Committees  detailed  on  that  duty, 
which  are  herewith  submitted,  embody  a  mass  of  very  valuable 
information,  well  calculated  to  show  the  workings  ^of  this  part  of 
our  penitentiary  system. 

Some  of  the  features,  which  these  documents  show  in  the  aggre- 
gate, it  will  be  proper  to  state  here,  because  otherwise  they  can 
be  arrived  at  only  in  detail. 

1.  We  have  four  State  Prisons,  three  for  males  and  one  for 
females,  which  have  been  erected  at  an  expense  exceeding 
8950  000,  which  are  capable  of  containing  2150  prisoners,  to 
which  are  attached  116  officers  in  the  pay  of  the  State,  and  which 
involve  an  expenditure  of  over  $220,000  a  year. 

2.  That  the  prisons  did  entirely  support  themselves,  until  the 
Legislature  interfered  by  prohibiting  to  them  certain  profitable 
kinds  of  industry  ;  that  since  that  interference,  they  have  been  a 
drain  upon  the  State  treasury,  which  has,  however,  been  gradually 
diminishing,  so  that  the  past  year  the  eamhigs  fall  very  little 
short  of  all  the  expenses  of  the  prisons,  excepting  such  as  were 
incurred  in  new  erections  and  additions ;  and  that  deficiency  will 
soon,  doubtless,  entirely  disappear. 

3.  That  only  about  a  one-hundreth  part  of  all  this  large  annual 
expenditure  is  directed  to  the  moral  or  mental  condition  of  the 
prisoners ;  the  whole  of  the  residue  being  devoted  to  the  physique^ 

•and  the  finances. 

4.  That  the  system  of  government  is  almost  entirely  that  of 
physical  force ;  somewhat  modified  and  improved  of  late  from  its 
former  harshness  and  cruelty,  by  the  state  of  public  opinion,  and 
the  character  and  temper  of  those  particularly  charged  with  the 
direction  of  that  government,  but  liable,  at  any  moment,  to  a 
relapse  from  apathy  in  the  public  mind  or  a  change  of  officers. 

5.  That  the  prosperous  financial  conditioia^qf  the  prisons  is 
owing  to  the  mode  of  contracting  out  the  labor  of  the  convicts — 
which  has  in  it,  however,  much  that  is  calculated  to  interfere  with 
their  moral  improvement,  and  much  that  has  a  tendency — so 
strong  is  the  interest  to  over-task  the  prisoners — ^to  restore  and 
continue  the  former  bard  and  iron  rule. 
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6.  That  the  whole  number  of  convicts  now  in  our  prisons  is 
1692,  while  ten  years  ago,  it  was  1511 ;  showing  an  increase  in 
that  period  of  five  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  while,  during  the  same  time, 
the  increase  in  our  population  has  been  over  60  per  cent 

7.  That  of  the  whole  number,  1625  are  males,  and  67  are  females ; 
286  are  blacks  and  Indians,  and  420  are  foreigners;  763  were 

intemperate ;  765  were  married ;  had  parents  living ; had 

families;  222  could  not  read  nor  write;  1365  were  for  crimes 
against  property,  250  against  the  person,  and  16  for  perjury; 
—  confessed  their  guilt ;  329  had  been  committed  to  prison  once 
before,  49  twice  before,  12  thrice  before,  and  10  four  or  more 
times. 

In  the  inspection  of  the  State  Prisons,  the  Committees  charged 
with  that  duty  have  made  it  a  rule,  and  have  conformed  to  it,  to 
have  a  personal  interview  with  each  prisoner,  to  examine  the  offi- 
cers under  oath,  and  contractors  and  their  clerks,  to  an  extent  that 
would  enable  them  to  understand,  fully  and  truly,  the  condition  of 
the  prison ;  to  inquire  into  the  system  of  government,  the  moral 
teaching,  the  medical  treatment,  the  number  of  insane,  and  the 
state  and  cause  of  their  disease,  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  establishment,  and  the  various  contracts — as  well  for  labor  as 
for  supplies,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  executed. 

The  results  of  this  rigid  examination  will  be  found  in  the  accom- 
panying documents. 

To  procure  a  more  perfect  and  thorough  inspection  of  County 
Prisons  the  ensuing  year,  the  Executive  Committee  have  prepared 
blank  tables,  which  they  have  transmitted  to  all  the  prisons  in  the 
State,  in  which  entries  may  be  made  by  the  keepers  from  time  to 
time.  If  that  task  shall  be  performed  by  those  officers,  and  not 
otherwise,  the  Committee  will  be  able,  in  their  next  annual  report, 
to  spread  before  the  Association  and  the  Legislature  more  accu- 
rate and  full  information — not  only  in  regard  to  the  condition  and 
government  of  all  our  prisons,  but  of  the  character,  condition,  and 
distinctive  features  of  their  inmates — ^than  has  ever  yet  been 
obtained  in  this  State. 

FINANCES. 

By  referring  to  the  accompanying  reports  from  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  from  the  Treasurers  of  the  Male  and  Female 
Departments,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  amount  of  Receipts 
during  the  yenr  have  been— 
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For  general  purposes, 83S91  59 

For  the  Female  Department,  in  money,      •        •        1018  29 
Do.  do.         in  donations  in  kind,  valued  at      325  00 . 


Making  a  total  of 85234  88 

showing  a  degree  of  liberality  on  the  part  of  our  citizens  in  the 
highest  degree  encouragmg,  and  demanding  from  the  Executive 
Committee  their  heartfelt  expressions  of  gratitude,  and  persevering 
and  increasing  efforts  on  their  part. 

This  amount  has  been  expended  in  the  following  manner : — 

For  Discharged   Convicts,  male  and  female,  including 
rent  of  "  The  Home,"   furniture  therefore,   and  com- 
pensation to  Matrons  and  Agent,    ....     83082  70 
Appropriations  to  the  Committee  on   Detentions,  ex- 
pended in  compensation  to  their  Agent,  and  the  relief 
of  prisoners  arrested  and  charged  with  crime,         .         337  11 
For  the  Inspection  op  Prisons,           ....         106  68 
For  Printing,  including  two  editions,  of  1200  each,  of  tne 
Second  Report,  blanks  for  inspection  of  prisons,  ad- 
vertising, etc.,         • 570  28 

For  salary  and  travelling  expenses  to  financial  Agent,         632  72 
For  miscellaneous  purposes,  namely,  rent  and  furniture 
of  office,  clerk  hire,  fuel,  stationery,  procuring  Charter, 
etc., 450  72 

The  collections  during  the  year  have  been  sufficient  for  all  the 
purposes  of  the  Association,  except  for  a  more  extended  inspection 
of  prisons ;  and  it  is  owing  no  debts,  except  a  few  of  a  small 
amount  contracted  for  that  object.  The  generosity  of  contributors 
has  enabled  the  Executive  Committee  to  afford  to  discharged  con- 
victs all  the  relief  that  was  necessary ;  to  print  and  circulate  a 
large  number  of  our  report;  and,  in  addition  to  last  year,  to 
inspect  all  our  State  prisons  and  fourteen  county  prisons,  and  to 
employ  an  agent,  whose  whole  time  is  devoted  to  the  care  and 
relief  of  prisoners  charged  with  offences. 

For  another  year  the  discharge  of  these  interesting  duties — 
which  are  ever  present  and  ever  pressing — and  a  more  complete 
inspection  of  prisons,  will  demand  a  larger  sum,  and  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  indulge  a  confident  hope  that  they  may  be  endowed 
with  the  necessary  means. 

The  Committee  regret  that  they  have  not  language  to  conv^ 
to  the  members  of  the  AssociatioUf  the  rich  reviard  ^\)i^\&  ^>9i^ 
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to  them,  and  which  is  freely  bestowed,  in  the  gratitude  so  deeply 
fell,  and  often  so  strongly  expressed,  by  the  prisoners,  for  our 
sympathy  or  our  aid.  Their  cheerful  looks,  their  tearful  eyes, 
their  swelling  emotion,  often  tell  us  the  tale  when  the  tongue  is 
silent.  It  is,  however,  best  expressed  by  themselves;  and  the 
following  letter,  received  within  a  few  days,  will  tell  the  story  in  a 
convict's  own  language. 

Rochester,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  10, 1846. 
The  Honorable  — — — 

My  vert  dear  Sir: — Last  Thursday  morning,  Mr. ^  (the  individ- 
ual with  whom  you  conversed  in  the  Agent*s  office  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison, 
during  your  mission  of  mercy  to  that  hard  place,)  called  on  me,  with  a  view  to 
get  employment.  I  need  not  say  to  you,  that  it  gave  me  indescribable  pleasure 
to  take  him  by  the  hand,  and  bid  him  an  enthusiastic,  heart-felt  welcome  to  the 
busy  scenes  of  this  bright  and  beautiful  world,  from  which  he  has  been  unhap- 
pily excluded  for  the  last  three  years.  He  came  to  roe,  (as  I  went,  but  a  few 
weeks  since,  to  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Holland,)  full  of  necessity — a  stranger  in  n 
stran^re  place — with  the  cold  winds  of  poverty  blowing  hard  about  me :  and  as 
Mr.  Holland  helped  me,  so  I  helped  him.  Before  noon,  I  secured  for  him  a 
lucrative  situation,  which  will  afford  him  a  comfortable  and  an  honorable  liveli- 
hood. 

I  feel  devoutly  grateful  to  God,  that  in  the  order  of  this  good  providence, 
— __  was  so  fortunate  as  to  have  fallen  in  with  such  a  friend,  at  a  time  whan 
80  greatly  needed ;  and  you  may  be  well  assured,  that  what  you  said  to  him, 
and  what  you  done  for  him,  has  given  a  tone — a  bearing — a  good  tendency  to  his 
present  course — and  will  to  his  whole  future  life — that  will  cause  you  to  be 
remembered  with  gratitude,  veneration,  and  love,  to  the  very  last  moments  of 
his^life.  His  friends  ere  this  have  heard  of  you,  of  your  ministry  of  kindness, 
and  of  Jove  to  their  unfoitunate  one.  Your  name  vn\\  make  many  a  hearth- 
stone glow  with  a  heat  divine,  for  this  one  act  of  disinterested  goodness.  You 
took  him  where  the  State  left  him ;  at  the  moment  when  her  servants  had  di- 
vested him  of  his  *'  black  and  white,**  his  robes  of  degradation  and  shame.  You 
were  the  first  to  infuse  into  his  blank  and  dark  soul  a  truly  good  and  noble  pur- 
pose—a purpose  to  be  a  wlwU  man — a  purpose  to  do  right.  Yes,  you  were  the 
torch-bearer  that  lighted  up  that  prostrate,  stricken  spirit — a  spirit  that  had 
cowered  before  scenes  of  cruelty  and  brutality,  which  you  can  neither  imagine 
or  I  describe.  Scenes,  if  pictured,  detailed,  unravelled  to  the  community,  would 
present  something  that  could  not  be  looked  upon  in  near  vision.  Something  that 
would  make  the  very  bones  of  the  dead  rattle  ;  the  stones  in  the  street  writfic  in 
deep,  piercing,  audible  agony, 

1  hope  in  God's  name  that  you  will  be  abundantly  successful  in  rousing  up 
the  generous  sympathies  of  your  fellow-citizens  in  behalf  of  the  inmates  of 
prisons — abundantly  successful  in  stirring  up  an  indignation  equally  generous,  in 
view  of  the  barbaric  discipline  of  those  of  this  great  State.  And  Cfod  grant,  that 
you  and  I  both  may  live  to  see  men  yet  coming  out  of  the  **  front  gate,"  re- 
newed, redeemed,  and  regenerated,  by  the  mild  influences  of  laws  laid  down  for 
their  guide,  direction,  and  observance  while  confined — ^the  mild,  hallowing  influ- 
ences of  kindness,  persuasion,  and  love. 

It  is  a  matter  of  enthusiastic  congratulation  to  myself,  and  those  who  have 
been  similarly  unfortunately  situated  with  myself,  that  such  a  truly  generous 
spirit  as         ■  is  enlisted  in  our  behalf — feels  interested  in  ^ur  best  good. 

Itb  a  long,  loud,  deep  voice  of  encouragement  which  we,  and  such  as  we,  can 
cAprehend.    A  holy  sympathy  and  sacred  duty,  which  to  be  known  must  be 
^/f/  we  lure  felt  it  to  our  Qiwpeakable  joy. 
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The  great  length  to  which  I  have  extended  this  epistle,  admonighes  me  to 
speedily  close,  when  I  began  I  only  designed  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness 
to  .  and  to  advise  yoa  of  his  present  prosperity  and  success  in  eons«- 

quence  of  that  kindness.  One  word  more  and  I  have  done.  In  rooting  up  the 
prison  disciple  of  this  State,  that  has  so  long  been  a  foul  blot  on  humanity's  page, 
aDow  me  to  say  to  yon,  that  no  system  not  founded  upon  kindness  and  persna- 
non  can  succeed.  That  will — that  will  accomplish  all  that  the  most  enlarged 
and  noble  charity  can  possible  contemplate. 

During  my  stay  in  the  Auburn  institution,  I  accumulated  a  great  mass  of 
thrilling  incklents  to  illustrate  this  position ;  and  if  perfectly  agreeable  to  yourself 
I  may,  on  some  future  occasion,  address  you  again,  and  give  you  a  brief  history 
of  the  bloody  administration  of and . 

Before  closing  this  hasty  letter,  I  would  make  grateful  and  honorable  mention 
of  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Holland,  of  thb  city,  whose  wlK)le  life  is  one  of  uninterrupted 
disinterested  benevolence. 

Finally,  be  assured  of  my  affectionate  regard. 

And  believe  me,  ve^  truly, 

Vours,  . 

DETENTIONS. 

This  department  embraces  all  those  who  are  arrested  and  de- 
tained for  trial,  or  as  witnesses,  in  the  prisons  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn.  The  extent  of  the  field  thus  opened  to  the  Committee 
can  be  best  judged  of,  by  ascertaining  the  number  who  yearly 
demand  then:  attention  in  this  regard. 

In  New  York,  the  number  thus  arrested  during  the  year  ending 
Ist  November,  1846,  was  as  follows  : — 

In  November,  1845        ....  3905 

December,      "  .        .        .        .  4163 

January,  1846 4051 

February 1602 

March 1901 

April 1933 

May 2619 

June 2612 

'  July 2868 

August 2891 

September 2490 

October 2313 


Making  a  total  of       .        .        .      33,148*^ 

In  Brooklyn,  the  number  arrested  and  carried  before  the  justices 
of  the  municipal  court  or  the  mayor,  during  the  year,  was  2084. 
Thus  making,  in  the  two  cities,  35,232  cases  ui  one  year,  which 

*  Tbe  whole  nimiber  arrarted  from  JvHj  1, 1845,  to  November  1,  l^iB,  "owi  Kl  ^"^ 
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would  be  embraced  within  the  scope  of  this  department  of  the 
Association. 

The  discharge  of  the  duty  which  the  Committee  had  assumed  in 
regard  to  this  class  of  prisoners  thus  numerous,  would  of  necessity 
involve  the  consumption  of  more  time  than  the  members  could 
withdraw  from  their  other  avocations,  and  rendered  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  agent  necessary.  In  their  last  report,  the  Executive 
Committee  expressed  their  hope  of  being  able  to  have  one.  The 
flourishing  state  of  our  finances  have  realized  that  hope ;  and  on 
the  5th  day  of  February,  1846,  Mr.  George  E.  Baker  was  em- 
ployed for  that  purpose,  and  has  since  then  devoted  his  whole  time 
to  this  duty.  The  following  report  from  him  shows  the  extent 
and  oiTect  of  his  operations. 

To  the  Executive  ComrmUee  of  the  New  York  Prison  Association : — 

On  the  fifth  of  February,  of  the  present  year,  the  undersigned  received  from 
your  Committee  the  appointment  of  agent  of  the  Committee  on  Detentions. 
The  duties  of  this  office  are  specified  in  the  by-laws  of  the  Committee. 

A  sunrey  of  the  field  of  operations  will  convince  any  one  that  its  interests 
and  requirements  are  of  no  trifling  moment  No  less  than  five  prisons  are  era- 
braced  in  these  limits,  to  wit :  The  City  Prison,  (or  *'  Tombs,**)  the  Eldridge- 
street  Jul,  the  prisons  at  Essex  and  Jeflferson  Markets,  and  the  one  at  Brooklyn. 
A  brief  view  of  each  of  these  prisons,  as  to  the  number  of  their  inmates,  etc., 
may  not  be  out  oC  place. 

1.  The  City  Prison,  whose  character,  size,  etc.,  are  so  well  and  fully  de- 
scribed in  the  last  report  of  the  Committee  on  Detentions  as  to  preclude  the 
necessity  of  anything  further  on  this  point.  The  average  number  of  persons 
confined  in  this  prison,  during  the  year,  is  one  hundred  and  seventy-four ;  the 
largest  number  two  hundred  and  forty-eight ;  the  smallest*  number  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one. 

The  Eldridge-street  Jail  has  seldom  had  more  than  ten  persons  in  confine- 
ment, at  any  one  time,  during  the  last  year. 

The  prisons  at  Essex  and  Jefiferson  Markets  contain,  on  an  average,  about 
thirty  persons  each. 

The  Brooklyn  Jail  averages,  in  numbers,  about  sixty.  At  times  it  has  con- 
tained eighty. 

The  number  of  females  constitutes  about  one-fourth  of  these  numbers,  in  all 
the  prisons. 

A  few  words  as  to  the  character  and  wants  of  these  prisons  will  also  serve  to 
show  the  necessity  of  some  more  systematic  attention  to  their  interests  than 
¥rais  ever  bestowed  previous  to  the  organization  of  this  Association. 

1.      HEALTH   OF   THE   PRISONBSS. 

The  City  Prison. — The  health  of  its  inmates,  during  the  summer,  has  been 
generally  good.  The  temperature  of  the  prison  in  summer,  owing  to  its  thick 
stone  walls,  is  always  moderate ;  but  in  winter  the  case  is  different.  Coldness 
and  dampness  are  among  the  most  prolific  causes  of  disease,  at  this  season  of  the 
year.  Many  deaths  occur  in  this  prison,  but  mainly  fi*om  diseases  originating 
without  the  walls, — such  as  delirium  tremens,  drunkenness,  and  kindred  dis- 
eases. Large  quantities  of  medicine,  adapted  to  these  disorders,  are  kept 
€oa9taat}jr  in  the  office  of  the  prison,  and  aamiiuttered»  as  occasioa  recjuirest  by 
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the  keepers.  A  physiciui  is  appointed  to  this  prison  by  the  city  gorenimenti 
who  visits  the  prison  daily,  and  when  sent  for,  in  sudden  attacks,  by  the  keepers* 
But  the  facilities  for  taking  proper  care  of  the  sick  must,  of  course,  be  very 
limited  in  a  prison  of  this  size,  destitute  of  a  hospital.  Cases  of  child-birth  are 
not  unfrequent  in  the  female  department,  although  no  proper  accommodations 
for  such  cases  are  at  hand.  Severe  and  dangerous  cases  of  disease  are  some- 
times removed  to  the  Hospital  on  Blackwell's  Island.  A  case  of  this  kind  is 
recorded  in  my  diary,  (November  — .) 

"J.  P.  lies  dangerously  ill  in  one  of  the  cells  of  the  City  Prison,  in  the  sec- 
ondary stages  of  the  syphilis ;  and  although  he  is  charged  with  the  serious  crime 
of  burglaiy,  yet  common  humanity  requires  that  he  should  not  be  left  to  die  in 
his  damp  and  solitary  cell.  I  have,  there6>re,  applied  to  the  keeper  and  to  the 
Court  of  Sessions  to  have  him  removed  to  the  hospital.  After  some  delay,  he 
was  sent  to  the  Penitentiary  hospital.*'  It  seems  to  be  an  imperative  necesai^ 
that  a  hospital  should  be  attached  to  this  prison,  with  suitable  medical  attend- 
ance. Stated  reports  should  also  be  required  of  the  physician  as  to  the  sanitary 
coQdition  of  the  prison.  At  present  he  makes  no  report  to  any  one,  neither 
does  he  keep  any  record  of  the  cases  that  occur.  It  is  not  imconunon  for  a 
corpse  to  be  left  for  a  day  or  more  in  the  same  room  with  prisoners  of  all  grades 
and  ages.  In  my  diary,  June  21,  is  the  following  entry :  *^  Two  boys,  seven 
and  nine  years  ox  age,  both  of  them  blind,  having  strayed  from  the  Asylum,  were 
taken  up  by  the  police  and  committed  to  prison.  In  the  same  room  with  them 
were  persons  of  abandoned  character,  and  among  the  rest  a  corpse!" 

2.      CLEANLINESS. 

The  persona]  cleanliness  of  the  prisoiiers  is  seriously  neglected  in  all  our 
prisons.  Not  a  bathing  apparatus  is  in  operation,  nor  are  the  cells  furnished  with 
even  soap  or  towels,  as  they  evidently  should  be.  The  prisoners  have  no  changes 
of  clotj^ing,  except  such  as  are  furnished  by  the  kindness  of  friends,  or  some- 
times by  die  keepers,  from  their  cast-off  wardrobe.  Prisoners  have  not  unfre- 
quently  gone  into  court  from  the  prison,  whose  personal  appearance  in  these 
respects  has  been  almost  a  violation  of  the  law  against  indecent  exposure.  The 
cells  and  bedding  of  some  of  these  prisons  are  also  exceedingly  filtiiy,  and  liable 
to  severe  animadversion,  as  I  have  too  frequently  had  occasion  to  note  in  my 
diary  and  monthly  reports. 

3.      DISCIPLINE   AND   INSTRUCTION. 

But  few  offences  are  common  among  the  inmates  of  our  houses  of  detention ; 
the  principal  of  which  are  making  a  noise,  destroying  the  bed-clothes,  and  the 
like.  These  offences  are  generally  punished  by  depriving  the  prisoners  of  their 
accustomed  liberty  on  the  corridors.  Little  or  no  instruction  is  afforded  the 
prisoners  of  any  kind.  A  few  benevolent  persons  are  in  the  practice  of  visiting 
the  Female  prison  on  Sundays,  and  conducting  some  religious  services ;  Beyond 
this  very  little  is  done  for  their  moral  or  religious  instruction.  No  library  has 
yet  been  provided  for  the  City  Prison.  By  my  diary  of  June  13th,  it  will  be 
seen  that  I  made  application  to  the  New  York  Bible  Society  to  furnish  each 
cell  of  this  prison  with  a  Bible,  which  was  done.  Since  then,  as  one  of  the 
keepers  remarked,  the  prisoners  cannot  with  so  much  reason  complain  that 
**  they  have  nothing  to  do.*' 

4.      TOUTH   OF  THE  PRISONERS. 

There  are  at  all  times  more  or  less  boys  and  girls  from  10  years  of  age  and 
upwards,  and  even  younger,  to  be  found  in  prison,  and  these  require  the  most 
urgent  attention.    The  followins  cases  frt>m  my  diaiy  will  illustrate  this  fact : 

April  16.  *«  Visited  City  rrison.  Found  a  German  woman  ^\2ki  ti^^ 
dtflmn;  one  oftbem,  s  boy,  wu  blind  tnd  piitially  idiotic,  iiid\i«ii\M«ii«»v- 
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crated  from  his  mother  and  confined  in  the  male  prison.  None  of  them  being 
able  to  understand  a  word  of  English,  they  had  suffered  the  most  intense 
anguish,  keeping  the  prisoners  awake  during  the  night  with  their  sobs  and 
groans,  not  knowing  for  what  they  were  imprisoned.  I  immediately  called  on 
Dr.  Telkampf,  a  German  physician  and  member  of  our  committee,  and  he  went 
with  me  to  Uie  prison,  when  we  ascertained,  in  brief,  that  the  woman  arrived  in 
this  citY  about  a  week  previous,  and,  after  spending  all  her  money,  was  turned  out 
of  the  hotel  where  she  stopped,  and  arrested  by  the  police.  Her  husband  is  at 
woriK  in  Plymouth,  Mass.  The  German  Society,  at  Dr.  T.'s  request,  procured 
her  and  her  children  a  passage  to  Plymouth." 

April  18.  **  Visited  City  Prison.  Two  chiklren,  brother  and  sister,  had 
been  committed.  On  inquiry,  I  found  them  to  be  orphans,  15  and  9  years  of 
ase  respectively ;  they  referred  me  to  a  respectable  lady  in  G^-—  street,  from 
vniom  I  learned  that  the  boy  was  very  worthy  and  industrious,  supporting  him- 
self and  sister  by  his  labor.  This  kind  lady  offered  to  take  charge  of  both  of 
them,  and  they  were  placed  in  her  care.  They  were  thus  saved  from  being 
sent  to  the  Farms.  They  had  been  arrested  through  some  misapprehensioi: 
of  the  police  officers.** 

5.      WITNESSES    CONFINED    IN   PRISON. 

Few  persons,  not  familiar  with  our  prisons  and  courts,  are  aware  of  the  large 
nmnber  of  witnesses  to  be  found  in  our  prisons,  both  male  and  female.  Such 
persons,  confined  within  the  walls  of  a  gloomy  prison  in  company  with  felons 
and  dissolute  persons,  claim,  peculiariy,  the  attention  of  your  agent.  Among  the 
cases  noted  in  my  diary,  the  following  are  Introduced : — 

**  Oct.  — .  A  man  is  confined  in  the  City  Prison  as  a  witness,  who  in  conse- 
quence  will  lose  a  good  contract,  which  will  deprive  him  of  labor  during  the 
coming  winter.*' 

**  Sept.  20.  A  woman,  a  stranger  in  the  city,  had  a  bundle  of  clothes  stolen 
from  her ;  she  made  complaint  to  a  police  officer,  pointing  out  tlie  thief.  She 
was  committed  to  prison  as  a  witness  in  the  case,  and  remained  there  three 
weeks  without  ever  hearing  a  word  as  to  her  case  from  any  officer  of  the  law. 
At  the  request  of  your  agent  she  was  released,  but  without  the  recovery  of  her 
clothes,  or  even  the  arrest  of  the  thief.'* 

**  Sept.  29.  M.  H.,  a  young  woman,  has  been  in  prison  ihiTteen  weeks  as  a 
witness  in  a  case  where  the  defendants  were  on  bail.** 

When  this  case  was  finally  called  up  for  trial,  the  District  Attorney  did  not 
deem  it  of  sufficient  strength  to  proceed  to  trial,  and  dismissed  it.  A  number 
of  attempts  were  made  by  your  agent  to  procure  her  release  during  her  long 
imprisonment,  but  without  effect. 

6.      GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

There  are  many  things  connected  with  the  management  of  the  City  Prison 
that  are  entitled  to  praise.  The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  food  is  unexcep- 
tionable, consisting  of  beef,  rice,  mu^  bread,  mohsses,  and  coffee.  But  the 
dishes  on  which  the  food  is  served  are  a  disgrace  to  the  city.  Neither  knives, 
forks,  or  plates  are  provided,  a  few  very  common  tin  cups  being  the  extent  of 
the  provision  in  this  department. 

The  keepers  generally  manifest  an  increasing  interest  in  the  efforts  of 
our  Association  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  prison  and  its  inmates.  And 
I  cannot  allow  the  occasion  to  pass  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  fidelity  of 
the  matron,  Mrs.  Foster,  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties,  and  her  readiness  to 
aid  in  every  measure  to  promote  the  well-being  and  reformation  of  the  female 
prisoners  under  her  charee. 

Your  agent,  soon  after  his  appointment,  commenced  a  diary,  in  which  are  noted 

many  cases  of  great  interest  in  which  relief  has  been  afi^ed  to  unfortunate 

primmn,    Tbk  diuj,  tog0tbm  with  a  detailed  report,  has  been  BubmittMl  to 
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jour  committee  at  each  of  its  monthly  meetiDgs.  With  the  exception  of  pro- 
viding employment  for  the  prisoners,  it  is  believed  that  most  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  by-lawSf  referred  to  in  the  commencement  of  this  paper,  have 
been  in  some  degree  complied  with. 

There  are  some  serious  obstacles  in  the  way  of  providing  the  inmates  of  our 
houses  of  detention  with  employment ;  notwithstanding  which  your  agent  does 
not  entirely  despair  of  its  yet  being  effected. 

The  whole  number  of  commitments  to  the  three  principal  prisons  alluded  to 
in  this  report,  during  the  year  ending  December  1, 1846,  is  twelve  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty ;  to  wit : — 

To  the  City  Prison,  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and  five : 
To  the  Eldridge-street  Jail,  one  hundred  and  seventy-one : 
To  the  Bi-ooklyn  Jail,  eight  hundred  and  fifby-four. 

In  this  vast  number  of  persons,  it  may  be  readily  supposed  that  there  will  be 
a  great  number  of  unfortunate  and  innocent  persons  requiring  the  aid  and  atten- 
tion of  some  one.  And  if  your  agent  has  in  any  manner  afforded  such  aid  and 
attention,  the  consciousness  of  having  done  so  he  feels  to  be  his  best  reward. 

All  of  which  is  respectfuOy  submitted. 

GEO.  E.  BAKER. 

The  condition  of  the  prisons  of  this  city  continues  to  be  a  source 
of  great  anxiety  to  the  Executive  Committee.  Loud  and  repeated 
as  have  been  the  complaints — severe  as  has  been  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  state  of  things,  very  little  permanent  improvement  has 
been  witnessed.  The  Common  Council,  with  whom  is  abundant 
authority  to  correct  the  evil,  seem  disposed  to  content  themselves 
with  imitating  our  example  of  scolding  occasionally ;  and  in  the 
end,  our  City  Prison  and  Penitentiary  continue  to  be,  in  the  midst 
of  an  enlightened  and  benevolent  community,  what  we  have  often 
denounced  them  to  be,  a  "  disgrace  to  the  city  and  the  administra- 
tion of  justice." 

If  the  application  in  regard  to  a  work-house  shall  be  successful, 
an  immediate  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  vagrants,  who 
constitute  a  large  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  our  prisons,  may  be 
confidently  calculated  upon ;  but  a  large  number  of  prisoners  will 
still  be  left  continually  exposed  to  the  moral  contamination  and 
ruin  to  which  they  are  now  condemned.  Judging  from  the  past, 
the  Executive  Comn^jttee  do  not  feel  warranted  in  expecting  fi-om 
the  action  of  the  Common  Council  the  much  desired  reform.  That 
which  so  long  has  been,  seems  destined  yet  to  be,  unless  relief 
shall  be  sought  and  obtained  in  other  and  higher  quarters.  With 
that  view,  an  application  ought  to  be  made  to  the  Legislature  to 
have  our  city  prisons  placed  under  the  management  of  a  body  of 
governors  and  inspectors,  who  shall  hold  their  places  independent 
of  the  constant  fluctuations  which  attend  our  Common  Council,  and 
who  shall  exercise  in  regard  to  those  uistitutions  iVie  ssixve  ^.u^OifvV]  ^ 
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and  discharge  the  same  duties  of  inspection  and  government,  that 
are  now  applied  to  the  government  of  the  State  prisons.  There 
may  then  be  some  expectations  entertained  that  something  will  at 
least  be  attempted  towards  a  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  those 
institutions,  and  an  improvement  of  the  moral  condition  of  their 
inmates. 

The  efforts  which  this  Association  can  make  towards  such  an 
end  are  necessarily  feeble,  because  dependent  on  the  action  of  others 
— and  in  detail,  as  defect  after  defect  shall  be  pointed  out  by  them. 
One  of  those  efforts  was  made  in  July  last,  with  a  view  of  obtain- 
ing rehgious  services  in  the  City  Prison.  A  memorial  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Common  Council,  and  in  November  following,  a 
report  was  made  upon  it,  in  one  of  the  Boards  of  the  Common 
Council,  wherein  the  abominations  of  that  prison  were  depicted  in 
vivid  colors,  and  a  remedy  proposed  by  erecting  a  new  prison — 
a  remedy  rather  disproportioned  to  the  prayer  of  our  petition,  and 
involving  a  greater  expenditure  of  money,  and  a  longer  delay  in 
point  of  time,  than  would,  at  the  first  blush,  seem  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  answer  its  request. 

PRISON  DISCIPLINE. 

,  In  addition  to  the  inspection  of  prisons,  which  belongs  to  this 
department,  and  yhich  has  already  been  mentioned,  the  action  of 
the  Executive  Committee  in  this  regard  is  so  well  portrayed  in 
the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee,  that  little  of  general  interest 
can  be  added  in  this  connection. 

Repeating  the  remark  heretofore  made,  that  the  Association  is 
not  wedded  to  any  particular  system  of  prison  discipline,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  wgrkings  of 
the  two  systems  which  originated  and  prevail  in  this  country,  and 
they  rejoice  to  perceive  the  gradual  approximation  of  the  two  to 
each  other.  Both  have  their  advantages  and  their  defects,  and  it 
would  seem  to  be  the  demand  of  humanity  that  the  former  should 
be  advanced  and  encouraged,  and  the  latter  corrected.  If  the 
Separate  system  has  its  faults,  it  has  at  least  the  advantage  of  an 
exemption  from  those  terrible  cruelties  which  have  marked  the 
progress  of  the  Silent  system,  and  which  have  tended  much  to  sink 
it  in  public  estimation. 

At  the  meeting  at  Frankfort,  of  which  Dr.  Julius  wrote  in  his 

letter,  the  discussion  of  this  question  resulted  in  the  expression  of  a 

decided  preference  for  the  Separate  system.    The  proceedings  of 
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that  meeting  will  not  be  unintei^sting  to  the  Association,  and  an 
account  of  them  is  here  inserted. 

Berlin,  22d  October,  1846. 

The  raentiooed  Congress  has  been  held,  oo  the  28th,  29th  and  30th  Septem- 
ber, at  Frankfort ;  and  its  results  having  surpassed  my  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions, I  send  them,  (in  French,)  herewith  inclosed.  You  will  find  that  we 
counted  seventy-five  members,  whereof  forty-eix  were  (Germans,  and  twenty- 
nine  foreigners ;  among  whom  there  were  six  Englishmen,  six  Frenchmen,  six 
Swedes  and*  Norwegians,  five  Dutchmen,  two  Swiss,  and  one  from  Belgiunif 
Denmark,  Poland,  and  the  United  States,  (Mr.  Dwi^t.)  Among  the  Ger- 
mans, there  were  eight  judges  or  presidents  of  tribunals,  seven  professors  of 
law  at  the  universities,  six  superintendents  of  prisons,  five  chaplains  of  prisons, 
SIX  physicians,  five  advocates,  four  members  bf  legislative  bodies,  etc  From 
abroad,  we  saw  in  this  Congress  four  chiefs  of  the  administration  of  prisons  by 
governments,  three  inspectors-general  of  prisons,  some  presidents  or  secretaries 
of  prison  societies,  three  prison  architects,  four  editors  of  prison  journals,  and  on 
die  whole  a  mass  of  deep  and  thorough  acquaintance  with  all  subjects  relating  to 
penal  law  and  prison  discipline,  such  as  never  before  has  been  concentrated  on 
one  spot.  The  lights  brought  together  could  only  illuminate  all  around  them, 
and  build  a  fire  and  kindle  a  flame  brightening  not  merely  those  standing  by  it, 
but  likewise  the  whole  civilized  world,  on  bo&  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  eight  resolutions,  seven  of  which  were  carried  nearly  unanimously,  and 
one  (the  fourth)  with  a  very  great  majority  of  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
assembly,  Rre  contained  in  the  inclosed  paper. 

Next  year  we  shall  meet  about  the  same  time,  at  Brussels ;  and  I  hope  we 
shall  see  you  there,  with  some  other  Americans.  All  the  debates  of  the  meet- 
ing will  be  immediately  printed,  in  two  editions — one  in  German,  the  other  in 
French.     As  soon  as  the  French  edition  comes  out,  I  shall  send  it  to  you. 

The  moral  impression  made  by  the  debates,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  Con- 
gress, in  Germany,  is  immense ;  and  I  trust  it  will  be  the  same  in  America,  as 
soon  as  you  shall  make  it  known. 

This  Congress  may  be  regarded  not  only  as  an  era  in  prison  discipline,  but  in 
civilization.  Such  an  assembly  of  good  and  learned  men, 'drawn  together  from 
so  many  nations,  for  an  object  so  pure  and  philanthropic  as  the  welrare  of  pris- 
oners, is  a  weksome  sign  of  the  humanity  of  our  age. 

We  present  a  translation  of  the  resolutions  .adopted  by  the  Congress.  By 
the  Separate  system  is  meant  that  system  of  prison  discipline  which  separates 
the  prisoners  absolutely  from  each  other.  It  is  substantially  the  system  of 
Philadelphia.  The  opposite  system  is  called  the  Congregate,  or  Social.  It  is 
substanially  the  system  of  Auburn.  , 

RESOLUTIOirS. 

1.  PenoiiB  suspected  or  accused,  that  is  before  trial,  shall  undergo  separate  or  indi- 
vidual imprisunment,  so  that  there  can  be  no  kind  of  communication  between  them 
and  other  prisoners,  except  where,  on  the  demand  of  the  prisoners  themselves,  the 
magistrates  think  proper  to  allow  them  intercourse  to  a  certain  extent,  within  limits 
determined  by  the  law. 

2.  Persons  convicted  should  in  general  undergo  separate  imprisonment,  with  the 
aggravations  and  mitigations  commanded  by  the  natare  of  their  onences  and  sentences, 
their  character  and  conduct,  in  such  a  manner  that  each  prisoner  shall  be  occupied  in 
nsefiil  labor;  that  he  shafl  enjoy  daily  exercise  in  the  open  air;  that  he  shall  partake  of 
the  benefits  of  religious,  moral,  and  other  instruction,  and  of  religious  exercises;  that 
he  shall  receive  regularly  the  visits  of  a  minister  of  his  persuasion,  of  the  director,  of 
the  physician,  ana  of  tne  members  of  the  committees  of  inspection, — besides  other 
visits  which  may  be  allowed  by  the  rules  of  the  prison. 

3.  The  preceding  resolution  shall  apply  especially  to  imprisonment  for  short  terms 
of  time. 

4.  Separate  imprisonmeat  sball  be  aqoally  qiplicable  to  deteQ.tkina  Vxt  %\od%  X»nii\ 
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oombinm^  willi  it  aU  the  progreMiYe  mitigAtioiis  compatible  with  the  nuuntenanoe  of 
the  principle  of  separation. 

5.  When  th^  bodily  or  mental  health  of  a  prisoner  shall  reonire  it,  the  goTemment 
of  the  prison  can  submit  the  prisoner  to  sach  treatment  as  shall  be  judged  proper,  somI 
even  allow  him  the  solace  ofconstant  society ;  withoat,  however,  in  this  case,  allowing 
him  to  meet  other  prisoners. 

6.  The  separate  prisons  should  be  oonstracted  so  that  each  prisoner  can  be  present 
at  the  religions  exercises,  seeing  and  hearing  the  officiating  clergyman,  and  being  seen 
bj  him,  bat  withont  interfering  with  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  separation  of  the 
prisoners  finom  each  other. 

7.  The  substitution  of  the  punishment  of  separate  imprisonment  for  the  punishment 
of  imprisonment  in  common  (the  Congregate  system)  should  have,  as  an  immediate 
ooDseqnence,  the  shortening  of  the  terms  of  imprisonment,  as  they  are  determined  bj 
ezisti^  codes. 

8.  Toe  revision  of  penal  legislation,  the  organization  by  law  of  an  inspector  of  prisons, 
and  of  committees  or  overseers,  and  the  esteblishment  of  a  board  of  patronage  for  dia- 
charged  convicts,  should  be  considered  as  an  indispensable  part  of  penitentiary  reform. 

Note.— The  resolutions  1  to  3,  and  5  to  8,  were  passed  unanimously,  or  nearly  so ; 
the  4th  resolation  was  passed  by  a  very  strong  majority. 

It  does  not  appear  whether  the  idea  was  there  entertained  or  dis- 
cussed that  a  system,  better  than  either,  could  not  be  formed  out 
of  a  union  of  the  two,  nor  how  far  the  harshness,  which  had  char- 
acterized the  Auburn  system,  had  tended  to  produce  the  conclusion 
arrived  at. 

The  Executive  Committee  do  not  propose  in  this  place  to  discuss 
the  former  point.  Time,  and  the  result  of  the  experiments  now  be- 
ing tried,  will  lead  to  a  conclusion  far  more  satisfactory  than  any 
mere  speculation.  But  to  pause  a  moment  on  the  latter  topic  will 
be  alike  interesting  and  profitable.  For  we  may,  from  the  contem- 
plation, not  only  learn  the  causes  of  the  decline  of  the  system  which 
originated  in  our  State,  but  we  may  obtain  a  salutary  admo- 
nition as  to  the  necessity  of  constant  vigilance  to  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  cruelties  which  might  challenge  the  competition  of  the 
Spanish  Inquisition  in  its  worst  days. 

The  relation  of  a  few  well-authenticated  cases  will  be  sufficient 
to  teach  the  desired  lesson,  while  they  will  add  to  our  report  all 
the  gloom  which  can  well  be  afibrded. 

On  one  occasion,  some  idle  writing  was  discovered  on  a  door  in 
one  of  the  work-shops,  and  the  keeper  in  charge  attempted  to  dis- 
cover the  author  of  it.  After  two  or  three  futile  attempts,  he 
announced  to  his  gang  of  about  fifty  men,  that  if  the  writing 
appeared  again  he  would  whip  every  man  in  his  shop,  until  he 
foond^he  guilty  one.  In  a  short  time  the  writing  did  appear  again, 
and  he  put  his  merciless  threat  into  execution.  One  after  the  other 
of  the  gang  was  brought  up  in  the  presence  of  the  whole,  stripped, 
and  flogged  his  twelve  lashes,  until  twenty-two  of  them  received 
the  iniUction,  when  one  of  those  yet  untouched,  innocent  of  the 
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offence,  with  a  generous  devotion  that  would  have  immortalized 
him  on  the  Rio  Grande,  confessed  himself  to  be  the  offender,  in 
order  to  arrest  *:  the  progress  of  cruelty,"  received  his  share  of  the 
punishment,  and  terminated  this  revolting  scene. 

In  another  instance  a  prisoner  complained  of  want  of  food.  He 
was  an  industrious,  faithful  fellow,  and  his  immediate  overseer, 
'  convinced  that  from  weakness  he  could  not  do  a  day's  work,  after 
several  vain  efforts  to  procure  more  food  for  him,  made  a  repre- 
sentation to  the  principal  keeper.  That  officer  spoke  to  the  prisoner, 
While  he  was  at  work,  with  a  hammer  in  his  hand.  As  was  usual, 
the  convict  raised  his  hand  with  a  respectful  salute  to  his  officer. 
The  keeper  chose,  however,  to  construe  it  into  an  assault  upon 
him,  and  he  struck  the  convict  with  his  fist  in  the  face,  and  with 
his  foot  in  the  groin.  He  then  beat  him  over  the  head  with  a  two- 
foot  iron  rule,  till  he  broke  it.  He  then  struck  him  with  the  hard 
wood  handle  of  a  stone-hammer,  till,  in  his  passion,  it  flew  out  of 
his  hand.  He  next  assaulted  him  with  a  heavy  stone-ax,  which, 
however,  was  wrested  from  his  hand  by  the  under  officer.  He 
then  caused  the  poor  fellow  to  be  stripped,  and  to  receive  thirty- 
six  lashes  on  his  bare  back  that  day,  and  the  same  number  the 
next  day ;  and  for  weeks  after  the  wretched  man  was  confined  to 
his  bed  in  the  hospital. 

The  following  instance  is  related  to  us  by  an  eye-witness,  whose 
character  and  standing  in  society  leave  no  doubt  as  to  its  accu- 
racy : — 

•*  At  a  late  hour  one  evening  I  had  occasion  to  pass  through  the 
prison  kitchen,  which  has  a  stone  pavement,  always  cold  and  wet 
in  the  evening,  being  washed  off  just  before  closing  the  prison. 
This  was  in  the  fall  or  early  part  of  winter.  There  I  beheld  a 
naked,  emaciated  lunatic,  resembling  very  much  an  anatomical 
preparation,  standing  in  the  midst,  on  this  cold  pavement,  near  a 
large  stone  reservoir  of  cold  spring  water.  The  principal  keeper, 
his  son,  and  an  assistant  keeper,  were  making  a  last  desperate 
efibrt  upon  the  nervous  stamina  of  this  poor  wretch,  to  satisfy 
themselves  and  others  whether  or  not  he  had  been  for  several 
months  feigning  insanity  to  get  rid  of  work,  and  during  which  time 
he  had  almost  daily  encountered  some  of  these  suspicious  tormen- 
tors, with  their  whips,  cold  water,  strait  jackets,  etc.  etc.  All  to 
no  purpose.  He  had  never  shown  the  least  evidence  of  returning 
reason. 

**  The  assistant  keeper  stood  before  him,  holding  a  bxxc^^X  oi 
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modified  by  the  operations  of  such  societies  as  this.  The  evil 
alluded  to,  is  that  of  the  convicts  recognizing  each  other  after  their 
discharge.  This  has  caused  many  an  imbecile  man  to  fall  again 
as  the  unwill'mg  tool,  or  under  the  commanding  influence,  of  some 
more  bold  and  obdurate  ofiender.  The  power  of  these  bad  over 
these  weak  men  is  derived  entirely  from  an  effort  of  the  latter  to 
conceal  their  fall,  and  to  hide  their  disgrace  from  the  world.  Many 
of  them  are  driven  to  this  concealment  from  sheer  necessity,  from 
the  fact  that  having  no  friends  to  aid  them  in  their  new  start,  the 
announcement  that  they  are  just  from  a  State  prison  is  an  absolute 
bar  to  their  obtaining  employment.  And  when,  under  this  disguise, 
they  begin  the  world  again,  and  are  discovered  by  their  old  asso- 
ciates in  the  prison,  they  are  extorted  from,  preyed  upon,  and  finally 
used  by  them,  under  the  threat  that  their  former  misfortune  shall 
be  disclosed  to  their  new  acquaintance.  MM.  Tocqueville  and 
Beaumont,  in  their  report  to  the  French  government,  dwelt  very 
much  on  this  consideration,  and  they  relate  some  strong  and  affect- 
ing instances. 

The  observation  of  the  Executive  Committee  satisfies  them  that 
this  is  not  an  inevitable  evil.  Its  cause  can  be  removed,  and  thus 
many  of  these  disastrous  consequences  be  obviated.  The  diflUculty 
arises  chiefly  from  the  fact  that  the  convict  makes  his  start  with  a 
lie  in  his  mouth — ^not  perhaps  the  lie  oi  expressio  falsi^  but  at  least 
that  of  suppressio  veri.  Hence  his  danger.  It  is  the  invariable 
practic^of  the  Executive  Committee  when  they  obtain  employment 
for  a  man,  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  and  always  to  advise  their  sub- 
jects to  do  so  likewise,  and  they  are  assured  by  us,  that  if  begin- 
ning in  this  way  they  will  conduct  themselves  well,  they  will  find 
in  this  Association  powerful  friends,  able  and  willing  to  protect 
them  against  all  the  arts  of  their  former  associates  in  crime,  or 
their  acquaintances  in  prison. 

The  propriety  of  this  course  and  its  practical  operation  will  be 
most  forcibly  portrayed,  perhaps,  by  an  account  of  a  person  who 
has  been  a  prot^g^  of  the  Association  since  its  first  organization, 
and  of  one  of  its  members  before  that. 

fjlvania  pruons,  that  they  learn  to  know  each  others'  voices,  forms,  and  even  faces,  so 
that  thoogh  strangers  before  their  commitment,  they  have  recognized  each  other  after 
their  discharge.  And  so,  on  the  Anbom  plan,  utter  abstinence  from  conversation  is 
Impossible.  We  have  been  assured  by  an  adroit  rogae  in  the  Sing  Sing  Prison,  that  he 
ooald  at  all  times  send  a  message  to  an  acquaintance  and  get  an  answer  in  twelve  hours; 
md  that  to  an  entire  stranger,  whom  he  had  never  seen,  and  who  had  just  been  com- 
iotod^  he  ooaid  do  Cbe  mane  thing  in  three  days. 
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The  young  man  had  committed  a  crime,  and  after  serving  out 
his  time  had  determined  to  lead  an  honest  life.  He  was  capable, 
and  had  a  good  education,  and  soon  obtained  a  situation.  He  was 
advised  to  let  his  employer  know  all  the  truth.  It  was  hard  to  do' 
so — ^hard  to  proclaim  his  own  infamy — ^hard  to  endanger  a  situa- 
tion in  which  he  could  earn  an  honest  livelihood,  and  demonstrate 
the  sincerity  of  his  repentance.  But  he  discharged  the  duty, 
severe  as  was  the  trial,  and  in  a  few  days  applied  to  his  friend, 
with  much  anxiety,  for  comfort  and  support,  saying  that  his 
employers  had  not  spoken  to  him  on  the  subject,  and  he  was 
apprehensive,  from  their  manner,  that  they  would  withdraw  their 
confidence  from  him.  Such  representations  were  made  to  them 
that  they  did  not  discharge  him :  he  continued  with  them  for  sev- 
eral months,  and  with  one  of  them  attended  the  meeting  at  which 
this  Association  was  organized.  After  a  while,  finding  that  they 
were  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  his  dependent  condition,  he 
was  advised  to  leave  them.  He  procured  another  situation,  where 
he  disclosed  his  condition  on  the  outset.  In  his  new  place  he  was 
regarded  with  suspicion,  as  was  natural ;  and  his  employer  one 
day  missing  an  old  watch  that  was  lying  round  the  store,  had  the 
young  man  arrested  for  stealing  it,  as  it  was  found  on  his  person. 
He  immediately  sent  for  our  agent,  who  patiently  investigated  the 
case,  and  satisfied  all  concerned  that  the  young  man  had  enter- 
tained no  evil  purpose,  but,  being  of  a  mechanical  turn,  had 
attempted  to  set  the  watch  in  motion,  and  was  wearing  it  openly 
in  order  to  test  the  success  of  his  attempts.  He  was  discharged 
from  that  complaint,  and  of  course  left  a  place  where  mutual  con- 
fidence could  no  longer  exist.  Having  suffered  so  much  from  the 
frankness  of  his  disclosures  thus  far,  he  had  not  res<51ution  enough 
at  his  next  place  to  repeat  them.  That  was  an  excellent  situation, 
and  the  Committee  were  sorry  to  learn  in  a  few  months  that  he 
had  lost  it.  Two  of  the  Committee  immediately  waited  upon  th« 
house  where  he  had  been  employed,  and  inquired  into  the  cause 
of  his  being  discharged.  They  found  that  he  had  been  capable 
and  faithful,  and  had  given  satisfaction  except  in  one  respect.  .  It 
had  been  observed  that  whenever  he  was  not  actually  employed 
at 'the  counter  he  was  keeping  himself  out  of  sight;  and  as  they 
could  not  account  for  this  attempt  at  concealment,  the  suspicions 
of  his  employers  were  excited,  and  they  discharged  him.  But 
when  they  were  made  acquainted  with  his  story,  and  learned  that 
that  which  they  bad  tbougbt  suspicious  had  arisen  soVeVy  itoiii\A& 
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anxiety  to  avoid  his  old  associates,  and  to  keep  himself  honest,  they 
regretted  that  he  had  not  told  them  the  whole  truth,  and,  still 
more,  that  they  had  discharged  him.  It  was  too  late  to  repair  the 
evil,  for  they  had  already  filled  his  place,  but,  with  an  enlightened 
and  generous  appreciation  of  his  character,  they  promised  to 
befriend  him.  They  have  kept  their  word.  The  young  man  is 
now  in  a  better  situation  than  he  has  ever  been.  His  employers 
know  all  about  him,  and  they  trust  him.  He  is  married  to  a 
female  to  whom  also  he  disclosed  his  fall,  and  is  living  comfortably 
and  respectably.  He  is  in  no  danger  from  a  recognition  by  any  of 
his  fellow-prisoners.  During  his  three  years  of  probation,  he  has 
earned  for  himself  friends  and  a  character,  which  render  him  inde- 
pendent even  of  our  aid,  and  he  has  earned  them  amid  trials  and 
temptations  which  would  have  bowed  many  a  strong  man  to  the 
earth.     All  this  has  cost  the  Association  only  $2  50  in  money. 

This  was  buying  the  redemption  of  a  fellow-creature  very 
cheap. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  this,  though  a  strong  and  marked 
case,  is  a  solitary  one  of  the  kind.  Others  are  constantly  occur- 
ring, demonstrating  the  same  truth,  and  developing  an  unforeseen 
advantage  of  our  Society,  in  softening  one  of  the  most  serious 
objections  to  the  Silent  or  Auburn  system. 

Another  truth  is  presenting  itself  to  us,  too  important  not  to 
receive  a  passing  notice,  in  this  connection.  It  is  this — that  with 
very  many  of  the  prisoners  in  the  State  prisons,  the  severity  of 
their  punishment  may  be  said  but  to  begin  on  their  release.  The 
most  powerful  propensity  of  our  nature  is  the  desire  for  social 
intercourse  on  terms  of  equality  with  our  fellows.  So  long  as  the 
convict  is  in  prison,  neither  his  crime  nor  his  punishment  sink  him 
below  the  level  of  those  with  whom  he  is  daily  associating.  But 
on  his  coming  out  into  the  world  it  is  far  otherwise.  He  fre- 
quently finds  that  his  relatives,  upon  whom  his  fall  has  brought 
disgrace,  utterly  cast  him  off.  His  acquaintances  look  upon  him 
with  distrust,  and  avoid  him  as  one  foully  contaminated ;  idlers,  as 
he  passes  by,  point  him  out  as  a  "  State-prison  bird,"  to  be  shunned 
by  all.  If,  abandoning  his  kindred,  his  home,  and  all  his  early 
associations,  he  goes  where  he  is  unknown,  he  finds  himself  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land,  with  few  to  take  him  in  in  his  extrem- 
ity, and  none  to  trust  or  employ  him.  He  is  condemned  to  a  fate 
which  no  sane  mind  can  endure  with  equanimity — that  of  being 
iK>litary  in  the  midst  of  a  crowd.    To  such  the  advantage  of  our 
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Association  is  inconceivably  great ;  for  here,  amid  the  intensity  of 
their  trials,  they  mayenjoy  kindly  encouragement  and  support — ^may 
experience  sympathy  with  their  sufferings,  and  cheering  aid  in  their 
new  walks  of  life.     Again  is  an  instance  invoked  in  illustration. 

A  young  Irish  girl,  who  in  a  fit  of  intoxication  and  recklessness 
had  stolen,  had  served  out  her  time  in  State  Prison,  and  on  her 
discharge  had  been  taken  into  the  family  of  a  member  of  this 
Committee.  She  was  the  creature  of  impulse.  Her  perceptive 
faculties  were  far  stronger  than  her  reflective,  and  it  was  not 
deemed  worth  while  to  apprize  her  of  the  fate  before  her,  as  it  was 
not  believed  that  she  would  readily  appreciate  it  It  was  well 
known,  however,  that  the  hour  would  come  when  she  would  per- 
ceive it,  and  that  when  it  did  come,  it  would  be  the  trying  moment 
of  her  life.  She  was  therefore  carefully  regarded  to  see  that  its 
advent  was  not  disastrous,  and  its  circumstances  controlled  as  far 
as  possible  for  good.  For  a  while  she  was  exceedingly  happy  and 
joyous,  until  after  a  lapse  of  two  or  three  weeks,  the  person  in 
whose  service  she  was,  returned  to  his  home  at  a  late  hour  one 
evening,  and  was  apprized  that  she  had  been  in  tears  most  of  the 
day,  and  had  gone  to  bed  sick.  The  family  had  an  interview  with 
her,  and  she  related  the  cause  of  her  emotion.  She  had  observed 
that  as  she  was  about  the  house,  whenever  she  came  in  sight  or 
went  anywhere  in  the  neighborhood,  she  was  stared  at  by  the 
people.  This  annoyed  her,  and  excited  some  suspicions  in  her 
mind,  which,  however,  in  her  hilarity,  she  immediately  dismissed, 
until  on  that  day  she  had  been  sent  to  a  store  on  an  errand,  and 
had  been  rudely  accosted  by  the  keeper  of  it  as  one  from  State 
Prison.  This  for  the  first  time  brought  home  to  her  a  sense  of  her 
fallen  condition.  She  declared  she  would  go  far  off,  among  per- 
sons who  had  never  heard  of  her  before.  When  reminded  that 
she  had  not  the  means  to  do  so,  and  even  if  she  had  she  would  yet 
be  without  friends  and  with  no  one  to  trust  her,  she  threatened  her 
own  life,  and  in  the  bitterness  of  her  sorrow  regretted  that  she  had 
ever  left  the  State  Prison,  for  slie  "had  never  suffered  so  there." 
She  was  consoled  and  soothed,  and  remained  in  the  family  two  or 
three  months  longer,  but  she  never  recovered  her  cheerfulness. 
She  seemed  always  weighed  down  by  the  consciousness  of  shame, 
and  the  thought  that  everybody  looked  upon  her  with  distrust. 
Her  husband,  who  had  cast  her  off,  was  finally  reconciled  to  her, 
and  they  removed  to  one  of  the  western  States,  and  thus  it  U 
hoped  that  she,  too,  was  saved. 
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Neither  is  this  a  solitary  instance ;  end  while  it  teaches  us  that 
the  punishment  of  the  convicted  felon  does  not  end  with  his  impris- 
onment, it  opens  to  the  Association  a  strong  view  of  one  of  the 
features  of  the  interesting  duty  they  have  assumed  to  discharge. 

A  document  has  lately  fallen  under  the  observation  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  shows  that  the  idea  on  which  this  Association  is  built 
was  entertained  over  forty  years  ago.  It  is  a  letter  from  Edward 
Livingston,  then  Mayor  of  New  York,  and  is  inserted  here,  at  least 
as  an  interesting  record  of  the  past,  showing  how  coming  events 
cast  their  shadows  before. 

New  York,  January  IsU  1803. 

Sir  : — I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  your  Society  on  a  very  interesting  sub- 
ject iD  which  I  have  thought  their  agency  necessary  to  produce  an  effect,  and 
I  am  sure  they  have  very  much  at  heart,  I  meau  the  emplo3rment  of  the  poor, 
the  diminution  of  distress,  and,  consequently,  of  the  crimes  to  which  it  leads. 
The  alms-house  of  this  city  affords  a  comfortable  asylum  for  feeble  old  aga, 
casual  debility,  and  the  unprotected  state  of  orphan  in&ncy  ;  but  there  is  an- 
other class  to  whom  it  affords  no  relief,  and  who  would  feel  a  reluctance  in 
applying  for  it  if  they  were  certain  of  success.  You  will  readily  perceive  that 
I  allude  to  those  who,  capable  of  supporting  themselves  by  their  lalrars,  are  yet 
thrown,  by  particular  circumstances,  out  of  employment,  and  are  thus  forced 
either  to  suAer  the  evils  of  want  or  to  draw  for  relief  on  a  fund  appropriated 
only  for  the  helpless  poor.  This  class  is  composed,  1st.  Of  strangers  during  the 
first  months  after  then*  arrival.  2d.  Of  citizens  who,  from  the  effects  of  sickness 
or  other  casualty,  have  lost  their  usual  employment.  3d.  Of  widows,  and  or- 
phans of  an  age  capable  of  labor.  4th.  Of  discharged  or  pardoned  convicts  fi!t>m 
the  State  Prison. 

If  by  any  means  in  oiu:  power  we  can  give  constant  employment  and  a  com- 
fortable subsistence  to  this  description  of  our  fellow-creatures,  we  shall  not  only 
be  repaid  by  the  comfortable  reflections  inseparable  from  every  good  action,  but 
the  following  important  benefits  will  result  to  the  community  of  which  we  are 
members. 

jPtr<(.  The  total  destruction  of  mendicity— every  applicant  for  private  charity 
would,  if  capable  of  labor,  be  at  once  directed  where  to  find  it ;  if  unable  to 
provide  for  himself,  be  maintained  in  the  alms-house ;  or  if  reduced  by  vice  or 
idleness,  have  those  habits  punished,  or  removed  in  the  house  of  correction. 

Second,  The  prevention  of  those  crimes  which  arise  from  idleness  and 
want.  Most  of  the  hardened  offenders,  who  terrify  or  prey  upon  society,  have 
commenced  their  career  of  crimes  by  some  petty  ofifence  committed  in  Stress, 
or  conceived  in  the  vacant  hour  of  idleness ;  by  striking  at  the  root  of  this  evil 
we  shall  certainly  stop  those  first  approaches  to  criminality,  the  steps  of  which 
it  is  so  difficult  to  retread,  and  diminish  the  number  of  those  who  increase  their 
crimes  by  the  indiscriminate  association  of  the  Bridewell,  or  expiate  them  by 
labor  and  solitude  in  the  State  Prison.  The  offer,  too,  of  constant  employ  and 
competent  wages  will  take  away  one  great  pretence  which  idleness  uses  for 
laying  contributions  on  the  charitable. 

Third.  A  third  very  important  consequence  would  be  the  restoration  of  many 
an  unfortunate  citizen  who  had  been  sunk  by  misfortune  below  his  former 
standing  in  society.  It  has  been  wisely  ordered  that  poverty  is  so  generally  die 
consequence  of  h^ess  and  vice,  that  we  are  apt  to  conclude  them  inseparable 
from  it ;  and  the  world  frequently  refuses  its  support  to  unmerited  distress,  from 
an  idea  that  it  has  been  produced  by  indolence  or  crime.  But  if  we  can  efifect 
our  pkuif  the  line  will  be  clearly  drawn ;  private  charity,  in  the  few  casee  thai 
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win  be  left  for  its  exercise,  will  be  in  no  danger  of  imposition ;  and  the  truly 
deBenriog,  by  a  little  timely  aid,  will  recover  from  the  effects  of  a  temporary 
depression,  and  add,  by  their  labors,  to  the  public  stock  of  wealth,  instead  of 
diminishing  it  by  contributions  either  as  mendicants  or  felons. 

Fourth,  An  effort  no  less  salutary  and  interestins;  will  proceed  from  the  em- 
ployment of  the  convicts— discharged  either  by  pardon  or  the  expiration  of  their 
time  of  service — from  the  State  Prison. 

This  institution  in  its  in&ncy  had  many,  and  still  has  some  prejudices  to  con- 
tend with.  Its  object  is  to  reform  as  well  as  punish  the  criminal — to  prevent, 
not  to  avenge,  the  crime. 

It  b  a  great,  I  had  almost  said  a  god-like,  experiment,  worthy  of  the  free 
country  in  which  it  is  made,  honorable  to  the  men  who  planned,  and  highly 
creditable  to  tnose  who  conduct  it.  Its  progress  is  regarded  with  an  interest 
running  into  anxiety,  by  the  fiiends  of  humanity  in  every  (|Uiirter  of  the  world; 
and  its  failure,  from  whatever  cause,  will  check  the  8{iirit  of  improvement  that 
suggested  it,  and  restere  the  ancient  bloody  code  witli  all  its  horrors.  But  it 
must  be  evident  that  nothing  will  tend  so  much  to  defeat  its  principal  object  of 
reformation,  and  at  the  same  time  endanger  the  security  of  the  city  in  which  it 
is  placed,  as  the  situation  in  which  those  who  have  undergone  the  sentence  of 
the  law  now  stand  at  the  time  of  their  discharge.  The  odium  justly  attached 
to  the  crime,  is  continued  to  the  culprit  after  he  has  suffered  its  penalty,  and  he 
is  restored  to  society,  but  prejudice  repels  him  from  its  bosom  ;  he  has  ac- 
quired the  skill,  and  has  the  inclination  to  provide  honestly  for  his  support ;  years 
of  penitence  and  labor  have  wiped  away  his  crime  and  given  him  habits  of  in- 
dostiy,  and  skill  to  direct  them ;  but  no  means  are  provided  for  their  exertion. 
He  has  no  capital  of  his  own,  and  that  of  others  will  not  be  intrusted  to  him. 
He  is  not  permitted  to  labor ;  he  dare  not  beg ;  and  he  is  forced  for  subsistence 
to  plunge  anew  into  the  same  crimes — to  suffer  the  same  punishment  he  has 
just  undergone— or,  perhaps,  with  more  caution  and  address  to  escape  it. 

Thus  the  institution,  instead  of  diminishing,  may  increase  the  number  of 
offences ;  and  this  partial  defect,  so  easily  remedied,  may  ruin  the  system,  and 
pot  a  stop  to  the  fitirest  experiment  ever  nmde  in  favor  of  humanity.  Whereas, 
if  these  dispositions  to  industry  and  temperance,  acquired  in  the  solitude  of  im- 
prisonment, are  fostered  by  attention,  and  rewarded  by  a  decent  subsistence, 
eveTydmig  may  be  hoped  from  the  effect  of  a  plan  so  admirably  calculated  to 
stop  the  progress  of  criminality  and  vice. 

These  are  some  of  the  most  prominent  eilecs  of  a  system  that  will  be  efficient 
to  give  employment  to  the  different  classes  I  have  described. 

There  are  others  no  less  obvious,  which  will  not  come  within  the  limits  of  this 
communication  to  detail,  but  which  cannot  escape  your  attention.  I  hasten, 
tibierefore,  to  give  the  outline  of  the  plan  I  have  imagined  might  produce  them. 

I  propose,  first,  that  a  committee  of  three  persons  should  be  appointed  by 
title  society,  out  of  each  of  those  branches  of  mechanic  arts  which  are  carried 
OD  in  work-shops,  such  as  cordwainers,  smiths,  etc. 

That  this  committee  should  open  a  public  sho]),  at  which  any  tradesman  in 
that  branch,  out  of  employ,  might  be  sure  of  finding  woi'k;  the  work-shop  to 
be  under  the  direction  of  an  overseer,  who  should  receive  a  stipulated  sum  for 
his  attention,  and  hokl  his  appointment  at  the  will  of  the  committee. 

That  the  committee  should  make  all  purchases  of  raw  materials,  and  super- 
intend the  sale  of  the  manufactures ;  and  that  a  proper  sum  should  be  k)aned 
for  that  purpose  by  the  corporation  of  the  city :  for  the  due  application  of  which 
the  committee  should  be  responsible,  but  not  for  inevitable  loss. 

That  an  office  should  be  opened  at  which  all  carpenters,  masons,  and  trades- 
men of  other  descriptions,  who  work  abroad,  might  leave  their  names  when 
they  are  in  want  of  workmen  or  laborers,  and  to  which  persons  of  that  descrip- 
tion might  have  recourse  when  out  of  employ. 

Tlwt  tihe  rate  of  wages  given  by  tfatf  iostitotioii  should  be  -"—  ipQt  onaV.  Vwa 
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than  is  usually  given  to  workmen  of  equal  abilities ;  and  that^  whenever  practi 
cable,  the  labor  should  be  paid  for  by  measurement,  or  by  the  piece. 

In  aid  of  this  a  laree  working-room  should  be  annexed  to  the  alms-house, 
tmder  the  direction  of  the  corporation,  in  which  women  and  children  might  be 
employed  in  labor  suited  to  their  strength,  where  food  might  be  prepared  for 
them  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  where  the  children  might  receive  the  advantage  of 
some  education  in  the  school  belonging  to  that  establishment. 

This  is  a  sketch  of  the  plan  which  presented  itself  to  my  mind  as  one  that 
would  probably  effect  the  objects  I  have  detailed.  Many  parts  of  it  may,  per- 
haps, be  changed  for  the  better,  and  other  valuable  ideas  suggested,  in  case  you 
should  think  proper  to  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  me  on  the  subject. 

A  general  establbhment,  under  the  corporation,  would  seem  to  present  many 
advantages  over  the  one  now  offered ;  but,  besides  the  difficulty  of  raising  a 
fund  sufficient  for  its  support,  it  would  have  the  disadvantage  of  creating  an 
interest  which  might  sometimes  be  supposed  injurious  to  that  of  the  mechanic, 
who  works  only  on  his  own  small  capital; — ^whereas  this,  being  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Mechanic  Society,  could  never  give  rise  to  any  such 
prejudice. 

Having  mentioned  the  co-operation  of  the  Cemmon  Council  of  the  city,  I  must 
not  be  understood  as  speaking  their  sentiments,  or  in  any  wise  pledging  them 
to  countenance  the  plan.  It  has  not  yet  been  mentioned  at  the  board,  and  will 
receive  do  further  encouragement  from  them  than,  on  discussion,  its  merits 
shall  be  found  to  warrant. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 


DISCHARGED  CONVICTS. 

The  operations  of  the  Association  in  this  department  have  con- 
tinued to  be  eminently  satisfactory  and  encouraging.  It  was  never 
expected  that  all  to  whom  we  extended  our  aid  should  reform,  and 
we  always  calculated  that  some  of  our  fondest  and  most  sanguine 
anticipations  would  not  be  realized.  But  we  never  calculated 
upon  the  success  which  has  actually  attended  our  efforts.  Out  of 
273  male  recipients  of  our  bounty,  in  the  course  of  two  years,  only 
five  have  yet  returned  to  State  Prison ! 

The  whole  number  of  discharged  convicts  relieved  by  the  Asso- 
ciation, since  its  institution,  has  been — 

Males, 278 

Females, 233 


506 

Employment  obtained  for — males,  .         107 

do.  do.  females,      .        .  98 


205 


Returned  to  their  families — ^males,        .        .  27 

do.  do.  females,  .  13 


—    40 
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Received  good  accounts  from — males,  .  71 

do.  do.  females,       .  65 

—  186 

Fallen  back  into  crime,  males,  .  8 

do.  do.  females,       .  49 

—  57 

The  destitute  condition  in  which  convicts  are  often  left  when 
discharged  from  prison,  is  not  only  an  incentive,  but  frequently  an 
actual  impulsion  into  crime.  Those  who  are  discharged  from  the 
Penitentiary  are  more  destitute  than  those  from  the  State  prisons. 
Ttfany  of  them  have  not  money  enough  even  to  pay  their  stage 
fare  down  to  the  city,  and  when  they  arrive  among  us,  unless  they 
have  friends  who  can  relieve  them,  or  can  find  some  one  kind 
enough  to  t^st  them  with  the  means  of  living,  or  the  means  of 
earning  it,  they  must  of  necessity  starve  or  steal.  Why  should 
we  wonder  that  they  find  their  way  back  again  to  prison,  and  that 
right  speedily  ? 

Those  discharged  from  our  State  prisons  have  been  a  little  bet- 
ter off.  Each  did  receive  a  pittance  of  83,  so  that  he  was  not 
obliged  the  first  thing  to  steal  for  a  subsistence. 

The  Legislature  last  winter,  in  its  wisdom,  enlarged  that  pit- 
tance by  adding  to  it  three  cents  a  mile,  for  the  distance  from  the 
prison  to  the  place  of  trial.  But,  by  an  erroneous  construction 
of  the  statute,  it  has  been  made  to  add  to  the  destitution  of  the  dis- 
charged prisoners.  It  has  been  supposed  that  this  allowance  of 
mileage  was  a  substitute  for,  not  an  addition  to,  the  former  allow- 
ance of  83,  and  the  agents  of  the  State  prisons  have  paid  the  prison- 
ers accordingly.  So  that  in  one  case,  at  Auburn,  a  man,  convicted 
in  that  county,  who  had  a  family  in  Ohio,  and  of  course  wished  to 
return  to  them,  received  on  his  discharge  three  cents  !  And  as 
half  the  inmates  of  Sing  Sing  Prison  are  from  New  York  or  Brook- 
lyn, each  will,  by  this  construction,  receive  on  his  discharge  ninety- 
nine  cents  to  begin  the  world  with,  and,  but  for  the  interposition 
of  this  society,  would  be  driven  from  dire  necessity  back  again  into 
crime.  While  our  Committee  of  Inspection  were  at  Auburn,  a  man 
was  discharged  whose  family  was  in  Wisconsin,  and  he  received 
a  few  cents  more  than  a  dollar  to  help  him  on  his  way.  He  was 
no  confirmed  felon.  Young  in  years,  he  had  early  learned  the 
lesson  that  it  was  indeed  unprofitable  to  sin,  and  he  went  forth 
again  into  the  world  with  humble  confessions  of  his  guilt,  and  a 
determination  to  reform  that  only  required  encouragemeiiX  V>  f^iL- 
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firm.  But  for  our  aid,  he  would  have  found  himself  stopped  among 
strangers  on  his  return  to  his  family,  destitute  of  means,  with  no 
one  to  aid  or  confide  in  him,  and  exposed  to  all  the  temptations  of 
want. 

It  was  only  late  in  the  year  that  the  Executive  Committee  were 
apprized  of  this  construction  of  the  statute,  and  immediate  steps 
were  taken  to  correct  the  error — with  what  success  has  not  yet 
been  learned. 

The  importance  of  rendering  to  prisoners  on  their  discharge — 
and  especially  to  those  who  have  been  confined  in  the  State  Prison 
for  a  length  of  time — an  adequate  allowance,  has  been  demonstrated 
to  us  by  a  fact,  to  which  this  Committee  are  not  aware  that  atten- 
tion has  ever  been  drawn.  The  kind  of  life  to  which  they  are 
subjected  during  confinement,  and  their  plain  and  homely  fare, 
seem  to  unfit  the  convicts,  directly  on  their  discharge,  for  severe 
labor  or  exposure  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather,  and  we  have 
had  several  cases  in  which  those  who  were  most  anxious  to  work 
hard  and  take  care  of  themselves  have  been  prostrated  by  sudden 
and  severe  illness,  and  have  had  this  misfortune  added  to  their  state 
of  destitution.  The  number  of  such  cases  which  have  fallen  under 
our  observation  has  drawn  our  attention  to  the  subject,  and  has 
satisfied  us  that  in  this  fact  is  to  be  found  an  additional  claim  to 
our  active  exertions  and  fostering  care. 

So  that,  with  the  utter  destitution  which  accompanies  the  prison- 
ers discharged  from  the  Penitentiary,  and  the  partial  destitution 
and  liability  to  sickness  which  accompanies  those  discharged  from 
our  State  prisons,  a  constant  demand  is,  and  will  be,  made  upon 
the  sympathies  of  the  charitable  and  the  humane. 

There  is  another  topic  interesting  to  the  discharged  convict,  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  Executive  Committee  has  been  recalled 
by  a  recent  occurrence,  that  namely  of  "  overstent."  A  case  will 
be  observed  in  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Discharged 
Convicts,  in  which  a  young  man,  on  his  discharge  from  Sing  Sing, 
received  from  the  contractor  for  whom  he  had  labored  the  con- 
siderable sum  of  857,  which  he  had  earned  by  working  over  his 
usual  stent.  He  was  a  young  man  of  good  education  and  fair  pro- 
mise, and  this  amount  enabled  him  to  start  the  world  again  under 
favorable  auspices,  and  advantageously  to  begin  the  career  which 
was  to  build  up  for  him  a  new  character. 

If  such  could  always  be  the  cases  in  which  overstent  should  be 
allowed,  many  of  the  objections  to  it  would  be  removed. 
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The  advantages  of  permitting  overstent  to  be  earned  are  ob- 
vious, but  the  objections  to  it,  under  the  Auburn  system,  have  been 
so  great,  that  it  has  only  occasionally  been  allowed — and  even 
then,  rather  connived  at  than  openly  sanctioned. 

One  of  these  objections  is,  that  it  materially  alters  the  punish- 
ment inflicted  for  crimes  committed.  One  feature  of  that  punish- 
ment is,  that  during  the  continuance  of  his  sentence,  the  convict 
shall  labor  without  remuneration,  thus  withdrawing  from  him,  for 
the  wrong  that  he  has  committed,  the  usual  reward  which  follows 
labor  when  performed  by  the  honest,  and  compelling  him  to  toil 
without  the  relief  of  the  incentive  which  accompanies  voluntary 
industry. 

Another  objection  is,  that  an  accumulation  of  a  fund  during  im- 
prisonment would  afford  to  the  dissolute  the  means,  and  to  the 
weak  the  temptation,  to  indulge  in  profligacy ;  and  that  the  con- 
vict, like  the  sailor  after  the  fatigues  and  confinement  of  a  long 
voyage,  would,  on  his  discharge,  have  the  power  of  yielding  to  the 
strong  propensity  he  would  be  likely  to  feel  of  indulging  his  pas- 
sions, and  thus  again  speedily  fall. 

There  is  still  another  objection,  which,  however,  is  peculiar  to 
the  practice  of  hiring  out  the  labor  of  convicts,  namely,  that  it 
would  give  birth  to  a  combination  of  interest  between  the  con- 
tractor and  the  convict,  which  would  be  antagonistical,  and  might 
be  injurious,  to  sound  discipline. 

These  objections,  though  serious,  are  not  insurmountable.  Over- 
stent might  be  allowed  and  become  really  valuable,  if  properly 
and  wisely  regulated.  But  never  in  prisons  governed,  as  ours 
have  hitherto  been,  by  two  principles — ^that  force  was  the  only 
means  of  government,  and  that  all  were  to  be  treated  alike.  In  a 
prison,  conducted  upon  the  ideas  that  man  is  constituted  in  refer- 
ence to  the  supremacy  of  his  moral  part  over  his  animal,  and  that 
a  Procrustean  bed  is  as  extravagant  in  the  moral  as  in  the  physical 
world,  it  might  become  not  merely  an  efiective  weapon  of  govem- 
menU  but  also  a  powerful  instrument  of  working  out  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  prisoners. 

To  effect  this  object,  however,  a  just  and  prudent  discrimination 
must  be  made. 

Overstent  might  be  prohibited  for  certain  ofiences,  or  in  cases 
of  crimes  committed  under  peculiar  circumstances,  submitting  the 
matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  the  offender  Kva.^ 
be  tried.    Or  the  power  of  allowing  it  might  be  commvXVcdL  \o  \!tv^ 
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gifted,  do  among  the  forty  or  fifty  of  her  sex  in  the  City  Prison ; 
or  two  matrons,  with  the  four  or  five  hundred  females,  at  the  Pen- 
itentiary ?  Their  whole  time  would  be  occupied  simply  in  atteiyl- 
ing  the  sick,  and  it  would  be  idle  to  expect  from  them  anything 
like  government,  and  much  less  any  progress  in  reforming  the 
prisoners.  This  evil  is  a  crying  one — ^has  existed  some  time,  and 
has  frequently  been  pointed  out.  Yet  no  steps  are  taken  to  cor- 
rect it,  and  under  the  patronage  of  the  public  authorities,  prostitu- 
tion, depravity,  and  drunkenness  continue  to  be  sown  broad  cast 
in  the  community,  by  means  of  the  numerous  females  who  are  cor- 
rupted and  utterly  ruined  in  the  institutions  under  their  immediate 
government  and  exclusive  control. 

The  Executive  Committee,  in  thus  closing  their  labors  for  the 
year,  and  spreading  the  results  before  the  Association,  take  the 
occasion  to  remark,  that  they  have  never  lost  sight  of  the  great 
principle  which  lays  at  the  very  foundation  of  the  Society — the 
PREVENTION  OP  CRIME.  To  this  cud  havc  all  their  means  been 
directed.  To  this  purpose,  all  else  that  they  have  done,  has  been 
but  appurtenant. 

It  is  with  this  view  that  the  evils  of  prisons  of  detention  have 
been  searched  out  and  exposed,  so  that  the  innocent  and  the  novice 
may  not  be  hopelessly  corrupted  by  contamination.  With  this 
view,  our  prisons  for  punishment  have  been  carefully  examined, 
and  their  government  closely  scanned,  so  that  the  reformation  may 
not  be  interrupted  by  cruelty,  and  the  convict  may  not  by  unne- 
cessary harshness  be  rendered  desperate  and  more  wicked.  With 
this  view  have  discharged  prisoners  been  aided,  that  by  timely 
succor  they  may  be  encouraged  thenceforth  to  lead  honest  lives. 

And  the  success  which  has  attended  their  eflTorts  has  been  an 
abundant  reward  for  their  labors. 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

J.  W.  EDMONDS,  Chairman. 

New  York,  December  bth,  1846. 


REPORT 

OF   THE 

FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 


To   THE   EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    OF   THE    PRISON   ASSOCIATION: — 

With  feelings  of  devout  gratitude  and  thankfulness  to  God  for  the  fiivor  and 
care  vouchsafed  to  the  Association  under  your  charge,  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee now  present  their  second  annual  report. 

Although  your  Committee  cannot  say  that  the  expectation  of  making  large 
collections  for  the  year  has  been  fully  realized,  yet,  taking  into  account  the 
embarrassed  state  of  the  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  consequent  depression  and  disappointment  in  the  business  rdlations 
of  many  of  our  most  liberal  and  generous  friends,  we  have  great  reason  to  be 
thankful,  and  feel  satisfied  that  they  have  reached  the  amount  we  now  present. 

The  Treasurer's  account  is  herewith  annexed,  showing  amount  of  receipts 
during  the  year  to  be $3,903  59  ' 

And  the  disbursements  to  be 3,892  67 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasurt  of $10  92 

A  list  of  the  several  donors,  with  the  amounts  contributed,  also  accompanies 
this  report. 

Referring  to  the  reports  of  the  several  committees  of  the  Association,  our 
friends  will  perceive  in  what  manner  and  for  what  purposes  the  amounts  so 
generously  contributed  by  them  have  been  appropriated  during  the  year. 

The  Committee  on  Detentions,  whose  duty  is  **  to  inquire  iqto  the  causes 
of  commitment  of  all  persons  detiuned  for  trial,  or  as  witnesses,  in  any  of  the 
prisons  of  the  Cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,**  have  an  agent  in  daily  attend- 
ance at  the  several  prisons  for  this  purpose. 

His  diary  is  submitted  weekly  to  that  committee,  and  all  cases  requiring  their 
supervision  and  care  are  immediately  attended  to. 

This  agent  receives  a  salary  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  per 
annum  for  the  services  rendered  by  him. 

The  Prison  Discipline  Committee — ^the  duty  of  which  is  comprised 
under  the  following  general  heads,  viz. :  **  Health — Reformation — Financial 
System — Administration  and  Supervision — Comparison  of  Prison  Systems  and 
Reforms — Visitation.**  This  committee  is  composed  of  gentiemen  of  intelli- 
gence and  scientific  attainments,  whose  services  are  voluntary,  and  who  devote 
days,  and  frequenUy  weeks,  to  the  above  objects,  without  remuneration,  ex- 
cept the  reflection  that  they  are  administering  to  the  comfort,  meUonitioa>  and 
moral  improvement  of  their  feUoTP-creatures. 

10 
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The  DiscHAEOED  Convicts  Committee  have  an  office  in  Centre-street,  and 
an  agent  in  constant  attendance,  who  receives  a  salary  of  three  hundred  and 
iixty-five  dollars  per  annum. 

To  this  office  "  all  discharged  prisoners  may  apply  for  aid  and  ad?ice,*'  and 
are  relieved  in  the  manner  deemed  best  calculated  to  promote  their  future 
prospects — by  procuring  employment — and,  when  necessary,  in  providing  tools, 
etc.,  to  enable  them  to  work  at  their  accustomed  trades. 

To  this  committee  the  largest  appropriations  are  required  to  be  made ;  be- 
cause the  most  pressing  cases  are  here  made  known  to  us,  and  most  good  is  to 
be  done  to  the  objects  of  our  care. 

In  the  assistance  rendered  by  this  committee,  great  judgment  and  discretion 
are  exercised ;  and  what  is  done  is  necessarily  in  a  limited  manner,  and  only 
considered  as  loans,  to  be  returned  when  employment  is  obtained. 

The  Female  Depabtment  is  composed  of  a  committee  of  ladies,  who  have 
charge  of  the  **Home,'*  where  discharged  female  convicts  may  apply — are 
received  and  employed,  until  places  can  be  procured  for  them. 

The  rent  of  the  Home  is  paid  by  the  Association,  and  some  appropriations 
made  when  their  means  fall  short  of  meeting  the  current  expenses. 

Very  soon  after  the  formation  of  this  Association,  it  was  deemed  important 
to  obtain  an  act  of  incorporation  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  giving  au* 
thority  to  visit  and  examine  prisons,  and  to  obtain  information  from  the  officers 
and  keepers  in  relation  to  the  government  and  discipline  of  those  under  their 
charge.  An  application  was  consequently  made  to  the  Legislature  two  years 
since,  and  a  bill  passed  the  House,  but  was  defeated  in  the  Senate. 

This,  at  the  time,  was  deemed  matter  of  regret  to  all  the  members  of 
the  Association ;  but  a  yearns  experience  was  added  to  our  knowledge  of  what 
was  necessary  to  enable  us  to  carry  out  our  plans  of  reformation  and  improve- 
ment. Many  persons,  looking  at  the  close  connection  between  a  want  of 
employment  in  some  useful  and  profitable  occupation,  and  a  state  of  vagrancy 
and  crime,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  nothing  conflicting  in  the 
attempt  to  unite  and  remedy  the  two  objects. 

We,  therefore,  in  making  our  application  to  the  Legislature  last  winter,  not 
only  obtained  the  act  of  incorporation  for  our  Prison  Association,  which  we  had 
previously  asked  for,  but  were  clothed  with  ample  power  to  establish  a  Work- 
house,  the  general  government  and  control  of  which  is  conferred  on  this  Asso- 
ciation. This,  it  is  well  known,  has  for  years  been  loudly  called  for,  and  will, 
therefore,  commend  itself  to  the  humane,  charitable,  and  patriotic  feelings  of 
every  citizen — who  is  equally  interested  in  the  social,  moral,  and  religious  im- 
provement of  our  rapidly-increasing  population. 

In  the  addition  of  this  important  measure  of  public  utility  to  our  original  plan, 
we  feel  that  our  claim  to  public  support  is  much  stronger  than  we  could  before 
present  it ;  for  while  we  are  inviting  to  our  shores  the  destitute  and  oppressed 
of  all  nations,  and  are  constantly  receiving  the  redundant  population  of  the  old 
world,  we  cannot,  with  all  our  vigilance,  guard  against  imposition,  and  we  shall 
continue  to  find,  as  we  now  do,  unworthy  emigrants  thrown  upon  us ;  the  vicious 
to  fill  our  prisons  and  penitentiaries ;  the  idle  and  dissolute  to  become  inmates 
of  our  alms-houses ;  and  a  heavy  burden  to  support,  unless  we  provide  in  time 
some  better  places  for  their  reception. 
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The  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  Woek-house  having  been  confided  to  a 
committee  of  this  Association,  they  held  se?eral  meetings  in  concert  with  a 
committee  from  the  **  Association  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Condition  of  the 
Poor,"  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Alms-Honse. 

After  mature  deliberation,  and  much  labor  in  procuring  information,  thia 
Conmiittee  have  presented  a  Memorial  to  the  Common  Council,  with  estimates 
of  cost  to  support  each  subject,  and  a  proposition  to  take  the  sole  charge  and 
management  of  it  under  their  direction. 

The  result  of  their  application,  and  the  views  the  Common  Council  entertain 
on  the  subject,  will  be  made  known  to  the  public  as  soon  as  it  is  acted  on  by 
the  two  Boards  of  Aldermen. 

In  the  foregoing  brief  review,  the  objects  to  which  this  Association  have  direct- 
ed their  attention,  and  the  claims  they  have  responded  to,  are  generally  made 
known.  Your  Committee,  therefore,  with  a  continued  reliance  on  the  protecting 
care  of  a  kind  Providence,  again  enter  on  the  duties  of  another  year,  trusting 
the  past  win  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  their  exertions  will  not  be  relaxed 
in  procuring  means  to  sustain  the  various  objects  which  fall  under  the  care 
of  the  Association. 

An  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ISRAEL  RUSSELL, 

Chairman  Finance  Committee 
New  York,  December  22,  1846. 


REPORT 

OF   THE 

COMMITTEE    ON    DETENTIONS. 


The  Committee  on  Detentions  respectfully  present  their  second  annual 
report* 

They  have  endeavored,  by  frequent  visits  at  the  City  Prison,  and  by  constant 
intercourse  with  their  agent,  to  keep  themselves  advised  of  the  matters  requiring 
their  attention.  The  year  has  not  been  fruitless  of  good.  Something  has 
been  done  for  the  relief  of  those  in  want ;  the  rights  of  prisoners  wrongfully 
detained  have  been  in  some  cases  successfully  vindicated ;  and  the  feeble  reso- 
hitions  of  reform  in  others  have  been  strengthened. 

They  have  by  no  means  accomplished  all  that  must  be  done  to  make  our 
houses  of  detention  what  simple  justice  and  common  humanity  require  that  they 
should  be ;  but  they  are  becoming  acquainted  with  the  true  condition  of  things, 
and  are  more  competent  to  point  out  the  evils  and  abuses  to  the  authorities  who 
must  apply  the  remedy.  These  evils  and  abuses  are  startling  in  their  number 
and  their  magnitude ;  they  affect  not  the  moral  and  physical  well-being  of  the 
prisoners  only,  but  they  diffuse  their  virus  through  the  whole  frame-work  of 
society.  They  must  be  thoroughly  removed ;  and  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  good  end,  the  Committee  are  willing  yet  to  labor ;  not  doubting  that  the 
approving  smiles  of  6od*s  providence  will  continue  to  accompany  their  efforts, 
and  crown  them  with  success. 

The  grand  and  fundamental  error  which  seems  to  have  been  the  parent  of 
the  prolific  evils  that  so  painfully  arrest  our  attention,  consists  in  a  misconcep- 
tk>n  of  the  true  social  position  of  those  under  detention  for  trial.  In  the  eye  of 
the  law  they  are  not  guilty.  The  stigma  of  guilt  ought  not  to  attach  to  a  man*s 
name  until  the  solemn  rendition  of  their  judgment  by  impartial  triers  of  the 
fact.  The  reasonable  suspicion  of  guilt,  while  it  justifies  society  in  the  first  in- 
stance in  the  adoption  of  due  precautionary  measures  for  the  proper  ascertain- 
ment of  the  truth,  vet  does  not  justify  the  infliction  of  pains  and  penalties  in 
anticipation  of  the  verdict.  From  the  present  condition  of  things,  however, 
in  our  City  Prison,  one  might  be  led  to  infer  that  the  manifest  absurdity  that 
the  suspected  man  is  a  criminal,  and  may  be  treated  as  such,  is  here  held  to  be 
a  well-settled  truth.  Here  have  been,  in  the  course  of  time,  hundreds  of  indi- 
viduals, untried,  perhaps  innocent,  ofttimes  the  victims  of  private  malice,  suf- 
fering a  worse  fitte,  save  as  to  its  duration,  than  that  of  those  duly  tried  and 
coademned.    In  our  pziaoas  and  penitentiaries  proper,  the  attempt,  or  the  sem- 
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blance  of  an  attempt  at  least,  is  made  to  prevent  the  moral  bontamination  of  in- 
discriminate intercourse ;  in  our  City  Prison  there  is  none,  saving  as  to  sex.  In 
the  former,  some  provision  is  made  by  law  for  religious  instruction ;  in  the  lat- 
ter, men's  souls  are  not  counted  worth  the  caring  for.  In  the  former,  hospitals 
and  attendants  are  provided  for  the  sick;  in  the  latter,  they  have  been  left  to  die 
unnoticed  in  the  horrors  of  a  stone  cell,  of  midnight  hours,  and  of  entire  deser> 
tioo.  In  the  former,  employment  is  provided  so  that  the  mind  is  not  left  to 
prey  upon  itself;  in  the  latter,  utter  idleness  throws  the  heart's  door  off  its 
hinges,  and  allows  the  tumultuary  entrance  of  every  gloomy,  vindictive,  and 
debasing  passion. 

But  it  is  not  obly  those  suspected  of  crime,  on  whom  these  evils  are  here  visit- 
ed. The  indiscreet,  the  unfortunate,  and  the  ignorant,  are  the  victims  likevnse 
of  these  perverted  views  of  the  administration  of  justice.  The  youthful  appren- 
tice, locked  up,  it  may  be,  at  the  instance  of  a  heedless  or  hard-hearted  master ; 
the  victim  of  misfortune,  driven  to  the  extremity  of  craving  bread  from  the  pub- 
lic ;  and  the  emigrant  from  a  people  of  strange  tongue,  fleeced  of  his  last  copper 
by  the  harpies  who  have  tracked  him  ever  since  he  first  stepped  upon  our 
shores ;  these,  and  many  others,  whose  cases  are  like  in  hardship,  are  here 
subjected  to  the  infectious  ordeal  of  unrestrained  association  with  old  felons  de- 
tected in  new  crimes,  and  made  to  suffer  the  evils  of  an  incarceration  ten-fold 
worse  than  that  visited  upon  those  duly  convicted  and  sentenced  for  punish- 
ment. \ 

But  apart  from  the  injustice  thus  done  to  the  individual,  society  pays  the 
penal^  of  its  own  wrong,  by  thus  training  up  multitudes  to  the  commission  of 
the  very  deeds  which  it  professes  to  punish.  Men,  who  ought  to  have  been  sent 
forth  into  the  world,  freed  not  only  from  the  suspicion  of  guilt,  but  made  wiser 
to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  evil,  leave  these  scenes  of  wrong  and  wretched- 
ness, with  hearts  rendered  callous  as  to  consequences,  and  reckless  as  to  the 
means  of  sating  their  vengeance  against  society. 

The  public  welfare,  then,  as  well  as  the  individual  right,  requires  that  our 
houses  of  detention  should  provide, — 

1st.  For  the  complete  separation  of  every  one  committed  to  them  for  exam- 
ination and  trial  from  other  prisoners.  If  innocent,  he  would  thus  be  saved  not 
only  frem  their  contaminating  association,  but  even  fi^m  their  recognition.  On 
his  re-entrance  into  life,  not  being  known  to  artful  viUains  as  a  suspected  individ- 
ual, he  would  be  less  likely  to  be  ensnared  by  their  wiles.  If  guilty,  his  first 
hours  of  imprisonment  would  be  hours  of  reflection;  especially  if  young  in 
crinftOf  repentance  mi^  be  awakened  in  him ;  shut  off  fit>m  the  teachings  of 
those  who  but  gather  **  resolution  from  despair,"  he  may  yiekl  to  the  rebukei 
of  conscience,  and  becomes  a  wiser  and  a  better  man. 

A  rigid  discrimination  should  likewise  be  enforced  in  relation  to  visitors.  So 
lax  has  been  the  practice  in  this  respect  in  our  City  Prison,  that  all  the  oppor- 
tonity  which  the  most  accomplished  villain  could  desn^  he  has  enjoyed,  to 
communicate  freely  with  those  under  arrest ;  to  arrange  schemes  of  defenoOf 
to  continiie  projects  of  crime  already  begun ;  and  to  sketch  out  new  enterprisee 
in  fraud,  robbeiy,  and  violence,  even  within  what  ought  to  be  a  sanctuaiy  of 
justice.  Not  00^  so,  indhriduak  claiming  ri^t  as  counsel  insist  on  free  intav- 
course  widi  tibe  prisoner.    The  tofiiNrer,  especially  if  he  be  unone^  ^gras^HU 
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the  proffered  aid.  He  gives  money,  if  he  has  it;  he  puts  with  everything  that 
he  can  command  of  value,  under  the  artful  and  experienced  instigation  of  these 
hyenas  of  the  profession.  And  having  thus  secured  assistance,  as  he  thinks, 
that  will  stand  him  in  stead  on  his  trial,  he  wakens  to  his  delusion  only  when  he 
finds  that  the  skill  and  learning  of  his  self-imposed  counsel  extend  no  further 
than  to  the  art  of  extracting  the  marrow  from  the  bones  of  the  carcass.  At  the 
City  Prison  it  is  the  practice  of  some  of  these  gentlemanly  nuisances,  having  ob- 
tained entrance  by  an  order  to  visit  a  prisoner  as  counsel,  to  go  from  cell  to 
cell,  talking  to  their  occupants,  and  thus  to  spend  entire  days.  Those  unaccus- 
tomed to  prison  life  are  their  easiest  victims. 

The  Committee  are  aware  of  the  seeming  inconsistency  of  ui^ng  the  claims 
of  detained  individuals  to  be  treated  as  innocent  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  yet 
insisting  on  the  necessity  of  ^eir  separation  in  prison.  But  it  is  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  object  of  the  confinement  is  to  insure  the  ends  of  justice.  These, 
however,  are  broad  in  their  character.  And  it  is  no  less  the  duty  of  the  state  to 
guard  against  the  depravation  of  those  within  its  complete  control,  than  it  is  to 
secure  that  end  by  the  ordinary  action  of  the  law  on  those  enjoying  absolute  or 
conditional  liberty  of  person.  The  separation  is  designed  for  their  good  and  the 
public  weal.  In  itself,  rightly  considered,  it  is  neither  punishment  nor  cruelly. 
In  regard  to  the  class  of  persons  ordinarily  detained  on  the  charge  of  crime,  it 
would  be  an  act  of  true  mercy. 

Moreover,  the  right  to  detain  at  all  carries  with  it  the  right  to  regulate  the 
mode  of  detention;  the  obligation  accompanying  the  right  to  make  it  subserve 
as  well  the  best  interests  of  the  prisoners  as  of  the  pubUc.  Fortunately  these 
are  consistent  the  one  with  the  other ;  and  it  is  for  this  common  good  that  we 
urge  their  isolation,  unbroken  and  complete. 

How  needful  tliis  restriction  is,  will  be  at  once  understood  when  we  look  at 
the  admission  of  known  prostitutes  into  the  cells  of  the  male  prisoners.  This 
has  not  been  an  unusual  occurrence  since  the  erection  of  the  present  City  Prison. 

2nd.  Employment  of  a  useful  and  profitable  character  should  be  provided  for 
an  under  detention  who  are  willing  to  work. 

No  properly  regulated  mind  is  satisfied  with  idleness.  It  is  not  an  element 
of  our  being.  Even  mere  divei'sion  or  amusement  is  no  substitute  for  well-di- 
rected industry  in  awakening  cheerfulness,  or  insuring  contentment  with  one*8 
lot.  What  then  must  be  that  man*8  conditioD  who  is  left  for  days,  weeks,  and 
months,  with  absolutely  nothing  to  do  but  to  sleep,  eat,  brood  ovei*  his  wrongs 
and  Mrretchedness,  or  hold  converse  with  the  abandoned  and  the  depraved  ? 
How  can  thinking,  reasoning  men  suffer  the  existence  of  this  evil  from  year  to 
year,  count  its  victims  by  thousands,  and  yet  take  not  one  step  toward  its  rem- 
edy ?  Yet  such  has  been  the  a|)athy  of  the  authorities  of  our  city  in  relation 
to  the  inmates  of  the  City  Prison  time  out  of  mind.  And  this  Association  wiD 
be  wanting  in  the  duties  imposed  on  it  by  the  Legislature,  if  It  fails  to  press  this 
point  nntil  the  desired  end  is  reached. 

This  forced  idleness  is  unjust  to  the  fomilies  of  the  detained.  Not  having  been 
adjudged  guilty  by  the  law,  society  has  no  right  to  deprive  diem  or  their  families 
of  tftie  avails  of  their  labor.  There  is  no  plea  of  necessity  to  be  interposed  as  a 
justification  for  so  dcnng;  for  work  may  be  furnished  them  in  confinement. 
The  jDnsooen  themselves  feel  this  instincthrely,  and  often  complain  to  the 
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memben  of  the  Committee,  that  their  fieunilies  are  suffering  by  their  confine- 
ment. 

And  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  those  whose  claims  we  now  present  are 
the  extremely  poor.  Others  can  procure  bail.  They  may  thus  continue  their 
proper  sTocations  for  the  benefit  of  those  dependent  on  them.  But  stone  cells 
are  for  the  poor  man,  and  starvation  for  his  wife  and  children. 

It  b  doubtless  true,  that  the  labor  of  those  under  detention  for  trial  cannot 
with  propriety  be  enforced.  But  those  who  are  willing  to  work  should  have  the 
opportunity  given  them. 

As  to  the  right  and  duty  of  the  city  in  relation  to  those  confined  for  vagrancy 
and  petty  ofifences,  there  can  be  no  question.  And  that  they  may  be  profitably 
employed  is  the  judgment  of  the  keepers  themselves,  who  well  understand  the 
character  of  this  class.  One  of  the  keepers  of  the  City  Prison  recently  remarked 
to  a  member  of  this  Committee,  that  he  would  gladly  pay  one  dollar  to  the  city 
for  every  five-days  prisoner,  whose  labor  he  might  be  permitted  to  control. 

It  is  also  certain  that  were  hard  labor  introduced  for  those  on  short  commit- 
ments, their  number  would  at  once  decrease.  None  fear  work  so  much  as  the 
drunkard  and  the  confirmed  idler.  There  are  many  such  frequenters  of  the 
Tombs,  who  are  turned  out  on  the  fifth  day  but  to  be  carted  back  the  next. 
The  magistrates  say  that  they  have  frequent  requests  from  this  class  to  be 
committed.  The  cases  are  numerous  of  males  and  females  spending  nearly 
the  whole  year  in  the  City  Prison  and  Penitentiary,  in  terms  of  five,  thirty,  and 
sixty  days. 

Compulsory  labor  would  be  a  sovereign  remedy  for  the  thievish  and  vicious 
propensities  of  many  of  these  classes. 

The  Committee  have  not  considered  this  question  in  relation  to  witnesses ; 
partly  because  they  are  unwilling  to  look  to  the  continuance  of  a  system  which 
regards  tiiis  portion  of  the  inmates  of  our  City  Prison  as  fit  to  be  associated 
with  suspected  criminals  and  confessed  yagrants ;  and  partly  because  the  argu- 
ment which  advocates  the  duty  of  the  State  to  provide  the  opportunity  for  labor 
to  those  charged  with  crime,  becomes  demonstrative  when  applied  to  the  case 
of  those  detained  merely  to  secure  their  testimony.  They  feel  the  hardship 
of  this  state  of  things,  and  bitterly  do  they  sometimes  complain  of  it.  Surely 
their  cry  will  not  always  be  in  vain. 

*  3rd.  Proper  medical  attendance  should  alwajrs  be  at  hand.  The  physician  of 
the  City  Prison  makes  it  his  business  to  call  there  daily,  between  the  hours  of 
10  A.M.  and  2  P.M.,  and  at  other  times  as  requested.  But  he  is  not  alwaya 
accessible  when  needed.  At  night,  especially,  there  is  no  one  to  attend  to  the 
sudden  wants  of  the  prisoners,  or  to  go  for  the  physician.  Else  there  would  not 
be  such  occurrences  as  that  of  the  night  of  the  4th  of  May  last,  when  a  woman 
^  who  had  been  conunitted  to  one  of  the  cells  of  the  lower  prison  a  short  time 
previous,  commenced  about  8  o'ck>ck  screaming,  violently  calling  for  help,  until 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  she  died !  Her  hands  were  loaiid  dreadfuUy 
mangled  from  beating  at  the  door  for  help  !*'  The  woman  was  insane— whether 
from  the  use  of  Uqoort  or  some  other  cause,  oooid  not  be  ascertained. 

In  conr enatbn  with  a  keeper  on  such  cases  ea  this,  he  remarked  to  one  of 
the  Comnuttee  that  it  wis  impossible  to  see  to  them ;  that  frequently  he  had 
from  fifty  to  a  hundred  women  under  his  charge  in  the  Yii^Cilt«  %ndi£  \^  ii^riL 
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to  every  one  who  screamed  or  made  a  noise,  he  could  not  attend  to  the  general 
oversight  of  things ! 

The  physician  of  the  City  Prison  should  be  at  all  hours  accessible :  and  if 
the  prison  continue  to  be  the  receptacle  for  such  large  numbers,  and  such  differ- 
ent characters,  he  should  be  strictly  resident.  Cases  are  constantly  occurring 
which  ought  to  have  immediate  attention,  but,  under  the  present  system,  lie 
unnoticed  for  hours. 

The  physician  of  the  City  Prison  seems  to  be  responsible  to  no  one  for  the 
right  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  makes  no  report  of  them,  and  keeps  no  diary 
or  record  of  the  cases. 

4th.  Religious  instruction  should  be  provided  by  law  for  those  under  deten- 
tion. The  public  duty  in  this  respect  is  partially  performed  in  relation  to  the 
State  prisons  and  our  County  Penitentiary.  Are  the  souls  of  those  entombed 
in  the  City  Prison  less  valuable  ?  Are  these  men  and  women  less  reclaimable  ? 
less  sensible  to  right  appeals  to  the  heart  and  the  conscience  ?  Is  society  less 
concerned  in  their  moral  renovation  ?  Amazing  is  the  apathy  with  which  too 
many  look  on  this  subject.  The  idea  would  seem  to  have  taken  possession  of 
the  public  mind  that  prisoners  have  no  souls  and  no  sensibilities.  But  those  of 
us  who  have  been  accustomed  to  witness  the  eager,  fixed,  and  quiet  attention 
with  which  they  listen  not  only  to  the  appeals  of  Christian  love,  but  also  to  the 
stem  and  fiiith^  rebuke  for  their  sins ;  those  of  us  who  have  seen  the  **  big, 
unbidden  tear**  flow  down  the  cheek  furrowed  by  long-indulged  passions, — well 
know  that  there  are  sympathies  there  that  can  be  touched,  and  consciences 
there  that  respond  to  the  right  appeal. 

There  is  no  chaplain  connected  with  the  City  Prison.  On  the  afternoon  of 
every  alternate  Sabbath,  there  are  religious  services  conducted  by  a  number  of 
devoted  Christian  men.  Their  instructions,  however,  reach  the  ears  of  but 
few  of  the  prisoners,  owing  to  the  construction  of  the  building.  This  difficulty, 
however,  is  not  insuperable. 

Religious  tracts  are  distributed  once  a  month  by  the  missionaiies  of  the  ward 
in  which  the  prison  is  located,  to  all  the  prisoners  who  can  read.  But  the  good 
thus  done  is  comparatively  limited ;  a  very  small  portion  of  those  who  are  in 
the  prison  during  the  month  receiving  these  messengers  of  mercy.  This  work 
can  only  be  performed  effectually  by  a  permanent  chaplain. 

In  his  report  for  September,  the  agent  of  the  Committee  states,  that  on  his 
application,  the  New  York  City  Bible  Society  had  supplied  all  the  ceDs  (one 
hundred  and  forty-eight)  in  the  male  department  with  Bibles,  lettered  on  the 
cover  **  New  York  City  Prison."  The  prison  has  been  supplied  before,  two  or 
three  times;  but  the  Bibles  have  been  purloined,  and  probably  sold.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  device  of  lettering  the  covers,  will  prevent  the  theft  of  these  now 
provided.  One  of  the  deputy-keepers  remarked,  when  these  Bibles  were  fur- 
nished, that  the  prisoners  wiU  not  now  have  reason  to  complain  as  formerly, 
•»  that  they  don*t  know  how  to  pass  their  time.*' 

The  female  department  of  the  City  Prison  is  visited  every  Sabbath  morning 
by  a  lady,  now  a  member  of  the  female  department  of  the  Association,  who  has 
for  years  been  in  the  habit  of  meeting  with  the  women,  reading  and  explaining 
to  them  the  Scriptures.    Occasionally  they  have  preaching  or  addresses  from 
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But  however  well  these  duties  may  be  performed  by  those  who  volunteer 
their  services,  it  is  not  on  them  that  tho  public  nuthoiiiies  ought  to  rely.  Their 
duty  is  to  see  whether  religious  truth  is  not  as  effectual  as  stone  walls  and  iron 
Ws  in  reforming  men. 

The  Committee  have  thus  endeavored  to  show  what  our  houses  of  detention 
ought  to  be.  They  should  not  be  comuion  receptacles,  as  the  City  Prison  now 
is,  for  all  descriptions  of  the  unfortunate  and  the  vile. 

Here  are  to  be  found,  1st.  Those  committed  on  charges  of  vagrancy,  and  the 
lo^rest  grades  of  crimes,  for  period:^  of  from  five  to  thirty  days ;  2nd.  Murderers 
under  sentence  of  death;  3rd.  Those  committed  for  examination  and  trial;  4th. 
Diseased  prostitutes  seeking  admission  to  tho  Penitentiary  Hospital;  5th. 
Witnesses  unable  to  procure  bail ;  6th.  Refractory  apprentices ;  7th.  Paupers 
on  their  way  to  the  Alras-House ;  8th.  Lunatics  destined  for  the  City 
Asylum ;  9th.  Emigrants  without  friends  or  money.  What  an  assemblage 
this,  to  be  gathered  together  under  one  roof  in  a  Christian  city !  The  truth 
cannot  be  disguised  that  our  City  Prison  is  in  no  one  feature  what  it  should 
be,  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed. 

There  can  bo  no  apology  or  justification  for  this  indiscriminate  gathering  to- 
gether of  such  heterogeneous  materials.  Misfortune  may  claim  a  tear,  but  it 
does  not  deserve  a  frown.  If  poverty  appeals  to  us  for  aid,  no  law  of  God,  or 
element  of  our  own  being,  warrants  us  in  answering  it  with  chains.  So  it  will 
be  seen  at  a  glance,  that  it  is  the  veriest  oppression  towards  some  of  the  classes 
specified,  thus  to  associate  them  with  others  suspected,  and  others  again  con- 
victed, of  gross  vices  and  crimes. 

Were  such  portions  of  the  ordinary  inmates  of  the  City  Prison  as  ought  not 
to  be  there,  accommodated  elsewhere,  the  present  occupied  apartments  would 
be  greatly  relieved ;  and  by  properly  appropriating  the  large  amount  of  waste 
room  about  the  building  and  yards,  a  new  and  most  desirable  condition  of  things 
could  be  obtained  with  comparatively  little  expense. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  matters  connected  with  the  City  Prison,  and  th^ 
administration  of  criminal  justice  in  our  cit}%  that  have  received  the  attention  of 
the  Committee,  and  are  too  important  to  be  overlooked.  Some  of  the  facts  that 
follow  demonstrate  the  correctness  of  the  foregoing  remarks. 

AS  TO  WITJTKSSES. 

It  may  be  that  the  ends  of  justice  and  tho  well-being  of  society  require  that 
Rome  security  be  had  for  the  appearance,  when  needed,  of  those  whose  testimo- 
ny is  essential  in  the  establishment  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  accused  persons. 
Where  it  can  be  given,  bail  seems  to  be  universally  considered  as  a  sufficient 
guarantee  for  appearance.  It  is  a  misfortune  to  the  individual  at  least,  if  not 
to  society,  that  those  least  able  to  bear  confinf^ment  are  the  veiy  ones  who 
have  to  endure  it.  Whether  this  can  be  remedied  it  is  not  perhaps  the  province 
of  this  Committee  to  inquire.  But  it  is  their  duty  to  show  what  are  the  hard- 
ships, on  individuals,  of  the  present  system.  In  connection  with  another  branch 
of  their  inquiries,  these  have  already  been  partly  exhibited. 

The  personal  sufferings  of  this  most  unfortunate  class,  whose  sin  seems  to  be 
that  of  having  eyes  and  ears,  are  seen  in  such  cases  as  these,  taken  from  the 
diary  o  the  agent  of  this  Committee  : — Sept.  18.  A.  m\d<.)\e-tv^oA 'wotawa  cvcn\^ 
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to  the  city  an  entire  stranger.  Had  lodgings  given  her  at  a  house  where  her 
bundle  of  clothes  was  stolen  during  the  night.  She  complained  at  the  Police 
Office,  seeking  redress ;  was  herself  locked  up  as  a  witness  in  the  case,  and  has 
now  been  in  prison  ten  days.  Sept.  26.  Was  discharged  by  request  of  our 
agent — the  thief  not  having  been  arrested,  nor  her  clothes  found,  and  no  one 
interesting  himself  for  her.  The  agent  well  says,  **  I  cannot  see  but  that  the 
might  have  remained  in  prison  indefinitely,  had  not  some  visiter  intei-fered.** 
And  it  may  be  added,  that  her  commitment  was  throughout  illegal ;  for  until  the 
arrest  of  tho  tliief  there  was  no  one  to  be  tried,  and  her  testimony  was  entirely 
unavailable  for  any  purpose  whatsoever. 

Sept.  23.  M.  H.  vras  this  day  released  from  prison,  after  being  confined  over 
three  months  as  a  witness.  The  District  Attorney  now  dismisses  the  case,  not 
considenng  it  sufficiently  strong  to  bring  to  trial.  Oct.  15.  A  man  is  in  prison 
as  a  tvitness,  who  says  he  shall  thereby  lose  a  contmct  for  work  for  the  season. 

DELAYS    IX    THE    ADMI?CISTaATIO?f    OF   JUSTICE. 

Not  loss  cruel  are  the  delays  too  often  experienced  in  bringing  committed 
persons  to  trial.  The  Court  of  Sessions  sits  monthly,  each  sitting  being  for 
about  two  weeks ;  whenever  a  protracted  case  occui-s,  it  is  at  tlie  expense  of 
those  who  are  behind  on  the  list.  Thus  it  sometimes  happens  that  individuab 
are  detained  for  two  or  three  months  on  the  suspicion  of  crime,  and  then  dis- 
charged without  trial.     What  a  mockery,  this,  to  public  justice ! 

The  law  provides  that  "  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  discharge  of  any 
grand  jury,  by  any  couit  of  oyer  and  terminer,  or  couit  of  general  sessions  of 
the  peace,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  court  to  cause  eveiy  person  confined  in 
such  prison  upon  any  criminal  charge,  who  shall  not  have  been  indicted,  to  be 
discharged  without  bail,  unless  satisfactory  cause  shall  he  shown  to  such  court  for 
detaining  such  person  in  custody,  or  upon  bail,  as  the  caae  may  I'equire,  until 
the  meeting  of  the  next  grand  jury  in  such  county."  But  the  practice,  in  dis- 
regard, if  not  direct  violation,  of  the  statute,  is  to  detain  the  prisoner  until  the 
case  has  been  jiassed  by  tico  grand  juries  sitting  successively,  and  upon  good 
cause  sliown  to  the  court,  until  the  session  of  still  another  grand  jury,  when,  if 
no  bill  be  found,  he  is  finally  discharged.  But  if  the  arrest  is  made  during  tlie 
session  of  a  grand  jury,  that  term  goes  for  nothing. 

While  this  ])rotracted  detention  is  utterly  unjust  to  the  innocent  prisoner,  it 
also  opcnvtes  injuriously  to  the  State.  Artful  villains  have  sometimes  succeedt^d, 
by  the  jiiTnnged  absence  of  witnesses,  and  other  schemes,  in  securing  the  |)ost- 
|)onr»iMent  of  an  examination  of  their  cases,  until  they  can  claim  their  discharge 
under  this  rule,  and  thus  have  escaped  punishment  entirely. 

The  demands  of  justice  and  the  claims  of  mercy  alike  call  for  a  different 
armngemont  of  our  criminal  courts,  whureby  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the 
arrested  i)erson  may  bo  niore  j)romptly  ascertained ;  the  awaixls  of  the  law 
administered ;  the  county  saved  the  expenses  a^i8in^  from  delays  in  bringing  to 
ti'ial ;  and  witnesses  spared  the  mortification  and  injuiy  of  conOnement. 

The  agent  notices  these,  among  other  cases,  in  his  diary : — 

July  30.  A  woman,  charged  with  passing  a  five-dollar  counterfeit  bill,  has 
been  in  prison  a  long  time,  having  been  passed  by  at  every  session  of  the  court, 
^r  three  or  four  tei'im^  (/.  e.  months). 
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August  3.  C.  P.  and  child  were  sent  to  the  Home  for  discharged  female 
convicts.  She  is  a  woman  of  sober,  steady,  and  industrious  habita-  She  was 
committod  to  prison  on  a  charge  of  larceny,  but  was  honorably  discharged,  no 
evidence  having  been  found  against  her.  She  has,  however,  been  in  prison 
(kree  months. 

August  4.  M.  II.,  who  has  been  in  prison  six  weeks^  was  discharged,  not  a 
shadow  of  evidence  being  produced  against  her ;  a  very  worthy  woman,  as  it 
appeared  on  trial. 

Sept.  10.  Four  boys,  from  12  to  16  years  of  age,  have  been  seven  weeks  in 
confinement  on  a  charge  of  larceny.  A  young  man  has  been^re  weeks  in  con- 
finement on  a  charge  of  assault  on  a  police  officer.  Sept.  20.  Agent  called  on 
the  District  Attorney  in  relation  to  the  boys,  and  urged  him  to  bring  them  to 
trial.  He  expressed  a  willingness  to  do  so,  took  note  of  the  cases,  and  requested 
the  agent  at  all  times  to  give  him  notice  when  such  cases  occur.  Sept.  23.  The 
boys  have  been  tried  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge. 

Oct.  12.  J.  T.  S.  has  been  in  prison  two  months,  without  being  tried  or  even 
indicted.  Oct.  24.  J.  T.  S.  has  been  discharged,  without  a  bill  being  found  by 
the  grand  jury. 

B0T8   AND   GIRLS. 

One  of  the  most  painful  facts  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee,  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties,  is  that  such  large  numbers  of  the  young  are  found 
in  our  prisons.  This  fact  is  painful  on  more  accounts  than  one.  Not  only  is 
compassion  excited  for  the  fate  of  a  child  detected  in  vice  or  crime,  but  the  sad 
comment  it  makes  on  the  home  discipline  of  families  awakens  gloomy  fore- 
bodings in  relation  to  the  future  condition  of  public  morals  in  our  land. 

Our  Association  undertakes  to  deal  with  men  after  their  vicious  propensities 
have  ripened  into  poisonous  fruit.  Others  have  the  more  agreeable  task — and 
more  responsible,  too — of  moulding  and  fashioning  character.  The  results  of 
our  inquiries  tell  as  to  their  faithfulness.  They  are  engaged  in  the  preventive 
service  ;  our  task  is  to  drive  out  the  enemy  against  whose  entrance  they  have 
failed  to  guard.  For  these  reasons  we  present  this  subject  distinctly,  hoping 
that  every  parent  and  guardian,  every  minister  and  teacher,  but  especially  every 
Sabbath-school  teacher,  who  may  read  these  lines,  will  be  excited  to  greater 
faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  toward  the  young  hearts  on  whom  he 
is  exercising  a  formative  influence. 

Here  is  another  leaf  from  the  history  of  our  City  Prison  for  the  last  year, 

March  6.  \V.  E.  C,  aged  16,  committed  for  stealing  money  from  his  em- 
ployer; without  father,  mother,  sister,  or  brother,  living.  March  14.  Was 
sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge. 

April  10.  S.  Y.,  aged  15,  taken  from  a  brothel,  detained  mainly  as  a  wit- 
ness against  the  keeper,  who  is  under  arrest ;  expressed  a  desire  to  lead  a  vir- 
tuous life.     May  2.  Place  is  found  for  her  with  a  family  in street. 

April  30.  W.  R.  S.,  aged  12,  is  in  prison  as  a  vagrant ;  comes  from  Greene 
county,  New  York.     Two  other  boys  committed  for  stealing  maple  sugar. 

May  6.  A  girl,  ten  tears  of  age.  taken  from  a  house  of  ill-fame,  waa  { 
committed  to  the  Tombs.    Agent  went  to  see  the  parents ;  found  them  the  moat 
miserable  beingi  ima^inabJe;  both  drunk.  The  child  sent  to  tbel^wxa^  ^^^lw<^. 
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May  7.  Three  boys,  under  12  years  of  age,  for  petit  larceny.  Two  of  them 
were  attendants  of  a  Sabbath-school. 

May  29.  Boy  committed  for  stoalin;;  caps  from  his  father;  another  for 
stealing  combs. 

June  8.  Five  boys  committed  to-day  for  petit  larceny;  ami  put  into  cells 
toith  old  ajfcnders.  June  9.  Three  of  these  boys  sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge ; 
the  other  two  given  to  their  parents. 

Sept.  IG.  Tliree  young  girls,  of  the  respective  ages  of  10,  11,  and  13  years, 
arrested  for  stealing;  a  lithograph  print,  value  18  cents.  Tlie  children  denied 
the  charge.     Sept.  18.  Were  discharged. 

Sept.  25.  A  little  girl,  aged  thirteen  ycars^  w^as  this  day  sent  to  the  Peniten- 
tiary hospital,  afflicted  with  a  loathsome  disease !  This  is  the  fourth  girl  under 
15  years  of  age  that  has  been  taken  from  the  same  house  of  ill-fame  within 
a  shoit  time — a  house  well  known  to  the  district  police. 

Oct.  19.  A  boy,  aged  9  years,  is  in  prison,  committed  by  his  father,  for  steal 
iDg  25  cents ! 

Surely  such  ciiscs  need  not  be  multiplied.     The  heart  sickens  at  the  recital. 

ALMS-HOnSK    CASES. 

Poverty  brings  unavoidable  afflictions  enough  with  it,  without  the  superadded 
horror  of  being  regarded  and  punished  as  a  crime.  Yet  such  is  too  often  the 
treatment  experienced  by  those  who  have  had  to  pass  under  its  yoke.  As 
though  it  were  not  enough  to  be  deprived  of  every  comfort  of  life,  the  mere 
asking  for  charity  at  the  hand  of  the  public  seems  to  be  considered  a  sufficient 
warrant  for  locking  up  the  unfortunate  victim  among  thieves,  and  drunkards, 
and  prostitutes,  and  the  very  refuse  of  society. 

If  it  be  necessary  that  a  delay  of  one,  two,  or  more  days  intervene  between 
the  request  for  aid  and  the  answer  of  the  Aims-House  commissioner,  surely 
some  other  place  of  temporary  abode  than  the  City  Prison,  with  all  its  pollut- 
ing influences,  should  be  found  for  the  sufferer.  The  victim  may  be  a  mere 
child  ;  an  ori)han,  perhaps,  wandering  about  in  search  of  a  heart  and  a  home ; 
or  the  deserted  offspring  of  those  unworthy  the  name  of  parents.  It  may  bo 
the  aged  widow  fallen  to  the  ground,  as  the  strong  trunk  around  which  she  has 
entwined  herself,  and  to  which  she  has  for  years  clung  for  support,  has  been 
felled  by  the  inexorable  stroke  of  death.  It  may  be  the  mother  with  her  babo, 
forsaken  by  the  unnatural  husband  and  father,  and  seeking  from  strangers  the 
bread  he  promised  to  provide. 

These  are  no  pictures  of  the  imagination :  as  witness  the  following  cases  : 

March  3.  The  agent  found  at  the  Tombs  a  woman,  with  a  child  14  raontlis 
oW,  deserted  by  her  husband,  and  lefl  without  a  home. 

April  16.  Agent  found  at  the  Tombs  a  Gennan  woman  with  five  children, 
in  great  distress,  committed  on  the  15th ;  one  of  the  children,  a  boy  about  14 
years  old,  who  is  blind  and  partially  idiotic,  had  been  confined  in  the  male  de- 
partment during  the  night,  and  as  the  woman  could  not  understand  English,  it 
was  impossible  for  the  matron  to  explain  the  circumstances  or  to  pacify  her. 
The  cries  and  moaning  of  the  whole  fiimily  were  kept  up  during  the  night.  One 
©f  this  Committee  saw  her  in  the  morning,  ascertained  that  they  had  arrived 
here  but  a  week  before,  bad  exhausted  their  slender  means,  and  were  then  sont 
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to  the  Tombs.     Tho  husband  was  at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts.     The  case  was 
laid  before  the  German  Society. 

April  18.  A  boy  agod  15,  with  his  sister  aged  9  years,  were  brought  in  to 
be  examined  by  the  Aims-House  commissioner.  April  20.  The  agent  found 
a  family  willing  to  take  them« 

May  12.  A  boy  8  years  old,  without  a  home,  is  in  the  Prison  ;  to  be  sent  to 
Lou^  Island  Farms. 

May  26.  A  woman  and  two  fine  looking  boys  are  in  tlie  lower  tier  of  the 
female  prison,  among  drunkards  and  vagrants  of  the  worst  character.     On  ask 
iag  why  they  were  there,  tho  keeper  replied,  **  Waiting  to  be  examined  by  the 
Alins-House   cominissiouer.''      May  27.   Agent  applied  to  the  commissioner, 
ajid  they  were  removed. 

June  15.  A  German  boy,  aged  about  37  years,  is  in  the  Tombs;  about 
twelve  days  in  the  country;  cannot  speak  English;  afflicted  with  disease  con- 
tnicteil  on  ship-board ;  had  received  a  permit  to  go  to  the  Penitentiary  hospital* 
Ijut  owing  to  delay  in  making  out  the  papers,  is  detained  here  in  company  with 
I'eluod  and  drunkards. 

June  15.  An  old  woman  with  one  leg  was  sent  to  the  Penitentiary,  Black- 
weirs  Island,  from  the  Tombs ;  her  commitment  reading  thus,  **  Being  a  vagrant, 
sick,  and  needing  aid.'*  No  crime  alleged  against  her.  Why  was  she  not  sent 
to  the  Alms-IIouse  ? 

June  18.  Two  boys,  9  and  7  years  of  age,  both  blind,  were  found  in  the 
street ;  had  accidentally  strayed  from  the  Blind  Asylum,  and  were  committed 
to  the  Tombs,  and  placed  in  a  cell  with  a  corpse^  and  a  number  of  most  aban- 
doned persons,     June  20.  Have  been  returned  to  the  Asylum. 

Sept.  2.  Six  German  children,  from  G  months  to  16  3'ears  of  age,  are  in 
prison.  Have  just  arived  in  the  country ;  theu*  mother  and  one  brother  died  on 
the  passage,  tho  father  is  at  tlie  Hospital,  Staton  Island,  sick.  Sept.  4.  Have 
been  removed  by  the  German  Benevolent  Society. 

Oct.  23.  Agent  found  a  boy  about  10  years  old,  a  subject  for  the  Alma- 
House,  among  the  five-days  vagrants — generally  drunkards  of  the  lowest  stamp. 
The  keeper  removed  him  from  this  company  at  the  request  of  the  agent. 

KEEPERS    AND    OFFICERS. 

In  the  remarks  which  the  Committee  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  make,  in 
relation  to  the  conduct  of  affairs  at  the  City  Prison,  they  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understx>od  that^ey  war  on  the  system,  not  on  individuals.  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, the  characters  of  the  latter  will,  almost  inevitably,  be  more  or  less  influ- 
enced by  the  circumstances  in  which  they  are  called  to  act.  Constant  inter- 
course with  the  depraved  and  the  abandoned,  is  very  apt  to  deaden  tiie  kindlier 
sympathies  of  our  nature,  unless  there  be  sound  principle  to  regulate  their  exer- 
cise. It  will  be  well  for  society  ^vhen  a  man^s  moral  fitness  for  his  station  is  the 
crowning  consideration  in  his  appointment.  But  until  this  becomes  the  govem- 
iag  rule  in  the  selection  of  public  officers,  we  must  sometimes  expect  in  them 
incompetency,  dishonesty,  and  cruelty. 

The  Committee  are  happy  to  say  that  the  necessary  facilities  for  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duty,  are  readily  afforded  them  by  Mr.  Fallon  and  the  deputy- 
keepers.     Bat  it  is  a  source  of  regret  that  some  of  the  of&cen  coim&cXAdLNiv^ 
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the  administi'atioD  of  justice  at  the  City  Prison  occasionally  forget  themselves, 
and  say  and  do  tliat  which,  in  their  more  thoughtful  moments,  they  cannot  but 
condemn. 

The  Committee  refer  to  one  or  two  such  instances  as  have  fallen  under  their 
observation,  not  with  the  view  of  holding  up  the  keepers  as  a  class  to  public  op- 
probrium, but  in  the  hope  that  this  notice  may  incite  among  them  all  a  dispo- 
sition, by  individual  propriety  of  conduct,  to  commend  their  whole  body  to  the 
public  confidence. 

The  agent  says : — 

August  1.  A  crazy  woman  has  been  in  confinement  three  days,  awaiting 
the  action  of  the  authorities  to  be  sent  to  the  Asylum ;  is  in  the  lowest  tier  of 
cells ;  ber  arms  tied,  and  her  body  bound  to  the  filth-pipe !  She  is  obliged  to 
sit  upon  the  stone  floor;  she  cannot  stand  up  nor  lie  doicn.  The  keeper  said  he 
had  just  been  "  ducking  her" — throwing  pails-full  of  water  on  her.  It  b  not  n 
case  of  delirium  tremens. 

August  3.  An  old  man,  nearly  80  years  of  age,  well  dressed,  and  of  a  respect- 
able appearance  if  sober,  was  brought  into  the  Tombs,  intoxicated ;  was  laid 
upon  a  bunk,  with  his  head  much  lower  than  his  body;  and  being  of  a  gross 

habit.  Dr. ,  (a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,)  who  happened  to 

be  present,  remarked  thut  in  such  a  situation  there  would  be  danger  of  apo- 
plexy, and  requested  the  keeper  to  raise  his  head.  **  The  prisoners,"  replied 
the  keeper,  **  get  a  great  deal  better  treatment  than  they  deserve  now ;  by  and 
by  we  shall  have  to  have  large  pillows  and  a  nurse  for  every  prisoner.**  An- 
other keeper  snvs,  **  If  you  would  take  as  much  interest  in  honest  men,  as 
you  do  in  rogues,  it  would  be  better.**  And  another  says,  *^  A  keeper  is  as 
well  qualified  for  his  duties  after  one  week's  experience  as  he  is  after  three 
years.'* 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  Committee  to  be  able  to  draw  a  line  of  light  on  this  dark 
picture. 

July  7.  W.  C.  expresses  his  resolute  determination  to  lead  an  honest  life,  if 
be  can  once  more  have  an  opportunity.  He  says  that  he  never  had  a  kind  and 
encouni^iug  word  spoken  to  biin  until  spolien  by  one  of  the  police-justices. 

July  24.  A  prisoner  confined  in  Eldridge-street  Jail  on  a  charge  of  libel,  has 
had  a  numl)er  of  aiticles  of  clotliing  supplied  to  him  by  the  keepers. 

Happily,  kind  words  and  kind  acts  are  not  uncommon  with  some  of  the 
keepers. 

The  number  of  male  keepers  at  the  City  Prison  is  nine,  and  there  is  one 
matron. 

The  matron  is  employed  only  during  the  day.  One  male  keeper  is  generally 
in  the  odice  of  the  female  department,  and  another  man  has  charge  of  the  wo- 
men during  the  night !  Their  number  vary  from  50  to  80 ;  their  characters 
are  quite  uniformly  loose  and  abandoned. 

Common  decency  requires  tliat  there  should  be  a  matron  in  charge  at  night. 
Then  there  would  be  no  opportunity  for  a  repetition  of  the  disgusting  tales  told 
even  by  these  debased  females  in  days  past,  respecting  their  night  guardians. 
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CONDITION  OF  THE  CITT  PRISON. 

Cleaolioess  has  been  .jeckoned  amoog  the  virtues.  Judging  by  this  rule, 
DO  one  win  look  for  it  amid  the  abominations  existing  in  the  City  Prison.  The 
casual  visitor  will  indeed  see  whitewash  in  abundance.  But  more  accurate  ob- 
servation will  reveal  to  him  the  saddening  truth,  that  the  **  Tombs"  of  New 
York  are  like  the  Pharisees  of  Jerusalem  as  described  by  our  Savior,  **  whited 
sepukhres,  full  of  dead  men^s  bones  and  all  uncleanness.*'  While  the  soul 
sickens  at  the  scenes  of  moral  pollution  there  to  be  met  with  at  all  hours,  the 
senses,  too,  equally  revolt  at  the  filth  and  exhalations  with  which  they  are  assail- 
ed. Drunkards,  reeking  from  the  street  gutters,  are  thrown  together,  half  a 
dozen  in  a  cell,  and  are  thus  left  to  sleep  out  their  debauch.  But  to  depict  these 
scenes  is  a  task  too  disgusting,  even  though  duty  impel  to  it. 

There  is  no  excuse  for  the  existence  of  this  evil,  even  with  the  present  buUd- 
ing.  Cleanliness  of  both  building  and  the  prisoners  can  and  should  be  rigidly 
enforced,  and  the  necessary  conveniences  therefor  be  amply  provided. 

RELIEF  AFFORDED  BT  THE  COMMITTEE. 

It  is  entirely  out  of  the  question  to  specify  all  the  instances  of  relief  afforded 
to  the  prisoners  by  the  committee  and  its  agent.  Aid  has  been  extended  to 
them  in  many  ways ;  females,  manifesting  proper  repentance  and  a  wish  to  re- 
form, have  been  placed  at  the  **  Home**  for  discharged  female  convicts;  situa- 
tions in  fiimilies  have  been  found  for  others ;  counsel  has  been  procured  for  ma- 
ny prisoners  whose  cases  seemed  to  demand  it ;  the  parents  and  other  friends  of 
detained  persons  have  been  visited,  and  their  assistance  secured  ;  bail  has  been 
obtained  for  others ;  the  Courts,  the  Magistrates,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Alms 
House,  and  the  Keeper,  have  all  in  turn,  as  occasion  required,  been  appealed  to 
in  behalf  of  prisoners,  and  not  without  effect. 

The  cases  cited  for  other  purposes  all  show  the  general  nature  of  the  action 
of  the  committee. 

The  committee  have  thus  endeavored  to  discharge  their  duty  with  no  fear 
before  them,  but  that  of  being  led  into  error  in  their  representations.  On  indi- 
viduals, in  or  out  of  authority,  it  has  not  been  their  design  to  reflect. 

The  &cts  cited  speak  with  a  severity  to  which  comment  can  give  no  edge. 
And  similar  fiicts  have  spoken  in  vain  for  years.  The  presentments  of  Grand 
Juries  have  been  unheeded  ;  the  animadversions  of  the  press  seemingly  defied. 
The  abuses  still  exist ;  each  year  adding  to  their  enormity  as  crime  and  crimi- 
nals multiply,  and  as  misfortune  and  vice  swell  up  the  roll  with  our  daily  aug- 
menting population.     When,  if  ever,  shall  tlieir  end  be  ? 

As  an  AssociatMU  we  are  powerless,  except  to  detect  and  to  disclose  the 
wrong.     This  the  committee  have  endeavored  to  do. 

One  more  duty  remains.  They  come  with  their  story  and  their  appeal  to 
the  bar  of  public  opinion.  They  ask  of  the  rich  to  remember  that  those  things 
greatly  increase  their  burdens  of  taxation;  and  if  institutions  designed  to 
check  and  repress  vice  and  crime  become  propagandas  for  the  diffusion  of  moral 
evil,  their  pockets  must  meet  the  consequent  drain  upon  the  public  treasury. 
They  toll  the  poor,  most  emphatically  are  you  the  sufferers.  From  your  ranks 
come  the  witnesses,  male  and  female,  that  have  to  inhale  the  moral  infectran  of 
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the  Tombs*  atmosphere.  Your  children  are  thej,  most  frequently  finmd  in  this 
den  of  pollation. 

They  say  to  parents,  many  of  you  ¥nll  yet  find,  as  many  have  already  foimd^ 
that  the  poison  whicli  oozes  out  of  those  stone  walls  is  subtil  and  diffusive  in 
its  nature ;  at  your  own  firesides  you  may  find  it,  destroying  peace,  blasting  re- 
putation, distilling  death,  when  least  you  expect  it.  Need  they  say  to  Christians, 
that  your  influence  is  not  here  seen  and  felt  as  it  may  and  ought  to  be.  Could 
•uch  a  well-spring  of  corruption  exist  amongst  us,  if  they  who  bear  the  name  of 
Him  who  went  about  doing  good,  and  came  to  seek  and  save  the  lost,  were  to 
imite  their  endeavors  to  purify,  or  rather  to  dry  up,  these  now  ever-flowing 
waters  of  death  ? 

But  on  the  constituted  authorities  of  our  city  must  rest  the  opprobrium  of 
the  longer  continuance  of  these  crying  evils ;  or  to  them  will  redound  the  credit 
fiir  their  removal.     Theirs  is  the  power — theirs  be  the  responsibility. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

R.  N.  HAVENS 
Corresponding  Secretary. 


REPORT 

OF    THE 

COMMITTEE   ON  DISCHARGED  CONVICTS. 


During  the  past  year,  the  Committee  on  Discharged  Convicts  have  continued 
to  give  relief  and  advice  to  the  class  of  persons  falling  under  their  care.  The 
diary  of  their  agent  will  exhibit  the  particulars  of  each  case,  with  a  statement 
of  tlie  age,  birth-place,  cause  of  conviction,  employment  found,  and  such  general 
notes  as  may  serve  to  show  in  what  way  the  objects  of  the  Association  have 
been  carried  out. 

Our  agent  has  maintained  a  correspondence  with  the  keeper  and  matron  of 
the  prison  at  Sing  Sing,  and  has  frequently  visited  that  institution ;  and  we  be- 
heve  that  his  personal  influence  has  been  useful.  Blackwell's  Island  has  also 
been  frequently  visited  by  members  of  this  committee. 

The  labors  and  influence  of  this  committee  are  not  to  be  estimated  alone  from 
the  amount  of  relief  afforded,  or  the  number  of  cases  detailed  upon  its  records. 
In  many  instances,  advice  is  more  needed  than  money.     A  word  of  timely 
sympathy  is  frequently  effectual  in  turning  aside  the  thoughts  and  giving  a  new 
direction  to  the  futuro  life  of  the  discharged  convict.     Habits  of  crime,  once 
established,  are  continued  oftentimes  by  the  mere  force  of  direction,  more  than 
by  wantonness  or  vicious  intent.     In  making  those  inquiries  which  are  necessary 
to  form  a  judgment  of  the  merits  of  an  applicant  for  aid,  the  committee  have  to 
observe  on  almost  general  averment  that  evil  association  and  intoxication  are  the 
causes  of  transgression,  and  that  the  first  steps  in  crime  are  often  taken  thought- 
lessly, perhaps  under  some  strong  momentary  impulse  or  temptation  which  was 
never  before  suggested,  even  by  circumstances  more  favorable  to  impunity. 
Reflection  upon  the  consequences  of  the  act  does  not  appear,  in  ordinary  cases, 
to  enter  into  these  first  transgi'essions ;    and  subsequent  offences  are  easily 
reconciled  by  the  natural  but  erroneous  conclusion,  that  the  character  once  lost, 
by  a  criminal  conviction;  cannot  be  more  than  lost  by  any  number  of  convictions. 
Thence,  to  escape  detection  becomes  the  ruling  idea ;  and  the  moral  nature  of 
conduct  is  quite  a  secondaiy  consideration. 

The  correctness  of  these  views  is  shown  by  the  facility  with  which  the  large 
proportion  of  reclaimable  individuals  yield  to  the  influence  of  favorable  circum- 
stances, and  begin  at  once  to  labor  for  the  restoration  of  character  and  standing 
ia  society. 

It  requires  no  ordinary  degree  of  moral  courage  to  persevere  through  the  dit- 
Bppointments  and  rebuff  which  are  almost  invariably  encouulered  \)^  \K<b  ^iiA« 
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charged  convict.  Employment  may  be  obtained,  and  he  may  exhibit  the  most 
commendable  industry  and  faithfulness ;  but  he  lives  in  constant  fear  of  being 
pointed  out  by  old  associates,  or  malicious  persons,  when  he  is  again  thrown 
upon  the  world,  discouraged,  ^nd  without  resources.  We  have  good  reason  to 
oelieve,  however,  that  a  more  generous  feeling  begins  to  prevail  towards  this 
unfortunate  class  of  people. 

Among  the  specified  duties  of  this  committee  is  that  of  providing  the  subjects 
of  their  care  with  **  suitable  clothing,  of  a  kind  that  will  not  attract  attention 
and  point  them  out  as  convicts."  They  have  been  enabled  to  do  this  during  the 
past  year,  chiefly  by  the  liberality  of  individuals  who  have  furnished  half-worn 
garments  nearly  to  the  extent  required.  In  no  instance  has  a  deservmg  appli- 
cant failed  to  receive,  at  their  hands,  the  means  of  re-appearing  in  society  free 
from  any  exterior  marks  by  which  he  could  be  distinguished  from  the  mass  of 
the  community.  So  fiir  as  personal  appearance  merely  is  concerned,  it  is  easy 
to  avoid  public  scrutiny ;  but  there  remains  the  recognition  of  fellow- prisoners, 
and  that  of  old  associates  in  crime,  who  lie  in  wait  to  receive  and  to  lure  them 
back  to  their  old  haunts  the  moment  their  term  of  imprisonment  expires. 

It  is  a  highly  gratifying  fact  that,  of  the  whole  number  of  cases  which  have 
^  come  under  the  care  of  the  committee,  during  the  year,  (222,)  but  three  or  four 
are  known  certainly  to  have  relapsed  into  crime.  A  fair  proportion  remain  in 
good  situations  which  were  procured  for  them  immediately  after  their  discharge 
from  prison ;  and  not  fewer  than  twenty  may  be  enumerated  as  entirely  succes- 
ful  instances  of  complete  restoration  to  the  confidence  of  friends,  and  the  em- 
ployments of  society. 

The  committee  continue  to  receive,  almost  daily,  gratifying  accounts  of  one 
or  another,  whose  names  are  recorded  in  their  books ;  and  it  is  of  frequent  oc- 
currence that  individuals  call  in  person  at  the  office,  to  renew  their  expressions 
of  gratitude  for  the  assistance  which  they  have  received. 

The  following  case  so  forcibly  illustrates  the  difificulty  experienced  by  dis- 
charged convicts,  in  obtaining  employment^  that  we  venture  to  inti-oduce  it  in 
our  Report,  although  it  did  not  come  under  the  official  care  of  the  com- 
mittee : — 

A  young  man  was  released  from  prison  by  pardon,  and  sensible  of  the  futility 
of  attempting  to  find  employment  in  the  city,  where  he  was  known,  he  shipped 
as  a  sailor  on  board  a  merchant-vessel,  under  an  assumed  name.  But  his  real 
name  was  soon  discovered,  and  he  was  summarily  dismissed.  A  second  and  a 
third  engagement,  of  tlie  same  kind,  was  attended  with  the  same  result.  In 
vain,  also,  he  tried  to  procure  a  passage  to  his  native  country.  Wherever  he 
went,  he  was  pointed  out  as  an  old  convict ;  and  all  his  efforts  to  find  employ- 
ment were  defeated.  He  determined  to  try  another  direction,  and  went  to  Al- 
bany, with  the  design  of  going  farther  west.  He  paid  his  fare  on  the  canal,  but, 
being  recognized,  was  ordered  to  leave  the  boat.  He  returned  to  the  city  with 
wounded  and  exasperated  feelings.  ''At  least,'*  said  he,  *'they  will  let  me 
fight.**  But  here,  too,  he  failed.  His  application  for  enrolment  in  the  Califor- 
nia regiment  was  promptly  rejected.  **What  am  I  to  do?**  he  exclaimed. 
**  Must  I  starve  1  Wherever  X  go,  there  is  nothing  but  persecution.  I  am 
driven  almost  to  despair.  I  can  with  difficulty  resist  the  disposition  to  commit 
•    some  desperate  act  of  revenge  for  such  treatment" 
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Thus,  a  fearful  spirit  of  hostility  to  society  is  engendered  by  harshness 
to  its  defaulting  members. 

With  these  remarks,  and  referring  to  the  annexed  statement  of  cases,  fur- 
nished by  our  agent,  the  Committee  on  Discharged  Convicts  make  a  serious 
appeal  to  the  public  on  behalf  of  those  who  leave  the  prison  with  a  determina- 
tion to  reform.  Let  justice,  as  well  as  Ynercy,  plead  for  them.  They  are  fre- 
quently betrayed  into  crime,  in  monients  of  strong  temptation  and  unwatchful- 
ness,  and  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  general  precepts  and  conduct  of  former 
life.  Poverty,  want,  and  the  force  of  circumstances,  fi*equent]y  induce  depart- 
ures from  the  line  of  rectitude,  and  are  among — 

"  The  tiiousand  pathi  th&t  ilope  the  way  to  crime." 

We  ask  for  the  ex-prisoneir,  who  evinces  sober  penitence,  and  determination  to 
reform,  that  he  may  not  be  repelled  from  his  good  resolutions  by  frowns,  and  de- 
nial of  honest  labor ;  but  that  charity,  "  which  covereth  a  multitude  of  sins," 
may  offer  to  him  every  reasonable  opportunity  to  regain  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow-men. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  society  is  flooded  with  crimes  which  escape  legal 
conviction,  or  for  which  there  is  no  legal  punishment ;  and  that  the  solitary  couch 
and  the  lonely  cell  may  witness  repentance  as  true  as  the  consecrated  altar,  ac- 
companied by  the  most  solemn  and  appropriate  services  of  religion. 


There  have  been  relieved,  during  the  last  year — 

From  Sing  Sing 165 

**      Penitentiary 55 

"       Debtors*  Prison 1 

"      Brooklyn  Prison , 1 

Total 222 


The  amount  of  money  which  has  been  expended  at  the  offici 

For  males  from  Sing  Sing $609  13 

**         from  the  Penitentiary 56  92 

For  a  female*  from  the  Tombs 6  00 

For  males  from  Brooklyn  Prison 8  00 

For  incidental  expenses — fuel,  printing,  paper,  etc 190  36 

$870  41 
Cash  returned  by  sundry  persons,  to  whom  it  had  been  loaned 83  94 

Total  expenditures $786  47 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

ISAAC  T.  HOPPER,  Chairman. 

*  In  addition  to  this  turn,  the  ExecatlTe  Committee  paiMoard  for  fhe  tame  penoo,  |EM. 
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Extracts  from  the  Diary  of  the  Agent. 

J ,  about  forty  years  old,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  convicted  in  this 

city  of  receiving  stolen  goods,  and  sent  to  Sing  Sing  for  five  years  and  one 
month,  and  was  discharged,  by  the  expiration  of  his  sentence,  the  17th  of 
March,  1845.  Iininodintely  after  his  releuse  he  called  at  this  office,  bringing 
with  him  from  the  keeper  strong  testimonials  of  good  conduct.  His  health 
was  poor,  and  he  was  placed  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Parker,  who  performed  a 
surgical  operation  on  him.  We  furnished  him  with  some  pecuniary  aid,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  short  time  he  recovered  his  health,  and  applied  himself  diligently 
to  business.  He  hns  ever  since  his  discharge  conducted  well,  and  has  been 
restored  to  citizenship,  lie  has  a  wife  and  three  children,  whom  he  supports 
comfortably. 

H ,  about  twenty-six  years  old,  a  native  of  Lancaster  county. 

Pa.,  where  his  family  is  among  the  most  respectable,  came  to  this  city,  and 
being  young  and  inexperienced,  he  was  allured  into  evil  company,  and  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  present  to  u  bank  in  Albany  a  forged  check.  For  this  offence  he 
was  sent  to  Sing  Sing  for  two  years.  He  served  his  time  out,  and  was  dis- 
charged in  the  Eleventh  month,  1842.  His  imprisonment  proved  a  school  of 
deep  and  lasting  instruction.  He  conducted  well  while  in  confinement,  and 
upon  his  release  immediately  sought  for  employment  by  which  he  might  earn 
an  honorable  livelihood.  After  some  time  he  procured  a  situation.  He  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  business,  and  by  his  industrious,  attentive  habits,  and 
courteous  demeanor,  he  soon  became  an  important  auxiliary  in  the  establish- 
ment. Afler  remaining  in  this  situation  about  three  months,  his  employers 
were  informed  of  his  having  been  a  tenant  of  Sing  Sing,  and  he  was  immedi- 
ately dismissed  from  their  service.  This  was  the  third  or  fourth  time  he  had 
been  treated  in  the  same  way.  Being  greatly  discouraged,  and  almost  heart- 
broken, he  made  application  to  this  committee.  We  gave  him  some  pecuniary 
assistance,  and  assured  liim  of  our  support.  Sovenil  places  were  found,  but 
when  they  were  informed  that  he  had  been  a  convict,  ho  was  unceremoniously 
rejected.  After  repeated  disappointments,  he  obtained  a  place  as  a  clerk.  Hope 
once  more  seemed  to  revive,  and  he  concluded  tliat  ho  had  now  surmounted 
all  obstacles,  and  was  in  a  fair  way  of  getting  a  comfoilable  living ;  but  it  was  not 
kmg  before  he  had  new  difficulties  to  encounter  of  a  more  appalling  character 
than  any  he  had  met  with  since  he  left  Sing  Sing.  He  was  accused  of  larceny, 
and  cast  into  prison.  I  was  informed  of  his  case,  and  immediately  went  to  see 
him.  1  found  him  in  the  deepest  distress.  I  examined  into  his  case,  and  soon 
became  satisfied  that  he  was  innocent.     I  then  called  upon  the  prosecutor,  who 

was  violent  at  first,  but  soon  softened  down.     H whs  arraigned  before  the 

Special  Sessions.  He  had  no  attorney.  1  explained  his  case  to  the  Court,  and 
he  was  discharged.  After  much  difficulty  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  situation  in 
a  highly  respectable  wholesale  establishment,  where  the  proprietors  are  ac- 
quainted with  his  whole  history.  He  has  now  been  there  sevenil  months  at 
reasonable  wages.  This  committee  sustained  him  through  all  his  difficulties, 
and  have  finally  succeeded  in  procuring  a  permanent  situation  for  him.  With- 
out their  assistance  he  must  have  spent  his  days  in  wretchedness.  He  lias  a 
wife  who  appears  to  be  an  innocent,  worthy  woman.  They  are  now  respecta- 
ble and  happy. 

Near  two  years  after  his  discharge  from  Sing  Sing,  he  received  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  James  Buchanan,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Stotes ;  but 
it  seemed  to  have  no  effect  in  restoring  confidence.  Several  situations  were  ob- 
tained for  him  ;  but,  as  soon  as  they  were  informed  of  his  having  been  a  convict, 
no  entreaty  could  prevail  with  them  to  take  him  into  their  service. 

**  Bedford  Springs,  Penn.,  Augtist  1,  1844. 

'*  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr. ,  having  known 

him  from  his  childhood.    Hb  father,  for  many  years  before  his  death,  was  an 
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intimate  personal  friend,  whom  I  highly  valued ;  and  the  relations  of  Mr. 

are  among  our  most  respectable  people  in  Lancaster.  In  oarly  life  he  dis- 
tressed the  friends  of  himself  and  his  family  by  one  criminal  act;  but  1  most 
sincerely  believe  that  he  has  repented  of  it  from  his  very  heart ;  and  that  he 
would  now  perform  any  duties  which  he  might  undertake  with  integrity  and 
assiduity.  For  my  own  part  I  should  most  cheerfully  trust  him  ;  and  do  not 
hesitate  to  recommend  him  to  all  persons  who  entertain  any  respect  for  my 
opinion.     I  wish  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  afford  him  employment. 

**  JAMES  BUCHANAN." 

If,  with  such  recommendations,  the  discharged  convict  cannot  obtain  confi- 
dence, what  can  those  expect  who  have  no  friends  ? 

A  few  days  after  the  late  anniversary,  the  agent  of  the  Committee  on  Dis- 
charged Convicts  received  the  following  letter  from  him : — 

December  26,  1846. 
*'  Mr.  Isaac  T.  Hopper  : — 

*•  Mt  Dear  Friend  :  As  business  prevents  me  in  daytime  from  seeing  you, 
ID  order  to  thank  you  kindly  for  the  noble  and  generous  mention  made  of  me  in 
your  remarks  before  the  Association,  and  which  remarks  were  as  pleasant  and 
exciting  to  me  as  they  were  totally  unexpected,  I  take  this  method  to  express 
my  thanks.  I  need  scarcely  assure  you,  my  good  and  truly  kind  and  generous 
friend,  (generous  not  only  to  so  humble  an  individual  as  myself,  but  to  all  your 
fellow-creatures,)  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  find  words  to  thank  you  ade- 
quately, and  to  describe  my  feelings  on  that  occasion.  They  were  the  more 
gratifying  on  account  of  my  dear  wife,  who  was  present  with  me,  as  also  my 
brother-in-law.  Oh !  what  a  noble  work  the  Society  is  engaged  in ;  and  my 
most  fervent  prayer  is  that  its  roll  may  be  honored  with  your  name,  on  its  de- 
tention-list, for  many,  many  years  to  come.  Then,  indeed,  would  I  have  no 
fears  for  those  poor  unfortunates,  whoso  first  unthinking  error  places  them  un- 
conditionally within  the  very  miasma  of  vice  and  crime.  May  you  enjoy  a  very 
merry  Christmas,  and  many  happy  new-years  to  come,  is  the  sincere  desire  of 

my  wife,  E ,  and  myself. 

"Respectfully,  your  friend,  H." 

S— ,  a  young  man  about  twenty-one  years  old,  a  native  of  Now  Hamp- 
shire, removed  to  this  city,  with  his  parents,  about  the  year  1837.  Here  he 
became  intimate  with  several  persons  of  dissolute  character,  and,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1844,  he  was  convicted  of  gi-and  hu^eny,  and  sentenced  to 
Sing  Sing  for  four  years  and  six  months.  After  being  in  prison  about  one  year, 
he  was  pardoned.  On  his  release,  he  called  upon  this  committee  for  advice 
and  assistance.  He  is  a  shoemaker ;  and,  being  informed  that  he  had  conducted 
well  in  prison,  we  furnished  him  with  tools  to  enable  him  to  follow  his  business. 
One  year  and  about  eight  months  have  now  elapsed  since  he  was  discharged, 
and  we  are  happy  to  say  that  he  has  conducted  well.  He  supports  comfortably, 
by  his  industry,  an  aged  mother  and  two  sisters. 

H— — ,  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  was  born  in  Brooklyn.  When 
about  sixteen  he  came  to  this  city,  and  hired  as  a  waiter  in  a  hotel.  For  some 
time  he  conducted  well ;  but^  becoming  acquainted  with  several  boys  of  bad 
character,  he  was  induced  to  steal  from  the  landlord,  when  he  was  not  quite 
eighteen  years  old,  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  For  this  offence  he  was 
convicted,  and  sent  to  Sing  Sing  for  two  years.  He  was  discharged  in  Twelfth 
month,  1845,  by  the  expiration  of  his  sentence.  As  soon  as  he  arrived  in  this  city, 
he  called  at  this  ofllice,  bringing  with  him,  from  several  of  the  ofificers  of  the 
prison,  strong  testimonials  of  good  conduct.  His  board  was  paid  for  a  short  time. 
Kmploymebt  was  soon  obtained  for  him,  in  a  respectable  goocer}%  where  he  still 
continues,  and  conducts  well.  He  has  frequently  called  to  see  me,  and  appears 
veiT  grateful  for  the  assistance  that  has  been  rendered  him.  His  employer  sayv 
*'Ii.  has  been  in  my  employ  now  almost  one  year,  and  1  can  v^^Nk  Vci  ^Qca 
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highest  terms  of  him  in  all  respects.  I  always  fouDd  him  to  take  a  lively  inter- 
est in  my  business,  and  I  believe  him  to  be  a  person  who  would  do  all  for  his 
employer  in  his  power." 

J ,  about  forty-five  years  old,  a  native  of  Long  Island,  was  convicted  of 

burglary  in  the  third  degree,  and  sent  to  Sing  Sing  for  the  term  of  five  years. 
The  day  before  his  sentence  expired,  when  he  was  in  full  anticipation  of  the 
pleasure  of  being  restored  to  his  family  in  a  few  hours,  he  received  a  letter 
from  his  wife,  requesting  him  not  to  return  home.  Previous  to  his  imprison- 
ment he  had  lived  in  harmony  with  his  family,  and  he  could  not  believe  that  his 
wife,  of  whom  he  was  very  fond,  would  be  so  cruel  as  to  reject  him.  How- 
ever, upon  his  release  he  went  to  work  at  his  trade,  (that  of  a  shoemaker,)  in 
the  village  of  Sing  Sing,  and  in  a  little  time  saved  a  clever  sum  of  money,  con- 
cluding that  that  would  open  the  way  for  his  reception,  and  with  it  he  returned 
to  his  family ;  but  his  wife  refused  to  receive  him,  and  turned  him  off  with 
disdain.  This  was  more  than  his  nature  could  bear :  he  became  intemperate, 
and  finally  lost  his  reason.  In  this  condition  he  staggered  into  the  basement 
of  a  house  in. Williamsburg,  in  the  evening,  when  he  was  arrested,  on  sus- 
picion of  intending  to  rob  the  premises,  and  committed  to  prison.  Happy  for 
poor  Jacob,  Judge  Edmonds  presided  on  his  trial,  who  gave  his  case  a  thorough 
examination.  Jacob  was  permitted  to  plead  his  own  cause.  His  simple  narra- 
tive deeply  affected  the  court  and  jury,  all  of  whom  sympathized  with  him. 
He  was  sentenced  to  an  imprisonment  of  two  months,  in  the  city  prison  in 
Brooklyn.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term,  Jacob  called  upon  me.  I  went  to  see 
his  wife,  who  was  in  very  poor  health.  She  received  him  kindly.  Some  pecu- 
niary aid  was  given  to  Jacob.  He  appears  to  be  sober  and  industrious,  and  is 
earning  an  honest  and  comfortable  livelihood. 

The  two  following  were  presented  by  Judge  Edmonds : — 

Fifth  month  23d,  1846.  A  young  man  of  about  twenty-two  years  of  age  was 
discharged  from  the  prison  at  Sing  Sing  about  fifteen  months  since.  He  had 
been  convicted  of  forgery,  and  been  sentenced  for  two  years,  and  served  out  his 
time.  On  his  discharge,  he  applied  to  me  for  assistance  to  get  into  business. 
He  acknowledged  his  guilt,  and  expressed  much  sorrow  and  contrition  for  his 
offence ;  and  having  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  his  repentance,  I  concluded 
to  aid  him.  He  had  received  a  good  education,  and  a  clerkship  was  found  for 
him  at  two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  there  1  lost  sight  of  him. 

About  a  fortnight  since  a  well-dressed,  modest,  and  gentlemanly  young  man 
called  at  my  house  in  the  evening  during  my  absence,  and  waited  some  time  in 
my  library  for  me.  After  sitting  a  while,  he  asked  Mis.  Edmonds  if  she  recol- 
lected him.  She  said  she  did  not.  He  then  asked  her  if  she  remembered, 
some  time  since,  that  a  young  man  just  out  of  the  State  Prison  had  gone  to  her 
house  with  a  note  from  me,  and  that  upon  receiving  it  she  had  complied  with 
the  request  contained  in  it,  and  hud  dressed  him  out  with  a  complete  suit  of  my 
clothes.  She  said  she  remembered  it  well,  and  had  often  wished  to  know  what 
had  become  of  him.  With  much  emotion,  and  very  much  to  her  surprise,  he 
said.  *'  I  am  that  ])ersou." 

Not  bein;;  able  to  see  me  that  evening,  he  called  at  my  house  the  next  room- 
ing, and  gave  me  an  account  of  his  progress  since  he  had  thus  again  started  in 
the  world.  He  had  risen  rapidly  in  Ihe  favor  of  his  employers;  is  now  in  the 
receipt  of  a  competent  salary,  ami  is  trusted  without  reservation  with  their  funds 
and  property.  They  were  so  well  pleased  with  him,  that  they  have  lately  of  their 
own  accord  increased  his  compensation,  and  repose  entire  conHdenee  in  him. 

He  attributes  his  fall  to  the  want  of  reflection  on  the  consequences  of  the  act 
he  committed,  but  says  it  was  a  lesson  to  him  which  he  will  never  forget.  I 
was  much  pleased  with  his  reformation  and  his  prosperity,  and  invited  him 
freely  to  visit  me.  On  Sunday  last  he  went  to  church  with  me,  and  sat  in  my 
pew  with  my  £imily. 
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He  seems  veiy  grateful  for  the  slight  aid  he  received,  aod  requested  me  to 
say  to  our  Association,  that  he  should  devote  of  his  earnings  two  dollars  a  month 
to  our  treasury,  to  assist  us  in  aiding  others  situated  as  he  has  been. 

Fifth  month,  23. — J  ,  in  the  fall  of  1844,  was  convicted  of  grand  larceny 
in  this  city,  and  sentenced  to  the  State  Prison  for  two  years.  I  was  then  one  of 
the  inspectors,  and  an  extraordinary  application  was  made  to  me,  by  the  com- 
plainant in  her  case — ^namely,  that  I  should  use  my  influence  to  prevent  her 
being  pardoned.  This  excited  my  attention,  and  on  my  first  visit  to  the  prison 
I  inquired  into  her  case. 

She  had  been  a  servant,  and  had  been  seduced,  and  was  then  pregnant. 
When  her  situation  became  known,  she  was  complained  of  for  attempting  to 
rob,  and  was  convicted.  She  was  young,  simple,  and  unfriended.  Her  friends 
and  &mily  were  all  in  Ireland,  and  she  had  no  one  to  protect  her ;  and,  even  if 
innocent,  the  odds  were  terribly  against  her. 

When  I  saw  her  in  the  prison,  she  was  in  an  awful  condition  :  she  took  no 
sustenance  or  sleep ;  and  her  mind  was  so  much  affected  that  she  must  soon 
become  a  raging  maniac,  or  die.  I  promptly  interfered,  and  obtained  a  pardon 
for  her ;  and  on  her  release  I  committed  her  to  the  care  of  some  ladies,  who 
provided  for  her  till  her  confinement,  and  on  the  restoration  of  her  health  pro- 
cured a  place  of  service  for  her  in  the  country. 

It  is  now  two  years  since  I  had  heard  anything  certain  of  her. 
This  morning,  while  my  chambers  were  very  full,  a  young  woman  came  in, 
and  said  she  wanted  to  see  me.     I  did  not  recognize  her,  till  she  told  me  her 
name.     I  appointed  her  to  come  to  my  house.     Accordingly,  this  afternoon  sho 
came  to  my  house,  and  brought  her  little  boy  with  her. 

She  says  she  is  living  with  S.  Y ,  N ,  Conn.     She  has  been  with 

his  family  over  a  year,  and,  besides  the  support  of  herself  and  child,  is  receiving 
wages  of  three  dollars  a  month.  She  has  come  to  the  city  on  a  visit,  and  took 
pains  to  find  me  out,  so  (as  she  said)  that  she  might  let  me  know  how  well  she 
was  getting  along.  When  I  asked  her  if  her  employer  knew  that  she  had 
been  in  the  State  Prison,  with  characteristic  simplicity,  she  replied,  **  Oh,  yes ; 
if  I  hadn^t  told  them,  they  would  have  been  asking  me  questions,  and  I  couIdn^t 

answer  them.*'  

Fifth  month,  25,  1846. — J ,  about  26  years  old,  a  native  of  Scotland.  -. 

He  had  been  in  this  country  about  three  years  when  he  was  convicted  of  bur- 
glary, and  sent  to  the  State  Prison  for  two  years.  He  was  discharged  by  the 
expiration  of  his  sentence,  the  22nd  inst.  He  had  been  employed  as  a  clerk  in 
a  book-store,  and  gave  good  satisfaction  to  his  employers,  until,  associating  with 
loose  company,  he  became  intemperate;  and  to  this  cause  he  attributes  his 
downfall.     He  conducted  well  while  in  prison. 

Duncan  Dunbar,  a  respectable  Baptist  clergyman,  is  well  acquainted  with 
John  and  his  family.  He  says  John's  father  is  a  highly  respectable  bookseller 
end  stationer  in  Scotland,  and  that  John  is  an  excellent  Greek  and  Latin  scholar ; 
and  he  thinks  that  he  has  sincerely  repented  of  his  misconduct,  and  that,  with 
a  little  encouragement,  he  will  yet  be  an  honor  to  his  friends  and  benefactors. 
Upon  his  discharge  he  called  at  this  office,  and  received  our  sympathy  and 
assistance.  More  than  six  months  have  now  elapsed,  and  John  has  conducted 
well;  and  we  hope  he  is  a  reformed  man. 

Eleventh  month  21,  1845. — A was,  for  several  years,  a  merchant  in 

respectable  standing ;  but  becoming  embarrassed  in  his  pecuniary  circumstances, 
he  committed  an  act  for  which  he  was  convicted  of  forgery,  and  sent  to  Sing 
Sing  for  three  years.  While  there,  he  was  employed  as  a  nurse  in  the  hospital. 
By  this  means  he  became  acquainted,  in  considerable  degree,  with  the  use  of 
medicine ;  and  after  his  release  he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  that  science. 
But  being  destitute  of  the  means,  he  applied  to  our  Association  for  assistance. 
Believing  that  he  had  formed  a  resolution  to  pursue  a  virtuous  course  of  life  in 
future,  his  request  was  complied  with;  and  we  feel  pleasure  in  beiu^aibV^  \i(^ 
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say  thnt  he  has  graduated  as  a  physcian,  and  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  he 
will  prove  himself  a  useful  and  respectable  citizen. 

The  following  history  of  a  yonth  who,  as  it  will  be  seen,  had  widely  departed 
from  the  path  of  rectitude,  shows  the  great  importance  of  cultivating  the  least 
germ  of  good  that  may  be  found  in  any,  even  though  the  case  should  appear 
hopeless. 

£ ,  a  native  of  this  city,  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  had  been  greatly 

neglected  in  early  life,  and  was  left  very  much  to  himself;  and,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  formed  an  intimacy  with  boys  of  bad  character,  who  led  him  on,  by  pre- 
cept and  example,  in  all  kinds  of  mischief.  When  about  nine  years  old«  he 
robbed  his  father  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  absconded ;  but  after  some  time 
he  was  arrested,  and  put  in  the  House  of  Refuge.  After  remaining  in  that 
institution  some  time  he  was  bound  to  a  fisirmer  in  Columbia  county.  He  was 
there  but  a  short  time  before  he  was  imprisoned  on  account  of  his  ungovernable 
and  refractory  conduct,  and  the  indentures  by  which  he  was  bound  were  can- 
celled, and  he  returned  to  his  father,  in  this  city,  who  bound  him  to  a  farmer  in 
New  Jersey ;  but  he  staid  there  but  a  short  time,  when  he  absconded.  His  case 
appeared  hopeless,  and  his  parents  abandoned  him.  He  became  reckless,  and  it 
seems  that  he  embraced  every  opportunity  that  offered  to  commit  depredations 
on  property  whenever  it  fell  in  his  way.  After  he  left  the  House  of  Refuge, 
he  was  confined  in  many  of  the  county  prisons.  Indeed,  almost  his  whole  life 
had  been  one  continued  career  of  crime.  Some  months  ago  a  member  of  the 
Prison  Association  found  him  on  BlackwelPs  Island,  charged  with  stealing  a 

watch.     £ manifested  penitence,  and  professed  a  strong  desire  to  refoinn, 

and  most  earnestly  solicited  K to  endeavor  to  obtain  his  release.     K , 

having  confidence  in  his  sincerity,  took  measures  to  obtain  his  discharge,  and  he 
was  placed  at  board  till  some  business  could  be  obtained  for  him.  After  a  few 
weeks,  employment  was  procured.  Six  months  have  now  elapsed,  and  he  has 
conducted  with  great  propriety.  He  is  industrious  and  faithful  in  whatever  he 
undertakes,  and  omits  no  opportunity  to  manifest  his  gratitude  for  the  assistance 
that  has  been  extended  to  him.  He  says  it  is  the  first  time  that  the  hand  of 
kindness  or  encouragement  was  ever  extended  to  him — he  had  been  knocked 
about  all  his  life.  And  we  may  add,  that  his  father  and  the  keepers  of  the 
prison  advised  this  committee  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  him,  saying  that  it 
would  be  kindness  misapplied,  as  he  was  irreclaimable.  He  is  a  young  man  of 
much  talent. 

We  will  close  these  extracts  With  the  following  case,  though  they  might  be 
greatly  extended. 

J ,  about  thirty  years  old,  a  native  of  Upper  Canada,  had  become  a  com- 
mon drunkard,  and  was  sent  to  BlackwelKs  Island  six  months,  for  intemperance, 
and  was  discharged,  by  the  expiration  of  his  sentence,  about  eight  months  ago. 
Soon  after  his  discharge,  he  called  at  this  office  for  advice  and  assistance,  saying 
that  he  was  determined  to  make  an  effort  to  reform  his  course  of  life.  We 
found  that  he  was  a  man  of  mind,  and  well  educated.  He  was  placed  at  board 
for  a  few  days,  when  a  situation  offered  in  the  country,  and  he  readily  went  to 
it.  In  about  three  weeks  a  letter  was  received  from  him,  in  which  he  says : 
**  I  am  employed  at  farming,  a  business  I  have  not  been  used  to.  I  find  it  hard 
work,  but  am  well  satisfied,  and  sincerely  thankful  for  the  assistance  you  ren- 
dered me."     J is  now  employed  as  a  teacher  in  one  of  the  public  schools 

in  a  neighboring  county,  and  is  much  respected. 
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The  Ladies  who  hare  charge  of  the  Female  Department,  respectfully  repoct 
for  the  year  ending  November  18th. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year,  notwithstanding  much  difficulty  and  some 
discouragement,  has  been  such  as  to  impress  them  more  forcibly  than  ever 
widi  the  urgent  need  of  such  an  institution  as  the  Home  in  this  city,  and  with 
the  feasibility  of  the  undertaking  under  the  auspices  of  the  Prison  Association. 
They  feel  more  than  ever  anxious  that  the  attempt  should  be  fully  brou^ 
before  the  public  with  its  tangible  results,  being  confident  that  it  requires  only 
to  be  known  and  understood,  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  benevolent  of  idl 
classes  and  denominations.  ,The  hopeless  condition  of  the  discharged  convict 
has  been  the  theme  of  much  eloquence,  but  when  the  case  of  the  female  convict 
comes  before  us — ^when  we  see  the  desolate  creature  humbled  to  the  dust* 
trembling  under  the  sense  of  weakness  and  degradation,  and  scarcely  believing 
in  the  reality  of  human  sympadiy — ^we  feel  that  the  half  had  not  been  told  ua. 
The  first  impression  is  that  of  almost  utter  hopelessness  as  to  the  power  of 
anything  short  of  miracle  to  raise  the  abject  being  to  a  sense  of  self-respect. 
A  degraded  woman  is  proverbially  lowest  in  the  scale  of  humanity ;  and  when 
years  have  confirmed  vicious  habits,  and  hardened  the  offender  into  recklessness* 
we  acknowledge  the  difficulty  of  any  attempt  on  our  part  to  implant  new 
principles  or  awaken  a  regard  for  character.  But  it  is  far  different  with  the 
young  and  with  those  who  have  still  a  remnant  of  womanly  feeling  and  a  hope 
of  redeeming  lost  reputation.  Widi  these,  experience  shows  that  we  may 
hope,  with  the  blessing  of  Grod,  to  accomplish  much ;  and  we  are  able  to  show 
many  instances  where  success  has  been  fiur  beyond  our  hopes.  But  all  are 
confounded  together  in  die  general  estimate  of  society.  Without  some  special 
aid  from  them  who  make  the  subject  their  study,  and  who,  by  effoit  and 
practice  become  conversant  with  its  details,  it  is  impossible  that  the  public 
thoukl  be  able  to  discriminate.  A  discharged  convict — a  discharged  female 
convict — ^is  necessarily  an  outcast  from  society.  Who  will  employ  such  an 
one  ?  what  fiimily  will  receive  as  an  inmate  a  degraded  creature  fresh  from  the 
Penitentiary?  who  can  trust  a  woman  who  has  been  imprisoned  for  theft? 
what  mother  will  introduce  among  her  daughters  one  who  has  been  fimiiliar 
with  the  Tombs  ?    It  cannot  be  expected.    Whatever  may  Viwe  V>««tx  ^<d  ^«ir 
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duct  of  the  prisoner  during  her  incarceration ;  whatever  certificates  she  may 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  even  from  faithful  and  judicious  officials — and  these  are 
unfortunately  rare — there  is  a  moral  atmosphere  about  her  which  effectually 
repels  even  the  charitable,  and  which  causes  the  unthinking  and  the  selfish  to 
turn  from  her  with  abhorrence.  She  may  starve — she  may  beg — she  may 
return  to  vice — or  she  may  put  an  end  to  her  hateful  life — nobody  feels  the 
blame.  But  here  the  Prison  Association  steps  in.  If  there  be  a  remnant  of 
decency — if  the  least  &int  wish  to  return  to  a  better  mind  and  a  better  life, — 
the  Home  is  opened  to  receive  her.  A  kind  matron  welcomes  her — inquires 
into  her  wants — her  history — ^her  feelings ;  gives  her  the  means  of  cleanliness 
and  decency;  finds  employment  for  her;  ascertains  her  character  and  dis- 
position ;  searches  for  what  germs  of  goodness  may  be  yet  remaining,  and  if 
there  be  a  smouldering  spark  of  vutuous  hope,  sedulously  preserves  it  from 
extinction.  She  remains  in  this  Asylum^  treated — not  with  a  supercilious,  a 
cold,  a  spurious  kindness — but  as  a  woman  and  a  sister,  until  her  views,  her 
powers,  her  qualifications  for  earning  a  subsistence,  and  the  sincerity  of  her 
desire  for  reformation  have  been  fully  tested ;  and  if  the  result  prove  satis- 
fiictory,  a  place  suited  to  her  ability  is  provided,  and  she  is  placed  with  those 
who,  understanding  fully  her  past  history  and  present  condition,  are  willing  to 
try  her.  If,  from  any  cause,  this  first  effort  prove  abortive,  and  she  leaves  her 
I^ce,  the  Home  is  again  open,  lest  destitution  should  once  more  betray  her 
into  the  dens  which  yawn  for  such  victims ;  and  it  is  not  until  repeated  trials 
render  farther  efforts  hopeless  that  she  is  ever  abandoned  to  her  evil  fate. 

If  we  were  ever  asked  in  what  class  of  offenders  we  had  found  least  encour- 
agement, we  should  be  constrained  to  reply — ^the^  confirmed  drunkards.  She 
who  has  stolen,  may  be  warned  by  punishment  or  persuaded  by  the  voice  of 
friendship  and  religion  to  **  steal  no  more  ;'*  even  she  who  has  been  induced  to 
throw  herself  away,  body  and  soul,  may,  by  some  possibility,  be  restored  to  a 
better  mind,  so  that  she  shall  look  upon  her  course  of  transgression  with  horror 
and  disgust;  but  the  drunkard  is  so  weakened  and  vilified  by  her  enslaving 
habit,  and  temptations  are  so  constantly  presented  on  every  side,  that  we  find 
ourselves  continually  disappointed  and  thwarted  in  such  cases,  even  after  the 
most  flattering  appearances. 

The  expense  of  maintaining  such  a  Home  as  we  have  described,  and  of  aiding 
the  discharged  convict  in  the  various  particulars  in  which  most  of  them  need  aid, 
is  necessarily  considerable ;  but  as  we  felt  confident  when  we  made  our  last  re- 
port, it  is  likely  rather  to  lessen  than  increase  in  proportion  to  the  number  who 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  institution,  Not  only  does  increased  experience  en- 
able us  to  proceed  more  economically,  but  as  our  establishment  becomes  better 
known,  and  its  character  better  understood,  we  find  so  many  additional  ftcilities 
lor  obtaining  employment  for  the  inmates,  that  their  earnings  more  and  more 
materiRlly  lessen  our  expenses.  From  the  establishment  of  the  Home  in  June* 
1845,  to  our  first  annual  meeting  in  December  of  the  same  year,  it  cost  the 
gentlemen's  department  $1500  ;  from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  the  space 
of  one  year,  the  Home  has  cost  thera  scarcely  more  than  one  third  of  that  sura. 

The  religious  instruction  at  the  Home  is  given  by  the  ci(y  missionaries,  who 
officiate  in  turn  every  Sunday  morning.  On  Wednesday  evening  of  eveiy 
wi9ek  the  Rev.  Mr.  Darling  holds  a  meeting.    It  is  due  to  Miss  Sarah  H. 
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Wood,  the  Matron  of  the  sewing  department,  to  say  that  her  services  have  been 
untiring — she  has  accomplished  much  dm*ing  the  year,  quilting,  shirt-making, 
and  plain  sewing  in  all  its  branches,  have  been  carried  on  under  her  supervision — 
a  portion  of  each  day  she  devotes  to  reading  to  the  women  books  of  an  instruct- 
ive and  entertaining  character.  A  chapter  in  the  Bible  is  also  read,  and  a  hymn 
snng,  every  morning  and  evening. 

The  ladies  would  here  gratefully  acknowledge  the  unremitting  services  of 
Dr.  Hopper  at  the  Home. 

From  November  12th,  1845,  to  November  12th,  1846,  there  have  been 
received  at  the  Home,  126. 

Found  situations  for .  66 

Hetumed  to  their  friends    ........  7 

Sent  to  the  Hospital 9 

<«         »«     Magdalen          ........  2 

•»        »»    House  of  Refuge 1 

Returned  to  evil  courses 14 

Left  without  permission 1 

Discharged  for  improper  conduct 1 

**          not  being  proper  subjects  for  the  Home     ...  3 

Left,  to  find  places  for  themselves       ......  2 

Remaining  at  the  Home 20 

126 

From  twenty-four  of  those  for  whom  situations  have  been  found,  we  have 
had  satis&ctory  account.  We  have  also  the  satisfaction  of  stating,  that  many 
of  thoee  who  were  reported  last  year  as  having  been  placed  in  situations,  are 
still  doing  well. 

The  condition  of  the  female  prisoners  at  BlackwelPs  Island  is  calculated  to 
awaken  the  sympathy  and  the  alarm  of  all  who  visit  that  institution ;  sympathy 
for  wretched  fellow-creatures  subjected  to  every  evil  influence^every  brutal- 
izing association ;  and  alarm  at  the  spectacle  of  a  nursery  of  vice — a  place  for 
training  up  a  population  for  crime — a  preparatory  school  where  die  young  may 
lean),  at  the  public  expense,  the  same  employments  which  have  brought  their 
predecessors  to  the  State  Prison  and  the  gallows.  The  want  of  classification — the 
want  of  cleanliness  consequent  upon  this  crowding  and  jumbling  of  all  ages  and 
conditions ;  the  lack  of  a  competent  number  of  matrons — tico  being  all  that  are 
allowed  for  the  superintendence  of  these  hundreds ;  these  strike  us  as  among 
the  prominent  points  worthy  of  immediate  attention.  Females  to  the  number 
of  two  or  three  hundred  are  congregated,  during  the  day,  in  what  is  called 
*'the  shanty;**  much  of  the  time  they  are  without  any  proper  overseer, 
and  the  conftmon,  profanity,  and  ribaldry  that  occur  are  horrible.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  hospital,  too,  where  youth  and  maturity  in  crime  are  mingled  indis- 
criminately, b  lamentable  in  the  extreme.  Even  young  giris,  when  once  they 
have  graduated  in  this  dre^ul  school,  hear  with  indifference  the  offers  of  those 
who  would  beftiend  them,  and  only  wait  for  their  discharge  to  return  to  thehr 
haunts  of  infamy.    Our  efforts  with  such  are  vain. 

The  chikUren's  hospital,  too,  is  a  most  heart-rending  and  loathsome  «i^t% 
More  than  one  hundred  children  are  there  assembled;  iYm  offo^ga:iii%^v^'^ft^*¥^'^^ 
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a  majority  of  instances,  of  vicious  parents,  and  bearing  on  their  feces  and  per- 
sons  but  too  striking  indications  of  the  care  that  will  be  needed  to  preserve 
them  from  the  way  that  leads  to  destruction.  These  are,  it  is  true,  under  the 
Buperintendence  of  a  matron,  but  who  are  her  assistants  ?  If  it  had  not  been  seen 
it  could  not  be  believed,  that  prisoners — abandoned  women — those  whom  society 
has  found  it  necessary  to  cast  from  its  lap  as  nuisances — are  the  chosen  nurses 
md  guardians  of  these  unfortunates.  It  is  to  the  tender  mercies  of  such  beings 
these  that  the  puny  infant  is  intrusted  ;  they  tench  the  lisping  speech  to  such  a» 
as  live  through  their  nursing ;  and  when  intellect  begins  to  develop  itself,  the  first 
instruction  comes  from  such  as  these,  whose  very  breath  is  profanity,  and  who 
have  long  been  strangers  to  the  very  name  of  modesty.  Such  things  need  only 
be  named  to  be  abhorred.  May  we  not  hope  that  attention  will  early  be  called 
to  this  and  kindred  subjects  ? 

At  the  City  Prison  we  have  met  with  the  kindly  co-operation  of  the  matron, 
Mrs.  Foster,  who  has  always  shown  the  greatest  alacrity  in  seconding  our 
efforts  to  reclaim  the  wandering,  and  to  awaken  the  slumbering  conscience  in 
cases  where  there  seemed  still  to  be  hope.  She  has  even  taken  pains  to  send 
fur  some  of  our  Committee,  in  order  to  bring  to  their  notice  cases  that  claimed 
their  care.  She  has  provided  clothing  fit  for  their  reception  at  the  Home,  or  at 
places  where  situations  had  been  found  for  them,  and  this  at  her  own  expense. 
Such  humanity  is  rare,  and  it  should  be  esteemed  accordingly.  But  the  radical 
faults  of  the  arrangements  at  the  City  Prison  are  numerous.  Women  of  all 
ages  and  of  all  degrees  of  crime,  some  subjects  for  the  Alms-House,  charged 
with  no  crime,  some  fit  for  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  others  who  have  taken 
refuge  from  destitution  and  exposure,  are  all  commingled  in  one  mass,  corrupt 
and  corrupting.  Girls  are  eveiy  day  to  be  found  in  the  midst  of  the  vilest  and 
most  hardened  offenders ;  and  some  of  these  girls  are  those  who  have,  ftom 
▼arious  causes,  entered  the  prison  comparatively  innocent.  Some  of  them  are 
paupers,  and  many  are  subjects  for  the  House  of  Refuge. 

One  dreadful  evil  of  this  prison  is,  that,  from  the  fact  of  there  being  but  one 
matron,  the  women  are,  most  of  them  during  the  day,  and  all  of  them  during 
the  night,  subject  to  the  control  of  male  keepers,  who  are  too  often  entirely 
unfit  for  their  duties. 

CAROLINE  M.  KIRKLAND. 


Extracts  from  some  of  Oie  letters  received  from  those  who  have  left  the  Home  for 

places  provided  by  the  Committee* 

From  A.  B.,  (once  considered  almost  a  hopeless  subject.) 

November  7.  1846.  *  •  •  I  must  now  say  something  about  my  place.  I 
feel  more  contented  than  I  did.  I  am  living  in  one  of  the  best  families  there  is. 
The  house  isf  all  open  to  my  hand.  They  go  out  and  leave  me  home  to  do  as 
I  please.      I  have  not  seen  a  key  since  I  came  here.      The  old  lady  is  like  our 

good  friend  Mrs.  G ,  she  is  so  good  herself,  s^  thinks  everybody  is  good 

about  her.      I  did  not  forget  to  speak  about  a  plac^or  you.      I  spoke  to  Mrs. 

F ,  about  you,  the  vcrj-  first  day  I  was  here,  and  found  all  the  neighbors 

had  hired  for  the  winter,  but  there  will  be  places  in  the  spring,  and  Mrs.  F— — 

says  she  will  get  you  a  place  then.    O !  you  will  be  delighted  with  this  part  of 

ihe  country.     Give  n)j  lo\e  to  Miss  Wood,  and  tell  her  how  I  like  my  place, 
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and  every  time  I  dress  or  undress  I  think  of  her,  for  I  see  the  good  wann  skirt 
she  gave  me.  I  feel  very  thankful  to  Miss  Wood  for  being  so  kind  to  me. 
Give  my  love  to  our  good  friend  Mrs.  G— ,  and  tell  her  I  ain  much  obliged  to 
Iter  for  writing  to  me,  and  I  will  try  to  improve  the  good  advice  she  sent  me. 

Farewell — whatever  be  my  lot. 

While  feeling  bums  within  my  breast. 
Although  by  thee  perhaps  forgot, 

On  tnee  remembnmce  oft  will  rest 

Your  true  friend,  A.  B. 

North  Salem,  October  llth,  1846. 

Dear  Ladies  : — ^It  is  now  nearly  two  months  since  I  left  the  Home,  and  I 
would  have  written  before,  but  I  have  had  such  a  bad  time  with  a  complaint  in 
my  hea^i ;  I  would  have  had  to  give  up  and  come  to  New  York  to  the  Hospital, 
only  for  the  kind  people  with  whom  I  live.  If  my  health  remains  good,  my 
wages  is  six  shillings  a  week.  I  see  my  little  girl  often ;  she  staid  with  me  all 
night  last  night ;  she  is  as  happy  as  she  can  be,  and  grows  very  &st ;  she  knits 
and  sings,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  happiness  that  both  her 

and  I  experience  at  present.     I  hope  you  will  let  Mrs.  T know  that  I  feel 

that  I  never  can  be  grateful  enough  to  her ;  but  I  hope  when  she  comes  up  here 
next  summer,  she  will  learn  that  my  conduct  has  been  such  as  to  merit  the  ap- 
probation of  her  and  all  those  who  have  been  kind  to  interest  themselves  in  my 
welfare.     I  should  like  so  much  to  hear  how  all  the  ladies  are.     Give  my  love 

to  Mrs.  G— ,  and  the  Miss  S *s.    I  think  of  them  very  often,  and  consider 

the  time  I  became  known  to  them  the  most  happy  event  that  occured  to  me  in 
•ome  years ;  for  'twas  then  I  became  restored  to  my  senses,  and  knew  that  I 
could  be  something  else  besides  a  low  drunkard.  Remember  me  kindly  to  the 
inmates,  and  send  me  word  how  many  you  have  got  at  present.  God  blese 
you  all,  and  make  you  all  happy.  Mary  Ann  sends  her  love  to  Mrs.  T  ,  and 
thanks  her  for  the  gloves  she  sent  her.     Good-bye. 

Yours,  respectfully,  _ 

July  2Ath,  1846. 

Dear  Frie5d  : — I  arrived  home  on  Friday,  the  10th ;  they  were  all  glad  to 
see  me  at  home  once  more  with  them ;  when  I  told  them  of  your  kindness  to 
roe,  they  were  thankful  to  you  and  the  doctor  ;  they  said  they  should  like  to  see 
you,  and  all  of  my  kind  friends.  I  have  had  the  asthma  a  great  part  of  the  time 
since  I  have  been  home;  but  mother's  aid,  and  father's  smiles  were  always 
here  to  cheer  me.  Brother  will  send  you  the  money  you  lent  me,  in  the  next 
letter.  I  told  him  you  gave  me  ten  dollars,  and  that  I  borrowed  five  dollars 
from  you.  Brother  is  thankful  to  you  for  your  trouble  with  me ;  and  they  are 
all  thankful  to  Dr.  Hopper  for  his  kindness  to  me  when  I  was  sick.  I  return 
ray  thanks  to  you  and  Dr.  Hopper  and  Isaac  T.  Hopper,  and  all  the  ladies. 


Mt  dear  and  much  esteemed  Friend: 

You  will,  I  am  sure,  long  before  this  reaches  you,  have  considered  me  both 
neglectful,  and  charged  me  with  base  ingratitude.  But  I  feel  confident,  when 
I  inform  ray  dear  friend  how  I  have  been  situated,  and  what  has  transpired 
since  we  parted,  you  will  excuse  and  forgive  my  seeming  neglect.  With 
this  idea  1  will  proceed.  A*  *  [Then  follows  an  account  of  her  meeting  with 
her  mother — her  sickn^s  and  death.]  My  friends  seemed  to  think  it  was 
particularly  fortunate  that  I  was  at  home,  they  being  all  engaged  in  their 
several  pursuits.  For  my  part  I  could  see  the  finger  of  Providence  in  all. 
Wen,  the  sale  over,  I  was  a  considerable  time  before  I  got  settled  in  m^  ti«^ 
habitation.    As  it  will  be  some  time  before  Mr.  Cabe^a  father^ a  aK«m  'wK  \m 
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drawn  to  a  close,  and  my  home  being  delightfully  situated  about  a  mile  from 
Cabe's  mother's  residence,  a  little  in  the  country,  and  feeling  it  to  be  better  for 
me  to  spend  my  time  in  some  useful  employment^  I  opened  a  school,  and  ha^e 
so  far  succeded  as  to  obtain  fifteen  pupils-— young  ladies  from  ten  to  fifteen  yean 
of  age.  This  is  my  first  quarter,  and  I  anticipato  the  next  quarter  I  shall  double 
the  number.  Oh!  how  often  do  I  wish  my  dear  friend  coukl  see  me  in  mj 
much  improved  situation.  I  know,  to  use  her  own  words,  she  would  **  rejoice 
to  see  my  prosperity."  And  now,  by  the  way,  on  showing  my  mother  the 
Bible,  nnd  leading  her  tliu  note  inclosed  therein,  she  appeared  better  pleased 
tlian  if  you  had  presented  me  with  a  hundred  dollars,  and  desu-ed  me,  when 
I  wrote,  not  to  forget  to  thank  you  on  her  behalf,  and  your  family  for  the  kind- 
ness and  hospitality  shown  to  me  while  'm,  Ameiica.  For  my  own  part,  never 
while  life  lasts  will  be  erased  from  ray-  memory  the  many  kindnesses  I 
received  at  your  hands,  and  the  anxious  solicitude  and  sympathy  of  yourself  and 
the  ladies.  Say  to  your  fiither  that  I  have  got  his  profile  fi*amed  and  glazed^ 
and  fixed  up  in  my  best  pai'lor  opposite  to  mf.  dear  mother*s.  G»ratefully 
remember  me  to  your  brother,  the  doctor,  thaoV  him  fer  his  kindness  pro- 
fessionally while  at  the  Home.  I  trust  he  wiU  not  be  **  weary  in  ^ell-doing,'^ 
having  a  promise  that  *'  in  due  season  he  shall  reap  if  he  feint  not."  I  trust 
you  will  not  retaliate,  seeing  at  once  how  I  have  been  employed,  but  that  I  shall  '- 
speedily,  at  your  first  convenience,  receive  an  answer.  Meanwhile  believe  me 
when  I  subscribe  myself^ 

Yours,  obediently,  


B  came  to  the  Home  last  winter  as  abject  a  being  as  ever  presented  her- 
self for  admission  at  its  dooi*s.  She  had  left  Blackwell's  in  a  snow-storm^ 
miserably  clad,  and  had  wandered  through  the  streets  for  hours,  distracted  and 
half  frozen  in  search  of  one  of  the  Committee.  She  at  length  succeeded  in 
finding  one,  and  procured  a  permit.  Her  conduct  for  the  five  months  she 
remained  at  the  Home  was  exemplary. 

FouTteen  years  ago,  she  came  to  this  country  with  her  husband,  who,  in  a 
short  time  became  shockingly  intemperate  and  unable  to  sup|)ort  his  family. 
Enduring  for  years  all  the  suffering  that  may  be  imagined  from  hard  and  inces- 
sant labor,  ill  treatment,  and  the  loss  of  all  her  children,  she  became  disheart- 
ened, foil  into  the  same  loathsome  habit,  and  for  a  slight  fault,  while  intoxicated, 
wns  committed  to  Blackwell's.  Her  description  of  the  horror  she  experienced, 
when  she  first  found  herself  within  a  prison^s  walls  was  most  touching. 
Fortunately,  the  moral  disease  hud  not  paralyzed  her  whole  being;  energy 
enough  remained  to  ix>use  her  to  effort ;  and  how  well  the  good  resolutions  she 
then  made  have  been  kept,  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  letter : — 

SepUmher  SOdi,  1846. 

Di:ar  Mrs.  F :  ♦  ♦  •  ♦  I  should  have  written  before,  but  was  in  hopes 

to  have  sent  the  money  by  some  private  opportunity,  and  now  send  but  three 
dollai-s,  fearing  to  ti-ust  more  to  the  maib ;  but  when  I  go  to  New  York  on  the 
Isl^of  Dace  rubor,  you  may  be  jussured  I  will  not  rest  uutil  it  is  all  paid.     I  am 

ppifectly  contented  in  the  family  where  I  now  am.     Mrs.  R ,  (the  lady,) 

nnd  all  have  treated  me  with  kindness;  the  baby  is  a  sweet  child;  I  love  it 
dearly.  1  have  wiitten  to  Miss  Wood,  but  have  received  no  answer.  I 
sincerely  hope  thoy  are  all  well,  and  if  it  b  not  too  much  trouble,  will  let  me 
hear  from  them  soon.     I  thank  Grod  for  his  blessings. 

No  more  at  present  from  your  affecti||^te  fneod,  

She  subsequently  paid  the  remainder. 


A  death  occurred  at  the  Home  a  few  days  since,  so  full  of  melancholy  interesl 
and  deep  mooitioa,  that  it  cannot  be  past  by  silently. 
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At  an  early  age,  by  the  death  of  her  mother;  R-^—  was  left  to  the  sole 
care  of  ao  intemperate  and  tyrannical  father.  As  he  was  exceedingly  poor,  a 
service  place  was  procured  for  the  cliild  as  soon  as  she  was  able  to  work.  Her 
employers  were  kind,  and  became  much  attached  to  hor ;  but  her  fiither,  urging 
religious  scruples,  literally  tore  her  from  her  comfortable  house  and  her  only 
real  friends. 

Her  next  place  was  in  the  country.  She  was  then  16,  and  possessed — luck- 
less dower  u>r  a  poor  girl — beauty.  Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
what  is  the  moral  strength  of  sixteen  1  With  only  fitful  gleams  of  moral  or 
intellectual  light,  and  with  no  warning  voice  to  whisper  of  inevitable  con- 
sequences, is  it  strange  that  her  unwary  feet  were  caught  in  the  tempter's  toils. 
This  cruel  blighter  of  innocence  was  her  employer's  son.  The  deep  devotion 
with  which  he  had  inspired  her,  was  proved  by  her  afterward  folk>wing 
him — alone  and  unprotected — ^to  one  of  the  Eastern  States,  where  he  had  been 
sent  to  college.  Her  timidity  probably  prevented  her  from  inquiring  for  him, 
10  she  wandered  round  the  building  in  hopes  of  meeting  him,  until  weary  and 
discouraged  at  her  fruitless  search,  she  procured  a  service  pkice.  Some  circnm- 
itances  in  the  conduct  of  the  girl  induced  the  person  with  whom  she  engaged 
to  make  particular  inquiries  respecting  her  past  life.  With  the  confidingneaa 
oflier  age  she  disclosed  all.  The  young  genUeman  was  immediately  summoned 
and  confronted  with  his  victim.  What  could  he  do  to  repair  the  ruin  which 
his  heartlessness  had  made  ?  Nothing  but  give  her  money — money  to  pay  for 
a  life  of  misery  and  degradation ! — desire  her  to  go  to  New  York,  and  if  at  a 
future  time  she  should  need  pecuniary  assistance,  to  call  on  a  friend  of  his  who 
would  aid  her.  Her  labor  for  some  time  prevented  the  necessity  of  an  applica- 
tion, and  when  driven  by  extreme  destitution  to  solicit  the  proffered  aid,  the 
insults  she  received  made  her  keenly  feel  the  depth  of  degradation  to  which 
•he  had  fallen.  Then  followed  dark  years  of  intemperance  and  pollution,  till  at 
length  the  haunts  of  infamy  were  exchanged  for  a  prison's  walls. 

Why,  why  will  woman  feel  that,  having  once  fallen,  she  must  ever  after  lick 
the  dust  ?  Though  she  lose  her  way  in  a  dark  and  tangled  wilderness,  let  her 
not  cast  herself  despairingly  upon  the  thorns  and  brambles,  but,  .looking  upward 
for  Heaven's  light,  seek  once  more  to  gain  the  clear  and  open  path.  Surely 
one  fall,  one  wandering  cannot  extinguish  all  the  energies  of  the  soul,  crush  the 
deep  affections  of  the  heart,  and  so  paralyze  the  victim  that  unresistingly  she 
shall  suffer  circumstances  to  chain  her  forever  to  the  earth.  Spirits  of  an 
immortal  destiny,  children  of  ao  Almighty  Father,  how  can  ye  so  distrust  the 
power  He  has  given  you  to  resist  and  conquer  ? 

Strong  resolves,  true  courage,  loyalty  to  one's  self,  and  Heaven  will  subdue 
circumstances ;  and  though  many,  very  many,  glances  of  contempt  and  words  . 
of  reproach  may  wound  and  discourage,  many,  ay,  more  cheering  looks,  and 
helping  hands,  and  loving  hearts  will  encourage  and  sustain. 

During  the  last  winter  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  prison  became  interested  in 
R.,  and,  when  she  left  it,  procured  her  admission  at  the  Home. 

When  she  entered  it,  her  air  was  languid  and  she  had  a  bad  cough,  which 
soon  increased  and  indicated  the  presence  of  that  insidious,  invisible  enemy  of 
human  life,  consumption. 

The  poor  creature  was  not  quite  alone  in  this  bright,  glorious,  and  happy 
world — bright,  glorious  and  happy  to  those  whose  virtuous  resolutions  and  noble 
purposes  have  been  so  cherished  in  youth  by  holy  influences,  that  no  seeds  of 
remorse  are  sown  to  embitter  age.  She  had  a  blind  brother,  whose  regular 
tttendance  at  church  attracted  the  notice  of  a  benevolent  family.  They  invited 
him  to  their  house,  inquira^'nto  his  circumstances,  heard  of  his  sick  sister,  and 
immediately  visited  her.  Tmoir  own  doctor  was  kindly  sent  to  consult  with  the 
regular  physician,  and  a  clergyman  was  introduced,  who  continued  to  visit  her 
during  her  illness. 

To  prevent  having  her  sent  to  the  Hospital,  one  of  the  daughters  agreed  to 
pay  her  board  at  the  Home,  furnished  her  room,  and  supplied  me\v\X\Q  catd&rXa 
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SO  necessary  in  sickness.  It  was  touching  to  see  the  earliest  spring  violets  on 
the  little  table  beside  her  bed. 

She  was  confined  to  her  bed  but  a  few  months,  and  throughout  her  iOness 
was  exceedingly  patient  and  gentle ;  unwilling  to  giro  trouble,  and  grateful  for 
the  least  attention.  No  reproaches  ever  passed  her  lips,  but  a  deep  conyiction 
of  her  own  delinquencies  seemed  to  possess  her  mind. 

Her  generous  friend  had  given  her  a  prayer-book,  which,  as  long  as  she  had 
strength,  she  appeared  to  take  much  pleasure  in  reading.  Her  expressions 
indicated  a  mind  at  peace  with  all  the  workl,  full  of  trust  and  hope  in  the 
Unseen  and  Eternal. 

This  is  but  a  bare  relation  of  fiicts.  No  picture  has  been  attempted  of  the 
invisible  worid  of  thought  and  feeling,  of  that  inward  struggle  which  eye  hath 
not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  and  which  hath  not  entered  into  any  mind  to  conceive, 
but  those  which  have  passed  throu^  the  same  strife,  covered  with  defeat  and 
dissrace. 

And  where  is  the  author  of  this  moral  devastation? — ^Rich  in  academical 
honors,  has  he  taken  his  place  at  the  bar,  or  in  the  pulpit !  Youthful  indis- 
eretion  woukl  be  no  obstruction  to  future  respectability  and  eminence.  The 
act  which  threw  a  passing  shadow  over  his  fame,  darkened  her  whole  existence. 
Such  is  man^s  justice !     Thank  Heaven,  not  God's .' 
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LIST  OF  DONORS— FEMALE  DEPARTMENT. 


DONATIONS   IN   CASH. 


Female  AuociatioD 

$200  00 

Mr.  Balistier 

$3  00 

Becitation  Party 

70  00 

Mr.  Lemuel  Wells 

3  00 

Charade  Party 

42  50 

Mr.  Lawrence 

3  87 

Bradbary't  Concert 

38  75 

A  friend    ' 

3  50 

Naylor  &  Co. 

25  00 

Mr.  Bobertson 

2  00 

MiB.  Banyer 

20  00 

A  friend 

2  00 

Proceeds  of  a  Lecture  W  Bfr.GOes  14  00 

A  friend 

2  00 

A  frigid,  (proceeda  of  a 

book  of  j2  Q^ 

Mrs.  W.  N.  Seymoor 

2  00 

Mrs.  Bradish 

2  00 

Afiriend 

11  00 

A  friend 

2  00 

Miaa  Jay 

•    10  00 

Mrs.  Wallace 

2  00 

Wella  &  Spring       ' 

10  00 

Mrs.  Martin 

2  00 

4firiendB 

9  00 

A  lady 

Mrs.  S.  Kirkland 

2  00 

Bfra.  Pannley 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Cionld 

5  00 

2  00 

5  00 

A  friend 

2  00 

Miss  Margaret  G.  Corlies 

5  00  A  friend 

2  00 

Blr#Benjainin  Strong 

5  00 

A  friend 

2  00 

Mr.  John  P.  Stagg 

5  00 

Cash 

2  00 

Mr.  Tweedy  g 
Mr.  Alex.  T.  Stewart 

5  00 

Cash 

2  00 

5  00 

Cash 

2  00 

A  former  inmate 

5  00 

Cash 

2  00 

Mr.  Edward  Cook 

5  00 

Cash 

2  00 

Mr.  L  F.  MitcheU 

5  00 

Cash 

2  00 

Dr.  Parmley 

5  00 

Cash 

2  00 

Mr.  CloTeland 

5  00 

Mrs.  Boberts 

1  00 

Mr.  Hflton 

5  00 

Mrs.  Boselle 

1  00 

Mrs.  MaiT  Trimble 
Mrs.  D.  Dudley  Field 

5  00 

Mrs.  Hatch 

1  00 

5  00 

A  friend 

1  00 

Mr.  Edmund  L.  Benzon 

4  84 

A  friend 

1  00 

Mrs.  Henry  Sedgwick 
2  firiends 

4  00 

4  00 

$611  46 

Mrs.  Eliha  Townaend 

3  00 

DONATIONS   IN   DRY   GOODS,   GROCERIES,  ETC. 

Lot  of  hardware  from  I.  Van  Antwerp ;  one  dozen  pair  of  shoes  from  D.  &  A.  Wet- 
sen  ;  one  piece  of  sheeting,  and  one  piece  of  calico  from  Parsons,  Lawrence,  Sc  Co. ; 
two  pieces  of  calico  from  Loomis  &  Lathrop;  shawls  frtmi  Shelden  &  Co. ;  twenty-two 
bowls  from  Willet's ;  one  barrel  of  crockery,  and  one  bale  of  wadding  from  Wells  & 
Sprioff ;  4Dattage  of  the  above  articles  given  by  Mr.  Doueherty ;  two  pieces  of  Canton 
flannel  from  a  friend ;  five  pounds  of  tea  from  Joseph  N.  Ireland ;  eleven  bonnets  frt>m 
friends;  one  piece  of  sheetins  from  Charles  King;  one  sheet,  one  pillow-case,  one  towel 
from  a  friend;  four  pounds  of  tea  from  T.  S.  Hope ;  Indian  meal,  and  dried  apples  frt>m 
a  friend ;  one  bag  of  vegetables,  and  one  bag  of  meal  frt)m  the  country ;  two  account 
books,  and  sundry  articles  of  stationery  from  Boe  Lock  wood;  one  barrel  of  crockery 
from  Mr.  Hustace;  one  scuttle,  tinware,  occouut  book,  two  bonnets  frx>m  a  friend; 
dothiug,  valued  at  fifteen  dollars,  from  Mrs.  Fearing ;  one  piece  of  calico  firom  Lock- 
wood  &  Co.;  one  piece  of  muslin  from  Jones  &  Snord;  one  dozen  knives  and  forks, 
and  carver,  and  five  pair  of  scissors  from  K.  Marshall;  one  piece  of  calico,  and  clothing 
from  Miss  Corlies ;  one  box  of  crockery  from  J.  Baker  &  Co. ;  one  box  toilet  sets  from 
H.  P.  C.  Corlies;  one  case,  containing  a  variety  of  articles,  from  Bobert  Haydock;  one 
dozen  pitchers  and  basons  from  H.  W.  Haydock  &  Co. ;  one  hall  stove  £rom  Greorge 
Piatt ;  two  pieces  of  calico  from  James  Chambers ;  one  piece  of  sheeting  firom  Wells  Sl 
Spring ;  two  dozen  tooth-brushes  from  John  Loines ;  one  dozen  eacn,  brushes  and 
combs,  from  Joseph  West ;  brushes  and  combs  from  a  friend ;  several  valuable  dona- 
tions of  hardware,  dry  goods,  etc.,  through  Edmund  L.  Benzon ;  one  ham  firom  John 
Ketcham,  Jericho.  L.  I. 

Not  among  the  least  valuable  donations  were  vegetables  through  the  sanmier  firom 
the  garden  of  Jamea  S.  Gibbons,  and  the  Tribune  from  Horace  Greely. 
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LIST  OF  DONORS— MALE  DEPARTMENT. 


Honorary  Life  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  by  payment  of  One  Hundred 

Dollars  and  upwards. 


Boormao,  James 
Brown,  James 


Crosby,  William  B. 
Mintum,  Robert  B. 


Parker,  Charles 

Perkins,  Rev.  G.  W.  Conn. 


Life  Members  of  the  Association,  by  the  payment  of  Twenty-five  Dollars  and  upwards. 


Alsop,  J.  W. 
Aspinwall,  William  H. 
Astor,  William  B. 
Austen,  David 
Barron,  Thomas 
Benzon,  Edmmid  L. 
Blanco,  R. 
Bridge,  Lewis  K. 
Bruce,  George 
Butler,  Benjamin  F. 
'Channcey,  Henry 
Curtiss,  Cyrus 
Daly,  Charles  P. 
Douglass,  William 
Duer,  John 
Edmonds,  John  W. 
Field,  B.  H. 
Field,  H.  W. 
Foster,  jr.  James 
Green,  John  C 


Grosvenor,  Jasper 
Hedces,  Timothy 
Hemck,  J.  E. 
Howland,  G.  G. 
Howland,  S.  S. 
Howland,  W.  Edgar 
Hunt,  Thomas 
Johuston,  John 
Jones,  James  J. 
Langdon,  Mrs. 
Leupp,  Charles  M. 
Lord,  Rufus  L. 
Lorillard,  jr.,  Peter 
McBride,  James 
McCoun,  William  T. 
Morgan,  M. 
Murray,  Lindley 
Newell,  William 
Norrie,  A. 
Olyphant,  D.  W.  C. 


Parmly,  E. 
Ray,  Robert 
Rhinelander,  Wm.  C. 
Roosevelt,  C.  V.  S. 
Russell,  Israel 
Schermerhom,  Peter 
Selden,  Dudley 
Sherman,  Austen 
Sturgcs,  Jonathan 
Talbot,  Charles  N. 
Van  Nest,  Abraham 
Welmore,  Prosper  M. 
Whitney,  Stephen 
Wilmerding,  Wm.  E. 
Woolsey,  E.  J. 
Andrews,  Rev.  Mr.  Troy, 
Beman,  Rev.  Dr.  Troy, 
Burrell  H.  Salisbury,  Her- 
kimer county. 
Packer,  W.  8.  Brooklyn,  L.I. 


Subscriptions  and  Donations  from  December  7,  1845.  to  Dccer-her  22,  1846. 


Adams  &  Co.  $5 

Adee,  G.  T.  10 

Agnew,  William  5 

A.  H.  W.  10 

Allen,  H.  5 

Alsop,  J.  W.  30 

Angell,  Job.  5 

Astor,  Wm.  B  30 

Austen,  David  25 

Baker,  A.  S.  2 

Banyer,  Mrs.  20 

Barron,  Thomas  25 

Bartlett,  Edwin  20 

Bard,  Wdliam  2 

Beales,  Dr.  5 

Bebee  &  Brother  5 

Beers,  J.  D.  5 

Belknap,  A.  B.  3 
Blanco,  R.  for  workhouse  25 

Bliss,  Mr.  10 

Boker,  Herman  3 
Bowne  &  Co.  Samuel        5 

Brady,  James  T.  20 

Brevoort,  H.  20 

Breithawpt,P.  A.  5 

Bridge,  Lewis  K.  50 

Brown,  James  50 

^  Brown,  Silas  5 

Brown,  David  5 

Brovme,  Geo.  W  5 


Bronson,  Mrs.  Arthur 

Bruce,  George 

Buck,  Wm.  J. 

Buckley,  Thomas 

Buckingham,  O. 

BuU,  William  G. 

Bussing,  E.  &  J. 

Butler,  Charles 

Butler,  B.  F. 

Cammann,  O.  J. 

Carter,  Joseph 

Cary,  8.  T. 

Cary,  Wm.  F. 

C.  &  S.  (Astor  House) 

Cash,  H. 

Cash, 

Cash,  B.  C. 

Cash,  H. 

Cash, 

Cash,  J.  G. 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 


$5  I  Cash, 


25 

5 
10 

1 
15 

5 

5 
25 

5 

2 

5 

5 
10 

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 
25 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

5l| 

5 

5 

5 

5 


Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash. 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash,  J.  C. 

Cash,  Mrs.  L. 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash,  C.  N. 

Cash,  S.  C. 

Cash, 


$6 

20 

15 

10 

5 

5 

5 

5 

6 

5 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

10 

5 

25 

5 

3 

10 

10 

10 
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Cash, 

$10 

Cash, 

3 

Cash. 

10 

Cash, 

5 

Cash, 

5 

Cash, 

1 

Cash, 

5 

Cbaance^,  Henry 

25 

Chichester,  Abner 

5 

Cobb,  James  N. 

5 

Collia,  Jamea 

20 

Cook,  jr.  Zebedee 

2 

Croaby,  J.  P. 

5 

Curtis,  G. 

5 

Cortiss,  Cyras 

25 

Daly.  C.  P. 

13 

Davenport,  Quincy,  &Co.  25 

Day,  Mahlon  5 

Demilt,  Miss  20 

Delmonico,  L  5 

Dennistoan  &  Co.,  25 

Denniston,  jr.  C.  5 

Domxnick,  James  W.  5 

Doaglass,  William  50 

Draper,  8.  5 

Duer,  John  25 

Easton,  N.  W.  5 

Edwards,  Alfred  5 

Ellis,  Benjamin  2 

Ely,  Charles  5 

Engs,  P.  W.  5 

Field,  H.  W.  25 

Field,  B.  H.  25 

Folger,  B.  H.  10 

Foster,  jr.  James  25 

Fox,  A.  N.  5 

Fox  8l  Livingston,  30 
Frelinghaysen,  Theodore  5 

Gibbons,  James  8.  2 

Gihon,  John  20 

Gignoax,  Mr.  5k 

Graff,  J.  A.  3 

Grant  &,  Barton,  5 

Gordon  &.  Talbot  10 

Goorlie,  J.  H.  5 

Hasgerty,  O.  5 

HaU,  Francis  10 

Hale  &  Hallock,  10 

Halaey  Sl  Co.  Wm.  5 

Hallet,  Wm.  P.  3 

Hammeraley,  J.  W.  5 

Hanson,  8amael  G.  20 

Harrison,  E.  2 

Haslock  &  Co.  5 
Harmony  ,NephewB  &  Co.25 

Hastings,  George  5 

Harvey,  J.  5 

Hart,  J.  3 

Hedses,  Timothy  25 

Hendricks,  Mrs.  20 

Hendricks,  Misses  15 

Heixier,  N.  D.  3 

Herrick,  J.  E.  25 

Hicks,  John  M.  5 


Hilger  &.  Co. 

$4 

Hitchcock.  C. 

5 

Hoadley,  Phelp,  &  Co. 

10 

Hoffman,  L.  M. 

5 

Hone,  PhiUp 

20 

Hopper,  Isaac  T. 

2 

Hopper,  John 

9 

How,  C.  W. 

5' 

How,  B.  W. 

5 

Howland  Sc  Aspinwall, 

100 

Hunt,  Freeman 

5 

Hunt,  Thomas 

25 

Irvin,  Richard 

10 

Jay,  John 

10 

Jay,  Miss 

20 

J.  H.  A. 

10 

Johnson,  H.  (U.S.  Hotel)  5 

Johnston,  John 

75 

Johnson,  0. 

1 

Jones,  James  J. 

25 

Kemeys,  Breese  &.  Samp- 

son 

25 

Kent,  James 

5 

Keyser,  J.  H. 

3 

King.  J.  G. 

10 

Knapp,  Shepherd 
Langley,  W.  C. 

5 

5 

Lathrop,  F.  S.  &  Co. 

5 

Lawrence,  J. 

3 

Leggett,  W.  H.(F.  Home)  10 

LeKy,  H. 

10 

LeRoy,  Mr. 

20 

LeRoy,  Jacob  N. 

10 

Lester  &  Co. 

5 

Lon^  &>  Davenport 
Lora,  Rufus  L. 

5 

25 

Lorillard,  jr.  Peter 
Manning,  R.  H. 
Marsh,  James 

50 

5 

20 

Mason,  J. 

5 

McBride,  James 

25 

McCrackan,  J.  L.  H. 

10 

McCurdy,  Aldrich  &Spe] 

Q- 

cer 

10 

Mead,  Mrs.  Gabriel 

10 

Middleton,  T.  D. 

5 

Mintom,  Robert  B. 

50 

Monroe,  James 

5 

Morgan,  M. 

25 

Morgan,  A.  W. 

5 

Morse,  N.  B. 

5 

Murray,  Lmdley 

25 

Naylor  &  Co 
Nelson,  Wm. 

50 

5 

Nevins,  R.  H. 

20 

Newbold  &  Craft 

3 

Newbold,  G«orge 

5 

Newell,  Wm. 

25 

Noble,  J. 

10 

Noel,  C.  N. 

5 

Norrie,  A. 

25 

Oakley,  D. 

5 

O'Conner,  M.  J 

5 

Ogden,  J.  D.  P. 

15 

Olyphant.  D.  W.  C         $25 

Outhout,  John  20 

Onthout,  Wm.  10 

Owen,  James  5 

Palmer,  J.  J.  20 
Parker,  Cha^by  friend)  100 

Parmly,  E.  10 

Parmly,  J.  5 

Parsons  Sl  Lawrence  5 

Pattison  &  Co.  G.  5 

Pell,  Alfred  3 

Phelps  &.  Dodge  25 

Pollen,  G.  15 

Ray,  Robert  25 

Reed,  Richard  2 

Richards  &.  Cronkhite  5 

Rider,  E.  T.  5 

Rhinelander,  W.  C.  25 

Robbms,  D.  C.  5 

Rogers,  C.  H.  5 

Ronald,  Mrs.  15 

Roosevelt,  C.  V.  8.  25 

Ruggles,  Samuel  B.  15 

Russell,  Wm.  C.  2 

Sabine,  G.  A.  M.D.  5 

Saltus,  F.  10 

Sampson  &  Co.  J.  25 

Schermerhora,  Peter  25 

Sands  &  Co.  A.  B.  10 

Schieffelin,  S.  A.  5 

Schieffelin,  S.  B.  5 

Schieffelin,  H.  M.  5 

Schieffelin,  J.  5 

Scott,  Wm.  B.  5 

Sedgwick,  T.  5 

Sekton,  Dudlejr  25 

Sherman,  Austin  25 

Smylie,  W.  C.  5 

Spencer,  M  5 

Spencer,  Wm.  A.  20 

Stagg  &  Co.  5 

Stanton  &  Frost  5 

Stevens,  J.  A.  5 

Stevens  B.  K.  5 

Suydam,  M.  &  L  20 

Swan,  C  5 

Swift,  E.  5 

Swift  Sc  Hurlbut  10 

Sturges,  Jonathan  25 

Stuart,  J.  &  J.  &  Co.  10 

Talbot,  C.  N.  25 

Tappan,  E.  A.  5 

Tetkampf,  J.  L.  2 

Telkampf,  Theodore  2 
Thayer,  T.  B.  Brooklyn    2 

Tredwell,  A.  5 

Tuttle,  C.  10 

Tweedy,  Edmund  20 

Tweedy,  O.  B.  5 

UnderhUl,  J.  S.  5 

Van  Nest,  Abm.  25 

Wainwright,  E.  10 

WaUh,  Dr.  2 
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Ward,  Samuel 
Warner,  E.  J. 
Webster  M. 
Weed,  Nathanidl 
Weeks,  A.  A. 
Wells  &  Spring 
Wells  &  Co. 
Wetmore,  A  R. 
Wetmore,  Proeper  M. 
Wetmore,  8. 
White,  E. 


Colt,  John 


$5 

5 

1 

10 

2 

30 

20 

10 

15 

4 

10 


While.  W.  A.  &  A.  M.  $10 

Whitney,  Stephen  50 

Whitney,  E.  2 

Widow's  mite  3 

Wight,  Sturges,&  Shaw  20 

Willetts,  Stephen  5 

Wilmerding,  W.  E.  25 

Winston,  J.  O.  3 

Winslow,  R.  H.  5 

Wolfe,  John  D.  20 

Wolfe,  Udolpho  5 1 


Woodruff,  E.  P.  5 

Woodward,  S.  5 

Woolf&  Gillespie  10 

Woolsey,  E.  J.  25 

Wurts,  John  10 

Young,  Mr.  10 

Flanders,  B.  Brooklyn  5 
Demarest,Q.  L.  Williams'g  2 
Ludlow,  W.  H.,  Ldip.,  L.  I.  2 
Close,  G.  C.  Port  Chester   2 


CoUeetioiu  in  Patterson,  N,  J. 
$5  I  Maginnis,  S.  $3  |  Plummer  &  Prince 

MiteeUaneotu. 


$5 


Meriden,  Connecticut,  by  friends,  to  constitute  Rev.  G.  W.  Perkins  an  honoraiy  lila 

member  of  the  Executive  Conmiittee,  $100. 
Troy,  New  York,  in  part  to  constitute  Rev.  Dr.  Beman  an  honorary  life  member  of  the 

Executive  Committee,  $62  94. 
Do.  do.  to  constitute  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews,  an  honorary  life  member  of  the  Ezecativa 

Committee.  $48 


QUE  STIONS 

To  wkiek  ike  attention  of  the  O^ers  of  Pruont  is  particularly  invited,  and  anawert  t» 

Khich  are  rrspectfuify  requested  in  their  Annual  Report. 


1 
•'• 

3 

4 

:s 

tl 
7 
9 
!l 
10 


11 
12 
13 

14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 


91 


94 

S5 
S6 

a7 


What  ie  tl»  avorncc  number  of  priioncn  t 

How  many  white  mnlcs  t 

How  many  coloured  males  t 

How  many  white  female*  t 

How  many  coloured  fcmalca  t 

How  many  committed  more  than  once  t 

For  what  periods  previously  committed  T 

How  many  blacks  recommitted  t 

How  many  whites  recommitted  T 

How  many  commitments  of  black  and  white 
males  and  females  during  the  year?— distin- 
guishing each. 

EMPLOTME.NT. 

What  number  of  prisoners  is  engaged  in  each 
particular  trade  or  employment  f 

what  are  the  gross  proceeds  of  each  par- 
ticular trade  or  employment? 

What  are  tiie  net  proceeds  ? 

EXPENDITURES. 

Wliat  is  the  entire  annual  expense  of  the  In- 
stitution? 

What  tbe  cost  of  ordinary  repairs  ? 

What  tbc  cost  of  extraordinary  repairs? 

Wlut  the  cost  of  new  erections  ? 

How  much  paid  for  rations  ? 

How  much  for  clothing? 

How  much  for  tobacco  ? 

How  much  for  salaries  ? 

How  much  for  tmard  ? 

How  much  for  building  materials  f 

How  much  for  materials  for  manufacturing- 
distinguishing  different  kinds  ? 

How  much  for  niedicines  ? 

How  much  for  blading? 

How  much  for  fuel  ? 


RECEIPTS. 
2B  What  are  tbc  entire  annual  receipts  ? 

PARDONS. 
S9  What  the  number  of  conricts  pardoned  during 
the  year? 

30  How  many  white  ? 

31  How  many  black  ? 

32  How  many  of  each  sex? 

33  What  the  term  for  which  each  prisoner  par- 

doned, was  committed,  tiie  crime,  length  of 
actual  confinement,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  was  pardoned? 
DEATHS. 

34  How  many  deaths  during  the  year  ? 

35  How  many  of  each  sex  ? 

36  How  many  of  each  colour  ? 

37  How  many  deaAs  of  each  disease? 
36  How  many  entered  diseased  ? 

39  What  were  the  diseases  with  which  they  en- 

tered? 

40  Did  the  same  disease  produce  their  death  ? 

41  What  was  the  term  for  which  each  convict 

dying  was  convicted,  and  the  length  ol  time  in 
prison? 

CELLS. 

42  What  is  tiie  average  temperature  of  ttxe  ceEs 

in  winter,  and  what  in  summer? 

43  What  are  the  dimensions  of  the  cells? 

44  Arc  they  well  lighted,  and  ventilated? 

45  How  are  they  lighted  ? 

46  How  arc  they  warmed  ? 

47  Are  tiiey  damp  or  dry? 

4d  It  erery  ceD  provided  with  a  Bible  and  slate? 

49  How  many  cells  in  Uie  prison,  and  what  the 

coit  of  construction  of  each  cell? 

50  U  there  more  than  one  occupant  ever  assigned 

to  a  cell? 
U  Are  night-tubs  used  in  the  ceOs,  or  what  other 

provision  is  made  for  satisfying  the  wanto  of 

nature? 
92  Are  the  ceQs  free  from  vermin  ? 

PUlflSHlfENTS. 

^yihstpBakhmeatsantatUetedt 


54  Is  the  "  Cat"  used,  and  if  so.  what  is  the  greatest 

number  of  lashes  over  inflicted  ? 

55  What  the  usual  number  inflicted? 

56  Is  the  douche  or  boltrbath  ever  used,  and  with 

what  results? 

57  What  other  punishments  are  inflicted? 

58  By  whom  are  punishments  directed? 

59  Has  each  keeper  a  discretionary  power  to  in- 

flict punishment;  and  if  no^  how  is  his  discre. 
tion  limited? 

60  What  has  been  the  usual  effect  of  nunishmr.pt 

on  those  who  have  been  subjected  to  it? 

61  How  many  stripes  inflicted  each  month  ? 

EDUCATION,  AND  CIVIL  CONDITIOW. 

62  How  many  could  only  read  on  entering? 

63  How  many  could  read  and  write  ? 

64  How  many  had  a  common  education? 

65  How  many  well  educated? 

66  Is  there  any  provision  for  daily  instruction  ? 

67  Is  there  a  choir  in  the  prison? 

68  Is  tiiere  a  library  for  the  prisoners? 

69  How  many  had  father  only  ? 

70  How  many  had  mothers  only? 

71  How  many  had  both  parents? 

73  How  many  religiously  educated? 

73  How  many  were  intemperate? 

74  How  many  were  temperate? 

75  How  many  were  mairied  ? 

76  How  many  were  single? 

77  How  many  with  families? 

78  How  many  Americans? 

79  How  many  foreigners? 

80  At  what  age  was  the  first  offence  committed  I 

81  At  what  age  committed  to  prison? 

DIET  AND  CLEANLINESS. 
83  What  is  the  daily  bill  of  fare  for  the  week? 

83  Are  any  variations  made  in  diet  corresponding 

with  me  seasons? 

84  Is  the  food  always  of  a  plain  but  wholesome 

quality? 

85  Do  prisoners  eat  bi  tiieir  ceUs  or  at  a  common 

table? 

86  How  many  times  arc  they  fed  in  tiie  dav? 

67  Is  the  prison     abundantly  supplied  with  good 
and  wholesome  water  ? 

88  Are  the  prisoners  allowed  conveniences  for 

washim;  momins  and  evening? 

89  How  often  is  the  bedding  changed? 

90  Arc  there  anv  conveniences  for  bathing? 

91  How  often  do  the  prisoners  shave,  and  have 

their  hair  cut? 

CLOTHING. 

93  How  often  changed  ? 

93  Is  it  sufficient  in  miantity? 

94  Is  it  any  way  peculiar  eimer  hi  fashion  or  color  9 

95  Is  a  Sunday  diress  provided  for  each  prisoner  ? 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

96  Is  there  any  clossiiication  of  the  prisoners,  and 

if  so,  how  classed  ? 

97  Who  are  permitted  to  visit  the  prisoners,  at 

what  hour,  and  under  what  regulations  ? 

98  How  much  money  is  i^ven  on  his  dischorge  ? 

99  Are  tickets  of  admission  sold  for  the  benefit 

of  the  prison} 

100  What  arc  the  opportunities  for  moral  and  rs* 
ligious  instruction? 

101  Is  there  a  Chaplain  to  the  prison 

103  Arc  the  prisoners  allowed  to  converse  in 
presence  of  the  keepers,  or  is  strict  silence 
enforced  ? 

103  What  the  average  lengtii  of  confinement? 

104  How  many  prisoners  laboring  under  insanity  ? 

105  How  many  prisoners  entered  insane? 

106  Are  the  prisoners  Allowed  to  write  and  receive 
letters  from  their  friends,  and  if  so,  under  what 
regulations? 

107  >Vliat  the  average  \etigl\x  oi  ifsuXwcv^tA^ 

108  >Vbatthe  conaei  for  r.omm\ts3isk^ti«Q>tL«BR«» 
of  wbkb  Uicy  wrc  coikv\s.\eA% 

\1 
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REPORT 


OF  TQK 


PRISON  DISCIPLINE  COMMITTEE 


FOR 


18  46 


NOTICE. 

It  ii  due  to  the  Committee  and  to  the  public  to  state  thus  explicitly  in  advance  the 
&ct,  that  the  following  report  was  prepared  at  intervals  between  other  pressing  and 
important  engagements ;  that  much  of  the  material  out  of  which  it  has  beeu  framed 
was  with  great  difficulty  and  labor  extracted  from  (in  some  instances)  exceedingly 
vague  and  unsatisfactory  statistics;  and,  although  our  constant  desire  and  endeavor 
baa  been  to  render  our  statements  as  accurate  as  the  nature  of  our  informatioii 
would  allow,  still  we  can  hardly  hope,  in  the  short  period  that  we  have  devoted  to 
this  subject,  among  so  many  6gures,  to  have  escaped  occasional  errors.  We  can 
only  ftay,  if  errors  have  crept  in,  that  they  are  purely  the  result  of  accident  Plow- 
ever,  on  this  point  we  feel  less  tenacious,  as  we  have  given  to  every  one,  in  our  synop- 
sis, an  opportunity  of  proving  our  statements.  The  Committee  regret  that  a  complete 
set  of  the  reports  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania,  from  1832  to  1847,  were 
not  received  in  season  to  be  published  in  their  place,  and  we  trust  that  the  volnminooa 
character  of  the  present  report  will  be  received  as  a  sufficient  apology  for  our  not 
inserting  them  as  an  appendix.  At  some  future  time  perhaps  the  omission  loay  be 
supplied. 

The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  all  the  reports  of  the  different  prisons  that 
have  been  received  by  the  Association : — 

Massachusetts,  1833  to  1846 ;  Pennsylvania,  Western  Penitentiary,  1838  to  1846 ; 
do.  Eastern  Penitentiary,  1845  and  1846;  Ohio,  1846;  Tennessee,  1846;  Maryland, 
1838  and  1839 ;  Rhode  Island,  1844  ;  Maine,  1843  to  1846  ;  Georgia,  1845  and  1846 ; 
Connecticut,  1844  to  1846 ;  New  Hampshire,  1845  and  1846 ;  Michigan,  1845  and 
1846  ;  New  Jersey,  1846  ;  Kentucky,  1845  and  1846  ;  Mississippi,  1841  to  1846  ;  Vef- 
mont,  1843  to  1846 ;  Virginia,  1845  and  1846 ;  Arkansas,  1846 ;  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 1846 ;  New  York,  1846. 

Persons  having  copies  of  reports  not  above  eniimerated,  will  cohfer  a  substantial 
favor  upon  the  Association,  and  perhaps  subserve  the  cause  of  humanity,  by  sending  a 
copy  of  each  to  the  office  of  the  Association.  Besides  the  reports  of  prisons  which  have 
been  received  at  our  office,  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  S.  6.  Howe  for  a  copy  of  his  able 
report  in  fiivor  of  the  separate  system.  To  W.  Parker  Foulke,  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
editors  of  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  for  a  copy  of  Oeorge  Sumner's  letter  to  the 
mayor  of  Boston,  in  relation  to  prisons  on  the  separate  system  in  France,  and  to  Thor- 
low  Weed,  Esq.,  of  Albany,  for  a  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  Albany  county  prison, 
recommending  prisons  on  the  separate  system  as  models  for  imitation,  we  respectfully 
tender  our  thanks. 

N.  B.  Those  prisons  disposed  to  adopt  the  form  of  tables  recommended  in  the  report 
of  the  Prison  Discipline  Committee,  can  be  supplied  with  books  on  the  same  terms  thit 
smaller  articles  can  be  pnrchaaed  elsewhere,  by  sending  their  orders  to  the  agent  of  the 
Association,  15  Centre  street 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRISON  DISCIPLINE. 


To  THE  ExEcunvB  Committee  of  the  Prison  Association  : 

The  Committee  on  Prison  Discipline  report  that,  at  the  approach  of  thefa* 
second  anniversary,  it  is  a  source  of  heartfelt  congratulation  that  they  find 
themselves  clothed  with  sach  legal  powers  as  have  enlarged  the  sphere  of  their 
operations,  and  will  give  force  and  efficiency  to  all  their  future  proceedings. 
Embarrassed  as  they  were  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  by  their  expectant 
state,  little  more  has  been  effected  during  the  remaining  portion  than  to  examine 
the  powers  with  which  they  have  been  intrusted,  and  so  to  organize  as  to 
enable  them  hereafter  to  carry  into  effect  the  beneyolent  intentions  of  the 
Legislature. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  act  incorporating  the  Association,  the 
committee  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  devise  and  report  a  plan  for  the  iuture 
action  of  the  committee,  which  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions,  viz. : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  visit  and  inspect,  in  conformity  with 
the  tables  and  questions  prepared  by  this  committee,  the  State  prisons  at  Sing  Sing, 
Aobam,  and  Clinton  county. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  visit  and  inspect,  in  conformity  with 
the  questions  and  tables  prepared  by  this  committee,  the  several  county  prisons  in  the 
First  and  Second  Senatorial  Districts. 

3.  Resolvedf  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Conunittee  to  visit  the 
penitentiary  on  Blackwell's  Island,  by  a  sub-committee,  every  month. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Detention  Committee  to  visit,  by  sub- 
oommittees,  the  city  prisons  and  houses  of  detention,  once  every  month. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  committees  so  visiting  and  inspecting  shall  report  the  results 
of  their  visits  and  inspections,  and  that  their  reports  be  placc^d  on  file,  and  a  digest  of 
them  be  prepared  for  the  annual  report. 

6.  Resolved,  That  all  necessary  expenses  incurred  by  the  committees  in  making 
these  examinations  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Executive  Committee:  Provided^  That 
the  two  first  named  on  each  subcommittee  shall  alone  be  entitled  to  their  expenses. 

7.  Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  extending  our  examinations  to  the  greatest 
possible  number  of  prisons,  any  member  of  this  committee  who  may  be  about  to  visit 
soy  town  in  this  State  in  which  a  prison  is  located,  be  requested  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the 
tables  and  questions  prepared  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Committee,  and  volunteer  an 
examination  of  said  prison. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  invest 
any  individual  member  of  this  committee  who  may  so  volunteer,  with  the  requisite 
anthority.     Adopted. 

and  in  the  presentation  of  the  form  of  tables  which  have  been  used  in  reporting 
our  examinations  of  county  and  State  prisons.*    The  examinations  of  but  com- 

*  See  the  Report  of  BtooUtd  Coantj  Prison  for  tbe  T*i)les  complete. 
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parathrely  few  of  our  prisoDs  satisfiEustorUy  proved  to  the  committee  that  no  oni- 
form  method  of  reporting  prison  statistics  has  ever  been  adopted ;  that  in  many 
coanty  prisons  no  record  at  all,  except  the  keeper^s  account  for  board,  or  per- 
chance the  filing  of  the  commitment,  has  been  preserved ;  and  that  the  whole 
matter  is  in  such  a  state  of  disorder  and  confusion  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary, 
if  any  variety  and  uniformity  of  facts  is  to  be  obtained,  that  tables  should  be 
prepared,  which  should  embrace  all  the  information  which  it  is  desirable  should 
become  a  matter  of  record. 

Prepared  as  the  committee  were  for  this  state  of  things  in  our  county  prisons, 
and  among,  in  many  instances,  self-educated  keepers,  they  were  totally  unpre- 
pared for  the  more  astonishing  fiict  that  the  medical  attendants  of  our  larger 
prisons,  some  of  whom  have  three  or  four  hundred  different  individuals  under 
their  charge  during  the  year,  should  content  themselves  with  the  simple  record 
of  the  name  of  the  patient  and  the  medicine  ordered,  thus  throwing  away  the 
Surest  opportunity  that  could  offer  of  solving  the  great  question  of  the  influence 
of  prison  life  upon  disease,  thus  addin  to  the  stock  of  human  knowledge,  and 
perhaps  directing  attention  to  those  changes  in  diet,  clothing,  and  accommoda- 
tiona,  which  may  interest  their  health  and  chances  of  life. 

To  remedy  these  two  evils,  the  committee  prepared  the  foUowing  tables, 
a  copy  of  which  they  have  sent  to  every  county  in  the  State  with  a  request 
diat  they  might  be  adopted ;  and  they  would  here  suggest  to  the  keepers  of 
prisons  and  those  having  the  authority  in  other  States,  whether  it  would  not  be 
advisable,  for  the  purposes  of  comparison,  that  they  should  be  generally  intro- 
duced. These  tables  have  been  prepared  with  much  care,  and  though  they 
may  not  be  the  best  that  can  be  devised,  it  b  believed  that  their  uniform  adop- 
tion throughout  the  United  States  would  render  them  superior  to  anything  that 
has  yet  been  presented,  and  would  afford  a  mass  of  comparative  statistics  on 
the  subject  of  penology  of  incalculable  value.  To  insure  the  general  adoption 
of  this  or  some  similar  method  of  recording,  we  would  suggest  whether  the 
keepers  of  our  prisons  should  not  be  required  by  legislative  enactment  to  keep 
such  a  record,  and  we  would  respectfidly  invite  the  Legislatures  of  other 
States  to  adopt  a  similar  plan.  The  further  operations  of  the  conmiittee  hare 
been  principally  confined  to  the  collection  of  the  reports  of  prisons  throughout 
our  country,  to  the  formation  of  a  library,  and  prison  inspections.  At  an  early 
fltage  in  our  progress,  it  seemed  to  us  highly  important  that,  if  possible,  we 
ahould  collect  the  several  reports  of  each  of  our  prisons,  so  that  we  might  on 
all  occasions  have  reliable  data  to  which  we  might  refer ;  and  this  necessity  is 
rendered  more  apparent  by  a  recent  attack,  from  a  distinguished  quarter,  upon 
the  reports  of  a  sister  society.  All  our  endeavors,  however,  have  as  yet  been 
but  partially  successful,  and  we  subjoin  a  list  of  all  the  reports  we  hare 
received,  so  that  individuals  having  reports  of  any  of  our  institutions,  not  included 
in  the  annexed  catalogue,  may,  if  they  feel  disposed  to  fortiier  the  objectB  of 
lh»  aasociationy  forward  a  copy  to  the  office  of  our  agent 
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COMMITTEE    ON   PRISON    DISCIPUNB.  / 

The  by-laws  of  the  Executive  Committee  impose  upon  the  department  of 
PrisoQ  DiscipUoe  a  wide  and  extended  field  of  action,  comprising  Health,  Refor- 
mation, Financial  System,  Administration  and  Supervision,  Comparison  of 
Prison  Systems,  and  Reforms  and  Visitation. 

Health. 

First  in  the  order  is  health,  in  examining  which  we  must  have  regard  to  the 
different  agents  which  exert  an  influence  upon  it,  such  as  diet,  dress,  cleanlinesSt 
heat,  ventilation,  exercise,  employments,  and  medical  treatment. 

Upon  the  general  subject,  we  shall  merely  state  that  a  patient  examination 
of  this  matter  tends  to  confirm  the  opinion  already  hypothetically  expressed, 
that  notwithstanding  the  moral  effects  of  imprisonment,  "  regular  habits,  sim- 
ple diet,  comfortable  clothing,  proper  alternation  of  rest  and  labor,  and  freedom 
from  great  mental  excitements,  have  the  effect,  at  least  upon  the  wayward 
subjects  of  prison  discipline,  rather  to  increase  than  diminish  their  chances  of 
life.**  We  know  that  this  opinion  is  contrary  to  the  experience  of  Europe, 
and  apparently  disproved  in  many  instances  by  the  statistics  of  our  own  prisons ; 
nevertheless,  the  causes  for  this  discrepancy  are  in  most  cases  so  apparent,  and 
so  evidently  the  results  of  maladministration  of  discipline  and  the  laws  of 
health,  that,  in  the  foce  of  such  facts,  we  are  constrained  again  to  call  attention 
to  this  subject,  and  to  invite  for  it  the  serious  consideration  of  those  interested 
in  the  improvement  of  prison  discipline.  Its  solution  is  a  matter  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  as,  should  it  be  satisfiictorily  established, 
it  would  necessarily  lead  to  important  meliorations  of  the  management  and  con- 
struction of  our  prisons.  Our  object  is  not  to  advance  theories,  but  to  establish 
truths ;  and  having  again  brought  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  we  shall  dismiss  it  with  the  remark  that  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Massachusetts  penitentiary,  in  their  last  report,  even  go  so  for  as  to  say  that, 
irrespective  of  all  circumstances,  the  chances  of  life  in  their  prison  are  greater 
than  they  are  among  the  surrounding  population. 

Diet. 

When  we  reflect  how  important  an  influence  diet  has  upon  the  happiness  as  * 
wdl  as  health  of  man,  that  with  many  it  seems  to  be  almost  the  aim  and  end 
of  existence,  it  is  not  surprising  we  should  find  it  one  of  the  most  frequent 
causes  of  complaint  among  prisoners.  Arrested  by  the  stem  messenger  of  law 
in  a  career  of  indulgence  to  which  they  were  prompted  perhaps  by  the  seduc- 
tive pleasures  of  the  table,  shut  out  from  the  excitements  of  the  world,  the 
whole  aim  of  their  being  seems  to  be  concentrated  upon  the  one  point  of  eating 
and  drinking.  The  gratification  of  this  appetite,  however,  forms  no  part  of  pun- 
ishment ;  and  thus  is  it  that,  while  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  provide  good 
and  wholesome  food,  there  is  no  design  to  cater  for  indulgence.  No  doubt  that 
generally  these  complaints  originate  in  the  unreasonable  expectations  and 
desires  of  the  prisoners,  sometimes  perhaps  through  fear  of  making  our  prisons 
too  comfortable,  but  not  unfrequendy,  we  believe,  in  the  neg^t  of  oflScers,  or 
in  the  cupidity  of  contractors.  Recent  investigations  have  shown  that  while 
the  State  pays  for  prime  articles,  unwholesome  and  innutritious  food  is  some- 
times provided,  and  that  officers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  correct  abases  of  tfaif 
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kind,  are  eitiier  negKgent  of  thahr  dnty,  or  secretly  connbe  at  its  cdntina 
ance.  Besides  the  physical  suifering  thus  induced,  there  is  a  moral  wrong 
inflicted  little  in  unison  with  the  object  of  panishment.  What  must  be  the 
effect  on  the  convict,  if  by  apathy,  indifference,  or  design,  a  fraud  is  suffered  to 
be  perpetrated  upon  him  of  the  same  character  as  the  crime  for  which  he  is 
punished.  What  is  its  teaching  ?  But,  a^e  from  example,  the  State  suffers ; 
for  men  who  are  deprived  of  a  wholesome  and  nutritious  diet  are  unable  to  per- 
ibrm  their  accustomed  labor,  and  thus  the  income  of  the  prison  is  diminished. 

The  opposite  extreme,  however,  though  not  so  much  to  be  apprehended,  is 
equally  to  be  guarded  against.  It  is  natural  that  men  shut  out  from  the  ordi- 
nary excitements  and  pleasures  of  the  world  should  feel  an  uncontroUable  desire 
to  gratify  the  only  remaining  source  of  enjoyment,  and  hence  it  is  that  when- 
ever an  opportunity  presents  itself,  they  are  inclined  to  injure  themselves  by  too 
free  an  indulgence.  In  some  instances  this  has  been  carried  so  far  as  to  amount 
to  absolute  gluttony ;  and  the  physician  of  the  New  Hampshire  prison,  as  may  be 
seen  from  his  letter  inserted  in  another  part  of  this  report,*  attributes  an  unpre- 
cedented state  of  disease  and  numerous  deaths  in  that  prison  to  this  cause  alone. 
However  this  may  be,  we  have  no  question  but  many  a  prisoner's  health  is 
broken  up  and  destroyed  by  excessive  indulgences  of  this  kind.  Although  it 
would  be  wrong  to  measure  the  capacity  of  all  men's  stomachs  by  the  same 
standard,  still  the  extremes  of  repletion  and  inanition  are  equally  to  be  avoided. 
In  some  of  the  prisons  in  this  State  we  are  persuaded,  from  an  attentive  exam- 
ination, that  too  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  alternations  of  diet  and  to  a  proper 
supply  of  vegetables.  To  this  cause  we  are  mainly  to  attribute  the  prevalence 
of  scurvy,  which  attacked  a  large  number  of  individuals  in  Sing  Sing  prison 
during  the  past  summer,  occasioning  no  inconsiderable  pecuniary  loss. 

If,  then,  such  are  the  results  of  an  improper,  insufficient,  or  badly-regulated 
diet,  does  not  the  public  interest,  as  well  as  the  prisoner's  welfare,  urge  imme- 
diate introduction  of  some  plan  calculated  to  obviate  these  defects  ?  And  what 
plan  more  likely  to  be  successful  than  the  appointment  of  a  resident  physician, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  inquire  into  and  regulate  this  matter  ?  But  there 
are  other  weighty  considerations  which  should  press  this  matter  on  the  atten- 
tion of  those  in  authority,  and  we  therefore  join  with  the  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion of  Mount  Pleasant  prison  in  recommending  its  speedy  adoption.  Any 
increase  of  expenditure  which  might  be  incurred,  we  are  persuaded,  would  be 
more  than  compensated  by  the  increase  of  profits  accruing  from,  what  would 
undoubtedly  follow,  an  increase  of  health  and  comfort. 

Dress. 

Many  of  the  employments  in  our  prisons  are  of  that  laborious  character  that 
teems  to  require  some  discrimination,  at  least,  in  regard  to  the  quantity  of 
clothing  provided,  and  we  believe  individual  cases  of  great  hardship  and  suffer- 
ing are  occasioned  by  a  deficient  supply.  The  quantity  of  clothing,  like  the 
supply  of  food,  must  be  adapted  to  individual  wants,  and  it  would  be  equally 
eruel  and  unjust  to  regulate  either  by  a  fixed  rule.  Too  little  attention,  we  are 
persuaded,  is  given  to  this  subject:  thus  it  often  happens  that  prisoners  exhausted 
by  a  hard  day's  work,  leave  their  over-heated  workshops  bathed  in  perspirationi 

*  See  tmder  article  Cumpariaon  of  Prison  tyttemt,  the  head  Now  Hampahirc,  1846. 
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and  are  exposed  without  sufficient  addition  to  their  cbtfahig,  first  in  the  slow 
iod  measured  tread  of  the  lock-step  to  various  manoeuvres  in  liie  3rBitl, 
bleak  and  stormy  though  it  be,  and  are  afVerwai*ds  immured,  without  an 
opportunity  to  dry  themselves,  in  cold  and  damp  cells.  Neither  the  safety  of 
the  convict  nor  the  demands  of  justice  require  this ;  and  though  we  would  dep- 
recate that  excess  of  sensibility  which*  in  its  efforts  to  elevate  the  condition  of 
the  felon,  forgets  the  objects  of  his  incarceration,  still  we  believe  that  sound 
policy,  the  dictates  of  humanity  as  well  as  common  justice,  require  that  health, 
and  perhaps  existence  itself,  should  not  heedlessly  be  the  sacrifice  of  punishment. 

Cleanliness. 

The  bath,  although  not  so  absolutely  indispensable  in  winter  as  in  sum- 
mer, is  at  all  times  refreshing,  healthful,  and  invigorating,  and  many  of  the 
employments  in  our  prisons  are  of  such  a  nature  that  its  frequent  use.  is  de- 
manded, both  to  insure  self-respect  and  promote  health ;  for  who  so  lost  as  not 
to  feel  still  more  degraded  by  personal  uncleanliness,  and  what  element  can  we 
employ  more  reformatory  in  its  operation  than  the  exaction  of  habits  of  personal 
neatness  ?  To  encourage  such  habits,  our  prisons  should  be  provided  with  both 
warm  and  cold  baths,  and  the  prisoners  required  to  use  them  once  or  twice  a 
week.  With  the  exception  of  Auburn,  not  a  prison  in  the  State  is  provided 
with  an  apparatus  of  this  kind ;  and  it  is  a  lasting  disgrace  to  the  city  of  New 
York  that  neither  nt  the  penitentiary  on  BlackwelPs  Island  nor  at  the  City 
Prison,  where  the  facilities  are  great,  and  the  necessity  for  its  adoption  more 
apparent  than  elsewhere,  it  is  entirely  neglected.* 

The  use  of  tobacco,  which  but  recently  has  become  common,  is  as  little  con- 
ducive to  health  as  it  is  to  cleanliness;  and  the  filthy  appearance  of  many  of 
the  ceils  in  all  our  prisons,  admonish  us  that  if  its  use  is  permitted,  it  should  be 
so  only  under  the  most  stringent  regulations. 

Warming  and  Ventilation. 

This  matter  was  treated  of  so  fully  in  our  Inst  annual  repoit,  that  we  shall 
only  refer  to  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  all  that  was  then  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject, a  prison  has  since  been  completed  at  Albany  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
ventilators,  having  an  aggregate  capacity  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  inches, 
empty  themselves  into  the  open  air  through  a  chimney  of  a  capacity  of  only  four 
hundred  inches.  This,  to  be  sure,  may  be  considered  an  improvement  in  prisoa 
architecture,  as  in  most  other  prisons  there  is  no  ventilation  at  all. 

Exercise. 

The  only  exercise  allowed  prisoners,  besides  their  daily  avocations,  is  the 
brief  journey  from  the  cells  to  the  workshops  and  back  again.  This,  with  those 
more  actively  employed,  such  as  the  coopers  and  weavers,  may  be  ample ;  but 
with  the  tailors,  filemakers,  shoemakers,  and  those  pursuing  other  sedentary 
employments,  opportunities  for  more  general  exercise  seem  necessaiy.  In  many, 
we  might  say  most  county  prisons,  no  provision  at  all  is  made  for  exercise ;  and 
in  some  cases,  prisoners  are  for  months  together  confined  to  their  cells,  without 

*  B«thing-tab«  haye,  we  learn,  been  provided  by  the  CommiBsioner  of  the  Almshoiue,  bat  a  toffl- 
cient  appropriation  baa  not  been  made  to  procure  the  requisite  apparatoi  and  fit  for  them.  \iia. 
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9BY  Oilier  Opportunity  for  exercise  or  air  than  rach  as  can  be  obtained  by  walk- 
ing np  and  down  its  narrow  limits.  Until  some  better  plan  can  be  8uggested« 
would  it  not  be  well  that  exercising  yards,  similar  to  those  introduced  at  the  old 
Bridewell  in  London,  and  other  European  prisons,  be  provided  ? 

Emplotmerts. 

So  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  effects  of  different  employments  upon 
the  health  of  the  conyict,  that  we  can  do  little  more  at  present  than  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  and  ask  for  it,  from  the  medical  officers  of  our  prisons,-  that 
serious  attention  which  its  interest  and  importance  demands.  Minute  statistics, 
embracing  the  nature  of  the  occupation  both  in  and  before  entering  prison ;  die 
time  the  convict  has  been  occupied  at  his  last  business ;  the  disease ;  the  num- 
ber of  days*  confinement,  etc.,  etc.,  should  all  be  made  a  matter  of  record,  if  we 
desire  to  understand  the  influence  of  occupation  upon  the  health  of  the  prisoner. 
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The  experience  of  another  year,  and  the  accamolated  testimony  of  all  our 
prisons,  tends  to  confirm  ns  in  the  opinion  heretofore  expressed,  that  insanity, 
even  in  prisons  on  the  Associate  or  Auburn  plan,  is  of  much  more  frequent 
occurrence  than  is  shown  by  their  reports.  Another  instance  of  an  insane  man 
having  been  so  severely  whipped  that  it  probably  caused  his  death  in  a  few 
dajTs,  has  occurred ;  and  the  convict  Stanton,  of  whom  mention  was  made  in  the 
supplement  to  our  last  report,  has,  after  nearly  a  year  more  of  trial,  been  found 
too  insane  even  to  be  whipped  into  propriety,  and  has  accordingly  been  sent  to 
die  Asylum. 

The  examination  of  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  a 
number  of  cases  of  mental  hallucination,  produced  in  most  instances  by  mastur- 
bation. In  fact,  we  saw  but  three  or  four  cases,  in  either  or  both  of  these  prisons, 
that  originated  in  any  other  cause.  As  coffee  is  said  particularly  to  stimulate 
the  organs  of  generation,  may  not  the  use  of  it  produce  this  habit,  especially 
in  sedentaiy  subjects  ?     We  call  the  attention  of  those  in  authority  to  this  fact. 

We  think  the  cause  of  humanity  would  be  promoted,  the  discipline  of  our 
prisons  improved,  and  all  cause  for  complaint  on  account  of  hnrsh  treatment  on 
the  part  of  keepers  avoided,  if  a  commission  of  lunacy,  consisting  of  eminent 
physicians,  should  be  appointed  to  assist  the  medical  officers  of  our  prisons  in 
deciding  upon  cases  in  which  there  may  be  any  reason  for  supposing  the  indi- 
vidual insane. 

Medical  Treatment. 

Besides  those  general  laws  of  hygiene  which  it  has  been  our  endeavor  to 
explain,  we  know  of  no  treatment  which  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  healthy 
prisoner.  Imprisonment  may,  and  undoubtedly  does,  have  some  effect  on  the 
nature,  seat,  duration,  and  treatment  of  disease ;  still  this  effect  is  not  so  much 
the  subject  of  general  laws  us  of  specific  acts,  every  case  being  more  or  less 
modified  by  surrounding  circumstances.  It  is  possible  that  after  fuller  and 
more  authentic  statements  in  relation  to  this  whole  subject  are  furnished  by 
the  medical  departments  of  our  prisons,  we  shall  be  able  to  present  to  the  world 
an  array  of  new  and  interesting  Hfacts,  which  may  totally  change  or  greatly 
modify  existing  rules  of  practice. 

The  following  tables,  exhibiting  the  vainety  and  kinds  of  disease  most  common 
in  our  prisons,  and  the  causes  of  death,  are  highly  interesting  and  important, 
when  considered  in  their  relation  to  imprisonment,  diet,  exercise,  employment, 
etc.  In  making  out  these  tables,  we  have  followed  the  nosological  arrangement, 
with  slight  variations,  adopted  by  the  Register- General  of  England,  and  ap- 
proved of  by  many  of  the  most  eminent  professors  and  surgeons  of  that  country, 
among  whom  we  may  name  Sir  A.  Cooper,  and  Sir  H.  Halfourd.  We  have 
chosen  this  arrangement,  not  on  account  of  any  peculiar  merite  it  may  be  sup- 
posed to  possess,  of  either  a  practical  or  scientific  character,  but  simply  to  intro- 
duce a  general  uniformity  in  reporting  the  same  facts,  which  shall  enable  us  to 
compare  like  with  like  in  the  different  countries.  Thus  we  have  adopted,  in 
most  instances,  both  the  general  arrangement  and  the  reported  names ;  aiming 
always  to  select  such  words  as  will  afford  not  only  to  the  professional  reader, 
but  to  the  public  at  large,  the  most  distinct  and  definite  idea  of  the  disease  de- 
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scribe*].  The  use  of  a  niriety  of  words,  to  express  the  same  disease,  gives  rise 
To  mnch  confusion,  and  as  distinct  a  notion  of  the  particular  fact  cannot  thus  be 
conveyed  ;  indeed,  so  many  advantages  seem  to  us  to  follow  &om  uniformity  in 
this  matter,  that  even  a  positively  bad  arrangement,  universally  adopted,  seems 
to  us  preferable  to  one  even  unexceptionable,  if  only  in  partial  use.  The  great 
effort  of  this  committee  and  the  Association,  the  one  in  which  at  present  they 
can  do  the  most  service,  is  to  endeavor  to  introduce  uniformily^  not  only  in  the 
reports  of  disease  and  death,  but  in  relation  to  eveiy  other  fact  which  becomea 
a  subject  of  record  in  prisons. 

Those  conversant  with  the  subject  will  perceive  that,  while  preserving  the 
same  general  arrangement  with  the  Register-General  of  England,  we  have 
adopted  the  term  zymotic  for  that  class  of  diseases  reported  by  him  as  epidemic, 
endemic,  or  contagious,  and  have,  under  this  name,  dilrtributed  these  diseases 
among  the  different  organs  or  systems  to  which  t^y  seem  respectively  to  be- 
long. This  appeared  to  us  to  afford  a  more  satisfactory  view  of  the  diseases  of 
the  different  systems  and  organs  than  could  be  done  by  arranging  them  sepa- 
rately, and  still  to  retain  all  the  facilities  for  comparison.  It  has  been,  perhaps 
juRtly,  objected  to  the  plan  prevailing  in  England,  that  a  portion  of  the  diseases 
r<>ported  as  zymotic  are  almost  alwoys,  in  this  country,  sporadic.  Thus  we 
find  croup,  diarrhoea,  erysipelas,  thrush,  etc.,  set  down  among  the  zymotics — 
i.  e.  the  epidemic,  endemic,  or  contagious  diseases.  Now,  although  each  of 
these  disesses  has  been  known  to  occur  os  a  zymotic  disease,  yet  the  occur- 
rence is  so  infrequent  as  to  make  this  a  matter  of  grave  objection  on  the  part 
of  a  sub-committee  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  Edinburgh.  The 
present  arrangement,  while  avoiding  some  of  the  objections  urged  against  the 
system  adopted  in  England,  retains  all  the  advantages  of  their  plan ;  as  all  the 
zymotics,  under  each  system,  can  be  readily  united  for  comparison. 

In  preparing  this  table  of  diseases  in  our  different  prisons,  it  occurred  to 
as  that  it  might  tend  to  uniformity  in  our  future  reports,  and  to  more  precise  and 
definite  ideas  of  the  facts  presented,  if,  in  addition  to  the  diseases  reported  for 
our  different  prisons,  we  should  add  the  names  of  others,  with  which  man  is 
most  frequently  afflicted,  and  invite  for  them  the  attention  and  consideration  of 
the  medical  officers  of  our  [)risons,  nnd  nsk,  if  they  meet  thoir  approbation,  that 
they  will  use  them,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  reporting  the  medical  statistics  of  their 
hospitals.  We  have  been  induced  to  this  course  by  observing,  in  the  records 
of  some  of  our  prisons,  entries  of  this  kind — '*  complicated  disease,"  *Mnflamma- 
tion,"  **  decay,"  **  enlargement  of  the  glands,"  etc. : — terms  so  exceedingly  vague 
as  scarcely  to  convey  any  useful  information.  Now,  bad  either  of  these  terms 
been  reported  under  any  one  of  the  classes,  we  should  have  a  fixed  fact,  which 
would  be  of  some  use.  For  instance,  take  the  term  '*  inflammation  :"  if  it  had 
been  reported  under  the  **  digestive  system,"  we  should  have  known  at  least  that 
this  inflammation  belonged  to  that  system,  and  thus  it  would  have  assisted  us  in 
forming  a  correct  comparison  between  the  diseases  of  the  digestive  and  other 
systems.  But  let  us  suppose  that,  instead  of  being  reported  as  inflammation 
simply,  the  woixl  stomach  or  intestines  had  been  added,  or  the  word  gastritis  or 
enteritis  used,  and  it  would  have  given  great  additional  value  to  our  record. 
In  reporting,  however,  the  health  of  our  hospitals,  great  judgment  must  be  used  to 
prevent  an  unnecessary  multiplication  of  terms.  To  avoid  difficulties  of  this  char- 
acter, we  have  reported  many  unimportant  diseases,  such  as  pain  in  the  side,  gas- 
tralgia,  gastrodynia,  etc.,  under  the  general  head  of  **  other  diseases,"  which  w© 
have  introduced  under  each  system.  Although  unimportant  facts  may  be  thus 
rejiorted,  whenever  any  of  these  diseases  become  sufficiently  numerous  to  lead 
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to  the  BapposHion  that  they  depend  in  any  way  on  locality,  or  some  unknown 
oanse,  they  should  immediately  be  made  a  matter  of  distinct  notice.  All  dis- 
» eases  of  organs  should  be  referred  to  their  respective  classes,  and  if  no  names 
are  given,  they  should  be  reported,  if  of  importapce,  under  the  head  of  inflam- 
mation, ulceration,  cancer,  etc.,  of  the  respective  parts.  In  cases  of  a  complica- 
tion of  diseases — for  instance,  as  haemoptisis  with  consumption,  where  haemop- 
tisis  has  been  the  immediate  cause  of  death — it  should  be  registered  "  phthisis- 
hsmoptisis  ;**  and  other  diseases  in  the  same  way. 

We  do  not  present  the  following  nosological  arrangement  as  the  one  best  cal- 
culated to  obtain  the  objects 4n  view;  but  where  all  is  disorder  and  confusion,  it 
seems  to  us  that  any  uniform  method  of  reporting  which  may  be  generally 
adopted,  wiU  aiford  important  facilities  for  the  examination  of  the  subject  of 
disease. 

In  the  following  tables,  we  propose  to  include  in  the  class  of  diseases  of  the 
nervous  system,  under  **  cephalitis,"  the  diseases  known  as  encephalitis,  in- 
flammation of  the  brain,  cerebilitis,  cerebritis,  and  ramolissment,  or  softening 
of  the  brain ;  under  **  hydrocephalus,"  both  the  acute  and  chronic  forms  of  this 
disease;  under  "paralysis,'* hemiplegia,  paraplegia,  etc.;  under  "cephaleagia," 
vertigo,  hemicrania,  etc.  The  term  "opthalmia*'  we  would  restrict  to  the  pu- 
rulent form  of  that  disease. 

In  the  class  **  organs  of  circulation,"  under  the  term  *^  carditis,"  we  propose 
to  include  pericarditis  and  endocarditis.  ''Other  diseases  of"  may  include 
83rncope,  palpitations,  etc. 

Under  the  term  *'  angina-pectoris"  we  have  included  steroalgia,  and  perhaps  an- 
ginosa,  asthma,  and  orthopncsa-cardiaca,  should  be  included  under  the  same  head. 

In  the  class  "  respiratory  system,"  under  the  term  "  quinsy,"  we  propose 
to  include  cynanche  tonsillaris,  tonsillitis,  pharyngitis,  etc.  Under  **  pneu- 
monia," perineumonia ;  under  '* pleurisy,"  empyema.  Under  "other  diseases 
of  lungs"  are  included  pleurodynia,  imtation  of  lungs,  etc.  Pneumo-thorax 
should  be  included  under  the  disease  which  produced  it ;  also,  hydro-thorax, 
when  resulting  from  a  known  cause,  and  reported  as  follows,  viz. :  Hypertrophy 
of  heart,  (hydro-thorax.)  Hsemoptisis,  when  evidently  arising  from  tubercular 
disease  of  the  lungs,  should  be  reported  ns  phthisis,  (hiemoptisis.)  "  Consump- 
tion*' is  to  be  used  when  that  disease  arises  from  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  "  phthisis  "  when  it  arises  from  tubercular  disease. 

In  the  class  "  digestive  system,"  under  the  term  "  cholera,"  we  have  included 
severe  forms  of  bilious  colic.  Under  "enteritis**  we  would  include  duodenitis 
and  colitis.  Under  "dyspepsia**  we  have  included  pyrosis;  and  under  "gas- 
tralgia,**  gastrodynia,  enterodynia,  enteralgia,  gastric  irritation,  etc. 

In  the  class  "  diseases  of  Uie  liver,*'  under  "jaundice,**  we  would  include 
biliary  calculi. 

In  the  class  "organs  of  generation,**  under  the  term  "  paramenia,**  we  would 
include  mismenstruation,  amenorrhcDa,  suppressions,  leucorrhoBa,  and  chlorosis ; 
under  "  abortion,**  miscarriage. 

The  table  "  other  diseases  of  organs  of  generation,**  includes,  for  Ohio,  six 
reported  with  diseased  testicles.  This  is  a  most  unsatisfactory  method  of  report- 
ing, as  it  undoubtedly  should  state  whether  it  >vas  from  inflammation,  schimia, 
or  cancer. 

In  the  class  " integumentary  diseases,**  under  the  term  "other  cutaneous 
eruptions,**  we  would  include  acue,  mentagra,  ptyriasis,  etc. 

In  the  class  "diseases  of  uncertain  seat,**  many  diseases  are  included, 
which,  when  of  a  character  simply  local,  should  be  reported  under  the  classes 
to  which  they  respectively  belong.  The  names  of  diseases  marked  with  a  star, 
are  used  in  the  reports  of  the  prisons  from  which  tlus  table  was  formed,  but 
are  not  recommended  for  general  adoption. 
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Table  shmring  (he  annual  per-centage  of  Mortality  among  While$  and  Colored. 
and  the  total  Mortality  of  both^  in  the  Eastern  State  Penitentiary^  Pa* 
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/Ms— Calculations  from  the  above  Table  show  the  average  per  eentage  of  deaflis  to  be  finr  Iha 


whites,  2.14 ;  for  the  colored,  6.99 


versfe 
;  andS 


3.^  for  the  whole. 


Perhaps  the  most  strikmg  feature  in  this  Table  is  the  great  disproportion  of  mortaJi^ 
between  the  white  and  colored  prisoners, — a  disproportion  that  has  engaged  the  attaa> 
tion  and  sympathy  of  some  of  oar  most  enlightened  and  benevolent  citizens,  and  ff^nm 
rise  to  various  hypotheses  for  its  elucidation ;  but  none  of  which,  so  &r  as  I  can  judg«» 
have  been  at  all  satisfactory.  If  my  experience  and  means  of  observation  justify  an 
opinion  on  this  question,  I  would,  without  hesitation,  say  that  the  disparity  is  not  owing 
to  any  peculiar  influence  of  this  system  on  the  African  race.,  but  entirely  to  their  attar 
neglect  of  the  necessary  means  of  preserving  health,  extreme  sensuality,  and  eztr^ 
ordinary  tendency  to  thoracic  and  tubercular  diseases,  when  transferred  from  their 
native  zone  to  other  regions  of  the  earth.  This  opinion  I  believe  myself  in 
of  sufficient  &cts  to  substantiate. — Estraetedfrom  Dr.  CHmonU  Report. 
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Reformation. 

The  reports  of  the  difTerent  prisons  afford  the  most  cheeriDg  evidence  of  the 
reformative  inflaence  of  imprisonment  on  the  subjects  thereof.  The  warden 
of  the  New  Hampshire  prison  states  that  but  two  out  of  eighty-six  discharges 
from  that  prison  had  within  the  last  tliree  years  returned,  and  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  others  were  known  to  be  doing  well. 

The  records  of  our  discharged-convict  committee  show  an  equally  favorable 
result,  mid  we  have  the  gratification  to  know  that  some  of  those  so  unfortunate 
as  to  come  under  our  observation  are  now  commanding  salaries  of  from  five 
hundred  to  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  possess  the  entire  confidence  of  their 
employers.  If  such  are  the  fruits  of  the  early  summer,  what  may  we  not 
anticipate  as  the  result  of  the  fall  harvest,  when  all  the  elements  which  may 
lead  to  reformation  are  brought  into  action,  such  as  classification,  religious, 
moral,  and  ordinary  instruction,  and  the  results  of  isolation  and  intercourae, 
rewards  and  punishments,  the  visitation  of  friends,  fnendly  intercourse,  and 
pardons,  pi-opcrly  understood.  Before  leaving  this  subject,  however,  we  would 
direct  attention  to  what  we  conceive  to  be  a  too  common  error,  that  of  calculating 
the  success  of  a  prison  by  its  annual  exhibit  of  profits.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  most 
desirable  object  that  establishments  of  this  nature  should  support  themselves; 
yet  if  this  cannot  be  efifected  but  at  the  expense  of  reformatory  action,  it  had 
better  be  abandoned  than  attempted.  The  difiference  between  throwing  upoa 
society  iiidivtduals  thoroughly  furnished  for  good  works,  and  casting  upon  it  the 
•ame  men  with  appetites  whetted  and  capacities  increased  for  the  indulgence 
of  every  crime,  would  soon,  even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  create  a  large 
balance  in  our  favor;  but  when  we  add  to  this  tiie  moral  influence  they  would 
exert,  the  advantage  is  almost  incalculable.  This  spirit  of  gain  is  not  without  its 
influence  on  the  convict ;  and  when  he  sees — as  see  he  must — that  the  State, 
instead  of  being  to  him  the  kind  and  indulgent  parent,  reproving  to  correct,  and 
chastising  to  reform,  is  only  the  stern  taskmaster,  whom  no  exertion  can  satisfy, 
Do  labor  can  appease — who  ofifers  no  hope  but  the  stint,  no  encouragement  but 
the  lash — ^his  heart  is  hardened  to  vindictive ness,  and  his  soul  steeled  for  revenge. 
Out  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  net  proceeds  of  a  neighboring  State 
prison  for  the  last  thiiteeo  years,  not  a  cent  has  ever  been  expended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  convict. 

Should  a  portion  only  of  the  surplus  proceeds  of  prison  labor,  after  ade- 
quately providing  for  instruction,  be  distributed  to  them  on  their  discharge, 
how  many  who  now  leave  the  prison  with  good  intentions,  and  are  driven  by 
destitution  back  into  crime,  might  be  rescued !  What  situation  can  be  more 
discouraging  and  forlorn  than  that  of  the  convict  discharged  perhaps  in  mid-win- 
ter, with  no  character  but  infamy,  no  means  but  his  hands,  no  friend  but  the 
abandoned,  and  with  his  mental  and  physical  energies  pai*alyzed  by  confinement 
and  sufifering  ? 

Such  a  gain-seeking  disposition  is  apparent  in  some  States,  that  the  convicts 
imbibe  the  idea  that  the  State  cares  nothing  about  the  prisoner  but  to  make 
money  out  of  him. 

Classification. 

Those  wedded  to  the  separate  system  of  prison  government  are  disposed  to 
sneer  at  all  attempts  at  classification,  as  a  matter  enturely  impracticable  and  of 

J9 
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DO  value.  Without  expressing  any  opinion  upon  the  comparative  merits  of 
their  system  and  the  system  adopted  for  this  State,  we  will  grant  that  In  the 
separate  cell  they  have  a  more  perfect  classification,  if  such  it  may  be  called, 
than  any  we  can  adopt ;  still,  from  an  attentive  examination  of  this  matter,  we 
are  persuaded  that,  so  long  as  we  adhere  to  the  associate  system,  we  shall  not 
have  done  our  duty,  and  developed  all  its  capabilities,  until  we  have  secured 
every  advantage  which  may  be  derivable  from  this  source. 

Instruction. 

When  the  first  attempt  was  made  to  preach  to  the  convicts  at  the  old  Wal- 
nut-street prison,  Philadelphia — which  we  believe  was  the  first  effort  ever 
made  to  instruct  them  in  this  country — it  was  done  with  a  park  of  artillery 
turned  upon  the  convicts,  tho  match  lighted,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  pre- 
vent a  riot ;  and  even  these  measures  were  scarcely  sufficient  to  quell  the  tur- 
bulent, ungoverned,  and  ungovernable  spirits  which  tenanted  our  prisons. 

Happily  the  scene  has  completely  changed,  and  nowhere  will  you  flud  more 
qi^iet,  attentive,  and  orderly  hearers  than  within  our  prison  walls.  The  convict 
is  no  longer  looked  upon  as  a  man  without  the  pale  of  gospel  privileges,  and  he 
m  turn  looks  upon  his  violations  of  law  as  deserving  punishment,  but  not  as 
necessarily  incurring  eternal  infamy.  He  is  taught  to  feel  that  the  broken  link 
may  be  reunited,  and  that,  with  a  determination  to  act  well  his  part  hereafter, 
society,  rejoicing  in  his  rescue,  will  receive  the  penitent  to  its  bosom.  Although 
preaching  has  been  allowed  and  frequently  practiced  in  all  our  prisons  ever 
since  the  period  stated,  the  constant  services  of  a  chaplain  are  of  comparatively 
modem  date,  and  even  now  the  improvement  has  not  reached  some  of  our 
State  prisons.  As  chaplains  have  been  introduced,  prison  government  has 
improved,  till  the  noisy,  idle,  uncontrollable,  turbulent  mass  which  used  t^  riot 
in  our  prisons  can  no  longer  be  recognized  in  the  quiet,  industrious,  machine- 
like prisoner  of  the  present  day.  This  change  is  not  entirely,  perhaps  not 
mainly,  attributable  to  religious  teaching;  it  is  in  part  the  moral  effect  of 
attempting  to  instruct  their  understandings  and  enlighten  their  minds — in  part 
the  natural  result  of  kindness  and  sympathy — and  perhaps  still  more  the  efifect 
of  a  discipline  that  permits  no  relaxation,  is  ever  vigilant,  ever  active.  When 
chaplains  were  first  appointed,  their  duties  were  mainly  confined  to  preaching 
ODce  or  twice  a  week,  reading  prayers  daily,  attending  on  the  sick  and  at  fune- 
rals. The  sphere  of  their  duties  has  been  constantly  enlarging,  however,  tQI 
at  present  they  comprise  those  of  ordinary  and  moral  instruction.  In  most  of 
our  prisons,  Sunday-schools  have  been  opened,  where  the  uneducated  prisoners 
have  been  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  an  opportunity  ofifered  and  encourage- 
ment given  to  others  to  learn  the  great  truths  of  Christianity.  The  reports  of 
our  prisons  enumerate  many  who  have  first  learned  their  letters  in  prison,  and 
some  we  know  who  esteem  this  privilege  worth  all  their  toil  and  suffering,  and 
we  have  heard  them  in  a  lone  corner  of  the  cell,  as  they  supposed  unheeded 
and  unheard,  thanking  God  for  the  ignominy  which  had  led  them  to  a 
knowledge  of  his  word. 

Although  an  important  step  has  been  taken  for  the  melioration  of  prison 
discipline,  the  appointment  of  chaplains  can  only  be  considered  as  the  entering 
wedge  to  those  greater  and  more  efficient  reforms  which  the  spirit  of  the  age 
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and  the  reformation  of  the  convict  demand.  Take  for  example  Sing  Sing  or 
Aobum  prison,  and  let  us  suppose  a  chaplain  full  of  health,  strength,  ardor, 
zeal,  and  energy — and  what  can  he  accomplish  ?  His  duties  are :  to  attend  to 
the  correspondence  with  convicts ;  to  write,  or  at  least  to  read,  nil  their  letters ; 
to  attend  to  the  sick ;  to  preach  at  least  once  each  Sunday  ;  to  take  charge  of 
the  libraries ;  examine  and  approve  the  books ;  to  attend  interviews  between 
ronvicts  and  friends ;  and  other  duties,  besides  visiting  the  cells.  Allowing  an 
average  of  two  hours  daily,  as  the  opportunity  of  the  chaplain  to  converse  with 
the  prisoners,  which  is  certainly  a  large  allowance,  it  will  only  allow  him  fifty- 
four  and  a  half  minutes  to  each  individual  per  year,  or  scarcely  sufficient  time 
to  gain  his  confidence.  To  be  of  very  essential  service,  there  should  at  least 
be  four  instructors  in  each  of  these  prisons,  which  then  would  give  about  three 
■nd  a  half  hours  for  each  individual  per  year.  These  instructors  ought  to 
become  personally  known  to  each  prisoner,  to  cultivate  a  friendship  for  each, 
become  the  depository  of  his  secrets,  and  to  fill  his  mind  with  new  and  better 
thoughts.  He  should  direct  his  reading,  and  endeavor  generally  to  do  every- 
thing which  may  eventuate  in  reformation. 

Since  the  appointment  of  chaplains,  libraries  have  been  introduced  and  grown 
up  in  most  of  our  prisons,  until,  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  they  have  over  three 
thcfusand  voltimes.  The  libraries  atSing  Sing,  Clinton,  and  Auburn,  catalogues 
of  ^Tilicll  are  annexed  to  our  reports  of  those  [H*isons,  are  justly  esteemed  as 
amon:;  tho  most  important  auxiliaries  tu  correct  discipline. 

Isolation  and  Intercourse. 

Most  of  the  systems  of  prison  government  of  modem  date  attempt  to  provide 
for  the  moral  isolation  of  the  convict  at  least,  whatever  may  be  the  fact  in 
respect  to  ])hysical  intercourse.     To  doubt  the  expediency  of  such  a  measure 
would  be  striking  at  the  corner-stone  of  our  present  system,  and  to  question 
the  utility  of  its  most  distinctive  feature.     Still  an  attempt  to  isolate  the  convict 
in  the  midst  of  society,  by  imposing  absolute  silence,  is  at  war  with  one  of  the 
strongest  principles  of  our  nature,  and  impracticable  in  point  of  fact.     The  con- 
current testimony  of  discharged  convicts,  the  confessions  of  keepers,  and  the 
experience  of  inspector,  prove  this  one  point,  that  with  the  greatest  severity 
<(f  discipline  which  has  ever  been  exercised  in  this  country — and  we  all  know 
that  it  has  been  carried  to  a  degree  of  inhumanity,  the  bai'e  recollection  of  which 
makes  the  heart  sick — even  with  such  severity,  perfect  isolation  never  has  been 
attained,  and  we  may  safely  assert,  until  a  keeper  is  appointed  for  each  individ- 
ual, never  can  be.     To  make  laws,  then,  which  violate  the  social  order  of  our 
being,  which  are  at  war  with  the  law  of  our  nature,  and  are  impracticable  in 
execution,  is  to  sustain  a  system  by  a  refined  spe^cies  of  torture,  suited  perhaps 
to  the  walls  of  an  inquisition,  but  not  at  all  in  unison  with  the  benevolent 
breathings  of  the  age. 

But  it  is  not  alone  of  the  severity  requisite  even  partially  to  enforce  this  sys- 
tem that  we  complain.  Greater  wrong  is  done  the  convict ;  he  is  incarcerated  for 
nolating  a  law  which  he  might  have  respected,  and,  when  incarcerated,  pun- 
iAed  for  violating  a  law  at  which  his  social  nature  revolts,  and  which  is  at 
viriance  with  the  simplest  dictates  of  religion.  All  experience  has  proved  that 
tbe  impossibility  of  self-restraint,  in  this  particular,  is  such,  that  the  certain  effect 
of  the  law  of  silence  is  to  encourage  deceit  and  teach  firaud,  the  ^er^  N\&e  iist 


30  COMMITTCC    ON    PRISON    DISCIPLINE. 

which  they  are  imprisoned,  nmking  the  whole  period  of  impriaonment  pTBcti- 
caDy  a  period  of  instruction,  not  in  obedience  to  the  law,  bat  in  stratagems  and 
plans,  how  with  impunity  they  may  evade  and  violate  it.  Instead  of  teachiii|( 
•elf-control,  its  only  tendency  is  to  bring  the  law  into  contempt — a  feeling  in  the 
fullest  sense  demoralizing  to  the  mind  of  the  convict  In  the  female  prison  at 
Sing  Sing,  where  the  number  of  the  prisoners  is  small,  the  law  of  absolute 
silence  no  longer  exists ;  and  although  this  change  was  originally  adopted  as  a 
measure  of  discipline,  we  would  suggest,  as  it  has  been  found  to  work  well, 
whether  it  should  not  be  continued  as  a  measure  of  principle.  We  know  that 
such  a  privilege  might  be  liable  to  many  abuses,  yet  under  certain  restrictione 
and  limitations,  with  proper  vigilance  on  the  part  of  officers,  the  abusea  t» 
which  it  might  lead  would  be  infrequent,  and  the  objections  to  it  wholly  avoided. 
The  evil  effects  of  intercommunion  might  be  in  port  provided  for ;  and  in  casee 
in  which  this  could  not  be  done,  the  difference  would  be,  not  that  communica- 
tion did  not  tako  place,  but  that  in  the  one  instance  it  was  obtained  through 
violation  of  law,  and  in  the  other  with  the  consciousness  of  having  done  nothing 
that  required  concealment. 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  law  of  silence  in 
our  prisons,  that  while  the  attempt  is  made  strictly  to  enforce  it  in  one  part  of 
the  prison,  in  another,  where  the  prisoners  are  locked  up  together  in  the  same 
room  during  the  whole  night,  and  are  left  to  themselves  during  a  large  part  of 
the  day,  the  moral  contamination  of  intercourse  is  allowed,  almost  without  an 
effort  to  restrain  it.  This  is  the  case  in  the  hospital ;  so  that  if  the  previous 
efforts  at  isolation  have  been  successful,  all  its  good  effects  are  destroyed  as  soon 
as  the  convict  becomes  a  subject  of  this  part  of  the  establishment.  Here  almoat 
unlimited  opportunities  for  intercourse  exist ;  and  as  scarcely  an  individual  that 
passes  his  two  years  in  prison  has  not  occasion  to  spend  some  days  in  the  hos- 
pital, thus,  if  in  no  other  way,  the  good  results  of  the  law  of  silence  would  be 
countervailed  and  destroyed. 

As  illustrative  of  the  injurious  consequences  of  such  a  measure,  we  may  be 
permitted  to  use  the  words  of  a  convict.  **  Scenes,"  says  he,  **  of  the  most 
revolting  character  and  horrid  brutality  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  hos- 
pital. I  was  for  a  number  of  months  a  nurse  in  that  department,  and  during 
that  time,  while  holding  the  head  of  a  dying  man,  I  have  heard  those  standing 
by  mocking  his  dying  groans,  and  damning  his  soul  to  hell,  while  others,  rude 
and  boisterous,  were  cursing  and  swearing ;  and  amidst  all  this  fearful  scene 
and  horrid  blasphemy,  I  have  seen  still  others  on  their  bended  knees  engaged  in 
prayer." 

Moral  isolation  or  silence,  we  know,  is  one  of  the  alleged  improvements  of 
modem  times ;  it  is  almost  the  characteristic  of  the  Auburn  system.  If  it  is  a 
valuable  feature  of  that  plan,  it  should  be  rigidly  enforced ;  if  it  is  impracticable 
and  worthless,  it  should  be  instantly  abandoned.  We  have  made  these  remarks 
rather  to  draw  attention  to  the  subject,  than  to  express  any  opinion  upon  its 
merits.  **  The  agitation  of  thought  is  the  beginning  of  truth."  Error  can 
rarely  be  exposed  but  by  invettigation,  or  &cta  ascertained  but  by  ezamina- 
tioo. 
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Rewards  and  Punishments. 

Till  within  a  few  years  past,  almost  the  only  law  of  our  prisons  was  the  dic- 
tum of  the  task-master,  and  the  only  punishment  for  its  infraction  was  the  lash ; 
the  soft  word,  the  gentle  rebuke,  the  exhortation  of  love,  were  never  heard 
within  the  prison  walls.  So  hardened  and  callous  wore  some  of  the  keepers, 
that  the  sound  of  the  lash,  and  the  cries  and  groans  of  the  victim,  were  music 
to  their  ears;  and  an  under-keeper  of  one  of  our  prisons,  in  his  brutality,  has 
been  heard  to  exclaim  that  he  would  rather  flog  a  convict  than  eat  his  dinner — 
every  blow  produced  an  electric  effect  upon  his  system — and  the  writhing,  con- 
tortions, and  grimaces  of  the  sufferer  produced  an  agreeable  and  pleasurable 
sensation.  In  those  days,  the  iron  will  and  the  strong  arm  were  the  only 
acquirements  sought  for  in  a  keeper,  and  his  capacity  for  governing  was  measured 
by  his  ability  to  knock  down  and  drag  out.  The  progress  of  civilization  is 
changiBg,  and  in  many  instances  has  already  changed,  this  false  notion ;  and 
men.  and  women  too,  of  enlightened  minds,  warm  hearts,  and  imbued  with 
human  sympathies,  are  engaged  in  the  work.  The  law  of  love  is  superseding 
the  law  of  the  lash,  and  a  mild  but  firm  government  found  not  only  best  to  sub- 
serve the  interests  of  humanity,  but  the  interests  of  the  State.  Prisoners 
treated  like  human  beings  are  more  easily  governed,  more  surely  reformed,  and, 
what  to  the  sordid  views  of  many  may  be  equally  important,  are  more  productive. 
This  is  the  concurrent  opinion  expressed  in  the  reports  of  all  our  prisons ;  and 
though  some  still  adhere  in  practice  to  the  old  regime,  they  pay  that  homage 
to  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  day  to  talk  gently,  though  they  murder  while 
they  talk.*  There  may  be  danger  of  caiTying  these  innovations  too  far.  As  in 
the  physical  so  in  the  moral  world — action  is  constantly  followed  by  reaction ; 
the  vibrations  of  the  pendulum  are  but  the  efforts  of  nature  to  produce  an 
equilibrium.  So  we  trust  it  will  be  here ;  though  we  do  not  apprehend  that 
with  a  raind  to  feel,  while  prison  bars  confine,  prison  laws  control,  and  the 
stigma  of  society  rests  upon  the  convict^  he  will  be  in  much  danger  from 
human  sympathy.  The  encouraging  look,  the  approving  smile,  the  "well 
done,  faithful  servant"  of  his  keeper,  will  to  the  convict  be  always  a  reward  for 
efforts  to  do  his  duty,  and  though  no  other  reward  should  be  given,  it  would 
have  its  effect. 

The  following  table  of  punishments  for  our  prison  shows  a  diminution  of 
offences,  and  a  diminution  of  punishment. 

*  See  the  report  of  the  Auburn  prison  for  1845,  which  speaks  of  a  mild  bat  firm  govemmoDt  m 
Wag  of  a  character  best  suited  to  the  government  of  prisons. 
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Pardons. 

A  popular  cry,  out  of  prUon,  is  the  delays  of  justice,  impuling  blame  to  its 
tedjoui  adnuDiatratioD — in  prison,  we  hoar  coostaotly  of  basty  jtrocedura ;  and 
we  believe  that  the  cry  from  the  grates  of  the  prUon  is  ofteu  ns  ivcll  founded 
BS  that  from  the  world  without.  The  fact  is,  bo  fnr  aa  crimioal  justice  is  con- 
cerned, but  few  delays  lake  pinco,  except  upon  the  request  of  the  defendant; 
on  the  coutraiy,  many  trials  ure  hurried  through  by  the  prosecution,  which,  if 
more  time  were  allowed  to  collect  testimony,  prove  character,  and  make  those 
arrange ments  which  wealth  puts  it  in  the  power  of  the  rich  to  mnko,  would 
ondoubcedly  have  terminated  in  tho  acquittal  of  the  accused.  Whether  tlu» 
or  other  causes  produce  the  result,  it  is,  nevertheless,  undoubtedly  true,  that 
many  of  the  convicts  in  our  State  prisons  sufler  unjustly.  Id  a  recent 
examination  of  the  prisons  of  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  the  committee  were 
deeply  impressed  with  the  truth  of  this  remark. 

The  hurried  examinations  of  our  committees  did  not  allow  them  time,  bow- 
ever,  to  inquire  particularly  ioto  the  guilt  of  prisoners,  except  so  far  as  simplj 
to  ask  the  questioo  if  guilty  or  not ;  and  although  every  one  who  answered  "  not 
guilty  "  had  bis  reason  for  his  opinion,  it  would  have  occupied  some  montha  to 
have  gone  into  a  satisfactory  investigatioQ  in  every  case. 

Disposed,  as  we  are,  to  look  with  jealousy  upon  the  general  exercise  of  tba 
pardoning  power,  our  own  experience,  and  the  testimony  of  prison  keepers  a>  to 
the  frequency  of  cases  eimiUr  to  those  to  which  we  have  just  alluded,  contioce 
ns  that  its  frequent  use  msy  be  both  consistent  with,  and  necesssry  to,  the  ends 
of  JQitice.  We  speak  this  in  regaid  to  its  proper,  not  its  actual  exercise.  At 
present,  it  appears  to  us,  the  more  apparent  the  guilt,  and  the  greater  the  crime. 
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the  more  certain  the  chance  of  pardon.  This  arises,  in  part,  from  the  &ct  that 
very  Jong  sentences  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  community;  in  part  from  the  fact 
that  the  really  vicious  have  often  many  accomplices,  all  exerting  an  influence 
upon  society,  and  ail  interested  in  the  pardon  of  the  offender ;  while  the  innocent 
victim  of  fraud  or  villainy  is  too  oflen  \^{t  to  drag  out  an  unjust  sentence  in  pris- 
on, and  have  his  after  life  embittered  by  the  recollection  of  his  disgrace,  for  lack 
of  those  friends  and  that  persevering  importunity  which  accomplishes  so  much — 
an  impoitunity  which  too  often  diminishes  in  proportion  to  the  justness  of  a 
cause,  reliance  being  then  placed  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  not  on  the  man- 
ner of  pressing  them.  As  an  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  remark,  we  might 
point  to  the  fact,  that  even  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  the  whites  receive 
executive  clemency  much  more  frequently  tlian  the  blacks.  This  disproportion 
is  strikingly  illustrated  by  a  statement  made  to  us  by  the  keeper  of  Sing  Sing, 
that  only  one  colored  person,  and  this  one,  it  is  believed,  under  age,  was  par- 
doned from  that  prison  during  the  past  year. 

Under  these  circumstances,  justice  seems  to  require  that  Uiere  should 
be  some  power  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  personally  eveiy  pris- 
oner in  each  of  our  State  prisons  as  often  ns  at  least  once  or  twice  a  year ; 
and  in  cases  in  which  prisoners  deny  their  ^ullt,  to  examine  the  record  of 
their  trials,  learn  the  names  of  the  witnesses,  and  examine  them,  as  well  as 
any  new  testimony  which  the  ])risoner  may  consider  important ;  and  when  sat- 
isfied of  his  innocence,  to  recommend  him  to  executive  clemency.  This  would 
relieve  the  Governor  from  the  onerous  and  unpleasant  task  of  reviewing  a  large 
number  of  cases  which  have  no  valid  claim  upon  his  attention ;  and,  in  cases 
presented  for  his  examination,  instead  of  relying  on  the  testimony  of  interested 
parties,  he  would  have  all  the  facts  carefully  and  honestly  prepared,  and  pre- 
sented without  prejudice  or  paitiality.  Properly  guarded,  it  would  prevent 
political  pardons.  To  such  a  power,  a  general  inspection  of  the  prison  might 
be  committed,  and  by  it  various  facts,  not  now  subjects  of  record,  but  ex- 
ceedingly interesting  to  be  known,  as  well  as  the  general  management  and 
internal  police  of  the  prisons,  be  annually  re[)ortod  to  the  Legislature. 

Another  important  duty  which  might  be  intrusted  to  such  a  power,  would  be 
00  examination  of  the  length  of  sentences.  Observation  has  convinced  us  that 
the  discretionary  power  now  confided  to  the  judiciary,  is  so  exercised  as  to  oc- 
casion great  disparity  of  punishment  for  the  same  oiTence,  and  that  convicts  from 
one  part  of  the  State  pay  a  greater  penalty  for  their  crimes  than  those  from 
another ;  and  so  frequently  has  this  fact  been  made  apparent,  that  we  think  it 
entitled  to  serious  consideration.  But  this  inequality  in  the  length  of  sentences, 
is  not  perhaps  so  great  an  evil  as  the  length  of  sentences  themselves. 

This  is  a  matter  of  vast  importance  both  in  its  relation  to  the  ends  of  justice, 
and  the  reformation  of  the  convict.  To  those  most  familiar  with  prison  discipline, 
it  is  apparent  that  in  many  prisons,  and  for  many  crimes,  the  period  of  confine- 
ment is  too  protracted ;  and  it  is  a  question  which  we  would  submit  for  exami- 
nation, whether  the  periods  of  imprisonment  in  most  of  the  prisons  might  not 
be  advantageously  shortened. 

The  following  table  presents  an  interesting  view  of  this  subject. 
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Many  interesliui:  f'K^'-^  "i*^  dev't;lr>j)ed  in  the  sbore  table.  It  will  be  seen  at « 
glance  whicli  Slnttt  inflicts  the  longest  ««>nlt'ncns.  nnd  which  has  the  jcreatest 
number  tif  prisimers  sentenced  for  life.  By  n  compnrison  with  the  population 
sod  Alatistics  of  criirip  of  tliose  States,  some  idea  mn;  be  formed  of  the  iotlu^ 
ance  that  loo;  sentences  and  a  severe  administntiuo  hiivu  In  jireveating  or  in- 
creasing crJnie.  The  tons  of  public  sentiment  in  the  diRereat  States  may  alto 
be  diicorered  from  the  seme  dcts. 
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A  ttiU  farther  h^l^  mefbl  tad  itay  important  duty  which  might  tw  attached 
to  [fail  office,  would  be  a  thorougfa  end  coraplete  inspectioo  of  couut;  prisoni, 
aod  obtaining  from  them  facts  similar  to  thoae  required  bj  our  tables.  This 
iiupectioo,  although  partinlly  provided  for  bj  law  already,  is,  so  far  as  the  judges 
of  the  County  Courts  nod  superrisore  are  coDceroed,  eotirely  neglected  ;  and 
the  nbnaes  which,  under  this  coodition  of  things,  have  been  sufTered  to  exist, 
are  such,  that  a  Circuit  Judge  in  one  of  our  counties,  not  long  since,  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  call  upon  the  giaod  inquest  of  the  county  to  indict  bis  associate 
aittiog  beside  him  on  the  same  beoch,  for  its  utter  neglect. 

TliB  incorporation  of  [his  Association  might  have  provided  an  effectual  reme- 
dy for  this  evil,  if  in  conferriag  upon  us  the  power,  nnd  making  it  our  duly  to 
inspect  and  report,  the  Legislature  had  not  furgotten  to  provide  the  means 
requisite  to  defrny  the  expenses  which  would  necessarily  be  incurred  thereby.  " 

If  our  suggestions  should  receive  legisJatire  sanction,  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  great  convenience  to  have  the  notes  of  the  evidence  in  each  trial  tmaacribed, 
and  sent  to  the  prison  with  the  commitment,  there  to  be  recorded  or  so  filed  as 
to  be  accessible  at  any  time  during  the  prisoner's  conjinement.  It  should  be 
the  duty  of  those  Appointed  to  inspect  the  prisoo  to  examioe  this  evidence  in  all 
cases  in  which  there  should  appear  to  be  sufficient  reasons  for  supposing  inoo- 
cence;  and  when  satisfied  of  the  &ct,  to  submit  the  case  to  the  Governor,  who 
■ball  have  the  power  to  preseiH  it  to  the  Judges  of  tile  Supreme  Court,  iriio 
may,  at  their  discretion,  advise  a  pardou,  or  order  a  new  trial. 

The  following  tnbte  jiresenEs  the  number  of  pardons  and  their  rebtive  pro- 
porttoos  for  some  of  the  past  years.  , 

Table  thouring  the  Pardons  in  the  fiAlomng  Prisona  for  the  fillowmg  Yeari, 
and  their  Proportiim  to  the  whale  Number  of  ConvicU. 
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The  average  of  the  above  table  shows  a  tatisfiictoiy  duninutioD  in  die  amoanC 
of  pardons  for  the  last  year.  In  the  first  report  of  this  committee  the  average 
of  pardons  for  a  series  of  many  years  was  stated  as  low  as  1  in  18.96. 

A  great  disparity  is  manifest  in  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power  in  the 
different  states,  and  many  highly  interesting  facts  will  be  discovered  by  compar- 
ing this  table  with  the  table  of  **  Length  of  Sentences,**  and  the  table  of  the 
**  Ratio  of  Crime  to  Population,**  and  with  the  table  of  **  Recommitments.**  I< 
will  be  perceived  that  in  Vermont,  while  the  pardons  are  1  to  every  6,  the  re- 
commitments are  more  than  1  to  every  2  individuals. 

Fifc^iNciAL  System. 

Under  this  head  is  embraced  convict  labor,  one  of  the  most  interesting  sub- 
jects connected  with  prison  discipline,  whether  considered  in  relation  to  the  State 
or  to  the  individual — interesting  to  the  State,  as  from  this  source  the  prison  is 
to  derive  its  revenue — interesting  and  important  to  the  prisoner,  as  his  hopes 
of  reformation  and  his  ability  to  lead  a  better  life  in  future,  are,  in  most  instances, 
dependant  on  the  trade  he  acquires  in  prison.  This  trade  should  therefore  be 
one  as  far  as  possible  suited  to  his  taste,  competent  for  his  support,  its  exercise  at 
all  times  needed,  and  one  which  requires  little  or  no  capital  for  its  commence- 
ment. In  this  respect,  we  are  content  to  differ  from  those  who  would  bar  the 
convict  from  any  trade  which  shall  bring  him  in  collision  with  free  labor.  We 
consider  such  policy  short-sighted,  although  it  has  legislative  sanction.  Whether 
our  prisons  do  or  do  not  support  themselves,  is  a  matter  of  trifling  importance  to 
the  community ;  but  whether  they  pour  out  upon  it  yearly  from  fifteen  hundred 
to  two  thousand  men,  reformed  in  character,  able  and  determined  to  earn  an  hon- 
est and  respectable  living,  or  whether,  incapacitated  by  previous  education,  they 
are  thrown  upon  society  as  idlers,  and  obliged  to  beg,  steal,  or  starve,  is  a  mat^ 
terfor  serious  reflection.  Let  us  suppose  that  only  one-quarter  of  the  smaUest 
number  that  are  annually  discharged  from  the  prisons  of  this  State,  or  three 
hundred  and  fifty,  (amountiDg  in  ten  years  to  three  thousand  five  hundred,)  are 
idlers,  living  on  the  community  by  the  practice  of  fraud  and  crime,  and  we  have, 
besides  the  contaminating  influences  which  evil-minded  men  thus  scattered 
over  the  community  would  exert  upon  our  children,  and  the  loss  which  is  sus- 
tained by  the  appropriation  of  other  men*s  goods  to  their  uses,  to  add  the  dif- 
ference between  producers  and  consumers.  Let  us  suppose  these  men  capable 
of  earning  only  one  dollar  per  day — a  price  which  every  able-bodied  man  ought 
to  command  in  this  country — and  we  have  added  to  this  moral  cormption,  a 
pecuniary  loss  of  over  one  million  of  dollars  annually,  besides  their  depredations 
upon  the  community,  as  the  difference  between  the  employment  of  convicts  at 
healthy  trades,  and  their  being  obliged,  when  discharged,  through  ignorance,  to 
return  to  their  old  habits.  This  burden  has  to  be  borne,  not  by  the  rich  only, 
but  by  the  hard-working  mechanic  as  well,  and  is  a  burden  which  is  constantly 
increasing. 

But  let  us  pursue  this  subject  still  farther.  Let  us  for  an  instant  suppose, 
that  the  whole  productive  labor  of  our  prisons  is  thrown  into  three  or  four  dif- 
ferent channels.  For  a  year  or  two,  peihaps,  there  may  be  an  over  supply  in 
some  particular  branches  of  labor,  but  when  this  happens,  free  labor  is  directed 
to  another  channel;  the  increase  of  our  prisons  being  moderate  and  constant* 
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would  be  regulated  by  it,  and  no  inconyenience  or  individiial  suffer- 
ing accrue.  The  only  regulation  needed  on  this  subject  is  the  abolishment  of 
the  contract  system,  and  a  provision  that  the  manufactures  shall  all  be  sold  at 
auction,  or  at  ruling  prices,  so  as  to  prevent  the  work  of  those  fed  by  the  State 
being  sold  at  an  under  valuation.  Indeed,  the  only  good  resulting  from  the  con- 
tract system,  fto  fkr  as  we  can  discover,  is  its  productiveness.  Its  effects,  so  fiir 
as  discipline  and  reformation  are  concerned,  are  most  disastrous.  The  contrac- 
tors goad  the  keepers  and  the  men  to  the  utmost  limit  of  their  capacity,  and, 
in  most  instances,  without  one  thought  about  anything  but  the  proiirs,  make 
them  subserve  their  own  purposes.  But  while  they  are  thus  stimulating  the 
labor  of  the  establishment,  they  not  unfrequently  interfere  with  its  discipline 
by  the  liberties  they  are  allowed,  and  the  indulgences  they  secretly  afford. 

The  present  law  in  regard  to  the  labor  of  convicts,  so  far  as  New  York  is 
concerned,  affords  a  protection  to  the  prison  labor  of  other  States;  and  as  New 
York  is  generally  the  best  market  for  all  kinds  of  manufactures,  it  absolutely 
invites  the  prison  labor  of  other  States  to  compete  with  the  free  labor  of  our 
citizens. 

The  productiveness  of  the  different  kinds  of  labor  employed  in  prison,  is  a 
matter  of  much  interest,  but  the  imperfect  data  thus  far  provided,  prevents  us 
from  presenting  this  subject  in  as  interesting  a  light  as  we  could  wish.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  future  reports  of  our  prisons  will  give  us  the  average  number 
of  individuals  employed  at  any  particular  calling  during  the  year,  the  aggregate 
number  of  days'  labor  done,  and  the  yearly  net  receipts  from  each  employment 
unembarrassed  by  any  other  charges.  Until  this  happens,  we  shall  never  be 
able  satisfactorily  to  compare  the  productions  of  different  kinds  of  prison  labor; 
and  thus  when  a  change  of  employment  is  considered  expedient  in  any  prison, 
the  advantages  of  experience  in  determining  a  selection  from  the  most  profita- 
ble, will  be  lost. 

ExFEIfSES   AND   REVENUES. 

The  manner  of  reporting  these  matters  are  so  complex  that  it  is  only  with 
extreme  difficulty  we  can  make  any  satisfactory  statements  in  this  respect.  Wa 
have,  however,  attempted  to  compare  the  different  prisons  with  each  other,  and 
we  present  the  results  of  our  labors  in  the  following  tiible. 
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ADMIZflST&ATIOIf   AND    SUPERTISIOIV. 

Mode  of  appointing  Officers, — This  is  similar  in  almost  all  our  prisons,  and  is 
the  origin  of  many  of  the  abuses  which  are  found  to  exist.  It  is  evident  that  a 
wise  and  jndicious  administration  can  only  be  secured  by  the  appointment  of  men 
qualified  by  nature,  habit,  and  inclination  for  the  important  stations  they  are  to 
occupy.  A  mer«»ly  political  appointment  affords  no  guaranties  for  such  capa- 
city, and  the  teachings  of  experience  have  abundantly  demonstrated  that  such 
an  event  can  hardly  be  anticipated.  .  Who  that  has  watched  the  progress  of 
events  in  thb  great  metropolis,  under  our  very  eyes,  for  the  last  three  months, 
can  fail  to  be  convinced  that  the  great  objects  of  prison  discipline,  the  security 
of  the  public,  and  the  reformation  of  the  offender,  can  never  be  secured  while 
the  appoiutrneiits  to  office  are  in  the  hands  of  mere  politicians.  Who  that  has 
witnessed  the  legion,  from  our  penitentiary,  martialed  under  their  own  keeper, 
bmught  up  ro  the  city,  drilled,  and  prepared  to  vote  down  the  honest  freemen 
of  the  county :  and  has  neen  officers,  cognizant  of,  and  conniving  in  the  busi- 
ness, Htill  continued  in  power,  and  controlling  the  same  prison,  can  fail  to  be 
convincf*d  that  the  power  of  appointments  to  offices  in  our  prisons  should  be 
lodged  in  somo  other  hands  than  those  of  the  political  authorities,  if  we  wish 
to  secure  the  purity  of  our  elections,  the  discipline  of  our  prisons,  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  convicts,  and  the  protection  of  the  public. 

Duties  of  the  Officers. 

As  undei-stood  and  practised  at  present,  the  duties  of  the  inspectors  are  ex- 
ceedingly circumscribed,  extending  little  further  than  to  the  appointment  of 
subordinate  officers,  an  inquiry  now  and  then  of  the  keeper  as  to  the  manage- 
ment, and  a  monthly  supervision  and  examination  of  the  accounts.  As  the  pub- 
lic mind  is  extremely  sensitive  in  regard  to  the  last  particular,  it  is  almost  the 
only  one  which  receives  any  attention  from  their  hands.  This  arises,  no  doubt, 
from  the  fact,  that  almost  any  abuse  will  be  tolerated  sooner  than  a  call  upon 
the  State  for  support.  But  the  high  and  responsible  trust  confided  to  our 
inspectors  is  not  to  be  acceptably  fulfilled  by  an  undivided  attention  to  offi- 
cial appointments,  or  a  consideration  of  mere  dollars  and  cents.  They 
must  be  ever  vigilant,  watching  within  as  well  as  without  the  prison.  The  po- 
lice regulations  of  the  prison — the  health,  the  comfort,  and  the  moral  renovation 
of  the  convict,  are  intrusted  to  their  care.  Instead  of  visiting  the  prison  once  in 
one  or  two  months,  and  then  hurriedly,  they  should  spend  weeks  at  a  time  with- 
in the  prison  walls,  gain  the  confidence  of  the  prisoners,  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  their  wants,  see  that  abuses  are  not  allowed  to  go  unredressed, 
and  that  the  health  and  the  comfort  of  the  prisoner  is  not  sacrificed  to  the  ease 
or  interest  of  the  subordinate  officers.  From  an  attentive  examination  of  this 
matter,  we  are  persuaded  that  this  is  the  only  line  of  duty  which  can  be  pursued 
with  marked  success,  and  that  as  yet  it  has  been  but  rarely  adequately  per- 
formed. 

Comparison  of  Prison  Systems  and  Reforms. 

The  period  has  perhaps  not  yet  arrived,  when  a  comparison  of  the  several 
systems  of  prison  government  can  lead  to  any  very  satis&ctory  and  determinate 
results.  The  statistics  of  our  prisons  have  heretofore  been  so  loosely  reported, 
and  with  such  fitful  changes,  alike  regardless  of  aim  or  object,  that  we  can  do 
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fittle  more  at  preseDt  than  to  recommend  those  preliminary  measures  which 
•hall  lead  to  the  adoption  of  the  same  system  throughout  our  country,  and  tiiat 
hereafter  the  same  facts  may  be  made  a  matter  of  record  for  all  our  prisons. 
Great  discrimination  should  be  used  in  reporting  these  fieicts,  and  all  the  elements 
which  have  a  bearing  upon  the  subject  thoroughly  investigated  and  honestly 
presented,  regardless  of  consequences ;  or  else  figures  will  prove  but  false  guides 
to  truth,  and  opinions,  supported  by  a  triumphant  array  of  numbers,  will  never- 
theless be  found  to  be  false  in  point  of  fact.  As  an  illustration  of  this  nmtter, 
let  us  suppose  that  in  a  given  State,  by  a  revision  of  their  criminal  code,  a  num- 
ber of  crimes,  which  had  previously  been  punished  with  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary,  should  thereafter  be  made  punishable  in  some  other  way,  or  the 
terms  of  imprisonment  should  be  shortened, — subsequent  reports  would  be 
affected  in  this  manner;  and  unless  this  cause  of  difference  was  generally 
known,  the  inference  would  necessarily  be,  that  an  improvement  in  the  moral 
coydition  of  the  State  had  taken  place.  The  same  result  might  occur  from  a 
lax  administration  of  the  law,  without  such  change. 

Not  long  since,  the  separate  system  of  prison  discipline,  in  one  of  our  State 
prisons,  was  denounced  in  the  most  unmeasured  language,  because  a  fourth  part 
of  all  tlie  convicts  became  insane  under  its  administration.  A  change,  how- 
ever, was  proposed,  and  a  new  system  adopted,  under  which  only  one-sixth  of 
the  convicts  that  have  since  entered  have  become  insane — a  fact  evidently  show- 
ing that,  in  both  instances,  these  cases  of  mental  derangement  were  the  results 
either  of  local  causes  or  mal-administration. 

To  promote  uniformity  in  regard  to  the  facts  reported  in  relation  to  our 
prisons,  we  earnestly  recommend  to  each  warden,  keeper,  or  other  official,  that 
he  yearly  communicate  to  the  Legislature  a  statement  of  the  following 
&cts,  viz. :  The  whole  number  of  convicts  at  the  close  of  the  year;  the  number 
of  receipts  and  discharges,  designating  whether  discharged  by  pardon,  death, 
expiration  of  sentence,  order  of  court,  or  escape ;  the  crimes  for  which  the 
prisoners  were  committed ;  their  age,  sex,  color,  occupation  in  prison,  and  before 
they  entered ;  social  relations,  habits  of  life,  state  of  instruction,  state  of  health  on 
entry ;  the  number  of  lunatics,  distinguishing  cases  of  masturbation ;  the  numbers 
employed  at  each  particular  occupation,  and  the  aggregate  number  of  days  so 
employed ;  number  of  re-convictions,  distinguishing  the  prisons  in  which  they 
have  previously  been  incarcerated.  To  this  should  be  added  a  simple  and  plain 
statement  of  the  receipts  of  the  prison  from  each  particular  occupation,  and 
from  every  source,  so  separated  and  distinguished  that  no  two  accounts  shall  be 
united ;  and  the  same  course  should  be  taken  with  the  receipts.  A  distinction 
should  be  made  between  the  coal  and  other  articles  consumed  for  manu&cturing, 
and  that  necessary  for  support  Furniture  and  stock  accounts,  and  furniture 
and  clothing,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  should  never  be  united.  It  is  exceed- 
ingly desirable  that  these  reports  should  afford  us  the  means  of  discovering 
exactly  the  average  cost  per  day,  of  each  prison,  for  the  support  of  each  con- 
vict ;  the  average  daily  cost,  per  head,  of  the  government ;  and  average  daily 
expense  for  miscellaneous  disbursements. 

The  following  tabular  forms  are  recommended  for  keeping  the  record  of  ad- 
missions into  our  State  prisons,  and  for  reporting  yearly  the  vanous  fiicts  which 
are  subjects  of  record  in  our  prisons. 
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REPORT 


OF    THE 


COMMITTEE  OF  INVESTIGATION 


SING  SING— FEMALE  PRISON. 


The  State  priflon  at  Sing  Sing  consists  of  two  departments,  one  for  malea  and  the 
other  for  females.  Both  are  under  the  control  of  the  same  board  of  inspectors,  and  an 
provided  for  by  the  same  agent ;  nevertheless,  they  possess  a  distinct  organization  to 
fiur  as  relates  to  their  internal  police,  and  are  presided  over,  the  one  by  a  male,  and  the 
other  by  a  female  keeper  or  matron.  The  female  prison  is  an  imposing  building,  ooci* 
stracted  of  white  marble,  with  a  Doric  front  or  portico.  The  west  end  is  occupied 
by  the  matron  and  her  family  for  a  dwelling-house,  and  the  remainder  of  the  buildiiig 
as  a  prison.  It  is  situated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  looks  westward,  and  upon  tlie 
Hudson  river.  Besides  the  main  prison,  there  is  a  workshop  on  the  southeastern  side, 
capable  of  accommodating  the  female  convicts ;  and  on  the  northern  or  northweatem 
dde  are  two  large  and  separate  cells,  with  yards  attached,  for  the  purposes  of  puniih- 
ment. 

The  prison  part  of  the  edifice  is  surrounded  by  a  high  wall.  The  internal  uraiige- 
ments  of  the  prison  are  similar  to  those  of  most  prisons  on  the  Auburn  plan;  the  celb, 
however,  are  larger,  and  the  enclosing  building  more  spacious;  there  are  three  galleriea 
of  cells,  with  twenty-four  cells  in  each  gallery,  or  seventy-two  cells  in  aU.  The  cellawe 
badly  ventilated,  but  in  other  respects  appear  to  be  as  comfortable  as  cells  in  primui 
on  the  Auburn  plan  can  be.  They  are  in  general  neatly  kept,  provided  with  BiUca 
and  prayer-books,  and  in  almost  every  cell  we  found  a  number  of  other  books  of  an  in- 
teresting character,  and  always  of  a  moral  tendency.  The  prison  is  warmed  by  stows 
placed  in  the  corridors.  At  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  corridors,  along  the  end  of 
the  building,  is  an  elevated  platform,  with  acconunodadons  for  seating  the  priioii* 
ers  and  officers,  and  a  desk  for  the  chaplain.  This  is  used  as  a  chapel,  reading,  and 
lecture-room.  Underneath  it  is  the  nursery,  where  all  the  children,  unfortonatriy 
bom  in  prison,  are  kept  until  of  sufficient  age  to  be  provided  for  elsewhere.  Previona 
to  the  establishment  of  this  nursery,  every  child  bom  in  the  prison  had  died :  at  preaent 
there  are  three  healthy,  fine-looking  children  there,  the  eldest  probably  between  two 
and  three  years  of  age. 

The  same  difficulty  exists  within  as  without  the  prison,  in  relation  to  employing 
females  profitably.  Till  quite  recently,  on  account  of  the  small  number  which  ooold  b# 
profitably  employed,  much  time  was  devoted  to  reading  in  the  chapel,  and  to  leotaraa 
from  the  matron ;  within  a  short  time,  however,  a  contract  for  making  buttons  hM 
been  obtained,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  females  are  now  engaged  in  this  busineaik 
A  few  trim  hats.  These  are  believed  to  be  the  only  employments  for  femalea  in  dna 
prison  that  are  productive 

Ttab  appearance  of  this  prison  to  a  stranger  is  at  once  both  interesting  and  peealiar. 
On  first  entering  it  he  is  forcibly  impressed  with  the  air  of  neatneas,  quiet,  and  oomfort 
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^vlifcb  ieenif  to  perrade  it  loitead  of  an  effort  to  make  the  priaon  aa  dark,  gloomj,  and 
forbidding  as  fiossible,  there  9eeDis  to  be  a  studied  design  to  make  the  beat  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  to  embellish  it  with  all  ihose  little  graces  and  omamenis  not  inappropriate  to  the 
place  or  the  object.  TUis  cheerful  opening  seemed  to  present  to  us  either  a  profound 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  or  a  pitiful  display  of  woman's  weakness.  We  were 
disposed  to  look  upon  it  in  the  former  light,  and  we  were  pleased  to  find  our  atten 
tion  atracted  on  our  entrance  by  a  glass  box,  in  which  are  deposited  articles  of  handi- 
craft  mide  by  the  women  in  their  leisure  hours,  and  there  placed  to  be  aold  for  the 
benefit  uf  the  library.  The  idea  we  thought  most  happy,  aod  calculated  in  many 
ways  to  exert  an  important  and  salutary  influence  on  the  prison.  Passing  along  the  cor- 
ridor, we  observed,  hanging  against  the  wall,  some  very  large  maps  used  for  the  instmo- 
tion  of  the  convicts: — in  the  windows,  now  and  tnen,  a  pot  occupied  by  some  choice 
flower: — between  them  tables  at  which  many  of  the  women  were  ironing,  and  a 
book-case,  filled  with  choice  books,  for  the  use  of  the  establishment.  To  give  strength 
to  the  picture,  we  may  add  the  quiet,  orderly,  subdued,  and  cheerful  appearance  of  the 
convicts ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  tall  pile  In  the  centre  of  the  room,  with  its  galle- 
ries and  grated  doors,  we  might  have  believed  ourselves  within  the  precincts  of  some 
well-governed  boarding-school,  rather  than  within  the  walls  of  a  prison. 

The  law  of  silence,  which  for  some  time  was  attempted  to  be  enforced,  has  been 
partially  abrogated,  and,  with  certain  restraints  and  limitations,  the  prisoners  aro 
aOowed  to  converse  with  each  other.  This  indulgence  has  been  continued  now  for 
more  than  a  year,  without  any  evil  results;  and  if  we  may  believe  the  evidence 
afforded  by  personal  inspection  and  the  concurrent  testimony  of  keepers,  convicts, 
md  the  record  of  the  conduct  books,  we  may  consider  it  a  highly  successful  ezperi<v 
nent.  But  notwithstanding  all  this  apparent  order,  quiet,  and  good  government  within, 
it  ia  not  to  be  disguised  that  there  are  those  without  who  have  attacked  its  administra- 
tbn  with  great  violence.  These  individuals  hold  such  prominent  positions  in  the  com- 
nnnity  as  make  it  a  duty  we  owe  alike  to  the  State,  the  prison,  and  them,  to  give  their 
eompUinta  a  most  thorough  and  satisfactory  investigation.  The  committee  therefore  de- 
voted a  large  porticm  of  their  time  to  an  elucidation  of  this  matter;  and  that  they  may 
not  forfeit  the  confidence  of  the  community  by  substituting,  in  the  place  of  evidence, 
oondoaions  and  reflections  of  their  own,  present  the  entire  testimony  as  taken  under 
oath  before  them.  It  will  be  perceived  that  this  testimony  is  principally  confined  to 
the  defence ;  and  the  committee  exceedingly  regret  that  they  could  not  prevail  on  the 
attacking  party,  either  by  persuasion  or  entreaty,  to  meet  fully  and  manfully  the 
charges  they  made. 

The  following  items  of  evidence,  while  they  explain  the  different  facts  in  relation  to 
the  chargea  made  against  the  prison,  will  give  an  accurate  view  of  the  past  compared 
with  the  present  condition  of  the  prison,  and  thna  preclude  the  necesaity  of  any  remarks 


TESTIMONY- 

The  emnmittee  commeDcad  their  examinatian  by  addrenmg  the  foUowing  tkota  to 
te  Rev.  Mr.  Lnckey:-^ 

Sing  Sing,  Oct,  28, 1846. 
Bit.  JoHSf  Luckit— 

Dear  Sir:  The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  Prison  Association,  appointed  to 
inspect  and  examine  the  Mount  Pleasant  Prison,  in  compliance  with  an  act  of  the 
LegittUture,  passed  April,  1846,  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  they  purpose  to  examine 
biu  the  ehar^pes  made  by  yon,  in  a  late  number  of  the  New  York  Sun,  against  Eliza 
W.  Fambam,  keeper  of  tlw  fomale  department  of  the  prison ;  and  for  that  purpose  will 
kold  a  mwni iif  in  ifat  iMpectoca'  room  ia  the  fcmala  priaop,  oommapdng  at  9  o^tock. 
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on  Thnrsday  morning,  the  29th  intt.,  and  oontinning  nntil  one  o'clock  of  iiaid  day,  and 
loogep  if  requisite.  You  and  your  lady  are  invited  to  attend  that  meeting  fir  tha 
purpoie  of  subiktantiating  the  said  charges;  and  you  are  hereby  requested  to  prepare 
and  make  such  other  charges  as  are  coni^istent  with  truth,  aud  as  you  may  think  the 
interests  of  the  pn&on  and  the  good  of  society  require. 

JOHN  D.  HU33. 

One  of  the  bitptcting  C^mmiltee^ 

To  which  they  received  the  following  answer  from  Mrs.  Lnckey,  marked  No.  ?. 

which  is  believed  to  cover  the  whole  ground  occupied  by  Mr.  Luckey  in  hid  published 

statenoent,  and  to  open  new  charges.     At  the  same  Ji me  they  received  the  following 

conunuuication  from  Miss  Sarah  Knox,  marked  No.  3,  formerly  assistant  matron  under 

Mrs.  Faruham : — 

(No.  2.)  Sinff^Sing,  Oetohtr  28,  1^46. 

To   THE    COMMITTK*   OF   InVESTIOATION — 

Gentlkmen: — By  request,  I  furnish  for  your  use  the  following  itemi  of  complaint 
made  by  me  against  Mrs.  Funibam,  matron  of  the  female  prison. 

1st.  The  use  of  improper  books,  both  in  the  morning  reading  in  the  chapel^  and  in 
the  general  distribotion  among  the  convicts. 

2nd.  Mal-ad ministration  of  discipline. 

3rd.  Unlawful  use  of  convictsi'  time  and  labor.  * 

4th.  An  indiiference  to  the  interest  of  the  State. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  would  simply  say  that  her  general  course  in  the  prismv 
■o  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing,  has  been  calculated  to  counteract  any 
good  moral  influence  which  the  cha[>laiu  might  be  so  happy  as  to  obtain  amon^  tho 
prisoners.  /xt     o  v  D-  LUCKETY. 

QiAlO.  O.) 

To  the  Committee  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  Prieons  cU  Sing  Sing~-^ 

Gentlemen  : — I  would  direct  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mrs^  Famham,  to  my 
knowledge,  was  in  the  habit  of  using  State  g(»ods ;  also  that  she  employed  the  w.imen 
unlawfully  to  work  for  herself  and  family.  She  was  unjust  in  her  treatment  of  keepers, 
and  cruel  in  her  treatment  of  convicts,  and  manifested  a  want  of  integrity  in  gouem}, 
such  as,  in  my  opinion,  had  an  improper  influence  on  the  minds  and  morals  of  ibo 
women.  For  further  particulars  I  would  refer  you  to  the  minutes  of  the  late  investi- 
gation. Respectfully, 

October  28,  1846.  SABAH  KNOX. 

To  substantiate  these  charges  the  committee  first  called  Miss  Knox,  wlio,  upon  beiag 
questioned,  refused  to  answer  unless  a  full  investigation  of  all  the  charges  contained  io 
her  letter  was  entered  into.  The  committee  refused,  for  the  ibllowing  reasons,  to 
review  those  parts  of  the  charges  that  have  already  been  made  the  subject  of  a  formal 
examination,  and  passed  upon  by  the  Board  of  Inspectors. 

1st.  Becanse  their  object  was  to  investigate  the  then  condition  of  the  prison;  and 
roost  of  the  facts  proposed  to  be  proved  were  charged  as  having  occurred  more  than  a 
year  previous,  and  had  all'  been  investigated. 

2od.  Because  the  facts  charged  as  having  occurred  under  one  boatd  of  iBspecton, 
were  examined  by  another  board ;  and,  after  a  patient  examination  of  the  whol» 
matter,  (the  testimony  in  which  investigation  was  before  your  committee,)  they  pasaed 
the  following  resolution,  marked  No.  4: — . 

"  Resohedf  That  the  board  have  seen  nothing  in  the  examination  connected  with 
the  preceding  re[)ort,  to  diminish,,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  full  aud  moat  entire  don- 
fideuce  which  they  have  entertained  for  the  principal  matron  of  this  prison  during  thoir 
f  onnection  therewith." 

Miss  Knox  accompanied  her  refusal  to  testify  with  the  following  statement  of  her 
objections, 

Messrs.  Jo  hit  D.  Russ  and  John  Duxr — 

Gkntlrmek: — My  objections  to  submitting  to  an  examination  before  yoa  aa  tba 
Prison  Association  Committee,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  I  have  thought  beat  to  gire 
|n  my  own  language,  for  my  own  satisfaction.    They  are  aa  follows,  to  wit>— 
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Ut.  The  Committee  refase  to  allow  a  statement  of  those  items  giren  before  the 
ooarr]  at  the  lute  iuvestigatinn. 

Slid.  BecaiiHe,  iu  my  opiuiun,  the  end  in  view  could  not  have  been  answered  nnlest 
the  corresponding  evidence  contained  in  the  minates  of  that  investigation  could  have 
been  ftiithfully  and  carefully  examined. 

Very  respectfully, 

October  f>9tk,  1846.  SARAH  KNOX. 

The  Committee  next  called  Mrs.  Lnckey,  wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Lnckey,  late  Chap* 
liiiu  of  the  Sing  Sing  prison,  who  testified  as  follows : — 

Mrs,  Dinah  Luckey,  wife  of  the  late  Chaplain. 

Q.  What  was  your  connection  with  the  prison  7 

A.  I  was  requested  by  the  board  of  inspectors,  when  Mrs.  F.  was  fint  ^ipointed 
matron,  to  assist  her  in  the  performance  of  ner  duties. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  ?    • 

A.  One  month. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  been  an  assistant  since  T 

A.  Yes,  about  three  months,  between  April,  1844.  and  July,  1845,  and  hsre  boea 
here  generally  every  Sunday  since,  till  last  November. 

Q.  You  state,  as  first  charge*  the  use  of  improper  books.  Please  state  the  namet 
of  such  books,  the  time  when  used,  and  by  whom  used  7 

A.  Nicholas  Nickleby  and  Oliver  Twist,  and  some  miscellaneons  books,  which  Icoii> 
flder  improper — do  not  recollect  the  name. 

Q.  Was  the  Bible  read  at  all  7 

A.  I  never  heard  it  except  on  funeral  occasions. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  improper  books  distribated  to  the  prisoners,  and  if  so,  bj 
whom  7 

A.  There  were  books  equally  improper,  lying  about  in  the  prison,  and  lent  to  the 
eouvicts— such  as  Arrah  Neal ;  and  I  found  with  one  of  the  convicts,  the  H— -Fami- 
ly, and  the  Wandering  Heiress. 

Q.  Were  those  books  distributed  by  Mrs.  F.,  or  had  she  knowledge  of  such  distri- 
bution 7 

A.  She  had,  or  ought  to  have  had,  as  they  were  lying  about  in  the  prison. 

Q.  Have  ^ou  ever  been  present  when  any  of  the  keepers  were  reaoing  novels  to  the 
convicts  while  at  work  7 

A.  I  have;  and  have  myself  read  stories  to  them,  although  I  did  not  approve  of  it 

Q.  What  was  the  character  of  the  stories  you  read  7 

A.  Of  a  moral  tendency. 

Q.  Were  there  any  improper  books  in  the  library  7 

A.  I  believe  not,  after  the  examination  made  by  Mr.  Luckey,  which  examination  was 
made  by  direction  of  the  Inspectors.  Since  the  examination,  the  library  was  under 
Air.  L.'s  control,  till  he  left  the  prison.    The  examination  took  place  about  July,  1845. 

Q.  Were  there  any  novels  or  works  of  fiction  left  in  the  library  after  Mr.  L.'s  exam- 
ination 1 

A.  Yea,  several ;  and  among  the  rest.  Miss  Edgworth*s. 

Q.  When  did  you  obser^'e  the  introduction  of  works  of  this  character  7 

A.  Not  till  after  a  few  months  had  elapsed. 

Q.  Did  you  remonstrate  with  Mrs.  F.  in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  these  books  ? 

A.  I  made  an  attempt  to  do  so,  at  Mr.  Luckey's  request,  under  favorable  circam- 
■laDces;  but  Mre.  F.  absolutely  declined  any  conversation  upon  the  snbject. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  facts  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  improper  books, 
^rbich  you  wish  to  state  ? 

A.  I  think  I  obser%'ed  bad  effects  from  this  kind  of  reading  upon  the  minds  of  seve- 
ral of  the  convicts ;  and  I  think  it  had  an  unfisvorable  tendency,  as  it  gave  them  a  love 
ftir  novel  reading  averse  to  labor.     Works  of  this  kind  were  constantly  lyiiiff  about. 

Q.  Was  the  administration  of  discipline  in  your  judgment  defective ;  and  if  so,  iu  what 
particular  7 

A.  Defective  in  system,  as  I  could  never  discover  what  her  system  was:  it  was  an 
mjast  and  capricious  distribution  of  rewards  and  punishments.  Thus,  some  i>erM)ns 
^rere  punishea  for  talking,  while  others  were  suffered  to  talk  with  impunity ;  wliile  the 
law  was  still  in  force  in  regard  to  talking.  I  have  seen  gruups  of  prisoners  talking  and 
bnghmg,  and  only  slifhtly  reproved  if  they  talked  too  loud;  while  others  were  pon- 
'  for  talking.    In%ot,  the  law  of  silence  was  oneqoal  or  u^[Qil  in  \ta  ip^Sc%tiin^ 
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Q.  Were  any  of  the  fiicts  yoa  haye  ttated,  as  an  evidence' of  lax  disciplioe,  Icaownto 
Mrt.  F.l 

A.  They  were ;  for  I  made  her  acquainted  with  them  myself;  to  which  she  paid  no 
attention.  Mrs.  F.  sometimes  gave  orders  to  one  convict  through  another  convict,  on- 
known  to  the  assistant  keepers,  which  sometimes  occasioued  difficulty. 

Q.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  course  of  government  before  Mrs.  F.  came  here  f 

A.  Not  intimately  acquainted. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  prison  when  yon  entered  it  ? 

A.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  prison  immediately  prenous  to  Mrs.  F.*s  entry ;  Vat 
when  Mrs.  F.  entered  she  made  some  new  arrangements,  which  she  found  it  difficolt  tu 
carry  into  effect,  on  account  of  the  opposition  of  ttie  prisoners. 

Q.  What  were  those  arrangements,  and  what  were  the  evils  she  proposed  to  cor 
roct? 

A.  The  arrangements  to  which  I  have  alluded  were  not  disciplinary,  but  merely  a 
change  in  the  circumstances  of  the  prisoners,  such  as  change  of  cells  and  seats.  There 
was  no  new  system  enforced. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  facts  to  state,  to  show  the  mal-administration  of  the  prison? 

A.  Mrs.  F.  commenced  with  an  apparent  intention  of  carrying  out  a  tburough  and 
vigoroaa  system  of  discipline ;  but  I  believe  she  £iiled  in  its  execution.  A  fact  in  point: 
while  one  woman  swore  she  would  not  obey  Mrs.  F.,  and  did  not,  and  was  not  pun- 
i^ed, others,  for  simply  speakin^,  were  punished.  There  were  some  women  who  would 
not  do  State  work,  but  said  they  were  willing  to  work  for  officers;  and  this  disposition 
■aemed  to  bo  encouraged  by  the  officers,  or,  at  any  rate,  not  discouraged.  In  fact,  a 
general  feeling  seemed  to  prevail,  and  to  be  increasing,  that  convicts  would  work  for 
any  one  rather  than  the  State.  To  illustrate  the  effect  of  improper  readiiis :  I  recollect, 
on  one  occasion,  several  convicts  engaged  in  ezaminmz  drawings  of  the  latest  fashiona, 
which  led  to  a  conversation  among  ihem  in  regaixl  to  dress.  One  said  she  had  a  white 
satin  dress  given  her,  which  she  spoiled  in  a  single  night.  Another  replied,  that  is  no- 
thing; I  have  walked  Broadway  m  a  white  satin  dress  and  slippers.  The  whole  indi* 
eating  a  feeline  little  in  accordance  with  what  ought  to  exist  in  a  prison. 

A  woman  that  I  had  observed  in  a  wowi  state  of  feeling,  deeply  penitent,  after  • 
abort  time  changed ;  and  when  I  asked  her  if  she  felt  as  she  used  to  do,  and  read  her 
Bible  still,  she  said  no,  she  could  not  bear  it  any  longer ;  that  she  h>id  been  reading 
novels  for  the  last  three  months.  I  know  it  ia  wicked  ;  1  hate  the  keepers ;  I  hate  every 
hody.  I  don't  see  why  something  could  not  happen  to  me,  as  well  as  to  others,  to  grow 
rich  and  be  a  fine  lady.  D.  LUCKEY. 

After  some  days  had  elapsed.  Miss  Knox  so  far  changed  her  determination,  in  rclaSioa 
to  her  refusal  to  testify,  as  to  volunteer  the  following  evidence : — 

I  agree  in  the  statements  above  made  by  Mrs.  Luokey,  many  of  which  are  personany 
known  to  me,  and  all  of  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  are  true,  and  will  add,  m 
reference  to  reading,  that  Nicholas  Nickleby  and  Christmas  Carolii,  were  taken  up  and 
read  in  course,  sometimes  half  an  hour,  and  sometimes  more.  Mrs.  Famham  allfiwed 
one  matron  to  countermand  orders  of  another.  One  morning  I  had  charge  uf  the 
shop  ;  Miss  Malloiy  was  lialUkeeper.  I  had  ordered  two  women,  as  usual,  to  scrub 
shop ;  they  a^ked  me  if  they  coulu  do  it  whilo  Mrs.  Farnham  was  readinz ;  I  told 
them  yes.  This  was  of  frequent  occtirrence.  Pretty  soon  they  came  and  told  me  Miaa 
Mallory  had  ordered  them  m.  I  said  nothing.  Presently  one  of  them  told  me  Misa 
Mallory  had  ordered  her  to  her  seat,  and  ordered  a  very  turbulent  young  girl  to  acrab 
in  her  place.  I  always  chose  the  most  quiet,  to  prevent  annoyance.  When  we 
finished  reading.  Mrs.  F.  came  to  shop,  and  I  told  her  in  low  tone  the  circumstance.  I 
then  told  her  I  thought  it  best,  in  future,  not  to  take  notice  of  orders  not  coming  direct 
from  her.  She  replied,  we  must  take  orders  from  each  otlier.  Miss  M.  is  much  the 
youn^t.  I  then  inqnired,  who  should  scrub ;  she  replied,  the  woman  I  had  first 
mentioned;  although  she  did  not  reprove  Miss  Mallory  fiw  interference  with  heronler, 
and  this  was  her  constant  habit  A  woman  was  refractory;  1  talked  kiudl^  tn  her, 
and  at  last  I  told  her  I  should  be  obliged  to  have  her  punished.  She  told  me  it  would 
do  no  good,  as  I  had  tried  to  get  her  punished  before,  and  it  waa  nut  noticed. 

SARAH  KNOX. 

Aa  Mr.  Lackey  wai  out  of  town  ait  the  tijae,  the  committee  next  cafled  Miia  Senh 
lltUory ,  in  apiialant  OMtnn,  wbo,  qq  bong  iat^mfttad,  depoied  ••  fiiDpwa  >- 
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tttdb  IbDory  hM  been  two  jem,  Ittt  April,  ■Mittintdtfco. 

Q.  Heve  Tna  any  knowledge  of  the  record  of  paoishmenti,  and  hj  ^i^tam  it  b  kepCt 

A.  Mra.  Femham;  bat  toat  originally  a  record  was  kept  by  eaeh  matroii,  mil 
seported  to  Mra.  Farnham*  who  fnioi  tbem  framed  the  general  record. 

Q.  Why  waa  thia  method  abandoned  T 

A.  Punkhmenta  were  lo  ilight  and  infreqoent  that  it  waa  no  longer  fhini|;hl 
important. 

Q.  Were  any  pnnuhmenta  inflicted  withoat  the  mnction  of  Mra.  Famham  t 

A.  The  conrae  baa  alwayt  been  to  refer  the  conduct  to  Mra.  F.,  and  ■he  akae 
^lirpcted  punishment.  v 

Q.  Have  you  ever  peraonally  ezammed  the  record  since  you  have  been  here  T 

A.  Yet. 

Q.  According  to  your  knowledge  and  belief,  are  the  entries  made  therem  entbely 
aecnrate  ? 

A.  Yea. 

Q.  Do  yoQ  know,  or  have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  that  any  panishmenti  hir* 
Jieen  inflicted  not  entered  on  the  record  f 

A.  I  know  of  none,  and  have  no  reason  to  believe  there  have  been  any. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  injurious  conseonences  having  resulted  to  prisoners  from 
pinishment,  particularly  the  gag  and  straight  jacket  7 

A.  No. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  individual  who  after  undergoing  solitary  confinement  on 
l)reed  and  water,  or  after  confinement  with  sag  and  straight  jacket,  was  immediately 
•ent  to  the  hospital,  where  she  languished  anu  nnally  die<l? 

A.  I  have  no  very  distinct  reaillectifni  of  any  case  of  that  nature,  although  I  think 
there  was  one,  soon  after  my  arrival,  who  was  taken  fnim  her  cell  to  the  hospital,  but 
•be  recovered  ;  and  another  case  of  a  female  who  had  recently  been  the  subject  of  pnn 
ishroent,  who  was  placed  in  the  hovpitai,  where  slie  died  in  the  course  of  the  autnnm; 
l>at  cau*t  say  she  was  taken  directly  from  her  cell  to  the  hospital. 

Q.  Has  there  be^n  an  increase  or  a  diminution  of  the  number  and  severity  of  ponisb- 
nenta  since  you  have  been  here  f 

A.  Diminution  very  great. 

Q.  To  what  cause  do  yon  attribute  the  decrease  ?  Has  there  been  relazation  in  di»> 
cipline,  or  an  improvement  in  conduct? 

A.  The  latter — to  Mrs.  F.*s  excellent  management  and  discipline. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  improper  books  placed  at  any  time  in  the  hands  of  priion> 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  books  being  used  by  convicts  except  such  as  are  in  the  library  ? 

A.  Yes.     We  have  all  of  us  lent  them  our  own  books. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  books  being  lent  to  convicts  that  did  not  belong  to  the  li- 
brary, or  were  not  lent  by  officers  T 

A.  I  do  not 

Q.  What  has  been  the  character  of  the  books  lent  Mrs.  Famham,  or  anistmit  mft- 
tronsT 

A  Of  a  moml  and  religious  tendency,  and  suited  to  the  state  of  mind  in  yrhich  the 
priionen  were. 

Q.  Can  you  specify  any  books  which  you  yourself  have  lent  to  the  prisonenf 

A.  Old  White  Meeting  House,  and  Welcome  to  Jesus  Christ,  Silvia  Pelico,  and  oofi 
volume  of  Lady  of  Manor :  probably  othera,  the  names  of  which  I  cannot  now  recall. 

Q.  How  often  were  books  from  the  library  distributed  among  the  prisoneriT 

A.  Once  a  week. 

Q.  To  whom  are  books  distributed  1 

A.  To  all  who  read,  aud  those  who  do  not  have  picture  books  given  them  in  their 
esUs. 

Q.  Are  any  books,  at  any  time,  pnbluJy  read  by  Blm  Faraham  or  MBatmtit 

A.  Yes,  formerly,  often. 

Q.  When  does  such  reading  take  place 

A.  It  used  to  daily,  immediately  after  breakfiMt,  but  has  recently  been 
«i  scconnt  of  work. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  books  so  reed  T  .  i     zt     u  . 

A.  Such  as  were  adapted  to  jive  reli^ous  or  moral  mstniction^the  Bible,  Combe  a 
Fhjsiology,  and  Combe  on  the  Constitution  of  Man.   In  readmg  the  latter,  Mrs.  F.  nade 
ten  text-booka  for  lectures.    Curiosity  Shop,  parts  of  Oliver  Twial,  iiA^Vh<aaa 
lUleby— these  are  all  I  now  recollect,  except  select  poema  and  eiXnc^  wminftl^ 
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sinet ;  and  I  particalarly  racoQect  the  Sexton's  Daughter,  the  Prisoner  of  ChTHon,  and 
Mre.  F/fl  Life  in  Prairie  Land.  SARAH  8.  MALLORY. 

Sing  Sing,  October  30,  1846. 

Alfirmed  tu  before  me,  JOHN  D.  RUSS. 

The  atatements  made  by  Miu  Mallury  are  tbui  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  Mis? 
Beers: — 

Caroline  L.  Beers  has  been  assistant  matron  abont  fifteen  months. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  record  of  punishment,  and  by  whom  it  has  been 
kept?  /  .  , 

A.  No,  sir.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  keep  a  conduct  bonk  since  I  have  been  here, 
exceptiug,  alwavd,  the  note  which  is  made  ou  the  diury  of  the  principal  matron.  I 
know  uotUiiiv  about  the  conduct  book,  and  have  never  even  looked  iuto  it. 

Q.  Oil  YOU  know  wliat  number  of  puaiihments  have  been  iufiicted,  their  kind,  char- 
acter, and  severity,  tfiuce  you  have  been  matron^ 

A.  The  gag  and  straigbt-jucket  have  been  applied  three  or  four  times ;  I  think  not  to 
exceed  four.  Other  puuisbmeut  slight — such  as  confinement  to  cell,  deprivation  of 
fooJ. 

Q.  How  long  has  any  individual  been  deprived  of  food  at  any  one  timeT 

A.  Not  more  than  one  meal. 

Q.  How  often  is  punishment  of  any  kind  inflicted  ?  I  mean,  by  punishment,  to  in- 
dude  reproof  and  admonition. 

A.  There  are  weeks  when  we  do  not  have  even  to  reprimand  prisoners;  and  I  do 
not  believe  the  punishments  will  average  two  per  month. 

Q.  In  addition  to  the  punishments  already  stated,  are  there  any  other  T 

A.  The  convicts  are  deprived  of  books ;  dress  altered ;  absolute  silence  enjoined ;  the 
disapprobation  of  officers,  expressed  by  not  addressing  them. 

Q.  Is  the  law  of  silence  wholly  abolished  ? 

A.  Not  entirely.  During  the  hours  of  ^bor  silence  is  enforced  ;  but  morning  or  even- 
ing convicts  are  allowed  to  walk  in  the  yard  about  fifteen  minutes,  and  conversation  is 
allowed,  provided  they  do  not  abuse  the  privilege ;  but  always  in  the  presence  of 
keepers. 

Q.  Im  conversation  allowed  with  one  another  at  any  other  time  ? 

A.  Not  unless  by  special  permission,  and  relative  to  business. 

Q.  Are  there  not  frequent  violations  of  the  rule  in  this  respect  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Has  there  been  an  increase  or  diminution  of  the  number  and  severity  of  punish- 
ments during  the  past  year  7 

A.  Considerable  diminution. 

Q.  To  what  cause  do  you  attribute  this  change  ? 

A.  To  moral  influences,  and  to  the  time  spent  in  reasoning  with  and  instructing  the 
convicts. 

Q.  Has  there  been  a  relaxation  of  discipline,  or  an  improvement  in  conduct,  during 
this  period  7 

A.  No  relaxation  of  discipline,  but  an  improvement  in  conduct. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  improper  books  having  been  at  any  time  lent  to  any  of  the 
convicts  f 

A.  I  do  not 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  books  having  been  lent  to  convicts,  bnt  such  as  are  in  the 
library  ? 

A.  Occasionally  the  officers  have  lent  some  of  them  books. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  books  having  been  lent  to  convicts  that  did  not  belong  to  the 
library,  or  which  were  lent  by  the  officers  7 

A.  I  have  no  actual  knowledge  of  such  fact. 

Q.  What  bus  been  the  character  of  the  btioks  lent  by  Mrs.  F.,  or  assistant  matrons T 

A.  I  cannot  say,  as  I  have  made  no  inquiries  or  examinations. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  books,  not1>e)onging  to  the  library,  in  the  hands  of  the  prison- 
ers, or  lying  about  in  filaces  where  the  prisoners  could  get  hold  of  lliem  ? 

A.  I  have  seen,  occasionally,  one. 

Q.  Did  you  not  consider  it  your  duty  to  examine  such  books,  so  that  yon  might  be 
certain  whether  they  were  proper  or  not  to  be  read  by  convicts? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  names  of  any  books  you  have  so  discovered  in  the  hands  of 
OODTICU  ? 
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A.  Beeonect  bat  •ne—"  Walks  of  UnfalneM.** 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  booki  having  beon  lent  to  the  conTictB  by  the  matronif 

A.  Never  lent  any. 

Q.  How  often  are  books  distributed  to  the  convicts  7 

A.  Every  Saturday  afternoon,  to  all  who  can  read,  except  those  in  ponishment 

Q.  How  often  has  there  been  reading  in  the  chapel  7 

A.  Mrs.  F.  has  read  mornings  in  chapel,  which  has  been  discontinued  on  account  of\ 

A.  Mrs.  F.  has  read  mornings  in  the  chapel,  but  this  has  been  discontinued  on  ao 
con  lit  of  work. 

Q.  What  books  have  been  thus  publicly  read  7 

A.  The  Bible,  Combe's  works,  staudani  works,  and  for  variety,  Life  in  Prairie  Land. 
There  have  been  extracts  from  other  works ;  but  I  know  of  none  having  been  read  in 
course  except  those  named.  CAROLINE  L.  BEERS. 

Sing  Slug,  Oct.  30.  1346. 

Affirmed  to  before  me,        JOHN  D.  RUSS,  One  of  Ike  Inspeeting  Cammitlee. 

Jeanette  Brown  has  been  assistant  matron  since  the  i^rst  week  of  September  last 

Q.  Are  any  books  at  any  time  publicly  read  by  Mrs.  Farnham  or  assistants  ? 

A.  Occasionally  in  the  morning,  and  once  or  twice  at  noon,  bat  such  reading  hai 
been  suspended  in  part,  as  I  underatand,  ns  a  srtrt  of  puuishment  for  irregularities. 

Q.  Can  you  name  any  nf  the  books  so  read  ? 

A.  The  Bible,  and  extracts  fmin  "  Little's  Living  Age,"  and  others,  all  of  which  have 
been  of  a  moral  and  highly  interesting  character. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  oooks  having  been  lent  to  convicts  that  did  not  belong  to  the 
library  7 

A.  Yes ;  I  lent  a  "  Kiss  for  a  Blow."     I  have  seen  no  other  since  T  have  been  here. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  record  of  punishments,  and  by  whom  it  is  keptT 

A.  It  is  kept  by  Mrs.  Farnnam ;  but  I  have  never  examined  it. 

Q.  How  many  pnnishments  have  been  inflicted  since  you  have  been  here  ? 

A.  Jane  Bniwn  has  been  punished  by  confinement  in  the  outer  cell  for  thtee  or  ibar 
weeks;  and  two  or  three  individuals  shut  up  in  the  prison  for  two  or  three  days  on 
ac€:ount  of  expressing  an  interest  in  J.  Brown's  punishment. 

Q.  Have  any  pnnishments  been  inflicted  not  recorded  in  the  conduct  book  ? 

A.  None  that  I  know. 

Q.  Has  there  under  your  observation  been  any  severity  of  discipline  7 

A.  No ;  the  pnnishments  seem  to  be  more  of  a  moral  nature.  Mrs.  Famham  hai 
oow  a  person  under  punishment  to  whom  she  does  not  speak,  and  this  kind  of  punish- 
ment is  working  more  effectually  than  even  the  ^ag  or  straisht-jacket.  It  is  her  usual 
practice  to  come  into  the  shop,  talk  kindly,  and  individually  encourage  tlie  convicts; 
and  this  woman  to-day  told  me  she  could  not  bear  Mrs.  Farnham's  neglect,  as  she  knew 
she  deserved  it.     It  seemed  tr)  be  a  greater  punishment  to  her  than  anything  else. 

Q.  What  modes  of  punishment  are  most  frequently  employed  ? 

A.  Admonition,  reproof,  taking  away  meals,  confinement  m  cells,  etc. 

Sing  Sing,  Nov.  9,  1846. 

Affirmed  to  before  me,  JOHN  D.  RUSS,  One  of  the  Inspecting  CommitUe. 

Mary  Anne  W.  Johnson  has  been  in  this  prison  as  assistant  matron  two  years  last  ApriL 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  record  of  punishment,  and  by  whom  it  is  keptf 

A.  There  is  a  conduct  book  kept  by  Mrs.  Famham,  in  which  all  the  punishments 
«re  recctfded.  I  had  no  conduct  book  myself,  but  other  ladies  had.  I  was  required 
to  keep  a  journal,  and  noted  any  irregularities  in  it. 

Q.  Why  was  this  method  abandoned  1 

A.  I  can  hardly  tell ;  but  the  punishments  were  so  few  and  far  between,  that  I  pre- 
sume it  was  abandoned  from  lacR  of  material. 

Q.  Were  any  punishments  inflicted  without  the  sanction  of  Mrs.  Famham  7 

A.  Never,  except  in  her  absence. 

Q,  Have  you  ever  personally  examined  the  record  since  you  have  been  here  ? 

A.  Yes,  often. 

Q.  According  to  your  knowledge  and  belief,  are  the  entries  made  therein  entirely 
accurate  7 

A.  Yes,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  that  any  pimishment  has  beea 
inflicted  not  entered  in  the  record  7 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  omission,  and  fully  believe  that  every  pnniihmwal 
was  entered. 
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Q.  Do  yoa  know  of  any  injarioas  conieqaeiicef  having  reaolte^  to  priaontn  horn 
pnnifthment,  particularly  the  gag  and  Btraightgacketl 
A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  puniahment  of  Ann  Williams  7 
A.  She  wai  in  pnniBhment  when  I  first  came  into  the  prison. 
Q.  How  long  did  she  continue  in  ponishment  afVer  yoa  came  here  ? 
A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  How  long  was  she  out  of  punishment  before  she  went  to  the  hospital  ? 
A.  I  was  in  the  kitchen,  and  my  attention  was  not  called  to  her,  and  I  cannot  tell. 
Q.  How  long  was  it  after  you  came  here  before  she  died. 
A.  I  cannot  say  exactly,  but  a  long  time — many  months. 
Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  case  of  Laviuia  Richmcmd  7 

A.  Yes.  She  had  been  unwell  fur  some  months,  when  she  made  an  attempt  to 
escape,  and  thus  Siibj«>cted  herself  to  the  punishment  of  solitary  coofiuemput  in  the 
outer  ward  for  thirty  days,  part  of  which  time  (ab«)ut  half)  she  was  kept  on  breiid  ami 
water,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  she  came  into  the  prison  and  woi-ked  ab(»ut  two 
weeks,  afrer  which  s|ie  was  tikeu  to  the  hospital,  where  she  continued  until  her  <leath, 
which  tiMtk  place  some  months  after.  Her  sickness  was  assrruvated,  if  not  produced, 
by  the  sting!*  of  conscience,  as  she  had  been  the  cause  of  biiugiug  au  iuuoceut  person 
to  prison  with  her. 

Q.  Has  there  been  an  increase  or  diminution  of  the  number  of  poiiishments  nacm 
you  have  been  here  7 
A.  Great  diminution. 

Q.  To  what  cause  do  yon  attribute  this  decrease  7 
A.  To  the  moral  intlnence  exerted  over  the  prisoners. 
Q.  Has  there  been  relaxation  of  disci  oline  or  improvement  of  conduct? 
A.  There  has  been  no  relaxation  in  discipline,  but  a  great  improvement  in  conduct ; 
for  while  greater  freedom  is  allowed  the  convicts,  more  perfect  order  is  presei'ved. 
Q.  Do  yuu  know  of  any  improper  books  placed  at  any  time  in  the  hands  of  prisoners  f 
A.  None  that  I  deemed  improper. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  ony  books  being  used  by  convicts,  except  such  as  are  in  tb« 
library  7 
A.  Y(*s ;  the  officers  often  lent  them  books.     I  have  lent  them  many  of  my  own. 
Q.  What  has  been  the  general  character  of  the  books  lent  by  assistant  matnms,  and 
can  yon  menticm  any  so  lent  7 

A.  Miss  Bremer's  works,  D'Anbignie,  Cheveon,  Bnnyan*s  Pilgrim,  Stephens's  Trav 
els  in  South  America,  and  a  vai'iety  of  Sunday-school  books,  and  various  pamphlets  oC 
a  moral  tendency. 

Q.  How  often  were  books  from  the  library  distributed  among  prisoners'? 
A.  Generally  once  a  week. 

Q.  Are  any  books  at  any  time  publicly  read  by  Mrs.  Faniham  or  assistants  7 
A.  Yes.  formerly  ;  but  now  siis(>ende(i  on  account  of  work. 
Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  books  so  read  7 

A.  Combe's  works,  used  as  text-hnoks  for  lectures  on  physical  education ;   soma 
of  Dickens's  works;  the  Crock  of  Gold:  the  Bible;  the  Walks  of  Usefiilness ;  some 
poeticHl   works,  and  on   occasional   article  from  periodicals;  Stephens's  Travels  in 
Palestine ;  Life  in  Prairie  Land  ;  besides,  the  Discovery  of  Columbus,  and  Conquest  of 
Mexico,  umhI  as  text-books  for  lectures. 
Q.  How  long  do  you  ever  remember  a  person  to  have  been  kept  in  panishment } 
A.  Tliere  have  been  two  women  who  remained  in  punishment  until  tlieir  time  ex* 
pii*ed  ;  but  how  long  they  were  iu  can't  saV,  but  think  between  two  and  three  numtht . 
Q.  Were  they  all  the  time  kept  on  bread  and  water  1 

A.  I  dont  know  as  to  the  entiro  period,  but  during  the  last  three  weeks  I  attended 
one  of  ihem  myself,  and  know  she  had  common  rations. 
Q.  How  often  is  the  sag  used  7 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  its  having  been  used  more  than  twice  during  last  year. 
Q.  How  long  is  the  use  of  it  c<mtiuued  at  a  time  7 

A.  It  depends  upon  the  state  and  condition  of  the  individual.     I  have  known  it  kept 
in  during  the  night :  but  we  were  constautly  inquiriug  of  the  convict  if  she  would  be 
quiet  if  we  removed  it. 
Q.  Have  you  ever  observed  bad  effects  from  the  nseof  it? 
A.  No. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  of  any  partiality  or  nnjost  treatOMDt  in  relation  to  ajpy  of  ibp 
keaperal 
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Q.  Did  Mrs.  F.  or  the  officers  reail  all,  or  only  a  part,  of  Nicholas  Nicklebj  or 
Oliver  Twist  T 

A.  Thene  works  were  generally  read,  tneh  parts  being  omiUed  as  were  deemed 
objectionable. 

Q.  Are  convicts  allowed,  or  have  you  ever  known  them  to  read  during  work 
hours? 

A.  Never  except  when  thero  was  no  work  for  them  to  do,  which  has  often  happened. 
This  remark  applies  only  to  the  shcip- women ;  the  hall  and  kitchen- women  are  allowed 
to  read  whenever  ihey  have  done  their  work.  M.  A  W.  JOHNSON. 

Simg  Sing,  October  31,  1846. 

Affirmed  to  before  me,        JOHN  D.  RUSS,  One  oftb^  CommiUee  of  Jntpeetun. 

Examination  of  Harman  Eldridge,  Esq.,  keeper  of  male  prison,  October  31st,  1846 : 

Q.  How  often  does  Mrs.  Faniham  visit  the  male  department .' 

A.  She  occasionally  attends  church  there,  and  occasionally  to  give  refreshments  to 
the  sick  in  hospital. 

Q.  Is  she  in  the  habit  nf  visiting  the  male  prison  without  permission  ? 

A.  Not  unless  she  requires  medicine  or  some  other  article  from  the  hospital,  and 
then  oiilv  when  tliere  is  no  person  in  the  office,  and  the  necessity  urgent  ? 

Q.  Is  Mrs.  F.  aUowed  any  particular  privilege  in  respect  to  visiting  the  prison  7 

A.  No.     She  is  subject  to  the  same  restriction  as  other  individuals. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  her  at  any  time,  or  in  any  manner,  to  abuse  this  privilege  f 

A.  Never.  But  on  the  contrary^  she  has  always  manifested  a  desire  to  conform  to 
all  the  niles  and  regulations  of  the  prison  in  this  particular. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  known  Mrs.  Faniham  at  any  time  to  enter  the  male  prison  with- 
out being  accompanied  by  some  one  of  the  officers  ? 

A.  Never,  except  in  one  instance,  and  then  she  called  at  the  office,  accompanied  by 
two  gentlemen,  to  get  me  to  accompaiiv  her,  but  I  was  absent  *,  she  told  the  clerk  she 
wauled  to  go  through  the  [prison :  and  he,  being  very  busy,  replied,  '  You  know  the 
way.'  I  recollect  this  visit  particularly,  because  one  of  the  keepers  reported  her  for 
speaking  with  one  of  the  men.  HARMAN  ELDRIDGE. 

Sworn  to  before  me,        JOHN  D.  RUSS. 
Sing  Sing,  Novemher  10,  1846. 

Matthew  D.  Gordon  is  chaplain  to  the  prison,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman  of  the 
presbytery  of  New  York : 

Q.  When  di<l  yon  enter  on  yonr  duties  as  chaplain  ? 

A.  Kurly  in  the  month  of  August  last. 

Q.  How  often  have  yon  religious  ser\*ices  in  the  chapel  of  female  prison  f 

A.  Once  on  every  Sabbath. 

Q  What  has  been  the  general  conduct  and  deportment  of  the  prisoners  doring  the 
•enice  ? 

A.  Oixlerly  and  attentive.  My  attention  has  not  been  called  to  a  single  instance  of 
diaoider. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  prisoners  during  the  week  in  their  cells? 

A.  I  have ;  and  they  have  manifested  a  general  readiness  to  receive  i-eligious  in- 
lEtniction. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  reason  to  believe  or  suspect  that  there  were  influences  operft- 
tiiig  on  their  minds,  tluit  were  adverse  to  the  instnictiou  yon  desired  to  give  7 

A.  I  have  had  no  reason  to  believe,  nor  have  I  suspected,  the  existence  of  any  such 
influence. 

Q.  What  control  do  you  exercise  over  the  books  they  are  permitted  to  read  ? 

A.  I  have  the  entire  contnil.  The  library  is  under  my  charge  as  to  the  choice  of 
books ;  there  is  a  rale  that  no  books  shall  be  lent  to  the  prisoners  without  my  consent. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  rule  that  no  books  shall  be  lent  without 
jonr  consent  has  been  violated  7 

A.  I  have  known  but  one  instance  of  that  kind.  I  found  that  a  book,  harmless,  how- 
ever, in  its  character,  had  been  so  lent  by  one  of  the  assistant  keepers.  I  mentioned 
the  subject  to  the  keeper,  who  promised  that  the  rule  should  in  future  be  strictly  ob- 
oenred.  The  odier  keepers  made  mo  the  same  promise ;  «od  I  do  not  beliero  that  the 
mlo  has  imco  been  violated. 

22 
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Q.  Have  yoa  known  of  Mn.  Farahftm  reading  a  tract  to  tlia  pritonen,  in  tlia  chipel 
or  elsewhere  ? 

A.  The  practice  has  not  existed  since  my  connection  with  the  prison. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  ^he  priiiou  when  the  convicts  were  en- 
gaged ill  work  ?  and  if  so,  what  observations  nave  you  made  relative  to  their  conduct? 

A.  Such  has  been  my  habit.  My  visits  have  been  frequent,  and  I  have  seen  much  of 
the  prisoners  whenever  there ;  most  of  them  have  been  very  orderly — they  are  busy 
and  cheerful. 

Q.  Have  yon  had  any  occasion  to  make  any  suggestions  to  Mrs.  Farnham  which  the 
has  disregaitied,  or  has  she  shown  a  disposition  to  co-operate  in  your  views  i 

A.  There  were  a  few  interchanges  between  us  of  our  opinions  and  views ;  she  has 
raanifedted  an  entire  willingness  to  heed  my  suggestions,  aud  has  even  entreated  me 
to  make  them ;  she  has  co<<iperated  in  my  views,  so  far,  to  the  extent  of  my  wishes. 

Q.  Are  there  any  means  ot  instruction  for  the  {Prisoners  beyond  the  religious  servicer  ? 

A.  There  is  a  Sabbath-school  under  my  control  for  an  hour  or  more  on  each  Sab> 
bath,  which  is  attended  by  the  larger  part  of  the  prisoners,  and  in  which  elementary 
as  well  as  religious  instructions  is  given. 

Q.  Is  it  a  part  of  your  duty  to  visit  those  who  are  under  punishment  in  solitary  con- 
finement ? 

A.  It  is  a  duty  that  I  have  constantly  discharged,  and  on  no  occasion  have  I  heard 
from  those  so  confined  any  complaint  of  mjustice  or  of  undue  severity. 

Q.  What  is  your  general  opiuion  as  to  the  management  and  discipline  of  the  arison  7 

A.  I  should  say  that  it  has  been  well  governed,  lor  it  has  resulted  in  producii^  great 
order,  quiet,  and  cheerfulness. 

Q.  Have  you  known  that  any  punishments  of  jureasonable  severity  have  been  in- 
flicted ? 

A.  None  whatever,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Is  Mrs.  Farnham  in  the  habit  ot  visiting  the  male  prison  7 

A.  Occasionally,  but  not  Irequeutly.  I  should  think  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  timet 
in  three  mouths. 

Q.  Has  she  free  access  to  the  prison  at  all  times  7 

A.  She  is  subject  to  the  same  restrictions  with  other  peraons. 

Q.  Is  she  allowed  to  converse  freely  with  prisoners  7 

A.  She  is  subject  to  the  same  restrictious  as  other  individuals. 

Q.  Have  yoa  ever  known  Mrs.  F.  to  visit  the  male  hospital  7 

A.  All  her  viHits  to  the  prison  have  been  to  the  hospital 

Q.  What  has  been,  as  tar  as  you  know,  the  object  of  her  visits  to  the  hospital  7  ' 

A.  To  minister  to  the  wants,  and  encourage  aud  console  the  sick.  Her  visits  have,  in 
my  opinion,  been  beneficial ;  and  if  mure  frequently  repeated,  would  be  advantageous. 

Q.  In  what  maimer  has  she  ministered  to  the  wants  of  the  sick  7 

A.  By  supplying  those  delicacies  which  the  hospital  does  not  atford.  and  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  are  so  necessary  for  the  comfort,  encouragement,  aud  improvement 
of  iu  inmates.  MATTHKW  D.  GORDON. 

October  30, 1846. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  JNO.  DUER. 

Burghen  Van  Horn,  door-keeper  of  female  prison  during  Mrs.  Baird  s  administraticMi. 

Sometimes  during  the  day,  say  two  or  three  times  a  week,  there  were  outbreaks  and 
general  disorder,  the  women  <^iiarrelling  among  themselves;  at  other  times  good  order 
existed.  There  was  one  time,  m  particular,  when  a  large  number  of  the  women  engaged 
in  disturbance,  and  when  put  in  their  cells  made  such  a  noise  as  might  have  beeu  heard 
at  the  State  House.  One  of  the  women,  as  I  understood,  was  disobedient.  Her  keeper 
sent  for  Mrs.  B.,  who  ordered  her  to  her  cell,  and  she  would  not  obey.  Mrs.  B.  then 
came  to  me,  and  requested  me  to  call  a  couple  of  the  guard,  who,  cm  their  arrival,  put 
the  two  or  three  bad  women  in  their  cells.  On  account  of  the  general  disturbauce,  Mrs. 
B.  then  ordered  all  the  other  women  to  their  cells.  This  order  was  not  executed,  how- 
ever, without  much  difficulty.  There  was  a  Sunday  Schmjl,  as  near  as  I  recollect,  every 
Sabbath.  The  discipline  remained  about  the  same  after  Mrs.  B.  left,  till  Mrs.  F.  came 
Punishments  were  much  more  frequent  pre vioUM  to  Mrs.  F.'s  administratinu,  and  disci* 
pline  not  so  good.     I  have  beeu  keeper  m  this  prison  three  years  and  a  half. 

Sing  Sing,  October  30, 1846.  BURGHER  VAN  HORN 

Sworn  to  before  me,        JOHN  D.  RUSS 
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UaTiog  axamraed  the  dfflTerent  oflScen  connected  with  the  female  depairtment,  the 
committee  next  directed  their  examinations  to  the  convicts,  each  of  whom  was  exam* 
ioed  separately  and  apart  from  the  keepers. 

Pkabe  Squires^  sentenced  for  manslaughter ;  aged  29.  Has  been  here  5  years.  Hat 
ne^er  been  punished.  Wiien  I  first  came  here  the  punishments  were  very  severe.  I 
had  a  sister  die  from  the  severity  of  the  punishment;  she  having  been  tied  up  by  her 
wrists  for  a  long  time ;  when  she  was  taken  down  her  clothes  were  wet  with  perspira- 
tion,  and  she  never  was  well  nl^er.  Our  fooil  was  very  bad,  and  was  cooked  down  at 
ibe  other  prison.  Principal  puuishments,  tying  up  by  the  wrists :  and  I  have  known 
women  tied  up  until  the  blood  jeushed  from  their  fingers'  ends.  I  have  known  as  many 
as  ten  or  twelve  punishments  in  a  day.  This  was  during  Mrs.  Emory's  time.  When 
Mrs.  Baird  returned  she  had  not  so  much  punishment;  but  the  prisoners  did  not  re- 
spect her.  There  was  still  occasional  tying  up ;  punishments  in  cells ;  deprivation  of 
rationa ;  stocks — sometimes  kept  in  all  ni^ut.  There  were  frequent  outbreaks.  On  the 
10th  of  May,  1843,  I  thiuk  the  greatest  not  took  place  that  I  have  ever  known.  Mrs. 
Baird  wanted  to  punish  a  woman,  who  resisted,  and  Mrs.  B.  took  hold  of  her  to  put 
her  mto  her  cell.  Ten  or  twelve  other  women  joined  in :  they  swore  and  cursed,  and 
broke  benches,  spoons,  beds,  every  thing  they  could  lay  their  hands  on.  The  guard  waa 
called  in ;  but  the  women  would  not  obey,  and  seized  things  to  strike  the  guard.  The 
whole  guard  waa  called  in,  or  as  many  as  could  be  spared  from  other  duties.  Lynds  had  a 
tussle  with  the  women,  to  put  them  m  the  cells.  I  never  want  to  see  such  another  time. 
We  got  no  dinner  or  supper ;  and  the  dismrbauce  continued  for  two  or  three  days. 
After  Mrs.  Bainl  went  away  Mrs.  Hammond  had  control,  and  still  a  general  state  of  ais- 
order  continued*  A  great  deal  of  profane  and  obscene  language  was  used  constantly,  and 
cuuld  not  be  checkcKi  by  the  kee()ers.  Sunday  School,  dunng  Mrs.  Baird's  last  term, 
was  very  unfrequent.  The  prison  was  in  such  a  state  that  the  ladies  did  not  like  to  visit 
it.  We  were  just  locked  up  like  so  many  cattle,  and  no  advice  or  anything  else  given 
us.  The  first  time  we  were  ever  advised  or  talked  to,  was  after  Mr.  Edmonds  waa 
made  luiipectfir.  When  Mrs.  F.  came  she  had  to  punish,  as  there  was  an  attempt  made, 
after  she  had  been  here  a  day  or  two,  to  subvert  her  authority.  But  after  that  there 
was  very  little  punishment.  We  have  received  instruction  from  oflBcers  lately.  Several 
have  been  taught  to  read.  We  had  slates  and  arithmetic  tables,  and  Mrs.  F.  has  lec- 
tored  to  us ;  and  she  has  attempted  to  make  us  comfortable,  by  providing  washing  ap- 
paratus, towels,  and  hard  soap.  The  puuishment  is  not  now  severe ;  and  no  woman  la 
punished,  except  she  has  been  remonstrated  with.  And  if  the  prison  had  been  as  it  is 
now,  many  women,  who  have  gone  out  of  prison,  would  have  been  reformed.  But  it 
Qsed  to  be,  that  women  were  absolutely  corrupted  by  being  here.  Mrs.  F.  has  read 
very  interesting  books,  the  Bible,  D'Aubigne,  and  Columbus.  She  got  maps  for  us,  and 
gave  lessons  in  geography. 

Mary  SmtUley,  sentenced  for  an  assault  with  intent  to  kill;  53  years  old.  Neither 
the  matron  or  other  officers  have  given  me  any  instructions  what  to  say.  Never 
mentioned  your  name.  I  have  been  here  5  years.  I  think  the  prison  was  in  a  bad  state 
when  I  came.  Mrs.  Baird  was  matron,  but  did  not  stay  long.  The  convicts  were  in  the 
habit  of  fighting  and  quarrelling ;  punishments — tying  up,  shutting  up,  putting  in  stocks, 
etc.  There  is  as  much  difference  between  the  order,  regularity,  peace,  and  quietnesa 
of  the  pristm  in  its  then  and  present  condition,  as  between  day  and  night.  Mrs.  Baird 
di«I  not  allow  talking,  but  they  would  talk  in  spite  of  her.  The  moral  influences  of  tlie 
prison  have  much  improved  ;  and  I  think  the  |irison  at  present  calculated  to  be  of  more 
•ei-vice  to  convicts.  There  is  now  no  difficulty  in  getting  along,  if  convicts  will  con- 
duct well ;  and  Mrs.  F.  seems  aiixinus  to  do  her  duty  by  them.  Punishment  here 
used  to  make  me  feel  very  bad  sfimetimes.  Much  more  instruction  given  now  than 
formerly.  Mr.  Luckey  never  asked  me  anything  about  my  situation  ;  he  never  seemed 
t(>  want  to  converse  with  me.  Every  one  that  gets  punished  here  now,  at  any  rate, 
most  begin  it  themselves,  for  they  are  never  punished  without  reason. 

Lucy  Ann  Price,  aged  27 ;  white ;  has  been  in  prison  4  years  and  5  months.  When 
I  came  hfre,  Mrs.  F.mory  had  just  entered  on  the  discharge  of  her  duties  as  matron. 
When  1  first  came  here,  the  prison  was  in  a  very  ffood  state,  but  it  erradually  declined, 
until  it  was  in  a  state  hardly  fit  to  mention — such  disorder,  such  foul  language,  rioting, 
mud  cutting  each  other  wiih  knives — indeed,  yoq  can  hardly  think  of  anything  bad  that 
was  not  practiced.  This  state  continued,  with  occasional  slight  alterations,  for  better 
or  worse,  until  Mrs.  Famham  came  her.  During  the  administration  of  Mrs.  Baird,  con- 
%  icta  thought  nothing  of  striking  the  keepers,  and  this  thing  oocnrred  often.  The  keep- 
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an  ooold  not  prermit  it,  beeaoie  the  oonvicU  raled  the  priMm.  Pmiiihnients 
tyins  up  by  the  wruis,  stocks,  which  consisted  in  coofining  the  arms  outstretched,  aiM 
reuuenug  the  posiiiou  of  the  b6dy  aud  limbs  immovable  in  this  posiiiou ;  they  were 
sometimes  kept  in  this  state  '24  houi-s ;  ga^  not  used  then.  Prisoners  were  shut  iu  cells  ui 
bread  aud  water — tied  up  iu  a  blauket,  with  bead  out,  rolled  on  flagging,  or  left  at  the  beac 
of  the  stairs  fur  persons  coming  in  to  see — handcutied  aud  chaiued  to  the  floor;  there  wai 
no  strictly  moral  punishment ;  no  books,  except  Bible  and  prayer-book ;  there  was  smne 
times  a  Sunday-school  for  one  hour,  held  by  Mrs.  Luckey  or  sister,  and  sometimes  uthei 
ladies.  I  never  knew  any  one  to  learn  U*  read  under  this  instructiou,  although  then 
might  have  been;  no  other  iustruction.  Within  the  last  two  years  the  discipline  haaac 
much  improved,  that  I  should  hardly  know  how  to  describe  it.  None  of  lu  are  afiraki 
of  our  lives,  or  afraid  to  leave  our  rooms,  as  we  used  to  be.  What  are  now  the  sever 
est  punishments  ?  Gag  and  straight  jacket ;  but  these  are  not  often  used — I  should  tluok 
not  ten  times  iu  the  last  two  years.  There  have  been  one  or  two  iudividuals  often  pal 
in  the  outer  ward^-otherwise  there  have  been  but  few  punished  iu  solitary  celL  De- 
privation of  fiMKi  for  one  meal— change  of  dreas — deprivation  of  books — have  been  the 
urdiuary  punishments. 

When  there  was  no  work,  we  have  freqnently  had  school  two  or  three  times  a  week. 
Several  |)er«ons  have  been  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  all  the  convicts  have  had  to 
op{Mirtunity  of  learning.  I  have  never  seen  books  lying  about  so  that  the  convicts  call 
get  them,  except  the  library  books,  nud  such  as  matnins  lent.  Books  read  iu  chapel, 
■o  &r  as  I  cau  recollect,  were  the  Bible,  Mrs.  Tanner's  Travels,  Combe's  PI]ysioloj{| 
—which  was  read  as  text-book  for  lectures — Old  Curiosity  Shop,  Life  of  Coiumbua, 
Stories  about  the  Holy  Land. 

I  should  not  think  the  punishments  now  one-quarter  as  numerous  as  they  were  feai 
years  ago.  They  used  to)ry  to  punish  them,  but  the  convicts  would  make  such  a  racket 
as  to  c<»mpel  them  to  let  them  out  again.  I  think  there  is  no  greater  degree  of  puuiah- 
ment  than  is  necessary  to  keep  order :  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  painful  to  Mr^.  F.  Ic 
inflict  punishment.  I  have  never  seen,  of  late,  any  injury  resulting  from  punishroenL  A 
change  commenced  soon  after  Mrs.  Faruham,  the  present  matron,  came,  and  has  coo^ 
tinned  down  to  the  present  time.  There  is  scarcely  any  puuishmeut  of  a  severe  char 
acter  now.  The  convicts  obey  the  matron  cheerfully,  with  very  few  exceptions ;  aiMl 
in  cases  where  pimishment  is  resorted  to,  all  the  convicts  know  it  is  deser\'ed.  The 
matron,  in  punishing,  endeavor)  to  show  the  convict  the  reasonableness  and  neceasi^ 
of  such  punishment  for  the  good  of  the  prison.  Cases  of  severe  punishment  are  now 
hardly  ever  resorted  to.  There  are  not  more  than  two  or  three  cases  in  a  year  or  eigh 
teen  months.  The  prisoners  are  quiet  and  obedient,  and  do  their  work  cheerfully  aud 
without  complaint.  Next  to  disooedience  of  the  rules  of  the  prison,  they  fear  to  dc 
what  displeases  the  matron.  She  treats  them  all  with  kinduess,  and  makes  them  aec 
that  she  is  interested  iu, their  welfare,  not  only  whilst  iu  prison,  but  afier  they  leave  the 
prison.  The  result  is,  that  most  of  the  convicts  look  upon  her  as  their  friend,  and  hei 
wishes  are  law  with  them.  LUCY  A.  PBlCli:. 

Mary  Tenyek. — 25  years  old.  Has  been  in  prison  six  years  and  three  months.  Hare 
never  been  punished,  except  being  shut  up  about  twenty  minutes  in  cell,  when  I  first 
came.  When  1  came  here  Mrs.  Baird  was  matron,  and  the  ptison  was  iu  a  pretty  orderly 
condition ;  .but  t^iis  order  was  maintained  by  great  severity.  If  a  woman  was  seen  tcj 
move  her  lips,  she  was  punished  for  it.  But  this  order  only  existed  for  abont  ail 
months;  and  the  prison  fell  into  considerable  disorder  before  Mrs.  B.  left.  During  the 
time  of  Mrs.  B.'s  successor  there  was  much  disorder — for  o  larse  part,  or  nearly  all  the 
time.  The  prisoners  quarrelled,  talked,  aud  swore,  and  used  obscene  language :  not  all 
of  them,  but  individuals.  Mrs.  Kinory  only  staid  about  eleven  mouths.  When  Mrs. 
Baiixl  returned  she  did  not  re-establish  perfect  order ;  but  the  conduct  improved  for  a 
abort  time,  and  then  fell  ofl'aEain.  But  there  was  never  as  much  disorder  as  when  Mrs. 
£.  was  here.  The  number  ol  punishments  have  materially  diminished.  Under  both  the 
matrons  I  have  named,  it  used  to  be  an  almost  daily  occurrence  for  convicts  to  be  tied 
up  by  the  arms,  sfi  that  the  toes  would  just  reach  the  floor,  and  thus  remain  for  au  himi 
and  a  quarter.  If  you  broke  two  or  three  needles  in  the  course  of  the  day,  you  wfiold 
be  shut  up  fur  it.  We  used  to  be  deprived  of  our  food.  Women  ai«  now  confined  in 
outer  wand;  placed  on  bread  and  water;  and  punished  with  gag  aud  %traight-jacket. 
They  are  also  shut  in  their  cells  as  a  puuishment;  meals,  books,  etc.,  are  stopped.  Per- 
sons hove  been  confined  in  outer  ward  two  or  three  months.  I  think  there  has  l>een  a 
mouth  at  a  time  that  we  have  bad  no  punishment.  There  are  not  ns  many  puuishmenti 
now  as  there  were  eighteen  months  since ;  and  generally  the  punishments  have  beao 
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«i  the  decTBMe,  erer  nnca  Mrs.  F.  hai  been  matron.    I  have  beard  Combe  on  lho< 

CoDstitatioo    of  Man,  the    Bible,    Nicholas   Nickleby,   Old  Curiosity   Shop.   Oliver 
T^ist,  Faruham's  Travels  in  Califomia.  History  of  Columbus.        MARY  TENYCK. 

Eliza  Hunt.  Second  offence.  Giand  larceny.  Was  here  during  Mrs.  Baird's  admin- 
istratiou.  in  1839  and  1840.  Silence  was  the  rule;  but  it  was  constantly  violated;  for 
which  punishment  was  generally  inflicted.  Pui>ishments  were,  tying  up  the  prisoner 
by  her  wiists,  with  arms  extended,  aud  the  body  so  raised  that  the  toes  just  touched 
the  ground,  and  without  any  support  on  either  side:  confinements  to  cell ;  deprivation 
of  meals.  Few  confinements  to  cell ;  because  they  would  not  take  women  away  from 
work ;  box  the  ears;  sit  in  the  stocks.  The  prison,  at  my  second  entrance,  was  very 
riotous :  the  womeu  used  bad  language ;  cursed  and  swore ;  stole  from  the  State  or 
one  auother;  used  foul  language.  Mrs.  Luckey  and  other  ladies  used  to  instruct  on 
Sundays;  but  it  frequently  hap{)ened  that  there  was  no  Sunday  school,  and  then  the 
prisooeia  roamed  about,  or  sat  and  conversed  together,  and  behaved  as  they  chose. 
Mrs.  Bdird  did  not  rule  the  prison  when  she  came  back  the  second  time,  but  the  pris- 
oners did.  Every  two  or  three  days  there  was  an  outbreak ;  the  prisoners  fighting  with 
one  another,  or  striking  the  matnms.  This  slate  of  thinss  contiuued  until  Mrs.  F.  s  arri- 
val. The  second  day  after  her  arrival  there  was  a  rebellion  among  a  few  of  the  women, 
which  has  not  been  repeated  ;  although,  ahout  three  weeks  since,  there  was  some  con- 
nderable  tniuble  with  two  or  three  new  comers.  But  generally,  since  Mrs.  F.  has  been 
here,  the  prison  has  been  as  comfortable  and  quiet  as  could  be  expected  or  desired.  We 
have  been  instrucied.  and  great  pains  taken  to  instruct  those  who  could  not  read ;  and 
many  have  been  taught  to  read.  I  was  one  of  the  old  rioters,  thoush  not  as  noisy  and 
troublesome  as  niauy.  We  now  have  books,  which  we  read,  and  nave  opportunities 
allowed  us  of  talkiug  together,  in  relation  to  what  we  have  read.  There  are  few  cases 
of  auy  puuishment  now,  and  when  it  is  ordere<l  the  convicts  all  feel  that  it  is  deserved, 
as  Mrs.  F.  treats  them  all  kindly,  and  shows  that  she  is  desirous  of  doing  them  good, 
aud  promoting  their  comfort.  ELIZA  HUNT. 

Catharine  Smith — has  been  here  three  years  and  two  months.  Mrs.  Baird  was  the 
Matron  when  I  came  here.  There  is  a  great  difference  for  the  better,  in  the  condition 
of  the  convicts,  since  I  first  came  here.  We  are  traated  more  like  human  beings.  There 
is  much  less  punishment  now  than  then,  and  much  less  occasion  for  punishment.  The 
eoDvicts  are  cheerful,  and  more  obedient  than  when  I  first  came.  The  change  for  the 
better  commenced  soon  after  Mra.  Farnham  came.  The  punishment  then  was  tying  up 
in  the  cell  by  the  wrist,  in  rings,  not  allowing  the  feet  to  touch  the  floor,  the  arms  being 
extended.  Such  punishment  was  continued  for  an  hour  and  a  Quarter.  This  time  was 
sometimes  exceeded.  It  was  a  dreadful  punishment,  and  proouced  great  pain.  The 
diackles,  etc.,  were  not  used  by  Mrs.  B.  There  was  much  cursing  and  obscene  lan- 
guage, and  frequent  riots,  the  service  in  the  chapel  being  disturbed  by  them.  The 
convicts  would  obey  or  not,  just  as  they  pleased.  If  the  assistant  keeper  save  any 
order  or  direction  which  they  did  not  like,  the  convicts  would  tell  them  to  mmd  their 
own  business,  or  something  to  that  effect.  The  convicts  now  are  cheerful  and  obedient, 
and  quietly  do  whatever  they  are  requested  to  do,  without  murmuring  or  complaints— 
with  only  occasional  exceptions.  There  is  no  complaint  ever  in  cases  of  puuinhment, 
ibr  the  convicts  all  feel  that  it  must  be  deser%'ed,  or  Mrs.  F.  would  not  order  it,  as  she 
treats  them  all  with  kindness,  and  seems  to  be  interested  in  their  welfar^.  Her  wishes 
are  cheerfully  obeyed,  as  much  as  the  laws  of  the  pinson.  Mrs.  F.  has  much  fewer 
kws  than  the  other  matron  had,  and  they  are  well  understood.     The  Sundays  are 

Saiet — no  noise ;  and  each  convict  attends  chapel  on  Sunday,  or  reads  in  her  cell.  The 
Kid.  is  also  better,  and  has  more  variety,  and  is  better  adapted  to  those  who  are  feeble 
and  sick.  Any  person,  on  visiting  the  prison  on  week-day  or  Sunday,  must  be  struck 
with  the  change  in  the  appearance  and  conduct  of  the  convicts  for  the  better.  It  is  veiy 
rare  that  punisliment  is  now  resorted  to.  Reproof  aud  reasoning  with  them  is  frequent- 
ly sufficient  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  offence.  her 

CATHARINE  +  SMITH, 
mark. 

The  committee  having  read  the  testimony  of  Mrs.  Luckey  and  Miss  Knox  to  Mrs. 
Farnham,  and  propounded  the  following  question,  viz : — ^What  is  yonr  system  of  gor- 
cmment  Y — ^received  the  following  written  replyt 

My  system  of  government  may  be  designated  as  one  of  moral  influences,  sdsptedi  ■■ 
lir  as  pnctkable,  to  the  cbanct«r  and  coodition  of  each  indiyidnal  under  it. 


02  STATB    PRrSONS. 

In  investigating  a  plan  for  the  goTernment  of  hnman  beingi,  under  any  eirciii^ 
stances,  two  main  poiuts  of  inquiry  present  thenriM^lvefl. 

Fiivt.  What  is  the  character  of  the  laws  to  which  they  are  reqaired  to  submit? 

Second.  How  are  thene  laws  administered  7 

In  respect  to  the  first,  it  has  been  my  endeavor,  in  administering  the  govemnoent  of 
this  prison,  to  dispense,  as  far  as  possible,  with  all  merely  arbitrary  rules,  such,  for  ex- 
ample, as  have  fur  their  object  the  coiiveiiieuce  or  ease  of  thiise  in  charge,  or  seem 
chiefly  designed  to  afford  occasions  for  the  display  of  amhority.  I  have  been  stiiilitMis, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  inslimte  rules  which  should  wholly  harmonize,  and  indeed  be 
one.  with  the  natural  law.  Hence  we  have  few  offences  against  finr  laws,  wb'cli  are 
not  likewise  transgressions  of  a  higher  luw,  and  felt  to  be  such  hy  those  who  participate 
in  or  witness  them.  This  gives  correctitm,  when  it  U  ueceMarily  administered,  a  sanc- 
tion which  it  could  never  otherwise  fnissess;  and  causes  leniency,  when  it  is  prudent  to 
show  it,  to  be  valued  as  a  real  and  subitautial  good — not  tlie  abandonment  ota  merrij 
arbitrary  requirement. 

Arbitrary  rules  are  certain  to  produce  one  of  two  results — cither  the  multiplication  of 
oflfences,  or  the  gradual  destruction  of  individuality  of  character;  both  of  which  are  to 
much  to  be  dreimed  that  the  means  of  avoiding  them  ought  to  be  matter  of  patient  and 
careful  study,  to  those  intrusted  with  the  charge  of  penal  institotionM.  The  nearer  the 
condition  of  the  convict,  while  in  piison,  approximate:*  the  natural  and  true  condition  in 
which  he  nhould  liv4»,  the  more  perfect  wdl  be  its  reformatory  influence  over  his  cbar* 
acter.  If  his  reason  and  better  feelings  can  be  brought  to  a  degi*ee  of  vigor  which  will 
enable  him,  with  the  aid  of  better  constituted  minds,  to  discharge  properly  the  duties 
arising  from  the  various  relations  which  he  must  sustain  while  incarcemted,  it  is  to  be 

E resumed  that,  in  most  instances,  much  has  been  gained,  more  especially  among  thnee 
elouging  to  the  lower  classes  of  criminals.  If  he  be  surrounded  with  the  right  influ- 
ences to  produce  and  sustain  this  state  of  things,  the  greater  his  liberty  the  more  rapid 
will  be  his  moral  growth.  There  are  few,  even  of  the  most  depraved,  who,  uuder  such 
training.  Would  not  ultimately  come  to  the  stature  of  men. 

The  maxim  that  "  that  is  the  best government  which  governs  least,"  is  in  a  certain 
sense  equally  applicable  to  such  institutions  as  to  States.  The  larger  the  liberty,  if  ex- 
ercised in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  the  best  powers,  the  greater  the  happiness  and 
good  which  flow  from  its  enjoyment.  Hence  I  consider  the  smallest  number  of  rulee 
with  which  our  prison  can  be  soundly  governed,  the  must  favorable  for  the  improve- 
ment  and  elevation  of  its  inmates. 

But,  secondly,  supposing  the  laws  to  be  well  and  wiaely  framed  ;  then  proper  admin- 
istration falls  next  to  be  considered :  and  here,  as  elsewhere,  this  is  not  the  least  difll- 
cult  branch  of  the  labor.  To  procure  persons  who  are  at  once  competent  and  faithful 
is  not  easy.  The  successful  participant  in  such  tasks  must  possess  many  endowments 
and  qualifications,  which  have  not  hitherto  been  wont  to  seek  occupation  in  this  kind 
of  labor.  Not  to  insist  upon  that  intelligence,  purity,  and  elevation  of  character,  with- 
out which  moral  effort  cih  no  where  be  apprenended  in  its  best  light,  or  successfully 
prosecuted,  there  must  be  firmness,  softened  by  kindness;  a  lively  sense  of  justice; 
mexhaustible  forbearance;  good  temper  and  equanimity;  vigilance;  faithfulness  in 
details;  quick  perception;  ready  understanding  of  character  and  motives;  and  above 
all,  real  dignity,  which,  without  displaying  itself,  shall  be  at  all  times  felt  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  engage  obedience  and  not  arouse  hostility.  To  persons  so  endowed,  the  task 
of  moral  government  is  comparatively  easy ;  to  those  not,  nearly  impossible.  In  the 
government  of  this  prison,  with  such  assistants — and  I  endeavor  to  have  such  only — ^it  is 
often  practicable,  and  not  uufreq neatly  wisest,  to  omit  punishments  altogether.  In 
cases  of  offence  the  treatment  of  offenders  guilty  of  the  same  misdeeds  is  often  widely 
different,  never  being  measured  by  the  offence  alone,  but  by  that  taken  in  connection 
with  the  physical  condition,  character,  capacity,  motives,  experience,  and  other  circum- 
stances ot  the  offender. 

Thus,  when  the  law  of  silence  was  an  important  feature  in  our  government,  its  Tiola> 
tion  was  in  some  cases  followed  by  severe  correction,  while  in  others  it  was  only  no- 
ticed to  admonish  or  remimstrate  with  the  off*ender.  To  a  person  incapable  of  pene- 
trating to  the  inner  susceptibilities  and  mental  springs  of  action,  such  treatment  might 
very  well  seem  like  what  it  has  been  described  to  be — mere  caprice.  To  those  wno 
know,  and  will  be  at  the  pains  to  weigh  and  judge  in  the  matter,  it  will  seem  far  differ-  * 
ent.  I  exercise  my  own  discretion,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  institute  a  new  rule, 
whether  all  the  inmates  of  tho  prison  shall  become  subject  to  it  or  not,  and  also  how 
long  it  shall  be  adhered  to.  The  fact  that  a  general  rule  has  once  been  established,  is 
not  conclusive  evidence  to  my  mind  that  it  is  to  be  ever  thereafter  necessary;  or  that  what 


COMMITTEE    ON    PRISON    DISCIPLINE.  68 

tOKf  be  rmty  wholesome  restraint  or  indalvence  to  the  majority,  might  not  be  injmioaa 
or  intolerable  to  others. 
The<e  are  a  part  of  the  views  aad  opinions  which  I  have  endeavored  to  reduce  to 

Cractice  in  thi.^  institution.  The  surceMS  which  ha.4  attended  the  effort  may  he  more 
ecorninaly  spoken  of  by  others.  But  I  may  be  pemiiiled  to  say,  that  my  own  hopes 
for  the  advancement  nnd  elevation  of  the  unfortunate  beings  who  have  fallen  under  my 
charge,  have  been  very  far  excee<i«*d  by  the  progress  they  have  actually  made  in  men- 
tal antl  monil  culture,  iu  self-cOntrol.  in  charity  and  forbearance  towards  each  other, 
and,  indeed,  in  the  cultivation  of  many  of  those  virtues  which  can  alone  confer  happi- 
n^ns,  and  fit  them  to  live  in  society  without  molesting  it,  and  eujuy  the  liberty  to  which 
they  mu«t  one  day  be  re^itored,  either  fur  ginxl  or  evil. 

Q.  In  leaving  out  of  your  code  of  laws  for  the  government  of  the  convicts  those  laws 
which  yon  considereil  merely  arbitrary,  or  adopted  more  for  the  ease  and  comfort  of 
those  in  charge  than  for  the  benefit  of  the  governed  ;  and  in  the  exercise  of  your  own 
discretion  as  to  different  punishment  to  different  individuals,  according  to  circumstances, 
iu  case  of  infraction  of  your  own  laws,  what  has  been  the  effect  upon  the  eeneral  de- 
portment of  those  under  your  charge ;  iind  especially  as  to  obedieuce  and  submission  to 
such  punishment  as  you  may  think  proper  to  administer  7 

A.  I  think  the  effect  of  the  mcKle  of  government  I  have  endeavored  to  define  has 
been,  to  secure  more  perfect  submission,  a  greater  degree  of  cheerfulness  in  obedience, 
and  very  generally  a  nearly  desire  to  co-operate  with  the  officers  to  preserve  good 
order  aud  kindly  relations  throughout  the  institution.  In  some  cases  offenders  against 
our  rules  have  pronounced  their  own  penalties,  and  inflicted  ihem  voluntarily  upon 
themselves;  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  a  case  for  nearly  two  years,  in  which  the  jus- 
tice of  any  punishment  that  we  have  inflicted  has  been  called  in  question  by  the  party 
punished,  or  by  any  one  of  her  fellow-prisoners. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  rules  the  number  of  offences  has  been  greatly  lessened, 
tnd  their  character  materially  changed.  They  are  less  violent  and  wanton  than  for- 
merly. Except  in  rare  instances,  indeed,  they  are  little  different  from  those  which  are 
found  when  any  community  of  people  is  assembled.  An  offensive  word  is  rarely  utter- 
ed, and  resistance  to  any  requirement  is  scarcely  ever  made.  When  I  have  extraordi- 
Dary  requirements  to  make,  I  give  the  person  the  reason  why  they  are  made,  and 
always  endeavor  first  to  convince  them,  that  however  disagreeable  it  may  be  to  them 
to  yield,  it  is  but  reasonable  and  proper  for  them  to  do  so.  The  instances  are  very  rare 
in  which  such  persuasion  will  not  prevail  to  any  necessary  extent.  It  takes  away  from 
obedience  the  character  of  blind  Submission,  aud  makes  it  an  intelligent  act 

At  the  close  of  this  examination  Mrs.  Famham  handed  to  the  committee  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  Hudson  River  Chronicle : 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  a  clergyman  of  this  place  last  week,  and  we 
are  informed  that  another  of  our  divines  has  received  one  of  a  similar  import  from  the 
writer  of  the  one  we  publish. 

As  the  correspondence  refers  to  a  public  institution,  and  those  who  are  charged  with 
Us  administration,  we  feel  that  we  do  not  violate  the  sanctity  of  private  correspondence 
in  publij»hing  it.  The  reverend  gentleman  permits  their  publication  at  our  earnest  solici- 
tation, and  we  give  them  publicity  in  the  hope,  and  with  the  desire  that  it  may  lead  to 
ao  investigation. 

Here  are  the  letters : — 

61  WALZ.-ffrKKST,  New  Yoax  Crrr,  ATt^r^ut  4, 184ft. 
To  THK  Rkt.  Mr.  Moksk,  of  ths  BAPXirr  Chusch,  Sing  Sing  : — 

Rkv.  Sir  :  I  lemmed.  r  few  days  since,  with  profound  mortificRtion  snd  regret,  from  r  quarter  en- 
tirely rnapectRble,  that  yon  have  recently  found  it  to  be  within  the  sphere  of  your  duty  to  mRke  state* 
Bicnta,  not  privately,  anecting  the  ofllcial  rs  well  rs  privRte  chRracter  of  Mrs.  FRmhRm,  the  mRtron  of 
ttte  female  prison  at  Sing  Sing,  which,  if  establiahed.  would  render  the  continuRnce  of  her  connection 
with  die  prison  discreditRble  to  the  institution,  Rnd  hi^y  censursble  in  those  to  whom  the  selection 
of  that  officer  is  tntrusted. 

The  IsngURge  RBcribed  to  you  imports  that  ilfrs.  Fnmkam  i»  kerBelfa  woman  of  iUfame;  that  $k»ptr- 
^ak»y  or  hma  permitted,  improper  intercourte  to  be  earritd  on  baieeen  the  male  and  femaU  convitU ;  and 
Ikat  per9on»  have  had  aeceu  to  the  femaU  prieonyfor  a  like  purpoee,  at  improper  hourt  of  the  ni^ht,  with 
her  content. 

Of  course  charges  like  these,  coming  from  so  responsible  r  quRtter,  involve  too  serious  consequea- 
eet,  both  to  her  whose  chsrRcter  they  impeRch,  Rnd  to  the  institutiun  to  which  she  is  RttRched,  to  be  over- 
looked, at  leRSt  by  those  who  Rre  charged  with  the  anperrision  of  this  branch  of  the  public  service. 
Mo  person  i»  probably  more  sensible  of  this  than  yooraelC  snd  I  CRunot  suppose  thst  these  renarks 
could  hsve  escaped  you,  until  you  hsd  fuUy  sstisfied  yourself  thst  they  imported  truths  which  it  con- 
Mmed  the  pubUe  to  know,  ana  that  their  utterance  could  in  no  event  work  an  ii^justioe  to  Jiko  partj 
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SING  SING— MALE  PRISON. 


Txii  pritoa  is  Bitoated  on  the  bonks  of  the  Hodson,  at  the  base  of  tlw  1 
which  likd  female  pruon  stands.  It  is  constnicted  of  "  white  marble,**  is  tt% 
in  height,  and  presents  a  continaons  (ront  of  484  feet.  North  and  sonth  it  i 
by  ranges  of  workshops,  extending  on  the  north  side  from  the  prison  west  to  t 
408  (eet,  and  east  to  the  unfinished  prison  wall,  making  the  entire  range  57 
length,  by  40  in  breadth.  This  is  divided  into  four  workshops  on  each  flc 
pied  respectively  as  a  wash-hoose,  fileshop,  tailor's  shop,  weave-shop,  eto. 
south,  and  running  from  the  prison  towards  the  river,  is  a  range  of  buildiagi 
long,  and  two  stories  high ;  also,  divided  into  four  distinct  apartments  on  aac 
the  first  of  which,  80  by  40  feet,  is  occupied  by  the  kitchen  below,  and  the 
above ;  the  second,  of  the  same  dimensions,  is  occupied  as  a  chapel,  the  third  i 
or's  shop  below,  and  carpenter's  shop  and  fur  shop  above,  and  the  fourth  • 
room.  East  of  this  range  of  buildings  is  the  keeper's  house,  a  large  two  ato 
ing,  40  by  48  feet.  The  whole  enclosing  an  area  of  331,776  feet  The  prist 
ated  136  feet  finom  the  eastern  end  of  this  area.  On  the  western  side,  imm 
tre,  is  another  range  of  workshops,  272  feet  long,  by  36  wide,  having  north  ai 
two  wings,  each  146  feet  in  length.  These  buildings  are  one  story  high  a 
pied  as  stone-shops,  weave-shops,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Police  of  the  Prison. 

The  men  are  nrastered  as  early  in  the  morning  as  it  is  light  enough  to  di 
one  individual  firom  another,  the  doors  are  unlocked,  and  they  are  turned  out 
panies.  Each  man,  with  his  tub  on  his  arm  and  his  kid  in  his  hand,  fidls  into  ] 
marchea  in  close  order,  under  charge  of  his  keeper,  to  the  east  end  of  tfi 
and  as  he  goes  out  deposits  his  kid  at  the  kitchen  window ;  in  the  same  oidei 
passes  OQ  to  the  river,  empties  his  bucket,  rinses  it,  and  deposits  it  in  the  ] 
thence  proceeds  to  his  worktop.  Here  he  remains  employed  long  enougi 
hall-boys  to  serve  the  cofiee,  which  is  placed  in  pint-cups  at  the  door  of  eai^ 
for  the  kids,  which  are  deposited  at  the  kitchen  window  to  be  filled  for  the 
repast.  The  men  are  then  turned  off  fi?om  their  work,  pennirted  to  wash  in 
Tided  for  each  workshop,  the  companies  are  re-formed,  and  the  men,  in  doi 
with  the  lock-step,  march  again  to  the  kitchen  window,  where  each  one  rec 
kid  as  he  passes  on,  and  takes  it  with  him  to  his  cell — arrived  there,  the  doo 
and  the  occupant,  thrusting  his  fingers  through  the  grate,  remains  in  this  poail 
his  keeper  has  passed  in  review.  An  hour  and  a  quarter  is  allowed  for  brsakj 
which  the  men  are  mustered  and  marched  back  again  in  the  same  ordar 
workshops,  leaving  their  kids  at  the  kitchen  window,  as  before.  At  dinner  1 
mancenvres  are  gone  through  with,  and  the  same  time  allowed  for  eating, 
the  men,  as  they  finish  their  tasks,  again  wash,  and  about  a  half  an  hour  bd 
set,  are  again  formed  into  companies  and  marched  to  the  place  where  their  o 
are  deposited,  axti  as  they  pass  on,  each  man  receives  his  tub,  and  marchea  i 
the  kitchen,  where  he  again  takes  his  kid  and  proceeds  with  it  to  his  cell,  and 
locked  up  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  precautions  as  in  the  moraii 
priaoBen,  after  eatmg  their  sappers,  walk  their  cells,  or  amuse  themselvia 
otfaor  w^,  until  they  aro  nmg  down  at  or  aboot  seven  o'dock.    For  tlia  pa 
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preserriiig  order,  two  keepers,  proyided  with  moccasina,  are  quietly  perambulating  the 
corridors,  checking  attempts  at  disorder,  and  attending  to  the  wants  of  the  convicts. 

Haying  thos  generally  described  the  prison  and  the  ordinary  roatine  of  its  opera- 
tions, we  shall,  before  leaving  this  branch  of  the  subject,  point  out  some  of  its  most  ob- 
vious defects.     These  arise  from  the  size  of  the  cells,  a  want  of  proper  ventilation,  a  / 
want  of  light,  too  low  a  temperature,  and  in  a  portion  of  the  cells,  dampness. 

First,  then,  the  size  of  the  cells. — These,  like  all  those  in  prisons  on  the  Auburn 
plan,  are  constructed  for  the  one  great  object  of  securely  packing,  in  the  most  econom- 
ical manner,  the  greatest  number  of  human  beings  in  the  smallest  possible  space.  To 
attain  this  end,  each  cell  is  about  7  feet  long  by  7  feet  high,  and  3^  wide,  affording  just 
room  for  standing  or  lying,  having  an  aggregate  capacity  of  only  176  cubic  feet,  which 
of  course  is  materially  diminished  by  the  furniture  of  the  room  and  the  individual  occu- 
pant ;  so  that,  without  an  efficient  ventilation,  all  the  air  in  the  apartment  would  be 
breathed  over  and  rendered  unwholesome  in  less  than  two  hours.  This  air,  as  im- 
portant for  the  health,  vigor,  and  support  of  the  system  as  pure  water  or  wholesome 
food,  is  further  vitiated  by  the  emanations  from  the  body,  the  remains  of  the  supper, 
and  the  exhalations  from  the  night-tubs.  The  only  chance  for  the  renewal  of  the  air 
is  that  afforded  by  the  half-grated  door,  and  a  ventilating  shaft  about  four  inches 
square,  in  the  back  part  of  the  cell,  near  Hdr  t6p,  which  in  most  instances  possesses  no 
draught,  or  when  it  does,  serves  as  a  means  of  communication  between  the  adjoining 
f^Us.  Such,  however,  is  the  imperfect  nature  of  the  ventilation,  that  the  cells  in  the 
morning  have  a  most  disagreeable  and  repulsive  odor;  and  if  the  testimony  of  the  con- 
victs themselves  may  be  taken  as  evidence  of  the  fact,  in  many  instances  the  air  is  so  con- 
fined that  the  cells  are  rendered  still  more  unwholesome  by  the  exhalations  and  moist- 
nre  from  the  body  and  lungs,  which,  condensed,  may  in  the  morning  be  seen  trickling 
down  the  walls  in  streams.  This  defect,  no  doubt,  is  a  prolific  source  both  of  consump- 
tion and  rheumatism,  diseases  so  common  in  prison. 

Even  supposing  the  ventilation  to  be  perfect,  so  far  as  the  cells  are  concerned,  yet,  if 
we  calculate  the  entire  area  of  the  enclosing  building,  it  will  only  give  400  cubic  feet 
of  air  for  each  cell,  or  a  full  supply  for  four  hours  only,  which,  in  cold  weather,  when 
the  doors  are  shut,  is  vitiated  and  consumed  by  a  number  of  stoves  kept  con- 
stantly heated.  This  air,  it  must  be  recollected,  warmed  by  the  stoves,  ascends  into 
the  upper  part  of  the  prison,  &ere  to  be  cooled,  and  fall  back  on  the  stoves,  re-heated, 
and  ascend ;  so  that  the  upper  part  of  the  prison  is  constantly  supplied  by  a  continually 
deteriorating  atmosphere.  The  most  effectual  method  of  ventilating  and  heating  pria- 
ODS,  seems  to  be  on  the  plan  adopted  at'Pentonville,  near  London. 

The  next  important  defect  which  we  observed  was  a  want  of  light,  both  natural  and 
artificial.  The  latter  want  may  be  easily  supplied  by  directing  attention  to  the  subject; 
and  it  seems  to  us  both  expedient  and  necessary,  that  this  should  be  accomplished  at  once. 
In  the  winter  season,  fi^m  five  to  nine  o'clock  might  be,  by  many  of  the  convicts,  devoted 
to  reading  and  study,  and  still  leave  ample  time  for  rest.  This  would  also  afford  an  admi- 
rable opportunity  for  the  chaplain  and  other  officers  to  converse  with  the  convicts,  and 
exert  those  moral  influences  which  are  calculated  to  produce  good  results.  The  da- 
ffict,  however,  in  regard  to  tiie  natural  light  is  not  so  easily  corrected.  Something,  per- 
haps, might  be  done,  by  increasing  the  size  of  the  windows.  Still  the  evil  will,  in 
this  way,  be  but  partially  remedied,  and  perhaps  can  only  be  completely  relieved  by 
a  re-construction  of  the  entire  prison.  As  it  now  is,  a  large  portion  of  the  convicts  can- 
not see  to  read,  excepting  during  the  hour  at  breakfast  and  at  dinner,  and  then  only  in 
dear  weather.  ^^«, 

While  examining  the  cells  our  attention  was  directed  to  another  nutter  equally  n»> 
cc— ary  to  the  comfort  of  the  prisoners,  viz :  their  bedsteads.  Where  such  numbers  of 
jndividaals  are  collected  together,  all  uang  the  same  atmosphere,  experience  teaohes 


\ 


70  STATE    PRISONS. 


,<• 


Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  prisonen  were  provided  with  freih  provuiioiM  or  ooC? 

A.  My  belief  is,  that  thore  has  been  no  fresh  provision  provided,  except  for  the 
sick. 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  facts  you  wish  to  state  ? 

A«  My  opinion  is  that  if  the  table  system  was  introduced,  it  would  remedy  nnost  of 
the  evils  comi^lained  of;  the  present  method  of  mixing  up  all  the  food  in  one  kid,  like 
pouring  swill  into  a  trough,  disgusts,  in  many  instances,  the  prisoner  with  his  food,  and 
brutaUzes  the  man.  JOHN  C.  NEILL. 

John  Mead. — Am  keeper  of  the  machine  shop ;  have  been  there  since  about  the  lift 
week  of  October.  Have  been  keeper  in  the  prison  three  and  a  half  years.  The  fint 
three  months  I  vtras  relief  keeper  about  the  yard ;  then  I  was  put  into  the  machine 
shop;  from  thence  to  the  kitchen ;  was  there  from  October  Ist,  1845,  till  October  23nU 
1846.  My  duties  in  the  kitchen  were  to  superintend  the  men  in  the  kitchen  and  the 
provisions.  There  was  not  a  barrel  of  bread  or  meat  opened  without  my  seeing  iL 
The  provisions  were  contracted  for  last  year  the  same  as  the  present  year ;  same  can- 
tractors,  I  believe.  The  provisions  of  1846  were  generally  good,  with  only  one  or  two 
exceptions.  A  large  part  of  the  potatoes  rotted  and  injured  the  balance.  There  wii» 
perhaps,  twenty-five  barrels  of  the  beef  quite  salt — very  salt.  The  last  week  I  wai 
m  the  kitchen  there  was  ten  or  twelve  barrels  of  pork  shoulders  which  was  a  litde 
tainted  near  the  bone.  The  flour,  geuerally,  during  the  year  184G,  has  been  good. 
There  were  some  few  barrels  which  I  inspected,  which  had  worms  in  it;  probabhr 
eight  or  ten  barrels  which  contained  worms.  No  sour  flour  was  ever  used  whilst  I 
was  in  the  kitchen.  If  I  found  a  barrel  of  flour  sour,  I  sent  it  back,  as  I  did  with  otb- 
ers  which  had  been  wet  and  was  packed  hard.  The  rice  u»ed  in  the  prison  has  been 
a  fair  article,  but  broken  and  wormy,  which  I  had  liMikcd  over  and  washed.  Mr.  El- 
dridge  frequently  comes  into  the  kitchen,  examines  the  iirovision.^,  sometimes  two  or 
three  times  a  week.  As  to  tlie  provisions  left  over  in  the  kids,  if  it  is  not  mu$9ed,  it  tt 
saved  and  served  up  next  day — beef  and  bread,  pork  and  potatoes.  This  refuse  food 
finally  goes  into  the  tubs  for  the  swill  contractor,  who  pays,  as  I  am  informed,  $230 
per  annum,  which  I  suppose  is  a  fair  price  for  it.  The  keeper  iu  the  kitchen  never 
received  any  compensation  other  than  his  salary.  Fresh  provisions  were  not  served 
half  a  dozen  times  during  the  time  I  was  in  the  kitchen.  The  convicts  were  either 
furnished  with  potatoes,  turnips,  onions  or  cabbage  for  eight  moutlis  out  of  twelve.* 
They  had  cabbages,  raw,  cut  up,  for  two  or  three  times  a  week,  for  about  three 
weeks  in  September.  The  scurvy  broke  out  in  the  prison  iii  July  or  August,  and  no 
vegetables  had  been  served  the  convicts  for  about  six  weeks  prior  thereto. 

JOHN  MEAD. 

Lorenzo  Sfanshuri/. — Have  been  a  keeper  in  the  kitchen  in  Mount  Pleasant  Prison 
since  the  22nd  day  of  October  last.  When  I  first  camo  into  the  kitchen.  I  took  up  the 
same  plan  us  I  had  understood  my  predecessors  had  adr>pted.  But  I  found  tliat  tbe 
boiled  rice  was  not  generdliy  eaten,  but  returned.  [  commenced,  however,  giving 
them  dry  rations,  bread  and  meat,  which  they  seemed  to  like  belter.  When  1  fint 
went  in  we  had  but  few  vegetables  of  any  kuid,  except  turnips.  Now  we  have  pota- 
toes, beets,  carrots,  onions,  and  cabbage.  When  1  came  iu  there  were  about  35  barr^ 
of  pork  shoulders,  which  the  men  complained  of.  and  which  I  did  not  consider  was 

r'te  what  it  ought  to  be.  The  morning  meal  now  is  bread,  meat,  and  rye-coffee  :  the 
ner  is  beef  or  pork,  with  potatoes  or  some  other  vegetables.  l)eets  or  carrots.  They 
have  had  fresh  meat  about  twice  in  ten  days — a  little  oftener  than  once  a  week.  Thi 
meat  has  been  beef,  consisting  of  **  cargo"  **  clean  meat"  "  shin"  and  "  cheek"  There 
is  a  ration  of  bread :  the  ration  consists  of  half  a  pound  of  broad.  Siuh  convicts  as  re- 
quire more,  are  served  with  extra  rations  of  bread.  The  ejuantity  of  meal  is  increased 
about  one-half.  The  ration  in  the  morning  is  the  same  in  (luantity  na  at  noon,  beinff 
about  three  quarters  of  a  pound  to  each  meal.  There  were  four  or  five  tierces  of  baa 
rice,  which  had  worms,  which  I  endeavored  to  clean  by  sifting,  and  then  I  mixed  about 
one-third  of  that  with  other  gootl  rice.  The  quantity  of  molasses  is  15  gallons  to  700 
men — being  a  little  less  than  half  a  gill  to  each  man.  The  ([uantity  of  mush  is  at  leeit 
three  pints  to  a  comratin  ration — the  extra,  two  quarts.  The  evening  meal  is  mush  and 
molasses,  without  any  change. 

As  to  the  barrels,  Mr.  Radford  gave  me  to  understand  that  if  I  could  take  care  of  the 
good  ones  for  him,  I  might  have  the  old  ones.     As  to  any  meat  or  other  articlea  which 

•  See  on  the  next  page  the  memorKodam  from  the  kitchenbook.  which,  we  beliero,  wss  kept  by  Mr. 
Meadp  in  reJatioD  to  this  lubjoct 
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I  might  want,  I  was  to  keep  an  acconnt  and  pay  for  the  same.    The  rice  I  hare  not 
used  for  about  a  month,  as  the  Inspectors  said  it  was  not  good. 

LORENZO  8TANSBUEY. 

John  P.  Trucks. — I  am  a  keeper  in  Mount  Pleasant  Prison,  in  the  hospital  and  hall. 
Have  been  there  four  months.  Vinegar  is  served  up  to  the  convicts  whenever  they 
have  vegetables  which  require  it — about  a  ^  and  a  half  at  a  time.  Rye-coffee,  about 
a  {»nt,  is  served  at  every  cell  in  the  momuff,  and  is  generally  drank.  Every  cell  is 
provided  with  a  straw  bed,  bunk,  and  four  blankets ;  a  book-sbelf,  with  a  Bible  and 
Prayer  Book ;  knife,  fork,  spoon,  tin-cup,  and  a  small  cup  for  vinegar,  and  a  wooden 
can  with  the  number  of  the  cell  on  it,  which  is  the  furniture  left  in  the  cell.  They  have 
a  night-tnb  and  kid,  which  they  take  out  in  the  morning.  Pillows  are  not  provided  by 
the  State. 

The  meat  used  in  the  hospital  I  found,  on  going  there,  va«  very  bad.  J  considered 
it  not  Jit  for  any  nutn.  But  smce  that  time  I  have  got  better  meat.  The  bread  used  in 
the  hospital  is  made  odekeat  middling»f  and  it  not  proper  bread  for  tick  people  or  tiHHS- 
lidt.  For  the  last  three  months  there  were  two  deaths  in  the  hospital — Ewing  and 
Skiver — who  were  admitted  to  cots,  and  died  of  consumption.  In  the  hospital  they 
have  mattrasses,  sheets,  and  pillows.  The  inmates  are  locked  up  in  the  hospital  an 
hour  in  the  morning,  an  hour  and  a  quarter  at  noon,  and  from  hall-past  4,  P.  M.,  to  7, 
A.  M.>  without  any  officer  of  the  prison  being  with  them.  The  average  number  of  in- 
mates in  the  hospital  is  about  twenty.  The  drugs  and  medicines  used  in  the  hospital 
are  of  fair  quality.  The  sick  are  sometimes  sent  from  the  hospital,  or  other  shops,  to 
the  State  shop,  with  a  ticket  for  no  work.  They  are  often  as  comfortable  there  as  they 
would  be  in  the  hospital.  -  JOHN  P.  TRUCKS. 

The  monthly  consumption  of  meat,  allowing  the  number  of  prisoners  to  be  800,  which 
probably  is  less  than  the  true  average,  would  be,  for  prime  beef  24,000  lbs.,  and  for 
merchantable  inspected  prime  pork,  18,000  lbs.  By  the  kitchen  book,  however,  it 
appears,  that  instead  of  the  articles  thus  contracted  for,  there  was  suf^lied  to  the 
prison  the  following  descriptions  of  meat  in  the  following  quantities : — 


Pork 
shoulders. 

Fresh  beef. 

Freeh 
mutton. 

Salt 
mutton. 

Pork. 

Smoked 
shoulders. 

Short 
shoulders. 

December,  1845, 
January,     1846, 
February,     do 
March,          do 
April,            do 
May,             do 
June,             do 
July.              do 
August,          do 
September,  do 
October,        do 

1,000 
4,800 

8,400 

7,593 

4,742 
12.000 

1,909 
3,799 
4,000 

3,898 

4,400 

7.2^0 

14,000 

15,000 

1,622 

2,864 

830 

3,400 

3,477 
16,600 

14.200 

7.593 

16.742 

9,708 

44.588  1    8,716 

20,077 

From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  prison  was  supplied  for  four  months  and  two- 
thirds  with  pork;  that  for  seven  days  they  were  supplied  with  smoked  shonlderi, 
equal,  or  perhaps  superior  to  the  requisitions  of  the  contract ;  that  for  two  months  and 
a  half  they  were  probably  supplied  with  rations  in  accordance  with  the  contract ;  and 
that  for  three  months  they  were  fed  three-sevenths  of  the  time  on  pork  ihonlderB ; 
and  the  remainder,  being  four-sevenths,  they  were  fed  on  pork  short  shoulders,  or,  in 
other  words,  pork  of  the  very  poorest  kind :  in  addition  to  this,  for  one-third  of  a 
month  they  were  supplied  with  salted  mutton,  an  article  always  bearing  an  inferior 
price  in  the  market.  Whether  the  contractor  was  benefited  by  this  deviation  firom  the 
strict  letter  of  his  agreement  or  not,  is  not  material  for  the  committee  to  inqture ;  bat 
the  fact  of  such  a  deviation,  they  have  believed  it  their  duty  to  bring  thus  distinctly  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Association.  The  supply  of  vegetables,  although  answering  to 
the  letter  of  the  agreement,  can  hardly,  we  believe,  be  in  accordaoso  m\h.  vtik  i!^Ss&. 
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Tlie  diree  aood  a  half  bndieU  of  potatoes  per  himdrad  ntioiif,  pro^ 
for  the  first  six  months,  has  resulted  in  a  foil  supply  of  vegetables  for  the  first  fom 
tnoatjb  of  the  year  on/y :  in  June,  a  partial  supply  for  fifteen  days ;  July,  for  four  days; 
and  in  September,  for  eleven  days.  In  the  other  months  oo  vegetables  were  supplied. 
The  following  extract  from  the  oontract  for  rations,  made  by  Philip  Earl,  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  with  Hnam  P.  Bowell,  agent  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Stste  Prison,  coo 
mencing  November  1,  1845,  and  ending  October  31,  1846,  will  show  the  quality  of  tibi 
provisions  provided  for  by  the  contract,  and  the  extract  from  the  kitchen  book,  prwrl 
onsly  given,  will  show  the  actual  supply : — 

Each  hundred  rations  of  said  supplies  shall  consist  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  good 
merchantable  inspected  orime  beef,  slaughtered  and  packed  this  coming  fall  and  whii 
ter,  or  seventy-five  pounds  of  merchantable  inspected  prime  pork ;  fifty  pounds  of  good 
merchantable  sifted  Indian  meal ;  two  gallons  of  good  molasses ;  two  quarts  of  cood 
cider  vineear;  two  ounces  of  good  ground  pepper;  one  quart  of  fine  salt;  and  rarat 
and  a  half  bui^ls  of  potatoes,  or  their  equivalent  in  beets,  turnips,  carrots,  onions,  peas, 
beans,  and  rice,  at  the  agent's  discretion,  and  two  quarts  of  rye  m  the  grain. 

The  contract  for  1847  differs  from  the  foregoing  only  in  making  the  provision  foi 
supply  of  vegetables  discretionary  for  the  first  six  months,  instead  of  absolute,  and  in 
providing  for  a  supply  of  fresh  meat  twice  a  week  during  six  months  of  the  year,  at  tlit 
rate  of  87  pounds  per  100  rations. 

Clxanlinxss. — The  rules  of  the  prison  require  that  each  prisoner  should  be  provided 
with  a  pocket  handkerchief  or  a  towel.  Both  these  articles  seem  indispensable ;  and 
certainly  little  can  be  said  in  favor  of  an  arrangement  which  provides  but  one  article  foi 
two  such  discordant  purposes.  The  use  of  blankets,  instead  of  sheets,  the  want  of  p3* 
lows  and  pillow-cases,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  means  necessary  for  personal  ab< 
Intion,  all  encourage  and  teach  uncleanly  habits.  And  although  weekly  provision  is  made 
for  clean  shirts  and  stockings,  and  the  floors  of  the  cells,  besides  being  occasaonaUy 
swept,  are  almost  daily  besmeared  with  whitewash,  this  is  only  making  clean  the  outsida. 
We  trust  all  these  things  will  be  remedied  as  soou  as  the  Croton  is  introduced. 

The  washing  of  the  establishment  is  performed  by  the  convicts,  in  rather  a  primitive 
manner;  and  although  it  is  often  shockingly  ill-done,  it  nevertheless  answers,  and  wiD 
perhaps  be  considered  good  cnoitgh  for  convicts.  But  whatever  may  be  the  facilities  foe 
washing,  there  is  no  proper  arrangement  for  drying,  at  least  in  the  winter  season ;  so  thai 
£^uently  the  galleries  of  the  prison  are  necessarily  crowded  with  wet  clothes,  thai 
rendering  the  air  impure,  and  filling  the  cells  with  moisture,  making  them  unhealdiy 
and  disagreeable.  An  establishment  like  this  should,  without  doubt,  possess  a  drying)- 
room,  as  well  as  a  proper  apparatus  for  washing. 

EnucATiuif. — By  an  examination  of  the  prisoners  in  the  prison  at  Preston,  England, 
it  was  shown  that,  out  of  146,  135  were  found  who  could  not  say  the  Lord's  prayer, 
and  116  who  could  not  answer  the  question.  Who  is  your  Saviour  1  This  startling  foot 
led  us  to  similar  inquiries  in  this  prison ;  and  although  in  every  instance  in  which  we 
supposed  there  conld  bo  any  reason  to  doubt  the  assertion  of  the  prisoner,  we  insisted 
upon  his  attempt  to  repeat  it,  we  only  found  about  one  in  every  ten  that  could  not 
repeat  it  perfectly ;  a  most  striking  and  decided  difference  in  favor  of  the  educatioii 
of  our  prisoners.  But  notwithstanding  this  flattering  comparison,  much  remains  for  us 
to  do,  in  properly  diffusing  moral,  religious,  and  ordinary  instruction.  The  aentimenf 
of  the  poet,  "  Drink  deep,  or  taste  not  the  Pierian  spring,"  seems  peculiarly  ^pU« 
cable  to  the  case  of  prisoners ;  for  while  small  draughts  intoxicate,  we  may  with  safety 
rely  on  drinking  largely  to  sober  them  again.  Many  of  the  prisoners  show  an  anxious 
desire  for  information,  and  in  some  of  the  cells  we  found  libraries  of  from  ten  to  thir^ 
volumes,  of  the  higher  branches  of  mathematics,  physics,  and  philosophy.  These  pri- 
soners had  been  a  long  time  in  confinement,  and  had  made  most  of  their  proficienoy  in 
these  branches  while  in  durance. 
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To  iflM  all  tiM  aeoanuy  opportuiiitiet  for  imtmction,  tlia  number  of  tMchon 
ihoald  be  increased  fiye  fold ;  and,  in  tbctt  every  keeper  and  officer  of  the  prison  sbould 
not  only  be  competenl,  bat  required  to  take  part,  at  stated  times,  in  the  particular  in- 
struction of  the  conyicts,  while  his  daily  conversation  and  demeanor  should  be  hourly 
and  constantly  conveying  the 'great  lesson  of  moral  duty  and  obligation.  More  atten- 
tioo  should  be  paid  to  procuring  and  selecting  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  convicts.  We 
aro  persuaded  that  much  good  might  result  from  assembling  the  convicts  daily,  morn- 
ing and  evening,  in  the  chapel,  for  five  or  ten  minutes,  for  prayer. 

Ofpicxrs. — A  great  change  has  been  effected  in  the  officers  of  this  prison,  within  the 
isst  two  years,  and  a  higher  order  of  intellect  been  sought  for  and  obtained,  than  was 
ever  before  employed.  Some  few  keepers,  to  be  sure,  still  remain,  on  whose  brow 
natore  has  written  **  animal ;"  but  these  only  hold  their  places  by  an  uncertain  tenure, 
and  occasion  will  only  be  wanting  to  fill  their  places  more  acceptably.  We  fear, 
however,  that  the  standard  is  not  yet  sufficiently  elevated,  and  that  their  pay  is 
inadequate  to  the  imposition  of  those  high  and  important  functions  to  which  we  have 
jnst  alluded. 

CoiTTBACT  System. — This  system,  imder  ignorant,  weak,  or  dishonest  officers,  seema 
best  suited  to  advance  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  instimtion ;  but  with  a  judicious, 
capable,  and  energetic  officer,  it  is  only  paying  to  another  the  profit  the  State  ought 
itself  to  realize.  Besides,  it  is  liable  to  so  many  objections,  on  account  of  the  various 
ways  in  which  it  interferes  with  the  discipline,  and  consequently  with  the  reformation, 
of  the  convicts,  that  it  is  questionable  whether  the  pecuniary  gain  is  not  more  than  com- 
pensated for  by  the  moral  loss. 

Health. — So  fiur  as  the  appearance  of  the  prisoners  is  an  indication  of  their  state  of 
health,  we  should  not  expect  to  find  a  very  high  standard  in  this  prison.  Constant  con> 
finement  to  the  cell  or  the  workshop,  with  previous  exposure,  undoubtedly  prevents 
that  high  tone  of  bodily  vigor  which  is  so  frequent  among  a  free  population.  This,  how- 
ever, is  an  evil  incident  to  imprisonment,  and  common  to  all  prisons ;  but  this  prison 
fidls  fiur  beneath  the  average  of  our  prisons  in  point  of  health,  the  deaths  last  year 
smounting  to  almost  four  in  every  hundred  of  population.  To  what  cause  is  this  in- 
creased mortality  to  be  attributed  7  Is  it  to  be  mainly  ascribed  to  the  greater  number 
of  prisoners ;  the  piling  of  gallery  upon  gallery ;  to  diet,  discipline,  or  medical  treat- 
ment T 

The  diseases  of  the  past  year  seem  to  have  been  similar  to  those  of  former  years,  with 
the  exception  of  the  scurvy,  which  attacked  between  thirty  and  forty  of  the  prisoners, 
but  which  was,  in  most  instances,  speedily  conquered.  There  is,  however,  one  young 
Dan  in  the  hospital,  who  has  been  rendered  a  cripple  for  life  through  this  disease,  and 
is  obliged  to  walk  on  his  knees. 

It  is  a  disgrace  to  the  State,  that,  in  the  midst  of  a  country  producing  such  a  profusion 
of  vegetables,  they  should  suffer  the  convicts  to  be  deprived  of  the  necessary  and  health- 
giving  aliment  until  such  results  are  produced. 

Kitchen. — Next  to  providing  good  food,  is  the  necessity  of  having  it  well  cooked. 
Indeed,  poor  food  may  be  rendered  palatable  by  proper  attention  to  the  manner  of 
preparing  it,  and  good  food  rendered  unpalatable  and  disgusting  by  carelessness  and 
indifference.  The  convicts  in  this  prison  have  to  submit  to  the  inffiction  of  one  of  these 
ev3s  constantly,  and  to  both  occasionally.  This  indifference  about  preparing  the  food, 
lias  an  undoubted  influence  on  the  discipline ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  by  improving 
the  cooking,  the  discipline  would  be  improved. 

If  it  is  necessary  for  punishment  that  men  should  live  on  disgusting  or  unwholesome 
food,  it  is  equally  necessary,  for  productiveness,  that  their  diet  should  be  comfortable 
and  wholesome.  The  practice  of  carrying  their  food  to  their  oella,  there  to  be  consumed, 
seems  highly  objectionable,  as  the  food,  however  well  it  may  be  cooked,  becomea 
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cold  before  it  is  eaten,  and  is  thus  rendered  unpalatable ;  and  in  the  winter  leaion,  W9 
are  informed,  it  is  sometiraes  frozen  before  it  is  used.  The  table  system  seems  to  be 
decidedly  preferable  to  the  present  plan  of  eating  in  the  cells,  and  we  would  urge  ita 
adoption,  both  for  the  purpose  of  economy  and  comfort. 

MiANs  OP  Communication. — The  attempt  to  enforce  the  law  of  silence  has  given 
birth  to  many  stratagems  and  devices,  how  most  effectually  and  safely  its  penalties  may 
be  avoided.  That  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  prevent  communication,  is  apparent  from 
the  admitted  fact,  that  any  unusual  occurrence,  or  interesting  intelligence,  is  knowa 
throughout  the  prison  within  twenty-four  hours  after  it  happens.  It  would  be  impoa- 
iihle  for  us  to  describe  all  the  various  plans  that  ingenuity  has  devised,  for  the  purpoae 
of  defeating  the  intentions  of  the  law.  We  shall,  however,  enumerate  a  few  of  thom, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  frequent  and  various  are  the  opportunities  thus  aflbrded 
them  for  communicating  with  each  other.  After  a  short  novitiate  prisoners  learn  to  con- 
verse without  moving  their  lips ;  so  that,  amid  the  din  of  the  workshop,  with  their  eyes 
fixed  steadily  upon  their  work,  they  ai*e  frequently  able,  in  this  way,  to  hold  free  com- 
muuication.  This  also  happens  in  the  lock-step,  where  they  are  thrown  into  such  close 
proximity.  Another  mode  of  communication  is.  by  means  of  notes  scratched  upon  lea- 
ther, written  with  chalk  or  coal  on  chips,  or  with  pencil  on  scraps  of  paper,  and  hand- 
ed along  the  line  while  mahceuvring  in  the  yaixl.  Those  in  adjoining  cells  conunuuicate 
by  means  of  pieces  of  paper  tied  to  a  string,  and  thrown  from  one  cell-door  to  the 
other.  Notes  are  occasionally  written  on  slates  or  pieces  of  paper,  and  left  with  direc- 
tions to  the  hall-boys  to  carry  to  such  or  such  a  cell,  and  get  an  answer  or  not,  as  the 
case  may  require.  Besides  these  indirect  methods,  there  is  a  vast  deal  of  direct  commu- 
nication. 

Punishments. — The  niles  of  the  prison,  established  m  September  last,  by  the  in- 
spectors, provide  that  all  punishments  sliall  be  ordered  by  the  principal  keeper »  and 
limits  their  kind  to  the  following,  viz. :  Privation  of  food — privation  of  bedding,  of 
books,  of  tobacco — change  of  work,  of  dress,  of  rations — solitary  confinement — shower- 
bath — the  lash.  The  penalties  of  the  lash  and  shower-bath  can  only  be  inflicted  in  the 
presence  of  the  keeper. 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  these  rules,  the  keeper  of  the  prison  had  himself  com- 
menced the  work  of  reform,  in  which  he  has  steadily  persevered  to  this  moment ;  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  know,  that  while  the  discipline  of  the  prison  is  perfecdy  maintained, 
the  number  of  offences  and  amount  of  punishment  have  rapidly  decreased. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  the  confident  belief  that  the  present  keeper  in- 
tends most  strictly  to  carry  out  the  good  work  which  he  has  so  auspiciously  begoOt 
we  feel  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  call  attention  to  an  occurrence  which  perhaps  was,  more 
than  anything  elae,  instrumental  in  bringing  about  the  very  melioration  we  have  jut 
described.  We  should  not,  however,  have  performed  our  duty  as  faithful  examiners,  if 
we  had  omitted  to  notice  so  questionable  a  use  of  power.  The  following  testimony  is 
therefore  presented. 

Extracted  from  the  journal  of  the  keeper,  Harnian  Eldridge : — . 

January  29,  1846.  Opened  in  good  order.  Mr.  Coates  sent  for  me  about  half-paft 
two  o'clock,  and  informed  me  that  two  of  his  negroes  had  been  quarrelling.  I  informed 
him  that  relief  should  be  sent  him,  and  directed  him  to  take  tnem  into  the  hall  and 
punish  them.  When  Mr.  Coates  arrived  in  the  haU  with  Orange  and  Johnson,  Orange 
refused  to  be  punished,  and  threatened  the  life  of  any  person  that  should  venture  to  vbj 
hands  on  him,  and  drew  his  knife.  After  striking  at  Mr.  Coates,  he  retreated  into  bit 
cell,  tore  oflf  a  piece  of  the  bunk,  and  succeeded  in  taking  a  pole,  about  six  feet  long, 
from  Mr.  Coates,  all  of  which  he  had  in  his  cell,  and  swore  that  he  would  die  or  take 
the  life  of  some  one  before  he  would  yield.  Various  efibrts  were  made  before  we 
could  secure  him.  After  a  desperate  effort,  Oranse  was  taken  from  the  cell,  and  pop- 
ished  about  50  lashes.  I  then  put  a  pair  of  shackles  on  his  ankles,  and  placed  him  in 
the  outer  ward.    Thus  ended  the  most  unpleasant  afVemoon  I  ever  expenenced. 
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The  teBtimony  of  the  man  Orange. — A  man  down  in  stonenihop  imaahed  my  fin-  ' 

fera.  I  told  him  he  ought  to  take  care,  and  when  he  went  out  doors  he  struck  at  me ; 
feinted  off;  he  struck  often ;  I  dodged,  and  the  barrow  man  finally  jumped  between 
Hi.  I  don't  think  I  struck  Peter,  but  believe  I  kicked  at  him  once.  The  man  had  a 
mallet,  and  said  he  would  kill  me.  Mr.  Coates  came  out ;  I  went  into  the  shop.  Mr. 
Coates  ordered  me  to  stand  by  the  stove  while  he  took  the  other  man  to  the  shan^ 
and  talked  to  him.  Mr.  C.  and  the  man  then  returned  and  sent  for  Mr.  E.  Mr.  E. 
did  not  say  anything  to  me.  AAer  Mr.  E.  left,  Mr.  Coates  ordered  me  to  the  hall  to 
be  flogged.  I  told  Mr.  C.  I  had  been  flogged  once  or  twice,  and  I  have  now  done 
nothing  worthy  of  flosging.  Are  you  going  to  flog  Peter,  too  7  None  of  your  business, 
was  tbe  reply.  He  then  told  me  to  pdl  on  my  jacket  I  told  him  I  had  done  nothing, 
and  did  not  calculate  to  be  tied  up  and  beat  this  way.  You  won't  pull  off,  then  ?  I 
told  him  I  would  leave  the  case  to  the  inspectors,  but  I  would  not  pull  off.  Mr.  C 
did  not  say  anything  more,  but  Mr.  Van  Wart  haided  off  and  struck  me  over  my  head 
with  a  cluD.  They  sent  for  Mr.  £.,  and  he  told  me  he  would  give  me  five  minutes  to 
pull  off.  I  refused.  Guards  were  sent  for,  and  Mr.  C.  struck  me  with  a  club.  I 
struck  Mr.  Coates.  The  guards  prickofl  me  with  their  bayonets,  and  I  ran  into  the 
cell.  I  have  three  scars  where  I  was  stabbed.  I  was  in  the  cell ;  they  asked  mo  to 
come  out.  I  told  them  they  might  as  well  kill  me  in  the  cell  as  out.  They  sent  for 
hooppoles  and  punched  me  till  1  could  not  stand.  They  then  caught  me  by  the  heels 
and  dragged  me  out,  tied  me  up,  whipped  me,  and  then  put  me  here.  Three  of  them 
whipped  me — gave  me  about  nfteen  lashes  apiece.  I  was  kicked  in  the  head  when 
dragged  out  of  the  cell  by  Mr.  Van  Wart.  While  I  was  in  the  cell  Mr.  Eldridge  fired 
St  me  with  a  pistol,  which  took  eiiect  in  my  wrist.  After  the  whipping  they  put  me 
in  here,  and  kept  me  on  bread  and  water  eight  months.  My  legs  were  shackled.  ' 
The  shackles  were  only  removed  yesterday.  My  wrist  is  not  sound  yet.  After  the  ] 
eighth  month  I  had  the  ordinary  ration. 

The  above  narrative  was  taken  down  by  one  of  the  committee,  in  Orange's  cell,  and 
as  nearly  in  his  own  words  as  possible. 

John  CoaleSf  assistant  keeper,  deposes  and  says : — Pete  Orange  was  sent  to  my  shop 
to  work  about  ten  days  before  the  occurrence  I  am  about  to  relate.     I  was  coming 
down  to  the  shop  and  saw  him  and  Johnson  scuffling.     When  I  arrived  at  the  door, 
one  barrow  man  bad  one,  and  another  the  other,  parting  them.    I  called  them  into  the 
ibop  and   inquired   differently,  and  wrote  a  note  to  Mr.  Eldridge,  wishing  him  to 
come  to  my  shop  (stone.^    Mr.  E.  came  in  and  said  he  would  send  relief,  and  ordered 
me  to  take  the  man  into  the  hall  and  punish  him.     I  took  Orange  first,  and  then  fetohed 
Peter.     I  told  O.  w^e  sliould  have  to  whip  both.     He  wanted  me  to  whip  Peter  first, 
then  he  would  pull  his  shirt  off.    I  ordered  him,  peremptorily,  to  take  his  shirt  off, 
«nd  he  refiised.    1  then  sent  for  Mr.  £.,  and  he  came  and  ordered  him  to  take  it  off, 
and  he  disobeyed.     I  think  Mr.  E.  repeated  four  or  five  times  the  order,  and  the  last 
time  told  him  he  would  give  him  five  minutes  to  consider,  and  if  he  did  not  have  it  off, 
then  he  would  brine  some  one  that  would  force  him ;  and  he  brought  two  guards  with 
bayonets.     Mr.  E.  directed  the  guards  to  close  in  on  Orange  for  the  purpose  of  gettins 
liis  shirt  off.     They  did  not  act  as  I  should,  and  got  him  in  a  position  wnere  we  could 
not  get  at  him  ;   got  him  up  against  a  wall ;  we  could  not  get  at  him,  and  I  struck  him 
with  a  stick,  with  intent  to  break  his  arm,  but  my  stick  broke,  and  he  made  a  jump  at 
me  with  intent  to  jam  me  against  a  post,  and  I  cleared  him ;  he  struck  at  me  at  the 
same  time ;   by  that  means  he  escaped  the  guard  and  got  into  the  cell,  and  he  was 
requested  to  come  out,  and  he  got  the  knife  that  was  in  the  cell,  and  bunk  \es,  and 
swore  be  would  kill  the  first  man  that  entered.     I  tried  to  strike  them  out  of  his  nand, 
but  could  not  succeed.     Mr.  E.  then  requested  him  to  come  out.     He  replied*he  would 
die  first.     I  went  into  the  blacksmith's  shop  and  got  a  piece  of  iron  for  the  purpose  of 
nulling  him  down.    We  did  not  succeed ;  and  Mr.  E.  told  him  if  he  did  not  come  out 
be  would  shoot  him ;  and  gave  him  some  time  to  deliberate.    He  still  refused,  and 
Mr.  E.  fired  twice.     We  could  not  get  him  out  thus.     The  door  was  shut  when  Mr.  £. 
fired.     We  then  sent  for  hooppoles :  with  these  we  effected  his  subjugation  by  beat- 
ing him  down.     I  and  Mr.  Van  Wart  then  went  in  and  dragged  him  out     We  were 
-then  directed  by  Mr.  £.  to  take  hia  clothes  off,  which  we  did.     Mr.  E.  flogged  him. 
Guess  be  gave  him  about  twenty  cuts.     I  don't  recollect  whether  Mr.  Van  Wart 
flogged  him ;   I  can't  say  whether  I  did  or  not    I  flogged  Guinea  Pete,  I  know,  often. 
After  being  flogged,  he  was  shackled  and  leg  irons  put  upon  him,  when  he  threat- 
ened, if  ever  he  got  clear,  to  take  the  life  of  some  of  us. 
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Q.  What  effect  would  it  have  had  upon  the  discipline  of  the  priaon  to  have  left  him 
in  solituy  confinement  ? 

A.  I  think  it  would  have  been  very  ruinous,  as  the  cell  did  not  belong  to  him,  and 
we  should  have  been  obliged  to  have  turned  another  convict  out  of  his  place ;  thus 
showing  that  we  had  been  foiled  in  an  attempt  to  coerce. 

Experiment  had  already  been  made  upon  him  in  solitary  confinement 

Sing  Sing,  November  10,  1846.  JOHN  COAXES. 

Sworn  to  before  the  Inspecting  Committee. 

Mr.  Stephen  Van  Wart,  assistant  keeper.  Mr.  Coates  called  me  into  the  hall,  and 
asked  Tom  why  he  would  not  pull  off  his  shirt ;  he  said  he  would  be  damned  if  he 
would.  I  told  him  it  would  be  worse  for  him  if  he  did  not ;  and  he  said  his  clothes 
fitted  too  snug,  and  he  would  not  pull  them  off  for  any  man.  T  told  him  we  would  get 
some  black  follows  and  have  his  clothes  taken  off;  then  he  said,  I  want  you  to  under- 
stand one  thing,  I  calculate  to  die  before  I  get  out  of  this,  and  sotpe  of  you  have  got  to 
be  buried  with  me,  you  mast  make  up  your  minds  to  that.  Then  Mr.  Coates  came  in, 
and  I  told  him  ho  had  better  go  after  Mr.  Eldridse.  He  then  asked  me  what  I  was 
going  to  do  with  a  club  I  held  in  my  hand.  Ittola  him  very  probably  he  would  get  it, 
unless  he  yielded.  Upon  that,  he  stepped  up  towards  me,  and  I  told  him  if  he  raised 
his  hand  I  would  blow  his  brains  out.  By  this  time  Mr.  Cldridge  and  Mr.  Coat^ 
came.  Mr.  E.  gave  him  five  minutes  to  pull  his  coat  off,  or  else  be  would  have 
trouble ;  he  said  he  preferred  trouble.  Then  Mr.  E^  told  four  black  fellows  to  seize 
him.  They  refused,  because  be  had  a  knife,  (they  saw  him  have  it  before  he  came 
from  the  shop.)  and  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  kill  somebody,  (Gardiner  saw  Robin- 
son, Peter  Johnson,  and  another.)  Mr.  E.  said,  If  that  is  the  case,  I  will  send  for  a 
guard.  Guard  came.  Mr.  E.  asked  again  if  he  would  give  up ;  he  said  no.  Mr.  E. 
told  guard  to  shove  him  up  to  the  ring,  but  he  would  not  budge  only  as  they  pushed 
him  with  their  bayonets.  They  shoved  him  up  to  the  ring,  and  Mr.  Coates  struck  him 
with  a  hickory  club,  not  as  big  as  a  man's  wnst,  which  broke  in  two  on  his  arm ;  and 
he  struck  at  Mr.  Coates,  but  did  not  hit  him.  Coates'  hat  fell  off.  Then  denonent 
struck  him  with  a  small  cane.  Upon  that,  be  jumped  into  the  cell  and  tore  a  leg  off 
one  of  the  bunks,  with  which  he  kept  us  at  bay.  After  he  got  in  he  threatened  our 
lives ;  swore  he  would  be  the  death  of  us.  Then  we  told  Mr.  Eldndge  it  was  no  use, 
he  would  not  submit,  and  the  best  way  was  to  shoot  him.  Mr.  E.  said  he  did  not 
want  to  kUl  him  if  he  could  cripple  him  so  as  to  subdue  him.  Finally  Mr.  E.  poked 
his  pistol  through  the  grates,  and  nred  at  him  twice — fired  at  his  legs,  as  near  as  I  could 
judge.  Mr.  E.  then  asked  him  if  he  would  give  in ;  he  said.  No,  by  Jesus  Christ,  I 
won't.  Mr.  E.  again  demanded  if  he  would  give  up,  and  he  said.  No.  by  God,  I  won't 
give  up ;  and  Mr.  E.  fired  at  him  again.  Then  Mr.  E.  sent  alter  Mr.  Rowell ;  so  he  came 
and  talked  to  him,  and  got  no  more  satisfaction  than  the  rest.  Mr.  R.  then  said.  It  is 
no  use  talking  with  him,  we  must  have  him  out,  dead  or  alive.  Mr.  R.  sent  to  the 
cooper's  yard  and  got  a  couple  of  hoop  poles  and  four  good-sized  green  hickory  clubs; 
Mr.  Coates  got  on  one  side  of  the  door,  and  myself  on  the  other,  and  the  guard  punched 
him  with  these  hoop  Doles,  and  he  partly  fell  down,  and  I  ran  in ;  and  I  kept  striking 
him,  as  hard  as  I  coula,  on  the  head,  to  keep  him  down.  While  I  was  striking  him, 
a  knife  fell  out  of  his  hand,  which,  with  my  foot,  I  kicked  out  of  the  cell.  I  kept  on 
striking,  and  Mr.  Coates'  ^ard  caught  hold  of  his  legs  and  dragged  him  out  of  the 
cell,  I  oeating  him  the  while,  to  keep  him  down. 

After  wo  ^ot  him  out  we  asked  him  again  if  he  was  going  to  give  up.  He  said  no. 
We  asked  him  if  he  would  pull  his  clothes  off.  He  said  no.  So  we  undertook  to  tear 
them  off;  and  what  we  could  not  tear  off  we  cut  off  with  the  knife  that  dropped  from 
him.  This  was  a  case  knife.  When  asked  if  it  was  not  the  knife  that  belonged  to  the 
cell,  he  said  he  should  think  not.  The  barrowman  said  he  had  a  knife  in  his  coat.  We 
stripped  him,  and  two  of  us  held  him  up  to  the  ring  while  he  was  tied.  Mr.  E.  took 
the  cats  and  flogged  him ;  but  how  many  lashes  he  gave  him  I  cannot  tell.  Then  I 
took  the  cats  anu  took  a  turn  at  him.  He  did  not  give  in  then,  and  Mr.  Coates  took 
the  cats.  Finally  Mr.  E.  said.  It's  no  use,  he  does  not  give  in.  We  will  untie  him 
and  put  a  pair  of  heavy  shackles  on  him.  Then,  after  he  got  his  shackles  on,  he  looked 
round  and  said,  By  the  eternal  Jesus  Christ,  if  I  ever  get  mese  shackles  off,  and  get  mj 
liberty,  I  will  have  your  lives.  We  got  four  or  five  black  fellows  to  carry  him  into  tfaie 
new  prison,  where  we  left  him.  I  know  not  whether  ^e  shot  took  effect,  or  wbedier 
bayonets  pierced  the  flesh.    Saw  blood  on  his  arm,  which  I  thought  came  from  a  blow. 

Sing  Sing,  November  10,  1846.  STEPHEN  VAN  WART. 

Sworn  to  before  tha  Inspecting  Committee. 
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Mr,  Hiram  P.  RoweU,  bein^  examined,  deposes  as  follows: — ^I  knew  nothing  d  tile 
case  until  Orange  had  made  his  escape  into  the  cell.  When  I  first  saw  him  the  cell  door 
was  shut.  He  was  being  remonstrated  with,  to  induce  him  to  come  oat.  He  was  in  a 
towering  passion.  I  went  to  his  cell  door  and  remonstrated  with  him,  and  told  him,  in 
strong  terms,  of  the  folly  of  his  course — said  to  him  he  woald  have  to  be  sabdaed,  for  the 
sske  of  order  and  government — I  think  I  said,  at  all  hazards.  He  answered  coDtinually 
with  oaths  and  blasphemy,  and  swore  that  he  would  not  come  out  of  his  cell  alive.  I 
told  him  he  would  have  to  come  out — if  persuasion  could  not  induce  him  force  must ; 
that  he  had  not  the  sympathy  of  his  fellow-canvicts,  for  that  many  were  ready  to  assist 
in  enforcing  obedience.  He  still  {>er8isted  in  swearins  that  he  would  not  come  out.  I 
then  left  and  came  to  the  office.  Soon  after  Mr.  Eldndge  again  sent  for  me,  and  when 
I  got  there  Mr.  E.  said  he  believed  he  should  have  tf)  shoot  nim.  I  should  have  men- 
tbned,  that  when  I  first  saw  him  he  was  armed  with  the  leg  of  a  bunk  in  one  hand,  and 
a  knife  in  the  other — I  am  sure  he  had  a  knife,  as  I  saw  the  glitter.  When  I  went  into 
the  hall  I  told  Mr.  E.  if  it  was  possible  to  subjugate  without  shooting  him,  it  would  be 
best,  and  went  to  cell  door  again,  which,  I  believe,  was  still  closed,  and  reasoned,  re- 
monstrated, aud  threatened,  and  was  still  answered  with  oaths,  and  refusal  on  his  part 
to  come  out.  I  then  left  Mr.  £.,  with  the  remark,  that  although  it  would  be  a  source 
of  regret,  I  did  not  see  but  he  would  have  to  shoot  him. 

Some  little  time  after  I  went  to  the  hall  again.  I  was  then  informed  by  Mr.  E.  that  he 
hsd  shot  at  him,  with  intent  to  wound  or  maim  him — I  thihlphe  said  twice.  He  thought 
be  had  hit  him.  Still  he  would  not  yield.  The  negro  stood  in  an  angle  of  the  cell, 
with  his  hand  pressed  agaiust  his  groin,  making  considerable  ado,  as  thoush  he  had 
been  hit.  I  spoke  to  him  again,  requesting  him  to  come  out.  He  answered,  with  an 
oath,  that  he  would  die  first.  I  tl^n  directed  one  of  the  waiters  in  the  haU,  with  Mr. 
E.'s  consent,  to  go  to  the  coopers' yard  and  get  two  small  hooppoles,  with  some  half 
dozen  ends  of  hooppoles  for  clubs.  When  they  came,  I  directed  the  guard  to  punch 
him  in  the  side,  for  tlie  purpose  of  making  him  drop  his  knife  and  bunk  leg,  so  that  we 
could  get  at  him  and  secure  him.  As  soon  as  they  had  secured  him  I  came  away.  I 
ooght  to  state,  that  I  waa  making  arrangements  to  go  to  Albany,  and  was  s<i  much  oc- 
cupied as  to  make  it  difficult  for  me  to  be  present  during  the  whole  afiair,  which  lasted 
over  two  hours. 

I  want  to  say,  in  relation  to  this  man,  that,  in  all  my  experieuce  in  prison  matters,  I 
have  never  seen  a  man  that  possessed  so  much  of  the  demon  as  this.  Generally,  when 
Mr.  E.  leaves  the  prison,  its  management  rests  with  me ;  and  I  have  had  difficulties 
with  him  before,  and  have  never  yet  found  one  so  utterly  incorrigible  and  hardened 
against  reproof,  remonstration,  or  rebuke,  as  this  Orange. 

Q.  Why,  when  Orange  was  shut  in  his  cell  and  secure  from  injuring  others,  was  he 
■ot  left  to  be  subdued  by  solitary  confinement,  without  further  violence  ? 

A.  As  far  as  my  own  opinion  is  concerned,  solitary  confinement  had  been  tried,  to  my 
knowledge,  without  having  produced  any  beneficial  result. 

Q.  What  effect  would  the  leaving  him  in  the  cell,  under  those  circumstances,  haye 
had  upon  discipline  ? 

A.  It  would,  I  think,  have  been  almost  destructive  of  good  and  efficient  discipline.  I 
rsmarked  to  Orange  that  he  would  have  to  be  punished,  to  prevent  hundreds  or  others 
being  punished  for  similar  cause.  HIRAM  P.  ROWELL. 

8img  Sinff,  November  10,  1846. 

Sworn  to  before  the  Inspecting  Committee. 

Offici  State  Prisoh,  Mt.  Pliasaht,  ) 

January  12,  1847.        S 
Doctor  John  D.  Russ  : 

Dear  Sir: — ^Your  note,  dated  5th  instant,  contsining inquiries  in  regard  to  Orange, 
%M  duly  received,  but  a  press  of  business  prevented  me  fiom  answering  until  the  pre- 
sont  moment 

You  ask  me  to  state  the  probable  efiect  upon  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  if,  when 
Orange  ran  into  the  cell  and  the  door  was  shut  upon  him,  ne  had  been  left  to  himself  f 
I  answer,  that  it  would  have  entirely  destroyed  the  discipline  of  the  prison  $  because 
aome  thirty  or  forty  of  the  convicts  saw  and  heard  all  Oranse  said  and  done.  They 
Itoard  him  bid  defiance  to  the  keepers,  and  threaten  the  life  of  the  first  man  thatshoida 
hiy  his  hand  upon  him.  They  heard  him  say  there  would  be  a  funeral  to-morrow. 
They  had  seen  him  armed  with  a  knife  and  a  billet  of  wood.  They  had  seen  him  aim 
%  deadly  blow  at  one  of  the  keepers,  and  heard  him  roar  like  a  mailman,  qttwring  tb* 
^Dnlest  imprecations,  so  loud  that  ne  oonld  be  heard  all  oyer  the  prison. 
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It  was  a  case  that  required  prompt  ^actum,  althoogh  it  waa  met  in  the  most  oaotiaiia 
mamier,  bs  you  will  perceive  by  the  testimony  of  IVlr.  Rowell,  our  Agent. 

1  wa«  determined  to  subdue  him,  and  without  injaring  him,  if  I  could.  I  parleyed 
with  him  a  long  time.  So  did  others.  I  counselled  with  our  Agent,  and  finally  we  aoc- 
ceeded  in  taking  him  from  the  cell,  and  secured  him,  so  that  he  could  neither  injure 
himself  or  others.  And  I  have  no  doubt  it  has  learned  the  inmates*  of  this  prison  the 
leBsarif  that  they  cannot  resist  the  authorities  of  the  prison  with  impunity,  and  thereby 
has  prevented  a  recurrence  of  a  similar  outbreak,  and  perhaps  saved  the  lives  of  both 
keepers  and  convicts. 

I  do  not  know  what  more  I  can  say  on  this  subject,  than  has  already  been  said  to  you 
by  our  Agent,  Mr.  Bowell.  It  was  a  sad  afiair,  and  ought  to  have  been  seen  to  be  well 
understood.     I  have  no  desire,  however,  to  ever  wimess  the  like  again. 

I  intended  to  have  sent  ^ou,  with  this,  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  employment  of 
oar  men,  but  I  cannot  possibly  get  it  ready  before  the  day  after  to-morrow,  say  14th. 

I  am  truly  yours, 

HABMAN  ELDRIDGE. 

The  following  testimony  in  favor  of  a  mild  system  of  prison  government,  will  be  reed 
with  interest,  as  it  embodies  the  experience  of  individuals  best  qualified  to  judge : 

David  Dakin,  keeper  oH^oopers'-shop.     Has  been  keeper  since  15th  October. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  a  conduct  book  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  your  usual  course  in  keeping  this  book  ? 

A.  I  minute  down  the  offence,  name  of  informant,  the  hour  of  complaint,  and  tune 
of  commission,  etc. 

Q.  Do  you  minute  down  every  offence  ? 

A.  No.  Trifling  offences,  I  admonish.  But  every  serious  infiraction  of  the  mlea  la 
reported. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  punishments  being  inflicted  that  are  not  noted  in  the  book  f 

A.  No. 

Q.  How  many  men  are  in  your  shop  T 

A.  Forty-three. 

Q.  Have  any  persons  been  whipped  since  you  have  been  in  oflice  1 

A.  Only  one,  for  lying  and  general  misconauct— seven  lashes. 

DAVID  DAKIN. 

Martin  Marcley,  keeper  in  the  file-shop,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  has  been  keeper 
three  years  and  a  half. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  change  in  the  government  of  the  prison  since  you  first  came 
here? 

A.  Very  great  I  came  in  under  Elam  Lynes,  and  have  continued  up  to  this  mo- 
ment. 

Q.  Will  you  please  state  in  what  that  change  consists  7 

A.  In  the  discipline  and  government  of  the  prison.  The  government  of  the  prison 
has  been  administered  in  a  more  kind  and  humane  manner ;  out  the  discipline  of  the 
prison  has  been  kept  up. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  government  and  discipline  are  as  good  now  as  under  the 
severer  system  7 

A.  Better. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  men  do  as  much  work  now  as  under  the  former  method  ? 

A.  I  do.  ^  And  perhaps  I  may  say  they  have  done  better.  At  any  rate,  they  have 
gone  to  their  du^r  more  cheerfully. 

Q.  Do  you  feel  positive  Uiere  lias  been  no  falling  off  in  the  amount  of  work  done  7 

A.  I  think  I  am,  so  far  as  my  shop  is  concerned.  I  keep  the  time  book  of  the  shop, 
as  well  as  the  job  book,  and  besides,  the  contractor  expresses  himself  well  satisfied.  I 
have  occasion,  often,  to  inquire  of  him,  and  he  has  often  expressed  this  opinion. 

Q.  Do  you  keep  a  conduct  book  7 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  conduct  book  ? 

A.  To  keep  an  account  of  the  offences ;  the  time  and  manner  of  their  occurrence. 

Q.  What  is  the  use  of  the  conduct  book  ' 

*The  wholo  scene  was  oodoobfeedly  commankatad  throogbont  the  prison  wttfatn  twantj-ibv hovs 
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A.  It  if  to  report  to  the  keeper,  who  oiden  the  pmuihmentytbe  oondiiet  of  the  prii- 


Q.  Doef  the  keeper  witnen  the  panishment  f 

A.  In  caeee  of  a  shower  bath,  the  lash,  or  any  punishment  of  this  nature,  he  is  al- 
^vrars  present,  either  in  person  or  by  deputy. 

4.  How  loDS  since  this  pkin  has  been  adopted  f 

A.  It  was  adopted  with  the  condnct  book.  Prevtons  to  its  adoption  every  keeper 
had  the  privilege  to  ponish,  bat  each  assistant  keeper  wrote  a  note  to  the  principel 
keeper,  stating  ihe  offence  and  the  manner  of  the  punishments. 

Q.  Was  there  any  infraction  of  this  rale  ? 

A.  Perhaps  so,  occasionally.    I  recollect  once  neglecting  to  do  it  in  season  myself 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  any  keepers  having  punished  a  prisoner,  and  then  reported  a  le« 
number  m  stripes  than  was  actually  inflicted  7 

A.  Not  personally ;  although  some  of  the  keepers  have  told  me  that  they  had  done 
flo.  At  present  nothing  of  this  kind  can  occur,  iNscause  the  head  keeper  notices  in  the 
conduct  Dook,  the  kind  and  manner  of  punishment,  and  its  infliction  takes  place  in  the 

Sresence  of  both  the  keeper  who  made  the  complaint,  and  the  principal  keeper  or  his 
epaty. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  complaints  having  been  made  in  relation  to  food  f 
A.  Sometimes,  but  not  very  often.    A  few  weeks  since  there  was  some  complaint, 
but  none  now. 

Q.  How  many  men  are  there  in  your  department  7 

A.  There  are  150  men  in  the  fileshop,  but  I  lock  up  48.  There  are,  in  aD,  about 
75  men  under  my  charge  in  the  shop.  Punishments  by  flogging  have  much  diminished 
since  the  last  year. 

Q.  Do  you  report,  in  your  conduct  book,  overy  offence  7 

A.  No.  There  are  some  trifling  offences  for  which  I  admonish  the  convict  and  do 
not  report  The  cases  which  are  so  called  up  and  admonished  are  about  one-fourth  of 
the  whole. 

MARTIN  MARCLEY. 

The  preceding  testimony  and  the  corresponding  tables  embody  the  result  of  our  ez- 
axnination. 

AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  D.  BUSS, 
JOHN  DUER, 

JOHN  W.  EDMONDS,  [c^,mmitt»»  «f  fk^nioM 

RENSSELAER  N.  HAVENS,  f  ^^'"•««"«  V  Mtpeenan, 

ABNER  BENEDICT, 
CYRUS  CURTIS, 
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Tabi.1  X. — due*  ^Sidtnet*,  Ltamey,  and  Dealk.  in  At  emtrte  of  the  Year. 


\        Over  an. 

UBd«  SO. 

TuW   Adult  B.J  Jut 

ll 

S. 

w. 

N. 

F. 

H 

W 

« 

F 

B. 

w. 

». 

F. 

Cmuumption  . 

~r 

IS 

1 

~ 

1 

Tj^Cil  fever     ■    .        ■    . 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

DjMnlery       . 

1 

1 
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F.!>-9r      . 

3 

SecoudBry  (Tpbilu 
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' 

1 
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Cough 

10 
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7 

31 

7 

34 

31 
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Cb..le™  morbui 

2 
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Table  XHl.-'ReceipU. 


From  UK>r  on  contncti                                   ... 
From  o&er  labor  by  oonvicti       ..... 

Total  from  labor  of  conriota 

From  convicta'  deponts*            ..... 

From  the  State  treaaury    ...... 

From  rent  of  hooae  and  &rm           ..... 

From  nle  of  swUl  and  aoap-greaae       .... 

1 

$47,711 
9,686 

69 
45 

14 

98 
00 
16 
90 

18 

$57,398 

196 

18,000 

434 

945 

$76,965 

*  Whatever  money  a  prisoner  may  liare  at  the  time  of  his  commitment,  is  receiTed  by  the  Afiot 
eanied  into  his  senml  account;  and  on  the  prisoner's  discharge  is  paid  to  him.  Where  tibe  amoont 
exoeeds  $10^  tt  draws  intsrest  for  the  convict 


Tabub  XIV. — Manner  in  which  Prisoner  $  were  employed  at  the  date  of  the 

Inspection. 


MALES. 


Produafne. 

On  the  file  oontract 
Weaving  carpeta 
Making  ooota  and  shoes 
Making  saddlery  hardware 
Making  hata  . 
Catting  for         .        .        . 
On  the  ouoper'a  contract 
Making  toya 
Paintin|^  shadea 
Qoarrymg  and  catting  atone 
Carpentera    . 
Blackamitha 

Total 


148 
106 
40 
48 
25 
40 
44 
2 
2 
55 
8 
6 

.  524 


Unproduelice. 

On  the  water-works 

Sick  and  infirm   .... 

In  kitchen       .... 

Waiters 

Making  and  mending  clothea  . 
Working  aboat  yard  and  qoarriea 
Coopers  at  work  for  State 

Total 


76 
20 
17 
22 
54 
22 
2 

213 


Froduetivt. 


Makkg  battona 
Binding  hata 


Total. 


FEMALES. 

Vhffroduetive. 
20     Sick  and  infirm 
16      Waiters 

At  work  for  the  priaon    . 


36 


Total 


9 
12 
10 

31 


aiNG   SING    STATE   PftlflON. 
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Tabub  XV. — The  Receiipt$  of  the  Prison^  for  Ac  Labor  of  Pritoners  during 

(he  Year. 


1 

.  On  Contracts. 

Coopers  shop      .... 

Boot  and  shoe  shop 

For  shop        ..... 

Hat  shop                        .           .           •        , 

Brass  shop  ..... 

File  shop 

Weave  shops          .... 

To^  shops      ..... 

PaintShop           .            •            .            .            . 

Button  shop            .... 

Miscellaneous  Labor. 

Stone  shop  and  qoarriea 

Smith  shop          ..... 

Total  earnings 

$5,099 

5,685 

4,302 

3,156 

6,194 

13,813 

8,799 

343 

226 

90 

16 
64 
53 
23 
86 
19 
18 
93 
17 
81 

98 
97 

$47,711 
8,951 

70 

95 
65 

8,855 
95 

$56,663 

Table  XVI. — Total  Coat  of  the  Prison  under  the  following  Heads. 


Total  cost  of  prison  diet 
of  hospital 


4< 
•< 
tl 
tt 
U 
tt 
tt 
tl 
tt 


of  board  of  lunatics  • 

of  clothinff,  bedding,  and  fumitore  . 

of  fuel  ana  lights 

of  stationery  and  postage 

of  tobacco     .... 


of  parents  to  discharged  conyicta 

of  officers*  salaries 

of  sundries  not  mentioned    . 


Total  expenses  of  prison  finr  the  year,  not  including  additions,  alter> 
ations,  and  repairs        ...... 

Repairs,  alterations,  and  additions,  in  and  about  the  prison  during 
the  year  ........ 

Total  expenses  of  the  prison  for  the  year 


$22,047 

47 

1,405 

59 

714 

80 

8,596 

14 

7,189 

70 

351 

78 

222 

86 

630 

17 

28,496 

71 

1,689 

57 
29 

$71,345 

6,122 

51 
80 

$77,467 

iVot*— Prison  diet  per  bead  per  umum,    $28  00 
CloCfaing  and  beddiBf  ditto,  9  96 

Table  XVII. — Total  Expenses  of  the  Prison  for  the  Year, 


Total  expenses  for  the  year,  not  including  repairs,  alteratbns,  and  } 
additions  .  .  .5 

Total  receipts,  excluding  payments  from  tba  State  treasury     . 

Actual  cost  to  the  State,  not  including  repairs,  alterations  and  addi-  ? 
tions  .  .  .'  .  .  .5 

Repairs,  alterations,  and  additions    ..... 

Total  cost  to  the  State  for  the  year 


$71,345* 
59,965 


$12,380 
6,122 


$18,502 


29 

19 


10 
51 


61  ! 


*  lUi  ram,  divided  by  the  sggremte  number  of  days  for  which  the  whole  of  the  priaoaen  baro 
been  in  cnafeodr  during  the  year,  wiU  giro  a  little  oTer  93  cents  and  a  half  aa  the  coat  of  each  prisoner 
per  day.  or  i82  67  per  aminm. 


Table  XVIIL 


•Nothing  and  Bedding:    showing  the  Number  of  ArtieUs 
issued  to  each  Prisoner,    No  retun. 
26 
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Tabu  XIX. — Soiariu,  Fte*,  EaulumaiU.  etc.,  of  Cjgiceri  tf  At  StaU  Pritm 
at  Saig  Xing. 


ad«iB 

NMnarFMind 

NUBB. 

Omce. 

Ago. 

.ppoiBica. 

"niiAmounuihcfeoC 

Hiram  P.  Bowel 

Agent 

is 

liaoo  00 

Humnu  Eldred^ 

Keeper 

Feb.  1844 

Hoaia  and  FnaL 

Levi  L.  I.ockwood 

Clerk 
Phyno-anJBarg. 

Sept.  1845 

Adriui  K.  HulFiDsii 

May,  1843 

Private  Pr«flc* 

Maliliew  D.  Oordon 

Chaplain 

35 

Aug.  IS 46 

500  OO 

Johu  Moad 

AHiitBDt  Keeper 

May.  1843 

500  00 

Edward  P-  Agate 

500  00 

JnnalhiD  Knapp 

40 

:m  00 

Oliver  Weseotl 

63 

Juiie.lS13 

500  00 

Martin  MarelBy 

3a 

500  00 

Jolin  Coaiw* 

37 

Dec.  1843 

fiOO  00 

.lohn  LeggoM,  Jr. 

13 

Jane,  1843 

;.oo  00 

Erutiu  Hemeowty 

43 

Mar.  1844 

.'.00  no 

W«ni  Acltar 

SH 

June.  1844 

500  00 

Comfort  Cmpvev 

ss 

Jone.1845 

SOO  00 

Daniel  S.  Hombeclt 

37 

aoo  00 

J.  Malcolm  Smilh 

as 

Apr.  1846 

5D0  00 

William  Hodden 

500  00 

A.  VI.  BarhiDi 

37 

500  00 

R.  W-  Smiih.  Jr, 

aa 

Jane,  1810 

500  00 

Juhn  P.  Trouki 

30 

Sept.  181G 

500  00 

f:dwiu  Van  Taaaell 

3S 

Oct.  isie 

500  00 

JohQ  M.  QahagM 

as 

500  00 

David  Dakin 

S9 

Sept.  1846 

500  00 

Lorenzo  Sianibary 

39 

Out.    1846 

500  00 

■Wiwh.  0. 1-ockwood 

31 

Nor._  1846 

'00  00 

Sam  Baud,  Jr. 

40 

00 

G«.rEe  W.  Lawton 

AcfgMAl'lKeep. 

Jerfmiub  O'SuIlivui 

"        •■        " 

25 

Abram  B.  Beynohb 

Bergeuit 

Junei  E.  Croaby 
Williim  K.  Baldwin 

G^ 

" 

43 

00 

Philip  Whimey 

46 

June.  Fanning 

35 

Tirooihy  LuUe 

45 

AbrabHQi  See 

44 

John  S.  Angevine 
Edv.in  Cr«ft 

42 
35 

Gilbert  Martin 

2tj 

Thnmaji  Hiicheock 

43 

00 

45 

36 

Soih  Louoibeny 

36 

Je«e  Hoyt 

47 

W     00 

3S 

William  Wilt 

47 

'WUtiam  Hunt 

38 

fiamnel  DiDgeo 

56 

WilU™  David. 

4B 

JamoaMikel* 

49 

Audre»  Lyon 

4S 

Clark  Minnerley 

30 

bane  Van  Wan 

Edwin  VMi^aaael 

"■ 

34 

00 

SING   8INO   STATE   PRISON. 


9 


Table  XIX.— Om^tnii^. 


When 

Salaries 

NatoreofFeetSDd 

Nunot. 

Office. 

Age. 

appointed. 

per 

Emolomenti, 

54 

Annum. 

and  Am'ts  tiieneof. 

Henry  D.  Storms 

Goard 

360  00 

Isaac  F.  Browu 

4< 

25 

360  00 

Nathaniel  Foster 

Substitute  Guards* 

35 

|1  pr.  day. 

James  L.  Wheeler 

<< 

23 

»< 

George  Washburn 

«< 

21 

u 

Isaac  Skidgel 

n 

24 

It 

Eliza  W.  Famham 
M.  A.  W.  Johnsou 
Caroline  L.  Beers 
Agnes  (Gordon 
Svah  Sedgwick 


FBMALE  8. 


Matron 
Assistant  Matron 

Acting  SB  do. 


ii 


u 


31 
38 
30 
36 
25 


Apr.  1844 

1800  00 

<«        i< 

350  00 

Aug.  1845 

350  00 

Awaits  app. 

350  00 

«                     4< 

350  00 

Home  and  foil 


*  They  perform  no  duties  on  Sunday,  and  are  engaged  on  the  Croton  Woito. 


Table  XX. — MuceUaneous  Inquiries  as  to  the  state  of  the  Prison. 


1.  Cells. 

2.  Number  of  cells  or  rooms. 

3.  Dimensions  of  them. 

4.  Average  temperature. 

5.  How  hghted. 

6.  How  warmed. 

7.  How  ventilated. 

3.  Cost  of  construction  of  prison. 

9.  Cost  of  each  cell. 

10.  How  many  confined  in  one  cell. 

11.  What  books  for  prisoners. 

12.  What  classification. 

13.  Visitors  to  prisoners. 

14.  Clothing,  how  often  changed. 

15.  Clothing,  any  uniform  dress. 

16.  How  often  fed,  and  where. 

17.  Supply  of  water,  and  how  uted. 
18    Bedding,  how  often  changed. 


I 


1000  in  male  pnaon;   81  in  prifon  fill 

females. 


No  account  kept. 
By  windows  in  the  outer  wall. 
By  cas^iron  stoves,buming  anthrMateootl 
By  the  air  which  enters  throngh  iht 
grated  doors,  passing  off  duoagh  i 
flue  to  each  cell. 

Prison  for  males, ;  for  femalei 

$80,000. 

Never  more  than  one. 
Vide  catalogue  annexed. 
None,  except  among  females,  md  tlMM 

according  to  conduct. 
At  the  pleasure  of  the  principal  oflBoeim 

and  almost  daily. 
Shirts  and  stockings  once  a  week.    Otli< 
er  thinffs  as  occasion  requires. 

i^  Black  and  white  stripe  running  horifaii< 
tally. 
Three  times  a  day,  in  their  cells. 
'  Supply  deficient,  and  used  very  sptringly. 

In  summer,  bathing  in  the  river. 
At  occasion  requires.    No  specified  time. 


f 


! 


/ 


INSPECTION  OF  AUBURN  STATE  PRISON. 


The  committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  State  prison  at  Aabom,  Tisited  the  prison  iu 
November  last,  and  made  a  minute,  and  what  they  intended  should  be  a  thorough  ex- 
amination. In  addition  to  the  statistical  tables  annexed,  the  committee  have  a  few 
■nggestions  to  make  in  regard  to  its  condition,  moral  and  financial. 

Iti  financial  condition  is  very  prosperous.  The  prison  more  than  supports  itself  by 
its  own  industry,  and  has,  for  a  short  period,  accumulated  a  surplus.  This  is  owing 
mainly  to  the  system  of  contracting  out  the  labor  of  the  convicts ;  but  while  that  sys- 
tem is  thus  attended  with  this  benefit,  it  has  its  evils,  which  operate  upon  the  moral 
■nd  physical  condition  of  the  convicts  themselves. 

The  sympathies  of  the  officers  of  the  prison  are  more  naturally  with  the  contractors 
than  with  the  prisoners ;  and  the  performance  of  the  allotted  labor  becomes  naturally 
the  great  and  most  important  object  of  the  overseers.  So  far  as  the  health  of  the  pris- 
oner IB  necessary  to  the  performance  of  this  task,  it  is  the  interest  of  all  to  care  for  it — 
no  farther ;  but  his  moral  condition,  being  no  ways  material  to  that  end,  is  naturally 
and  almost  inevitably  neglected. 

This  result,  apparently  so  natural,  is  strongly  developed  in  this  prisotL  Every  thing 
connected  with  its  finances  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  while  almost  every  thing 
connected  with  the  moral  improvement  of  the  prisoners  is  sadly  neglected.  There 
is  a  chaplain,  a  Sunday  school,  a  very  meagre  library,  with  very  limited  opportunities 
of  using  it,  and  that  is  all.  It  would  surely  be  suggested  by  justice,  as  well  as  i^ood 
policy,  that  some  of  these  accumulations  of  the  prisoners'  earnings  should  be  devoted 
to  their  moral  improvement,  so  that  they,  as  well  as  the  community,  should  realize 
some  benefit  froin  it 

More  extended  instruction  (for  there  are  many  who  can  not  read  or  write),  an  addi- 
tional library,  with  more  light  to  enable  the  convicts  to  use  it,  would  be  of  great  value 
to  them,  and  could  well  be  afforded  out  of  the  surplus  earnings  of  the  prisoners. 

There  is  less  regard  for  the  physical  wants  of  the  convicts  displayed  at  this  prison 
than  at  either  of  the  others,  and  consequently  more  inattention  to  the  preservation  of 
their  health. 

This  arises  mainly  firom  the  imperfect  construction  of  their  dormitories.  Built  at  an 
early  period,  they  have  none  of  the  recent  improvements  as  to  space  and  ventilation. 
The  work-shops  are  spacious  and  airy,  but  **  the  Halls,"  thafts,  the  buildings  contain- 
ing the  cells,  and  where  the  prisoners  spend  most  of  their  time,  are  dark,  contracted, 
and  very  illy  ventilated.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  prisoners  feel  that,  while  they 
are  laboring  for  the  advancement  of  the  contracton'  interest,  they  are  indulged  with 
aiiy,  spacious,  comfortable  rooms,  but  that  when  confined  to  their  cells,  where  they 
may  labor  for  their  own  benefit,  they  are  condemned  to  dark  and  gloomy  abodes, 
with  no  occupation  for  their  minds,  with  no  opportunity  for  mental  or  moral  culture. 

The  evil  of  this  state  of  things  is  apparent  to  the  experienced  eye,  the  mopient  it  is 
upon  tfato  prisoners,  and  is  seen  in  their  ^oomy  looks,  tbsir  desponding  air,  their 
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li  maimer— and  k  rery  much  to  be  regretted,  becaoie  so  inimicd  to  moral  refbr- 
matum. 

This  ntter  neglect  of  mental  occnpation  is  attended  with  another  evil,  quite  apparent. 
Onaniam  prevails  to  a  great  extent,  and  works  its  injuries  to  the  mental  and  physical 
health.  This  is  the  besetting  sin  of  all  prisons,  and  is  found  to  prevail  most  where 
least  attention  is  paid  to  mental  culture  and  occupation.  Its  existence  is  very  marked 
at  Auburn,  and  is  doubtless  one  exciting  cause  of  much  of  the  insanity  which  has  pre* 
vailed  there.  So  ignorant  are  the  prisoners  in  this  regard,  that  we  found" some  who 
thought  that  they  must,  for  their  health's  sake,  indulge  the  practice,  and  were  astonished 
when  informed,  by  us  for  the  first  time,  how  injurious  it  was. 

These  evils,  arising  out  of  too  great  parsimony,  and  a  desire  to  hoard  and  increase  a 
fund  for  the  prison,  could  easily  be  corrected  by  the  judicious  expenditure  of  small 
sums  which  could  very  well  be  afforded. 

And  while  this  economy  is  practiced  in  this  respect,  in  other  respects  it  would  seem 
to  be  somewhat  neglected. 

The  purchase  of  materials  during  the  year  generally  amounts  to  about  $30,000. 
About  half  this  amount  is  for  provisions  which  are  supplied  on  contract,  and  the  resi- 
due is  bought  in  detail,  in  small  parcels,  of  the  shopkeepers  in  the  neighborhood.  The 
making  of  these  purchases  seems  to  be  the  principal  occupation  of  the  agent.  We  did 
not  enter  into  any  scrutiny  to  see  whether  these  purchases  were  judiciously  made* 
The  oppormnity  thus  afforded  of  introducing  a  system  of  favoritism  among  the  traders^ 
at  the  expense  of  the  state,  was  so  manifest,  that  we  took  it  for  granted  that  it  did  not 
escape  the  attention  and  watchful  care  of  the  inspectors,  especially  as  it  could  be  guarded 
against  only  by  constant  watchfulness.  One  thing,  however,  in  this  connection,  we  did 
observe — viz.,  that  it  often  happened  no  one  looked  to  see,  and  no  one  knew,  whether 
the  articles  delivered  at  the  prison  were  the  same  which  the  agent  had  bought  and 
paid  for.  The  law  has  been  careful  to  provide  for  this ;  and  it  is  enacted,  that  for  all 
•Qch  purchases  the  agent  shall  take  a  bill,  which  the  clerk  shall  enter  in  a  book,  and 
the  clerk  shall  carefully  compare  the  articles  delivered  with  the  bill.  Thus,  peculation 
on  the  part  of  the  agent,  and  fraud  on  the  part  of  those  with  whom  he  deals,  has  been 
carefully  guarded  against,  through  the  instrumentality  of  an  oflBcer  receiving  his  au 
thority  directly  from  the  governor  and  senate.  This  duty  is  not  properly  performed  at 
Auburn.  The  agent  and  clerk  seemed  to  be  unconscious,  indeed,  of  the  requirements 
of  the  law  in  this  particular ;  and  even  if  they  had  known  them,  it  was  evident  that  so 
many  of  the  agent's  duties  had  been  already  thrown  upon  the  clerk,  that  it  would  be 
almost  impracticable  for  him  to  find  time  for  the  performance  of  this  appropriate  duty 
of  his  own.  There  is,  therefore,  no  security  that  these  large  purchases  are  in  all  respects, 
either  in  quantity  or  quality,  what  the  bill  represents.  Thns  is  a  wide  door  opened 
for  fraud  and  peculation ;  and  in  many  instances,  without  doubt,  not  only  the  poor 
convict,  but  the  State,  made  to  suffer. 

Great  abuses  may,  and  undoubtedly  do  sometimes,  exist  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
provision  contract  is  performed.  The  inducements  to  substitute  articles  of  inferior 
quality  and  value  for  those  contracted  to  be  supplied  are  so  frequent,  that  great  vigi- 
Isnce  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  agent  and  his  clerks  to  prevent  firauds  of  this 
nature.  Indeed,  so  adroidy  do  these  men  manage,  that  abases  have  unwittingly  been 
even  sanctioned  by  the  agent  himself.  Thus  we  found,  upon  examinatkm,  that  for  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  year  mutton  had  been  supplied  to  the  prisoners  instead 
of  beef,  and  diat  this  had  been  done  with  the  knowledge  of  the  agent,  the  quantitf 
of  the  ration  having  been  slightly  increased,  so,  as  was  supposed,  to  equalize  the  valM 
between  the  article  contracted  for  and  the  article  supplied.  A  few  moments'  ezaminft- 
tion  of  the  subject,  however,  sufficed  to  convince  both  the  agent  and  ouvelves,  tint 

nstice  wfii  thus  done  the  prisoners  and  the  State,  and  that  an  aotoal  advantage  of 
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■•▼ertl  faniidnd  ddlan  had  rMultad  to  the  oontractan  tfaerefirom.  With  thumoe^ 
tion  of  eome  few  weeks  in  the  early  part  of  Bommer,  when  a  bad  lot  of  fish  happanad 
to  be  procured  for  the  prisoners,  we  heard  no  complaints  in  regard  to  diet ;  the  pris* 
oners,  with  wonderful  unanimity,  expressed  their  satis&ction  in  this  particalar. 

The  table  system  for  feeding  prisoners  has  been  adopted  in  this  prison ;  and  to  it  may 
be  attribated,  we  think,  much  of  the  satisfiiction  which  is  so  apparent  in  relation  to  tbs 
food.  There  \b  something  more  humanizing,  or  at  least  less  brutalizing,  in  having  the 
food  served  upon  plates,  spread  upon  a  common  table,  with  the  knife,  foik,  salt,  pepper, 
and  all  the  usual  adjuncts  spread  before  them,  than  to  have  the  same  food  all  thrown 
promiscuously  into  a  kid,  mixed  up  together,  and  eaten  in  the  solitary  cell  from  off 
the  knees.  In  the  former  case,  if  one  man  has  more  than  he  can  eat,  the  waiter  gives 
it  to  another  who  has  less,  and  thus  the  wants  of  all  are  attended  to,  and  instandy  sup- 
plied ;  while  in  the  latter,  every  man's  appetite  must  be  gaged  by  the  contents  of 
his  kid. 

The  severity  of  the  discipline  of  this  prison  has  been  materially  relaxed  since  the 
i^pointmeDt  of  the  present  keeper ;  and  although  both  habit  and  education  prompt 
him  to  the  use  of  the  **  cat''  as  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  instrument  of  punishment 
in  almost  every  case,  the  natural  benevolence  of  his  disposition  prevents  the  commission 
of  those  revolting  acts  of  barbarity  and  cruelty  which  have  sometimes  been  inflicted 
for  purposes  of  puniBhment  in  our  prisons.  The  convicts  spoke  of  him  in  the  kindest 
manner,  and  all  agreed  that  a  great  6hange  had  taken  place  since  his  appointment. 
"  When  I  came  here,"  says  one,  "  there  was  no  attention  paid  to  our  private  wants, 
and  no  man  was  allowed  to  bring  his  complaints  before  the  head  keeper,  even  though 
be  should  be  treated  with  the  greatest  injustice." 

In  passing  through  the  institution,  we  were  struck  with  the  large  number  of  persons 
laboring  under  partial  insanity,  whose  cases  seemed  to  have  entirely  escaped  the  notice 
of  the  physician*  Some  few  of  the  most  excitable  were,  we  understood,  under  treats 
ment.  This  is  said  to  be  a  great  improvement  on  former  years,  as  heretofore  almost 
every  one,  however  insane,  has  been  whipped  into  labor,  without  much  regard  to  this 
cusease. 

The  health  of  the  prison  was,  for  a  period  during  the  last  year,  most  seriously  af- 
fected by  an  epidemic,  which  raged  for  some  weeks  with  great  severity.  It  broke  out 
on  the  11th  of  January.  It  was  a  congestive  fever,  of  remittent  type,  and  during  its 
continuance  attacked  one  eighth  of  the  whole  population  of  the  prison.  Those  attacked 
with  other  diseases  seemed  to  feel  the  influence  of  the  epidemic ;  and  two  cases  of  con- 
sumption, and  one  of  cancer,  were  apparendy  hurried  by  it  to  a  &tal  termination.  It 
also  attacked  one  man  brought  in  with  rheumatiBm.  The  causes  of  this  disease  were 
most  of  them  of  a  local  nature.  The  depressing  effect  of  imprisonment  was  perhaps, 
with  some,  a  remote  cause ;  a  more  immediate  cause,  undoubtedly,  was  a  vitiated  state 
of  the  atmosphere,  arising  firom  a  want  of  proper  cleanliness  and  ventilation  of  their 
cells ;  and  a  still  more  immediate  or  proximate  cause  may  be  found  in  the  &ct,  that  the 
galleries  of  the  cells  were  used  as  drying  rooms,  and  the  clothes  of  the  convicts  hung 
in  them  both  day  and  night,  filling  the  halls  and  cells  with  vapors  and  efl9uvia  arising 
therefrom,  which,  mingling  with  the  constant  exhalations  from  such  a  number  of  human 
beings,  without  any  attempt  on  any  occasion  properly  to  ventilate  and  purify  the  estab- 
lishment, even  by  opening  the  virindows,  produced  this  result.  This  total  neglect  of 
the  most  common  rules  of  Hygiene,  exhibits  a  reprehensible  indifference,  on  the  part 
of  keepers  and  medical  attendants,  to  the  welfore  of  the  institution  and  the  interests 
of  the  convicts,  and  shows  the  importance  of  having  a  resident  physician  in  all  estab- 
lishments of  this  character,  whose  special  duty  it  shall  be,  among  other  things,  to  watch 
over  and  regulate  this  matter. 

We  feel  it  a  duty,  in  this  oonneotion,  more  particularly  to  call  attention  to  the  sab* 
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JmI  of  TontilaCioii,  m  we  ire  penoaded  it  has  an  important  mfloetics,  not  only  upon 
die  healA  bat  the  diicipline  of  oar  pruom.  Every  priMn  that  we  have  virited,  con- 
■trocted  upon  the  Aabom  plan,  ii  deficient  in  this  particnlar ;  and  though  it  is  not  a 
defect  inherent  to  the  phin,  it  is,  onfbrtanately,  an  almost  constant  adjonct.  Besides 
its  tendency  to  promote  diseases  of  the  lungs,  we  believe  it  has  a  decided  effect  in  pro- 
ducing that  nervous  state  of  the  system  which  leads,  not  nnfirequently  (in  conjunction 
with  other  causes),  to  the  disgusting  habit  to  which  we  have  previously  alluded,  and 
interferes  most  prejadicially  with  that  equanimity  of  miud  so  essential  to  giKxl  disci- 
pline. Attention  should  be  immediately  directed  to  this  subject,  and  those  improve- 
ments and  alterations  suggested  which  shall  sccui'e  to  oiu*  prisons  the  highest  degree 
of  health  and  discipline  of  which  they  are  sudcepiible. 


JOHN  W.  EDMONDS, 
.lOllN  D.  RUSS, 
WILLIAM  T.  McCOUN, 
RICHARD  REED, 
JOSEPH  M<?KEEN, 
JOHN  S.  GOULD. 
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Patient*  odmtUd  inlo  Ae  Hotjntal  of  A»b<tm  Pruon  diirtitg  one  Year,  yVoM 
tfctoier  1, 1845,  m  Sfptembtr  30.  1S46. 


AteUud. 

NlDUM. 

SiKssca. 

DiKlurgPd. 

L«.tla.L 

1845 

OcL      1 

John  Munro 

Cancer  of  penis 

•Mar.  23.  IB46 

Taaw. 

.lobu  Levi. 

JudiiralioiKifteiliclps 

Oct  21.  1B<S 

^. 

Homer  M.  AUsD 

Maliimanl  "Icen  of  leg 

Still  in  Hosp- 

Joba  Snyder 

Fntclura  of  Lha  m  femoria 

July     3.  IB4e 

Shoe. 

George  Strait 

Litenl  pneumonia 

Oct.      9,  1845 

Calleiy. 

Isaac  Lampion 

Conltision 

Oct.      8,  IBIS 

James  Domex 

Dobilily 

tOoL      9,  1845 

Wing. 

'■     10 

Thomm  Lynch 

Oct.   H,  1B4S 

Bniuela. 

J|^ba  Lubup 

Oct.    18,  1345 

Cabinet 

Charles  Jones 

Cholera  morbus 

Cntleiy. 

"     23 

CromweU  AnlhoEy 
Charles  E,  Blanc 

Nov.  24,  1845 

'. 

"     2S 

George  Lancaster 

(  Coatiuioo, laceration,*,? 
)      fracmreoflbumb      ( 

Dec.    I,IB4S 

" 

-     36 

William  Jackson, 

Fracture  of  rib.  etc 

Dec.    9,  IB4S 

Coopar. 

Nov.   5 

Charles  Moran. 

Nov.  SO,  1645 

Bmkd*. 

Benj.  Van  Dyke 
Bamue!  Hubbard 

Nov.  13,  IB« 

Cudery. 

Abscess  of  arm.  atrangary 

Deo.  I.S.  1B45 

Shoe. 

John  HiggiM 

Nov.  18,  1845 

"     13 

John  M'Atthur 

Colic  and  diarrh(Ea 

•Jan.  25,  IBJG 

Cabinet. 

"     H 

Williun  Vaux 

Nov.  18,  1845 

Bnusela. 

u     17 

Wiiliara  Woodcock 

Pleuritis 

Dec.     1,  1845 

Kitchen. 

"     18 

BeHJ.  Van  Dyke 

Cyniuch  lonsillaria 

Cadery. 

"    80 

John  Maley 

Abscess 

Nov.  24.  134.3 

Reuben  Clark 

Jan.     5.  lB4fi 

Cabinet 

njc'i 

John  HooW 

Dec.     5.  1845 

Weave. 

"       8 

Jnbn  H.  Riley 

William  Jewett 

Coogh 

Dec.  11,1845 
Dec    11,  1845 

S. 

"     10 

Cbarle*  SbsOer 

No  name  given 

Dec.  38,  1845 

Catlery. 

"     H 

Thorrit  M .  Nichols 

Dec.  1.^,  1845 

Carpent 

Cutlery. 

-     17 

Cbarles  .lones 

Plenriiis 

Deo.  19,  1845 

■|     19 

Wm.  B.  Waterman 

Dropsy  of  knee-joint 

tMny33,  1B4G1 

¥T»'- 

William  Smith 

Lumbago 

Dec.  SG,  184.'> 

-     22 

Walter  B.  CUrk 

No  diicBM  nnmed 

Jan.     5,  IB4H 

Weave. 

•■     23 

William  Adams 

Gastric  demngemenl 

Dec.  29,  1845 

CnUery. 

Bn^ela. 

-    SS 

William  Vaox 

No  disease  named 

.. 

1*16 

tu.    Q 

JniKpb  Drew 

■M«-.     4.  1816 

Tailor. 

George  Itley 

Jan.     7.  184G 

Machine. 

Stephen  D.  Crippin 
Samuel  Hubbard 

Jan.  I'J,  1848 

Cutlery. 

Feb.  90,  1848 

Shoe. 

William  Torrey 

Gastric  dorangeineul 

Jan.  «a,  1848 

HrussS. 

Rlisha  Carpenter   . 

Horace  Hildrith 

Ulcer  {fistula)  not  cored 

Jan.    H.  1846 

Jan.  30.  1846 

ie:. 

Joseph  Maton 

PleuritU 

Jan.   O,  1816 

Goorgo  Sirait 

Colic 

Jan.   16.  lB-16 

Cutlery. 

Giuper  Barobart 

Pneumonia,  l^bris  remit. 

Feb.  13,  I84G 

Cabinet 

Itwel  Bomnan 

Neuralpa— leih,  feb.  rem 

Feb.  93,  IB18 

Cutlery. 

Solomon  Domey 

■Jan.  21.  1816 

Spin. 

Jairas  Lane 

Gastric  derangerooni 

Jan.  l!l.  iei6 

Willinm  Throop 

Jan.  22,  1816 

Cooper. 

Dayiil  Dram 

Notnamed— 19th.  feb.  rem 

■Jan.  31.  IBie 

Cotlery, 

-      19 

Jan.  SB,  I81B 

Dye. 

■■      20 

Melvin  Haichkiu 

Canker  in  fauces 

Feb.  11,  1846  1  Hsme. 

AUBUiir  BTATK   PKIBON. 


Chsrlei  8.  Plumb 
Williuta  Cspls 
Henry  C.  Pntosin 
Becysmm  Bsbcock 
Corneliaa  Collar 
John  Kinnbury 
Franklin  Mernck 
Will  lam  Vbiu 
Mnrjian  Nichola 
■Peier  Nil 
8.  J  b.  WaUna 
Bonj.  BgboMk 
EiDBDuel  Prilz 
Jtitiu  L.  GlUsud 
EmenwD  Snrgcnt 
Mnrau  NiehoU 
Lociui  Curdi 
Parkur  Canl 
WiUium  Wnde 
Jernmo  Hearwiey 
Harvoy  C.  Hoskln. 
Jahii  WtikiDi 
Chirln  KnowlUn 
Hiram  Pieroo 
Thnmu  Anntlroiig 
John  H.  Biley 

Breifcrd  Elliworlh 
Ami  Burdiek 
William  B.  Carr 
Jnha  T.  Bniwii 
William  Hiera  , 
Mcne*  B,  rterriog 
John  Hij^ni 

David  Herringlon 
John  Kiniioy 

Fraocia  MninlonJ 
Marda  Porter 
Martin  Sthuit 
Benj.  K.  M' Arthur 
Henry  Cbaniben 
Noali  M.  Thomss 
Junsi  G.  Jljubivuk 
Kob«n  SaberM 
V.  &.  Schuyl. 
Tbom.18  Armi 
Jobn  Willianu 
Jacob  Salzman 
William  A.  Carr 
William  Torry 
Heary  Barnes 
Steplipn  Morrpy 
gDDiiiel  Hubbanl 
Slo|iheQ  I).  L;rippin 
luac  Clmjillii^r 
Heaij  Brown 
MartiDHip 


Debility  and  diarrb..  fcb.  r 
Gaalric  deranccmeut 
Debibly— 23d,  fsb.  rem. 
(  Febrit  inlennir.— 39tb, 


Gaatric  derangem.,  feb. 
Latent  pDeuaonia 
Gaitric  deraugemant 


DiarrhtEa 

Dobilily— ad,  feb.  frinit. 
Pain  ill  head— ad,  feb.  rem. 
Gaalric  der. — (th,  feb.  rem. 

Gailric  derangGineitt 

"        "  — <lh,feb.rero. 
Debility— «th,  feb.  remit. 
LalCDt  pnenoinnia 
Gojlrio  derangemenl 


Pneomonia — 91h,  fob. 
Diaphrogniitia 
Febrii  remillena 
Gastric  derangsmenl 
CoiiBli]ralio  and 


Pnen 


igh 


Gsitrir  derail  gemeul 

Asibma 

GaMricder.— 13th.  (bb.  r. 
I'ain  in  rida  and  gaat.  dor. 
RB..tric  (ler.— Hth,  feb.  r. 
Fobrii  romiiiBiu 

GasWic  dpr  — ICtb,  feb.  r. 


Pleuriti*— IBtb,  feb.  r 
Vertigo— IBih,  feb.  re 


Gastric  dor,— 201b,  feb.  r 
)  Pain  in  ,side  and  cnngb 
1    — aOth,  feb.  remit. 

Febria  remit  ten* 

Dnbility— aSd,  feb.  rem. 

niiouinunamoa 

Gnslric  derangement 

Opbthaliaiii 

Gujlric  deRlligeioenI 

"  — 9Slb.  f.  I 


Feb 

1 

Keh 

■' 

hph 

:i 

-Feb 

H 

Mar 

% 

Fell 

i-'»li 

IFfth 

t.Fnlv 

17 

T 

F>h 

» 

Mar 

F«b 

11, 

Fel 

Mar 

'Feb 

13 

Feb 
Feb 

11, 
13, 

May 

Feb 

Mnr 

3 

Mar 

hVh 

"II 

Mar 

IT 

MF.r 

fi. 

*Fi>b 

MRr 

Feb 

-■7. 

•Feb 

Mar 

«, 

Mar 

(!. 

Feb 

27, 

Fi-b 

an, 

F.-!' 

Feb 

Mnr 

1 

Frh 

v:> 

Mar 

i 

Mar 

AUBURN    8TATE   PRISON. 


108 


Admitted. 


Feb.  24 
tt     ti 


n 

ti 

14 
« 
4f 
tl 
<< 
it 
*t 
tt 


ti 

25 
tt 

tt 

it 

ti 

27 
it 

tt 


28 
Mar.   2 


Namea. 


M 

it 

tt 

ti 

tt 

tt 

it 

tt 

<l 

a 

i< 

5 

« 

6 

«l 

ti 

tt 

tt 

tt 

7 

tt 

tt 

tt 

10 

U 

tt 

tt 

11 

U 

13 

tt 

it 

tt 

It 

tt 

it 

tt 

it 

tl 

16 

it 

17 

M 

18 

l< 

it 

ti 

tt 

ti 

19 

tt 

« 

tt 

it 

tt 

20 

it 

22 

«t 

2S^ 

tt 

i« 

M 

26 

<•■ 

29 

<« 

30 

tt 

31 

Apr 

.    3 

n 

5 

a 

6 

it 

8 

it 

it 

M 

9 

tt 

10 

Jacob  W.  Colbum 
Henry  Brown 
Morton  Stems 
George  Walker 
James  Walker 
Jeremiah  Wildey 
Daniel  Burt 
William  Welden 
Nathaniel  Haskins 
James  Barlow 
Isaac  Lampson 
Chester  Alden 
Justus  Tease 
William  Gall 
Oliver  Potter 
Charles  Patchen 
Major  C.  King 
John  Benton 
Joseph  Mason 
Richard  Vincent 
Robert  Flint 
Theodore  Boosha 
Joseph  Hodge 
John  Simpson 
Ira  Ralph 

Benj.  R.  Thompson 
William  Jackson 
Alonzo  Beard 
William  Caple 
Rich.  J.  A.  Johnson 
Hiram  Hazzard 
John  Bishop 
Henry  Atkins 
Robert  Coy 
Bei\jamin  Dearborn 
Asa  Doty 
Walter  OdeU 
Lawrence  Coles 
William  Vaux 
Horace  Hildrith 
James  Snyder 
Robin  Humeston 
William  Adams 
Orrin  Stetson 
Samuel  Bowen 
Hiram  Eteed 
James  Willson 
Nathaniel  Walker 
Morgan  Nichols 
John  Gracy 
Martin  Ewer 
William  H.  Rose 
WiUiam  Willis 
Frederick  Holland 
Ami  Burdick 
Orrin  Stetson 


Diseases. 


Gastric  derangem.,  feb.  r. 

it  44  it 


Febris  remittens 

it 


ti 


ti 


*t 


DiaphraffmitiB-^28th,  feb.r. 
Grastric  derangement 
Gastric  der. — 3d,  feb.  rem. 
Gastric  derangement 
Febris  remittens 
Gastric  der. — 3d,  feb.  rem 
Febris  remittens 


tl 


ti 


Cynanch  tonsil.— 6  th,  f.  r. 
Pneumonia 
'  Febris  remittens 


it 


Gastric  der. — 8th.  feb.  r. 
"         "  —11th,  feb.  r. 
Pain  in  breast — 1 1th,  feb.  r. 
Gastric  der. — 11th,  feb.  r. 
"  —12th,  feb.  r. 
"        "  — Uth,  feb.  r. 
Gastric  derangement 

«  —14th,  feb.  r. 

u  tt 

Latent  pneumonia 

Gastric  derangement 

Contusion 

Debility  and  pain  in  breast 

Grastric  derangement 

Rheumatismus — 19th,  f.  r. 

Febris  remittens 

Bilious  colic — ^29th,  rheum. 

Gastric  derangement 


Discharged. 


•Mar.  25, 
Mar.    4, 

*Mar.    8, 

•June  2, 
Mar.  20, 
Apr.  22, 
Mar.  26, 
Mar.  12, 
Mar.  4, 
Mar.  17, 
Mar.  10, 
Mar.  2, 
May  18, 
Mar.  4, 
Mar.  10, 

•Mar.  19, 

•Mar.    7, 

tJune  1, 
Mar.  9, 
Mar.  23, 
April  20, 
Mar.  13, 

•Mar.  21, 
Mar.  20, 
April  7, 
Mar.  17, 

•Mar.  22, 
Apr.  17, 
Mar.  17, 

•Mar.  23, 
Mar.  14, 

•May  31, 
Mar.  18, 


*t 


tt 


Ac.  rheumatismus 

Phrenitis 

Gastric  der. — 26th,  feb.  r. 

Gastric  derangement 

Epilepsy 

Febris  remittens 

Gastric  derangement 


it 


Incised  wound 

Latent  pneumonia 

Gastric  der. — 9th,  feb.  r. 

Nervous  apoplexic 

Gastric  der. — 10th,  feb.  r. 
11th,      " 
11th,  rheum. 


it 


it 
tt 


it 


Mar  26, 
Mar.  19, 
April  3, 
May  19, 
April  3, 
Mar.  20, 
Mar.  23, 
April.  9, 
Mar  26, 
April  2, 
April  1, 
Mar.  30, 
April  6, 
April  1, 
April  4, 
Apr.    9, 

•April  21, 
April  20, 

*April  8, 
April  19, 
May  5, 
Apr.  14, 


846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

tl 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846 

846t 

846 

846 

846 


Locatiao. 


Brusflelfl. 

Spin. 

Cutlery. 

Tailor. 

Brussels. 


It 


Cutlery. 

Dye. 

Shoe. 

Tailor. 

Cutlery. 

Kitchen. 

Tool. 

Cooper. 

Brussels. 

Tailor. 

Hame. 

Kitchen. 

Shoe. 

Cooper. 

Tailor. 

Cutleiy. 


it 


Tool. 
Hame. 
Shoe. 
Bmsaels. 


tt 


Weave. 

Spin. 

Kitchen. 

Carpent. 

Hame 

Cutlery. 


<« 


II 


Hame. 


tt 


Brussels. 
Spin. 
Cabinet 
Catleiy 


tt 


Brussels. 

Cutlery. 

Tailor. 

Yard. 

Tool. 

Brussels. 

Cooper. 

Cutleiy. 

Rug. 

Spin. 

Cutlery. 

Brussels. 


tt 


*  Died.  I 

t  Ob  expiratioii  of  aentence,  in  perfect  convaleacence. 

I  Died  at  3  o'clock,  P.  tL  He  was  unwell  for  aboat  10  days.  Called  sereral  times  at  tiie  Hosptta], 
btt  the  Doctor  oould  not  diacorer  any  disease  about  Uie  man.  Sjrmptoma  headache,  nausea,  vei^ 
tifOi  debillQr,  appetite  and  thirst  excessive. 


BTATB  ntaoiT. 


Admitted. 

NUDH. 

DiV-lM. 

Di-4«enl. 

UMOttaL 

Apr.  11 

Kdward  H.  Hulbft' 
Hubert  Porlor 

Apr.  23,  IB4fl 
•June   9,  18411 

CoUety. 

■'     15 

WUIiam  Corwu 

Inftamed  lenicle 

Apr.  23,  1816 

■■     17 

Wiliinm  V«iu 

Apr.  20,  1846 

BnuaeU 

GeorgB  B.  Loomis 

Apr.  27,  i84ti 

Catlery. 

"     SO 

Oeor^  Heorj 

Apr.  23,  1340 

Shoe. 

"     22 

SWpfaen  Mmrey 
LHwrsDce  Smith 

Apr.  24,  1846 

Machine. 

"  as 

Apr.  27,  1846 

Dye. 

"     87 

Daniel  Caumeiit 

Apr.  28,  1846 

Tiilor. 

"     2B 

John  HiggiM 
John  Gay 
George  Henry 

May     4,  I84S 

Shoe. 

May  14,  1840 

Jame*  Perry 

May     4.  I84G 

Samaet  Sloan 

Weat-e. 

Hiram  Seed 

Dislocation  of  shoolder 

Kitchen. 

■•       6 

Hugh  O.  Conley 

Nausea 

May    7.  1S46 

Machine. 

Hinun  8m<* 

May  la.  1846 

Cooper. 

•'       B 

Henry  Waiver 

May     3,  1846 

CuUery. 

"      12 

WiUian  Preatit* 

Gaitrilia 

Mny  13,  1846 

Kilcheo. 

NichoUi  V.S.Wood 

May  I  a,  lB4fl 

Cabinet. 

Dyuithtd  S  tree  (or 

May  SI.  1846 

Cooper. 

Jacob  Smith 

May  30,  1S4G 

Cmlery. 

■•     31 

Albert  D.  Cl«rk 

June    1, 1846 

Eliiba  Stalurt 

June    4.  1S4G 

Spin. 

"       4 

EphraimBace 

Jane    6,  1846 

Cuoper 

"      7 

JoMpb  Welch 

OpbltwlmiB 

JnnoSfl.  P846 

Wmvc. 

Thorril  M.  Wcholi 

Oasirio  der.-ath.  ophthal. 

n"Crt.' 

"     ID 

George  French 

JuneI2.  IBIIJ 

"     IS 

JohaBw 

JuBU  17,  1846 

Spin. 

"     17 

Jo»b  Philipa 
Jeremiah  Wildej 

June  SO,  1846 

Cntlery. 

Anthony  Young 

Debflitj 

Tool. 

John  Croity 

l>ncun...nia 

Tailor. 

■■     Bl 

Jone  24,1046 

Marhbe. 

James  Kaue 

I^^rmled  finger 

?2i... 

TbuniM  Campbell 

Hserooptyai* 

Jnne30,  1846 

'■   a* 

Mile.  Wie.more 

June  35,  1846 

Shoe. 

JohuBeed 

June  S6,  1846 

Weave. 

"    28 

J.  8.  B.  Wa1*iD 

Jane  30.  1846 

Cabinet. 

Jnly    I 

John  Peallierly       ' 

July     7,  1846 

Shoe. 

"      S 

John  Beed 

July     G.  1840 

"     17 

JbcoIi  Howell 

July  20,  1846 

CnUery. 

"     23 

Smnnel  Boweik 

"  —95th,  feb.  r. 

Aag      8,  1816 

"     24 

John  Well. 

July  27,  1846 

"     2S 

Samuel  KomTlh 

Aug.    4,  1846 

Shoe. 

-     30 

Cromwell  Anthony 

Cholera  morbn* 

Aug 

1.  1846 

Yard. 

Aag.   1 

Johu  Thorn  iwuii 

Dinrrhim 

Aug 

4.  IB46 

Spin. 

"      4 

Joab  Philip. 

Debiliiy 

Aug 

6, 1846 

Cutlery. 

'■       S 

William  Corsoiil 

So7 

B,  1846 

Daniel  Powera 

a4 

11.  i8J6 

William  J.  Cole 

Hs^moptvBUi 

Aug 

8,  1840 

Kilcben. 

WUIiam  While 

Auf 

12,  1846 

Cutlery. 

William  McCoy 

Uion-hcBa 

Aug 

11,1846 

Cooper. 

Jimb  Philipi 

r.,L,.ricder.-lltll.M.  r. 

Aug 

s'tu^^ 

"      " 

Maitiu  Scliult 

Aug 

io!  !ii40 

•  bled. 

f  AEteidpted  to  coaaSI  aul^de  hf  l)!pcd]n^.  •hDnl| 

WIS  a  few  weeks  afloT  Us  lourtb  commitDWDt  here. 

t  AUunptad  a  coDunll  niielde  )}j  enlOnf  lila  Ihr 
plana.    AlpreHDl  In  the  Lunatlo  Allium  at  OQcb. 


AUBVKK    STATE    PlIflON. 


umtM. 

KiBm. 

IMhmh. 

lA,«fiO«. 

Aug.  a 

OMirge  liter 

Aug.  10,  IS46 

Soi4>. 

WLiliamRced 

Aug.  12 

1B46 

Weare. 

JllH-ph  ilo'iuilil 

Icbalmd  I'eavy 
J«D»tliBi.  Goble 

Ang.  11 

1846 

Cooper. 

Ang.  10 

1846 

•'      9 

Aug.  11 

1846 

Cotlery. 

Oniu  Mmin 

Aug.  10 

1846 

Hame. 

r;i[rick  FurelaD 

Ang.  11 

1S46 

Cutlery. 

Willinin  Tnirey 

Ang.  10 

1846 

■•     10 

BenjniDiu  V.  Siliith 

Pain  in  breait 

A^.  17 

1846 

■•  11 

■rh.;mai.  CamphtfU 

Htpmoptyiis 

Aug  36 

1846 

Cabinet. 

.\r1*u(i  StPWiirt 

Clioloni  inorbiu 

Aug.  14 

1846 

Tool 

Owen  Agan 

DiurrhcBB 

Aug.  13 

1846 

Wing. 

William  Grool 

Bmueli. 

George  W.  Boyce 

Cholera  morbus 

Machine. 

DiiLrrhiFJi 

Aug.  13,  1846 

Bnu»l. 

John  Polorwm 

Cholura  morbuM 

.P 

Cutlery. 

Sleph.  Wainwright 

DinrrbiFa 

Aog.  12,  1846 

.,     12 

Cornelia.  ColUr 

Chuicra  morbus 

Aug.  14 

1846 

Bmweli. 

r«ac  Haddock 

DiurrluBB 

Aog.  13 

1S46 

Machme. 

William  Mather 

Aog.  14 

1846 

Cullery. 

John  I'aul 

Aug.  13 

1346 

Machine. 

Im  Ralph 

Diarrhon 

Aog.  14 

1846 

Hame. 

Jamei  Darlow 

Cholera  morfana 

Tailor. 

John  Allen 

Hame. 

William  Belden 

Machine. 

WiUiam  Troop 

Coopw^. 

"     13 

Benjamin  Babcock 

Cti^. 

■■     14 

Jeremiah  Decker 
Aoputna  Well* 

Cholera  morfaoB 

Ang.  IS,  1846 

Hachise. 

Bnuaeli. 

■'     15 

Lewis  Wood 

Aog.  17,  1S46 

Tailor. 

•■    IB 

Stephen  Wood. 

Cholera  morboa 

CabiiMt. 

"     17 

Kphraim  Race 
George  Williams 

::      ". 

Aog.  1»,  1846 

i.X. 

"    IS 

Rufu.  Whila 

awtcioder.-~-SOih.bb.r. 

•Aug.  83 

1B46 

John  FeterBon 

Aog.  34 

1846 

Sieph.  WBiiiwrighi 

AniSiirson  Bowler 

Cbolen  ToorbM 

Aug.  19 

1646 

"    20 

DiMTfaoa 

Aug.  24 

1846 

CaSineL 

"     28 

8.  J.  B.  WattOQ 

DittriuM  and  ifaeom. 

Ang.  86 

1846 

"    84 

W  A.  Can- 

Ophtlialmia 

Aug.  2S 

1846 

Maehina. 

Ithabod  ?Mvy 

Debility  wd  Inmbago 

Ang.  37 

1S46 

8rc 

Samupl  Bowen 

Diatrhma  and  dsbibty 

Ang.  36 

1846 

■'     25 

WillinmTniop 

Otidi 

Aug.  29 

1846 

Coopo'r. 

Gcjrge  CirniBtutk 

Diarrha« 

Aug.  27 

1846 

ShoT 

"     38 

J„h..Cro.ty 

Ang.  28 

1846 

Tailor. 

"     ST 

Ang.  89 

1846 

Shoe. 

■'     28 

William  Woodcock 

Kitchen. 

"     31 

DMiel  Jonrdan 

Sept    4 

1846 

Cabiiat. 

B^pt.  1 

Henry  Denton 

BepL   8 

1846 

TaUor. 

John  Bam« 

iDciied  wound 

BepLU 

1846 

Cooper. 

4 

John  Carlton 

Kfliria  ii)tenni!lnnJi 

Sept.    7 

1846 

Cabinet. 

WUiiam  Torry 

Gwtril!  d.'r»ngenient 

SepL   9 

1846 

CnUery. 

Juaaihan  Haudy 

UtHDlTPeumonia 

Seft.  8 

1846 

CoopeJ. 

JollB  Low 

Diarrha'a 

Sept.  7 

1846 

Bhoir 

•'       7 

Hatriioi]  tllanroHh 

Sepcie 

1846 

Cabmet. 

DaviiiC,  HooiB 

••  —9th.  bb.  r. 

Oct.     3 

1846 

Cutlery. 

NiiOmn  CntnoT 

Sciatica 

SepL  17 

1846 

Hame. 

'.'       ^ 

Charl^Simmom 

Cholera  morboa 

Oot.     5 

1846 

Wea*e. 

John  Kinloy 

Debility 

•Nov.  25 

18461 

CoUety. 

Bmiaela. 

"       9 

Morgan  Nlcliola 

Sept.  15 

1846 
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Admlt.^ 

H«n«. 

DinuBL 

IH>h.^.d. 

LmNi^ 

8«pt.9 

JohnHiEgio. 

Sept.  10,  1846 

WiDg. 

1316 

"     14 

James  Perry 

Cholera  morbiu 

isie 

Bhofl. 

WilliunTonT 

Diairhcea 

BepMC 

1S46 

Caliery. 

"     Ifl 

John  Cook 

Vertigo  ((MBCiln) 
ScUQca 

1B46 

Fred.  E.  Bedant 

Sept  as 

lS4li 

SCE.. 

"     17 

Cturlei  Knnti 

Sept.  If 

1846 

"     18 

Nichola«V.B.Woo< 

Bept.ai 

1846 

<■    2t 

HoDier  M.  Allen 

B^inboepil.] 

Wine- 

"    39 

JohnHiggini 

Table  XI. — Orimmal  Lvnatiei. 


IojC^ 


Baiwil  BoUn* 
PidUpSeDiM 
Our^Shiflsr 


Ad«D  WDUuni- 


AmbtvwR  Bkdu 


•toIuMtk 
Idlodc 

No 


i  Ha  hu  been  oRbo  wh^ipe^  bat  did  not  eruB  know  da 


H  iHRilii(  Dd  b*  ia  (•  Itn 


^  E 

S  1 

S  1 

i  I 


i¥ 


4i 


_PMt 
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I  I!      fl     |f     !J     I   |Jlu 
|,||,..,||...||..Jl|...i|  |i|iJ 

n.     ci^  £a^  ii.li.  e.i^£  ■^a.^c-Pi£r^'3 

1..-....|1 tt1.......-es.j 


I'jJHtl  Mil  'lil  iifliU  I 


^il|ri|'|  JlilllilliiiM 


lllHl 


|ll||i||||s|i!jllj-||3e|8ij'S 


lili!fi|. 


J.s 


liiliiJIiHIItlliilllllli; 


aubvxh  itate  fiuok. 
Tails  XIII.— JEmv^K*. 


From  Ubor  dd  ooDtncU              ..... 

FromTwilon             ....... 

Fmm  coDvicU' depodtw 

Told 

Bnlauca  on  hiud  from  proTioni  jetr 

Total  receipt!  daring  tlie  year 

$57,170 

3,563 

3,133 

45 

34 
B5 
57 
74 

7,389 

SO 

49 

$70,381 
4g,B1S 

69 
06 
~63 

»20,«S 

TaA.e  XIV. — Marnier  in  icWcft  Priioneri  were  employed  at  At  date  of  the 
Itupeetion. 


..    co.,..„..                                                    1 

Ahto-bodl-d. 

ine™. 

ModeofeiiVlOfmct 

ToUL 

Tot 

P*J' 

|»], 

luiU 

W- 

w- 

?3s;.?°'  .  ■ 

23 

17 

s 

as 

17 

5 

a 

' 

33 
83 

Cnrnel -making 

117 

117 

SB 

■1 

4n 

157 

Hame  shop . 

M(l 

H(1 

Ifl 

1 

49 

Sboemaking    . 

ail 

K 

at 

14 

39 

] 

17 

SO 

Cutiery  . 

ii;i 

;i 

IlK 

» 

1 

ISO 

Miohinery  ,        . 

:n 

;n 

1 

35 

Totnl 

at. 

'J 

a 

' 

A 

40 

405 

5 

3 

113 

65 

24 

' 

2 

95 

soa 

«.. 

Mod.ot<™plojmB.t. 

p™...u«. 

tiiri 

Inlmi. 

lOK. 

To.^. 

b^ 

Inil™. 

U-He- 

T«. 

Cooper  shoi. . 

, 

1 

1 

4 

1 

s 

Ifi 

Cttbraol-tnaking . 

I 

:* 

3 

6 

Carponler  ihop  . 

R 

13 

in 

9 

1 

In  dormilory      . 

S 

S 

3 

j^zs.-  ■ 

1 

13 

ri 

a 

5 

Barben  ibop      . 

TotEi 

1 

9 

I 
3 

S 

4 

48 

24 

72 

9 

9 

14 

32 

104 
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Table  XV. — The  Receipts  of  the  Prison^  for  the  Labor  of  Prisoners  during 

the  Year, 


On  Contracts. 

Cabinet-making  . 

•            •            • 

$6,192 

97 

Machine-making 

•            •            • 

3,533 

43 

Shoemakin^   . 

•            •            • 

4,531 

43 

Carpet-makmg    . 

•            •            • 

16.580 

59 

Hame-making 

•            •            • 

3,613 

01 

Tool-making  . 

•            •            • 

1,992 

24 

'              Cutlery    . 

•            •            • 

12,203 

21 

Coopers  shop 

•            •            • 

3,782 

06 

Tailoring 

•            •            • 

2,670 

32 

$55,099 

26 

MiscellaneoiiB  Labor. 

Cotton-weaying  . 

•            •            • 

89 

18 

Silk  works  . 

•            •            • 

1,981 

80 

Stone  shop     . 
Pump-maKing     . 

•            •            • 

81 

00 

•            •            • 

36 

75 

Sundries 

Total  earnings  of 

•            •            • 
prisoner! 

2,444 

90 

4,633 

63 
89 

$5^,732 

Table  XVI. —  Total  Cost  of  the  Prison  under  the  following  Heads, 


Prison  diet  ....... 

Clothing,  bedding,  and  fbmitore    ..... 

Expenses  of  hospital ...... 

Fuel  and  lights    ....... 

Printing  and  stationery       ...... 

Expense  of  maniifiMtturing     .  »  .  . 

Salaries  of  officers  ...... 

Sundries  not  mentioned      ...... 

Total  expenses  of  prison  for  the  year,  not  inclnding  altorationf 
and  repairs  ...... 

Repairs,  alterations,  and  additions  .... 

Total  expenses  of  the  prison  for  the  year  .... 


$14,326 

33 

4,624 

69 

717 

66 

3,829 

46 

108 

00 

801 

61 

23.076 

20 

2,361 

11 

$49,845 

06 

2,637 

71 

$52,482 


77 


/Toe*— Priion  diet  per  head  per  annum,    $21  00 
Clothing  and  bedding  ditto,  6  96 


Table  XVII.— IV>teZ  Expenses  of  the  Prison  fw  the  Year,  etc 

Total  expenses  of  the  prison  for  the  year,  and  not  including  repairs,  } 
alterations,  and  adoitions  .....             5 
Total  receipts  of  ditto    ...... 

Annual  profit  to  the  State,  not  inchiding  repairs,  alterations,  and  > 
additions                                                 .                         .            .      ) 
Repairs,  alterations,  and  additions    ..... 

Balance  of  profit  from  year's  earnings 

$49,845 
62,91^ 

06 
SO 

14 
71 

43 

$13,067 
2,637 

$10,429 

/70l»— These  tninf  dlrided  by  the  aggregate  nnmber  of  dari  for  which  the  whole  of  the  prisoaen 
hare  been  in  eastody  dnrlag  the  year,  ptes  SI  7*10  cents  ss  toe  eost  of  esch  prisoner  per  dxj. 
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T4BM  XVUI— OoiWn^  and  Bedding:  Nmnttr  of  Artidu  iuM^  ta  tatk 
friiontr 


I  JMOojil  k™(  dBwr  of  llie  ruw  nMterl^  of  ibe  ro«iiif«cta™d  giwdt,  or  of  Ou  utklM  niiih 
I  UkflDL  Id  tba  miMai  Brno  ihfT  pua  Ibrouirh  HTpnl  b4iiilfrwhi><-tKn  ud  conTicb.  Mo  kceooDt 
«ft8  Wdimr  mmii-  or  iliilnUtcd.    E«:h  cdl  hu  3  qmlH.  S  blufeeu  ud  mm  L  111    IL-  plDe** 


SmIartH 

NitnnofFfw* 

HUOM. 

Ofllqrj. 

Age. 

Wlicn  (pjwinted. 

•Si^^S^. 

Bouifl  Cbsppet 

Agenl 

« 

Juno    3.  IB45 

»1200  00 

David  Foote 

Keeper 

49 

Mar.  16.  1B46 

1200  00 

Houae,etc.* 

Jon&tliAii  Hubbard 

Clerk 

33 

May     1.1844 

BOO  DO 

AloMo  Wood 

Chaplain 

Augosl,    1B45 

500  00 

L>».[ngh  Briggi 

Pbyticiao 

Sept.  39,  1B4G 

500  00 

Harvey  Palmer 

AuUtant  Keeper 

33 

May  15,  IB4a 

5S0  00 

3S 

June  11.  1846 

S50  00 

Bamnbiti  King 

3S 

May  27,  1845 

650  00 

;;       ;; 

31 

May  15.  1845 

550  00 

JsidmDbvm 

S3 

April  IS,  1S46 

550  00 

Malihew  Bituer 

48 

June  34,  1845 

550  00 

Zachsriah  Aedrick 

May  15,  1845 

550  00 

Jwnes  M.  Sei^ir 

550  00 

WiUiam  Potioii 

30 

550  00 

Francia  C.  Bich 

39 

Ang.  53.  1S46 

550  00 

John  R.  Ldcbt 

Mar.  tG,  1S43 

550  OO 

WoKieiet  Allen 

56 

July  14,  1845 

550  OO 

Balpb  N.  Rmrooldj 
Wifliam  Wsde 

33 

Mar.  14,  1346 

550  00 

35 

Dec.  14,  1B44 

550  00 

WilUara  GUmore 

48 

Nov.  11.  184,1 

550  00 

William  C,  Hdladay 

47 

Mar.  17, 1S43 

550  00 

37 

Feb.  34.  184a 

S50  00 

Sik.  Baker 

42 

July  15,  I843 

■SSO  00 

GeorjP  W.  NeweU 

41 

Aug.  16,  18J5 

550  00 

JSilDon  Culvef 

53 

May  15,  1845 

550  00 

Alien  Morker 

Guud 

Jan.   15,  1346 

360  00 

John  M.  Coneer 

June  30,  1845 

360  00 

Burtlel  Hailett 

36 

June  24,  1845 

360  00 

Tbomu  J.  Winior 

Feb.  10.  1816 

360  00 

Dewin  C.  Miller 

Mar.  14.  184G 

300  OO 

UinUD  Jndann 

5S 

June  34,  184S 

3G0  00 

Caleb  H.  Hupmnf 

3S 

Mar.  16,  1843 

360  00 

Samuel  While 

48 

July  15,  1843 

360  00 

Laueblio  M'Cattin 

June  30,  1815 

360  00 

Tilus  Tbiioiu 

70 

Mar,  16,  1B43 

360  00 

Philip  Depuy 

30 

Dec.  31,  1845 

Alonio  Mnn«ll 

31 

Mar.  14.  1846 

360  00 

Cal<TO  C.  PhiunoT 

31 

May     8,  1846 

3G0  00 

William  S.  Tabar 

MaJ  16.  1845 

360  00 

Jobn  Richirdion 

Judo  23.  1845 

360  00 

Mircu*  Do  Condry 

37 

May  16.  1B4S 

360  00 

Oliver  Drake 

38 

Aug.  23,  1S46 

360  00 

Waiiimi  M.  Lbo 

40 

June  30,  1845 

360  00 

Peter  MiU. 

41 

Dec.  31.  1845 

3G0  00 

Slephen  Sumril 

48 

Dec.     2,  1344 

3G0  00 

>,  nhwd  at  (Bia  SO. 
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Table  XX. — MUeellaneous  Inquiries  as  to  the  state  of  the  Prison. 


1.  Celk. 

3.  Namber  of  colli  or  rooms. 

3.  Dhnenaioni  of  them. 

4.  Average  temperatore. 

5.  How  lighted. 

6.  How  warmed. 

7.  How  ventilated. 

8.  Coft  of  constraction  of  priion. 

9.  Cost  of  each  cell. 

10.  How  many  confined  in  one  cell. 

11.  What  boots  for  prisoners. 

12.  What  classification. 

13.  Viditors  to  prisoners. 

14.  Clothing,  how  often  changed. 

15.  Clothing,  any  uniform  dress. 

16.  How  often  fed,  and  where. 

17.  Snpply  of  water,  and  how  used, 

18.  Bedding,  how  often  changed. 


I 


770,  and  5  dark  cells. 

4  feet  wide,  7  feet  long,  and  7  feet  hig^ 

equal  to  196  cubic  feet. 
No  account  kept 
By  windows  in  the  outer  wall,  and  by 

lamps  at  night 
By  cast-iron  md  sheet-iron  stoves  on  the 

areas,  heated  with  wood. 
Not  at  all,-:--only  such  air  as  gets  in  and 

out  through  the  grates  to  the  cell<doon. 
Estimated  at  $600,000. 

!$775,  including  cost  of  woik-shops  and 
out»buildinffs. 
Never  more  than  one. 
Vide  catalogue  of  library. 
None. 
All  who  pay  3  shillings. 

S  Shirts  and  stockings  once  a  week.    Oth- 
er things  as  occasion  requires. 
Yes,  blacK  and  white  running  horizon- 
tally. 
Three  times  a  day,  twice  at  common  ta- 

ble,  supper  in  their  cells. 
Abundant,  men  wash  in  shops  and  in 
summer  bathe  in  reservoir  occasionally. 
As  often  as  they  get  dirty. 


INSPECTION   OF   PRISONS. 


CLINTON  PRISON. 


Tri  approach  to  Clinton  Prison,  from  Plattsborg,  17  milet  diitant,  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  is  by  a  road  distingaished  for  roughnesa  and  bard  travelling.  It  is  an  almost  mi- 
interrupted  ascent,  through  deep  sand,  broken  rocks,  and  water-worn  goUiea.  The 
engineer  appointed  to  survey  the  route,  in  his  report  correctly  remarks :— ''  In  rela- 
tion to  the  character  of  this  road  throughout  its  entire  distance,  there  is  but  one  senti- 
ment. The  adjective  comparison  applies,  badt  worse f  worst."  Cadysville,  on  the  Sara- 
nac  river,  the  only  settlement  on  the  route,  is  situated  7  miles  fit>m  the  prison,  and 
consists  merely  of  an  inn,  and  a  few  log  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  laboren 
engaged  in  sawing  lumber  at  this  place.  In  a  word,  the  entire  region  is  composed  of 
rocks  and  woods. 

''  The  soil,  composing  some  two-thirds  of  its  distance,  is  a  deep  and  loose  sand,  with 
paving  stones  sparsely  imbedded.  One-half  the  residue  is  day  loam,  easily  liable  to 
deep  ruts ;  and  the  remainder  is  a  simple  dugway  through  the  soil  in  a  state  of  nature, 
made  by  vehicles  heavily  laden,  among  stones^  stumps^  roots,  and  quagmires" 

Nearly  six  hours  were  consumed  by  us  in  traveling  the  seventeen  miles.  The  to- 
tal ascent  from  the  lake  to  the  sill  of  the  prison  gate  is  1,330  feet 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  engineer,  that  the  only  feasible  method  of  putting  this  road 
in  decent  traveling  order,  is  by  planking  it  with  3  inch  plank,  which  is  estimated  to 
cost  $3,000  per  mile.  From  the  personal  observation  of  the  committee,  it  is  very  plain 
that,  for  a  long  time,  every  article  of  food  and  dress,  every  instrument  of  labor,  and 
all  the  household  furniture  used,  not  only  in  the  prison,  but  in  the  little  settlement 
growing  up  around  it,  must  of  necessity  be  transported  for  many  miles,  at  heavy  coat. 

Transportation  to  Lake  Champlain  cannot  now  be  nuide  for  less  than  $2  75  per  ton, 
and  will  often  cost  more.  From  the  Lake  the  cost  of  transportation  must  be  greatly 
above  this,  perhaps  double,  and  is  as  great  from  Plattsburg  to  the  mines,  as  from  Al- 
bany to  Plattsburg,  a  distance  of  180  miles. 

The  method  of  ventilation  adopted  at  Clinton  Prison  is  decidedly  better  than  none, 
yet  it  must  be  admitted  to  be  not  what  it  should  be.  The  plan,  (if  such  it  can  be 
called,)  consists  merely,  when  reduced  to  its  simple  elements,  of  perforations  in  the 
ceiling,  both  of  the  haUs  and  cells,  with  openings  at  the  eaves  of  the  building  commu- 
nicating with  the  external  air.  The  effect  of  these  latter  apertures,  so  far  as  ventila- 
tion is  concerned,  is  precisely  the  same  as  if  there  was  no  roof,  and  a  communicatiaii 
existed  direct  through  the  apertures  in  the  ceiling,  between  the  halls  and  cells  on 
one  side,  and  the  open  air  on  the  other.  We  have  therefore,  simply,  at  this  prison, 
a  large  building,  with  cells  for  the  accommodation  (so  far  as  finished)  of  252  prisoners, 
with  openings  in  the  roof  for  the  escape,  or  more  properly  speaking,  for  the  eooUng, 
of  the  heated  air  within.  It  is  plain  that,  with  this  arrangement,  the  only  motive 
power  for  the  exhaustion  of  the  impure  air,  is  the  difference  of  temperature  between 
the  internal  and  external  atmospheres,  and  that  there  is  no  other  means  for  the  intro* 
duction  of  pure  air,  a  copious,  systematic,  and  well-regulated  supply  of  which  ia  essen- 
tial to  a  good  plan  of  ventilation. 

As  described  by  the  Agent,  ''  The  plan  adopted  for  ventilating  this  prison  is  as  fel- 
lows:— A  pipe  of  sheet  iron,  4  inches  in  diameter,  passes  from  the  back  of  each  cell 


COMMirrBS   ON  PEnOK  DI80IPLINB.  US 

Bear  iti  ceiling,  into  the  centre  wall,  where  it  u  iiuToiuidecl  by  masonry,  and  oontiniied 
in  the  wall  to  ito  top  in  the  garret.  The  outer  wall  of  the  boilding,  and  that  on  the 
front  end  of  the  ceUs,  is  carried  3  feet  higher  than  the  top  of  the  upper  story  cells.  On 
these  two  walls  rest  the  timbers  supporting  the  ceiling  of  the  hall.  This  elevation  of 
Che  ceiling  forms  a  pit-like  recess  over  Ae  whole  block  of  ceUs  in  the  garret  In  tho 
ceiling  of  die  hall  there  is  a  row  of  ventilators,  18  inches  square,  and  20  feet  apart. 
A  full  supply  of  iresh  air  is  received  into  the  garret  through  openings  made  in  the  pro- 
jections of  the  roof  over  the  building.  The  aggregate  capacity  of  the  ventilators  in 
the  ceiling  is  about  three  times  greater  than  that  of  those  of  the  cells.'* 

The  manner  in  which  the  process  of  purifying  the  air  of  ibe  cells  is  supposed,  by  the 
Agent,  to  be  carried  on,  is  thus: — **  The  fresh,  cool  air  of  the  garret  falls  into  the  pit 
above  the  cells,  from  whence  it  descends  into  them  through  the  ventilating  pipes:  it 
there  meets  and  mixes  with  the  warm  air  from  the  stove*  in  the  hall,  which  readily 
passes  through  the  lattice-work  of  the  cell-doors.    The  vitiated  and  over-heated  air 

passes  off,  through  the  more  elevated  apertures  in  the  ceiling  of  the  hall The 

heated  air  from  the  stoves  in  the  hall  outers  the  cells  with  a  temperature  raised  in  pro- 
portion to  their  elevation,  and  its  heat  is  there  counteracted  by  its  union  with  a  current 
of  descending  air,  reduced  in  temperature,  and  increased  in  quantity,  in  a  similar  pro- 
portion." 

There  is,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  a  singular  confusion  of  ideas:  heat  is  confounded 
with  pure  air ;  reduction  of  temperature  is  made  synonymous  with  purification  of  the 
atmosphere ;  tho  stoves  are  made  to  radiate  not  heat,  merely,  but  heated  air,  and  the 
latter  is  spoken  of  as  if  it  were  fresh  air  heated ;  while,  both  in  the  verbid  descriptioii 
aud  in  the  illustrated  diagram,  two  currents  of  air  are  simultaneously,  and  at  opposite 
points,  made  to  enter  each  cell^^the  one,  heated,  through  die  grated  door,  and  the 
other,  cool,  through  the  ventilating  tube— which  is  plainly  an  impossible  thing. 

Much  importance  is  attached  to  the  fact,  that  there  is  a  difference  of  only  one  degree 
in  the  temperature  of  the  air  at  the  floor  and  at  the  ceiling,  or  between  the  lowermost 
and  uppermost  tier  of  cells— ell  being  warmed  by  the  same  fires,  on  the  floor  of  the 
hall ;  while  in  ordinary  stove-heated  rooms  the  variation  is  from  10  to  20  degrees ;  and 
from  this  is  inferred,  though  it  is  not  expressly  asserted,  a  regular  purification  of  the  air 
of  the  prison.  The  apertures  in  the  ceilings,  both  of  the  halls  and  cells,  most  certainly 
give  exit  to  the  heat  from  the  stoves ;  and  so  far  they  are  the  opposite  of  economicaL 
But  it  is  a  great  error  to  suppose,  that  in  proportion  to  the  escape  of  caloric,  there  is  also 
a  removal  of  the  impurities  of  the  air.  A  high  temperature  does  not  necessarily  indi- 
cate impurity  of  air ;  neither  is  a  low  temperature  synonymous  with  purity.  In  short, 
the  thermometer  affords  no  test  of  the  chemical  condition  of  the  atmosphere.  The  calo- 
ric may,  and  does  escape  through  the  solid  walls,  while  the  air  within  them  is  un- 
changed in  every  thing  but  temperature.  As  applied  to  the  case  before  us,  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  temperature  of  the  air  of  a  cell,  by  mingling  together  two  currents  (suppos- 
ing this  possible  in  the  way  mentioned)  of  different  temperatures,  does  not  imply  a 
removal  of  the  atmospheric  impurities. 

Upon  a  subject  of  su  serious  importance,  it  is  unfortunate  that  any  error  should  have 
been  committed,  in  a  new  prison,  where  there  existea  such  abundant  fiMnlities  and  ma- 
terial for  the  construction,  in  the  most  economical  manner,  of  an  apparatus  which  would 
answer  the  desired  end  perfectly.  The  method  of  ventilation  adopted  at  the  Penton- 
ville  prison  might  here  be  very  easily  introduced.  There  the  air  is  drawn  off  from  the 
cells,  by  means  of  a  fire  kindled  in  a  ventilating  shaft,  with  which  all  the  cells  are  con- 
nected by  tubes,  at  an  expense  of  one-eighth  of  a  penny  per  diem  for  the  fuel  for  each 
cell,  in  summer ;  in  vrinter  it  costs  nothing,  the  shaft  being  heated  by  the  escape  heat 
^the  furnace  fires. 

The  expense  of  such  an  arrangement  at  Clinton  prison  would  be  mnch  lass  than  at 
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PentoiiYiUe ;  for  if  the  eacape  heat  of  the  engine  and  forge  firet  ooold  not  be  naed  for 
this  parpoae,  the  fuel  necessary  for  the  porpose,  lying  aboat  as  it  does  in  exhanstlesa 
profusion,  would  cost  only  the  trouble  of  collecting  it.  But  to  the  suggestion  here  made, 
of  using,  for  this  purpose,  the  waste  heat  of  the  fires  employed  in  the  labor  of  the  insti- 
tation,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  objection.  One  or  more  of  the  forge  fires  could  eamiy 
be  connected  with  a  ventilating  shaft,  and  as  in  the  manufacturing  operations  of  the 
prison  it  is  designed  to  operate  with  the  fires  night  and  day,  there  will  be  furnished  the 
means  of  a  most  complete  and  constant  renovation  of  the  air  of  the  prison  buildings, 
day  and  night,  without  tlie  expenditure  of  a  farthing  beyond  the  first  cost  of  the  appa- 
ratos,  for  constructing  which  all  the  necessary  material  is  now  on  the  ground.  In  the 
meantime,  before  the  forges  are  at  work,  the  waste  heat  of  the  steam  engines  might  be 
used  for  this  purpose. 

To  complete  this  important  sanatory  arrangement,  there  would  only  remain  to  be 
added  the  means  of  a  regulated  supply  of  air,  from  without,  into  the  prison,  warmed  in 
winter ;  and  then,  with  the  pure  air  of  its  mountainous  altitude,  in  this  particular  Clin- 
ton prison  would  stand*  unrivaled. 

The  condition  of  the  health  of  the  prisoners  was  found  to  be,  in  general,  very  good, 
and  such  as  might  be  expected  in  persons  at  regular  labor,  with  good  and  wholesome 
diet,  in  a  general  atmosphere  of  the  greatest  purity ;  excepting  the  fact  of  their  being 
prisoners,  at  involuntary  labor.  With  regard  to  the  influence  of  this  circumstance  upon 
their  physical  conditiou — an  influence  of  a  marked  and  deleterious  character,  according 
to  the  reports  of  most  prisons — we  found  here  very  little  trace  of  it,  in  either  depression 
of  spirits  or  bodily  disease.  There  was  a  general  aspect  of  cheerfulness,  an  elasticity 
and  vigor  of  mind  and  body,  a  willingness  to  acknowledge  the  justness  of  the  punish- 
ment, a  determination  to  endure  patiently  to  the  end.  and  a  composed  and  quiet  sub- 
mission to  the  discipline  of  the  institution,  much  more  general,  we  think,  than  is  to  be 
met  with  in  the  other  State  prisons  of  this  State. 

We  believe  it  will  bo  admitted,  a  priori^  that  a  system  of  governing  by  kindness  and 
finnness  combined,  resorting  to  harsh  measures  only  when  actually  necessary,  and  sub- 
stituting for  the  "  cat "  and  the  cane,  the  dungeon,  and  privation  of  physical  comforts, 
and  thus  not  only  avoiding  the  excitement  of  passion,  hatred,  and  revenge,  but  actually 
giving  opportunity  for,  and  inducing  a  spirit  of  reflection  and  composure  of  mind,  is  fiur 
more  likely  to  exert  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  bodily  health  than  the  opposite  course. 
Where  the  lash  is  resorted  to  on  all  occasions,  both  trivial  and  serious— where  man  is 
regarded  as  having  no  more  mind  than  a  mule,  and  is  to  be  reduced  to  obedience  by 
similar  means — it  can  form  no  matter  of  astonishment  that  his  feverish  and  excited  mind 
should  react  on  his  coqwreal  functions,  in  a  manner  to  engender  diseases  of  the  most 
serious  character. 

The  most  severe  and  effective  punishment  resorted  to  in  Clinton  prison  is  solitary  con- 
finement, with  total  deprivation  of  light,  and  diet  of  bread  and  water.     This  is  the  mIU 
ma  rcttio,  and  is  practised  only  on  the  most  refractory.     With  reference  to  its  influence 
on  the  health  of  the  convicts,  the  physician  of  the  prison  makes  the  following  very  just 
observations:^ 

"  The  inmiediate  effect  of  sohtary  confinement,  together  with  the  slender  diet,  is,  mi- 
donbtedlv,  to  lower  the  vigor  of  the  system ;  and  as  a  corresponding  moral  impression 
is  inevitable,  this  mode  of  treatment  is  admirably  calculated  to  restore  that  calm  and 
equal  state  which  the  violent  passions  of  some  destroy,  even  to  the  producing  of  a  kind 
of  temporary  fever  or  frenzy.  In  such  cases — and  such  cases  are  me  proper  subjects 
of  this  plan  of  punishment — the  effect,  both  morally  and  physically,  is  alike  beneficial ; 
for  a  state  of  great  moral  excitement  cannot  Ions  be  maintained,  without  producing  a 
proportionate  pMrsical  derangement ;  and  that  discipline  is  best  which  allows  opporti;b> 
nity  for  calm  reflection  to  take  the  place  of  violent  passions.  In  cases  of  long-contmoed 
confinement,  the  total  deprivation  of  exercise  might  be  injurious,  were  it  not  for  the 
accompanying  diminution  of  diet,  which  farm*  an  eisaUial  part  of  the  plan.*' 
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The  object  of  the  eftablkhment  of  a  new  state  prison,  and  its  location  in  that  regiqa 
ef  the  State,  was  the  mining  of  iron  ore,  and  the  production  of  iron  therofrom.  With 
this  view  an  iron  mine,  known  as  the  Skinner  Vein,  incloding  200  acres  of  land,  was 
purchased  for  $17,500.  'fhe  stockade  wall  of  the  prison  yard  includes  the  mouth  of 
this  mine.   The  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings  was  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1845. 

For  a  short  time  previous  to  the  purohase,  as  the  committee  are  informed,  this  mine 
had  been  abandoned  by  its  proprietors,  after  the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of 
money  to  put  it  in  working  order  and  bring  its  produce  to  market  Whether  this  aban- 
donment was  rendered  necessary  by  a  discovered  or  supposed  deficiency  of  amount 
of  yidd,  or  an  inferior  quality  of  the  iron,  a  demand  for  ore,  nevertheless,  being  great 
in  ikaX  region,  or  by  the  heavy  cost  of  transporting  the  ore  to  a  market  (for  the  reducy 
tioD  of  the  ore  was  never  attempted  on  the  spot),  we  are  not  precisely  informed.  A 
sontiment  prevails  very  extensively  in  that  region  of  the  State,  that  all  these  causes  had 
combined  to  compel  this  abandonment,  whUe  it  is  believed  by  many  that  the  inferior 
quality  and  deficient  quantity  of  the  ore  are  the  causes  which,  principally,  render  this 
mine  less  valuable  than  some  others  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  The  Sailly  and  Avenll 
mine,  a  few  rods  distant,  has  been  in  successful  operation  many  years,  though  subject 
to  precisely  the  same  difficulties  and  expenses  of  transportation. 

An  opinion  (we  believe  honestly  entertained)  prevails  extensively  among  capable 
men  in  that  section,  that  the  iron  is  of  an  inferior  quality,  the  ore  too  much  mixed  with 
Ibreigu  matters  to  render  its  working  productive,  and  the  extent  and  capacity  of  the 
inine  very  uncertain ;  and  hence  it  is  maintained  that  the  prison  can  never  be  supported 
liy  the  mine  alnne. 

An  investigation  of  these  important  points  the  committee  did  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  enter  minutely  into,  as  it  is  not  probable  we  would  have  been  able  to  elicit  any  £sr- 
ther  information  than  has  already  been  spread  before  the  Legislature  and  the  public,  in 
the  reports  of  the  commissioner,  and  agent,  and  other  papers.  Though,  in  order  to 
ivocure  tlie  stone  necessary  for  the  buildings,  the  mine  has  been  uncovered  to  a  fardier 
«xtent,  and  a  few  tons  of  ore  sold,  yet  nothing  has  been  done  towards  erecting  the  sep- 
arating apparatus,  or  forge ;  and  the  questions  of  the  capacity  of  this  mine  to  afford  a 
aofficient  amount  of  ore  for  the  steady  employment  of  500  men,  for  50  or  100  years, 
and  whether  the  quality  is  sufficiently  good  to  justify  the  enormous  expense  necenary 
to  set  the  whole  in  operation,  are  yet  undecided  by  any  practical  workings,  by  which 
alone  they  can  be.  We  most,  however,  state,  that  the  present  agent,  while  commis 
abner  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  new  prison  in  this  region,  did  insti- 
tute experiments  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  qaality  of  the  iron,  and  his  report 
thereon  appeared  to  satisfy  the  authorities,  who,  accordingly,  purohased  the  vein.  It 
is  claimed  by  the  opponents  of  the  scheme,  that  these  experiments  were  insufficient. 

This  entire  region,  Clinton  and  Essex  counties  especially,  abounds  in  iron ;  some 
Yains,  as  that  known  as  the  Arnold  vein,  being  so  rich  as  to  be  reducible  in  the  forge 
without  undergoing  the  previous  process  of  "  separating."  The  Palmer  ore,  which, 
IB  per  centage  of  iron,  though  quite  rich  and  valuable,  is  much  below  the  Arnold, 
ii^  nevertheless)  much  above  the  Skinner  or  prison  vein,  in  this  respect,  judging  by 
specimens  taken  indiscriminately  from  the  beds,  by  our  own  hands — that  from  the 
prison  vein  being  admitted  by  the  agent  to  be  a  fair  specimen.  These  mines  are  all  in 
Clinton  county. 

The  committee,  desiring  to  obtain  the  best  judgment,  and  most  reliable  infbrmatian 
potiible  on  these  topics,  add^^essed  a  letter  to  Prof.  E.  Emmons,  State  geologist,  who 
had  made  a  protracted  examination  of  this  whole  district,  requesting  his  opinion  on  the 
Mooted  points.    The  correspondence  is  herewith  submitted : — 

Albavt,  October  22,  1846. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  am  chargeable  with  neglect  in  regard  to  ^onr  request.    One  re»> 
•on  why  I  have  not  returned  an  answer  berore,  is,  that  I  was  m  hopes  I  should  ha  abla 
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to  Tirit  ^B  mine  this  fall,  bat  the  MMon  is  ao  fiir  advanced  that^iera  is  no  ppoipact  of 
it  DOW.  I  will  therefore  proceed  at  once  to  say  what  mj  opinons  were  after  naving 
examined  the  Clinton  mines  as  a  geologist  for  the  State. 

This  vein,  however  (and  it  is  proper  to  say  it  here),  was  not  folly  exposed  at  the 
time  of  my  last  visit — ^bnt  from  what  appeared  by  the  mining  which  had  then  been 
done,  I  had  no  doubt  of  its  being  a  vein  which  would  afford  all  the  material  wluch 
would  be  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  State  establishment.  The  (inaUty  of  the  iron 
which  has  been  made  from  the  Clinton  ore,  is  remarkably  good,  being  quite  ductile, 
maUeable,  and  tough ;  and  the  ore  is  reduced  with  less  coal  than  that  of  the  Avorill 
vein,  which  is  adjacent  to  it. 

I  cannot  but  regard  the  establishment  of  the  prison  at  this  place  as  one  of  the 
best  measures  of  the  State  government,  whether  we  have  a  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  State  itself,  or  a  measure  designed  to  benefit  the  criminal.  The  whole  intention, 
however,  is  fiir  more  liable  to  fiiU  trom  an  incompetent  agent  than  from  scarcity  of  ma- 
terial. The  State  is  certainly  well  served  in  the  person  of  the  present  superintendent 
and  agent ;  and  if  his  services  are  continued  until  his  plans  are  completed,  I  have  no 
doubt  the  entire  plan  or  scheme  will  be  eminently  successful. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EBENEZEB  EMMONS. 

P.  S.  The  only  difficulty  I  could  observe  in  regard  to  this  vein,  was  the  existence  of 
a  trap  dyke  which  cuts  through  the  vein — the  effect  of  which  upon  the  ore  and  direc- 
tion of  the  vein,  could  not  be  seen  or  ascertained  at  the  time.  This  is  a  point  on  which 
yon  are  as  able  to  jud^e  as  myself. 

Dr.  Jno.  H.  Griscom,  New  York. 

Of  the  trap  dyke,  alluded  to  in  the  above  postscript,  and  which,  together  with  the 
vein,  has  been  more  oxpos^d  since  the  examination  of  Professor  Emmons,  it  is  confi- 
dently  asserted  that  it  very  seriously  impairs  the  value  of  the  mine. 

As  before  stated,  252  cells  only  have  been  completed,  (one-half  of  the  original  plan 
and  estimate,)  in  the  prison  building.  Of  the  two  buildings  to  be  placed  at  the  ends  of 
the  prison  building — one  for  the  agents'  and  clerk's  dwellings,  offices,  guard-room, 
store-room,  etc.,  the  other  for  kitchen,  diuing-room,  wash  and  bath  rooms,  chapel,  hos- 
pital, etc.,  etc.'^the  former  has  nut  its  foundation  laid,  while  the  latter  was  about  half 
completed,  and  not  ready  for  the  roof  at  the  time  of  the  inspection ;  and  no  arrange- 
ments for  furnaces  or  forge  fires,  or  for  an  apparatus  for  preparing  the  ores  for  reduc- 
tion, have  yet  been  made.  Yet  three  several  appropriations  of  $30,000,  |75,000,  and 
$50,000,  have  been  made — in  all,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  ihousimd  dollars. 

It  is  supposed  that  at  least  as  much  more  will  be  necessary,  to  carry  out  the  plan  to 
completion ;  and  the  best  that  can  be  said  of  it,  then,  will  be,  that  the  prospect  of  its 
being  sustained  by  its  own  labor,  without  further  drafts  upon  the  public  treasory,  or 
without  employing  the  convicts  at  some  other  labor,  is  still  a  matter  of  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty, from  the  circumstances  before  mentioned. 

Aside  from  the  uncertainty  attending  the  success  of  the  experiment,  rendering  it 
doubtful  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  incur  the  additional  expense  necessary  for  the 
completion  of  the  plan,  there  is  another  consideration  which  presses  itself  upon  the 
attention  of  the  committee  as  important,  and  that  is,  that  the  prison  ought  not  to  be  con- 
structed on  a  plan  of  having  more  than  250  inmates.  All  experience  shows,  that  a  prison 
of  that  magnitude  can  be  more  easily  and  better  governed  than  one  of  larger  dimen- 
sions. The  best  prisons  in  the  country  (on  the  Auburn  plan)  are  those  where  the  niun- 
ber  of  inmates  is  less  than  250 ;  and  the  worst  are  those  where  the  number  is  over  500; 
and  they  sink  in  the  scale  as  the  number  approaches  1,000. 

This  is  important  in  a  moral  point  of  view.  There  is  another  important  point  in  a 
financial  aspect.  The  prison  is  conveniently  located  for  prisoners  convicted  in  the 
counties  of  Clinton,  Essex,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Hamilton,  Montgomery,  St.  Lawrence,  Sa- 
ratoga, Warren,  Washington,  and  perhaps  Schenectady  and  Rensselaer.  The  expense 
of  transportation  to  and  from  this  prison,  from  other  counties,  must  be  mnch  greater 
^an  to  the  other  prisons.    These  counties  are  mostly  agricnltural,  and  send  few  pria- 
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oners  in  proportion  to  other  parts  of  the  State ;  and  it  will  be  difficult,  from  these  coon- 
tied,  to  keep  the  number  of  inmates  up  to  250.  Any  fiirther  addition  to  that  number 
must  be  attended  with  unnecessary  expense. 

The  establishment  of  this  prison  was  wise,  because  it  tended  to  reduce  the  number  in 
the  other  prisons,  (already  too  large,)  and  that  wisdom  would  be  perfected  in  this 
respect,  if  the  Legislature  would  adopt  the  policy  of  con6niDg  its  number  within  250. 

The  organization  of  the  government  of  this  prison  is  different  from  that  of  the  other 
prisons.  It  has  no  permanent  Board  of  Inspectors,  and  the  same  person  exercises  the 
duties  which,  in  the  other  prisons,  are  divided  between  the  Agent  and  the  keeper.  The 
latter  arrangement  is,  unquestionably,  an  improvement. 

The  system  of  inspection  provided  for  this  prison,  must  be  quite  an  idle  ceremony, 
and  ineffective  in  guarding  against  the  evils  which  are  so  apt  to  creep  into  our  prisona. 
Up  to  the  lime  of  our  visit,  the  inspectors  had  never  been  to  the  prison.  No  injuiy 
has  yet,  to  our  knowledge,  arisen  from  this,  and  probably  will  not  under  Uie  govern- 
ment of  the  present  Agent.  What  it  might  be  in  other  hands,  we  have  abundant  cause 
to  fear,  from  what  has  occurred  at  the  other  prisons. 

The  moral  government  of  the  prison  is  deserving  of  high  praise.  It  is  wise,  and 
therefore  it  is  huoMsne.  It  is  efficient ;  for  cruelty  is  unknown,  and  disobedience  in- 
frequent. Men  are  taught  the  lesson  of  self-control  and  self>govemment,  not  by  phy- 
sical means  only,  but  by  mind  operating  on  mind.  The  minds  of  the  prisoners,  in- 
stead of  being  left  to  brood  on  an  evil  past  or  a  gloomy  future,  are  fed  daily  with  that 
which  gives  them  something  better  to  think  of,  and  is  calculated  to  make  them  wiser 
and  better.  The  advantage  of  this  was  displayed  to  us,  not  only  in  the  ease  with  which 
the  power  of  the  officers  is  exercised,  but  in  the  behavior  and  deportment  of  the  pris- 
oners, unlike  that  ef  any  other  institution  for  males  that  we  have  visited.  And  we  left 
the  prison  impressed  with  a  sense  of  what  was  due  to  the  intelligence  and  humanity 
which  had  devised,  and  in  a  great  measure,  carried  into  operation,  a  reform  in  prism 
diKipline  which  it  is  earnestly  hoped  may  yet  prevail  in  all  prisons. 

JOHN  H.  GRISCOM,  }  p^„;^^ 

New  York,  Augrut,  1846.  J.  W.  EDMONDS,        {Committee. 

After  the  inspection,  the  following  letter  was  received  from  the  assistant  keeper 
having  charge  of  the  kitchen,  and  is  published  in  this  connection  for  obvious  reasons : 

Clin'Ton  Prison,  August  24^A,  1846. 

Uoii.  JoHV  W.  Edmonds: 

Dear  Sir: — While  you  were  at  this  prison,  you  requested,  and  Ifuraished  a  haftj 
statement  of  the  amount  and  kinds  of  food  given  the  men  confined  here.  Thinking, 
however,  since  you  left,  that  it  might  be  quite  too  imperfect  for  your  purpose,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a  statement  which  vrill  enable  you  better  to  undei^ 
stand  Mr.  Cook's  system  of  feeding  the  men  confined  under  his  charge. 

For  BrtakftuU — The  men  receive  what  they  toUh  of  the  following  articles,  viz  :— 
Graham  bread;  bariey  coflee;  potatoes;  boiled  beef;  gravy,  made  from  the  &t  gath- 
ered from  boiling  meat,  and  thickened. 

For  D»«jwr.— Boiled  pork ;  bread ;  bean  or  pea  soup ;  potatoes ;  vinegar. 

For  Supper. — The  men  have  their  choice  of  mush  and  molasses,  or  bread  and  mo 
lasses. 

On  Sabbaih  and  Thursday. —Freth  beef,  vrith  rice  soup,  is  served  for  dinner. 

On  Friday. — Codfish  instead  of  meat. 

The  above  comprises,  I  believe,  the  manner  in  which  the  men  are  provided  with 
food  in  this  prison ;  and,  so  fieir  as  my  experience  enables  me  to  judge,  its  effects  are 
most  happy.  On  my  first  acquaintance  with  the  prison,  and  the  system  of  furnishing 
the'table,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  it  would  induce  prodigality,  but  I  am  perfectly  sat- 
iified  that  where  men  can  have  all  they  want  to  eat,  and  that  of  a  good,  wholetomt 
ftuoHiy,  there  will  be  little  or  no  di^>osition  to  waste  or  destroy. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T   MARSHALL. 

Hon.  Jobn  W.  Edmonds. 
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Table  XIV. — Manner  in  which  Prisoneri  were  emphyed  at  the  date  of  Ac 

Inspection* 
The  conTicta  are  princ^Mdlj  engaged  in  tibe  conatroction  of  tibe  priaon. 

Table  XV. — T%e  Receipts  of  the  Prison^  for  the  Labor  of  Prisoners  during 

the  Year,    See  Table  xui. 


Table  XVI. — Total  Cost  of  the  Prison  under  the  following  Heads, 


Total  cost  of  Pruon  diet  ..... 

"         Mole  and  female  clothing  .  .  .  .  . 

Bedding  -  -  -  - 

Straw-  ...-., 

Extra  allowances  by  order  of  the  surgeon,  including  hos- 
pital stores  and  medicines       -  •  ... 

Wuie,  beer,  and  spiribit      .  -  .  -  . 

Fuel,  including  coal  for  furnace  and  blacksmith's  shopt 

Soapt  -  ...... 

Candles,  oil,  and  ^,  including  all  lights  and  fuel     • 

Stationery  and  prmting  and  postage  .  .  . 

Booksf  -..--. 

Furuituret  ...... 

Officers'  salaries     -  -  .  -  - 

Removal  of  PriMuers  to  and  from  their  trials  at  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  Greneral  Sessions,  or  to  undergo  their  sen 
tences  in  other  prisons  ... 

Sundries  not  mentioned  •  -  .  • 


\ 


<i 


Total  expenses  of  the  prison  for  the  year,  not  including  building  and  > 
repairs,  alterations  and  additions  -  -  -  { 

JSLepaii-s,  alterations,  and  additions  in  and  about  the  prison,  etc.  - 

Grand  Total  • 

t  Prison  diet  per  head  per  annum,  taking  158  as  the  average  No. 
Prison  clothing  per  head  per  annum  -  -  -  . 


$5,884 

78 

•1,741 

51 

394 

71 

338 
113 

20 
24 

12,314 

50 

2,288 

32 
26 

123,075 

53,462 

50 

76 

74 
02 

$76,537 

$39 
11 

*  No  separate  account  being  kept,  tfaeae  three  items  are  blended  into  one. 
t  Mo  separate  account  kept. 

X  This  Retam  gires  the  contract  price,  or  actaial  ralne  of  tiie  prison  diet,  for  one  prisoner  consnming 
diet  for  one  whole  year. 


Table  XVII. —  Total  Expenses  of  the  Prison  for  the  Year,* 


a».j 


Total  expenses  for  the  year,  not  including  officers'  fees  and  repairs, 

alterations  and  additions  .... 

Total  receipts  of  ditto  ..... 

Actual  cost  to  the  State,  not  including  officers'  feet  and  repairs,  al-  } 
terations  and  additions      .....  5 

Bepairs,  alterations,  and  additions     ..... 

Total  expenses  of  the  prison  for  the  year,  includiiiff  repairs,  altera-  } 
tions,  and  additions,  and  excluding  receipts  and  fees  .  5 

Pay  of  officers  ....... 

Total  cost  to  the  State  for  the  year 


$10,760t 


$10,760 
53,462 


$64,223 
12,314 


$77,537 


76 


76 
50 


26 
50 


76 


*  TTiia  Table  cannot  be  relied  upon,  beeanae  of  two  itema,  riz. :  stock  and  toola,  $7068  81 ;  storage 
and  freis^ting,  $2662  19 ;  which  are  now  mostly,  if  not  entirely,  chargeaUe  to  building  aocoua^  bat 
crdinariry  to  general  eznenses. 

f  Tbese  sums,  divided  by  the  aggregate  number  of  days  for  which  tiie  whole  of  the  prisoners  have 
in  custody  during  the  year,  gire  40  centa  aa  the  cost  of  each  prisoner  per  day. 
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Table  XVIII. — Clothing  and  Bedding :    ihmdng  the  Number  of  AartideM 

issued  to  each  Prisoner. 

No  Account  whatarer  kept   The  artidei  are  dealt  oat  without  any  reatrletion  or  rMoktion,  or  todetdl 
accountabili^,  except  the  will  and  the  word  of  the  Aaairtant  Keeper  in  ehaxfe  of  uda  depaxtnieBt. 


Table  XIX. — Salaries,  Fees,  Emoluments,  etc.,  of  Officers  of  the  Clinton  Slate 

Prison, 


Salaries 

Nauru  of  FoM 

Names. 

OiBce. 

Age. 

When  appointed. 

per 

aiid£moL,aBd 

51 

Annum. 

Am'ts  thereof. 

1 

Bansom  Cook 

Agent  &  Keeper 

May    7,  1844 

$1500  00 

(  House  rent 
and  fuel. 

John  H.  Beach 

Clerk 

32 

June,  1845 

800  00 

11 

Joseph  B.  Brown 

Physician 

24 

May,    1845 

500  00 

Priv.  pract. 

Abraham  Haff 

Chaplain 

54 

«        t( 

400  00 

Joshua  Hodgson 

Assistant  Keeper 

36 

It        it 

800  00 

Ichabod  T.  Marshall 

33 

June,   1845 

500  00 

Milote  Baker* 

11        it 

500  00 

Harry  B.  Hatch 

38 

It        ti 

500  00 

Rassell  W.  Ransom 

30 

u           u 

500  00 

Daniel  Snyder 

28 

<<           n 

500  00 

Ezra  Hall 

36 

July,    1846 

500  00 

*  Since  removed 


Table  XX. — Miscellaneous  Inquiries  as  to  the  state  of  the  Prison, 


1.  Cells. 

2.  Number  of  cells  or  rooms. 

3.  Dimensions  of  them. 

4.  Average  temperature. 

5.  How  lighted. 

6.  How  warmed. 

7.  How  ventilated. 

8.  Cost  of  construction  of  prison. 

9.  Cost  of  each  cell. 

10.  How  many  confined  in  one  cell. 

11.  What  books  for  prisoners. 

12.  What  classification. 

13.  Visitors  to  prisoners. 

14.  Clothing,  how  often  changed. 

15.  Clothing,  awv  uniform  dress. 

16.  How  often  fed,  and  where. 

17.  Supply  of  water,  and  how  used. 

18.  Bedding,  how  often  changed. 

19.  Convicts'  money  iu  Agent's  liauds. 


J 


252. 

4x8x8,  containing  256  cubic  feet 
In  winter  60  to  62.     In  summer  no  ac- 
count kept. 
Through  grated  door,  14  feet  from  win- 
dows.   Windows  are  3  feet  5  inch,  by 
6  feet  8  inch. 
By  cast-inm  stoves  burning  wood,  with 
long  sheet-iron  pipe. 

Vide  separate  report  on  this  subject. 

Not  yet  completed. 

Not  yet  completed. 

Never  more  than  one. 

A  very  good  library,  lately  bought. 

I  Nil,  ouly  as  the  nature  of  their  labor  may 

I      cause  it. 

All  who  ask  it 

Once  a  week. 

Yes. 

Three  times  a  day,  at  a  common  table. 
Abundant — from  mountain  springs.     No 
baths.    They  wash  each  morning,  wad 
before  each  meal.     Each  prisoner  has 
his  towel  and  comb. 

No  regulation. 
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A   SYNOPSIS 

OP  ALL  THE  REPURT3  OF  THE  DIFFERENT  STATE  PRISONS  IN  THE 
QNITED  STATES,  COPIES  OF  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED  BY  THE 
ASSOCIATION. 

It  was  our  intontion  to  have  presented  in  this  connection  a  complete  synopsis 
of  all  the  prison  reports  that  have  ever  been  published  in  ^his  country ; 
but  the  most  diligent  inquiry  and  indefatigable  exertions  which  a  sincere  desire 
to  promote  this  object  has  been  able  to  enTect,  have  only  placed  at  our  disposal  the 
followin-^  reports,  from  which  we  believe  we  have  extracted  eveiy  impoitant 
fact  which  can  be  necessary  for  the  elucidation  of  the  subject. 


A  s^nopsfs  of  the  reports  of  the  Maine  State  Prison  for  1843,  1844,  1845, 

184G. 

The  ropoit  of  tlio  warden  of  the  Maine  Penitentiary,  for  the  year  ending 
Decombfr  31.  184ri,  represents  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  to  be  63,  or  an 
increase  of  six  during  the  year,  which  *'is  attributed  to  the  fact  tliat  many  of 
th^  convicts  rec^*iverl  were,  at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  a>\iiiting  their  trials.'* 
*'  The  conduct  of  the  pnsonei-s  has  been  uncommonly  good,  and  bnt  slrglit  pun- 
isliiiients  inflicted  to  maintain  good  order.  The  convicts  are  genomlly  healthy 
— iiiorf  so  than  would  be  expected,  situated  as  they  are  in  those  badly-con- 
strticted  cells  which  thoy  are  compelled  to  occupy." 

There  has  been  erected  a  new  external  prison  building,  upon  the  Auburn 
plan,  over  the  eastern  wing  of  the  old  cells,  and  adjoining  the  house  occupied 
by  the  warden,  of  suitable  size  and  dimensions  to  cont^iin  108  cells.  The 
iHpr^h  of  tho  building  is  112  feet,  47  feet  wide,  and  23  feet  high  to  the  beams  or 
roof.  It  is  made  of  limestone  and  rough  granite,  well  laid  in  lime  mortar,  the  walls 
of  which  are  three  feet  thick,  well  secured  by  breaking  joints  at  every  course, 
both  li'uiithwise  and  breadthwise.  This  building  contains  thirteen  large  glass 
windows  in  the  walls,  of  0  by  13  inch  glass — sixty-three  lights  in  each  window 
—for  the  purpose  of  properly  ventilating  and  lighting  the  cells,  which  are  to  be 
built  ujMm  th«  Auburn  plan  within  this  building,  made  of  split  granite  well 
inatclied  together,  proj)erly  laid  in  cement,  with  doors  made  of  iron  gratings,  to 
be  built  three  stories  high,  and  two  cells  abreast  in  each  story.  The  space  be- 
tween the  outor  wall  and  the  cells,  will  be  eleven  feet  wide  and  twenty-five  feet 
high ;  and  when  completed,  firmly  plastered,  so  that  placing  four  stoves  in  the 
nrea,  being  one  at  each  corner  of  the  cells,  with  funnel  passing  over  or  near  the 
doors,  will  warm  all  the  cells,  while  the  light  from  the  windows  in  the  outer 
walls  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  convicts  to  read  in  their  cells.  This  build- 
ing is  entirely  a  fire-proof  building  both  inside  and  outside. 

The  whole  amount  expended  on  the  new  prison,  including  some  alterations 
in  the  prison,  occasioned  by  the  erection  of  this  building,  is  $5,439  93,  of  which 

8am  you  have  in  the  general  account 83,692  26 

Add  for  2,284  days  of  convicts  quarrying  and  fitting  stone,  etc 1,142  00 

paid  overseer  to  work  and  oversee  convicts 200  00 

for  powder  and  tools,  etc.,  for  same 203  92 

by  convicts  to  Jordan  and  others  in  labor 64  25 

for  extra  guard  five  and  a  half  months 137  60 

t5>439  9^ 


at  44  44 

»(  44  44 

Ik  »4  44 


lis 
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It  is  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned^  that  the  whole  cost  of  this  building,  when 
completed,  includinc;  the  cells  and  other  fixtures  connected  therewith,  will  not 
vary  much  from  §12»000. 

The  State  has  appropriated  $2,000,  and  if  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  shculd 
be  made  early  this  winter,  making  in  all  $7,000,  I  am  fully  of  opinion  it  will 
coin  plot  e  tlie  new  prison  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

It  is  believed  the  financial  affairs  of  the  prison  stand  as  well  as  at  the  close  of 
any  former  year.  Althougli  much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  new  prison, 
yet  all  the  departments  have  been  carried  on  without  much  inconvenience,  not- 
withstanding the  small  number  of  convicts  in  each  of  them.  The  State  has 
paid  for  the  prison,  for  oflicors'  salaries,  (including  $1,042  75  due  on  the  fourth 
Quarter  of  las^  year,  1842,)  and  appropriated  during  the  last  year,  $7,238  25. 
The  prison,  to  meet  that  cliargo,  paid  for  new  prison  $5,439  93.  Paid  in  debts 
$626  93,  and  has  on  hand  demands  due  over  last  year  of  $531  74,  and  also  paid 
out  $166  for  wharfage  on  lime  rock  that  is  now  in  suit,  together  with  some 
other  items  which  could  not  properly  be  made  to  appear  in  the  tables. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  CARR,  Warden. 


From  tlie  report  of  the  Injectors  we  learn  the  following  facts  : — 

Situation  and  employmknt  of  Convicts. — The  convicts  are  required  to  be 
constantly  at  work,  during  the  day,  (except  while  taking  their  dinner,)  tinder  the 
immediate  inspection  and  care  of  an  ovei'seer,  at  such  work  as  they  can  perform 
to  the  most  advantage.  The  operations  of  the  prison  are  carried  on  by  depart^ 
ments,  as  the  Shoemaking,  Wheelwright,  Blacksmithing,  etc. ;  by  thus  having 
sevt^ral  departments  or  shops,  it  gives  an  opportunity  for  such  as  have  a  trade 
to  b^  usefully  employed  as  soon  as  received  into  the  prison. 

To  insure  obcdionce  to  the  rules  of  the  prison,  and  to  instruct  novitiates,  an 
overseer  is  allotted  to  each  department,  by  whose  constant  assistance  and  in- 
stniction,  a  convict  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  business  of  the  department  is 
NOon  enabled  to  employ  his  time  with  advantage  to  the  State,  and  profit  to  him- 
Felf,  ns  he  is  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  a  trade  that  may  yield  him  an  honest 
su{;;)ort  after  leaving  tlie  prison,  that  may  enable  him  to  abandon  the  haunts 
of  vice  and  misery,  and  become  useful  and  respected.  It  is  also  the  duty  of  the 
ovei'seer  to  keep  a  correct  account  of  all  work  done  in  his  department,  which 
itccount  the  clerk  carries  at  least  every  week  into  the  general  account  of  the 
prison.  By  adopting  this  plan,  it  is  very  easily  ascertained  whether  a  depart- 
ment is  a  source  of  profit  or  loss. 

Food  of  Convicts — The  food  of  the  convicts  is  simple  and  wholesome,  and 
served  to  them  in  suflicient  quantities.  The  morning  and  evening  meals  con- 
sist invariably  of  corn  meal  pudding  and  molasses,  or  com  and  rye  meal  bread, 
instead  of  pudding,  if  desired  by  the  prisoner. 

For  dinner,  the  prisoners  are  furnished  with  salt  beef,  pork  and  beans,  dry 
and  corned  fish,  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  bread  and  potatoes,  and  frequently 
during  the  fall,  fresh  meat  soups  ^re  served  up  for  them, — all  the  provision  of 
the  convicts  is  in  good  order,  and  of  good  quality. 

There  has  been  sold  from  the  subsistence  department,  during  the  last  season, 
several  barrels  of  beef,  for  family  use,  out  of  the  same  lot  and  precisely  of  the 
same  quality  that  is  used  by  the  prisoners. 

Clothing. — The  cloth'mg  of  the  convicts  consists  of  coarse  satinet  pantaloons 
and  jackets,  with  woolen  shirts  in  winter,  and  cotton  ones  in  summer;  they 
are  furnished  with  woolen  stockings,  and  thick  shoes  for  those  who  work  in  the 
shops,  and  thick  boots  and  mittens  for  those  who  work  in  the  yard.  Their 
clothes  are  frequently  washed  and  always  kept  in  good  repair. 

The  following  facts  in  regard  to  the  former  lodgings  of  the  prisoners  is  im- 
portant as  a  matter  of  record,  as  its  influence  upon  health  must  be  great,  and  as 
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a  diange  to  better  lodging  hat  since  been  made,  it  is  important  in  relation  to  the 
fatnre  statistics  of  the  prison. 

LoDoiifo. — If  is  anything  bat  pleasant  to  be  obliged  to  record  the  situation  oT 
the  unfortunate  convict,  while  confined  during  the  night  in  such  cells  as  are  now 
in  use  at  the  prison.  They  are  cold,  wet,  poorly  ventilated^  and  so  constructed 
as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  to  keep  them  sufficiently  clean  to  render  them 
healthy  ;  as  there  is  no  way  of  warming  them,  they  cannot  be  washed  during 
•  the  winter  without  endangering  the  health  of  the  convict,  by  exposure  to  addi- 
tional moisture  until  they  become  dry,  from  the  cold  and  frosty  air  with  which 
diey  are  surrounded. 

Discipline. — The  discipline  in  this  prison  is  perhaps  as  perfect  as  in  any 
oflier  in  the  country.  The  punishments  are  almost  universally  mild  and  merci- 
ful ;  and  the  cnlendar  of  punishments  for  the  past  year  shows  them  to  be  fewer 
m  number  and  milder  in  degree  than  in  most  any  former  year.  Corporal 
punishment  seems  to  be  almost  obsolete ;  it  has  not  been  inflicted  for  several 
Tears  past  in  this  prison.  The  mode  of  punishment  almost  invariably  adopted 
IS  solitary  confinement  in  a  cell  for  a  few  days,  which  is  always  found  sufficient 
to  subdue  even  the  most  stubborn.  Experience  has  fully  shown  that  the  old 
mode  of  inflicting  corporal  punishment,  although  it  may  subdue,  will  never  re- 
form the  criminal,  but  will  enkindle  and  keep  alive  the  blighting  spirit  of  revenge. 
The  right  spirit  now  seems  to  prevail  upon  this  subject.  The  convict  is  now 
treated  as  a  reasoning  being,  and  he  sees  that  justice  and  mercy  may  be  united 
even  in  punishments,  and  that  the  officer  under  whose  care  he  is  placed,  is 
governed  by  the  laws  of  kindness  and  humanity. 

Reformation  of  Criminals. — This  result  should  never  be  lost  sight  of,  and 
no  measure  calculated  to  produce  it  should  be  left  untried.  The  time  has  gone 
by  when  a  prison  was  regarded  as  a  place  of  torture,  and  the  keeper  and  his 
assistants  were  required  to  be  morose,  cruel,  and  tyrannical,  in  order  to  increase 
the  punishment  of  the  criminal,  and  to  render  his  abode  more  terribly  repulsive. 
In  order  to  reform  the  criminal,  it  has  been  found  that  kindness  from  his  officers, 
sympathy,  and  good  wholesome  food  during  health,  with  careful  treatment  in 
sickness,  with  the  privilege  of  religious  instruction  upon  the  Sabbath,  and  a  sup- 
ply of  moral  and  religious  books  during  the  solitary  confinement  of  his  cell,  will 
call  into  action  the  finer  and  more  noble  feelings  of  his  nature,  while  the  former 
course  of  tyranny  and  oppression  had  the  direct  tendency  to  stifle  and  bury  the 
better  qualities  under  tlie  dark  and  blighting  cover  of  revenge. 

A  powerful  means  of  reforming  vicious  persons  when  confined  in  prison,  is  to 
famish  them  with  books  of  a  character  to  engage  their  attention,  convey  instruc- 
tion, and  nt  the  same  time  inculcate  moral  and  religious  sentiments.  In  the 
solitude  of  the  cell  the  mind  needs  relief  from  the  burden  of  self,  and  the  inward 
work  of  self-examination  should  bo  softened  and  guided  by  the  aid  of  the  many 
excellent  works  which  can  be  furnished  at  so  trifling  expense. 

In  addition  to  the  Bible,  with  which  every  prisoner  is  furnished,  the  prison 
fibrary  contains  quite  a  number  of  books  well  calculated  to  benefit  the  convict. 
/i  is  believed  that  convicts  frequently  leave  the  prison  with  a  full  determination 
lo  employ  themselves  in  some  honest  and  honorable  btisinessy  and  if  possible^ 
again  to  merit  and  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  community — but  |iow  are  they 
ffenerally  met  by  those  to  whom  they  apply  for  work  or  assistance,  often  stating 
honestly  and  frankly  that  they  have  been  inmates  of  a  prison  ?  It  is  generally 
by  a  cold,  unfeeling  repulse,  which  at  once  chills  for  ever  the  better  feelings  of 
their  nature,  and  rouses  within  them  a  spirit  of  revenge.  It  is  undoubtedly  true 
that  this  course  of  treatment  towards  discharged  convicts  is  one  ^eat  reason  why 
(key  are  so  often  recommitted^  having  been  once  confined  in  prison^  as  it  is  very 
probable,  even  in  our  country,  that  the  convict  is  occasionally  almost  driven  to 
ike  commission  of  crime  for  want  of  any  means  to  furnish  himself  with  the  necessa- 
net  (f  life. 
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Pardon8.->— When  an  indnridual  ia  about  to  commit  a  premeditated  oflfooee» 
and  studies  his  chances  of  escape  from  detection  and  from  punishment,  if  de- 
tected he  undoubtedly  takes  the  probability  of  being  able  to  procure  a  pardon 
into  consideration,  and  assuredly  he  is  justified  in  so  doing,  while  it  appears  by 
the  records  of  the  prison,  that  more  than  sixteen  per  cent,  of  all  who  have  been 
committed  have  been  discharged  by  pardon. 

While  the  convict  flatters  himself  with  the  pleasing  hope  of  being  the  subject 
of  executive  clemency,  his  mind  can  hardly  be  brought  to  think  seriously  of  his 
situation  and  his  crimes ;  his  attention  is  constantly  abstracted  from  the  work  at 
which  he  is  employed,  thus  very  much  retarding  him  in  acquiring  a  knowledge 
of  a  trade  which  might  be  useful  to  him  when  liberated ;  his  mind  is  ever  rest- 
less, and  he  is  constant  in  his  importunities  with  his  friends  for  assistance  to  ob- 
tain his  liberty,  and  this  he  does  not  on  the  score  of  merit,  but  almost  as  a  mat- 
ter of  right,  because  others  no  more  worthy  than  himself  have  been  pardoned. 

It  is  believed,  that  to  give  a  convict  a  claim  for  pardon,  there  should  be  veiy 
strong  mitigating  circumstances  in  his  favor.  He  may  have  been  convicted  on 
&lse  testimony — ^his  health  may  be  so  much  impaired  that  there  can  be  no  hope 
of  his  recovery — or  perhaps  having  been  sentenced  for  a  long  time,  his  conduct 
may  have  been  so  universally  good  and  exemplary  that  a  short  portion  of  his 
sentence  might  not  be  required  to  be  served  out. 

Pecuniary  Situatiopt. — By  reference  to  the  annexed  statement  of  resources 
and  liabilities  for  the  last  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  placed  as  a  liability  the 
amount  that  we  find  charged  on  the  prison  books  to  building  and  repairs ;  while 
as  a  resource  we  have  placed  the  same  building,  the  value  of  which  is  estimated, 
by  the  amount  charged  to  it,  the  amount  charged  to  other  departments,  but  ac- 
tually expended  for  the  building,  and  the  amount  of  convicts*  labor  upon  the 
same. 

The  labor  of  the  convicts  has  been  estimated  at  the  same  rate  that  they  would 
have  earned  in  the  different  departments,  while  many  of  them  have  performed 
as  much  labor  upon  the  building  as  would  have  been  performed  by  men,  whose 
wages  would  have  amounted  to  double  the  sum  allowed  them,  if  the  State  had 
been  obliged  to  employ  other  persons  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  statement  of  present  resources,  we  have  shown  an  excess  of  resources 
amounting  to  $17,684  34 ;  but  this  cannot  all  be  considered  as  available,  as  much 
of  the  stock  consists  of  furniture  and  tools  ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  the  whole 
amount  due  from  individuals  will  be  collected,  although  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  warden,  in  effecting  sales  from  the  prison,  has  been  very  careful  to 
have  the  payment  for  the  same  well  secured. 

Having  settled  the  warden^s  account,  we  find  that  he  has  received — 

From  the  State  treasurer  during  the  year 7,238  25 

From  sales  of  manufactures  during  the  year 2,770  46 

10,008  71 

His  credit  for  same  time  is.... 11 ,754  33 

Making  balance  in  his  favor $1,745  62 

The  above  balance  is  included  in  the  amount  due  to  individuals  on  account,  in 
the  statement  of  liabilities,  and  makes  more  than  one  half  of  the  whole  amount 
due. 

JOHN  MERRILL,         ) 

GEORGE  A.  STARR,    }  Inspectors  of  Maine  StaU  Prigan. 

BENJ.  F.  BUXTON,     ) 

Maihx  State  Paison,  January  13,  1844. 
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From  the  Chaplain's  report  we  extract  the  following : — 

During  the  past  year,  two  religkms  exercises  Have  been  held  in  the  Chapel 
each  Sidbbath— one  service  at  eight  o^clock,  A.M.,  the  other  at  half-past 
three,  P.M. 

This  arrangement,  as  to  time,  appears  necessary  to  promote  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  convicti.  Surely  human  beings,  of  flesh  and  blood  like  us,  shut 
up  in  cold  damp  cells  during  a  long  winter  night  of  between  fifteen  and  sixteen 
hours,  cannot  but  joyfully  embrace  the  hour  that  gives  them  exercise,  and  also 
the  comfort  of  a  warm  room.  Without  this  exercise  and  warmth,  these  unfor- 
tunate men  must  necessarily  pervert  the  wise  design  of  our  Creator,  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Holy  Sabbath,  by  regarding  its  approach  a  curse  rather  than 
a  blessing.  The  completion,  therefore,  of  the  new  bailding,  containing  com- 
fortable cells,  cannot  fail  to  be  a  subject  of  pleasing  contemplation,  not  only  by 
tile  convicts,  but  by  all  who  possess  the  kind  feelings  of  humanity. 


Larceny 39 

Arson 5 

Burglary 3 

Adulteiy 2 

Passing  counterfeit  money 2 

Assault  to  ravish 4 

Assault  to  kill 1        Total 

Forgery 2 

Ages  when  Committed. 


CRIMES. 

Perjury 

Malicious  mischief 

Manslaughter 

Murder,  sentence  commuted. 
Murder 


1 
1 
1 
1 
.  1 

63 


From  10  to  20  years 10 

20to30     "     28 

16 


4i 


'*     30  to  40 


i4 


From  40  to  50  years 4 

60  to  60     "     5 


it 


Total 63 

Term  of  Sentence. 


During  life 6 

For  16  years 1 


it 
ii 

it 
it 
«t 
It 

it 


12 
10 
9 
7 
6 
6 
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it 
it 
it 
it 
it 
»i 
it 


1 
.6 
.1 
.2 
.1 
.6 
.9 


For 

(4 


it 

4< 
4< 

44 


3  years 9 

2     "    6month8 1 

'•     12 

"    6  months 2 

3      *'       1 

10 


2 
1 
1 
1 


44 
44 


Total. 


.63 


Statement  of  Commitments  for  the  last  eleven  yean,  with  the  number  of  Crimes 

against  Property  and  Persons. 

1833 36  committed  crime — against  property  33,  and  persons  3 


1834. 
1836. 
1836. 
1837. 
1838. 
1839. 
1840. 
1841. 
1842. 
1843. 


32 

it 

44 

44 

44 

27, 

5 

39 

it 

44 

14 

44 

32, 

7 

44 

it 

14 

il. 

44 

33, 

11 

34 

44 

14 

44 

44 

28, 

6 

38 

It 

4t 

i( 

44 

34, 

4 

36 

It 

« 

ii 

44 

30, 

6 

30 

44 

41 

44 

44 

26, 

4 

13 

41 

44 

44 

44 

11. 

2 

31 

44 

44 

44 

44 

28, 

3 

.27 

44 

«« 

4t 

44 

26, 

1 
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Reparlofiht 

State 

P-ntmfar  Fndey,  DteexOer  89, 18*3. 

„„„„. 

J 

1 
1 

J 
1 

1 

1 

AZMAKES. 

Present  on  datf 

Abseoi  on  du^ 

1 

1 

1 

' 

10 

Wtitera s 

Lumpen s 

Bu^iera ,,  i 

In  punishmeDt 1 

Invalids ,,.  ft 


Laboron  in  tfae  Qnarrf 14 

"        in  ttw  SDiitb-«bop« 6 

Shoemakers 20 

Wheelwrights B 

Twlors 3 

ShoebindetB ......  2 

Cooks a 

Wtiheri 1 

Atteodiag  lick 0 

A  report  like  the  ibmo  it  made  every  df^  hj  the  depn^  warden,  examined 
bf  the  wsrdea,  and  recorded  by  the  clerk. 


Statknxht  of  Ae  tmt  tpeitl  by  the  OmvUU  tn  d^eraU  titaa&m$  ditmg  Iht 
last  year. 

By  Shoemakers 5,974 

"  Blacksmiths 1,334 

*'  Wheelwrights 2,353 

"  Tailom 1,090 


"  Shoebinders. 

'  Cooks 616 

"  Wuhen 


'Waiters 4G2lLeberoi 


By  Lumpers 697 

■  Barbers 388 

Quarrymen 677 

Sickness 748 

In  cells  on  account  of  storms  Ewd 

holidays 354 

In  solitary,  for  punishment 70 


..2,284 
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Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors  for  1846. 

By  reference  to  the  tables  it  will  appear  that  the  present  liabilities  of  the 
prison  are  less  than  they  were  the  last  year,  by  the  sum  of  $532  34,  while  the 
amount  due  to  the  prison  on  notes  and  accounts,  exceeds  the  amount  of  last  year 
by  the  sum  of  $1,024  81,  and  the  present  amount  of  stock  exceeds  that  of  last 
year  by  the  sum  of  $400  33. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  actual  expense  of  the  new  prison  is  less  by 
about  $300  than  appears  by  the  tables,  as  an  engine-house  has  been  erected, 
and  a  cistern  constructed  of  granite  and  cement  of  sufficient  capacity  to  contain 
about  one  hundred  hogsheads  of  water.  In  additionJ;o  this,  two  pieces  of  wall 
have  been  made,  and  the  whole  expense  charged  to  the  building  and  repairs 
department. 

As  the  Warden  has  given  a  minute  description  of  the  new  prison  in  his  re- 
port, the  Inspectors  will  not  go  into  the  details  of  its  construction. 

In  their  almost  daily  inspection  as  the  work  progressed,  they  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  character  of  the  work  and  materials,  and  have  do  hesi- 
tation in  expressing  their  opinion  that  it  has  been  done  in  a  faithful,  permanent, 
and  workmanlike  manner,  and  fully  to  their  satis&ction ;  and  while  expressing 
this  opinion  of  the  character  of  the  building,  they  are  gratified  in  being  able  to 
communicate  the  fact,  that  the  whole  expense  has  fallen  below  the  estimate 
made  by  the  Warden  and  Inspectors  before  commencing  the  work. 

It  must  be  as  cheering  to  the  philanthropist  to  hear,  as  it  is  to  the  Inspectors 
to  announce  the  fact,  that  Maine  has  now  a  prison  that  is  not  a  disgrace  to  her 
— one  that  is  second  to  none  in  the  country  for  convenience,  comfort,  and  secu- 
rity. The  cells  are  neat,  easily  warmed,  ventilated,  and  inspected  ;  and  while 
perfectly  secure,  the  doors  are  so  constructed  as  to  admit  a  sufficient  degree  of 
light 

Since  the  removal  of  the  convicts  into  the  new  cells  their  behavior  has  been 
good;  they  now  dread  solitary  confinement,  as  it  is  inflicted  by  removing  from 
the  new  cells  and  placing  them  in  old  ones,  which  they  soon  find  by  the  con- 
trast to  be  a  "  ten'or  to  evil  doers."  And  it  requires  but  a  very  short  confine- 
ment in  these  dark,  damp  dungeons,  to  bring  even  the  most  refractory  to  good 
behavior. 

JOHN  MERRILL, 

GEO.  A.  STARR.  \  Inspectors  of  Maine  State  Prison, 

BENJ.  F.  BUXTOxN, 


Chaplain^ s  Report  for  1845. 

As  to  my  duties,  and  the  religious  order  observed  in  the  prison,  no  material 
alteration  has  taken  place  since  my  last  report. 

We  have  had  two  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath,  one  commencing  at  eight 
o*clock  A.M.,  the  other  at  three  P.M.  The  Sabbath-school  is  in  connection 
with  the  afternoon  service,  and  has  consisted  of  four  classes — two  Bible  classes, 
the  other  two  are  instructed  from  the  spelling-book.  Of  those  who  form  the 
classes,  most  of  them  appear  much  interested. 

It  is  well  known  that  such  was  the  damp  state  of  the  cells  in  the  old  prison, 
that  books  were  soon  injured,  and  in  many  cases  rendered  unfit  for  use,  hence 
no  addition  has  been  made  to  the  library  for  some  years.  As  this  state  of  things 
no  longer  exists,  it  appears  to  me  necessary,  and  I  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  some  addition  be  made  to  the  prison  library. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  say  that  the  new  prison  cannot  fail  to 
meet  the  wishes  and  desires  of  a  humane  and  feeling  community,  who  have 
long  regarded  the  old  cells  as  inflicting  that  species  of  barbarity  on  the  unfortu- 
nate that  should  never  exist  among  a  civilized  jieople.  This  spacious  building 
redecta  honor  on  our  State,  and  much  credit  is  due  to  those  who  havr>  had  the 
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Dagement  of  its  eoDStnicUaa.  TboM  who  have  friends  here  confined,  aod 
who  have  not  vUited  the  pnaon,  may  rest  anured  that  it  i«  eTerything  fir 
kt,  vjarmlk,  neatnai,  and  comjbrt,  that  a  priion  poBsibly  cou  Id  bo. 

JOB  WASHBURN, 
Chaflain  of  the  Maine  SUiU  Priton. 


Statement  or  Convicts. 


mber  of  Conricia  in  prison 

Dec.  31,  1843 

cfiiTed   since.. 


charged  on  t 
leatenca  . . . . 


Ding  number,  Dec.  31,  '44,    75 


Whnle  nnmlMr  of  Conric'tB  i«- 

ceived  since  Jni7  5,   1844 

Discharged  on  expiretioD  of 

sentence   616 

Died 24 

Paidonad 130 

Escaped  and  oot  retaken ...     7 
R«niaining  numlMr 75 


rceny  .. 
rglary  . 


it  to  ravish 

AdES  or  Convicts 


Passing  oonnteifeit  mooey..... 

Murder,  sentance  comnnited 

Murder,  awaiting  aentaace  of  dea 
Cheating 


n  10  ro  30  j-eaiB  . . 
20  to  30     •• 
30  to  40     " 


Total 75 

HEN  Commit TEp. 
I  From  50  to  GO  yeara 3 


I       Total 

Sbhtence, 


Sentenced  t 
Total.. 
RtpoTt  of  At  State  Pritmjar  December  31, 1644. 


o  be  hanged.. 


|f. 

4 

i5 

m 

1 

i 

went 

n  diily.  .  . 

...il 

11 

9 

12 
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d,,.,.... 
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COKYICTS. 

WashArs 1 

AtteDdiDg  sick 

Waiters 2 

Lumpers 3 

Sick  in  the  Hospital 5 


Laborers  in  the  Quarry 9 

*'        in  the  Smith-shops 6 

Shoemakers 33 

Wheelwrights 8 

Tailors 6 

Shoebinders 

Cooks 2       Aggregate 76 

A  report  like  the  above  is  made  every  day  by  the  Deputy  Warden,  examined 
and  certified  by  the  Warden,'  and  recorded  by  the  Clerk. 


Extract  from  Warden* s  Annual  Report  of  the  Maine  State  Prison^  Dec. 

Zlst,  1844. 

In  examining  the  reronis,  I  see  there  is  an  increase  of  twelve  convicts  during 
the  last  year.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  number  decreased  until  1841,  but 
since  that  time  it  has  increased,  as  the  laws  were  revised  about  that  time,  and 
HO  changed  that  none  aro  now  sent  here  for  a  less  term  than  one  year.  This 
alteration  is  for  the  better.  When  prisoners  come  into  the  prison  with  suitable 
sentences  they  can  be  put  to  a  trade ,  so  that  when  they  are  liberated  they  are 
enabled  to  make  an  honest  living  by  it.  It  is  almost  universally  the  case,  that 
when  convicts  enter  the  prison  thoy  wish  to  be  put  to  n  trade,  and  their  wishes 
are  complied  with  provided  their  sentence  will  wan*aut  it. 

The  new  prison  is  now  completed  agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  the  Legis- 
lature, containinci;  108  cells,  built  of  split  granite.  The  building  is  three  stories 
high,  with  36  cells  in  each  story,  two  abreast,  with  a  longitudinal  wall  of  bricks 
forming  the  backs  of  the  cells.  Each  cell  has  u  ventilator  carried  up  separately 
through  the  wall,  and  which  empties  itself  into  a  granite  trough  which  passes 
the  whole  len^h  of  tlio  building.  On  this  trough  are  placed  two  chimneys, 
which  carry  off  all  the  bad  air  finom  the  cells.  The  cells  are  7  feet  long,  7  feet 
higlL,  and  4  feet  wide  in  the  cleiir.  Each  cell  contains  an  iron  bedstead  the 
frame  of  which  is  made  of  one  inch  round  iron,  and  filled  with  narrow  huop  iron. 
When  the  convict  is  not  in  bed,  this  is  turned  up  irad  fj'stened,  so  that  nearly 
the  whole  room  is  hud  to  walk  in. 

The  cells,  iis  before  stutod,  are  made  of  split  irranito,  1  foot  thick,  do  welled 
together  with  iron  bolts,  and  clamps  of  iron  drilled  into  the  front  stone,  and  also 
into  the  partition  stones.  Over  the  doors  is  placed  u  walk  of  si)lit  granite,  3  feet 
wide  and  6  inchos  thick,  1  lout  of  which  is  laid  in  the  wall  of  the  cells.  The 
wall  of  the  cells  being  laid  u|K)n  this  walk  holds  it  from  cantiiii;.  The  same  is 
done  to  both  stories.  At  the  edi;«  of  these  walks  is  placed  largo  round  iron 
posts  10  feet  apart,  into  which  holes  are  drilled  and  a  screw  cut  so  that  eye 
boltjj  are  screwed  in  which  receive  the  railing,  made  of  1  inch  round  iron  run- 
ning the  whole  length  of  90  feet  of  cells.  Tlio  cell  door  is  made  of  an  iron 
frame,  the  back  part  near  the  hook  or  hinge  is  1  l-'J  inches  square,  the  front 
and  two  ends  are  1  1-*J  by  5-8  inch,  and  in  the  centre  are  two  cross  bai*s  of 
I  1-2  by  5-8  inch.  Those  middle  cross  bars  are  drilled  with  inch  holes,  through 
which  pass  seven  bars  of  inch  round  iron  and  also  pass  through  both  end  bars, 
with  the  holes  on  the  outer  side  counter-sunk  and  riveted  firmly.  Two  large 
bars  for  hinges  at  equal  distance  from  tho  cross  bars  bolted  to  tho  large  bar,  and 
also  to  each  bar  as  it  passes  across  tho  door,  and  aro  riveted  to  the  front  bar. 
A  plate  of  iron  6  inches  wide  is  bolted  to  the  cross  bars,  to  which  is  aftixed  a 
large  lock  which  locks  the  door  in  the  centre.  Over  the  doors  passes  a  large 
bar  of  iron  in  a  horizontal  direction,  which  moves  on  rollers.  This  bar  at  a  sin- 
gle move  of  4  inches  locks  all  the  doors  of  one  division  of  eighteen  cells  :  there- 
fore each  door  is  locked  twice,  and  the  convicts  made  perfectly  sec  ire.  These 
doors  are  so  open  as  to  admit  plenty  of  \\oht  and  boat. 
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The  area  between  the  outer  priton  and  cells  la  11  feet  wide  and  25  feet  high, 
well  lighted  by  large  windows.  The  windows  move  on  pullejrs  and  weights,  so 
that  each  morning  the  prison  is  aired  by  dropping  the  windows,  which  drives 
the  bad  air  up  the  flues  of  the  cells  and  leaves  die  prison  pure  and  clear.  The 
whole  inside  of  the  outer  prison  is  plastered  with  three  coats  of  lime  mortar, 
and  all  the  cells,  both  inside  and  outside,  are  well  whitewashed.  The  floor  in 
the  area  is  also  made  of  split  granite,  and  whitewashed.  The  windows  have 
green  blinds  on  the  inside  for  the  protection  of  the  night  watch.  The  doors, 
railing,  eta>,  are  painted  black,  all  which  make  a  veiy  good  appearance.  The 
cells  are  warmed  by  four  box  stoves  placed  in  the  area. 

The  new  prison,  as  completed,  has  cost  $13,177  44.  This  includes  some 
$300  paid  out  for  building  an  engine-house  and  two  sections  of  wall  about  60 
feet  in  length  in  each,  adjoining  the  prison  on  each  side,  forming  a  part  of  the 
prison  yard  fence.  This  wall  is  built  3  feet  thick,  laid  in  lime  mortar  with  the 
joints  cemented.  If  the  entire  prison  yard  should  be  built  of  this  kind  of  fence, 
it  undoubtedly  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  State. 

One  more  improvement  I  would  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. There  are  now  left  twenty -two  of  the  old  cells.  These  are  adjoining 
the  guard-room.  If  about  six  of  these  cells  on  the  western  end  should  be  taken, 
and  the  granite  split  up  and  built  into  a  small  house  upon  the  top  of  the  next 
eight  cells,  it  would  make  a  beautiful  hospital,  divided  into  about  fovur  rooms 
for  the  sick,  besides  a  small  room  for  the  nurse.  It  would  be  on  the  second 
story  where  the  fresh  air  would  circulate.  Then  there  would  be  lefb  eight 
cells  for  punishment  cells  between  the  hospital  and  guard-room,  a  sufficient 
number  for  that  purpose.  The  present  hospital  is  as  inconvenient  as  the  old 
cells,  being  kx:ated  on  the  ground  floor  and  adjoining  the  old  cells. 

We  are  now  nearly  out  of  debt,  stand  $1,957  48  better  than  at  the  close  of 
kist  year,  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  prison,  for  the  year  to  come, 
will  not  ask  for  an  appropriation  for  anything,  salaries  of  officers  included.  We 
now  have  as  good  a  prison  as  is  in  the  Union,  and  one  that  will  not  cause  the 
the  officers  to  blush  for  shame  while  they  are  conducting  visitors  through  it. 

There  has  been  received  from  the  treasury  of  State  during  the  last.year, 
$8,692  50  in  all  for  the  two  appropriations  and  officers'  salaries.  The  prison 
has  due  in  demands,  over  and  above  outstanding  demands,  $6,190  40.  The 
prison  has  more  than  paid  its  expenses  by  $1,900,  after  allowing  the  amount 
paid  out  for  new  prison  or  building  and  repairs,  which  is  considered  as  property 
of  the  State.  • 

BENJAMIN  CARR,  Warden. 

Crimes. 


Arson, 5 

Larceny, 46 

Burglary, 3 

Adultery,    .        *        ...  5 

Forgery, 3 

Assault  to  kill,     ....  1 

Assault  to  ravish,       ...  1 

82 


Passing  counterfeit  money, .        .      7 

Perjury, 1 

Murder,  sentence  conmiuted,  1 

Murder,  awaiting  sentence  of  death,  1 
Cheating, 1 

Total, 75 
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Annual  Report  of  Benjamin  Carr,  the  Warden  of  the  State  PrUon  of  the 

State  of  Maine,  SOth  Sept.,  1846. 

The  last  annual  report  was  made  to  the  Legislature,  31st  of  December,  1844. 
By  reference  to  that  report,  it  will  be  seen  there  was  then  in  confinement  75 
prisoners,  and  a  decrease  since  that  time  of  fifteen  in  number,  or  twenty  per 
cent.  We  should  be  glad  to  believe  that  crime  had  also  decreased  in  the  same 
proportion.  It  roust  be  a  happy  reflection,  when  we  are  informed  that  our 
State,  numbering  500,000  inhabitants,  has  in  our  State  prison  no  more  than  60 
imsbners.  Other  States,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  are  not  so  fortunate.  Some  of 
them  have  in  their  State  prisons,  some  three  and  four,  and  even  as  high  as 
fifteen  hundred  prisoners,  besides  a  large  number  in  houses  of  correction. 

The  condition  of  our  prison,  as  it  regards  health  and  comfort,  never  was  bet- 
ter. Our  former  anticipations  in  this  matter  are  fully  realized.  Now  all  of 
the  convicts  have  good  warm  and  dry  beds  to  sleep  in.  The  new  prison  has 
been  in  operation  about  eighteen  months,  and  the  comfort  which  the  prisoners 
must  have  enjoyed  during  the  two  cold  winters,  is  worth  all  the  expense  of 
erecting  it. 

The  finances  of  the  prison  are  in  a  good  condition,  as  much  so  as  could  rea- 
sonably be  expected,  when  we  take  into  account  that  it  is  sixteen  months  since 
my  last  report,  which  includes  two  winters.  In  the  winter  our  expenses  are 
much  more  than  in  the  warmer  part  of  the  year.  In  looking  at  the  general 
account,  a  large  item  of  expense  will  be  seen  in  the  article  of  wood.  Before 
the  erection  of  the  new  prison  our  expenses  in  winter  were  more  than  in  sum- 
mer, and  since  that  time  have  been  increased,  as  we  consume  a  larger  quantity 
of  wood  in  the  new  prison,  fires  being  kept  during  the  night  to  warm  the  pris- 
oners. The  price  of  wood  for  the  last  year  has  been  much  higher  than  for 
many  years.  There  is  another  cause  for  enhancing  our  expenses,  which  is  the 
scarcity  and  high  price  of  potatoes,  as  well  as  that  of  corn,  etc. 

In  my  last  report,  I  then  ventured  to  predict  that  the  prison  would  not  need 
an  appropriation  for  anything,  including  officers*  salaries ;  but  the  reasons  just 
given,  I  trust,  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  we  have  needed  and  received  the 
salary  of  officers. 

The  prison  now  owes  $8,395  00,  and  has  due  $11,089  78,  leaving  a  balance 
in  favor  of  prison,  of  $3,694  78.  Some  portion  of  this  sum  will  not  be  collected, 
as  in  all  such  demands  a  portion  will  be  worthless.  A  large  portion  of  the 
prison  liabilities  are  due  to  individuals  trading  with  the  prison,  which  are  ar- 
ranged for  and  all  its  debts  are  paid  at  maturity.  We  have  in  stock  and  tools  on 
hand,  at  this  time,  $17,437  89,  which  is  an  increase  from  last  year  of  $4,215  59. 
The  prison  has  paid  all  its  expenses  during  the  last  sixteen  monUis,  and 
$1,822  80  toward  officers'  salaries. 

The  qu^tion  is  now  asked,  as  it  has  been  before,  if  the  prison  pays  its  way, 
Why  call  for  the  salary  of  officers?  The  answer  is,  the  surplus  of  $3,694  78, 
Mded  to  $17,437  89  in  stock,  and  the  new  prison  of  $13,177  44,  you  have  the 
•am  of  $34,310  11,  and  about  $9,000,  occasioned  by  fire,  etc.,  in  1841 ;  in  this 
you  have  $43,310  11.  The  State  has  paid  in  appropriations  and  to  subordi- 
tmte  officers  at  the  prison,  since  26th  of  April,  1839,  the  sum  of  $41,014  59.  The 
stock  on  hand,  on  the  26th  of  April,  1839,  was  $9,554  28,  to  be  added,  which 
i%  $50,568  87 ;  from  this  deduct  $43,310  11,  and  you  have  $7,258  78,  total  loss 
pr  expense  more  than  income,  in  seven  years  and  four  days,  since  the  present 
incumbent  took  charge  and  has  been  in  charge  since,  except  one  year.   - 

There  are  some  $2,000  00  more  to  be  deducted  from  the  $7,258  76,  that  the 
prison  has  in  property  on  hand,  such  as  new  lime-kiln  sheds,  and  other  repairs 
of  real  estate  about  the  prison,  and  making  over  the  entire  fence  about  the  yard, 
!.,  etc.     Then  the  whole  expense  will  be  $5,258  76. 

BENJAMIN  CARR,  Warden. 
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Convicts. 


N  amber  of  convicti,  December 
31,  1844,       .         .         .         . 
Received  since, 


76 

29 

104 


Discharged  on  expiration  of  sen- 
tence,    ....        38 
Pardoned, ....  4 

Died,         ....  2 

•—    44 


Whole  Dumberof  cominitments 

since  July  2,  1824, 
Discharged  on   expiration  of 

sentence,  .         .         654 

Pardoned,       .        .         .        134 
Died,      ....  26 

Escaped,  and  not  retaken,  7 

Present    number,    ApriJ    30, 

1846,     ....        60 


881 


881 


Remain'g  numb'r,  April  30, 1846,  60 

Crimes. 

Rape, 1 

Assault  Mrith  intent  to  kill,    .        .  1 

Larceny, 37 

Arson, 4 

Burglary, 5 

Adulteiy, 4 

Passing  counterfeit  money,           •  1 


Murder,  sentence  commuted^       .  1 

Murder,  awaiting  sentence  of  death,  1 

Murder,  in  the  second  degree,     .  1 

Forgery, 3 

Lewd  and  hscivious  cohabitation,  1 


60 


Report  of  the  Inspectors. 

The  present  number  of  convicts  is  sixty,  being  a  decrease  of  fifteen  since  the 
last  annual  report.  This  is  a  very  small  number,  taking  into  consideration  the 
population  of  the  State. 

The  almost  universal  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  prison  has  been  concerning  its 
pecuniary  situation ;  but  seldom  have  any  questions  been  asked  in  relation  to 
the  health  and  discipline  of  its  inmates ;  nor  has  it  been  considered  of  mueh 
importance  that  freouently  a  convict,  while  serving  his  torm  of  punishment,  has 
obtained  for  himselt  a  good  trade,  and  although  he  may  have  been  of  but  little 
or  no  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  State,  is  enabled,  after  being  discharged,  to 
procure  good  employment;  thus  keeping  him  from  his  former  haunts  of  idle- 
ness and  dissipation,  and  preventing  his  return  to  prison  after  a  short  absence. 

It  appears  from  the  records  of  punishment,  that  during  the  last  sixteen 
months  the  whole  time  spent  by  the  convicts  in  solitary  confinement  for  pun- 
ishment, amounts  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  days,  equal  to  about  three 
days  to  each  prisoner ;  and  this  is  the  only  punishment  that  has  been  inflicted, 
with  the  exception  of  a  single  case  of  whipping,  which  was  inflicted  upon  a  con- 
vict after  having  spent  at  different  times,  in  solitary  confinement,  sixty  days. 

Experience  shows  very  plainly  that  mild  and  humane  treatment  does  much 
toward  improving  the  disposition  of  the  vicious,  and  encouraging  those  who  are 
anxious  for  reformation ;  while  prisoners  are  treated  with  harshness  and  cruelty 
by  their  oflicers,  without  receiving  from  them  one  encouraging  word  or  look, 
'  feeling  themselves  as  the  subjects  of  revenge,  and  outcasts  from  society,  Mrith  no 
prospect  or  hope  of  meeting  with  a  kind  friend  after  serving  their  term  of  con- 
finement, there  is  but  little  reason  to  expect  that  a  salutary  and  permanent 
reformation  of  character  will  be  the  result,  but  the  friir  presumption  is  that  they 
will  impSove  the  first  opportunity  to  gratify  the  feeling  of  revenge,  which  during 
their  confinement  has  been  suppressed,  but  not  subdued,  and  their  return  to 
prison  may  be  daily  expected.  But  let  the  prisoners  be  well  clothed,  fed,  and 
lodged ;  let  proper  attention  be  paid  to  cleanliness,  and  every  means  taken  to 
preserve  their  health ;  place  them  in  a  situation,  when  received  into  prison,  to 
l^rn  s  trade;  let  them  be  kindly  instructed  and  encouraged  by  their  overseers. 
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and  be  made  to  feel,  if  possible,  that  by  applying  themselves  to'soch  trade  they 
may  still  make  osefiLil  members  of  society,  when  discharged ;  let  them  be  well 
supplied  with  useful  books  to  occupy  the  time  while  in  their  cells,  with  suitable 
moral  and  religious  instruction ;  and  in  many  cases  a  thorough  and  permanent 
reformation  in  their  character  will  be  the  result ;  and  although  the  immediate 
result  may  not  be  so  much  to  the  State  in  dollars  and  cents,  yet  crim^  will 
diminish,  the  number  of  prisoners  be  reduced,  jails  relieved,  and  the  criminal 
dockets  in  the  courts  of  justice  very  much  lessened. 

The  Inspectors  are  satisfied  from  a  careful  examination  at  their  frequent 
visits,  that  since  the  prisoners  have  occupied  the  new  building,  where  they  can 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  sleeping  in  clean,  diy  and  warm  beds,  and  have  good  light 
enabling  them  to  read  the  Bible  and  other  useful  books,  with  which  the  cells  are 
supplied,  that  they  have  been  more  obedient  and  willing  to  perform  their  work 
to  the  satisfaction*  of  their  overseers,  than  they  were  after  having  spent  the 
night  in  the  cold  and  wot  cells  or  pit-holes  of  the  old  prison ;  and  consequently 
but  little  punishment  has  been  required. 

If  individuals  would  pay  their  liabilities  to  the  prison,  with  anything  like  rea- 
sonable promptness,  there  would  be  no  need  of  calling  upon  the  treasuiy  even 
for  officers'  salaries.  The  Inspectors  are  confident  that  under  the  prudent 
management  of  the  present  Warden,  the  prison  could  meet  every  demand  from 
its  own  resources,  were  it  not  for  the  time,  trouble,  and  expense,  that  is  too 
frequently  spent  in  collecting  debts ;  but  still  it  will  not  do  to  abandon  the  barter 
trade,  as  the  sales  for  cash  alone  would  be  exceeding  small. 

It  appears  from  the  present  situation  of  the  prison,  that  its  income  has  paid  its 
expenses  and  $2,522  40  towards  the  officers'  salaries,  which  amounts  to 
85,783  83  for  the  last  sixteen  months.  There  has  been  received  from  the 
treasury  the  sum  of  $5,681  for  the  payment  of  salaries^  (except  the  Warden's;) 
bat  $1,235  of  this  amount  was  for  the  quarter  ending  December  31,  1844  ;  the 
amount  of  salaries  for  the  quarter  ending  in  March,  1846,  has  not  been  received. 
In  addition  to  the  above  sum  paid  toward  officers'  salaries,  should  be  added  the 
amount  paid  for  conducting  the  suit  in  Massachusetts ;  then  taking  into  consid' 
•ratioo  the  increased  expense  for  fuel  for  two  winters,  while  the  profits  of  the 
aommer  cannot  be  shown,  the  pecuniary  situation  will  be  good. 

From  (he  Chaplain's  Report. 

dnr  Sabbath-school  has  been  conducted  as  usual,  in  which  nearly  one  half 
are  brought  under  instruction. 

As  many  of  them  appear  interested  in  reading,  I  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend an  addition  to  the  prison  library. 

JOB  WASHBURN,  Chaplain. 


$8,275  81 


Balance  in  various  Departments. 

Balance  in  &vor  of  Wheelwright  department,  $2,091  42 

Balance  in  favor  of  Shoemaking  department,  3,872  68 

Balance  in  fiivor  of  Blacksmiths'  department,  1,305  06 

Balance  in  favor  of  Lime  Quarry  department  976  77 

Balanee  In  fiivor  of  Team  department,  29  88 


Balance  against  Subsistence  department,  $2,960  28 

Balance  against  Fuel  add  Light  department,         1,107  48 
Balance  against  Clothing  department,  418  03 

Balance  against  Expense  Account  department,      1,010  13 

$5,515  92 

Babnee  in  fiivor  of  Inoome  department,  $8,769  Q9 
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Receipts  akd  Expenditubss  not  abote  stated* 

Received  from  ▼isitora, $144  49 

convicts  admitted,     .  6  45 

building  and  repairs,         .        •  35  22 


Expended  for  convicts  discharged,  * 
**  building  and  repairs,  . 


$439  04 
684  61 


$186  16 


$1,123  es 


-    Balance, 

.        •        •        •    .    1 

>        • 
Tool 

$937  41 

STATElfEffT   OF   StOCK  AlfD 

.8. 

1844. 

Dec.  31.    Ajnount  of  stock  and  tools  as  per  stock  book. 

$13,233 

1846. 

April  30.    Amount  of  stock  in  Wheelwright  Depart'nt, 

$5,370  84 

««                it 

Shoemaking,       ** 

4,781  91 

i»                It 

BIacksmith8\      ** 

1,286  53 

«i                tt 

Lime  Quarry,     ** 

1,874  11 

«i                tt 

Team,                 •* 

465  00 

tt                tt 

Subsistence,        " 

1,275  39 

it                tt 

Fuel  and  Lights, 

111  34 

i»                it 

Clothing,             " 

1,252  86 

it                it 

Expense  account, 

1,018  95 

Balance  in  %ror 

of  this  year. 

$4,216 

Statement  of  Notes  and  Accounts. 
1844. 
Dec.  31.    Amount  due  frt>m  individuals  on  notes  and  ac- 
counts,   

Amount  due  to  individuals  on  notes  and  ac- 
counts, ,        .        .        .        . 


Balance  in  favor  of  prison, 
1846. 
April  30.    Amount  due  from  individuals  on  notes, 
Amount  due  from  individuals  on  books. 

Amount  due  to  individuals  on  notes. 
Amount  due  to  individuals  on  books. 


Balance  in  &vor  of  prison. 


$9,308 

3,118 

$6,190 


$1,070  02 
11,019  76 


$2,606  41 
5,788  59 


-$12,089 


$8,395 
$3,694 


Statement  of  Convicts. 


Number  of  convicts  in  prison  Dec. 
31,  1844,  .... 

Received  since,   .        ,        .        . 


Discharged  on  expiration  of 

sentence. 
Pardoned,    . 
Died, 

Ramaining  number. 


75 
29 

104 


38 

4 

2 
—    44 
60 


Whole  number  of  convicts 
ceived  since  July  2,  1824, 


Discharged  on  expiration  of 

sentence. 
Pardoned, 
Died, 

Escaped  and  not  retaken. 
Remaining  number, . 


881 


654 
134 

26 
7 

60 


I 
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CmiMXs. 


Adultery,  • 

JlManlt  to  kill, 

AraoD, 

Surglary,  . 

FoTger^^,   . 

Xjarceoy,   . 

XiOwd  Bjad  iMcivious  cohabitatioD, 


4 
1 
4 
5 
3 
36 
1 


Murder,  Beoond  degree,  .  •  1 
Murder,  sentence  conunuted,  .  1 
Murder,  awaiting  sentence  of  death,  I 


Passing  counterwit  money, 
Rape, 


Total, 


A^OES  OE  ConVICTS  WHEN  COMMITTED. 


4* 


44 


it 

41 
it 


From  10  to  20  years, 
20  to  30 
30  to  40 
"     40  to  50 

During  life, 
For  15  years, 
12 
10 
7 
6 
5 
4 


44 


44 


t4 


4t 


44 


44 


t» 


44 


44 


14 


It 


44 


11 

25 
12 

8 


From  50  to  60  yean, 
60  to  70 


44 


44 


Total, 
Term  of  Sentence. 


7 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
11 
7 


For  3  years, 

*•    2      ••  .        . 

*'    1      ''      6  months, 

"    1      " 
Sentenced  to  be  hanged. 


Total, 


1 
1 

60 


3 
1 

60 

5 

14 

4 
5 
1 

60 


Number  or  Days  occupied  bt  Convicts  in  different  Departments,  prom 

December  31,  1844,  to  April  30,  1846. 


In  Quarry,  . 

In  Smith's  shop. 

In  Shoe  shop, 

In  Wheelwright's  shop. 

Tailors, 

Cooks, 


3,207 
1,673 
13,200 
2,964 
1,412 
872 


Washers,  •  .  .  «  537 
Waiters,  .  .  .  •  673 
Lumpers,  .  .  .  •  1,310 
Hospital,  ....  1,141 
In  solitary  confinement  for  pun- 
ishment,          .        .        .  226 


We  have  omitted  the  tables  in  each  report  in  which  convicts'  names  are 
eorded,  and  would  suggest  whether  the  constant  exposure  of  their  names  in  the 
yearly  reports  does  not  throw  an  additional  impediment  in  the  way  of  their 
reformation,  without  producing  any  good  result.  The  following  letter,  directed 
to  the  secretary  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Committee,  affords  additiomCl  inter- 
esting matter. 

Clirk's  Offick,  Maihi  Stati  Prison,  Thomastoii,  Augtut  5th,  1846. 
Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  20th  ult.  was  received,  and  also  the  **  second  report  of  the 
Prison  Association."    I  have  examined  the  report,  and  have  not  noticed  any  material 
eiTor  in  relation  to  our  prison.    Some  of  the  blanks  I  have  filled  as  follows :— 


No.  of  priMaen. 

DeadiM. 

Pirdoiif. 

No.ofprtMnen. 

DeatlN. 

PardoBs; 

In  1838            73 

0 

3 

In  1841            42 

0 

8 

**  1839             68 

0 

10 

"  1842            57 

0 

6 

"  1840            68 

3 

6 

• 

I  forward  you  the  warden  and  inspector's  reports  for  1843,  1844,  and  1845,  to  April 
80th,  1846.    I  regret  that  I  am  not  aole  to  procure  the  reportB  of  former  years. 


Number  of  recommitmentB  in  1846  was  6 

in  1841     "    3 

in  1840     "    7 

"  in  1839    "    8 


« 


II 


<i 


Number  of  recommitments  in  1838  was  8 
"  "  in  1838     "    5 

in  1836    "    7 


Number  of  recommitments  firom  1842  to  1846,  see  reports. 
Any  other  information  in  my  power  will  be  cheerfiiUy  given. 

Tours,  very  respectfiiny, 

BENJA.  CARR,WaTden. 
Per  A.  PERXDfB,  CMi 
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Synopsis  of  the  Reports  of  the  New  Hampshire  State  Prison  j 

the  years  ending  June^  1845  and  1846. 

1845. — Warden's  Report. 

I  tmnstnit  to  your  honorable  body  the  following  account  of  the  receipli  i 
disbursements,  the  statistics  and  condition  of  the  prison,  from  June  1,  1844, 
May  31, 1845,  inclusive,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  chaplain  and  i^iyald 


Cash  Account. 


Cash  on  hand,  June  1,  1844, 
*'    received  the  current  year, 

**    disbursements  for  the  year, 
'*    on  hand.  May  31,  1845,    . 


Income  and  Disbursements. 

Income  from  Smith  shop,  ...... 

*»  •*     Cabinet, 

"  "    Shne, 

**  **     Steam-engine, 

"  **    Visitors, 

*^       received  for  manure,     ....        * 


$329  37 
7,744  61 

$7,992  88 
81  10 


$1,968  64 

1,990  45 

2,228  37 

207  33 

104  99 

20  00 


$8,073 


$8,073 


Disbursements. 

Paid  for  clothing  ana  oedaing, $619  84 

**     "    provisions, 2,509  06 

*'     '*    salaries,  fuel,  oil,  etc., 2,841  43 

repairs  and  improvements,     ....  455  47 


$6,619 


tt         4i 


•*     "    interest, 

Statement  of  Convicts. 

Number  of  convicts,  May  31, 1844, 

received  since, 


34  81    $6,460 


4* 


Sentence  expired  and  discharged,         .... 

Pardoned, 

^^leo,  ........•• 

Case  carried  up  to  supreme  court  and  judgment  reversed. 
In  confinement.  May  31,  1845, 


Employment. 


89 
14 

7 

12 

2 

1 
81 

—     \ 


Cabinet  shop,  . 
Smith  shop,     . 
Shoe  shop, 
Cooks,     . 

Washing  and  mending. 
Lumper,  . 


23 

24 

25 

2 

2 

1 


Steam-engine,   . 

Hall, 

Old  and  infirm,  . 


Daily  expense  of  prisoners,  21*85. 
Natives  of 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 
Maine,    . 
Vermont, 
Canada,  .        . 
Europe,  . 
New  Bramwiek, 


52 
7 
5 
4 
2 
5 
1 


New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  . 
Ohio,      .  . 
Connecticut,    . 
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Crimes. 


Stealing, 

• 

27 

7 

Murder,  sentence  commuted, 
**       in  second  degree, 

1 
4 

"       sheepf          ...          2 
Peijury,  suboruation  of    .        .          1 
Forgery,           .         .         .       ^.           4 
House  and  store  breaking,       *.           6 

"       attempt  to    . 
Manslaughter,    . 
Passing  counterfeit  bills,     . 

"               "        coin,    . 

3 
1 
6 
2 

l^urglarv, 
Xlape,' 

2 
.         .           3 

Counterfeiting,  . 
Larceny,  .... 

1 
2 

**     attempt  at 
Arson  and  burning,  . 

4 
6 

81 

Sentences. 

l«'or  life,  . 

11 

For  6  years,  . 

4 

**  16  years,    . 
♦»  14     " 

1 
1 

*'     5      *•        . 
**     4       **        . 

14 
6 

**  12     »• 

1 

••     3      **        . 

18 

"  10     " 

5 

"     2      •*        . 

7 

'*     9     •* 

1 

"     li    "        . 

1 

44          8          " 

• 

4 

— 

**     7     ** 

»                  1 

8 

81 

Ages  when 

Committed. 

From  10  to  20  yean 

1,       .         .         14 

From  60  to  70  years. 

3 

"     20  to  30     *' 

33 

"     70  to  80     "      . 

1 

"      30  to  40     ♦» 

17 

1    •■— • 

"      40  to  50     " 

9 

81 

•*     50  to  60     *» 

4 

Committals 

THIS  Year. 

From  Rockingham  < 

county,         .         3 

From  Sullivan  county. 

1 

•*      Stafford 

3 

»*      Grailon       *» 

3 

"      Cnrroll 

1 

"      Coos           " 

1 

»♦      Hillsbon 
*>      Chesbin 

)ugh 

9 

"              .         1 
1 

14 

The  operations  of  the  prison  the  past  year,  it  will  be  seen,  have  resulted  as 
favorably  as  could  reasonably  have  been  expected.  The  prices  of  provisiont 
4ind  other  articles  of  consumption  at  the  prison  have  ranged  low.  A  slight  ad- 
vance on  some  of  the  leading  articles  might  have  caused  the  disbursements  to 
exceed  the  income.  It  is,  however,  to  be  hoped  that  more  fkvomble  contracts 
may  be  obtained  for  the  labor  of  the  convicts  the  ensuing  year.  The  order, 
industry,  and  good  feeling  existing  among  the  convicts  has  been,  to  me,  higbhr 
gratifying,  and  I  am  more  than  ever  convinced,  that  they  can  appreciate  kino- 
ness,  aud  of  its  happy  influence  uix>n  their  minds  and  conduct.  There  doubt- 
less are  cases  that  require  decision  and  severity  ;  but  these,  1  think,  will  be  Ies« 
frequent  under  a  mild  tiian  a  rigid  discipline.  The  golden  rule,  *'  Whatsoever 
^e  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them^**  is  as  valuably 
in  as  out  of  the  prison.  The  nearer  I  have  kept  myself  an(^  otj^ejs.to  this  rule, 
the  more  successful  have  I  been  in  the  government  of  the  pr^pr).,  .  All  reqiiire- 
«nents  of  the  officer  should  bo  reasonable  and  proper  to  s^f^^fe.a  ready,  aii4 
^iliing  obedience.  •(.*■':'/  -..         '■-.'■. 

My  endeavors  have  been,  that  the  government  of  the  001^^19^.  sliould  be  fre^ 
from  insolent  domineering  and  overbearing  harshness ;  that  tho  deportment,  of 
«1I  the  officers  should  be  gentle  and  kind,  and  that  all  proper  and  .prompt  obedir 
«nce  should  be  yielded  by  the  convicts ;  and  happy  am  I  to  fin^  tlie  concurrence 
of  all  the  officers  with  me  in  the  opinion,  that  this  is  not  only  proper,  but  prac- 
f.icable ;  not  only  for  the  good  of  the  convicts,  but  for  the  best  interests  df  'the 

'       33 
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institntioii ;  and  their  ready  cooperation  has  been  to  me  a  lonrce  of  much  gnU- 
iication. 

In  Massachusetts,  provision  is  made  by  law  for  the  removal  of  insane  convicts 
to  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital.  Cases  of  insanity  exist  here;  and  I  cannot 
think  you  will  shrink  from  any  humane  and  merciml  provision  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  may  be  proper. 

SAMUEL  O.  BERRY,  Warden. 

Extract  from  the  Chaplain^s  Report. 

Two  religious  exercises  have  been  maintained  on  the  Sabbath.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  convicts  has  uniformly  been  interesting  and  solemn. 

The  remaining  portion  of  the  day  has  been  devoted  to  visiting  at  the  cells,  dis- 
tributing books,  papers,  and  tracts,  and  imparting  such  moral  and  religions  in- 
struction as  time  and  occasion  have  seemed  to  justify,  and  occasional  opportuni- 
ties on  the  week  day  have  also  been  improved  for  the  same  purpose. 

In  these  personal  interviews,  I  have  encouraged  each  man  to  lay  aside  all 
embarrassing  restraints,  and  open  his  feelings  to  me  as  his  friend. 

These  visits  have,  in  most  instances,  been  very  welcome  to  the  prisoner.  .  Of 
all  other  places  in  time  of  health,  the  solitude  of  the  cell  is  calculated  to  wake 
np  the  mind  to  reflection,  and  call  forth  the  strong  sensibilities  of  the  sonl ;  and 
there  it  is  that  kind  counsel  and  Christian  instruction  may  often  be  given,  when 
the  mind  is  in  a  fnvorable  condition  to  receive  it,  and  to  be  profited  thereby. 

In  the  two  cases  which  proved  fatal,  the  individuals  were  men  of  reflectinjr 
minds.  One  retained  his  reason  until  the  close  of  life,  and  was  exercised  witn 
a  deep  concern  for  his  spiritual  welfare ;  and  both  expressed  an  earnest  desire 
to  enjoy  some  tokens  of  the  mercy  of  God 

Several  of  the  less  infoi*n)ed,  who  are  capable  of  it,  have  been  taught  to  read ; 
several  also  have  been  taught  to  write,  and  a  few  have  made  some  proficiency  in 
common  arithmetic. 

The  prison  librniy,  which  had  been  commenced  during  the  preceding  year, 
has  been  considembly  augmented,  principally  by  the  liberal  donations  d  be- 
nevolent individuals  in  the  towns  of  Concord  and  Portsmouth. 

Each  convict  has  been  fuinished  with  a  weekly  temperance  paper,  and  during 
the  last  six  months  seveml  religious  papers  have  been  circulated  and  read  with 
interest  and  profit. 

Some  attention  is  now  being  paid  to  the  improvement  of  our  singing.  In- 
struction in  that  branch  is  given  by  one  of  the  convicts,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  chaplain,  which  we  hope  will  add  increased  interest  to  our  devotional 
exercises. 

Those  who  have  lefV,  with  some  few  exceptions,  have  embraced  the  princi- 
ples of  total  abstraence  from  all  intoxicating  drinks  ;  and  as  their  taste  for  stroDC 
drinks  has  been  corrected  by  the  simple  course  of  diet  used  in  the  prison,  and 
their  minds  have  become  informed  on  the  subject  by  a  constant  course  of  read- 
ing, something,  it  is  hoped,  has  been  done  to  secure  them  from  an  immediata 
course  of  intemperance  and  crime. 

I  am  happy  to  state  my  belief,  that  the  humane  course  of  treatment,  together 
with  the  moral  influence  exerted,  and  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  im- 
parted, have  been  attended  with  great  good  in  relation  to  many.  One  fiict  b 
here  worthy  of  notice.  Of  for ty-eight^  the  whole  number  who  have  been  lib- 
erated within  two  years  past,  not  one  has  been  recommitted  to  this  or  any  other 
prison,  and  a  large  proportion  of  this  number  are  known  to  be  steadily  engaged, 
either  as  farmers  or  mechanics,  in  obtaining  an  honest  livelihood. 

It  may  not  be  possible  to  ascertain  all  the  causes  which  lead  to  the  commis- 
sion of  crime ;  but  some  considerations  are  so  prominent  in  the  history  of  thoae 
committed  to  our  penitentiary,  that  they  cannot  be  mistaken.  Some  of  these 
causes  may  be  remedied, 'others  can  never  be. 

Many  of  these  men  were  almost  or  entirely  destitute  of  early  moral  and  rafi> 
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gioiu  iostmctioii.  Scnne  few  were  the  of&pring  of  parenta,  ofie  or  both  of  which 
were  professedly  religious ;  but  in  most  of  these  instances  there  is  evidence  of 
a  gross  neglect  of  parental  instruction  and  discipline. 

W here  a  scrupulous  regard  of  right  and  wrong  is  early  inculcated,  the  prin- 
ciple becomes  a  fixed  one,  and  operates  as  a  powerful  protection  to  the  mind  in 
after  life.  Very  few  of  our  convicts  were  the  subjects  of  such  early  moral  cul- 
ture. Many  are  exceedingly  deficient  in  a  knowledge  of  Bible  instruction. 
Several,  when  committed,  could  not  read ;  a  still  greater  number  could  not 
write ;  and  but  few  are  found  who  possess  an  enlightened*  education.  Many 
also  have  been  permitted  to  grow  up  without  restraints. 

It  will  readily  be  admitted  that  the  propensity  in  some  men  to  a  particular 
course  of  crime  is  much  stronger  than  in  otliers ;  that  there  are  cases  of  un- 
common natural  perverseness  and  recklessness  of  mind,  cannot  be  doubted ;  but 
in  most  cases  of  this  kind,  much  might  have  been  effected  by  early  culture  and 
proper  restraints.  Many  a  young  man  who  now  shares  the  fate  of  a  felon's 
cell,  had  he  been  trained  under  other  circumstances,  might  have  occupied  a 
respectable  standing  in  society. 

Some  few  cases  exist,  where  crime  seems  to  be  the  result  of  some  natural 
defect  of  the  mind,  approximating  so  far  towards  idiocy  as  to  render  it  difficult 
to  determine  whether  the  person  is  morally  accountable  for  his  conduct  or  not. 
But  even  in  these  cases,  something  more  might  have  been  done  to  restrain  the 
passions  and  give  the  mind  a  correct  bias,  by  proper  parental  influence. 

The  truth,  then,  is  irresistible,  that  the  convict  is  an  unfortunate  fellow-being, 
needing  our  pity  and  our  friendly  commisemtion.  Though  guilty  and  fallen,  he 
has  yet  a  heart  to  feel ;  and  the  effect  of  human  sympathy  and  Christian  kind- 
ness may  be  to  touch  some  chord  of  the  soul  which  has  refused  to  vibrate  to 
harsher  sounds,  or  to  call  into  exercise  some  remaining  portion  of  humanity 
which  has  hitherto  laid  dormant  under  the  withering  influence  of  neglected 
childhood,  followed  by  a  course  of  crime  and  the  rough  administration  of  retri- 
butive justice. 

JOHN  ATWOOD,  Chaplain. 


1845. — Physician's  Report. 

Since  my  report  of  last  year,  two  deaths  have  occurred  at  the  New  Hamp- 
shire State  Prison.  The  first  was  the  case  of  Nathaniel  Hobart,  who  died 
September  30,  1844,  of  disease  of  the  lungs,  following  a  severe  attack  of  typhus 
fever,  afVer  about  two  month's  confinement  in  the  hospital.  The  second,  Hiram 
D.  Freeman,  who  died  March  17,  1845,  of  pulmonary  consumption. 

This,  like  the  last  official  y-ear,  has  been  an  unusually  sickly  one.  In  the 
autumn  of  1844,  about  one  in  every  five  of  the  whole  number  of  convicts  wis 
sick  with  typhus  fever ;  making  in  all  about  seventeen  cases,  some  of  which 
were  very  severe.  There  has,  indeed,  been  an  unusual  amount  of  fever  in  the 
town  of  Concord,  during  the  years  1843,  *44,  but  nothing  tike  the  proportion  that 
has  occurred  at  the  penitentiaiy, 

Besides  the  large  number  of  fever  cases  of  the  last  year,  we  have  also  had 
more  than  the  usual  amount  of  bowel,  catarrhal,  rheymatic  and  dyspeptic  com- 
plaints, together  with  a  few  cases  of  erysipelas,  and  some  cases  in  sursery. 

E.  CARTER,  M.  D. 


1846L — Warden's  Report. 


The  warden  of  the  State  Prison  respectfully  submits  the  following  statement  of  dia 
condition  and  management,  receipts  and  profits,  expenses  and  disboraements,  of  that  iih 
stitation,  since  the  perir)d  of  the  last  annual  report. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  m  prison,  May  31, 1845,  was  81;  wholi 
number  received  into  prison  since  May  31,  1845,  is  30:  total,  111. 
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Ditehargtd  from  prison  during  the  ^wr  ending  May  31,  1846. — By  expiratxm  Hi 
■entence,  12;  by  remission  of  Aontence,  22;  by  commitment  to  Insane  Hospital,  2;  hj 
death,  1:  total,  37. 

Whole  number  remaining  in  prison,  May  31,  1846,  74.     Total,  111. 

Of  those  now  remaining  in  prison,  72  are  males  and  2  females ;  69  are  whites  and  5 
colored  persons.     Of  the  latter  class  is  one  female. 

Greatest  number  of  convicts  in  prison  at  any  one  time  during  the  last  year,  85 ; 
fmallest  nuiftber  of  convicts  in  prison  at  any  one  time  during  the  last  year,  71 ;  average 
daring  the  year,  78. 

Ages  of  those  now  in  prison  at  the  time  of  their  <;ommi^fifen/.— Under  15  years,  1 ;  be- 
tween 15  aud  20  years.  12  ;  20  and  30.  36 ;  30  and  40,  14;  40  and  50,  3 ;  50  and  60, 
5 ;  60  and  70.  2 ;  70  and  80,  1 :  total,  74. 

Crimes  of  those  now  in  ;?W«o».— Larceny,  38 ;  horse  stealing,  8 ;  murder,  4 ;  rape, 
4 ;  burglary,  4 ;  passing  counterfeit  bills,  3;  attempt  to  kill,  2 ;  arson,  2 ;  burning  barn, 
2;  breaking  and  entcnng  house,  etc.,  in  night  time,  2;  breaking  and  enteriug  bouse, 
etc.,  in  day  time,  2 ;  manslaughter,  1 ;  assault  with  intent  to  commit  manslaugnter,  1 ; 
passing  counterfeit  coin,  1 ;  counterfeiting  coin.  1 ;  attempt  at  rape,  1 ;  forgery  1 ;  sab- 
omati<m  of  perjury,  1 ;  abusing  female  child,  with  intent  to  commit  rape.  1 :  total,  74. 

Terms  of  sentences  of  those  in  prison. — For  1  year.  3  ;  for  1^.  2  ;  for  2,  8  ;  for  3,  16; 
for  4,  6  ;  for  5,  11 ;  for  6,  3  ;  for  7,  4 ;  for  8,  2 :  for  9,  I ;  for  10,  4 ;  for  12,  1 ;  for  14, 
1 ;  for  15,  1 ;  for  20,  1 ;  for  life.  10:  total,  74. 

States  and  countries  of  which  those  in  prison  are  natives. — New  Hampshire,  41 : 
Massachusetts,  6 ;  Maine,  7  ;  Vermont,  7  ;  New  York,  2  ;  Pennsylvania,  1 ;  Ireland,  5 ; 
England,  1 ;  Isle  of  Man,  1 ;  France,  1 ;  Upper  Canada,  1 ;  New  Brunswick,  1 :  to- 
tal, 74. 

Counties  from  which  those  now  in  prison  were  committed. — Rockingham,  17  ;  Hills- 
borough, 17;  Grafton,  12;  Strafford,  8;  Cheshire,  5;  Sullivan,  5;  Merrimack,  5; 
Coos,  3 ;  Belknap,  1 ;  Carroll,  1 :  total,  74. 

Employment  of  those  in  prison. — Blacksmiths,  21 ;  Hatters,  15  ;  Cabinetmakers,  15 ; 
shoemakers,  10 ;  cooks.  2 ;  lumpers,  2  ;  seamstresses.  2 ;  old  and  inlirm,  2 ;  hall 
•weeper,  1 ;  tailor  and  barber,  1 ;  washer,  1 ;  engineer,  1 ;  fireman,  1 :  total,  74. 

Crimes  of  those  imprisoned  for  life. — For  muttlcr,  4  ;  rape,  4 ;  arson,  1 ;  burglary, 
(third  term,)  1 :  total,  10. 

Recommitments. — Of  the  74  convicts  now  in  the  prison,  only  7  have  heretofore  been 
inmates  of  this  institution,  while  7  others  are  known  to  be  graduates  of  similar  institu- 
tions in  other  States.  Of  those  recommitted  to  this  prison,  only  one  is  a  third  comer, 
the  other  six  being  upon  their  second  term  of  service.  Of  86  convicts  discharged 
within  the  last  three  years,  but  a  single  individual  has  been  recommitted  here,  and  only 
one,  so  far  as  is  known  or  believed,  to  the  prison  of  any  other  State  or  country. 


Number  of  Convicts  in  prison^  committed,  discharged,  pardoned,  deceased,  and  escaped, 
in  each  year  since  the  establishment  of  the  institution,  in  1812. 

Year.        In     ColnIni^    Die-       Par-  Died.  Es- 
prisozL      ted.    charg'd.  doncd.  Cftp'd. 


Year. 


In    Commit-   Dis-       Par-   Died.    Et- 
prison.    ted.     charg'd.  doned.  cap'd. 


1812 

I 

1 

1813 

12 

11 

1814 

22 

14 

4 

1815 

23 

13 

5 

2 

1816 

48 

31 

5 

1 

1817 

59 

29 

13 

3 

1 

1818 

69 

26 

16 

1819 

62 

17 

20 

1 

1 

1820 

61 

18 

15 

2 

2 

1821 

65 

23 

15 

•  2 

2 

1822 

57 

16 

19 

2 

3 

1823 

66 

26 

11 

5 

1 

1824 

62 

19 

17 

5 

1 

1825 

66 

24 

13 

2 

1826 

59 

13 

15 

1 

1827 

48 

12 

14 

1828 

56 

20 

8 

1829 

50 

11 

9 

1 

o 


1830 

68 

31 

9 

4 

1831 

81 

24 

8 

3 

1832 

82 

19 

10 

6 

1 

1833 

81 

16 

8 

9 

1834 

79 

13 

4 

11 

1835 

78 

23 

6 

16, 

1836 

86 

21 

8 

4 

1 

1837 

72 

12 

15 

10 

1 

1838 

70 

5 

4 

3 

1839 

73 

30 

10 

15 

2 

1840 

78 

24 

4 

14 

1 

1841 

84 

28 

13 

7 

2 

1842 

92 

20 

9 

3 

1843 

99 

28 

17 

4 

1844 

89 

25 

19 

15 

1 

1845 

81 

14 

8 

12 

2 

1846 

74 

30 

12 

22 

1 

It  affords  me  the  highest  gratification  to  be  again  able  to  report  the  continued  and 
even  increased  prosperity  of  the  State  Priaon  daring  the  past  year,  peconiaiy,  as 
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Wt?ll  tts  m(»ral  and  physical.  There  have  been  nu  attempts  at  escape,  no  resistance  of 
ciflicer»,  aud  few  viulations  of  the  re^latiuiis  of  the  iustitutiuiis.  Great  good  feelinXf 
very  commeudable  attachment  to  order,  and  perseverance  iu  industry',  have  prevailed 
itmiiij^  the  convicts.  With  occasional  exceptions,  they  have  enjoyed  almost  uninter^ 
rapted  health.  This  continued  improved  health  of  the  convicts,  I  nttiibute  mainly  to 
lii^  effects  of  a  better  regulated  and  more  largely  vegetable  diet. 

The  experience  of  last  year  has  only  strengthened  and  confirmed  my  convictions  of 
the  practicability  and  succes.-*,  in  a  vast  majority  of  cases,  of  a  mild,  though  firm  and 
decided  system  of  jjovernment ;  one  that  regards  and  treats  the  convicts,  not  merely  ai 
harnrm  beings,  hut  as  men — degraded  and  vicious  it  may  be,  but  still  men — not  utterly 
depraved — not  lost  to  hope,  and  incapable  of  improvement  aud  reformation,  but  pos- 
ser^^iing  all  the  capacities,  susceptibilities,  affeclious,  and  ]>assions  of  the  race — with 
judirments  to  be  influenced  by  motives,  and  hearts  to  feel  and  appreciate,  and  disposi- 
tions to  acknowledge  and  reciprocate  just  and  kind  treatment.  Certain  I  am — if  the 
fe.salrs  of  experience  and  observation  can  be  spoken  of  with  certainty — that  three- 
fourtlis,  if  not  seven-eighths,  of  all  iho  convicts  that  h<ive  come  under  my  control,  are 
ii(»t  only  more  readily  governed  and  controlled,  but  far  more  etiectually  aud  thoroughly 
reformed  by  kindness  and  humanity,  than  they  could  be  by  any  system  of  severity,  or 
any  infliction  of  punishment.  Such  are  my  sincere  convictions;  and  I  have,  therefore, 
during  the  past  year,  as  heretofore,  labored  to  divest  the  government  of  the  prisoners 
of  everything  like  insolence,  arbitrary'  authority,  harshness,  or  cruelty — to  teach  them, 
by  example  ns  well  as  precept,  that  thoge  in  whose  charge  they  are  placed  are  their 
friends,  and  cherish  no  disposition  to  increase  needlessly  or  wantonly  the  hardships  of 
their  condition,  or  to  render  them  more  unhappy  than  coufinement  to  hard  labor  and 
reflections  upon  past  misconduct  may  make  them.  In  this  eflort,  I  have  hnd  the  coun- 
tenance and  assistance  of  the  officers  and  men  employed  about  the  prison,  and  the 
overseers  of  the  several  shops,  and  have  been  stron^ily  and  successfully  seconded  by 
the  unceasing  labors  and  vigilant  assiduity  of  the  chaplain,  to  whose  accompan3ring 
rej)orf.  exhibiting  more  fully  the  moral,  mental,  and  religious  condition  of  the  convicts, 
I  \v«)uld  particularly  solicit  the  attention  of  the  Legislature.  The  result  of  our  labors 
has  been  a  greater  degree  of  cheerfulness,  industi*y,  comfort,  and  happiness;  and  I  am 
confident  there  never  was  a  time  when  the  con\'icts  were  better  disposed,  more  dili- 
gent, orderly,  and  obedient,  than  now,  or  when  they  gave  more  certain  indications  of 
actual  and  permanent  reform. 

During  the  past  year,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Directors,  the  principle  of  reward- 
ing and  encouraging  good  conduct,  by  afl'ording  an  oj)portuuity,  through  extra  diligence 
and  fidelity,  for  accumulating  something  with  which  to  supply  their  most  immediate 
and  pres<iiup:  wants  upon  re-entering  society,  has  been  introduced  among  tlie  prisoners. 
From  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  services  of  the  convicts  being  leased  to  con- 
tractors, it  was  necessarily  left  to  their  employers  to  carrj'  this  principle  into  practice. 
They  bestowed  such  sums,  and  upon  such  prisoners,  as  they  thought  most  proper,  or 
most  conducive  to  their  own  interests.  In  one  of  the  shops,  from  what  I  cfeemed  an 
improper,  unequal,  aud  injudicious  disposition  of  the  rewards,  almost  exclusively  to  a 
few  01  the  more  skilful  prisoners,  in  apparent  disregard  of  the  most  strenuous  exertions 
and  untiring  industry  of  those  whose  servi<'.es  were  less  profitable,  dissatisfaction  ensued. 
I  immediately  investigated  the  facts,  aud  in  January  last  directjcnl  tlie  system  to  be  alto- 
gether abandoned  in  that  shop.  In  the  other  departments  of  the  prison,  it  has  been 
continued  more  or  less  generally  till  the  present  time,  and  with  very  encouraging 
success. 

That  the  convicts  have  been  industriously  and  almost  continuously  employed  during 
liie  year,  will  conclusively  appear  from  the  subjoined  statements  of  the  financial  opera- 
tions of  tlie  prison.  Notwitlistanding  a  very  considerable  advance  iu  the  prices  of^pro- 
yisious,  fuel,  and  some  other  articles  of  necessary  consumption,  over  those  of  last  year, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  aggregate  surplus  of  the  earnings  of  the  prisoners,  after  paying 
all  expenses,  is  $595  11. 

The  entire  roof  of  the  new  prisoV  has  been  slated.  A  new  fence  has  been  construct- 
ed on  the  north  wall  of  the  prison  yard.  A  new  steam-boiler,  with  the  necessary  ap- 
paratus, and  an  elevated  and  safe  iron  chimney,  have  been  procured.  The  whole  ex- 
f>ense  of  these  several  repairs  and  improvements  was  $1,563  22.  Towards  this  sum,  I 
I  have  received  from  the  State  Treasurer,  $1,291  08.  The  balance,  $277  14, 1  have 
tiikeu  from  the  curnings  of  the  institution  for  the  past  year. 

It  will  have  been  noticed  in  the  statement  of  the  number  of  convicts  now  remaininff 
ia  the  ppison,  that  two  females  are  included.  I  have  been  considerably  embarrassea 
in  disposing  of  these  prisoners,  from  the  want  of  suitable  apartments  for  their  accom- 
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For  the  want  of  better,  I  have,  under  the  advice  of  the  Directora,  preparad 
rooms  for  their  accommodation  in  the  attic  of  the  prison  house,  where  they  are  moit 
of  the  time  employed  in  sewing,  They  eat  in  the  house,  and  are  not  in  fact  confined 
at  all  within  the  walls  of  the  pnaon  itself.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  this  class  of  offenders 
may  not  multiply,  but  if  they  should  increase,  I  would  suggest  whether  it  might  not  be 
expedient  to  make  some  provision  for  their  suitable  accommodation  within  the  prison 
walls. 

Cash  Account. — Cash  on  hand  Maj  31, 1845,  $81  10;  cash  received  during  the  year, 
7,881  13 :  total,  7,962  23.  Cash  disbursements  for  the  year,  $7,442  26 ;  cash  on  hand. 
May  31,  1846,  519  97  :  total,  7,962  23. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures. — Received  from  smith  shop,  $2,074  92 ;  cabinet  shop, 
1,707  46;  shoe  shop,  1,051  33;  hat  shop,  1,297  74;  steam-engine,  203  82;  from  vis- 
itors, 108  92;  from  sale  of  manure,  20  00 ;  from'debt  of  £.  Townsend,  359  89 ;  caidi 
on  hand,  May  31,  1845,  81  10:  total,  $6,905  18. 

Expenditures. — Paid  for  clothing  and  bedding,  $619  38;  provisions,  etc.,  2,489  63; 
expenses,  salaries,  fuel,  oil,  etc.,  2,650  30 ;  repairs  and  improvements,  362  44 ;  interest, 
24  47  ;  for  excess  of  stock  now  more  than  at  close  of  last  year,  168  88  ;  due  from  Fish 
and  M'Dauiel,  secured  by  bond,  70  11 ;  cash  on  hand,  being  excess  of  receipts  over 
expenditures,  519  97  :  total,  $5,905  18. 

Repairs  ordered  by  Directors. — Paid  for  steam-boiler,  apparatus,  and  freight,  $778  00 : 
dating  roof  of  new  prison,  559  76 ;  building  new  fence  on  north  wall,  194  22  ;  chimney 
for  steam-ennne,  36  24 :  total,  $1,568  22.  Cash  received  from  State  Treasurer,  ia 
part  of  the  foregoing,  $1,291  08 ;  cash  taken  from  the  funds  of  prison,  277  14:  total, 
$1,568  22. 

SAMUEL  G.  BERRY,  Warden,  N.  H.  P. 


1846. — Physician's  Report. 

The  present  year  has  been  characterized  by  a  very  general  state  of  health  among 
the  convicts.  Colds,  casualties,  and  chronic  cases,  have  mamly  constituted  the  amount 
of  sickness  during  the  year.  We  have  had  but  little  fever,  or  severe  acute  disease  of 
any  kind,  consequently  have  not  often  had  occasion  to  open  the  hospital  for  the  recep- 
tion of  patients.  Ordinarily,  a  short  confinement  to  the  cell,  with  a  moderate  quantity 
of  medicine,  and  a  regulated  diet,  has  been  sufficient  to  effect  a  cure. 

On  the  26th  September,  after  a  severe  and  somewhat  protracted  suffering,  Watson 
Clay  died  of  a  tumor,  which  was  of  malignant  character,  and  consequently  of  fatal 
tendency. 

Jonathan  Nelson,  an  old  man  of  broken  constitution  and  infirm  health,  af^er  he  was 
sentenced  to  the  prison,  became  affected  with  dropsy  of  the  abdomen,  and  was  tapped ; 
but  the  water  again  accumulating  rapidly,  he  was  pardoned  by  the  Directors  on  account 
of  sickness.     I  understand  he  lived  but  nine  days  after  leaving  the  prison. 

E.  CARTER,  Physician. 

1846. -^—Chaplain's  Report. 

My  labors  as  a  moral  and  religious  teacher  among  the  convicts  have  been  regularly 
contmued  during  the  year.  Religious  worship  in  the  chapel  has  been  regularly  main- 
tained on  the  Sabbath.  Probably  but  few  assemblies  can  be  found  which  are  more 
attentive  to  the  exhibition  of  divine  truth,  or  manifest  a  greater  satisfactiun  in  attending 
religious  services. 

A  portion  of  the  Sabbath  has  been  devoted  to  personal  conversation  on  relijnous  sub- 
jects, a  portion  to  the  cultivation  of  sacred  music,  and  a  portion  to  the  distribution  of 
papers,  books,  and  religious  tracts. 

Each  convict  has  been  supplied  with  a  weekly  temperance  paper ;  and  as  many  of 
them  can  trace  their  misfortunes  to  the  use  of  the  intoxicating  cop,  it  is  believed  that 
this  has  afforded  a  profitable  course  of  reading. 

The  prison  library  has  been  increased  to  rising  of  four  hundred  volumes,  from  which 
each  convict,  who  wishes  it,  receives  a  book  once  in  two  weeks. 

Some  attention  has  been  given  to  the  less  informed  in  learning  them  to  read  and 
write.  All  who  are  capable  of  being  taught  are  able  to  read  comfortably  well ;  sevend 
have  attended  to  writing,  and  a  few  have  pursued  the  study  of  common  arithmetic  to 
advantage. 

Most  of  thofe  who  have  left  have  embraced  the  principles  of  total  abstinence  fitnn 
intoxicating  drinks. 
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It  afibrdd  no  kiuUI  degree  of  ■atis&ction'to  state,  that  of  eighty<«ix,  the  whole  nmnber 
wIk)  have  left  within  three  yearn,  only  two  have  been  rc-comniitted  to  this  or  any  odier 
prison.  A  few  are  known  to  have  xnade  a  public  profession  of  religion ;  and  a  harge 
proportion  are  settled  in  life,  and  pursuing  a  course  of  honest  industry. 

It  should  be  kept  in  remembrance  that  the  convict  is  our  fellow-man ;  a  member  of 
the  human  brotherhood  ;  possessing  a  mind  that  can  reflect,  and  a  heart  that  can  feel, 
and  a  soul  that  will  outlive  all  time  ;  and  though  fallen  and  guilty,  he  is  not  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  effort  and  the  ^ce  of  Grod. 

The  fact  that  nearly  all  now  incarcerated  within  our  prison  walls  are  to  so  forth  from 
their  confinement  to  mingle  with  socie^  at  no  very  distant  period,  demands  that  eveiy 
effort  should  be  made  to  draw  them  off  from  a  course  of  vice  and  crime,  and  restore 
them  to  the  walks  of  virtuous  life.  JOHN  ATWOOD,  Chaplain. 

The  following  letter  from  the  physician  of  the  New  Hampshire  State  Prison,  afforda 
MB  somo  new  and  highly  interesting  facts  in  regard  to  the  management  and  general 
government  of  that  prison : — 

Concord,  N.  H.,  October  19, 1846. 

Dkar  Sir  : — I  regret  that  the  pressure  of  professional  business  has  prevented  me 
from  giving  earlier  attention  to  your  favor,  which  was  duly  received. 

Our  prison  is  upon  the  solitary  plan,  so  far  as  meals  and  lodging  are  concerned,  one 
cell  serving  for  both  purposes,  for  one  convict  only.  They  are  7  feet  long,  3  1-6  feet 
wide,  and  6  1-2  feet  high,  ventilated  by  a  flue  4  inches  square,  extending  irom  the  top 
of  the  prison  to  each  cell,  and  also  more  or  less  from  the  windows  of  the  outer  prison, 
through  the  cell  doors^  which  are  grated  at  top.  The  inner  prison  is  composed  of  six 
divisions,  3  tiers  of  cells  on  each  side,  120  in  all,  and  20  in  each  tier — separated  on  all 
sides  from  the  stone  walls  of  the  outer  prison  by  a  broad  aisle  for  the  guard  and  other 
purposes,  the  whole  wanned  bj  close  or  box  stoves  and  long  funnels. 

The  number  of  insane  and  idiotic  in  this  prison  for  the  last  10  years  would  probably 
average  about  4,  and  these  in  the  proportion  of  about  3  insane  to  1  idiotic.  The  pres- 
ent number  of  convicts  is  71,  the  lowest  number  for  several  years.  Of  these,  one  per- 
haps may  be  classed  as  insane,  and  two  idiotic.  One  or  more  insane  was  discharged  not 
long  since,  and  ttco  removed  from  prison  to  the  Insane  Hospital  in  this  town,  under  aa- 
Aority  recently  vested  by  the  Legislature  in  the  governor  ana  council,  (who  are  ex  oS&ao 
directors  of  the  prison,)  to  transfer  such  prisoners  as  are  clearly  insane,  to  be  supported 
at  the  hospital  at  the  expense  of  the  State.  Under  our  laws,  no  person  known  to  be  in- 
sane can  be  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary— of  course  such  an  occurrence,  if  iiappening 
at  all,  would  be  accidental.  Of  the  causes  which  produce  insanity  after  confinement, 
masturbation  is  probably  the  most  prolific.  During  the  time  I  haa  charge  of  the  pris- 
on, from  1828  to  1846,  13  died.  Three  or  four  of  these  died  of  fever,  and  nearly  all 
the  rest  of  chronic  disease  of  various  kinds — two  of  a  malignant  character.  I  should 
think  about  as  many  have  died  in  prison  of  disease  of  the  lungs  as  of  fever,  and  a  few 
others  in  confirmed  phthisis  have  been  pardoned  on  account  of  sickness.  During  the  years 
1844  nud  '45,  we  had  an  unusual  amount  of  sicknest  generally,  and  fever  particularly; 
I  attribute  it,  to  a  considerable  extent,  to  an  increase  in  the  daily  rations.  Under  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Coolidge,  the  present  warden's  immediate  predecessor,  the  hoe 
and  cry  was  raised  that  the  discipline  was  too  strict,  and  the  rations  insufficient  To 
satisfy  myself  in  regard  to  the  latter  charge,  I  requested  the  deputy-warden  to  weigh 
the  daily  rations  of  one  convict.  He  did  so,  and  reported  it  at  1 1  poimds ;  consisting  of 
good  salted  beef,  bread  of  rye  and  Indian  meal,  potatoes.  Indian  mush,  and  molasses, 
etc.,  with  some  change  in  diet  occasionally.  Unoer  Mr.  Coolidge,  for  three  years,  (the 
term  of  his  administration,)  the  men  were  remarkably  healthy.  One  or  two  of  the 
years,  certainly,  not  a  case  of  fever,  and  but  little  other  sickness,  occurred.  One  year, 
m  particular,  I  had  no  occasion  to  open  the  hospital  during  the  endre  year ;  a  short 
confinement  to  the  cell,  with  some  medicine  and  appropriate  diet,  being  all  that  was 
needed.  The  present  warden,  upon  his  induction,  increased  materially  the  rations,  and 
adopted  the  slack  discipline.  During  his  first  two  years,  we  had  nearly  40  casM  of 
fever,  aud  other  sickness  in  proportion.  I  believea  the  men  eat  too  much.  Many  of 
these  men  will  eat  all  that  is  set  before  them,  even  were  it  enough  for  three  men.  I 
have  no  doubt  many  convicts  would  live  longer,  and  enjoy  better  health  ta  prison  than 
mti.  Many  come  to  this  prison  with  constitutions  more  or  less  impaired,  and  health 
greatly  deranged,  the  consequence  of  intemperate  or  irregular  habits,  and  various 
Yieions  indulgences,  who,  in  time,  become  well  men,  and  are  so  discharged  at  the  ez- 
pinitioB  of  their  sentence.    Abont  half  who  have  died  in  prison  were  invalids  on  enter 
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ing,  the  otber  half  apparontly  in  good  health:  Two,  I  recoUeet,  leeiiied  to  die  of  a  Mit 
otDome'Sicknen  or  mental  aejection ;  at  least  that  appeared  to  be  the  primary  oapn 
of  aickneiB  and  death.  And  in  one  of  these  cases,  even  a  post  mortem  exanunatioii 
disclosed  no  adequate  cause  of  death. 

The  warden  says  he  cannot,  without  much  time  and  labor,  and  even  then  not  with 
entire  accuracy,  make  out  the  highest  and  lowest  number  in  prison  during  each  year 
aince  1820.  You  can  approximate  the  average  by  taking  the  mean  number  of  each  two 
successive  years,  as  given  in  the  warden's  reports.  That,  for  instance,  would  ^ve  77^ 
as  the  average  for  1846.  As  appears  by  his  report  for  1846,  (in  which  he  gives  the 
highest  and  lowest  number  in  prison  at  any  time  during  the  year,)  the  average  number 
is  78.  \vi  former  reports,  the  highest  and  lowest  number  during  the  year  has  not  been 
given.  I  have  now,  I  believe,' answered  all  your  inquiries,  so  far  as  in  my  power.  I 
regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  it  sor>ner.  An  unusual  pressure  of  professional 
business  must  plead  my  excuse.  If  I  can  aid  you  farther  in  the  subject  of  your  inves- 
tigations, you  will  please  command  my  services. 

With  great  regard,  yours,  etc.. 

E.  CARTER. 


Synopsis  of  the  Reports  of  the  Vermont  State  Prison,  for  the  years 

1843,  1844,  1845,  1846. 

1843. — Superintendent's  Report. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  State  Prison  respectfully  submits  the  following  report : — 

On  the  first  of  October,  1842,  the  number  of  convicts  in  the  prison  was  73;  received 
during  the  year,  2.3  :  total,  96.  Discharged  during  the  year  by  expiration  of  sentence, 
18 ;  pardoned,  1 ;  died,  1 ;  escaped,  1 ;  discharged  by  the  Governor,  8;  taken  for  new 
trial  oy  order  of  court,  and  returned  on  new  sentence,  2  :  total,  31 ;  leaving  in  prison, 
October  1,  1843.  65. 

Their  present  employment  and  condition  are  as  follows : — 30  in  the  shoe  shop,  2  in 
the  blacksmith's  shop,  1  in  the  gun  shop,  7  carriage  making.  3  basket  making,  2  in  the 
cook  room,  1  tailor,  1   painter,  1   cooper,  1  washer,  1  wood  sawyer,  1  yard  waiter,  1 
prison  waiter,  1  hospital  waiter,  2  lumpers,  3  in  cells  unable  to  labor,  6  sick  in  hospital 
and  1  in  solitary  confinement  under  sentence  of  death  :  total,  65. 

The  conduct  of  the  convicts  generally  has  been  good,  rendering  frequent  and  severe 
punishment  unnecessary  to  enforce  obedience  and  establish  good  disciplint^.  The  mode 
of  punishment,  however,  has  been  varied,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence  and 
the  disposition  of  the  off*ender,  as  in  my  humble  judgment  would  beat  eff*ect  his  reform- 
ation. In  pursuance  of  this  object,  t  have  erected  an  apparatus  to  punish  with  cold 
water,  on  the  plan  of  the  Auburn  prison,  which  has  exerted  a  very  salutary  iufluence  in 
subduing  the  refractory,  saving  time  and  the  loss  of  health,  caused  by  the  foiiner  mode 
of  solitary  confinement. 

The  old  wooden  bedsteads  in  the  cells  were  found  to  contain  numerous  insects,  which 
infect  such  places  not  usually  well  cleansed,  and  notwithstanding  the  commonly  used 
means  were  resorted  to  to  desti*oy  them,  in  a  few  weeks  after,  such  immense  numbers 
were  again  found,  as  to  be  swept  up  by  kandsfuU.  In  order,  therefore,  to  make  a  clean 
sweep,  I  removed  the  wooden  bedsteads,  and  substituted  others  of  iron  in  their  placea. 

The  convicts  able  to  work,  \vilh  few  exceptions,  have  been  in  the  employment  of  the 
State,  manufacturing  such  articles  only  as  could  bo  done  by  the  convicts  themsclve% 
and  such  as  could  find  a  ready  market  in  exchange  for  the  produce  of  the  country. 

The  tannery  is  of  little  t>r  no  value  in  connection  with  the  prison.  I  succeeded  in 
renting  it  the  past  year  for  fifty  dollars,  but  the  lessee  has  abandoned  the  occupation  of 
it  for  tne  want  of  water ;  and  could  this  evil  be  surmounted,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
could  not  be  carried  on  by  convict  labor  successfully,  situated  as  it  is  out  of  the  walls 
of  the  prison. 

In  comparing  this  report  with  the  reports  of  the  prison  for  several  of  the  last  preceding 
years,  a  greater  pecuniary  loss  will  appear  to  be  sustained  in  the  management  of  the 
prison  this  year ;  while  the  fact  is  otherwise.  During  the  last  five  years  preceding 
my  appointment,  there  has  been,  by  appropriations  of  the  State  and  drawn  from  the 
Treasury,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousana  nine  hundred  and  uinety-ono  dollars  and 
sixty -five  cents,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  prison  in  those  years ;  me  average  being 
more  than  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum ;  still  leaving  a  balance  pf  the  debts  ihaa 


VERMONT   STATE    PRISON.  158 

eontncted  and  yet  nnpaid,  uf  more  than  three  thonsand  doUan ;  and  no  port  of  said  ap- 
propriations has  been  applied  to  the  expenses  of  the  present  year.  Some  may  suppose 
Aat  the  income  of  the  present  year  is  less,  and  the  expenses  more,  than  has  been  abso- 
lately  necessary ;  yet  I  am  confident  no  reasonable  foundation  exists  for  such  an  opinion, 
and  will  appear  so,  on  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  many  of  the  most  enective 
and  profitable  convicts  have  been  discharged  during  the  year ;  several  others  were  re- 
ceived incapable  of  earning  their  food  and  clothing.  The  sickness  already  alluded  to, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  small  number  of  laboring  convicts,  while  the  same  num- 
ber of  officers  and  more  fuel  and  lights  were  of  necessity  required,  these  and  other 
bke  causes  have  unavoidably  operated  to  reduce  the  income,  and  conse£|uently  leave 
the  expenses  of  the  prison  about  the  same  as  in  other  years. 

CHIPMA'N  SWAIN,  Sup't  V.  S.  Prison. 

Property. — Finished  work,  stock  and  tools  in  carriage  shop,  $3,360  75 ;  ditto  in  gun 
shop,  1,275  37;  ditto  in  shoe  shop,  7,663  90;  furniture,  fire  and  steam-engines,  and 
sundry  articles  of  personal  property  under  the  head  of  "Prison,"  1.711  GO;  clothing 
and  bedding  on  hand,  582  42 ;  fuel  and  lights  on  hand,  346  49 ;  provisions  on  hand, 
780  08;  timber,  boards,  etc.,  for  repairs,  25  00;  cash  on  hand,  22  44;  notes  receiva- 
ble, 1 .866  90 ;  balances  due  on  book  accounts  and  contracts,  8,895  78 :  total, 
$20,430  13. 

Liabilities. — Notes  payable,  $7,026  73 ;  sundry  credits  on  book,  6,878  35 :  total, 
$13,905  08. 

Expenditures  for  the  year  ending  Oct  1,  1843. — For  provisions.  $2,254  35;  Clothing 
and  bedding,  258  00 ;  repairs,  16  07 ;  fuel  and  lights,  568  52 ;  expense  account, 
3,663  45:  total,  $6,760  39. 

Income  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1843. — From  carriage  shop,  $744  64  ;  gun  shop, 
82  87;  shoe  shop,  1,904  14;  prison  account,  201  71 ;  admittance  fees,  146  25;  con- 
tract account,  930  63;  tannery  account,  12  50;  balance,  being  loss,  2,737  65:  total, 
$6,700  39. 


1843. — Chaplain's  Report. 

Since  the  first  of  December,  1842,  when  my  duties  as  Chaplain  of  the  State  Prison 
commenced,  the  usual  religious  services,  daily,  and  on  the  Sabbath,  have  been  regularly 
maintained. 

The  services  on  the  Sabbath  have  usually  been  those  common  in  our  churches,  ex- 
cept that  in  most  cases,  instead  of  a  sermon  in  the  morning,  an  expository  lecture  has 
been  substituted,  at  the  close  of  which  the  prisoners  have  been  encouraged  to  make 
inquiries  relating  to  the  chapter  or  passage  under  consideration. 

The  prisoners  have  also  been  visited  from  cell  to  cell,  in  sickness  and  in  health,  as 
circumstances  seemed  to  require ;  and  a  considerable  number  of  them  have  been  under 
a  regular  course  of  instruction  in  reading. 

That  the  services  of  the  Sabbath  may  proceed  in  a  becoming  and  impressive  maimer, 
it  is  necessary  that  a  choir  of  prisoners  should  be  able  to  sing  in  such  a  manner  as  at 
least  not  to  disturb  religious  feeling  and  serious  attention.  Mesisures  were  therefore 
taken  at  once,  and  have  oeen  regularly  pursued,  to  instruct  and  discipline  a  choir.  Such 
of  the  prisoners  as  gave  promise  of  denviug  advantage  from  it  have  been  put  under  a 
reffular  course  of  instruction  in  the  principles  of  vocal  music,  with  suitable  exercises. 
It  nas  been  an  object  to  make  the  instruction  thorough,  and  to  cultivate  such  habits  of 
accurate  thought  and  correctness  in  execution  as  can  hardly  prevail  in  regard  to  any 
employment  without  a  salutary  influence  npon  the  general  character.  This  important 
object,  it  was  found,  could  be  secured  witnout  interference  with  the  business  or  disci- 
pline of  the  prison.  The  members  of  the  choir  have  been  interested  in  the  study ;  and 
tile  result,  as  seen  in  our  Sabbath  services,  is  decidedly  happy. 

The  number  of  inmates  in  the  prison  is  rapidly  diminishing.  Other  causes  may  have 
influence  in  producing  this  result,  but  it  must  be  attributed  mainly  to  the  diminution 
of  crime  among  us.  While  our  population  is  increasing,  the  number  of  convicts,  instead 
of  keeping  pace  with  it,  diminishes;  showing  a  greater  actual  dimination'than  a  mere 
comparison  of  the  annual  State  Prison  returns  would  su|jge8t. 

Another  noticeable  fact  is,  that  of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners,  only  about  one-third 
are  natives  of  this  State ;  and  that  the  number  of  foreigners — natives  of  Canada,  Eng- 
land, and  Ireland-^is  greater  than  that  of  those  born  among  us.  This  fact  shows  that 
the  number  of  convicts  under  our  laws  does  not  do  the  State  justice  as  an  indei^  of  the 
character  of  our  population  and  the  tendency  of  our  institutions.     The  number  of  per 
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tons  of  foreign  btrtfa  among  us  is  comparatively  very  small ;  and  yet  that  small  nomber 
famishes  one-third  of  the  convicts. 

Facts  warrant  the  belief,  that  but  for  intemperate  drinking,  one-third,  at  least,  of  the 
present  inmates  of  the  prison,  might  have  been  saved  from  the  paths  of  crime  and  wo ; 
and  we  are  strongly  admonished  of  the  impolicy,  to  use  no  stronger  term,  of  giving  the 
sanction  of  our  civil  or  judicial  authorities,  m  any  form  or  in  the  least  degree,  to  a  traflic 
like  that  in  ardent  spirits  as  a  beverage. 

E.  C.  TRACY,  Chaplain. 

1843. — Physician's  Report. 

The  only  death  that  has  occurred  among  the  convicts  within  the  past  year,  is 
Wheeler,  an  old  mau,  who  suffered  for  several  mouths  with  chronic  broncnitis. 

The  whole  amount  of  sickness  has  been  much  greater  this  year  than  for  several  of 
tile  preceding  years.  The  hospital,  which  had  been  closed  for  many  months,  was 
opened  very  early  in  the  winter,  and  has  remained  so  nearly  all  the  time  since.  We 
luive  generally  had  from  four  to  six  patients  all  the  time.  lu  the  early  part  of  the 
summer,  more  than  half  the  convicts  were  under  treatment  fur  intli^enza,  and  nearly  the 
whole  force  of  the  prison  was  engaged  in  taking  care  of  the  sick. 

This  most  singular  outbreak  of  sickness  was  neariy  coincident,  in  pouit  of  time,  with 
a  similar  occurrence  in  the  Ohio  State  Penitentiary*  Although  several  of  the  convicts 
were  in  a  dangerous  situation,  yet  none  of  them  died.  Some  of  them,  however,  hare 
not  yet  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  disease. 

Peter  La  Force  and  Irwin  are  both  of  them  likely  to  remain  invalids.  Peter  is  im- 
able  to  work  at  all,  and  is  the  subject  of  convulsions.  Irwin,  although  in  the  shop,  is 
becoming  more  and  more  feeble,  and  will  not  be  able  to  do  much  more  labor.  He 
would  probably  be  much  improved  in  health  if  he  could  be  returned  a^|ain  to  the  world. 
Peter,  too,  would  be  more  likely  to  recover  if  released.  He  is  becommg  childish,  and, 
upon  the  whole,  would  be  better  under  the  care  of  his  natural  friends  than  here.  His 
mind  is  evidently  becoming  affected  by  disease. 

Fox  may  also  be  returned  as  a  permanent  invalid ;  he  is  loaded  down  vrith  disease. 
Varicose  ulcers  of  the  leg,  fistula  in  ano,  and  chronic  disease  of  the  lungs,  will  be  his 
companions  for  life,  and  in  their  deadly  embrace  he  must  sooner  or  lati^r  sink.  He 
wishes  much  to  go  free,  and  doubtless  is  as  deserving  of  executive  clemency  as  any 
invalid  here.  ^ 

The  want  of  a  eood  hospital  has  been  felt  this  season  very  severely.  The  patients 
have  been  well  taken  care  of  as  it  now  is,  but  we  are  compelled  in  case  of  sickness 
to  draw  off  the  most  efficient  hands  in  the  prison  to  take  care  of  the  sick.  Were  the 
hoapital  within  the  walls  of  the  new  prison  it  would  be  otherwise,  and  would  be  carried 
on  with  much  less  expense. 

ED.  E.  PHELPS,  M.  D  ,  Physician,  Vt  8.  Prison. 


1844. — Superintendent's  Report. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  in  the  prison  65  convicts,  and  30 
have  been  received  during  the  year,  making  95.  Of  these  there  have  been  discharged 
by  expiration  of  sentence,  16  ;  by  Governor,  11 ;  and  by  death,  1 ;  making  28 ;  leav- 
ing in  confinement,  September  1st,  1844,  67. 

Their  present  employment  is  as  follows: — In  shoe  shop — shoemakers,  36;  cut- 
ters, 2 ;  curriers,  2 ;  in  carriage  shop — wood  work,  8 ;  blacksmith,  3  ;  painter,  1 ; 
trimmer,  1 ;  cooper,  1 ;  basketmaker,  1 ;  tailor,  1 ;  in  gun  shop,  1 ;  cook  room,  2 ; 
washer,  1 ;  yard  waiter,  1 ;  prison  waiter,  1 ;  lumpers,  2 ;  female  seamstress,  1 ;  1  in- 
valid, blind ;  and  1  in  solitary  confinement  under  sentence  of  death :  total  67. 

The  following  tables  will  exhibit  the  age,  color,  number  of  convictions,  nativity,  year 
received  in  prison,  crimes,  terms  of  sentence  and  counties  from  which  they  were  sent. 

Age  when,  received  in  Priwn.—From  15  to  20,  7  ;  20  to  30,  29 ;  30  to  40,  17  ;  40  to 
50,  6  ;  50  to  60,  7  ;  70  to  80,  1 :  total  67. 

Number  of  Convictions. — For  1st  sentence,  51 ;  for  2nd,  9 ;  for  3rd,  4 ;  for  4th,  3 :  to- 
tal ^7. 

Color. — White  male,  63  ;  white  females,  1 ;  black  males,  3 :  total  67. 

Years  in  which  Reeeived.—Jn  1QS7 ,  1;  1839,2;  1840,3;  18ll,8;  1842,15;  1843, 
14;  1844,24:  total  67. 
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'  Ploice  of  iViitfMljf.— Vermoot,  31 ;  IdaMaohmatts,  8 ;  En^^aod,  4;  New-York,  S; 
Canada,  7 ;  Qao^giia,  1 ;  New  Hampshire,  4 ;  Ireland,  4 ;  Coimecticat,  3 ;  France,  1 ; 
8oath  CardUna,  1 :  total  67. 

Crtmet.— Rape,  2 ;  marder,  2 ;  hone  stealing,  5 ;  auanlt  to  kill,  2 ;  bargUuy,  8 ;  ar- 
son, 2 ;  manslaughter,  2 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 ;  forgery,  6 ;  theft,  13 ;  couuterfeit- 
ing,  5  ;  adultery,  3 :  stealing,  3  ;  larceny,  8 ;  obtaining  goods  by  false  preteuces,  2 ; 
incest.  1;  polygamy,  2:  total  67. 

Number  received  from  each  County: — Windsor,  11 ;  Caledonia,  4  ;  Washington,  5 ; 
Chittenden,  3  ;  Franklin,  6 ;  Addison,  5  *,  Rutland,  18 ;  Bennington,  5 ;  Orleans.  8 ; 
X«moille,  2 :  total  67. 

Terms  of  Sentence, — For  life,  1 ;  under  sentence  of  death,  1 ;  for  15  years,  1 ;  for 
10,2;  for7,4;  for6,4;  for  5,8;  for  4,  12  ;  for  3,  19  ;  for  2,  6;  for  IJ,  1 ;  for  1,7; 
lor  6  months,  1 :  total  67. 

The  excess  of  the  expenditures  over  the  income  of  the  prison,  or  in  other  v\rords,  its 
net  cost  to  the  State,  is  not  so  large  as  it  was  last  year  by  about  nine  hundred  dollars. 
And  this  excess  would  have  appeared  still  less,  but  for  the  lower  appraisal  of  the  steam- 
engine  and  some  other  articles  that  might  be  mentioned,  and  the  smaller  amount  re- 
ceived from  visitoni. 

The  balance  of  expenses  this  year  over  the  income,  is  not  half  y  large  as  its  aver- 
au^e  annual  cost  to  the  State  from  the  first  And  this  gratifying  result,  it  should  be  no- 
ticed, has  been  obtained  with  an  average  number  of  convicts  less  than  that  of  any  pro- 
tons year,  while  the  expenses  for  fuel,  lights,  pay  of  officers,  etc.,  are  about  the  same 
that  Uiey  would  be  were  the  prison  full. 

The  business  of  the  carriage  shop  has  been  somewhat  increased  durin?  the  year ;  and 
the  Director's  Report  shows  that  its  profits  have  been  greater  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
l>er  of  men  employed,  than  those  of  the  other  shops.  But  the  business  in  that  shop 
cannot  be  much  extended. 

Id  regard  to  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  we  have  aimed  to  have  it  energetic  and 
^prompt,  and  yet  to  avoid  every  thing  like  cruelty.  By  endeavoring  to  secure  conform- 
"Mtf  to  the  rules,  by  appeals  to  the  reason  and  judgment  rather  than  by  force,  punish- 
:Bients  have  been  rendered  very  seldom  necessary. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  existing  law  in  regard  to  punishment  for  murder,  a  new 
«lass  of  convicts  has  been  added  to  those  already  in  confinement  in  the  State  Prison ; 
«nd  the  introduction  of  this  new  class  causes  embarrassments  not  heretofore  existing. 
Solitary  confinement  for  months  and  years  requires  a  differently  arranged  estabUsh- 
jnent  from  what  we  now.  have. 

CHIPMAN  SWAIN.  Superintendent. 

Property. — Finished  work,  stock  and  tools  in  carriage  shop,  $3,776  29 ;  ditto  in 
«hee  shop,  7,913  57  ;  ditto  in  jnm  shop,  1,062  12 ;  clothing  and  bedding  on  baud,  675  39; 
ibel  and  lishts  on  hand,  460  00 ;  tumiture,  steam-engine,  fire-engme,  and  personal 
property  under  the  head  of  "  Prison,"  1,343  63 ;  timber,  boards,  etc.,  for  repairs,  27  00 ; 
:meaicines  and  furniture  belonging  to  the  medical  department,  84  50 ;  cash  on  hand, 
1295  78.  BUU  Receivable. — Notes  receivable,  2.484  11;  balance  due  on  book  ac- 
count 9,205  96 :  total  11,690  07  ;  grand  total  27,328  35.  Liabilities.— ^oXjga  payable, 
412,971  91 ;  sundry  credits  on  book,  5,938  91 :  total  $18,910  82. 


Expenditures  and  Income  for  the  Year  ending  Sept.  1,  1843. 

Expenditures. — For  provisions,  $1,658  44;  clothing  and  bedding,  540  07;  repairs, 

187  70 ;  fuel  and  light,  699  03  :  prison  department,  589  48 ;  medical  account,  38  89 ; 

expense  account,  3,190,18 :  total  6,903,79.     Income. -r-From  carriage  shop,  $1,970,14 ; 

«hoe  shop,  2,802  66 ;  admittance  fees,  99  50 :   gun  shop,  43  97 ;  contract  accomit, 

4120  34;  balance— being  less,  1,867  15:  total  $6,903  79. 

1844. — Physician's  Report. 

The  physician  of  this  institution  in  reporting  upon  its  medical  affidrt,  would  mention 
ai  a  pre-eminent  thing,  the  construction  of  a  new  hospital  room ;  and  one,  which  now 
'aneets  the  wants  of  the  establishment. 

The  want  of  a  convenient  and  safe  place  to  put  the  sick  has  long  been  felt ;  but  we 
'3nay  now,  I  think,  give  them  as  good  accommodations  as  is  obtained  in  many  hospitals 
^iiconnected  with  a  penitentiary. 
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Within  the  last  yev  a  single  death  has  occurred  amonff  the  convicts ;  and  that  000 
was  Bidl,  under  sentence  of  coufinemeut  for  life.  He  died  of  influenza  early  in  tha 
winter.  About  the  same  time  a  few  cases  of  endemic  erysipelas  occurred,  but  iinoe 
that  time  we  have  had  nothing  but  cummon  cases  of  disease.  There  are  no  invalids 
that  need  any  particular  notice  from  me  at  this  time. 

ED.  E.  THELPS,  M.  D. 


1844. — Chaplain's  Report. 

My  labors  in  the  State  Prison  commenced  the  first  of  December,  A.  D.  1843.  Since 
that  time  I  have  attended  prayers  with  the  convicts  at  the  close  of  each  day,  (with  few 
exceptions,)  jind  performed  the  religious  services,  common  in  our  churches  on  the  Sab- 
bath. I  have  also  visited  them  from  time  to  time,  at  their  cells  and  elsewhere,  in  sick- 
ness and  in  health,  as  occasion  has  required. 

The  afternoon  of  the  day  of  our  annual  state  fast  was  devoted  to  conference  on  the 
subject  of  temperance.     A  number  spoke  with  much  feeling  in  regard  to  their  presents 
degradation  as  connected  with  intemperance,  and  I  should  think  two-thirds  of  the  whole- 
number  of  convicts  gave  their  names  to  the  pledge  of  total  abstinence  from  all  intoxi- 
cating drinks.        * 

The  place  where  we  assemble  for  worship  is  not  the  most  agreeable.     It  has  all  ther 
gloom  and  dread  appearance  of  a  prison,  ana  for  the  purpose  of  confinement  it  is  well, 
but  when  we  meet  to  worship  God.  it  is  desirable  that  the  place  where  wo  assemble 
should  present  a  more  cheerful  aspect. 

THOMAS  KIDDER,  Chaplain. 


1845. — Superintendent's  Report. 


The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  September  1,  1844,  67  ;  recerred. 
into  the  prison  during  the  year,  26  :  total,  93. 

Discharged  from  prison  during  the  year  ending  August  1,  184.5,  by  expiration  of  sen- 
tence, 13  ;  by  remission  of  sentence,  12  :  total,  25. 

Remaining  in  prison,  August  31,  1845,  68. 

Counties  from  which  sent. — Windsor,  1 1 ;  Rutland,  13 ;  Caledonia,  1 ;  Cfaittenden^r 
13;  Orleans,  10;  Franklin,  4;  Addison,  6;  Orange,  2;  Washington,  2 ;  Bennington,  4  s 
Lamoille,  2 :  total,  68. 

Place  of  NcUivity. — Vermont,  38  ;    Massachusetts,  5 ;    New  York,  4 ;    New  Hamp^ 
shire,  2 ;  Ireland,  5 ;  Canadas,  7  ;  Connecticut,  4 ;  France,  1 ;  England,  1 ;  Scotland,  1 : 
total,  68. 

Terms  of  Sentence. — For  life,  1 ;  under  sentence  of  death,  1 ;  for  10  vears.  2 ;  for  9, 
2;  for  13,1;  for7,3;  for  6,  3  ;  for  5,8;  for  3,  21 ;  for  4,  10;  for  2,"^  10:  for  1^.  1; 
for  1,  6:  total,  68. 

Ages.—Yrom  16  to  20,  11 ;  21  to  30,  27  ;  30  to  40,  16;  40  to  50,  7 ;  50  to  60,  5 ;  69 
to  70.  1 ;  70  to  80,  1 :  total,  68. 

Crimea. — Theft,  14  ;  horse  stealing,  7;  burglary,  K);  forgery,  6;  arson,  3  ;  polyga- 
my, 2 ;  counterfeiting,  6 ;  larceny,  8  ;  assault  with  mtent  to  kill,  3 ;  rape,  2  ;  murder,  2 ; 
obtaining  goods  by  false  pretences,  2 ;  impeding  officer,  I ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 : 
total,  68. 

Insane,  2 ;  invalid,  1 ;  old  and  infirm,  1 ;  solitary  confinement,  1 :  total,  5. 

Recommitmkents. — Second  sentence,  10;  third  do.,  3;  fourth  do.,  3. 

Employment. — Shoe  department,  36 ;  carriage  department,  19;  tailor,  1;  cooka,S; 
washer,  1 ;  lumpers,  2 ;  prison  waiter,  1 ;  messenger,  1 :  total,  63. 

The  largest  number  of  convicts  in  prison  at  any  one  time  during  the  year  past,  was 
75,  and  the  smallest  number  64.  The  average  number  has  been  about  the  Mtme  as  at 
present — 68. 

The  earnings  of  the  prison  the  year  past  have  been  much  larger  than  in  either  of  the 
last  preceding  years ;  and  the  expenses,  also,  have  been  larger  on  account  of  the  higher 
prices  of  provisions,  especially  com  and  potatoes,  which  are  always  heavy  items  in  pro- 
vision account. 

In  the  appraisal  of  the  prison  property,  the  valuation  in  the  aggregate  has  been  con 
siderably  reduced  from  that  of  the  last  appraisal.     A  comparison  of  the  actual  ontlay 
for  the  support  of  the  estabhshmcnt  for  the  last  current  year  with  the  proceeds  of  the 
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9  Tatr,  win  show  the  difference  between  the  two  accounta  to  be  some  handreds 
of  douara  leu  than  in  the  year  1844,  and  in  thifl  respect  the  operations  of  the  prison  for 
Am  year  now  ended,  have  been  much  more  gainful  than  in  either  of  the  two  years  that 
preciBded  it. 

Considering  the  disadvantages  this  prison  labors  under,  of  remoteness  from  max^et, 
the  expense  of  transpfirtatiou,  charges  of  commission  on  sales  abroad,  and  the  nar- 
row limits  as  to  the  Kind  of  profitable  employment  the  convicts  con  be  put  to ;  and 
concidenng  also  the  great  diminution  in  nilmber  of  the  convicts  from  what  it  was  in 
fcrmer  years,  while  the  expenses  must  continue  substantially  the  same,  except  clothing 
■nd  provisions — it  will  be  found,  I  believe,  that  this  establishment  is  sustained  more 
cheaply  than  the  average  of  like  institutions  in  the  United  States.  The  superintendent 
filled  to  obtain  a  contract  for  making  brogans  at  10  cents  per  pair. 

CHIPMAM  SWAIN,  Superintendent 

1845. — Directors'  Report. 

^o  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  : — 

Having  recently  made  a  farther  and  full  examination  of  all  the  business  of  the  prison, 
^ire  are  fully  of  the  opinion,  that  a  contract  might  be  made  for  the  labor  of  the  convicts 
Kir  a  number  of  years,  which  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  State,  and  not  be  in- 
jmrions  to  the  gf)vemment  and  discipline  of  the  prison.  The  Directors  have  recently 
■eceivc^l  an  application  for  terms  of  a  contract  for  five  years,  in  which  eucuurageqient 
^MTtf  given  that  the  State  should  be  indemnified  from  all  expenses  of  the  convicts,  but 
whs  Directors  have  no  authority  by  law  to  contract  for  more  than  three  years. 

ABNER  FIKLD,  ) 

JOHN  PORTER.  VDirecfors. 

WILLIAM  SANBORN,  > 

Property. — Finished  work,  stock  in  carriage  shop,  $4,492  16 ;  in  shoe  shop,  13,971  46 ; 
5n  gun  shop.  405  12 ;  clothing  and  bedding  on  hand,  633  63;  fuel  and  light  on  hand, 
315  08 ;  furniture,  personal  property  under  the  head  of  **  Prison,"  790  27  ;  medicines, 
•tc.,  belonging  to  medical  department,  152  43. 

Bills  receivable. — Notes  receivable,  $3,599  68  ;  from  which  deduct  notes  not  collect- 
■ible,  1,612  24,  doubtful,  242  94;  1,744  50:  balance  due  on  book,  9.044  39:  from 
^which  deduct  accounts  not  collectable.  718  46,  doubtful,  852  81;  7,473  12:  to- 
"Mtl,  property  and  bills  receivable,  $29,977  77. 

lAobililies. — Notes  payable,  $20,216  74;  sundry  credits  on  book;  8,865  94:  t(»- 
mal,  $29,082  68. 

1945. — Physician's  Report. 

The  medical  affairs  of  the  prison  present  during  the  past  year  nothing  new  or  worthy 
^  general  notice ;  some  individual  cases,  however,  re<]uire  special  consideration.  I 
■lUude  to  those  of  Clifford,  Lambert,  and  Frost.  In  my  own  mind,  there  is  little,  if 
^nr,  doubt  that  all  these  are  insane.. 

If  insane  State  con\ncts  are  within  the  pale  of  humanity,  some  provision  should  bo 
snade  for  better  treatment  than  can  here  be  practiced,  under  our  present  arrangement. 
£at  if  our  lawgivers  consider  them  judicially  excluded  from  any  more  humane  usage, 
than  constant  confinement  to  the  narrow  limits  of  the  cells  of  a  prison  like  ours,  no  mr- 
ther  action  on  the  subject  will  be  required.  The  effect  of  these  lunatics  upon  the  dis- 
cnpline  of  the  prison,  requires  no  remark  from  the  medical  officer;  but  I  nave  to  say 
tttU  the  interrupted  rest,  and  consequenUy  the  health,  of  the  other  convicts,  calla  loudly 
ftr  a  removal  of  them,  who  seem  to  rest  not  day  nor  night. 

Perhaps  it  ought  generally  to  be  understood  by  our  citizens,  that  confinement  to  labor 
u  not  all  the  punishment  that  is  included  in  commitment  to  the  penitentiary ;  but  that 
whether  rest  is  obtained  here  by  convicts  must  depend  upon  the  coincident  silence  of 
*BTeral  lunatics. 

ED.  E.  PHELPS,  M.D. 


1845. — Chaplain's  Report. 

-An  impression  has  obtained  to  some  extent  among  convicti  that  their  character  ii 
*^   that  there  is  little  or  no  hope  of  their  rising  again  to  req>ectBbility.    To  eradicate 
impression,  I  have  pointed  them  to  individiwlay  who,  by  their  indostry  and  correct 
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habits,  have  become  I'espectable  and  worthy  citizens.  I  have  aho  asanred  them  that 
the  foundation  of  such  anticipations  may  be  laid  here ;  that  there  is  no  situation  in 
which  they  can  ever  be  placed,  where  cnaracter  is  more  highly  appreciated,  or  where 
it  can  be  made  more  available  to  their  own  personal  benefit,  than  m  their  prMent  sitoa 
tion. 

THOMAS  KIDDER,  Chaplam. 


1 846 . — Superintendent's  Report. 


On  the  Ist  Dec.  last,  when  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  oflSce.  the  boainc 
dition  of  the  prison  was  as  follows : 

Property  appraised  connected  witli  shoe  shop,  $14,247  84;  with  carriage  shop,  3.941 
81;  with  prison  department,  1,301  55  ;  with  clothing.  312  83;  with  provision,  501  79; 
wi^  fuel  and  light,  103  30  ;  with  medical,  82  22.  Leaving  a  probable  available  som. 
from  accounts  receivable  of  6.931  47.  Amount  of  liabilities,  Dec.  1,  1845,  33,632  57; 
deduct  assets,  29,277  G2  ;  showing  an  indebtedness  of  the  institution,  exclusive  of  iD* 
terest,  over  amount  of  assets,  of  4,854  95.  The  business  affairs  of  the  prison  as  exhib* 
ited  by  appraisal  and  inventory  of  Directors  in  Sept.  1,  1846,  leave  the  institation  in- 
debtee!,  exclusive  of  interest,  over  assets,  only  $222,52. 

The  unfortunate  result  in  the  business  of  the  shoe  shop,  is  in  a  measure«ccounted  for 
by  the  loss  on  brogans  sold  in  Boston,  and  the  deficiency  in  leather,  appraised  in  Dec. 
last,  which  was  then  in  the  tanneries.  Had  not  these  losses  occurred,  the  ordinary  ex- 
pense^of  the  year,  over  income,  would  have  appeared  about  $850  less. 

On  the  Isl  of  Dec.  I  found  58  convicts  confined  in  the  prison,  employed  as  follows : 
In  shoe  shop,  34  ;  in  carriage  shop,  10 ;  cooks,  2  ;  washer,  1 ;  prison  waiters,  2 ;  bell 
waiter,  1 ;  woodcutters,  2  ;  jobbers,  2  ;  in  kitchen,  1 ;  in  cells  partially  denuoged,  2 ; 
in  solitary  confinement,  1. 

At  present  there  is  no  one  confined  in  the  hospital ;  and  I  think  it  nu&y  be  truly  aaid. 
that  the  health  of  the  prisoners  for  the  last  nine  months  has  been  unusually  good.     ^ 

HIRAM  HARLOW,  Supentendent 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  convicts  in  confinement  Dec.  1, 1845,  and  Sept.  U 
1846,  the  number  received  during  the  nine  months  ending  Sept.  1,  1846,  the  Countie» 
from  whence  they  w/sre  sent,  the  number  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence  and  by 
Governor,  and  how  employed :  In  confinement,  Dec.  1,  1845,  58  ;  since  received,  23: 
total,  81.  Discharged  oy  expiration  of  sentence,  9 ;  by  Governor,  4:  total  13.  Leav- 
mg  in  confinement,  Sept.  1,  1846,  68. 

CourUies  from  which  tent. — Windsor,  3  ;  Washington,  2 ;  Franklin,  2 ;  Addison,  6 ; 
Chittenden,  1 ;  Bennington,  3  ;  Windham,  2 ;  Caledonia,  2 ;  Orleans,  2.  Number  re* 
ceived  since  Dec.  1,  1845,  23. 

Employ menl. — In  carriage  shop — wood  work,  19;  iron  work,  3 ;  painting.  2:  to- 
tal 24.  Ill  shoe  shop— shoe  manufacturers,  32 ;  currier,  1 ;  tailor,  1:  total,  34.  Bell 
waiter,  1 ;  prison  waiter,  1 ;  washer,  1 ;  woodcutter,  1 ;  cooks,  2 ;  jobber,  1 ;  gar- 
dener, 1 ;  kitchen,  1 :  iu  solitary,  1 :  total,  10. 

1846. — Directors'  Report. 

It  appears  that  while  there  has  been  a  diminution  of  the  aggregate  of  the  aaseta  of 
&e  prison  during  the  three  months  ending  D^.  1,  1845,  of  $460  71,  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  liabilities  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $4,549  89.  Or  in  other  words,  the  ex- 
pense of  the  prison  and  loss  beyond  the  income,  has  been  $5,010  60,  for  the  three 
months  ending  Dec.  1,  1845. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark  that  this  apparent  balance  has  been  increased  to 
tome  extent  by  a  diminished  value  placed  on  some  articles  of  the  property  embraced  in 
the  inventory  of  Dec.  1,  and  especially  of  those  pertaining  to  the  shoe  department,  and 
also  by  the  amount  of  property  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  carriage  shop,  which  was  on- 
fortunately  consumed  in  November  last. 

To  every  person  who  has  i>aid  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  prison,  it  is  evident  that 
there  has  oeen  some  fallacy  in  the  annual  reports  of  its  condition.  For  while  the  re- 
ports show  an  expenditure  over  the  income,  in  1843,  of  $2,737  65 ;  1844,  of  1,867  15 ; 
1845,  of  1,989  06.    Total  m  the  year  ending  Sept.  1,  1845,  6,693  86.    A  comneriKW 
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df  diete  reports  with  each  other  will  show  the  eettud  expenditure  or  km  to  be  m  fol- 
lowi:  In  toe  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1843,  $6,760  72;  eleven  monthe,  ending  Sept.  1, 
1844,  4.107  52;  one  year^  ending  Sept.  1,  1845,  2,845  48;  three  months,  ending  Dec. 
1, 1845,  5,010  60:  total,  $18,724  32. 

The  Directors  have  not  felt  authorized  to  make  particolar  investigation  into  the 
canses  which  have  produced  this  apparent  discrej^wuicy.  They  have  felt  the  delicacy 
of  impugning  the  correctness  of  the  re]x)rts  of  their  predecessors.  Nothing  has  come 
to  their  knowledge  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  the  errors  were  produced  intention- 
ally, or  from  improper  motives  iu  any  person  concerned.  It  has  probably  arisen  from, 
ike  eomvlex  mode  of  keeping  tke  books  of  the  prison.  Payments  on  account  of  interest ; 
alto  claims  which  at  the  time  they  occurred,  were  not  placed  on  the  prison  books,  and 
liquidated  by  payment  or  note  in  subsequent  years,  and  not  charged  when  paid  or  set- 
tled to  the  account  of  expenditure  of  the  current  year,  in  any  of  the  departments  into 
which  the  business  of  the  prison  is  divided,  may  account  in  part  for  the  discrepancy. 

The  discrepancy  before  mentioned  led  the  Directors  to  cause  an  account  to  be 
opened  on  the  prison  books,  under  the  head  of  "  Old  Account,"  on  which  to  enter  all 
payments  made,  or  sums  received  or  accounts  adjusted,  which  the  prison  books  did  not 
ihow  when  the  balances  were  taken  Dec.  1,  1845,  or  when  they  shall  be  taken  at  any 
•ab^equent  time. 

They  hnve  also  taken  a  laree  amount,  considered  bad.  from  the  inventory  of  de- 
mands, nnd  placed  them  iu  a  OTispended  account. 

They  feel  it  their  duty  to  express  their  approbation  of  the  willing  and  efficient  aid, 
which  appears  to  have  been  afforded  by  tho  convicts,  in  rescuing  the  property  of  the 
carriage  shop  from  destruction  by  fire,  and  iu  arresting  its  progress. 

In  December  lost  more  than  half  the  convicts  were  employed  in  the  shqp  shop. 
Though  convinced  that  the  business  of  manufacturing  brogans  had  been  pmvued  at  a 
loss,  nearly  if  not  fnlly  equal  to  the  amount  of  labor  employed  in  making  them,  we 
did  not,  after  fully  considering  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  business, 
deem  it  expedient  to  direct  that  the  business  should  at  once  be  relinquished.  There 
was  a  very  large  amount  of  stock  on  hand  and  in  the  process  of  manutactiu*e,  much  of 
which  was  more  suitable  for  that  thau  other  work;  and  after  the  loss  of  the  carriage 
shop  there  was  not  rooom  to  employ  the  cunvicts  at  other  branches  of  mechanical  la- 
bor. We  directed  that  hands  should  be  drawn  from  tho  busiuess  as  opportunity  of- 
fered, to  employ  themselves  otherwise.  When  the  stock  shall  be  worked  out  which 
is  proper  for  that  kind  of  work,  we  think  it  should  be  materially  curtailed  or  aban- 
doned, unless  the  market  for  the  article  shall  improve. 

The  loss  of  the  carriage  shop  very  much  embanassed  the  business  operations  of  the 
prison,  and  the  profitable  employment  of  convict  labor  during  the  winter  and  spring. 
The  Directors  authorized  the  Superintendent  to  commence  rebuilding  the  shop  as  soon 
as  the  season  would  permit.  The  building,  embracing  a  blacksmith's  shop  and  carriage 
shop,  was  completed  about  the  middle  of  May,  at  an  expense  to  the  State,  including 
$39  of  convict  labor,  credited  to  the  shoe  and  carriage  shops,  at  25  cents  per  day,  of 
$497  25. 

On  examination,  the  roof  of  the  dwelling-house  was  found  in  a  dilapidated  condition, 
and  the  building  wras  otherwise  out  of  repair.  A  new  covering  and  cupola,  or  belfry, 
has  been  put  on,  and  the  house  otherwise  repaired,  at  the  cost,  including  $28  of  convict 
labor  from  the  carriage  shop,  at  50  cents  per  day,  of  $208  07.  All  other  repairs,  by 
the  books  of  the  prison,  amount  to  $97  92. 

An  act  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  insane  prisoners  in  the  State  Prison,"  which,  though  general  in  its  terms, 
was  passed  with  particular  reference  to  two  convicts  then  confined  in  prison,  who 
were  supposed  to  be  insane.  They  did  not  deem  it  their  duty  to  cause  either  of  them 
to  be  removed  to  the  Asylum ;  and  they  now  have  the  satisfaction  of  reporting  both 
the  convicts  in  question  appear  fully  restored  to  their  reason  and  able  to  labor  with 
the  other  convicts. 

The  police  and  discipline  in  the  prison  "  so  far  as  it  came  under  the  notice  of  the 
Directors"  meet  their  entire  approbation.  Order  and  system  appear  to  prevail  in  a 
high  degree,  and  they  cannot  but  express  their  satisfaction  with  the  cleanliness,  neat- 
ness, and  quiet  which  characterizes  everything  about  the  prison  and  prison  yard.  The 
effect  is  not  only  salutary  as  regards  the  health  of  the  convicts,  but  is  calculated  to  ex- 
ert the  most  beneficial  influence  on  their  dispositions  and  feelings,  and  in  the  discipline 
and  management  of  the  institution. 

From  account  of  sales  of  brogans,  recently  received  from  Boston,  it  appears  that  tfa« 
prison  has  suffered  a  loss  in  the  sales  from  the  December  appraisal  of  over  $600. 
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It  also  appears  hj  the  representatioQ  of  Mr.  Harlow,  that  a  loss  has  been  sastuned 
m  the  leatoer  appraised  in  December  last  as  in  the  tanneries,  being  deficient  in  quan- 
tity and  qualiw,  of  about  $250. 

8.  H.  JENISuN.   > 

A.  WARDNER.     VDirectoTB. 

WM.  SANBORN,  ) 

Expenditure  and  Income  for  nine  months,  ending  Sept.  I,  1846. 

Expenditures.—VrovWiouB,  $1.646  37;  clothing,  355  99;  fiiel  and  light,  386  52; 
prison  department,  233  26  ;  medical  department,  22  51 ;  shoe  shop,  loss,  46  89 ;  ex- 
pense accoimt  embracing  pay  of  Superintendent,  Chaplain,  Keepers,  Guard,  Clerk  and 
incidentals,  including  money  paid  discliargcd  convicts,  2,824  45 ;  building  new  shop, 
497  25 ;  new  roof  and  cupula  on  dwelling-house.  208  07 ;  other  repairs,  97  92  ;  balance 
of  interest,  1,148  78 ;  balance  of  old  accounts.  1,210  G6  ;  less  liabilities  over  assets  than 
in  Dec.,  1845,  4,132  43 :  making  deductions  for  bad  and  duubtM  debts  for  both  Dec. 
and  Sept.,  $12,811  10. 

Income. — Carriage  shop,  $1,5G0  80;  admittance  fees,  128  50;  State  Treasury,  10,- 
000  00 ;  change  in  condition  of  bad  and  doubtful  debts  since  Dec.  1,  1845,  by  col- 
lections and  otherwise,  435  21;*  contingent  gain,  supposed  to  arise  from  operations 
connected  with  the  accounts  of  the  departments,  686  59 1  total,  $12,811  10. 


1846. — Chaplain's  Report. 

There  are  many  among  the  convicts  who,  during  the  proper  season  for  develop- 
ing the  moral  faculties,  must  have  been  suffered  to  pass  that  season,  and  that  within  the 
reach  of  our  schools,  with  very  little  if  any  effort  to  impress  their  minds  with  a  sense 
of  moral  obligation.  In  some  instances  they  have  not  even  availed  themselves  of  such 
advantages  as  our  schools  have  afforded.  But  may  we  not  hope  that  the  present  course 
of  legislation,  both  in  our  own  and  in  neighboring  States,  will  be  so  conducted  as  to 
remedy  these  defects  in  our  school  system  ? 

Through  the  concurrence  and  co-operation  of  the  Superintendent  and  keepers  we 
have  had  an  exercise  for  reading,  ana  classes  have  been  formed  in  which  some  hare 
commenced  with  the  alphabet,  and,  during  their  stay  here,  have  progressed  so  as  to 
read  intelligibly  in  the  Bible. 

THOMAS  KIDDER,  ChapUOki. 

WiNDsoB,  Vt.,  Sept.  23,  1846. 
Mr.  J.  D.  Rcss: — Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  .20th  July  was  duly  received,  and  in 
reply  for  an  apology  will  say,  we  had  not  the  materials  on  hand  so  that  we  could  give 
you  a  correct  reply  at  that  time.  The  present  Superintendent  came  into  office  1st  of 
December  last,  and  found  that  there  had  not  been  any  reports  filed  back  of  1843,  in  his 
office.  We  have  been  able,  by  inquiry,  to  obtain  some  old  ones,  at  the  Town  Cleric's 
Office,  back  as  far  as  1839,  which  we  copy  as  follows: 

September  1,  1839,  the  number  of  convicts  was  86;  1840,  the  number  of  convicts 
was  87  ;  remissions,  8  ;  recommitted  on  2nd  and  3rd  offences,  4 ;  1841,  the  number  of 
convicts  was  87  ;  deaths,  1 ;  1842,  the  nnmber  of  convicts  was  73  ;  deaths,  2 ;  remis- 
sions, 6  ;  1843,  the  number  of  convicts  was  65 ;  deaths,  1 ;  1844,  the  number  of  con- 
victs was  67 ;  deaths,  1 ;  remissions,  11 ;  1845,  the  number  of  convicts  was  67  ;  1846, 
the  number  of  convicts  was  68 ;  remissions,  4 ;  recommitted  on  2nd  and  3rd  offences,  2. 
We  also  forward  you  what  numbers  we  have  on  hand. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  HARLOW,  Superintendent, 

per  A.  L.  THOMPSON. 

*  The  aecestity  of  this  item  in  this  mode  of  showing,  will  appear  by  iiupectioa  of  the  Saperinlend- 
«tff s  report ;  the  estimated  amount  of  bad  and  doubtral  debts  tor  December,  being  $435  31  more  than 
fer  September. 
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JSj^ncpsU  of  the  Htpcrts  of  the  Massachusetts  &ate  Prison^  from 
September  80,  1832,  to  September  30,  1845,  iiiclusive. 

1833. — Inspectors'  Report. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  convictf  in 
die  prison.  Daring  the  year,  seven ty-nine  have  been  discharged  by  expiration  of  sen- 
tencep  and  seven  by  remission  of  punishment,  and  four  by  order  of  court,  and  six  have 
died.  In  all,  ninety-six.  The  woole  number  received  during  the  same  period  is  one 
hundred  and  nineteen,  so  that  the  number  now  here  is  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

Of  these,  eleven  are  patients  in  the  hospital,  or  otherwise  incapable  of  labor,  and 
nineteen  are  engaged  in  those  necessary  menial  services  which  yield  no  profit  The 
residue,  two  hundred  and  twenty,  are  profitably  employed. 

The  number  of  days  lost  by  regular  admission  to  the  hospital  for  fixed  disease,  has 
been  nineteen  hundred  and  nmety.  The  number  of  days'  laoor  lost  by  those  invalided 
for  a  day,  has  been  twenty-six  hundred  and  twenty-six ;  making,  altogether,  forty-iix 
hundred  and  sixteen  days.  To  this  sum  should  be  added  the  time  lost  by  individuals 
invalided  to  light  labor  from  some  slight  complaint,  or  as  recovering  from  illness — a  W- 
bor,  the  pn)fits  of  which  are  next  to  nothing.  The  number  of  days  lost  in  the  manner 
last  named  for  the  present  year,  is  twelve  hundred  and  seven ;  so  that  the  whole  amount 
of  labor  lost  by  indisposition  must  be  considered  as  5823  days.* 

Of  the  number  received  the  last  year,  five  are  blacks,  and  six  mulattoes. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  nineteen  admitted,  seventy-seven  are  natives  of  New  Eng- 
land, of  whom  seventeen  only  could  not  write  at  the  time  of  their  admission  Of  the 
forty-two  natives  of  other  places  twenty-five  could  not  write. 

During  the  last  year,  the  conduct  ot  the  prisoners  has  been  distinguished  by  order, 
decorum,  and  industry,  and  the  punishments  have  been  very  few  and  very  slight. 

It  has  been  thus  stated — that  the  inferior  officers  of  this  prison  have  the  right  to  pnn- 
ish  the  convicts  at  discretion.  This  is  not  so,  and  never  has  been  so  since  our  connec- 
tion with  the  prison.  The  Warden  alone,  or  the  deputy  warden  in  his  absence,  can 
inflict  any  punishment  whatever.  Even  this  is  only  done  after  formal  and  deliberate 
hearing  of  the  charge,  and  allowing  the  accused  party  an  opportunity  for  denial,  ex- 
planation, or  apolory.  And  the  power  of  the  Waraen  himself  is  limited  by  law  to  the 
mfiiction  of  ten  stnpes,  and  commitment  for  ten  days  to  solitary  imprisonment.  All 
punishments,  and  the  reasons  of  them,  are  placed  on  record,  and  submitted  to  the  In- 
spectors, who  visit  the  prison  in  a  body  every  month,  and  one  of  them  every  week, 
and  any  convict  who  wishes  to  have  a  private  interview  with  them,  or  either  of  them, 
may  obtain  it. 

For  any  officer  to  raise  his  hand  against  a  convict  in  any  other  manner  excepting  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  defending  himself  against  assault,  or  of  subduing  resistance,  has 
always  bc«n  deemed  a  grave  onence  in  this  prison. 

With  regard  to  the  financial  accotmts  of  the  year,  we  have  pursued  the  same  course 
as  heretofore,  causing  the  annual  statement  to  be  founded  upon  an  exact  accoiut  of 
stock,  taken  by  a  competent  person  having  no  connection  with  the  prison,  and  care- 
folly  examining  ourselves  every  charge  and  every  voucher  before  the  statement  is  de- 
posited at  the  treasury. 

We  will  now  submit  the  result  of  all  the  annual  statements  rendered  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  present  Board  of  Inspectors. 

In  the  year  ending  September  3U,  1828,  there  was  a  loss  of  $12,167  07;  1829, 
7,599  70;  1830,  6,897  02;  1831,  477  31;  1832,  a  gain  of  4,192  32;  1833,  the  past 
year,  a  gain  of  6,995  57. 

The  Inspectors  recommend  that  more  appropriate  apartments  should  be  provided  for 
the  hospital,  and  the  purchase  of  a  stone  quarry.  F.  C.  GRAY, 

S.  LELAND, 

1833. — Physician's  Report. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital  of  this  institation  daring  the  year 
gilding  September  30,  1833,  is  146.  The  a^gsregate  number  of  days  lost  by  residence 
^  the  hospital  is  1,990.  In  addition  to  which,  1,486  days  have  been  abated  by  advice 
^  the  Physician,  for  trivial  complaints  and  temporary  disabilities. 

^  On  comparing  tiiis  report  with  ttie  report  of  the  Phyiidaa,  a  diflbrsnoe  in  rdadon  to  tiie 
^  «i*ys'  labcff*  lost  by  the  convicti  is  apparent 
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Six  have  died*  daring  the  year.    Of  this  number,  three  diecf  of  pnlmonary  confmn 
tion,  one  of  typhus  fever,  one  of  dropsy  of  the  chest,  and  one  of  woonds  voluntarily  i 
flicted  upon  himself  in  the  vain  hope  of  counterfeiting  insanity  ! !     The  diteaae  mc 
prevalent  during  the  year  has  been  fever,  of  a  low  typhoid  character,  from  which  ooik 
yalescence  has  beeu,  in  some  cases,  slow  and  tedious. 

WILLIAM  J.  WALKER,  Physician,  Mass.  S.  Prison 


1833. — Warden's  Report. 

The  Warden  of  the  State  Prison  has  the  honor  to  present  a  statement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  prison. 

Ages  of  those  remaining  in  prison. — From  15  to  20  years,  19 ;  20  to  25,  52  ;  25  to  30  « 
53 ;  30  to  .35,  39  ;  35  to  40,  37  ;  40  to  50,  38  ;  50  to  60,  9 ;  ^0  to  70,  2;  70  to  80,  1  ^ 
making  250. 

Terms  of  Sentences  of  those  remaining. — 6  months,  6  ;  1  year,  22;  IJ,  1 ;  1^,  2;  2— 
59;  2i.  1;"3,27;  3^,  4  ;  4.  16;  4^,3;  5,21;  5^,  4;  6,7;  6^.  1;  7,  13;  8,  4 ;  9,  1  5^ 
10,  10  ;  llf ,  1 ;  13.  1 ;  14.  2  :  15,  2  ;  17,  1 ;  20.  1 ;  for  life,  40 ;  making  250. 

States  and  countries  of  which  they  are  natives. — Maine,  14;  New  Hampshire,  29  7 
Massachusetts,  110;  V*»rmont,  4;  Rhode  Island,  9;  Connecticut,  5;  New  York,  6r 
New  Jersey,  1 ;  Pennsylvania,  5 ;  Maryland,  5  ;  Virginia,  1 ;  Louisiana,  1 ;  District  of" 
Columbia,  1 ;  Florida,  1 ;  England,  11 ;  Ireland,  26  ;  Scotland,  8  ;  British  Provinces  ia 
North  America,  5 ;  France,  1 ;  Belgium,  1 ;  Italy,  2 ;  Naples,  1 ;  Sweden,  2 ;  West 
Indies,  1 ;  total,  foreigners,  58 ;  total,  Americans,  192 — making  250. 

Crimes. — Larceny,  150;  assault  and  larceny,  2 ;  passing  or  having  counterfeit  money, 
25 ;  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  12 ;  felonious  assault,  3 ;  assault  and  battery,  I ;  murder, 
sentence  commuted,  3 ;  poisoning  with  intent  to  murder,  1 ;  attempt  to  poison,  1 ;  at- 
tempt to  rape,  6;  common  and  notorious  theft,  8  ;  burglary,  21 ;  forgery,  6;  adaltcry, 
4 ;  beastiality,  1 ;  burning  bam,  2 ;  malicious  burning,  1 ;  cheating,  2 ;  obtaining  gooos 
under  false  pretences,  1. 

Employment. — Stonecutters,  82 ;  Carpenters,  2  ;  team  hands,  15  ;  tool  grinders,  2 
whitesmiths,  3;  blacksmitlM,  18;  shoemakers,  12;  tailors,  5;  cabinetmskers,  38: 
brushmakers,  29 ;  coopers,  3 ;  hatters,  6  ;  tinmen,  5  ;  cooking,  washing,  and  baking, 
8;  waiters  and  messengers,  3;  barbers,  2;  sweepers  in  N.  prison,  2;  wood  sawyen 
and  lumpers,  3 ;  attendant  in  hospital,  1 ;  patients  in  hospital,  10 ;  imbecUe,  1 ;  making 
250. 

Of  the  convicts  remainining  in  prison,  15  are  negroes,  15  mulattoes,  and  1  Indian. 

On  the  23rd  of  February,  1818,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  subjecting 
those  convicts  to  an  additional  sentence  who  shall  have  been  discharged  from  this  prison 
and  re-committed  on  new  offences.  The  following  statement  gives  the  numbctf  of 
commitments,  and  also  the  number  of  re-commitments,  each  year,  commencing  October 
1,  1818,  and  ending  September  30,  1833,  namely,  September  30,  1819,  96  committed, 
19  re-committed ;  1820,  73  committed,  16  re-committed ;  1821,  85  committed,  16  re- 
committed ;  1822,  89  committed,  21  re-committed ;  1823,  106  committed,  20  re-com- 
mitted; 1824,  86  committed,  13  re-committed;  1825,  96  committed, 27  re-committecf ; 
1826,81  committed,  24  re-committed;  1827,80  committed,  14  re-committed;  1828, 
102  committed,  13  re-committed;  1829,  79  committed,  15  re-conmiitted ;  1830,  115 
committed,  19  re-committed;  1831,  72  committed,  14  re-committed;  1832,76  com- 
mitted, 15  re-committed;  1833,  119  committed,  15  re-committed. 

Since  the  first  of  April,  1828,  506  convicts  have  been  discharged  from  this  priaon^- 
of  that  number  but  33  are  now  in  confinement  here  on  re-commitments. 

The  institiution  has  been  fiivored  in  the  perpetuation  of  the  wholesome,  though  rig- 
orous, discipline  enforced  upon  its  inmates ;  and,  notwithstanding  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Warden  to  carry  into  execution  the  wise  and  judicious  laws  whicn  have  been  enacted 
hj  the  Legislature,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  prison,  it  has  always  be^i  de- 
■uiible  to  accomplish  that  object,  as  far  as  is  possible,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
moral  influences,  rather  than  by  the  exercise  of  coercive  measures ;  and  it  is  with  mnch 
pleasure  that  he  can  state,  that  iu  no  instance  since  having  charge  of  the  prison,  has  he 
round  it  necessary  to  inflict  punishment  to  the  extent  of  his  limited  authority. 

To  those  who  are  more  immediately  engaged  in  the  government  of  the  convicts,  it 

*  Jsn.  25,  John  Lewis,  aged  37— pulmonary  consumption ;  April  91,  James  Riley,  sfed  33->pal- 
monary  consumption ;  May  26.  Benjamin  Thompson,  alias  John  Dean,  aged  38— pulmonary  consomp- 
tton ;  May  26,  George  Bennett,  aged  42 — dropsy  of  the  chest:  Aug.  16,  Joseph  Johnson,  alias  Sylvaaoa 
Rlancfaard,  aged  S5;  8ept  24,  Timothy  Braley,  aged  81— typhus  fever. 
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i  verr  spparent  that  the  diKipHne  cannot  be  brongbt  to  tach  a  itate  of  perfection  M  if 
Mirwle,  while  the  sick  are  located  in  a  building,  which,  from  itf  pecnliar  atnictore 
■d  aitaation.  is  rendered  moat  inconvenient  for  pnrposes  of  inspection  and  obserration. 
B  order  to  prevent  interconrse  among  patients  in  the  hospital,  or  even  the  possibilitr 
f  those  abuses  and  abominations,  too  common  in  the  former  history  of  this  place,  it 
roold  be  necessary  to  have  an  officer  constantly  stationed  in  every  room  occnpied  by 
lore  iban  one  individual. 

Disbursementa. — Cash  paid  for  provisions,  $6,621  84;  clothing,  2,537  92;  hospital 
xpenaes,  256  59;  fuel,  repairs,  etc.,  2,601  37;  officers' salaries,  13,050  00;  prisoners 
iadiarged,  352  25;  transportation  of  convicts,  678  34;  peculiar  sickness,  28  55; 
sknce,  being  profits,  6,995  57:  total,  $33,122  43. 

Bicome. — Stone  department,  for  profits,  $19,609  31 ;  labor,  10.988  39 ;  fees  of  ad- 
uttaoce,  949  75;  coopering  department,  647  48;  fixtures  and  tools,  333  43;  sales 
Fmndry  merchandize,  185  29;  profits  and  loss,  for  interest.  408  78:  total,  $33,122  43. 

CHARLES  LINCOLN.  Jr.,  Warden. 


1833.— Chaplain's  Report. 

It  is  matter  of  devout  gratitude  to  the  Sovereign  Dispenser  of  all  events,  that  within 
fe«  short  space  of  the  four  last  years,  such  progress  has  been  made  in  the  correction  of 
»  much  that  was  evil  under  the  old  system  which  prevailed  in  this  institution,  and  in  the 
fttiblishmeut  and  advancement  of  a  system  of  confinement,  discipline,  and  moral  col- 
Kxe,  which  has  already  done  much  to  gladden  the  heart,  and  still  promises  to  be  pro- 
active of  the  happiest  results. 

The  Sabbath  school  has  been  maintained,  during  the  past  year,  in  the  same  manner, 
^d,  it  is  believed,  with  equally  happy  results  as  in  former  years.  The  average  number 
r  volunteer  teachers  has  been  about  25 — that  of  the  prisoners  who  constitute  me  schocd, 
»ODt  120. 

Of  those  who  have  left  the  prison  during  the  past  year,  very  few  seemed  to  cherish 
aiy  thing  of  that  bitter  and  revengeful  spirit,  (towards  they  scarcely  know  whom,) 
'Indi  is  but  too  apt  to  characterize  those  who  have  been  subjected  to  the  discipline  of 
STprisous,  on  their  entrance  again  into  society. 

Toe  number  of  commitments,  during  the  past  year,. has  very  considerably  exceeded 
i«toftlie  preceding. 

The  actual  mcrease  of  convicts,  however,  from  native  citizens,  is  only  15,  while  the 
'^^rease  in  the  whole  number  is  43. 

This  increase  cannot  be  attributed  to  our  present  system  of  confinement  and  disci- 
Line;  for  it  is  well  established,  that  of  those  who  have  been  the  subjects  of  the  present 
^stem,  and  have  been  discharged  from  prison,  fewer,  by  far,  are  re-committed  than 
"^s  formerly  the  case  under  the  old  system ;  and  it  is  also  well  ascertained,  that  many 
lore  become  industrious,  wholesome,  and  good  citizens. 

Of  the  119  received  into  the  prison  the  past  year,  a  fraction  more  than  half  of  the 
>'l](de  number  were  convicted  in  the  city  of  Boston ;  leaving  only  an  average  of  aboat 
ve  for  each  of  the  other  counties  of  the  State. 

Such  a  portion  of  the  public  buildings  as  is  now  occupied  for  the  accommodation  of 
be  nek,  should  undergo  very  material  alterations,  or  a  new  building  be  provided,  bet 
^r  suited,  not  only  to  me  comfort  of  the  sick,  but  to  the  preservation  of  order  and  sood 
■HMals ;  and  also  the  prevention  of  those  evils  which  no  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
pibnician,  or  officers  of  the  institution,  can  prevent. 

The  crimes  and  degradation  of  much  the  greater  portion  of  the  inmates  of  this  insti* 

^^■ition  are  the  direct  and  legitimate  fruit  of  intemperance.     It  is  believed,  that  of  the 

^19  convicts  who  have  been  committed  to  this  prison  the  past  year,  100,  at  least, 

<)we  their  imprisonment  to  this  ruinous  and  beastly  vice;   and  of  the  recommit- 

^omOM  which  have  taken  place  during  the  same  period,  it  is  confidently  believed  that 

*Wy  instance  may  be  traced  to  the  operations  ot  the  same  cause. 

JARED  CURTIS,  Chaplain,  Mass.  8.  Prison. 


1834. — Inspectors'  Report. 

The  iastitntion  has  gained  in  the  past  year,  $7,296  28.  The  whole  disposable  proj^ 
^1  including  this  net  gain,  consists  of  stock,  debts,  and  $2,788  53  in  money.  In  pr»> 
mng  the  annual  statements  of  the  amount  of  property  belonging  to  the  prison,  it  haa 
Mea  osoal  to  include  as  property  all  debts  due  to  it.     But  many  of  these  are  x«r) 
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doabtibl  debts,  and  a  lar?e  part  of  them  will  probably  be  wholly  lost.    It  has 
to  us  inexpedient  to  retain  the  amount  of  these  in  the  annual  exhibits,  as  it  may 
to  give  an  erroneous  impression  as  to  the  resources  of  the  prison.     That  portion  of         tbs 
debts  which  we  think  doubtful,  is  $2,671  09.     This  amount  will  not  appear  as  an  i^  '^Ben 
of  property  in  the  annual  statements  hereafter.     It  will  be  entered  in  the  books  of        ^ 
institution  in  a  form  indicating  its  unccrtaiu  character.    With  the  exception  of  the  tAm^^^ 
amount,  ($2,671  09,)  which  has  beeu  accumulating  since  the  year  1822,  we  bdier^^  iff 
the  debts  are  good,  and  will  bo  paid  as  they  become  due. 

The  erection  of  the  new  prison,  the  wise  regulations  connected  therewith,  and   ^^ 
increased  facilities  for  restniining  and  governing  the  convicts,  are  among  the  princilM/ 
causes  of  the  present  prosperity  of  the  institution.     Its  history  to  the  present  timer  ^^ 
tablishes  the  truth,  that  iu  a  public  penitentiary,  favorable  pecuniary  remits  are  het^ 
secured  by  attention  to  tlie  moral  objects  of  imprisonment  for  crime.     Rigid  disctpliiier 
founded  on  knoum  mlc»,  unifortnly  enforeed^  strict  temperance— the  prohibiticm  of  sU 
social  intercourse  among  the  convicts — solitary  confinement  by  night  and  at  meals,  widt 
daily  religious  instruction,  reform  or  improve  tho  character  of  most  of  the  prisoners,  and 
make  them  obedient  and  industrious. 

Of  the  277  prisoners  now  here,  70  are  foreigners,  of  whom  only  5  have  been  nat- 
uralized. Of  the  119  received  the  last  year,  35  oio  foreigners,  and  of  them  28  are  un- 
der sentences  for  larceny. 

During  the  past  year,  in  addition  to  our  monthly  meetings,  one  or  more  of  m  have 
visited  and  carefully  examined  the  prison  every  week.  The  convicts  have  generally 
been  obedient,  ana  very  few  instances  have  occurred  requiring  any  portion  of  the 
alight  punishment  which  the  Warden  is  authorized  by  law  to  inflict. 

\Ve  are  not  aware  of  any  clianges  necessary  in  trie  discipline  or  regulations  of  the 
prison ;  we  feci  assured  that  they  cannot  be  relaxed  with  sate^,  and  they  appear  to  us 
to  be  as  rigid  as  is  consistent  with  the  welfare  of  the  convicts  and  the  designs  of  the 
establishment.  The  regulations  are  few,  simple,  well  known,  and  uniformly  enforced. 
Obedience  to  them  is  easy ;  every  convict  knows  what  is  expected  of  him,  and  what 
he  may  expect ;  and  that  while  certain  punishment  will  follow  the  commission  of  any 
offence,  good  conduct  will  as  certainly  secure  kind  treatment. 

We  thmk  it  expedient  that  some  cnange  should  be  made  in  the  accommodations  for 
those  employed  as  blacksmiths,  and  that  the  shop  now  occupied  by  them  should  be 
enlarged,  or  that  a  new  one  should  be  built.  The  present  bunding  is  so  small,  that  in 
warm  weather  tho  convicts  in  it  suffer  severely. 

JOHN  B.  ADAN, 
S.  LELAND, 
CHARLES  WELLS. 


1834. — Warden's  Report. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  confinement  October  1,  1833,  3.50 ;  re> 
ceived  during  the  year  endins  September  30, 1834, 119 :  total,  369.  Discharged  during 
the  period  above  mentioned,  oy  expiration  of  sentence,  QQ\  by  remission  of  sentence, 
17 ;  Dy  order  of  court,  4 ;  died,  4 ;  escaped,  1 :  total,  92.  Whole  number  in  confine 
ment,  September  30,  1834, 277. 

Ages  of  those  remaining. — From  15  to  20  years,  24 ;  20  to  25,  57  ;  25  to  30,  57 ;  30 
to  35,  38;  35  to  40,  44;  40  to  50,  38;  50  to  60,  16;  60  to  70, 2;  70  to  80, 1:  total, S77. 

Term*  of  Sentences. — For  G  months,  3 ;  8  months,  3 ;  9  months,  1 ;  1  year,  ^ ;  1  year 
and  6  months,  2 ;  2  years,  64 ;  2  years  and  6  months,  2 ;  3  years,  37 ;  3  years  and  6 
months,  2 ;  4  years,  27  ;  5  years,  25 ;  5  years  and  6  months,  2 ;  6  years,  6 ;  7  years,  16 ; 
8  years,  4 ;  9  years,  1 ;  10  years,  13 ;  11  years  and  6  months,  1;  15  years,  2 ;  17  yean, 
1 ;  20  years,  3 ;  for  life,  27  :  total,  277.  Of  the  27  confined  under  sentences  ibr  life, 
11  received  the  sentence  for  having  been  convicted  and  conmiitted  to  this  prison  three 
different  times. 

Crimes. — Larceny,  184 ;  common  and  notorious  thef^  3 ;  passing  and  having  in  pos- 
session counterfeit  money,  19 ;  assaidt  with  intent  to  kill,  7  ;  assault  and  battery  with 
intent  to  murder,  2 ;  murder,  sentence  commuted,  3 ;  attempt  to  poison,  1 ;  attempt  to 
rape,  7;  burglary,  21;  forgery,  10;  adultery,  6;  beastiality,  1;  burning  bam,  1;  mah- 
oioas  bornin^,  1 :  obtaining  goods  under  fijuse  pretences,  1 ;  escaping  from  the  house 
of  correction  m  Suffolk  county,  1 ;  assanltanji^,  beating,  and  biting,  I ;  burning  a  dwell- 
mg-honse,  1 ;  Monious  assault,  2 ;  assault  with  intent  to  rob,  1 ;  manslaughter,  2 ;  fek>- 
aioos  asnnlt  and  battery.  1 ;  felonious  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  1 :  total,  277. 
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Piaee  of  NaUvUy.—Mnne,  13 ;  New  Hampshire,  31 ;  Mfuaacfansets,  110 ;  Vennont, 
- ;  Bhode  IiUmd,  8;  Connectioat,  12 ;  New  York,  11 ;  New  Jersey,  2 ;  Penogylvniia,  5 ; 
Maryland,  4 ;  Diftrict  of  Columbia,  2 ;  Ohio,  1 ;  Louisiana,  1 ;  Florida,  1 ;  Bniish  Pror- 
mnces  in  North  America,  9;  England,  11 ;  Ireland,  36;  Scotland.  5;  West  Indies,  1 ; 
fionth  America,  1;  Frnuce,  1;  Italy,  2;  Naples,  1 ;  Germany,  1;  Holland,  1;  Sweden, 
%X  total,  277.     Americans,  207 ;  foreigners,  70. 

Employment. — Stonecutters,  92 ;  carpenters,  2 ;  team  hands,  14 ;  tool  grinders,  3 ; 
blacksmiths,  22;  whitesmiths,  3  ;  shoemakers,  8;  cabmetmakers,  41 ;  upholsterers,  9; 
l^nishraakers,  20 ;  coopers,  3 ;  batters,  5  ;  tinmen,  4 ;  tailors,  5 ;  cooking,  washing,  and 
Ibakiug,  7  ;  waiters  and  messengers,  4 ;  barbers,  2 ;  sweepers  in  prison,  2 ;  wood  saw- 
— T»  and  lumpers,  4 ;  invalids  on  light  labor,  6 :  imbecile,  1 ;  attendants  in  hospital,  2 ; 

tients  in  hospital,  18 :  total,  277.  Of  the  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  21  are  negroes, 
2  mulattoes,  and  1  Indian. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  convicts  received  from  each  county  the 

ftt  year,  and  uso  what  portion  of  them  are  foreigners,  or  native  citizens  of  this  or  the 
tther  States  of  the  Union. 


m 


Number  re- 

Native* of 

Natives 

COUNTIES. 

ceived. 

Foreigners. 

other  States. 

of  this  State. 

Suffolk, 

48 

23 

16 

9 

Essex, 

6 

1 

1 

4 

Middlesex,  . 

15 

3 

5 

7 

Hampshire, 

5 

2 

1 

2 

Plymouth,    . 

3 

2 

1 

Bristol, 

10 

6 

4 

Barnstable,  . 

2 

2 

Worcester,  . 

14 

1 

3 

10 

Berkshire,  . 

7 

1 

3 

3 

Norfolk,       . 

3 

2 

1 

Franklin,     . 

2 

1 

1 

Hampden,   . 

4 

3 

1 

119 

35 

41 

43 

The  number  of  commitments  to  this  prison,  have  been  precisely  equal  in  each  of  the 
St  two  years,  and  have  considerably  exceeded  the  annual  average  number  for  the  ten 
^l^ireceding  years: — whether  this  is  owing  to  an  increase  of  crime  in  the  Commonwealth, 
^JF  to  the  fact  that  convicts  are  sentenced  to  this  prison  instead  of  bein^  con6ned  in  the 
^oases  of  correction,  on  account  of  the  superior  discipline  of  this  institution  over  that 
^)f  most  of  those  establishments,  is  a  question  that  I  have  not,  at  present,  the  means  of 
^mswering. 

The  number  of  recommitments  have  not  only  not  increased  during  the  last  two  years, 
Twt  they  have  rather  diminished.  The  records  of  the  prison  show,  that  during  the 
^rears  1833  and  1834,  the  commitments  have  not  increased  from  the  native  population 
^  the  State ;  but  there  has  been  an  actual  average  decrease  of  7,  and  a  proportbnal 
decrease  of  a  fraction  over  24. 

In  the  efforts  that  are  made  to  secure  a  rigid  adherence  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
^  this  prison,  there  is  probably  much  more  difficulty  attending  the  accomplishment  of 
the  object,  than  is  usually  experienced  in  similar  institutions  which  are  favored  with  an 
'entire  arrangement  of  workshops  and  other  buildings  constructed  particularly  with  ref- 
VQce  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  such  an  establisnment.  By  enlarging  those  depart- 
ments for  labor,  which,  from  experience,  are  found  to  be  too  limited,  and  by  a  different 
location  and  arrangement  of  some  of  the  workshops  and  other  buildings,  many  inconve- 
niences would  be  removed,  and  the  discipline  could  be  enforced  stili  more  effectually 
npon  those  subjected  to  its  wholesome  restraints.  That  part  of  the  premises,  usually 
improved  for  arranging  and  disposing  of  the  different  dimensions  of  rough  granite,  is 
much  too  contracted  for  present  convenience. 

From  estimates  which  have  been  made,  it  is  presumed  that  an  addition  of  10,000  feet 
niffht  be  made  to  the  wharf,  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  years,  at  an  expense,  for  labor 
and  materials,  not  cxceedins:  |1,500,  a  sum  which  might  be  realized  trom  the  meant 
^  the  prison  treasury,  without  impairing  its  ability  to  meet  the  usual  demands  annually 
ttade  upon  it  for  the  support  of  the  establishment 
iH9bur$enuni9.—To  calsh  paid  for  provisions,  $7,946  65 ;  clothing,  3,962  97 ;  hospital 
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expeniet*  275  53;  fbel,  and  other  expenses,  2,130  68;  officers*  sdaries,  13,735^5; 
prisoners  discharged,  345  25 ;  transportation  of  convicts,  745  73 ;  sales  of  sondiy  mer 
chandize,  33  39 ;  repairs  of  real  estate,  300  04 ;  balance,  being  pro6ts,  excepting  $850, 
as  stated  in  the  foregoing  report,  7,646  28 :  total,  $37,122  06. 

Ineome.^By  stone  department,  for  profits,  $23,543  19 ;  labor,  11,631  77 ;  fees  of  ad- 
mittance, 1,013  00;  coopering  department,  217  88;  fixtures  and  tools,  49  88;  prafil 
and  loss  for  interest,  666  34 :  total,  37,122  06.     Balance,  $7,646  28. 

1834. — Physician's  Report. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  hospital  of  this  institution,  during  the  jaai 
ending  30th  September,'  1834,  is  174.  The  aggregate  number  of  days'  residence  n 
the  hospital,  has  been  2,537,  to  which  add  268  days  abated  for  trivial  complaints,  not 
requiring  residence  in  the  hospital,  we  have  2,805  days  lost  by  sickness.  In  additioa 
to  this,  the  physician  has  sometimes  advised  that  convalescents  should  for  a  time  be  on 


advice  of  the  physician,  4,242. 

Four  patients  have  died  during  the  year,  as  by  obituary  annexed.  I'he  disease  mosl 
troublesome  within  this  time  has  been  fever ;  which  prevailed  extensively  during  the 
months  of  August  and  September. 

WILLIAM  J.  WALKER,  M.D. 

Obituary. — John  Gibson,  aeed  44  years,  induration  of  psmcreas,  mesentery  fflands, 
and  extensive  disease  of  the  lungs  ;  John  W.  Bowers,  aged  33  years,  feyer ;  Tnomai 
Marr,  aged  31  years,  consumption;  Charles  White,  aged  34  years,  fever. 

1834. — Chaplain's  Report. 

The  Sabbath-school  has  been  sustained  as  in  years  past,  witli  a  great  degree  of  be- 
nevelent  interest  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  and,  it  is  hoped,  with  much  profit  to  those 
who  have  been  instructed.  The  average  number  of  teachers  has  been  about  25,  and 
that  ef  the  scholars  about  120.  The  attention  of  the  convicts  to  the  customary  public 
exercises  of  the  Sabbath  has  also,  as  a  general  thing,  been  marked,  unconstrained,  and 
exceedingly  gratifying. 

The  Cnaplain  has  also  devoted  a  large  portion  of  his  time  to  private  conversatioii 
with  the  convicts— obtaining  a  knowledge  of  their  history,  studying  their  character  and 
disposition — giving  them  individually  such  instructions,  counsel,  and  advice,  and  ad* 
ministering  such  reproof,  as  their  several  cases  seemed  peculiarly  to  demand. 

JARED  CURTIS,  Chaplain. 


1835. — Inspectors'  Report. 


Most  of  the  convicts  received  since  our  last  report  have  been  sentenced  for  violatiM«. 
of  the  rights  of  property,  and  only  14  for  deeds  of  violence  to  the  person.  Of  279  non 
in  the  prison,  59  are  foreigners,  and  43  of  them  are  under  sentences  for  larceny.  Of 
the  116  received  the  past  year,  23  are  foreigners,  and  of  them  18  are  under  sqntenow 
for  larceny. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  some,  that  every  penitentiary  is,  or  may  be  made,  a  school  fin 
moral  reform,  and  that  they  who  make  it  a  place  merely  for  punishment  perform  a  v«n 
small  pari  of  their  duty.  Few  convicts,  however  bad  they  may  be,  can  witness  jkn 
constant  efforts  made  for  their  present  and  permanent  welfare — commune  for  years.  In 
day  and  by  night,  with  their  own  thoughts  for  their  only  companions— review  agan 
and  asain  the  history  of  their  past  lives,  and  see  and  feel  the  suffering  and  disgraot 
brought  upon  them  by  wickedness  and  crime,  without  some  improvement.  Wo  feel 
assured  that  many  have  thus  been  made  better,  and  have  returned  to  society  with  iRMid 
resolutidus,  which  they  have  carried  into  execution.  Still,  we  know  how  very  difficnll 
It  must  be,  and  is,  for  a  convict  to  take  and  maintain  a  decent  rank  in  society  when  tie 
^uits  such  a  place.  The  mere  fact  that  ho  has  been  confined  in  it  will  generally  render 
It  very  difficult  for  him  to  obtain  honest  employment,  and  idleness  will  be  foUowed  by 
bod  company.  Among  the  first  persons  seen  by  a  discharged  convict  who  has  no  em- 
ployment, ar^  the  very  beings  who  were  instrumental  in  consigning  him  to  this  place, 
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tor  penoiis  of  at  bad  character.  In  roch  company,  all  the  indocementa  to  crime  ara 
again  spread  before  him  when  he  has  no  virtaons  friends  whose  advice  or  example  may 
ameld  him  from  temptation ;  and  it  is  not  matter  of  surprise  if  he  yields  to  it  When 
we  reflect  that  this  is  probably  the  situation  of  a  majority  of  those  dischai^ed  every 
year,  we  must  consider  it  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  niunoer  of  recommitments  is  so 
small,  and  that  it  affords  a  strong  proof  of  the  good  state  of  moral  discipline  in  this  inst>» 
tation.  Still  it  is  a  subject  deserving  the  most  serious  attention  of  the  friends  of  hn- 
manity,  to  ascertain  what  can  be  done  for  the  convict  when  he  quits  the  penitentiary. 
Perhaps,  at  the  present  time,  legislation  cannot  effect  much;  but  the  wise  and  good 
men,  who  have  successfully  labored  to  improve  the  places  of  confinement  for  the  in- 
sane, for  the  poor  debtor  and  for  the  criminal,  have  here  a  field  open  for  their  exertions, 
in  which  we  believe  a  harvest  may  be  gathered  of  praise  for  themselves,  and  security 
and  happiness  for  the  wretched. 

In  determining  the  value  of  the  property  belonsing  to  the  prison,  the  usual  mode  has 
been  adopted  of  having  it  appraised  by  persons  ofcompetent  skill,  wholly  disinterested, 
snd  whose  judgment  is  entitled  to  full  confidence.  Since  the  year  1831,  no  funds  have 
been  drawn  from  the  public  treasury  for  the  prison. 

Most  of  the  occupations  of  the  convicts  are  such  as  they  may  pursue  with  advantage 
after  they  quit  the  prison. 

The  business  done  in  the  stone  department  has  many  advantages.  It  is  healthful ; 
those  engaged  in  it  are  easily  kept  under  constant  and  close  inspection ;  it  is  a  profita- 
ble employment  for  them  when  they  leave  the  prison ;  and  it  is  more  lucrative  than 
any  other  pursued  here. 

As  the  prison  is  carefully  examined  by  one  of  the  Inspectors  every  week,  and  by 
all  of  them  every  month,  it  is  not  easy  for  any  mismanagement  or  neglect  of  duty  to 
exist  long  without  our  knowledge. 

JOHN  R.  ADAN,         ^ 

S.  LELAND,  }  Inspectors. 

CHARLES  WELLS,    J 

1835. — Warden's  Report. 

In  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  law,  the  Warden  has  the  honor  to  submit  a 
statement  of  the  general  afi'airs  of  the  State  Prison. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison  October  1,  1834,  277  ;  received 
during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1835,  116;  convict  retaken  who  escaped  in 
1834, 1 :  total,  394.  Discharged  from  prison  during  the  year,  by  expiration  of  sentence, 
99 ;  by  remission  of  sentence,  13 ;  died,  3 :  total,  115.  Remaining  in  prison  Septem- 
ber 30,  1835,  279. 

Age$  of  those  in  priton.—lJ nder  20  years,  19 ;  20  to  25,  63  ;  25  to  30,  63  ;  30  to  35, 
49;  35  to  40,26;  40  to  45,28;  45  to  50,  12;  50  to  55.  6;  55  to  60,  6 ;  60  to  65,  4; 
ro  to  75,  1 ;  75  to  80,  2. 

Terms  of  Sentences. — 8  months,  1 ;  1  year,  27  :  1  year  and  6  months,  5 ;  1  year  and 

10  months,  1 ;  2  years,  43 ;  2  years  and  6  months,  2 ;  3  years,  49 ;  3  years  and  1  month, 
2 ;  8  years  and  6  months,  2  ;  4  years,  36 ;  4  years  and  3  months,  1 ;  5  years,  28 ;  5 
years  and  6  mtmths,  1 ;  6  years,  10 ;  7  years,  16 ;  8  years,  4  ;  9  years,  2 ;  10  years,  12 ; 

11  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  12  years,  2  ;  14  years,  1 ;  15  years,  3 ;  17  years,  1 ;  20  yeara, 
4;  daring  natural  life,  25. 

Crimes. — Murder,  sentence  commmuted,  3 ;  manslaughter,  4 ;  assault,  with  intent 
to  murder,  1 1  ;  robbery,  1 ;  assault,  with  intent  to  rob,  3  ;  attempt  to  poison,  1 ;  arson, 
2 ;  burslary,  21 ;  attempt  to  rape,  7 ;  adultery,  4 ;  polygamy,  1 ;  bigamy,  2 ;  bestiality, 
1 ;  lewd  exposure  of  person,  1 ;  passing,  or  having  in  possession  with  intent  to  pass,  coun- 
terfeit money,  17 ;  forgery,  16 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 ;  obtaining  goods  under  false 
pretences,  3 ;  larceny,  173 ;  common  and  notorious  theft,  6 ;  escaping  from  house  of 
correction  in  Suffolk  county,  1. 

States  and  courUries  of  which  they  are  natives. — Maine,  12  ;  New  Hampshire,  36 ; 
Massachusetts,  113;  Vermont,  11;  Rhode  Island.  S  i  Connecticut,  9;  New  York,  14; 
New  Jersey,  2 ;  Pennsylvania,  4 ;  Delaware,  1 ;  Maryland,  3  ;  District  of  Columbia,  2 ; 
Virginia,  2 ;  Ohio,  1 ;  Louisiana,  2 ;  Missouri,  1 ;  Florida,  1 ;  British  Provinces  in  North 
America,  7;  West  Indies,  I ;  England,  11 ;  Scotland,  3  ;  Ireland,  33  ;  France,  1 ;  Hol- 
land, 1 ;  Germany,  1 ;  Africa,  1.  Foreigners,  59  ;  Americans,  220 :  total,  279.  Of  the 
convicts  remaining  in  prison,  18  are  negroes  and  14  mulattoes. 

Employment. — Stonecutters,  86;  carpenters,  3;  team  hands,  12 ;  tool  grinders,  4; 
blacksmiths,  26 ;   wluteamiths,  3 ;   shoemakers,  10;  cabinetmakers,  43;  upholBterat% 
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9;  bnubmakert,  81;  ooopen,  3;  liatten,7 ;  tnnnen,  5 ;  tttlon, 7 ;  ocxddng, 
aod  baking,  11 ;  waiters  and  messengen,  3 ;  barbers,  2 ;  sweepers  in  new  priMH 
wood  sawyers  and  lampers,  4  ;  invalids  on  light  labor,  2  ;  superannuated,  1 ;  in  i 
1 ;  attendants  in  hospital,  2 ;  patients  in  hospital,  12. 

Crimet  of  thote  ierUeneed  for  /»/«.— Murder,  sentence  commuted,  3 ;  arson,  1;  ! 
beiy,  1 :  burslar^,  7  ;  passing,  or  having  in  possession  with  intent  to  pass,  cooatA 
money,  4 ;  additional  sentence,  for  havmg  baen  convicted  and  sentenced  three  di 
eut  times  to  this  prison,  9 :  total,  25. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  convicts  received  from  each  county  Aa 
year,  and  also  what  portion  of  them  are  foreigners,  or  native  citizens  of  this,  or  the  oi 
States  of  the  Union. 


COUHTfEa 

No.  Received. 

Foreigiien. 

Natiresof 
other  States. 

Natives  of  f 

Suffolk, 

36 

12 

14 

10 

Essex, 

6 

2 

Middlesex, 

25 

5 

14 

Hampshire, 

2 

2 

Plymouth, 

o 

1 

Bristol, 

13 

1 

5 

Barnstable, 

1 

1 

Worcester, 

.      13 

1 

3 

Berkshire, 

4 

2 

1 

Norfolk, 

6 

1 

4 

Franklin,     . 

1 

1 

Hampden,  . 

5 

3 

Nantucket,  . 

2 

I 

1 

116 

23 

51 

42 

ReeomTmtmentt.^-'&econd  time  committed.  11 ;  third  time  committed,  2 :  total,  1 

The  concerns  of  the  prison  have  progressed  with  their  accustomed  regularity  tba  ] 
year. 

Industry  has  not  been  permitted  to  slacken  its  hand,  and  good  order  and  obedic 
have  been  at  all  times  ooaintaiued.  It  is  gratiiying  to  remark  that  this  state  of  ihi 
is  not  securedl)y  the  hope  of  reward  or  the  flrantiug  of  indulgences,  nor  is  it  by 
mere  exercise  of  arbitrary  power — breaking  down  the  mind  and  will  of  the  conviol 
painful  privations  or  corporal  sufferings.  It  is  rathor  the  result  of  a  healthful  mi 
mfluence. 

Pursuant  to  a  resolve,  passed  at  the  first  session  of  tho  present  Legislature,  the  ba 
ing  occupied  by  the  blacksmiths  has  been  enlarged  and  repaired,  in  a  manner  am 
lated  to  afford  greater  facilities  in  the  performance  of  labor— better  means  of  inspaot 
and  oversight,  and  more  comfort  to  those  employed  therein.  The  labor  was  peinn 
by  the  convicts,  and  a  valuable  addition  has  been  made  to  the  prison  proper^,  at 
expense  for  materials  of  $499  44. 

It  has  often  been  a  subject  of  remark,  that  this  institution,  in  regard  to  the  wt 
shops,  and  some  of  the  other  buildings,  suffers  in  comparison  vrith  the  best  regida 
establishments  of  a  similar  character,  m  other  States. 

The  limited  extent  of  the  lands  do  not  afford  a  good  opportunity  for  necessaiy 
provements ;  still,  some  improvements  in  buildings  might  be  made  within  the  prai 
mclosure,  and  it  is  to  he  hoped  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  will,  ere  low, 
thorize  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  so  desirable  and  necessary  lor  the  promoi 
of  good  order  and  discipline. 

With  a  view  to  avoid  competition  with  mechanical  labor  in  this  vicinity,  efforia  h 
been  made  to  secure  the  means  of  emplo3ring  the  convicts  from  distant  parts  of  i 
country.  A  large  portion  of  our  contracts,  therefore,  for  furnishing  luunmered  graa 
have  of  late  years  been  obtained  in  this  way. 

Several  accounts  remain  open,  and  are  subject  to  charges  and  expenses,  whioh 
closed  at  this  time,  woidd  materially  lessen  the  balance  exhibited  in  the  schedola 
disbursements  and  income.  It  is  coniudered  that  the  sum  of  $1,464  94  is  amplj  m 
cient  to  meet  all  thoae  charges  and  expenses,  aod  also  to  oover  any  liability  on 
(^doobtfbl  debts  contractea  the  past  year. 
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J  tins  Kun  from  the  nominal  balance  of  profits,  it  will  appear  that  the  inati* 
tatkm  baa  gained  $7,000  the  past  year. 

JHsbunementi. — Cash  paid  for  provisions,  $8,505  72 ;  clothing,  3,263  97 ;  hospitd 
expenses,  313  63;  iiiel  and  other  expenses,  2,006  66;  prisoners  discharged,  411  2^; 
officers'  salaries,  14,066  55 ;  transportation  of  prisoners,  933  72 ;  sales  of  sundry  mer- 
chandize, 8  52;  fixtures  and  tools,  28  32;  repairs  of  real  estate,  1,244  96;  balance, 
being  profits,  excepting  the  sum  of  1,464  94,  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  report, 
8,464   94  :  total,  $39,248  27. 

Income. — Stone  department,  $25,590  62 ;  labor,  12,216  86 ;  fees  of  admittance, 
1,163  25 ;  profit  and  loss,  277  54 :  total.  $39,248  27. 

CHARLES  LINCOLN,  Warden,  Mass.  8.  P, 


1835. — Chaplain's  Report. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  undisturbed  ouiet  The  hum  of  systematic  and  well- 
directed  industry  has  been  constantly  heard  anring  the  hours  appropriated  to  labor, 
and  the  strict,  though  wholesome  and  salutary,  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institotion, 
have,  with  as  little  variation  as  can  reasonably  be  expected,  maintained  their  ascen* 
dency.  and  secured  the  results  designed  and  anticipated.  It  must  therefore  be  most 
obvious,  that  such  a  state  of  thines  could  not  be  produced  and  habitually  maintained 
without  a  constant  and  untiring  vigilance  and  fidehty  on  the  part  of  the  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  institution,  and  of  those  who  are  employed  in  subordinate  stations,  subject 
to  his  direction  and  control. 

Private  conversations  have  been  almost  daily  had  with  more  or  less  of  the  prisoners. 

Momins  and  evening  of  every  day  in  the  week,  the  Sabbath  excepted,  the  Scriptures 

are  read,  and  prayers  offered  in  the  chapel,  at  which  time  all  the  convicts  are  assembled 

who  are  able  to  attend.      On  every  Sabbath  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  and 

September,  there  are  two  public  religious  services  in  the  chapel ;  the  one  at  about  8 

o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  the. other  at  about  5  o'clock,  P.  M.       This  course  has  been  adopted 

during  thete  three  months,  that  the  prisoners,  during  the  warmest  and  usually  the  most 

«ickly  part  of  the  year,  may  e^joy  greater  advantages  for  air  and  exercise  than  are 

fband  necessary  at  other  seasons.     In  all  other  parts  of  the  year,  the  morning  of  the 

Sabbath  is  occupied  by  the  services  and  instructions  of  the  Sabbath  school,  in  which 

^re  anembled  about  one-half  of  the  whole  number  of  the  convicts. 

Here  many,  who  were  unable  to  read  at  all  when  they  entered  the  prison,  are  tau^t 
to  read  the  Scriptures  of  divine  truth.  Many  others  who  could  barely  read,  and  whose 
tninds  were  darkened  by  iffuorance,  have  been  greatly  improved  ana  enlio^htened. 

This  school  b  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  ^e  Chaplain,  although  either 
the  Warden  or  his  deputy,  and  one  subordinate  officer  of  the  prison  are  always  present. 
The  school  is  instructed  by  from  twenty  to  thirty  suitably  qualified  individuals,  who 
from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  according  to  previous  arrangement,  attend  for  that  purpose. 
At  12  o'clock,  after  the  close  ot  the  exercises  of  the  Sabbath  school,  the  labors  pf 
the  sanctuary  .commence,  when  all  the  prisoners  are  required  to  attend.  After  the 
dose  of  these  services,  the  prisoners  return  to  their  cells,  where  every  man  has  a 
3ible,  and  where  he  is  left  to  his  own  reflections  until  the  dawn  of  the  ensuing 
morning  shall  summon  him  to  his  accustomed  labor. 

JARED  CURTIS,  Chaplain,  Mass.  S.  P. 

1835. — Physician's  Report. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  hospital  of  this  institution,  during  the  yacr 
^Sliding  September  30,  1835,  is  163.  The  aggregate  number  of  days'  residence  in  hos- 
pital, 2,996.  In  addition  to  this,  281  days'  labor  have  been  abated  by  the  advice  of 
the  Physician,  for  slight  accidents,  and  sickness  of  short  continuance,  miaking  the  whola 
loaa  of  labor  charee&le  to  the  hospital,  3,277  days. 

Three  patients  have  died  during  the  year,  namely,  October  4, 1834,  John  Quinn,  aged 
33  years,  of  fever.  On  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  William  Fowler,  aged  25  years,  of 
phthisis  pulmonalis.  September  21,  1835,  Ebenezer  Shannon,  aged  47  years,  of 
phthisis  pulmonalis. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  year,  there  existed  in  the  hospital  several  cases  of  typhus  fe- 
ver of  somewhat  aggravated  type.  The  same  disease  in  a  mitigated  form  has  been 
tnore  or  less  prevalent  during  the  year,  yet  has  it  proved  fiUal  in  one  case  only.  The 
treatment  pursued  has  been  by  no  means  active,  and  the  Physician  attributes  sucosnf 
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more  to  an  early  reaort  to  treatment,  to  the  rest  and  quiet  which  have  haeii  aflbidad 
the  fidL  in  thia  institution,  and  to  the  perfect  control  which  is  held  over  the  appetitH^ 
excitements,  and  injudicious  iodulsences  which  the  sick  in  private  life  are  snfa^jeetad  Id 
by  those  about  them,  than  to  any  drugs  administered. 

WILLIAM  J.  WALKER,  Phyiician,  Maaa.  S.  P. 


1836. — Inspectors'  Report. 


The  number  of  convicts  now  in  the  prison  is  about  the  same  as  has  been  found  hen 
at  this  season,  during  the  last  three  years,  but  is  much  less  than  the  average  number 
on  every  30ih  day  of  September  during  the  last  sixteen  years.  When  we  consider  diis 
&ct,  the  very  small  number  of  recommitments,  only  seven  for  the  past  year,  and 
the  great  increase  of  our  population,  we  find  strong  and  gratifying  evidence  that  the 
amount  of  crime  decreases.  We  think  this  decrease  may  be  attributed  partly  to  the 
system  of  discipline  in  this  place,  which  reforms  some,  gives  habits  of  industry  and  obe- 
dience to  mure,  and  deters  must  convicts  from  the  commission  of  crimes  which  may 
lead  tu  their  recommitment.  But  other  causes  are  also  in  oi)eration  to  diminish  tM 
amount  of  crime.  Among  the  most  effectual,  are  the  success  of  the  cause  of  tem(>eranc8, 
the  establishment  of  institutions  for  the  care,  protecdun,  and  education  of  the  poitr-^ 
for  the  rational  punishment  and  reformation  of  juvenile  offenders — and  the  efibrti 
made  to  assist  the  poor,  in  the  best  possible  mode,  by  giving  them  tlie  means  of  earn- 
ing an  honest  livehhood.  This  diminution  of  crime  is  also  to  be  attributed,  in  no  small 
degree,  to  the  general  prosperity  of  our  country.  Should  that  prosperity  cease,  fine 
number  of  the  poor,  the  idle,  and  the  intemperate  will  increase,  ana  the  number  of 
prisoners  in  our  penitentiary  and  jails  will  increase  also. 

In  an  institution  of  this  kind,  it  is  desirable  to  know  the  average  daily  ezpenae  of 
maintaining  each  prisoner.  Charging  them  with  their  food,  clothinc,  the  hospital  es- 
penses,  fuel,  salaries  of  oflScers,  moneys  paid  on  the  transportation  and  on  the  diachano 
of  prisoners,  and  for  repairs,  the  expense  per  man  was  about  34  cents,  8  mills,  in  rae 
year  ending  30th  September,  1835,  and  about  38  cents,  8  mills,  in  the  year  ending  30th 
September,  1836.  The  daily  expense  per  man,  for  food  and  clothing  only,  w^ere  aboat 
11  cents,  3  mills,  in  the  first  of  said  years, — and  about  11  cents,  4  mills,  the  la:it  year. 

On  the  night  of  the  17th  day  of  September  last,  seven  prisoners  effected  their  escape 
from  the  hospital,  one  of  whom  has  been  re-taken,  and  is  now  at  labor  in  the  priaon. 
It  appears  that  thia  eacape  was  effected  by  means  of  false  keys. 

The  nominal  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  prison  is  $17,48.')  74.  From  this,  the  aom 
of  $1,813  33  is  deducted  on  account  of  unsettled  demands ;  and  we  have  also  deemed  it 
prudent  to  make  a  farther  deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent.,  or  $2,244  16  from  the  appraiaed 
value  of  the  stone,  as  we  apprehend  a  decline  in  the  value  of  that  article.  But  after 
these  deductions,  there  still  remains  the  sum  of  $13,428  25,  as  the  net  gain  of  the  priaon 
on  the  business  of  the  last  year. 

The  Ledslature,  at  its  last  session,  appropriated  $3,000  for  filling  up  part  of  the  flata 
adjoining  ue  yard.  It  is  probable  that  the  flats  may  be  filled  up  in  part  during  the  en- 
snmg  year. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  a  conditional  act  was  passed  for  adding 
$50  per  annum  to  the  salary  of  each  turnkey  and  watchman, — and  also  allowing  fan. 
to  the  officers  residing  within  the  precincts  of  the  prison.  We  respectfully  reconunend 
that  this  addition  to  those  salaries  be  made  wUhoui  condition. 

The  annual  salary  of  each  turnkey  is  now  $550,  and  that  of  each  watchman  ia  400. 

The  law  prohibits  every  officer,  (excepting  the  inspcHstors,  physician,  and  chafdatn,) 
from  engaging  in  any  other  employment.  The  services  required  of  the  watchmen  ana 
turnkeys  are  arduous.  Every  watchman  must  be  on  the  walls  one  day  out  of  two 
through  the  year,  and  frequently  on  the  night  watch.  When  not  on  guard,  they  art 
constantly  employed  in  some  service  for  the  prison ;— and,  like  all  other  officera,  nmat 
attend  to  any  duty  which  the  warden  or  his  depute  may  assign  to  them.  All  Aa 
watchmen  and  turnkeys  must  be  in  the  prison  soon  after  sunrise,  and  remain  there  till 
night,  excepting  that  about  thirty  minutes  are  allowed  them  at  each  meal. 

llfich  turnkey  is  oflen  on  duty  as  a  watchman  during  part  of  the  night,  aUd  soma 
of  them  is  constantly  in  the  guard-room  by  day  and  by  night. 

A  turnkey  is  placed  as  an  overseer  of  the  convicta  in  each  workshop,  and  ha 
never  leave  them  while  they  are  there,  nnleaa  relieved  by  another  oflSoer.     To  dirset 
labor,  he  moat  be  well  acquainted  with  the  bnnneaa  dona  for  the  inatimtioo  In 
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Ut  deptrtnient  To  ■ecore  their  good  behavior,  silence,  and  cooaluit  industry,  and 
to  prevent  their  ii^aring  or  destroying  any  property  intnuted  to  them,  his  vigilaiKW 
mast  be  onceasing.  He  most  suffer  no  conversation  among  them  unless  by  his  pennia- 
sion  and  in  his  presence ;  for  that  wonld  encoorage  idleness,  lessen  the  severity  of  their 
ponishment,  and  give  facilities  for  them  to  demoralize  each  other,  and  arrange  plans  for 
mutiny.  Though  they  labor  together,  they  must  never  converse,  excepting  under  the 
restrictions  we  have  mentioned.  Tins  is  one  of  the  most  important  principles  in  the 
discipline  of  the  place.  The  turnkey  can  hold  no  conversation  with  a  convict  except 
to  direct  him  in  his  labor.  If  he  or  any  other  officer  receive  any  gratuity  from  a  con- 
vict or  his  friends,  or  if  he  grant  him  any  favor,  it  is  a  serious  ofience.  These  officers, 
(like  all  others  here,)  must  nave  perfect  self-command.  If  a  prisoner  is  careless,  indo- 
lent, refractory,  or  even  insolent,  the  turnkey  or  watchman  can  only  report  him  to  th« 
warden  that  he  may  punish  him.  No  inferior  officer  can  strike  a  convict  unless  in  sell^ 
defence.  Every  officer  most  be  a  person  of  perfectiy  correct  habits.  His  whole  de- 
portment must  be  such  a^  to  have  a  ^ood  influence  on  the  prisoners.  One  officer  of 
mimoral  habits,  or  who  speaks  with  disrespect  of  any  of  the  officen  of  the  institution, 
or  of  its  discipline,  will  exert  a  bad  influence  over  the  convicts  under  his  care,  whioli 
cannot  be  counteracted.  In  conclusion,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  officer  to  watch  every 
person  within  its  precincts,  to  report,  without  delay,  to  the  inspectors  and  warden 
whatever  comes  to  his  knowledge  prejudicial  to  it,  and  to  endeavor,  by  all  his  words 
and  actions,  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  to  secure  Uie  wel&re  and  promote  the  objects 
of  the  institution. 

Such  are  the  requisitions  in  regard  to  these  officen ;  and  the  welfare  of  the  instito- 
tion  demands  a  stnct  and  full  compliance  with  all  of  them.  It  must  be  obvious  that 
these  persons  roust  be  men  of  character  and  abilities,— that  great  confidence  is  reposed 
in  them,  and  that  their  duties  are  numerous  and  severe.  We  think  that,  at  this  time, 
their  salaries  are  not  an  adequate  compensation  for  their  services.  We  cannot  beUavo 
parsimony  on  this  subject  to  be  sound  policy ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  defeat 
the  great  objects  of  the  institution,,  whether  we  regard  the  reformation  and  moral  weU 
fare  of  the  prisoners,  or  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  State. 

We  also  ask  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  the  prison, 
which  is  $800  per  annum,  and  which  we  think  insufficient.  The  clerk  is  required  to 
be  in  the  prison  or  on  duties  connected  with  his  office,  from  an  early  hour  in  the  morn- 
ing until  the  evening.  During  this  time  he  is  constantiy  occupied  in  keeping  the 
books,  collecting  debts,  settiing  accounts,  etc.,  and  is  liable,  by  day  and  by  nigot,  to  be 
called  to  perform  any  duty  which  the  interest  of  the  prison  may  require.  From  a 
careful  examination  and  consideration  of  his  services,  we  are  of  opinion  that  some  addi- 
tion should  be  made  to  his  salary. 

JOHN  R.  ADAN,       ) 

S.  LELAND,  >  Inspectors 

CHARLES  WELLS,  ) 


1886. — Warden's  Report. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  October  1,  1835,  279 ;  whole 
number  of  convicts  received  into  prison  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1886, 
97 :  total,  376.  Discharged  from  prison  during  the  year  endins  September  30.  1836 : 
by  expiration  of  sentence,  81 ;  by  remission  of  sentence,  6 ;  by  psrdon,  1 ;  died,  4 ; 
escaped  and  not  retaken,  6  :  total,  98.     Remaining  in  prison  September  30.  1836.  278. 

AgcM  of  those  in  Pr»«on.— Under  20  years,  14  ;  29  to  2.5,  65  ;  25  to  30,  65 ;  30  to  35, 
42;  35  to40.34;  40  to  45,  24 ;  45  to  50, 12 ;  50  to  55,  10;  55  to  60,  6  ;  60  to  65,  3; 
70  to  75,  1 ;  and  over  75,  2. 

Term  of  Sentences. — 8  months,  1 ;  1  year,  20 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  4  ;  2  years,  37 ; 
2  years  and  3  months,  1 ;  2  years  and  6  months,  4 ;  2  years  and  9  months,  1 ;  3  years, 
52  ;  3  yean  and  1  month,  1 ;  3  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  4  years,  37  ;  5  years,  28 ;  5 
years  and  6  months,  3  ;  6  years,  15 ;  6  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  7  yean,  17 ;  8  years,  3 ; 
9  yean,  3;  10  years,  14;  11  yean,  1 ;  11  yean  and  6  months,  1;  12  yean,  2;  14 
yean,  1 ;  15  yean,  3 ;  17  yean,  1 ;  20  yean,  3 ;  and  during  natural  life,  23. 

Crimes. — Murder,  punishment  commuted,  3 ;  manslaughter,  7  ;  assault,  with  intent 
to  murder,  8;  robbery,  2 ;  assault,  with  intent  to  rob,  2 ;  attempt  to  poison,  1 ;  arson, 
2 ;  burglary,  19  ;  attempt  to  rape,  6 ;  adultery,  3 ;  polygamy,  1 ;  bigamy,  3 ;  passing, 
or  having  m  possession  with  intent  to  pass,  counterfeit  money,  11;  forgery.  18;  re- 
ceiving stolen  ^oods,  2 ;  obtaining  goods  by  false  pretences,  2 ;  felonious  assault,  1 ; 
malicioos  bnmmg,  2 ;  breaking  a  house  in  the  night  time,  1 ;  breaking  a  house  in  th» 
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day  time,  1 ;  embeulement  and  larceny,  1 ;  aaaanlt  and  battery,  with  intent  to 
a  larceny,  1 ;  attempt  to  steal,  1 ;  common  and  notorions  theft,  7 ;  larceny,  173. 

Places  of  Nativity. — Maine,  12;  New  Hamnahire,  28;  Nfaasachuaetta,  118;  Vw- 
mont,  11 ;  Bbode  laUnd,  8;  'Connecticut,  10;  New  York,  11 ;  New  Jersey,  1;  Penn- 
sylvania, 6 ;  Maryland,  4 ;  Virginia,  2 ;  Ohio,  1 ;  Louisiana,  2 ;  Missouri,  1 ;  District  of 
Columbia.  2  ;  Florida,  1 ;  British  Provinces  in  North  America.  7 ;  England,  15;  Ire- 
land, 30 ;  Scotland,  2 ;  France,  1 ;  West  Indies,  2 ;  Carthagena,  1 ;  Germany,  2 :  for- 
eigners. 60 ;  Americans,  218. 

Employment. — Stonecutters,  85 ;  carpenters,  4 ;  team  bauds,  16 ;  tool  grinders,  3 ; 
blacksmiths,  21;  whitesmiths,  4;  shoemakers,  13;  cabinetmakers,  46;  upholster- 
ers, 6 ;  hatters,  10 ;  tinmen,  5 ;  tailors,  4 ;  coopers,  3 ;  brushinakers,  22 ;  cooking, 
washing  and  baking,  10 ;  waiters  and  messengers,  3 ;  bu'bers,  2 ;  sweepers  in  solitaiy 
prison,  2 ;  wood  sawyers  and  lumpers,  5 ;  invalid,  on  light  labor,  1 ;  superannuated,  1 ; 
m  solitary  confinement,  3 ;  blind,  1 ;  attendant  in  hospital,  1 ;  patients  in  hospital,  7. 

Of  the  convicts  in  prison,  18  are  negroes,  and  10  are  mulattoes. 

This  institution  was  first  opened  for  the  reception  of  convicts  on  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1805. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  received  from  that  date  to  the  30th  September,  1836, 
is  2,968.  The  whole  number  discharged  during  that  period  of  time,  by  expiration  of 
seutence,  order  of  court,  or  who  had  escaped,  is  2,072.  The  whole  number  discharged 
by  pardon,  or  remission  of  seutence,  is  458.  The  whole  number  deceased,  is  160. 
Remaining  in  prison  September  30,  1836,  278 :  total.  $2,968. 

The  amtirs  of  the  prison  are  in  a  condition,  at  this  time,  not  less  &vorable  and  grati- 
fying than  it  has  been  our  privilem  to  represent  them  in  former  reports.  A  high  state 
of  order  and  subordination  prevails  in  every  department.  The  officers  are  faithful  and 
attentive  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  and  the  convicts  generally,  are  obedient,  orderly  and 
industrious.  The  laws,  rules,  and  regulations  are  duly  observed,  and  the  police  n^ii> 
lations  continue  to  be  sustained  in  a  very  satis&ctory  manner.  This  discipline,  how- 
ever, continues  to  be  kept  up  under  the  disadvantage  of  inconvenient  and  badly  con- 
structed workshops,  anci  of  accommodations  for  the  sick,  which  are  but  little,  if  any 
better  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  establishment.  Probably  there  is  not  one  of  tha 
well  regulated  penitentiaries  in  our  country  that  is  subjected  to  so  much  inconvenience, 
with  respect  to  buildings,  as  is  felt  in  this  institutiou.  For  several  years  past  the  pub- 
ho  mind  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  interested  in  the  subject  of  peuitentiariea. 
Two  systems  of  discipline  and  modes  of  confinement  are  now  in  the  full  tide  of  experi- 
ment :  that  which  was  first  introduced  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  under  wnicfa 
the  convicts  labor  in  solitude, — and  the  Auburn  system,  established  in  the  State  of 
New  York,— in  cenformity  to  which  this  institntifm  is  now  governed.  Each  of  thote 
systems  has  its  ardent  advocates,  and  each  its  opponents ;  both  of  them  have  some  ob- 
jectional  features  in  their  organization,  bat  both  afford  great  opportunities  for  the  moral 
unprovement  of  their  inmates.  Which  of  the  two  will  be  found  by  experience  to  pro- 
duce the  most  favorable  and  permanent  moral  results,  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  that 
unfortunate  class  of  our  fellow-beings  who  shall  from  time  to  time  be  subjected  to  their 
restraints,  time  alone  can  determine.  The  experiment,  it  is  believed,  has  not  yet  been 
of  sufficient  duration  to  enable  the  impartial  philanthropist  to  decide  the  question  wi& 
strict  justice  to  each.  It  is  a  question,  however,  of  some  importance  to  the  chaiactsr 
of  this  Commonwealth,  whether  this  institution  is  possessed  of  all  the  advantages  it  b 
capable  of  receiving,  to  enable  it  to  meet  the  competition  successfully,  or  whether  fait- 
ther  improvements,  in  buildings,  would  not  place  it  on  still  higher  ground,  and  aecme 
to  it  a  rank  second  to  none  in  me  country.  Of  this,  however,  the  wisdom  of  the  Le- 
gislature is  most  competent  to  decide. 

It  will  appear,  by  reference  to  the  schedule  of  disbursements  and  income  at  the  cloee 
of  this  report,  that  the  financial  concerns  of  the  prison,  for  the  past  year,  have  resolted 
most  &vorabIy  for  the  interests  of  the  institution.  The  balance  of  profits,  after  paying 
all  the  expenses  of  the  prison,  including  repairs  of  real  estate,  exceeds  the  resnlt  of  any 
previous  year  since  the  first  establishment  of  the  institution. 

A  circumstance,  which,  while  it  favored  the  prison  treasury,  resulted,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  in  a  considerable  loss  on  the  part  of  those  who  furnished  the  supplies.  The 
contracts  of  a  similar  kind  are  not  at  present  quite  so  favorable.  The  lowest  bid  for 
supplying  rations  will  increase  the  cost,  if  it  shall  be  continued  through  the  year,  fbr 
the  articles  of  subsistence  alone,  to  an  estimated  amount,  exceeding  three  thousand  Brm 
hundred  dollars ;  other  articles  of  supply  have  also  advanced  in  price,  compared  with 
those  of  the  last  year. 

I>M^r«ciii0fi<«.— Cash  paid  fbr  proririosf,  |7,884  29;  clothing,  4,164  11 ;   hoapitil 
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^zpenacB,  331  10 ;  fuel  and  oilier  expenies,  3,610  75 ;  prisonen  discharged,  346  2S ; 
oflScers*  wlarieR,  14,300  00  ;  transportation  of  prisoners,  781  04 ;  sales  of  sundry  mer- 
^mndize,  11  42  ;  repairs  of  real  estate,  571  71 ;  amount  of  unsettled  demands,  1,813  33 ; 
TwUinoe,  being  pronts  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1836,  13.428  25 :  totd. 
^7,182  25. 

Income. — By  stone  department,  $30,193  61 ;    labor,  14,685  05  ;   fees  of  admittHDoe, 
1,353  00;  fixtures  and  tools,  71  12  :  profit  and  loss.  879  47 :  total,  $47,182  25. 

CHARLES  LINCOLN,  Jr.,  Warden. 


1836. — Physician's  Report. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  prison  hospital,  during  the  year  ending  30di 
September,  1836,  is  149.  Of  this  number,  4  have  dial,  viz: — on  the  14th  of  October, 
1835,  William  H.  Rhea,  aged  24  years,  of  pulmonary  consumption;  on  the  11th  of 
November,  1835,  Milton  Brown,  aged  18  years,  of  apoplexy ;  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1835,  Arthur  Conway,  aged  21  years,  of  pulmonary  consumption;  and  on  the  10th 
of  June,  1836,  Thomas  Luther,  aged  32  years,  of  empyema. 

The  aggregate  number  of  days'  residence  in  the  hospital,  has  been  2,472 ;  to  tbia, 
add  196  oays  lost  by  invalids,  and  we  have,  as  the  aggregate  loss  of  labor  on  account 
of  sickness,  during  the  year,  2,668  days. 

The  experience  of  some  years  now  warrants  the  belief,  that  many  of  the  causes  of 
disease  in  this  institution  have  been  developed  and  obviated ;  that  the  diet  prescribed 
by  law  is  healthy  and  judicious ;  and  finally,  that  the  lodging  and  clothins,  as  now 
practised,  is  at  once  such  as  humanity,  and  a  just  regard  to  economy  and  reiormation 
of  vice  would  seem  to  dictate. 

WILLIAM  J.  WALKER,  Phyncian. 


1837. — Inspectors'  Report. 

During  the  past  year,  the  whole  number  of  convicts  has  never  exceeded  303,  nor 
been  less  than  275. 

The  financial  operations  of  the  year  have  resulted  in  a  deficit  of  $2,773  64.  But  if 
we  credit  the  institution  with  the  amount  of  cash  paid  from  its  own  treasury  for  the 
new  workshop,  $2,013  73,  and  for  repairs  of  real  estate,  $1,566  72,  there  has  been  a 
net  gain  of  $806  81.  The  expenditures  have  been  hea\'ier,  and  the  income  much  less, 
during  the  past  than  in  the  preceding  year.  That  excess  of  expenditure  has  been  for 
rations,  $3,851  67,  for  ofiicers'  salaries,  $2,228  29,  and  in  the  department  of  real  estate, 
$3,008  74,  while  the  net  income  from  the  stone  department  during  the  same  time  has 
been  $10,328  64  less  than  in  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1836. 

The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  has  generally  been  very  satisfactory.  They  have  been 
obedient,  indn«rriou8,  and  have  yielded  without  hesitation  to  the  discipline  of  the  place. 
But  there  Hn-  always  a  few  whose  violence  and  obstinacy  cannot  be  wholly  subdued 
so  as  to  seem  k  their  uniform  good  behavior.  Those  who  know  most,  generally  behave 
best,  and  cause  least  trouble.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  persons  confined 
here  are  very  shrewd  and  intelligent  A  few  of  them  nave  shown  courage  and  inge- 
nnity  in  the  commission  of  crimes.  Their  evil  deeds  have  obtained  for  them  some  no- 
toriety, and  have  led  many  to  believe  that  most  of  the  prisoners  are  also  daring,  shrewd, 
and  well-informed.  But  it  is  not  so.  Many  of  them  are  extremely  ignorant,  and  can- 
not  even  read  and  write.  A  well-educated  person  is  seldom  seen  here.  There  is  not 
a  graduate  of  any  college  among  the  convicts,  excepting  one  fix)m  England.  Good  edn- 
cation,  self-respect,  deference  to  public  opinion,  and  regard  for  the  feelings  of  friends, 
are  as  close  companions  as  ignorance,  bad  company,  and  intemperance.  And  the  first 
as  certainly  secure  obedience  to  the  laws  as  the  laist  lead  on  to  crime  and  ignominiont 
punishment. 

There  is  evidence,  on  which  we  can  rely,  that  many  who  have  been  confined  hero 
have  abandoned  their  former  evil  courses,  engaged  in  respectable  pursuits,  and  are  now 
worthy  nnembers  of  society,  leading  exemplary  lives.  Such  men  should  be  encour- 
aged and  be  made  to  feel  that  the  community  consider  they  have  paid  the  penalty  of 
tfieir  offences  by  Uieir  imprisonment  here,  and  that  they  re-enter  the  world  with  a  fair 
opportunity  to  earn  and  maintain  a  good  character.  We  doubt  if  the  public  think  seri- 
ously enough  of  this.   We  believe  that  many  a  caae  of  relapse  oocura  among  discbar|2^ 
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ooBvictB  becaute  Haej  find  no  enconragement  giren  to  their  first  and  honaft  eodaavon 
to  do  well  and  and  earn  an  honest  livelihood. 

Daring  the  past  year,  a  committee  of  the  Legislatare  made  a  thoroogb  ezaminatioB 
of  the  treatment  of  the  prisonert — their  food,  the  punishments  to  which  they  are  aob- 
jected,  and  the  general  discipline  of  the  institution ;  and  it  was  the  unanimous  report 
of  that  committee,  "  that  the  government  seem  to  have  discovered  the  true  principles 
of  discipline,  a^  to  apply  them  with  success ;"  that  "  tlie  annual  reports  of  the  ofliceis 
of  the  prison  have  been  fully  sustained  by  the  examination ;"  and  that  "  the  Massacho- 
setts  State  Prison  ranks  as  liigh  as  any  prison  in  this  country." 

The  punishments  at  this  prison  consist  of  solitary  confinement,  short  allowance  of 
food,  and  stripes.  In  regard  to  corporal  punishment,  the  views  of  the  Inspectors  and 
Warden  coincide  with  those  of  the  people  of  this  State,  as  shown  in  our  criminal  code. 
We  object  to  it  whenever  it  can  be  dispensed  with — and  it  is  never  inflicted  where 
there  is  a  hope  of  subduing  the  convict  by  mild  means.  But  in  some  cases  it  is  una- 
voidable.  Every  ofiender  must  be  subdued  thoroughly,  and  his  fellow  convicts  must 
know  it,  or  there  will  be  an  end  of  all  discipline.  But  generally  the  mere  knowledge 
that  the  Warden  has  the  power  to  inflict  stripes,  will  render  the  exercise  of  that  power 
unnecessary.  The  committee  were  also  satisfied  that  the  prisoners  are  treated  ha- 
manely.  • 

It  is  gratifying  to  know,  that  the  excellent  discipline  of  the  prison  is  maintained  by 
moral  and  religious  influence,  rather  than  by  corporal  punishment. 

In  almost  every  prison  of  this  kind,  the  convicts  have  but  one  dress  at  a  time,  which 
is  in  daily  use  till  it  is  worn  out.  Their  under  dress  only  is  changed  every  Sabbath. 
This  has  appeared  to  us  to  be  wrong.  We  have,  therefore,  made  arrangements  for 
providing  tnem  with  an  additional  suit  of  clothes,  to  be  worn  only  on  the  Sabbath.  It 
has  a  mark  to  distinguish  it,  and  prevent  its  being  worn  on  other  days,  bat,  in  other 
respects,  it  is  the  same  as  their  common  dress. 

The  Inspectors,  Warden,  Chaplain,  and  Physician,  are  appointed  h^  the  governor, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  and  hold  their  ofiices  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  executive.  The  deputy  warden  and  all  other  oflScers  of  the  prison,  are  appointed 
by  the  Warden,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Inspectors,  and  hold  their  oflBlces  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  Inspectors  and  Warden.  If  the  Warden  thinks  any  such  oflicer 
ought  to  be  removed,  and  the  Inspectors  shall  not  consent  thereto,  the  Warden  may 
appeal  to  the  governor  and  council,  who,  after  reasonable  notice  to  the  Inspectors,  may 
make  such  removal.  The  board  of  Inspectors  is  required  to  visit  the  prison  once  a 
month,  and  oflener  if  they  deem  it  needful,  and  one  of  them  mnst  visit  it  at  least  once 
in  every  week,  for  the  purpose  (among  other  things)  of  ascertaining  if  the  officers  are 
"  competent  and  faithful.'*  No  penitentiary  can  prosper  unless  those  officers,  who  are 
with  the  convicts  during  all  their  hours  of  labor,  are  faithful  and  efficient,  and  of  an 
exemplary  character.  We  mutt  be  cauiiout  tohal  examplet  toe  pretetU  for  imUtUum  io 
bad  men  whom  we  would  reform. 

The  fact  that  articles  secretly  sent  from  the  prison  had  been  sold  on  account  of  xhb 
convicts,  and  money,  tobacco,  letters,  newspapers,  etc.,  brought  into  the  prison  for  their 
ose,  led  to  the  removal  of  certain  officers  who,  it  was  suppMod,  must  be  in  some  way 
cognizant  of  these  violations  of  prison  discipline. 

The  law  uf  the  Commonwealth  provides,  that  if  any  officer  or  other  person,  employed 
in  or  about  the  prison,  shall  deliver,  or  procure  to  be  delivered,  to  any  convict,  any 
article  whatever,  or  shall  conceal  in  or  about  the  prison  any  article,  with  intent  that  a 
convict  shall  receive  the  same,  without  the  knowlease  and  permission  of  the  Warden  or 
an  inspector,  he  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  this  prison,  or  in  the  county  jail, 
not  more  than  two  years,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 

On  this  subject  we  have  formed  our  deliberate  determination  that,  while  we  are 
Inspectors,  we  will  have  no  officer  here  of  whose  capacity  or  fidelity  we  have  a  reason 
able  doubt,  or  whom  we  would  not  appoint  anew  to  his  office  if  he  were  not  connected 
with  the  prison.  We  know  the  high  reputation  it  has,  and  we  believe  it  ei^ioys  it 
rightfully.  No  exertions  have  been,  or  will  be,  omitted  by  us  to  maintain  it.  But  wa 
must  be  sustained  by  all  the  officers.  We  well  kiiow  the  trouble  incident  to  these 
removals.  We  felt  it  the  last  winter  in  the  investigation  proved  to  the  committee  to 
have  been  "  got  up"  by  means  of  anonymous  newspaper  articles,  written  by  dismissed 
officers  and  their  triends,  and  by  anonymous  letters  proved  to  have  gone  from  the  ame 
sources. 

In  every  wa^,  the  exercise  of  the  duty  of  making  removals  exposes  the  government 
to  much  vexation.  But  it  is  a  dutv,  and  it  must  be  performed  conscientiously  and 
firmly — for  thereon  depend  the  welnre  and  character  of  the  institution.    The  powor 
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of  nmowtl  ntto  where  the  law  hei  placed  it,  and  we  hope  in  nfe  handa.    Th 
ipecton  act  under  no  inflaence  in  ■uch  cases  bat  a  desire  to  serve  the  institution, 
are  aa  desiroos  of  havini^  and  retaining  good  oflBcers  here,  as  sach  persons  can  be 
miiiiiiill  here.    The  judicious  and  humane  exercise  of  this  power  is,  therefore,  net 
hj  our  interest,  duty,  and  feelings. 

It  may  be  said,  that  subordinate  officers  should  not  be  removed,  without  beii 
formed  of  the  accusations  against  them,  and  being  permitted  to  defend  themsc 
The  law  requires  nothing  of  the  kind,  but  directs  inmiediate  removal.  Besides, 
are  not  cases  for  trials  to  determine  the  fact  whether  the  accused  officer  can  be  le 
convicted  of  the  charges  against  him.  The  question  is  only,  whether  the  Inspector 
Warden  have  or  have  not  entire  confidence  m  the  officer;  and,  however  a  court  o 
might  determine  the  question  of  guilt  or  innocence,  if  that  confidence  be  shake 
officer  must  be  dismissed.  Each  of  the  recent  removals  was  made  for  reasons 
conclusive  a  nature,  that  no  examination  could  have  restored  our  confidence,  or  rai 
doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  we  pursued.  And  we  are  well  satisfied, 
as  a  general  rule,  when  the  Inspectors  and  Warden  are  unanimously  convinced  o 
necessity  of  a  removal,  it  must  be  made  forthwith,  and  that  the  causes  of  it  shoul 
be  made  known.  There  is  no  reason  for  making  them  known,  unless  to  pu 
accused  on  trial ;  but,  if  the  case  be  so  strong  agamst  the  officer  that  the  govern 
unanimously  decide  against  him,  a  trial  could  not  restore  our  confidence  in  him ; 
of  course,  be  would  derive  no  benefit  from  it.  8u  far  as  regards  his  reputation,  it  ^ 
in  nmny  cases  materially  injure  him.  Whatever  might  be  the  result  of  such  a  tr 
would  give  the  accused  no  right  to  retain  his  office.  No  officer  here  has  a  right  1 
tain  his  office  for  a  moment.  All  hold  their  places  during  the  pleasure  of  the  ap| 
ing  power ;— and  that  tenure  of  office  is  destroyed  if  the  right  to  remove  at  pleanu 
denied. 

There  are  other  objections  to  the  trial  of  a  subordinate  officer.  The  law  nip] 
the  charges  against  him  to  be  exhibited  to  us  by  the  Warden,  and  that  he  is  the 
pliinant.  Of  course  the  Warden  will  never  exhibit  charges  which  must  be  inve 
ted  by  ua,  and  may  be  examined  by  the  executive  department  of  the  State,  unlei 
htt  strong  reasons  to  believe  them  true.  If,  on  thorough  inquiry,  we  concur  in  op 
with  him,  and  yet  the  accused  is  not  removed,  merely  becauHe  he  cannot  be  shown 
incapable  or  unfaithful  by  such  plenary  proofs  as  would  insure  his  condemnation 
court  of  law,  the  Warden  will  feel  that  he  is  not  sustained,  and  that  he  has  an  ei 
(  instead  of  a  supporter  in  every  such  officer.     The  effect  of  this  would  be  to  loose: 

'  reina  of  discipline,  diminish  the  influence  and  power  of  the  Warden,  and  tempt  h: 

overlook  the  offences  and  excuse  the  incapacity  of  officers,  instead  of  notifying  i 
tbem  promptly.     It  is  a  veiy  serious  objection,  that  if  the  accused  is  not  to  be  rem 
without  trial,  he  must  remain  in  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office  after  we  be 
:  him  unfit  for  it     His  brother  officers  and  the  convicts  in  his  department  nmy 

probably  will,  know  that  his  conduct  is  under  investigation ;  and  wnile  that  cent 
fle  will  hare  very  little  influence  or  power  with  them,  and  the  institution  will  be 
ject  to  all  the  consequences  of  his  want  of  capacity  and  fidelity.  If,  too,  one  o 
£as  a  right  to  a  trial,  all  have ;  and  thus  we  may  be  compelled  to  retain  a  perse 
o^ce  for  weeks  or  months,  while  his  trial  is  in  progress,  even  if  we  believe  him  § 
of  larceny,  or  any  other  indictable  offence.  Besides,  the  information  against  the  ace 
itimy  come  from  other  officers,  for  they  are  required  to  make  known  to  the  govern: 
everything  they  know  or  believe  to  bo  wrong.  But  their  communications  are  i 
^  ccmfidence.  They  are  examined  with  care ;  other  proofs  are  sought  for,  am 
filial  decision  is  made  on  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  evidence.  But  sue 
^rmatinn  cannot  be  expected  if  it  must  be  spread  before  the  accused.  Officen 
^ot  freely  make  such  disclosures  if  they  are  thereby  to  incur  the  enmity  and  per 
^oa  of  the  accused  and  his  friends.  Again,  the  first  information  may  come  frooc 
«ral  convicts  wholly  separate  from  each  other,  employed  in  different  aepartments 
^>«tiNreeQ  whom  there  can  be  no  concert  or  communication.  If  this  is  stated  to  tb 
<^Uaed,  the  convicts  will  be  persuaded  or  terrified  into  a  withdrawal  or  a  contradi 
of  their  statements,  or  they  will  be  abused  for  having  told  the  truth.  Such  thinga 
Occurred,  and  in  this  prison. 

I  These  are  among  the  reasons  which  have  led  us,  after  much  deliberatwn,  and  ; 
of  experience,  to  resolve  in  no  case  to  inform  an  officer  of  the  cause  of  his  removal. 
^  told  that  the  institution  has  no  farther  need  of  his  services— and  no  more, 
^eciaion  is  never  made  on  slight  grounds ;  and  with  such  proo&  aa  we  exact,  and 
■uch  examinations  as  we  make,  before  ordering  a  removal,  nothing  could  rastOR 
\  confidence  in  an  officer  whom  we  had  unanimously  decided  to  be  unfit  to  remain 
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Ha  wcfold  ever  afterward  be  a  soipeGtad  man,  and  no  aoch  penon  ought  to  liold  oAoa 

here  for  one  hour. 

JOHN  R.  ADAN,       ) 

6.  LELAND,  >  Inapecton. 

CHARLES  WELLS,  ) 


1837. — Warden's  Report. 

The  whole  number  of  convicU  remaining  in  prison,  October  1,  1836,  278;  whole 
somber  of  convicts  received  into  prison  daring  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1837, 
99 :  total,  377.  Discharged  from  prison  daring  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1837 : 
By  expiration  of  sentence,  C6  ;  by  remission  of  sentence,  14;  by  order  of  coort,  1; 
died,  5  :  total,  86.     Remaining  in  prison,  September  30th,  1837,  291. 

Ages  of  thoMe  in  PrUon.— Under  15  years,  1 ;  15  to  20,  17  ;  20  to  25,  66  ;  25  to  30, 
57 ;  30  to  35,  58 ;  35  to  40,  30 ;  40  to  45,  18  ;  45  to  50,  17  ;  50  to  55,  12 ;  55  to  60,  5; 
60  to  65,  5  ;  65  to  70,  2  ;  over  75,  3. 

Term  of  Sentences. — 1  year,  27  ;  1  year  and  6  months,  1 ;  2  years,  44  ;  2  years  and 
6  months,  2 ;  2  years  and  9  months,  1 ;  3  years,  52 ;  3  years  and  1  month,  1 ;  4  years, 
35 ;  4  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  5  years,  32 ;  5  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  6  years,  15 ; 
6  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  7  years,  22  ;  8  years,  4 ;  9  years,  3  ;  10  years,  12 ;  11  years,  2; 
11  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  12  years,  4;  14  years,  1;  15  years,  4;  17  years,  1;  20 
years,  3 ;  and  during  natural  life,  21. 

Crimes. — Murder,  punishment  commuted,  2 ;  manslaughter,  7 ;  assault,  with  intent 
to  murder,  8  ;  robbery,  2  ;  attempt  to  poison,  1 ;  arson,  3 ;  burglary,  17  ;  attempt  to 
commit  a  rape,  8  ;  adulteiy,  6  ;  polygamy,  1 ;  bigamy,  3 ;  passing,  or  having  in  posses 
aion  with  intent  to  pass  counterfeit  money,  10 ;  forgery,  19 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  2 ; 
obtaining  goods  by  false  pretences,  4 ;  felonious  assault,  1 ;  malicious  burning,  3 ;  break- 
ing a  bouse  in  the  night  time,  1 ;  breaking  a  house  in  the  daytime,  1 ;  embezzlement 
and  larceny,  1 ;  attempt  to  steal,  1 ;  shop  breaking,  2 ;  assault  and  battery,  with  in- 
tent to  commit  a  larceny,  1 ;  lewd  and  lascivious  cohabitation,  1 ;  common  and  notori- 
ons  theft,  12  :  larceny,  174. 

Places  of  Nativity. — Maine,  16;  New  Hampshire,  26;  Massachusetts,  120;  Ver- 
mont, 10;  Rhode  Island,  9;  Connecticut,  13;  New  York,  8;  New  Jersey,  1;  Penn- 
sylvania, 6 ;  Maryland,  3  ;  Virginia,  3 ;  Louisiana,  2 ;  Missouri,  1 ;  Ohio,  1 ;  Florida,  1 ; 
District  of  Columbia,  1 ;  Britisn  Provinces  in  North  America,  8 ;  Carthagena,  1 ;  West 
Indies,  2 ;  England,  14 ;  Scotland,  2 ;  Ireland,  38 ;  France,  2 ;  Germany,  3. 

Employment. — Stonecutters,  92 ;  carpenters,  4 ;  team  hands,  9  ;  tool  grinders,  5 ; 
blacksmiths,  20 ;  whitesmiths,  4 ;  shoemakers,  12 ;  tailors,  7 ;  cabinetmakers,  40 ; 
upholsterers,  6 ;  brushmakers,  26 ;  hatters,  8 ;  coopers,  5 ;  tinmen,  5 ;  cooking,  wash- 
ing and  baking,  14;  waiters  and  messengers,  5;  barbers,  2;  sweepers  in  solitary 
prison,  3 ;  wood  sawyers  and  lumpers,  5 ;  invalids,  on  li^ht  labor,  5 ;  superannnatad,  1; 
m  solitary  confinement,  3 ;  attendant  in  hospital,  1 ;  patients  in  hospital,  9. 

Of  those  in  prison,  17  are  negroes  and  7  are  mulattoes. 

During  the  past  year,  13  of  the  99  convicts  received,  have  been  confined  here  on 
former  convictions  and  sentences. 

A  good  and  convenient  brick  workshop  has  been  erected,* and  is  now  occapied  by 
.  the  convicts  who  labor  in  the  brush,  hat  and  coopering  business,  and  is  a  baildinff, 
which,  for  comfort,  health  and  general  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  the  establishment,  it 
a  specimen  of  what  is  still  needed  on  the  sites  of  the  old  and  inconvenient  shops,  con- 
stmcted  long  anterior  to  the  period  when  improvements  began  to  be  introduced,  to 
carry  out  the  discipline  almost  universally  adopted  and  practi^d  in  all  well-regolatad 
State  prisons  of  the  country. 

The  past  season  was  selected,  as  a  fit  time  to  engage  in  more  extensive  repairs  tiMm 
osnal,  and  which  became  necessary  for  safety,  in  conseouence  of  the  very  decayed 
fltate  of  the  wood-work  forming  the  palisade  and  the  plank  walk  on  the  external  wall 
of  the  main  yard ;  and  also  the  picket  fences,  gates,  and  gate-posts  of  the  front  entranoa 
yard.  Substantial  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  made  in  this  as  well  as  in 
some  other  parts  of  tne  establishment  at  considerable  extra  charge  on  the  general  ex- 
penses of  the  prison.  All  the  labor  performed  was  accomplished  by  the  convicts,  and 
20  not  included  in  the  statement  of  expenditure. 

Disbursements. — Cash  paid  for  provisions,  $11,675  96;  clothing,  4,515  14;  botpital 
m>enses,  612  31 ;  fuel  and  other  expenses,  2,027  41 ;  prisoners  discharged,  336  80; 
otfoers'  sakries,  17,528  29 ;  transportation  of  prisoners,  702  28 ;  aalea  of  aondiy  mer- 
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ohandize,  89  97 ;  fixtnret  and  tooli,  204  53 ;  repain  of  red  eftata,  1,566  72 ;  materidi 
to  erect  new  shop,  2,013  73 :  total,  $40,273  14. 

Imeome. — By  >t»ne  departmeDt,  $19,864  97 ;  labor,  14,771  84 ;  feea  of  admittanoe, 
1,144  00;  profit  and  lots,  1,718  69:  total,  $37,499  50 ;  balance  of  deficit,  2,778  64 : 
gFBod  total,  40,278  14 :  balance,  being  deficit  of  expenditure  over  income,  $2,773  64. 

CHARLES  LINCOLN,  Jr.,  Warden. 


1837. — Chaplain's  Report. 

The  labacriber  asks  leare  to  introduce  a  few  facts,  elicited  from  the  inmates  of  the 
iiM(tit|tion,  in  his  intercourse  and  conversations  with  them  during  the  summer  and 
autumn. 

The  nomber  of  individuals  who  have  been  thus  questioned,  some  of  whom  have  sinoe 
been  discharged  firom  prison,  is  three  hundred  and  thirteen.  These  facts  and  particu- 
lars are  given  as  they  were  stated  to  the  writer,  who  presumes  them  to  be,  in  general, 
substantially  correct.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that,  in  all  respects,  they  are  free  from 
any  suspicion  of  error. 

Could  read  well  when  they  came  to  prison,  243 ;  could  read  but  poorly,  25  ;  could 
read  only  in  easy  lessons  for  children,  11 ;  could  not  read  at  all,  34 ;  could  not  write, 
84 ;  did  not  understand  arithmetic  sufficiently  to  keep  accounts,  96 ;  used  no  intoxi- 
cating drinks,  19 ;  occasional,  and  in  many  cases,  habitual  drinkers,  but  did  not  drin^ 
to  intoxication,  104 ;  habitually  intemperate,  190 ;  use  of  intoxicating  drink  led  to  the 
crime  and  consequent  imprisonment,  156 ;  state,  that  when  children,  ihey  were  fed 
with  sweetened  liquor  by  one  or  both  their  parents,  64 ;  had  one  or  both  parents  in- 
tempemte,  66;  left  home  before  the  age  of  21  years,  201;  left  home  with  oooaent 
of  parents,  131 ;  left  home  without  consent  of  parents,  70 ;  had  been  addicted  to  petty 
pilwriug  when  young,  46 ;  in  youth,  commenced  learning  some  regular  busineaa  or 
tmde,  137  ;  did  not  cuutinue  in  said  busiuess  or  trade  the  time  agreed  on,  64 ;  have 
both  parents  living,  97;  have  father  only  living,  34;  have  mother  only  living,  99; 
deprived  of  father,  by  death,  before  they  were  at  the  age  of  21  years  119;  deprived 
of  mother,  by  death,  before  they  were  at  the  age  of  21  years,  68 ;  have  been  married, 
132  ;  have  wives  now  living,  102;  have  children  living,  101 ;  whole  number  of  children 
living,  274 ;  have  but  one  child,  36 ;  have  only  two  children,  21 ;  greatest  number  of 
children  belonging  to  any  prisoner,  9  ;  number  of  prisoners  whc^  have  brothers  or  sia- 
ten  living,  or  both,  286 ;  who  have  brothers  and  sistets  living,  1,414 ;  have  lived  a  greater 
or  lam  time,  befure  coming  to  prison,  in  habitual  disregard  and  violation  of  the  Sabbadi, 
221 ;  addicted  to  gambling,  65 ;  have  associated  with  lewd  women,  123 ;  fbreiffners 
njio  could  not  read  when  they  came  to  prison,  13 ;  colored  persons  who  could  not 
read  when  they  were  first  imprisoned,  17  ;  owned  some  real  estate  when  imprisoned, 
SO;  thuueht  themselves  worth.  $100  when  they  came  to  prison,  82;  state,  mat  they 
think  their  imprisonment  has  produced  a  favorable  effect  on  their  minds,  191 ;  average 
nomber  who  have  attended  the  Sabbath  school  in  prison,  about,  130 ;  Of  this  number, 
there  are,  who  think  themselves  benefited,  and  their  minds  improved,  120. 

There  is  but  one  convict  in  prison,  and  he  a  foreigner,  who  states,  that  he  has  ever 
completed  a  course  of  education  at  any  college  or  university. 

Am  it  retpectt  occupation  or  employment^  very  few,  comparatively,  of  the  inmatea  of 
<ft«  inMtitutian,  have  been  thoroughly  bred  to  businets  of  any  kind.  Much  the  greater 
proportion  have  confined  themselves  to  no  one  profession  or  occupation,  but  have  en 
gaged,  for  the  time  being,  in  the  business  which  appeared  the  most  inviting.  In  tho 
wme  man,  may  often  be  found  the  iiirmer,  the  sailor,  the  shoemaker,  the  mason,  eto. 
They  have  been  a  kind  of  floating  population,  confined  to  no  one  place  and  to  no  vaaSt- 
ferm  occupation. 

Some,  it  is  true,  have  been  regulariy  educated  to  business;  but  the  number  is  not 
great.  Very  many  have,  in  early  life,  engaged  in  some  regular  business  or  calling,  with 
me  avowed  intention  of  perfecting  themselves  in  it ;  but  have  pursueid  it  only  long 
enough  to  become  mere  botches.  With  this,  they  c^aim  often  to  belong  to  the  regular 
fraternity  of  the  profession  or  calling,  when,  in  fact,  they  hardly  understand  its  first 
principles.  Hence,  it  will  be  seen,  that  men,  regularly  and  thoroughly  trained  to  any 
sMrfhl  occupation  or  calling,  but  rarely  become  tenants  of  our  praons  and  poniten- 
liHiea.    Bat  these  remarks  need  not  be  protracted. 

JARED  CURTIS,  Chaplain,  Mail.  8.  P. 
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1837. — Physician's  Report. 


Tha  whole  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  hospital  of  the  prison,  dorinff  the 
year  ending  30th  September,  1837,  is  228.  The  a^^gate  number  of  days'  reaideoctf 
m  the  hospital  has  been  4,415.     The  number  uf  invdids  for  the  day  has  been  309. 

Daring  the  year,  five  have  died,  namely,  on  the  11th  of  October,  1836,  Amos  Teal, 
aged  45  years,  of  pulmonary  consumption ;  on  the  lOlh  of  January,  1837,  Philemon 
Tneal,  aged  29  years,  of  abscess ;  on  the  1st  of  February,  James  Chipman,  aged  45  yean, 
o£  pulmonary  consumption;  on  the  25th  of  June,  Theodore  Fennimore,  aged  18  years, 
of  nydrothorax ;  on  tne  17th  of  July,  Jonas  Pierce,  alias  George  Walton,  aged  27,  of 
pulmonary  consumption. 

Daring  the  months  of  February,  March,  April.  May,  and  June,  many  of  the  cq|vict» 
were  attacked  by  fever,  attended  with  sub-acute  infltunmation  of  the  respiratory  organs, 
cansing  great  loss  of  labor  to  the  institution. 

WILLIAM  J.  WALKER.  Physician,  Mass.  8.  P. 


1838. — Inspectors'  Report. 


There  have  been  twenty-five  recommitments  during  the  year,  a  greater  mimber  thao 
has  been  made  during  the  same  space  of  time  since  1826. 

To  be  perfect,  a  place  of  public  punishment  should  unite  such  confinement  and  sof- 
fering  aa  should  deter  from  a  repetition  of  the  ofience,  while  at  the  same  time  it  reformed 
the  oiSender,  and  restored  him,  on  his  discharge,  an  innocent,  if  not  a  useful  meibber 
of  society.  This  institution  unites  these  requisites  in  a  ^reat  degree.  The  labors  of  the 
chaplain,  and  the  Sabbath  school  which  was  sanctioned  by  an  act  of  the  last  Legisla- 
ture, are  of  continued  and  increasing  usefulness ;  and  if,  in  addition  to  these,  the  par* 
chase  of  a  few  well-selected  books  mnght  be  authorized,  the  Inspectors  know  of  no  im- 
jproveraent,  either  in  discipline  or  instruction,  that  they  would  at  present  suggest. 

But  there  is  one  circumstance  which  counteracts  the  benefits  that  might  do  derived 
from  the  discipline  and  punishment  in  promoting  individual  reformation.  The  c<HiYict 
leaves  prison  without  property,  and  with  a  blasted  character.  His  friends  shon,  and 
■tranters  avoid  him.  What  is  he  to  do  ?  Solitude,  meditation,  moral  and  religions  in- 
atruction,  may  have  done  their  work,  and  the  convict  may  return  to  the  world  with  • 
sense  of  the  folly  as  well  as  the  wickedness  of  his  former  course,  and  with  a  detenni- 
nation  to  lead  a  virtuous  and  industrious  life.  The  prison  gate  closes  behind  him,  and 
he  finds  himself  alone  and  unsupported.  Passions,  subduea  for  want  of  objects,  become 
excited.  His  companions  ridicule  his  reformation.  Want  presses  npon  him,  and  a 
knowledge  of  his  former  situation  deprives  him  of  his  employment,  or  compels  him 
to  conceal  his  history,  and  commence  a  life  of  reformation  by  an  act  of  deceit  m  order 
to  obtain  it.  Under  such  circumstances,  are  we  to  be  surprised  that  he  adds  another 
to  the  list  of  recommitments.  The  board  do  not  feel  able,  at  the  present  time,  to  point 
out  what  can  or  ought  to  be  done  to  procure  an  asylum,  or  provide  for  the  wel&re  of 
this  class  of  individuals,  or  to  decide  whether  such  assistance  should  be  given  by  the 
State,  or  left  to  the  exertions  of  the  benevolent  and  philanthropic.  They  could  *not# 
however,  feel  they  had  discharsed  their  duty  to  those  who,  from  their  situation,  cannot 
speak  for  themselves,  if  they  did  not  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  necessity  of 
■ome  provision  for  the  wants  of  the  discharged  convict,  and  express,  at  least,  the  hope 
that  in  a  State  where  so  much  has  been  done  for  the  deaf,  the  blind,  and  the  insane, 
some  plan  might  be  devised  of  aiding  the  wicked  man  when  desirous  of  turning  away 
finom  his  wickedness,  and  of  encouraging  and  supporting  him  in  his  endeavors  to  & 
what  is  lawful  and  right. 

J08IAH  QUINCY,Jr.,> 

S.  LELAND,  >  Inspectors 

SAMUEL  GREELE,      j 

1838. — Warden's  Report. 

The  whole  nomber  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  October  1,  1837,  291 ;  wliol* 
nomber  of  convicts  received  into  prison  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1898v 
114:  total,  405.  Discharged  from  prison  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1838: 
by  expiration  of  sentence,  74 ;  by  remission  of  sentence,  21 ;  died.  6 ;  suicide,  1 ;  detained 
in  jail  by  order  of  court,  1 :  total,  103.     Remaining  in  prison,  September  30, 1838, 3(XL 
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Ag9M  ofthoM  in  PrMo».— Under  15  yetn,  1 ;  15  to  80, 10 ;  20  to  25,  64 ;  S5  to  80, 
«7;  30  to  35,  65;  35  to  40,  28 ;  40  to  45,  22;  45  to  50,  18;  50  to  55,  12;  55  to  60,  4; 
60  to  65. 6 ;  65  to  70, 3 ;  75  and  upwards,  2. 

Term  4>/  Seniences. — For  1  year,  28 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  4 ;  2  years,  51 ;  2  years 
and  6  months,  2  ;  2  years  ana  9  months,  1 ;  3  years,  45 ;  3  years  iad  4  months,  1 ;  4 
years,  32  ;  4  years  and  1  month,  1 ;  5  years,  33 ;  6  years,  23 ;  7  years,  24 ;  8  years.  5 ; 
i  years,  4 ;  10  years,  13 ;  1 1  years,  3 ;  11  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  12  years,  5 ;  14  years, 
1 ;  15  years,  3 ;  20  years,  3 ;  during  natoral  life,  18. 

CrimeM. — Murder,  3 ;  arson,  Ist  degree,  2 ;  arson,  2nd  degree,  2  ;  manslanghter,  7 ; 
Msaiilt,  with  intent  to  kill,  6 ;  attempt  to  commit  a  rape,  9 ;  attempt  to  poison,  1 ;  felo- 
aioos  assault,  2 ;  robbery,  4  ;  adultery,  7 ;  lewd  ana  lascivious  cohabitation,  3 ;  bai> 
elary,  16  ;  attempt  to  commit  a  burglary,  1 ;  malicioas  burnings  4 ;  breaking  a  house  in 
me  night  time,  3 ;  breaking  a  house  in  the  daytime,  1 ;  entering  a  house  m  the  night 
time,  wit^^oat  breaking,  1;  shop  breaking,  4;  forgery,  18;  passing,  or  having  in  poa- 
•session  with  iutont  to  pass,  counterfeit  money,  8 ;  perjury,  1 ;  fraud  1 ;  escaped  from 
the  House  of  Correction  in  Suffolk,  1 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  3 ;  obtaining  goods  by 
false  pretences,  7  ;  attempting  to  cheat  and  defraud,  1 :  embezzlement  and  Urceny,  1 ; 
attempt  to  steal  from  the  person,  1 ;  common  and  notorious  theft,  18 ;  larceny,  166. 

Place  of  Nativity. — Mame,  18;  New  Hampshire,  21 ;  Massachusetts,  132;  Vermont, 
12;  Rhode  Island,  11;  Connecticut,  10;  New  York,  13;  Pennsylvania,  8;  Maryland. 
1 ;  Yirpnia,  3  ;  North  Carolina,  1 ;  Louisiana,  2 ;  Missouri,  1 ;  Florida,  1 ;  District  of 
Columbia,  1 ;  British  Provinces  in  N.  America,  6 ;  West  Indies,  1 ;  Carthageua,  1 ; 
Ensland,  1^ ;  Scotland,  5 ;  Ireland,  29 ;  France,  2  ;  Germany,  1 ;  Italy,  1 ;  Syreden,  1 ; 
Mslta,  1. 

Employment. — Stonecutters,  87 ;  carpenters,  3  ;  team  hands,  16  ;  tool  grinders,  4 ; 
lilacksmiths,  22 ;  whitesmiths,  5 ;  slioemakers,  15  :  tailors,  5 ;  cabinetmakers,  45  ;  up- 
holsterers, 6  ;  brushmakers,  35  ;  hatters,  5 ;  coopers,  4 ;  tinmen,  6 ;  cooking,  washing, 
and  baking,  13 ;  waiters  and  messengers,  4  ;  barbers,  3  ;  sweepers  in  the  solitary  prison, 
2 ;  wood  sawyers  and  lumpers,  4 ;  invalids,  4 ;  superannuated,  1;  deranged,  2 ;  attend- 
ant in  hospital,  1 :  patients  in  hospital,  10. 

Of  those  in  prison,  17  are  negroes  and  9  are  mulattoes.  Of  this  number,  4  negroes 
and  4  mulattoes  were  received  tne  past  year. 

Not  one  dollar  has  been  drawu  from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  since  1832, 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  this  institution. 

Disbttnements. — To  cash  paid  for  proNOsions,  $12,386  37  ;  for  clothing,  4,529  11 ;  for 
hospital  expenses.  444  57 ;  for  fuel  and  other  e:q>enses,  3,722  96 ;  to  prisoners  discharged, 
408  40;  for  officers*  salaries,  16,171  91 ;  for  transportation  of  prisoners,  757  90 ;  for 
repairs  of  real  estate,  525  90  :  total,  $38,947  12. 

Income. — By  stone  department,  $23,625  46  :  by  labor,  14,033  62 ;  by  fees  of  admits 
tance,  886  25 ;  by  fixtures  and  tools,  27«  24 ;  by  profit  and  loss,  183  49 :  total,  $39/)04  06. 
By  balance,  $56  94. 

CHARLES  LINCOLN,  Jr.,  Warden. 

1838. — Chaplain's  Report. 

It  u  .gratifying  to  know,  that  many  who  have  left  the  institotion  have  been  ffreatly 
improved  in  their  character  and  habits,  and  are  maintaining  a  respectable  stanoing  in 
society. 

The  number  of  recommitments  during  the  past  year  has  been  unnsnaUy  large; 
almost  double  the  averase  number  for  several  successive  years  past 

Of  one  hundred  and  eleven  questioned,  there  were,  who  could  read  well  when  they 
came  to  prison,  86 ;  could  read,  but  poorly,  13 ;  could  read  only  in  easy  lessons  for 
children,  3 ;  could  not  read  at  all,  9 ;  could  not  write,  35 ;  did  not  understand  arithme- 
tic well  enough  to  keep  accounts,  44 ;  used  no  intoxicating  drinks,  5 ;  occasional,  and 
in  many  cases  hahitual  drinkers,  but  did  not  drink  to  intoxication,  44  ;  habitually  in- 
temperate— drinking  to  intoxication,  62 ;  led  to  the  perpetration  of  crime  by  the  mflu- 
ence  of  intoxicating  drink,  59 ;  left  home  before  the  age  of  21,  with  consent  of  parents, 
51 ;  lef^  home  before  the  age  of  21,  without  consent  of  parents,  25 ;  when  young  were 
put  out  to  learn  some  business  or  trade,  but  did  not  serve  out  (he  time  aj^reed  on,  22  ; 
oave  been  married,  60 ;  have  a  wife  living,  50 ;  have  children,  54 ;  before  coming  to 
prison,  had  lived  in  habitoal  disregard  and  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  81 ;  have  been 
iddicted  to  gambling,  15 ;  have  been  in  the  habit  of  comnanying  with  lewd  wonMn, 
lost  both  parents  by  death  before  the  age  of  21, 11 ;  lost  fiiuier  by  death  befiore  the  age 
of  21,  45  ;  lost  mother  by  death  before  the  age  of  21,  20. 
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It  tppean  that  of  the  one  hundred  and  eleren  penons  qaeitioiied  ai  afiirenid,  only 
f»t  are  found  who,  according  to  their  own  statements,  did  not,  before  coming  lb 
prison,  indulge,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks. 

Of  the  three  hundred  and  fourteen  examined  the  year  previous,  but  i^netttn  claiaied 
to  be  men  of  strictly  temperate  habits,  all  the  others  acknowledging  that  they  had 
been  addicted,  more  or  less,  to  the  use  of  this  deadly  poison. 

In  order,  as  accurately  as  possible,  to  ascertain  the  causes  which  led  to  the  conno 
tion  of  those  who  have  been  i*ecommitted  to  the  prison  the  past  year,  three  queatioai 
have  been  proposed  to  each*individual.  1st.  As  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  drink.  2nd.  Ai 
to  the  difficulty  of  getting  employment.  3rd.  As  to  any  previous  arrangement  witli 
their  fellow-prisoners  to  meet  them  after  their  discharge.  The  following  are  the  retnlti 
of  the  inquines  made : — 

No.  1.  For  many  months  was  strictly  temperate.  No  intoxicating  drinks  were  to  be 
obtained  in  the  town  where  he  lived ;  got  alonff  well.  After  a  while  he  went  into 
another  town  to  live ;  went  into  a  store  where  liquor  was  sold,  was  there  ui^ged  to 
drink,  and  gave  waj  to  the  temptation.  After  getting  a  taste,  his  old  appetite  retonied, 
and  it  was  mis  habit  which  led  nim  to  crime,  and  brought  him  back  to  prison. 

Says  he  never  found  any  difficulty  when  sober  in  getting  profitable  employment ; 
and  that  a  want  of  employment  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  commission  of  the  offence 
which  caused  his  recommitment.  Had  no  arrangement  with  any  prisoner  to  meet  afkn 
discharge,  nor  had  he  any  associate  in  the  offence  which  he  committed. 

No.  2.  After  his  discharge,  driuked  occasionally,  and  used  a  great  deal  of  opiaro;  an^ 
Tinder  the  influence  of  opium  and  strong  drink  committed  his  crime.  Never  found  aa) 
difficulty  in  getting  employment.  Says  he  never  made  any  arrangement  with  a  feUow- 
prisoner,  before  leaving  prison,  to  meet  him  for  any  purpose,  nor  was  any  one  comiectac 
with  him  in  his  offence. 

No.  3.  Drinked  occasionally,  and  had  it  not  been  for  liquor  says  be  should  not  non 
be  in  prison.  Found  no  dif&culty  in  getting  work.  Maae  no  arrangement  with  ani 
prisoner  to  meet  after  discharge,  nor  had  he  any  associates  with  him  in  the  crime  whira 
led  to  his  recommitment. 

No.  4.  After  leaving  the  prison,  became  intemperate.  Used  to  get  drunk  on  cider 
and  was  under  a  cider  excitement  when  he  committed  the  crime  of  which  he  ww 
convicted.  Found  employment  without  any  serious  difficulty,  and  was  not  tempted  tc 
sin  from  lack  of  employment.  Never  made  any  agreement  while  in  prison,  with  MB] 
prisoner,  to  meet  outside  ;  nor  was  any  one  connected  with  him  in  his  offence. 

No.  5.  Intemperance  led  him  again  t»  crime  and  to  prison.  Want  of  employmeo' 
had  no  agency  in  getting  him  into  trouble.  No  arrangement  ever  existed  between  fain 
and  any  other  prisoner  to  meet  after  they  should  be  discharged,  nor  while  at  libeit) 
was  he  concerned  with  any. 

No.  6.  Drinked  to  excera ;  and  this  was  the  loiding  cause  of  his  running  again  inft 
crime.  Never  found  any  such  difficulty  in  obtaining  employment  as  to  tempt  him  ti 
the  commission  of  crime.  Before  discharge,  no  prisoner  ever  agreed  to  nteet  him,  na 
after  discharge  was  any  one  concerned  with  him. 

No.  7.  Says  he  did  not  drink.  Had  employment  enough,  and  was  not  tempted  ti 
do  wrong  from  lack  of  means  to  live.  No  understanding  with  any  other  convict  t( 
meet  after  discharge ;  neither  did  he  company  at  all  with  any  such.  Bays  he  la  no 
legally  guilty,  and  ought  not  to  be  here. 

No.  8.  Owes  bis  present  unhappy  condition  to  strong  drink.  Found  employmen 
enongh  without  difficulty  whenever  he  was  in  a  condition  to  work.  No  arrangamen 
was  ever  made  to  meet  a  fellow-prisoner  outside ;  nor  did  he  ever  meet  one  nnr  an] 
tmlawful  purpose. 

No.  9.  The  habit  of  drinking  brought  him  again  to  prison.  Never  found  any  difl&»lt] 
in  getting  business  when  he  was  sober.  No  arrangement  made  to  meet  any  other  piii 
oner  after  being^  set  at  liberty,  nor  was  any  one  connected  with  him  in  his  offence. 

No.  10.  Was  in  the  habit  of  drinking  to  excess,  and  committed  the  offence  under  the 
influence  of  strong  drink.  Was  not  led  to  the  commission  of  crime  by  any  want  ol 
employment.  Never  had  any  understanding  with  any  prisoner  to  meet  after  diacfaargf 
from  prison ;  nor  was  any  one  associated  with  him  in  his  offence. 

No.  11.  Drinked  hard ;  drink  brought  him  back  to  prison.     Found  no  difficult  ii 

Stting  honest  employment.     Was  concerned  with  no  one  he  had  known  in  {nriaoa  k 
9  commission  of  crime ;  and  never  made  any  arrangement,  while  confined,  with  anj 
one,  to  meet  him  for  any  purpose. 

No.  12.  Drinked  to  excesa,  and  but  for  this  habit  is  confident  he  should  not  now  b( 
here.  Found  business  enough  outside  to  support  \am  wi^out  resorting  to  crime.     Bnj 
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«o  onclenteiidiiiff  with  anj  i>iiKNiier,  while  in  coafinemeiit,  to  meet  after  difcharge;  «or 
"wa*  any  one  he  had  known  in  priion  aMociated  with  him  in  his  crime. 

No.  13.  Drinked  hahitnally ;  and  to  this  owes  his  recommitment.  Nerer  finmd  any 
diflScnlty  in  getting  profitable  employment.  Never  made  any  arrangement  for  meeting, 
with  a  follow'prisoner ;  nor  was  ne  connected  with  any  in  his  offence. 

No.  14.  Used  strong  drink  freely,  bat  not  to  intoxication.  Does  not  think  drink  wif 
the  <»a8e  of  his  doing  as  he  did.  Other  causes,  rather  than  this,  led  him  to  commit  the 
crime  for  which  he  is  suffering.  Was  never  troubled  to  get  honest  employment.  No 
person  was  associated  with  him  in  his  offence ;  nor  did  he  ever  agree  with  any  prisoner 
to  meet  him  after  his  discharge. 

No.  15.  Drinked  habituallv  and  intemperately ;  although  he  cannot  say  that  this  waa 
the  caase  of  his  getting  back  again.     Found  no  difficulty  in  getting  employment,  and 
that  which  was  profitable.     Never  made  an  arrangement  with  a  prisoner  to  meet  after' 
discharged ;  nor  was  any  such  person  concerned  with  him  in  the  transaction  which 
occasioned  his  present  troubles. 

No.  16.  Drinked  occasionally,  but  in  moderation.  Was  not  led  to  crime  by  the  nie 
of  strong  drink.  Although,  at  times,  he  found  it  difficult  to  get  employment,  it  had  no 
inflaence  in  leading  him  to  crime.  No  understanding  existed  between  him  and  aiqr 
other  prisoner  to  meet  outside,  nor  was  any  one  concerned  with  him  in  any  of  the  yvh 
lations  of  law  of  which  he  was  convicted. 

No.  17.  Was  in  liquor  when  he  committed  his  crime.  Met  with  no  embarrassment 
in  finding  employment,  and  was  not  tempted  to  sin  from  this  cause.  No  understand* 
ing  existed  between  him  and  any  other  prisoner  in  regard  to  meeting,  nor  was  any  one 
associated  with  him  in  his  offence. 

No.  18.  Says  drink  brought  him  back  to  prison.  Always  found  employment  enou^ 
while  at  liberty.  No  arrangement  for  meeting  outside  was  ever  made  by  him  with 
any  prisoner,  nor  was  he  concerned  with  any  one  in  his  offence. 

No.  19.  This  man  died  soon  after  his  recommitment.  As  he  was  not  interrogated 
before  his  death,  nothing  can  be  stated  as  coming  from  himself. 

No.  20.  Was  strictly  temperate.  Met  with  no  trouble  on  the  score  of  employment^ 
and  of  course,  cannot  pleaa  this  in  excuse  for  his  sin.  Before  leaving  the  prison,  be 
had  a  secret  uaderstanding  with  a  fellow-prisoner,  who  was  to  be  discharged  about  the 
•ame  time  with  himself,  to  meet  him  in  the  city,  but  not  for  any  unlawful  purposo. 
They  did  meet,  but  soon  separated,  and  he  afterwards  saw  him  no  more.  He  waa 
alone  in  his  crime. 

No.  21.  He  drinked  habitually,  but  not  tg  intoxication.  Says  he  was  not  guilty  of 
the  oflEeoce  of  which  he  was  convicted.  Could  always  find  employment  when  he 
wished  it.  Before  leaving  prison,  made  no  arrangement  with  any  prisoner  to  meet  him 
on  his  release. 

No.  22.  Owes  his  down&ll  and  return  to  prison  to  strong  drink.  Found  regular  em- 
ployment at  his  trade  without  difficulty,  and  did  not  sin  from  any  necessity.  Never 
entered  into  any  arrangement  with  any  prisoner  before  his  discharge  to  meet  after- 
wards, nor  was  any  one  concerned  with  him  in  his  offence. 

No.  23.  Drinked  occasionally,  hut  not  to  intoxication.  Says  he  is  not  euilty,  and 
ought  not  to  be  here.  Found  business  enough  while  out,  and  worked  well.  Never 
had  any  underitanding  with  any  prisoner  to  meet  him  when  at  large,  and  had  no  con- 
nection with  any  during  the  time  ne  was  at  liberty. 

No.  24.  Avoided  strong  drink,  and  got  along  well.  After^  while,  was  urged  to 
drink,  and  finally  did  drink,  and  got  rum  crazy.  That  very  night,  broke  into  a  shop 
and  stole.  The  next  day  was  apprehended,  and  srion  after  sent  back  here  again. 
While  out  of  prison  found  work  enough  without  trouble.  No  understanding  ever  ex- 
isted between  him  and  any  other  prisoner  to  meet  after  their  dischai^e,  nor  was  any 
oDe  concerned  with  him  in  the  offence  he  committed. 

No.  25.  Did  not  indulge  at  all  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks.  Was  never  troubled 
to  find  employment,  because  he  neither  wished  for  it  nor  sought  it.  Presumes  he 
niiffht  have  found  regular  employment,  had  he  made  an  effort  Before  his  discharge, 
had  an  understanding  with  one  or  two  other  prisonf  rs,  who  were  to  leave  the  prison 
about  the  same  time  with  himself,  to  meet  after  their  discharge,  for  the  purpose  of  act* 
ing  together  in  the  commission  of  crime.  They  did  meet,  and  he  had  their  company 
aiul  aid  in  the  crimes  which  brought  him  back  to  prison. 

I  would  by  no  means  vouch  for  the  perfect  accuracy  of  the  statements  made  by  these 
iodividuals.  Still,  my  acquaintance  with  these  men,  and  the  knowledge  I  have  in  re- 
gard to  .most  of  them,  lead  me  to  believe  that  they  do  not  var^  materially^  from  te 
truth.   No  doubt  discharged  couvicta  sometimes  meet  with  very  senons  dififenlties  in  find- 
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ing  fcdtable  employment,  and  from  this  came  are  induced  to  retort  to  nnlawfiil^  ^ 
for  the  sapply  of  their  necessary  wants.  Bat  this  is  bj  no  means  the  cause  which 
alh^  leads  tnem  to  the  commission  of  crime. 

In  regard  to  those  recommitted  the  past  jear,  if  their  statements  are  to  be  credl 

no  one  was  led  to  the  comnussion  of  crime  firom  any  insuperable  difficulty  in  finding 
lawful  em^lo^ent 

Again :  it  is  not  maintained  that  it  is  an  uncommon  thing  for  those  who  commit  ctibm 
to  have  associates  in  their  guilt.  The  reverse  is  the  (act.  After  all,  it  is  nnqnestioiM* 
bly  true,  that  mnch  the  greater  proportion  of  those  who  commit  offences  prniiahable 
by  the  statute,  have  no  immediate  associates,  and  act  without  any  concert  with  odwriy 
at  circumstances  and  temptations  may  prompt. 

JABED  CURTIS,  Chaplain,  Mass.  S.  P. 

1838. — Physician's  Report. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital  of  this  institution  during  the  year 
ending  30th  September,  1838,  has  been  218.  The  aggregate  number  of  days^reti- 
dence  in  the  hospital  has  been  3,288.  To  this  should  be  added  412  days  abated  to  Itt- 
dividoalB,  and  1,076  days  of  light  labor. 

Seven  have  died,  namely,  three  of  pulmonary  consumption,  one  by  suicide,  one  of 
pneumonia,  two  at  69  and  78  years  of  age — these  may  be  said  to  have  died  of  old  age, 
naving  no  maiiced  disease  upon  them  at  the  time  of  cieath. 

During  the  year,  one  man  has,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Physician,  become  insane. 

Three  of  the  seven  deaths  have  been  of  pulmonary  consumption.  Out  of  twenty- 
three  deaths  which  have  occurred  during  the  last  five  years,  ten  have  been  of  this  com- 
plaint. The  Physician  has  not  been  able  to  trace  this  complaint  to  any  discipline  or 
employment  of  the  prison.  Among  the  causes  most  likely  to  produce  consumption  in 
those  predisposed,  none  are  more  powerful  than  a  dissipated  and  profligate  course  of 
life,  a  despondent  state  of  mind,  and  close  and  protracted  confinement.  Let  us  then 
compare  the  ten  deaths  above  referred  to  with  these  observations.  First,  we  find  by 
the  prison  records,  that  one  of  these  ten  had  been  confined  1  year  and  9  montlis ;  one, 
S  years;  one,  2  years  and  9  months;  one,  3  years;  one,  4  years  and  4  months;  one, 
5  years;  one,  10  years  and  4  months ;  one,  13  years  and  6  months ;  one,  14  years  and 
5  months ;  and  one,  24  years  and  2  months.  Again :  of  this  number,  three  were  en 
their  first  commitment,  four  on  their  second,  two  on  their  third,  and  one  on  his  fiitti. 
Affain :  three  of  this  number  entered  the  prison  with  the  disease  fixed  upon  Uiem 
wnile  a  carefiil  examination  of  the  list  of^  pardons  for  the  time  above  alluded  tn 
warrants  me  in  saying,  that  no  one  has  received  the  executive  clemency  during  ^' 
thne,  who  was  sick  of  cousumption  or  any  other  disease  threatening  his  life. 

WILLIAM  J.  WALKER,  Physician,  Mass.  S.  P 


1839. — Warden's  Report. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  October  1st,  1838,  302; 
mitted  from  the  jail  in  Boston,  1 ;  whole  number  of  con^iricts  received  into  prison  dm 
ing  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1839,  104:  total,  407.  Discharged  fi-om  priaoi 
during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1839 :  By  expiration  of  sentence,  77 ;  or  n 
mission  of  sentence,  7 ;  died,  5 :  total,  89.  Bemainmg  in  prison,  September  3(Mfa 
1839.  318. 

Age9  of  tho9e  in  Prison. — 15  to  20  years,  11 ;  20  to  25,  60 ;  25  to  30,  66 ;  30  to  39 
62 ;  35  to  40.  41 ;  40  to  45,  29  ;  45  to  50, 24  ;  50  to  55,  7  ;  55  to  60,  6  ;  60  to  65»  7 
65  to  70,  3 ;  75  to  80,  2. 

Term  of  Sentence: — 1  year,  23  ;  1  year  and  3  months,  1  ;  1  year  and  6  noontbs,  7 
2  years,  52 ;  2  years  and  3  months,  1 ;  2  years  and  6  months  3 ;  3  years,  53 ;  3  jmn 
and  3  months,  2 ;  3  years  and  6  months,  2 ;  4  years,  36 ;  5  years,  34 ;  6  years,  18 
7  years,  28 ;  7  years  and  5  months,  1 ;  8  years,  6 ;  9  years,  4  ;  10  years,  14 ;  11  yenn 
3;  11  years  and  8  months,  1;  12  years,  5;  13  years,  1 ;  14  years,  2 ;  15  years,  3;  S« 
years,  3  ;  during  natural  life,  16. 

CrisMs.— Murder,  3 ;  arson,  1st  degree,  2 ;  arson,  2nd  degree,  2 ;  manslanghtsr,  8 
assault,  with  intent  to  kill,  6 ;  attemjpt  to  commit  a  rape,  9 ;  attempt  to  poison,  1 ;  Mc 
mont  assault,  2 ;  robbery,  5 ;  burglary,  14 ;  attempt  to  commit  a  burglary,  1 ;  adn 
t«ry,  8 ;  lewd  and  lascivious  cohabitation,  1 ;  open  and  gross  lewdness,  1 ;  polygamy,  % 
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malidon*  burmng,  3 ;  breaking  and  entering  a  dweUing-hooie,  5 ;  entering  a  honae  in 
1^'c  night  dme,  without  breaking,  with  intent  to  steal,  2 ;  shop  breaking,  4 ;  breaking 
ind  entering  a  workshop  in  the  hoose  of  correction,  in  Suffolk  County,  in  the  ni^t 
lime,  and  stealing  therefrom,  1 ;  forgery,  14 ;  jviasing,  or  having  in  possession  with  in- 
it  nt  to  pass,  counterfeit  money,  10;  counterfeiting,  and  having  tools  for  making  coun- 
terfeit money,  1;  attempting  to  make  a  tool  or  die,  for  making  counterfeit  coin,  1; 
penary,  1 ;  escaping  from  the  house  of  correction  in  Suffolk  County,  1  ;  receiving 
'Stolen  goods,  4 ;  obtaining  goods  by  false  pretences,  7 ;  attempting  to  cheat  and  de- 
fraud, 1 ;  conveying  tools  into  jaU  with  mtent  to  facilitate  the  escape  of  prisoners,  1 ; 
embezzlement  and  larceny,  2  ;  common  and  notorious  theft,  23 ;  larceny,  172. 

Places,  of  Nativity. — Maine,  24;  New  Hampshire,  3 1 ;  Massachusetts,  123;  Ver 
mont,  13  ;  Rhode  Island,  8;  Connecticut,  11 ;  New  York,  17  ;  New  Jersey,  1 ;  Penn- 
xvlvania,  13;  Maryland,  1 ;  Virginia,  4;  North  Carolina,  1 ;  Louisiana,  1 ;  Missouri,  1; 
Florida,  1 ;  District  of  Columbia,  1 ;  British  Provinces  in  North  America,  4 ;  West  In- 
die;*, 2  ;  Cartbagena,  1 ;  England,  21 ;  Scotland,  4 ;  Ireland,  25 ;  France,  2  ;  Switzer- 
land, 1;  Germany,  2;  Italy,  1;  Sweden,  2 ;  Norway,  1;  Portugal,  1. 

Employment  .—--Stoneciiitenf  83;  carpenters,  3;  team  hands,  16;  tool  grinders,  4; 
blacksmiths,  20 ;  whitesmiths,  5 ;  shoemakers,  20 ;  tailors,  6 ;  cabinetmakers,  46 ;  op- 
hoistcrers,  15 ;  brusbmakers,  38 ;  hatters,  8 ;  coopers,  4 ;  tinmen,  9 ;  cooking,  wasb- 
iug,  etc.,  14  ;  waiters  and  messengers,  5  ,  barbers,  2  ;  sweepers  in  solitary  prison,  2 ; 
wood  sawyers  and  lumpers,  3 ;  invalids,  3 ;  superannuated,  1 ;  deranged,  2  ;  in  cells, 
under  obser%'ation,  3  ;  m  cell,  under  punishment,  1 ;  attendant  in  hospital,  1 ;  patienta 
in  hospital,  4. 

Of  tne  318  convicts  in  this  prison,  19  are  negroes  and  8  are  mulattoes. 

Of  those  received  the  last  year,  40  were  convicted  at  Boston ;  9  at  Concord ;  4  at 
Cambridge ;  1  at  Salem ;  4  at  Ipswich ;  2  at  Newburyport ;  2  at  Worcester ;  4  at 
Northampton ;  8  at  Springfield ;  1  at  Greenfield ;  7  at  Lenox ;  2  at  Plymouth ;  6  at 
New  Bedford ;  9  at  Taunton  ;  and  5  at  Dedham. 

It  appears  the  number  of  commitments  are  10,  and  that  of  recommitments  15,  lest 
than  during  the  year  1838.  The  whole  number  of  convicts,  however,  is  greater  by  16 
than  at  the  close  of  that  year.  The  increase  is  occasioned,  principally,  by  the  few  par- 
dons which  have  taken  place. 

There  have  been  no  commotions  nor  tumults,  nor  any  occasion  for  extraordinary 
punishments ;  on  the  contrary,  good  order,  industry,  and  a  general  observance  of  the 
wholesome  rules  and  regulations,  established  for  the  government  and  discipline  of  the 
institution,  have  been  maintained.  Still,  there  have,  occasionally,  been  refractory  sub- 
jects, who,  disregarding  not  only  their  own  comfort,  the  repeated  admonitions  of  the 
officers,  but  also  the  frequent  exhortations  of  the  Rev.  Chaplain,  are  so  stubborn  and 
self-willed,  as  to  r^der  a  resort  to  coercive  measures  absolutely  necessary  to  reduoe 
tfaem  to  submission,  and  to  sustain  the  discipline  and  good  order  of  the  institution.  But 
when  punishment  is  resorted  to,  it  is  never  carried  to  an  extreme ;  the  entire  snbmis- 
siou  of  the  offender  is  the  rule  of  graduation  in  most  cases.  A  sound  discretion  is  ever 
exercised  in  regard  to  punishments,  and  instead  of  going  beyond,  it  is  invariably  our 
practice  to  keep  within  the  dictates  of  an  enlightened  humanity. 

After  meeting  all  the  expenses  of  the  institution,  there  has  been  an  excess  of  income 
over  the  expenditures,  amounting  to  $4,633  27. 

Disbursements. — Cash  paid  for  provisions,  $14,031  74  ;  for  clothing,  3,501  01 ;  for 
hospital  expenses,  272  17  ;  for  fuel,  and  other  expenses,  3,060  07 ;  to  prisoners  dis- 
charged, 344  50 :  for  officers'  salaries,  15,948  46 ;  for  transportation  of  prisonen, 
793  40 ;  for  repairs  of  real  estate,  440  70 ;  to  balance,  being  profits,  4,633  27 :  total, 
$43,025  32. 

/acorn*.— By  stone  department,  $22,629  43;  by  kbor,  18,919  30;  by  fees  of  admit- 
tance, 1,15,8  50 ;  by  fixtures  and  tools,  63  99 ;  by  profit  and  loss,  214  10;  by  rents, 
40  00 :  total,  $43,225  32.     By  balance,  being  profit,  $4,633  27. 

CHARLES  LINCOLN,  Jr.,  Warden. 


1839. — Chaplain's  Report. 

Of  104  individuals,  103  have  been  minutely  questioned  on  various  topics  connected 
with  their  previous  history.  The  remaining  individual  is,  apparently,  laboring  nnder 
a  degree  of  mental  alienation,  and  for  this  reason,  no  statement  was  taken  from  hnn. 
This  man  is  one  of  the  number  reeommiUed,  and  was,  when  before  in  the  prison,  in  tlM 
same  aitoation. 
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In  regard  to  the  103  persona  questioned  as  above:  83  can  read  quite  well;  73 
both  read  and  write ;  64  can  read,  write,  and  cypher ;  10  can  read  put  pooiiy,  and  10 
oannot  read  at  all ;  5  of  whom  are  colored  persons.  Of  the  whole  number,  53  were 
habitually  intemperate  ;  44  were  occasional,  and  in  many  cases,  habitual  drinkers,  but 
did  not  drink  to  intoxication ;  6  were  strictly  temperate ;  44  left  home  in  early  Itfe,  to 
be  instructed  in  some  business  or  trade ;  34  of  this  number  did  not  serve  out  the  time 
agreed  on  ;  46  have  been  married ;  25  have  children  living ;  15  have  been  gamblen; 
47  have,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  companied  with  lewd  women ;  74  have  lived  in 
habitual  violation  of  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath ;  25  had  lost  ftither  before  the  age  of 
SI ;  12  had  lost  mother  before  the  age  of  21 ;  12  had  lost  both  parents  before  the  age 
of21. 

Of  the  number  recommmitted,  omitting  the  individual  already  mentioned  as  being 
partially  deranged,  7  were  habitually  intemperate ;  1  was  an  occasional  drinker,  and 
1  was  strictly  temperate. 

All  aflSrm,  that  previously  to  their  leaving  the  prison,  no  understanding  existed  be- 
tween them  and  any  other  prisoners  to  meet  after  their  discharge. 

One  states,  that  when  he  committed  bis  offence,  he  had  an  accomplice  whom  be  had 
known  while  in  prisofl^>with  whom  be  accidentally  met  a  number  of  mouths  after  hit 
discharge. 

Eight  of  this  number  stRte,  that  they  found  no  great  difficulty  in  procuring  employ- 
ment,  and  were  not  led  to  the  commission  of  crime  from  any  lack  of  honest  employment. 

One,  a  man  of  very  weak  mind,  states  thai  ke  could  not  get  employment^  and  in  hi* 
discouragement  committed  the  larceny  which  brought  him  back  to  prison. 

This  mant  before  the  commission  of  his  offence^  called  at  the  prison^  and  requested  to 
be  admitted  and  furnished  with  employment  and  a  home. 

Of  the  104  received  the  past  year,  only  29  were  native  bom  citizens  of  Massachuaetta. 

JARED  CURTIS,  Chaphun. 

1839. — Physician's  Report. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital  of  this  institution,  during  the  year 
ending  30th  September,  1839,  is  1 12.  The  aggregate  number  of  days'  residence  in  the 
hospital  is  1 ,788.  To  which  should  be  added  223  invalids,  each  for  a  day,  and  280 
days  light  labor. 

During  the  year  5  have  died,  namely :  June  3l8t,  Thomas  Whitney,  aged  32  years, 
of  pulmonary  consumption ;  June  30th.  Ebeuezer  Carr,  aged  63  years,  of  ossification 
of  the  arteries ;  August  2nd,  John  Hefferin,  aged  32  years,  of  cacbeccey ;  August  19thf 
John  Thompson,  aged  56  years,  of  pulmonary  consumption ;  Se^rtember  17  th,  John 
If  curse,  aged  32  years,  of  typhus  fever. 

Three  of  the  above  convicts  were  sick  of  the  diseases  of  which  they  died,  on  their 
admiaaion  to  the  prison,  and  had  performed  little  ur  no  labor. 

WILLIAM  J.  WALKER,  Fhyaidan. 


1840. — Warden's  Report. 


The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  October  1,  1839,  318;  whole 
namber  of  convicts  received  into  prison  during  tne  year  ending  September  30,  1840, 
103:  total,  421.  Discharged  from  prison  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1840, 
by  expiration  of  sentence,  83  ;  by  pardon  or  remission  of  sentence,  14  ;  died,  2:  total, 
99.     Remaining  in  prison,  September  30,  1840,  322. 

Ages  of  those  in  Prison.—Vrom  15  to  20  years,  11;  20  to  25, 56  ;  25  to  30. 79;  30  to 
35,60;  35  to  40,43;  40  to  45,30;  45  to  50, 22;  50  to  55,  7  ;  55  to  60,  4;  60  to  65,  4; 
65  to  70,  4  ;  70  to  75,  1 ;  80  and  over,  1. 

Term  of  Sentences. — 1  year,  20  ;  1  year  and  3  months,  2 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  9  j 
2  years,  54 ;  2  years  and  3  months,  1 ;  2  years  and  6  months,  6 ;  3  years,  53 ;  3  years 
and  3  months,  2  ;  3  years  and  5  months,  1 ;  3  years  and  6  months,  2  ;  4  years.  32 ;  5 
years,  33  ;  6  years,  18 ;  6  years  and  6  months,  2  ;  7  years,  28 ;  7  years  and  6  months,  1 ; 
8  years,  6  ;  9  years,  5:10  years,  15 ;  11  years  3 ;  11  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  12  years, 
5 ;  13  years,  1 ;  14  years,  2  ;  15  years,  3 ;  20  years,  3  ;  during  natural  life,  14. 

Crimes. — Murder,  punishmeut  commuted,  3  ;  manslaughter,  7  ;  assault,  with  intent 
to  murder,  6  ;  felonious  assault,  1 ;  robbery,  5 ;  attempt  to  poison,  1 ;  arson,  first  de- 
gree, punishment  commuted,  2 ;  arson,  second  degree,  2 :  malicious  burning,  4 ;  bar- 
glaiy,  13 ;  breaking  and  entering  a  dwelling-house,  4 ;  shop  breaking,  5  ;  breaking  and 
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MtMiii^  the  Gmiits  Bank,  1 ;  breakiD^  and  entering  a  worlcabop  in  the  Home  of  Cor> 
reotioD  m  Sofiblk  oountj,  in  the  night  time,  and  iteamig  therefrom,  1 ;  paifhig,  or  har^ 
ing  in  poMewion  with  intent  to  peM,  counterfeit  money,  10 ;  coonterfeitmg,  and  having 
toola  m  making  coanterfeit  money,  1 ;  attempting  to  make  a  tool  or  &  for  making 
ooanterfeit  com,  1 ;  forgery  and  perjury,  1 ;  peijury,  1 ;  obtaining  goods  by  false  pre- 
tences, 3  i  receiving  stolen  goods,  4 ;  embezzlement  and  larceny,  2 ;  common  and  no 
torioas  theft,  21 ;  larceny,  176  ;  attempt  to  commit  a  rape,  9;  polygamy,  2 ;  adulteiTt 
10 ;  lewd  and  lascivious  cohabitation^  3 ;  open  and  gross  lewdness,  1 ;  kidnapping,  1 ; 
eacaping  from  the  House  of  Connection  in  Suffolk  county,  3  f  conveying  tools  into  jail 
with  intent  to  fiicilitate  the  escape  of  prisoners,  2;  forgery,  16. 

Place*  of  Notify. — Maine,  22  ;    New  Hampshire,  26 ;    Massachusetts,  127  ;   Ver 
mont,  16 ;  Rhode  Island,  7  :  Connecticut,'  10 ;  New  York,  20 ;  New  Jersey,  2 ;  Penn 
^Ivania,  11;  Maryland,  3;  Virginia,  3;   North  Carolina,  2 ;   Missouri,  1;  Indiana,  I; 
Florida,  1 ;  District  of  Columbia,  1 ;  British  Provinces  in  North  America,  5 ;  Carthage* 
na,  1;    England,  20;    Scotland,  4;   Ireland,  29;    France,  2;    Italy,  1;    Germany,  2; 
Sweden,  2  ;  Portugal,  1 ;  Switzerland,  1 ;  Poland,  1. 

Employment. — Stonecutters,  87  ;  carpenters,  2 ;  team  hands,  20 ;  tool  grinders,  5 ; 
blacksmiths,  20 ;  whitesmiths,  5  ;  shoemakers,  23 ;  tailors,  5 ;  cabinetmakers,  46 ;  up- 
htilsterers,  15 ;  brushmakers,  29 ;  hatters,  9 ;  coopers,  4 ;  tinmen,  5 ;  cooking  and  wash* 
ing,  12 ;  waiters  and  messengers,  4 :  barbers,  2 ;  sweepers  in  solitary  prison,  2 ;  wood 
an^ryers  and  lumpers,  4 :  invalids,  5 ;  deranged,  5 ;  in  solitary,  under  sentence,  2 ;  pa- 
tients in  hospital,  10 ;  attendant  in  hospital,  1. 

Of  the  322  convicts  in  this  prison,  20  are  negroes  and  13  are  mulattoes.  Of  the  103 
convicts  received  the  past  year,  18  have  been  previously  confined  in  this  prison. 

The  old  methrxl  of  punishment,  by  solitary  confinement,  on  a  diet  of  bread  and  water, 
has  again  been  tested,  and  found  to  answer  no  better  purpose  in  subduing  stubborn 
ofiendiers  than  was  accomplished  by  it  in  the  earlier  years  of  this  establishment ;  some 
other  and  more  effectual  means  became  necessary  to  maintain  order  and  to  secure 
prompt  obedience.  To  avoid,  therefore,  if  possible,  the  necessity  of  again  resorting  to 
oorporal  punishment,  the  "  shower  bath"  has  been  introduced,  and  is  now  in  a  course 
of  experiment.  At  present,  it  seems  to  answer,  to  a  g<x>d  degree,  our  wishes  and  an- 
ticipations ;  but  it  is,  at  least,  doubtful,  if  it  proves  sufficiently  effective  to  restrain  the 
lx>ld  and  hardened  offender ;  and  it  is  most  probable  that  cases  will  arise  which  will 
X*eoder  it  necessary  to  inffict  a  moderate  amount  of  corporal  chastisement ;  a  mode  of 
punishment  which  seldom  fails  of  producing  the  most  decisive  and  salutary  results. 

There  are,  in  confinement,  several  convicts,  who  are  either  deranged,  or  so  for  defi- 
cient with  respect  to  their  mental  faculties,  as  to  render  it  very  difficult,  if  not  actually 
impoMible,  to  keep  them  under  the  restraints  required  by  a  rigid  discipline.  They  are 
«  constant  tax  upon  the  institution ;  for  if  they  are  put  to  labor,  their  earnings  amount 
%o  little  or  nothing;  and  several  are  in  a  condition  which  renders  them  very  unsafe  peiv 
nona  to  be  at  large  in  the  yard.  For  the  latter  class,  we  have  no  suitable  accommoda- 
tions ;  consequently,  they  are  very  likely  to  be  made  worse,  rather  than  improved  in 
mind,  by  a  continuance  in  this  place.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  of  the 
five  conricts  who  are.  suffering  under  the  effect  of  deranged  intellects,  to  an  extent 
iRrhich  requires  them  to  be  kept  in  cImo  confinement,  but  one  of  the  number  became 
reduced  to  this  situation  since  his  commitment  to  this  place.  The  others  were  de- 
ranged before  they  came  here. 

The  following  schedule  of  disbursements  and  income  shows,  afW  all  the  debts  are 
paid,  that  there  has  been  a  small  deficit  of  income  necessary  to  meet  the  expenditures 
of  the  year,  amounting  to  $179  43. 

Disbursements. — To  cash  paid  for  provisions,  f  12,803  65 ;  for  clothing,  2,988  17 ;  for 
lioepital  expenses,  271  63  ;  for  fuel,  and  other  expenses,  2,518  01 ;  to  prisoners  dis- 
oharged,  386  12 ;  to  officers,  for  salaries,  15,950  00 ;  for  transportation  of  prisoners, 
885  55  ;  for  repairs  of  real  estate,  404  39 ;  profit  and  loss,  444  01 ;  to  bills  chargeable 
to  the  stone  department,  not  yet  due,  4,237  79 :  total,  $40,889  32. 

Incame.-^By  stone  department,  $21,348  36;  bbor,  18,171  91 ;  fees  of  admittance, 
1,092  01 ;  fixtures  and  tools,  97  61 ;  balance,  being  a  deficit,  179  43 :  total,  $40,889  32. 

CHARLES  LINCOLN,  Jb.,  Waiden. 

1840. — Chaplain's  Report. 

Betnlts,  at  enoooragmg  and  happy,  have  been  witneased,  aa  the  froits  of  rehgioiit 
mad  moral  culture,  during  the  past  year,  as  in  almoat  any  preoeding  one,  linoe  the 
present  organization  of  the  institution  has  existed. 
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There  will  always  be  some,  whom  no  kind  offices  can  move,  and  whose  minds 
not  be  reached  by  any  influences  which  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them.    Bat  i 
very  many^  instances,  an  affectionate  attention  to  their  wants,  sympathy  in  their  aflUi 
tions,  advice  and  counsel,  faithfully  and  affectionately  given,  suited  to  their  cooditioa,^^ 
and  religious  instruction  in  conversation,  and  the  more  public  exercises  of  the  Sabl 
aohool  and  the  sanctuary,  produce,  habitually,  a  very  salutary  effect      The  heart  is 
tened,  the  passions  are  brought  under  control,  serious  and  salutary  reflection  indnced, 
and  resolutions  of  amendment  formed  and  strengthened. 

#  JABED  CURTIS,  Chnpkin. 


1840. — Physician's  Report. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital  of  this  institation  during  ihe  year 
ending  30th  September,  1840,  is  136.  The  aggregate  number  of  days*  residence  in 
the  hospital  is  2,314.  To  this  number  should  be  added  385  invalids  for  a  day,  and  310 
days  of^light  labor. 

During  the  year,  2  have  died,  namely,  April  5th,  Joseph  Francis,  aged  33  years,  of 
hydrothorax ;  May  20tb,  John  Saunders,  aged  26  years,  of  pulmonary  consamptifla. 

If  we  take  the  whole  number  of  deaths  for  seven  years,  and  compare  it  with  the 
average  number  of  convicts  for  the  same  time,  we  shall  find  the  mortality  to  be  as  one 
to  sixty-eight  and  two-fifths.  A  very  favorable  result,  especially  if  we  consider  ihat, 
during  the  above  time,  no  one  has  received  the  executive  clemency  who  was  at  the 
time  sick  of  any  disease  threatening  his  life. 

During  the  past  year,  a  general  vaccination  has  been  practiced  in  prison.  Of  the 
whole  number  inoculated,  (304,)  forty-one  only  had  the  disease  going  throaj^b  all  its 
stages  in  a  regular  manner.  And  no  one  who  had  previously  received  vaccmatioQ  or 
imall-pox  was  of  this  number.  From  the  above  data,  we  learn  that  only  about  one  in 
■even  were  unprotected  from  small-pox,  and,  as  I  believe,  that  a  single  vaccination  is 
at  good  a  guarantee  against  small-pox  as  can  be  afforded  by  any  number  of  inocnlatioos. 

WILLIANI  J.  WALKER,  ~" 


1841 . — Inspectors'  JR^eport. 

The  Inspectors  have,  during  the  past  year,  regularly  visited  the  prison,  and  mmutely 
examined  every  part  of  it,  and  the  condition,  treatment,  and  employment  of  the  pria- 
oners ;  and  they  haVe  also  inspected  the  journals  of  daily  occurrences,  and  all  the  ccm- 
cems  of  the  prison,  as  often  as  the  law  requires. 

The  discipline  of  the  prison  has  been  effectually  preserved  without  resort  to  stripes, 
(except  in  a  very  few  instances,)  by  the  use  of  mild  punishments.  The  prisoners  are 
•afficiently  fed  with  wholesome  food,  comfortably  clothed,  and  treated  with  humanity 
and  mildness. 

More  space  within  the  walls  is  very  desirable,  but  this  cannot  be  obtained  without 
great  expense.  The  enlargement,  however,  of  some  of  the  workshops,  is  practicable, 
and  very  desirable  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  prisoners. 

WILLIAM  MINOT,  ^ 

SAMUEL  6REELE,  >  InspectiNn. 

BRADFORD  SUMNER,     J 


1841. — Warden's  Report. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  September  30,  1840,  was  383 ; 
whole  number  of  convicts  received  into  prison  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1841,  131 :  total,  453. 

Discharged  from  prison  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1841,  by  exoiration 
of  sentence,  86  ;  by  pardon  or  remission  of  sentence,  26 ;  by  order  of  court,  2 ;  aied,  8 : 
total,  122.     Remaining  in  prison,  September  30,  1841,  331. 

Age$  of  tko$e  in  Prisan.-^lb  to  20  years,  21 ;  20  to  25,  66 ;  25  to  30,  58 ;  30  to  35, 
72;  35  to  40,  38;  40  to  45,  27 ;  45  to  50,  21 ;  50  to  55  years,  14 ;  55  to  60,  6 ;  60  to 
65.  4 ;  65  to  70,  2 ;  70  to  75,  1 ;  80  and  over,  1 :  total,  331. 
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Term  of8enie»et$. — 1  year,  51 ;  1  jenr  and  3  monthi,  3 ;  1  year  and  6  moiitfas,  4; 
S  years,  A ;  2  yean  and  1  month,  1 ;  2  yean  and  3  montha,  1 ;  2  yean  and  6  montfaa, 
S ;  3  years,  48 ;  3  yean  and  3  months,  1 ;  3  yean  and  5  months,  1 ;  4  years,  32 ;  4 
^reanns  and  6  months,  1 ;  5  yeiiri,  37 ;  6  years,  13 ;  6  yean  and  5  months,  1 ;  6  yean 
mnd  6  months,  1 ;  7  yean,  22  ;  7  yean  and  5  months,  1 ;  8  yean,  5 ;  9  yean,  4 ;  10 
years.  20 ;  11  years,  3 ;  11  yean  and  6  months,  1 ;  12  yean,  ^ ;  14  yean,  2 ;  15  yean, 
4 ;   17  yean,  1 ;  20  yean,  3 ;  35  yean,  1 ;  during  natunl  life,  13. 

Crinus. — Murder,  punishment  commuted,  3 ;  manslaughter,  6 ;  assault,  with  intent  to 
murder,  9  *,  felonious  assault,  2 ;  highway  robbery,  fint  degree,  1 ;  second,  9 ;  arson, 
first  degree,  2  ;  arson,  second  degree,  2 ;  malicious  burning,  4 ;  malicious  mischief,  2 ; 
l>arglary,  16;  breaking  and  entenng  a  dwellins-house,  4;  breaking  and  entering  the 
Grauite  Bank,  1;  forgery,  10;  passing,  or  havmg  in  possession  with  intent  to  pass, 
counterfeit  money,  6  ;  counterfeiting,  and  having  tools  for  making  counterfeit  money, 
1 ;  perjury  and  forgery,  1 ;  cheating,  by  false  pretences,  5  ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  2  ; 
embezzlement  ana  larceny,  1 ;  attempt  to  commit  a  larceny  in  a  dwelling-house,  1 ; 
l>reaking  and  entering  a  workshop  in  the  house  of  correction  in  Suffolk  coun^,  in  the 
night  time,  and  stealing  therefrom,  1 ;  larceny,  190 ;  common  and  notorious  theft,  28 ; 
attempt  to  commit  a  rape.  9  ;  polygamy,  1 ;  incest,  1 ;  adultery,  7  ;  lewd  and  lascivious 
cohabitation,  3 ;  kidnapping,  1 ;  escaping  from  the  house  of  correction  in  Suffolk 
county,  2. 

Statet  and  countries  of  which  they  are  native*.— Maine,  24  ;  New  Hampshire,  26  ; 
Massachusetts  126 :  Vermont,  21;  Rhode  Island,  13  ;  Connecticut,  15;  New  York,  22; 
New  Jersey,  1 ;  Pennsylvania,  7  ;  Maryland,  5 ;  Virginia,  2  ;  North  Carolina,  2  ;  Mis- 
souri, 1 ;  Indiana,  1 ;  Florida,  1 ;  Carthagena,  1 ;  England,  21 ;  Scotland,  3 ;  Ireland, 
26  ;  France,  3 ;  Italy,  1 ;  Canada,  1 ;  Germany,  3 ;  Poland,  1 ;  Sweden,  1 ;  Switzer- 
land, 1 ;  Malta,  1 ;  Portugal,  1. 

Employment. — Stonecuttera,  93;  carpenten,  2;  team  hands,  14;  tool  grinden,  4; 
"blacksmiths,  23;  whitesmiths,  3;  shoemakera,  19 ;  tailon,  6;  cabinetmaken,  52 ;  np- 
liolsteren,  19 ;  brushmakera,  33 ;  batten,  10 :  coopen,  5 ;  tinmen,  7  ;  cooking  and 
^washing,  14;  waiten  and  messengen,  4;  barben.  2;  sweepen  in  solitary  prison,  3; 
"wood  sawyen  and  lumpen,  5 ;  invalids,  2  ;  in  cells,  deranged,  3 ;  in  solitary  confine- 
ment, 3 ;  in  solitary  punishment,  1 ;  attendants  in  hospital,  2 ;  patients  in  hospital,  2. 
Of  the  331  convicts  in  this  prison,  22  are  negroes  and  14  are  mulattoes.  • 

Of  the  131  convicts  received  the  past  year,  16  have  been  previously  confined  in  this 
prison. 

The  number  of  commitments  during  the  past  year  exceeds  that  of  any  preceding  year 
in  the  history  of  this  institution,  excepting  the  yean  1817  and  1818,  a  period  when  the 
State  of  Maine  formed  a  part  of  this  Commonwealth. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  all  the  convicts  annually  received  have  had  no  experience 
in  the  mechanical  trades  carried  on  in  this  prison,  and  from  their  previous  habits  and 
pursuits  in  life,  it  is  very  evident  that  most  or  them  have  but  little,  if  any  inclination  to 
en^ige  in  such  employments. 

DuburMments. — Cash  paid  for  provisions,  $11,050  35;  clothing,  3,996  78;  hospital 
expenses,  297  41 ;  fuel  and  other  expenses,  2,862  85 ;  prisonen  discharged,  424  00 ; 
officera*  salaries,  15,947  75 ;  transportation  of  prisoners,  1,304  40;  repain  of  real  estate, 
385  53 :  profit  and  loss  account,  587  05  :  total,  $36,856  12. 

Imeome.Stone  department,  $16,573  49 ;  labor  department,  18,085  96 ;  fees  of  ad- 
mittance, 1,180  75  :  total,  $35,840  20.  Balance,  being  a  deficit  of  earnings  to  meet  the 
expenses,  $1,015  92.  CHARLES  LINCOLN,  Jr.,  Waiden. 


1841. — Chaplain's  Report. 

A  new,  and  it  is  believed  much  improved  organization  has  recently  taken  place  in 
the  Sunday  school,  by  which  competent  teachen  nave  been  secured  to  take  charge  of  the 
several  clssses,  steadily  and  for  tne  season.  By  this  arrangement  a  change  from  Sab- 
bath to  Sabbath  is  avoided.  The  teachen  will  now  become  acquainted  with  the  mem- 
ben  of  their  classes — know  better  than  they  otherwise  could  how  to  adapt  their  in- 
structions to  their  capacities  and  wants,  and  be  made  to  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  spir- 
itual and  moral  improvement  of  those  intrusted  to  their  chaise,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
the  memben  of  these  classes  become  strongly  attached  to  those  whose  Christian  benev- 
▼olence  brings  them  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath  to  their  prison-house,  in  performance  of 
tiieir  labor  fa  love  and  compassion.  The  appearance  of  the  school  has  never  exhibited 
■o  inach  of  cheering  promi^  as  at  the  present  time. 
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It  will  doabtless  be  gratifying  to  your  excellency  and  honors  to  learn,  that  Tory  many 
who  have  been  discharged  from  thit  institution  iu  yean  past,  are  now  sober,  industrioDs, 
and  respectable  members  of  the  cummunity,  and  some  m  regular  and  good  standing  in 
our  Christian  churches ;  an4  it  is  thought,  Uiat  of  those  who  have  been  discharged  the 
pest  year,  a  greater  number  than  usual  seemed  honestly  and  resolutely  determined, 
wich  the  help  of  God,  to  live  lives  of  sobrie^,  industry,  and  virtue. 

It  is  highly  important  with  this  unhappy  class  of  men,  when  they  shall  be  discharged 
from  their  coufiaement,  and  shall  manifest  a  disposition  to  make  amends  for  the  past— 
shall  be  seeking  for  employment  and  manifest  a  desire  to  regain  a  reputable  ■tanaing  in 
society,  be  taken  by  tlie  hand,  and  by  all  appropriate  acts  of  kindness,  be  patronized 
and  encouraged  to  persevere  in  the  ways  of  well-doing.  Let  them  not,  by  frowns  and 
chilling  repiu^ies,  be  disheartened,  and  from  unkind  treatment  be  forced  to  draw  the 
ooodusion  that  they  are  doomed  to  be  outcasts,  and  thus  driven  in  despair  back  npon 
their  former  vicious  and  ruinous  courses  of  life.  There  is  a  wonderful  charm  in  Chris- 
tian sympathy  and  kiuduess,  to  win  back  tu  virtue  the  wayward  and  the  wandering. 
A  kind  hand  extended,  a  look  of  compassion,  or  a  smile  of  approval  and  encouragement, 
will  do  more  to  allure  to,  and  secure  m,  the  path  of  virtue  and  peace,  than  all  the  frowns 
and  rebulTt}  and  reproachful  epitliets  with  which  some  may  be  di8|x>sed  to  treat  them. 

The  whole  number  of  j)risoner8  received  this  year  is  131,  only  55  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  this  Commonwealth. 

To  the  length  of  serUencea  to  hard  labor  in  the  State  prison,  where  snch  sentences 
are  for  a  term  of  yearSf  and  not  for  life^  the  undersigned  has  given  much  thought,  and 
has  studied  to  come  to  a  correct  c(mclusion  iu  re^ani  to  it.  ne  has  carefully  watched 
the  operation  of  confinement  and  wholesome  discipline  on  the  minds  and  hearts  of  those 
subjected  to  their  influence,  as  the  term  of  their  sentences  has  progressed,  and  he  is 
free  to  say,  that  the  conviction  has  been  strengthening  in  his  mind,  from  year  to  year, 
that  many  of  the  sentences  ore  unnecessarily  and  injuriously  severe.  It  is  behaved 
that  the  cause  of  humanity  would  be  subserved,  and  the  autnority  of  the  laws  at  the 
tame  time  maintained,  by  a  very  material  change  in  most,  or  even  aU,  the  longer  aen« 
tences,  for  a  term  of  yeara^  as  at  present  established  by  our  criminal  statutes. 

Correct  principles  of  prison  discipline  aim  to  reform  as  well  as  punish  the  offender. 
When  discharged  from  his  confinement,  they  would  send  him  back  into  society  with  a 
r#novated  character,  prepared  to  bless  his  friends  and  the  community  of  which  he 
may  be  a  member ;  and  while  our  laws  should  be  so  framed  as  to  be  *'  a  terror  to 
evil-doers,"  they  should  never  lose  sight  of  ultimate  benefit  and  the  best  practical  re- 
iolts,  to  all  those  whom  they  may  subject,  to  penitentiary  discipline.  The  undersigned 
cherishes  a  confident  belief  that  it  is  neither  the  duration  nor  the  severi^  of  punish- 
ment, to  which  we  are  to  look  for  those  results  which  are  designed  to  be  produced  by 
our  present  improved  s;^stem  of  prison  discipline,  but  rather  to  its  nature  or  kind,  and 
die  manner  of  its  infliction.  He  is  furthermore  satisfied,  from  long  and  careful  obser- 
vation, that  in  a  great  majority  of  instances,  whatever  may  be  the  length  of  the  sen- 
tence to  which  the  convict  is  subjected,  where  a  hopeful  reformation  or  change  of  char- 
acter takes  place,  the  work  is  accomplished  in  a  comparatively  short  period  of  time 
after  his  commitment  to  the  prison.  If  the  first  two  or  three  years  pass  away  without 
any  sensible  and  hopeful  transformation  of  character,  the  anticipations  of  the  niture  are 
always  painful.  It  is  true  there  are  occasional  exceptions,  but  they  are  comparatiyely 
few.  By  long  confinement  the  mind  becomes  accustomed  to  its  condition,  and  ordi- 
narily becomes  more  and  more  insensible,  and  consequently  less  and  less  impressible, 
whatever  means  or  motives  may  be  applied  to  waken  its  sensibilities  or  move  it  to 
penitence. 

In  connection  with  these  remarks,  the  undersigned  would  suggest,  whether  the 
penalties  of  20,  14,  10,  7  and  5  years,  may  not,  wisely  and  safely,  ce  changed  to  10, 
7,  5,  I  and  3  years,  or  to  something  not  varying  materially  from  tliat  ratio, — ^leaving 
sentences  for  life,  and  those  for  confinement  for  1  and  2  years,  to  stand  as  they  now 
are.  3uch  a  step  would,  it  is  believed,  very  soon  materially  lessen  the  number  of  con- 
Ticts  in  our  prison,  and  furthermore  greatly  reduce  the  multif^ed  applications  now 
made  to  the  executive  department  of  ue  government  for  pardon  and  remission  of  sen- 
tences. In  fact,  very  few,  whatever  may  be  their  term  of  sentence,  are  retained  in 
prison  beyond  the  period  of  7  or  10  years.  Would  it  not  be  better,  then,  to  lessen  by 
statute  the  term  of  confinement,  than  to  burden  the  executive  with  the  labor  of  exer- 
oising  the  pardoning  power  as  frequently  as  it  is  now  considered  a  duty  to  do  it,  in 
eonseqnence  of  the  severe  operation  of  laws  framed  to  meet  a  state  of  things  Tory  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  now  exists,  and  which  existing  circumstances  do  not  teem  to 
call  for  ?  JABED  CUBTIS.  Ch^bin. 
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1841. — ^Physiciait's  Rsport. 

The  nmiibflr  of  patienti  admitted  into  the  hospital  of  the  MaaMobntetta  State  Priaoo 
cbiring  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1841,  it  144.  The  aggregate  number  of  daja 
ndence  in  the  hospital  is  2,504.  In  addition  to  this,  357  days  laTOr  have  been  abated 
inTalids  for  a  day,  and  298  days  light  labor  have  been  advised  by  the  physician. 
I>uring  the  year,  8  have  died/oamely :  November  15th,  John  H  Swinton,  ased  32 
«Hira,  of  pulmonary  consumption ;  January  7th,  Levi  Parker,  aged  17  years,  of  chro> 
ic  tubercnlar  peritonitis ;  February  4th,  John  H.  Ashburg,  aged  24  years,  of  pulmonary 
oonamnption;  March  5th,  John  Crowell,  aged  41  years,  of  tubercles:  March  16th, 
lienry  Comstock,  aged  31  years,  of  pulmonary  consumption ;  May  6th,  William  Brown, 
aiged  47  years,  of  dropsy;  May  lOth,  John  Fmnemore,  aged  28  years,  of  hydrothorax; 
August  15th,  Obediah  (jurdon,  aged  66  years,  of  dropsv. 

Of  this  number,  3  entered  the  prison  sick,  and  fiir  advanced  in  the  diseases  of  which 
thej  died. 

W.  J.  WALKER,  PhyticiBn. 


1842. — Inspectors'  Report. 


The  prison  has  lately  sustained  a  pecuniary  loss,  (the  exact  amount  of  which  cannot 
at  present  be  ascertained,)  by  the  failure  of  the  Pbcenix  Bank,  in  Charlestown.  The 
funds  of  the  prison  have,  for  several  years,  been  kept  in  this  bank,  which,  from  its 
its  locality,  was  a  very  convenient  place  of  deposit,  and  which  was  considered,  by  the 
public  generally,  as  well  as  by  the  Warden,  to  oe  as  safe  as  any  other  bank  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Deranged  persons  and  idiots  are  sometimes  committed  by  courts,  who  are  xmdoubt- 
edly  igtforant  of  their  actual  condition ;  and  occasionally  convicts  are  deprived  of  their 
reason  during  their  residence  here.  The  prison  affords  no  means  of  relieving  these 
nnhnppy  prisoners ;  as  they  cannot  safely  be  employed  in  labor,  and  are  not  tne  sub- 
jects of^discipline,  they  are  necessarily  confined  in  solitude,  which  generally  aggravates 
tJie  disease. 

In  this  prison  the  insane  are  forgotten  by  the  public,  and  sequestered  from  the  hu- 
manity of  their  friends  and  kindred,  and  doomed  to  spend  years  in  hopeless  misery. 

The  Warden  has,  for  two  or  three  years  past,  dispensed  with  corporal  punishment, 
(except  in  very  rare  instances,)  and  endeavored  to  preserve  the  discipline  of  the  prison 
by  mild  coercion,  and  by  a  kind  regard  to  the  feeligs  and  comfort  of  Uie  convicts.  This 
has  bad,  -generally,  the  desired  effect,  to  make  them  healthy,  contented,  and  obedient. 
Tat  all  remedies  occasionally  lose  their  efficacy,  and  new  modes  of  coercion,  and  other 
indacementB  to  right  conduct,  must  be  resorted  to. 

WILLIAM  MINOT,        ) 
SAMUEL  GREELE,        >  Inqpecton. 
BRADFORD  SUMNER,  ) 


1842. — Warden's  Report. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  in  prison,  October  1st,  1841,  was  331 ;  whole  number 
of  convicts  received  into  prison  during  the  year  ending  September,  30,  1842,  85 :  to- 
ttd,  416.  Discharged  from  prison  during  the  year  ending  September,  30,  1842 :  By 
expiration  of  sentence,  112;  by  pardon  or  remission  of  sentence,  9 ;  by  order  of  court, 
6;  di(^,  2,  (1  by  suicide,) :  total,  129.     Remaining  in  prison,  September  30, 1842,  287. 

Ages  of  those  in  Pruon.^15  to  20  years,  21 ;  20  to  25,  44  ;  25  to  30,  66 ;  30  to  35, 
57 ;  35  to  40,  38 ;  40  to  45,  24  ;  45  to  50, 14  ;  50  to  55,  13 ;  55  to  60,  4 ;  60  to  65,  8  ; 
65  to  70,  2  ;  80  and  over,  1. 

Term  of  Sentences. — 1  year,  27  ;  1  year  and  3  months,  1 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  4 ; 
S  years.  37  ;  2  years  and  6  months,  3 ;  3  years,  48 ;  3  years  and  6  mon^.  1 ;  4  years, 
37 ;  5  years,  35  ;  6  years,  12 ;  6  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  7  years,  22 ;  8  years,  5 ;  9 
years,  4 ;  10  years,  17 ;  11  years,  3 ;  12  years,  5 ;  14  years,  2 ;  15  years,  4 ;  17  years, 
1 ;  20  years,  3 ;  35  years,  1 ;  during  naUiral  life,  14 :  total,  287. 

Crimes. — Murder,  4 ;  manslaughter,  5 ;  assault,  with  intent  to  murder,  7 ;  felonioiia 
nnult,  1 ;  highway  robbery,  first  degree,  4 ;  hi^way  robbery,  second  degree,  4 ;  ar- 
son, 1st  degree,  2 ;  arson,  2nd  degree,  3 ;  malidooi  barmng,  3 ;  malicioosly  aettmg  lira 
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to  a  mannfiu^tory,  which  waa  deatroyed,  with  iti  contenta,  1 ;  bumiiig  a  bam,  2 ;  a^ 
aaalt  to  maim,  1 ;  aManlt  and  larceny,  1 ;  aasanlt  and  robbery,  1 ;  anault,  with  intent 
to  rob,  1 ;  kidnapping,  1 ;  burglary,  18 ;  burglary  and  forgery,  1 ;  breaking  and  entet* 
ing  a  dwelling-bouse,  with  intent  to  steel,  4;  attempt  to  commit  larceny  in  a  dweUinc- 
house,  1 ;  breaking  and  entering  the  Qranite  Bank,  1 ;  breaking  the  Norfolk  Bank,  m 
Hoxbury,  and  stealing  therefrom,  3 ;  breaking  and  entering  the  Merchants'  Bank,  in 
New  Bedford,  1 ;  forgery,  4 ;  forgery  and  perjury,  1 ;  forgery  and  larceny,  1 ;  forgery, 
and  cheating  by  false  pretences,  2 ;  passing,  or  having  in  possession  with  intent  to  pasa, 
counterfeit  bank  bills,  7 ;  counterfeitmg,  and  having  in  possession  tools  to  mi^Le  coim- 
terfeit  money,  1 ;  cheating  by  false  pretences,  3 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  2 ;  stealing  from 
the  person,  5 ;  common  and  notorious  theft,  29  ;  larceny,  138  ;  larceny  in  a  abop  in  the 
House  of  Correction  in  Suffolk  County,  1 ;  shop-breaking,  1 ;  escaping  from  the  Hoosa 
of  Correction,  in  Suffolk  County,  1 ;  attempt  to  commit  a  rape,  7 ;  incest,  1 ;  bigamy,  1 ; 
adultery,  5 ;  lewd  and  lascivious  cohabitation,  6  :  polygamy,  1 :  total,  287. 

Places  of  Nativity. — Maine,  24;  New  Hampshire,  27;  Massachusetts,  114;  Veiw 
mont,  16;  Rhode  Island,  8;  Connecticut,  8;  New  York,  21;  New  Jersey,  3;  Penn- 
sylvania, 4 ;  Maryland.  6  ;  Virginia,  2  ;  North  Carolina,  2 ;  Missouri,  1 ;  Indiana,  1 ; 
Ohio.  1 ;  Canada,  1 ;  Nova  Scotia,  1 ;  England,  15 ;  Scodand,  4 ;  Ireland,  16  ;  France, 
2 ;  Germany,  5  ;  Sweden,  1 ;  Malta,  1 ;  Portugal,  2  ;  Isle  of  Bourbon,  1 :  total,  287. 

Employment. — Stonecutters,  G6;  Carpenters,  3;  team  hands,  10;  Uk>1  grinders,  3; 
blacksmiths,  19;  whitesmiths,  4;  shoemakers,  13;  tailors,  5;  cabinetmakers,  50; 
upholsterers,  20  ;  brushraakers,  18;  hatters,  11 ;  coopers,  6;  tinmen,  8 ;  cooking  and 
washing,  14;  waiters  and  messengers,  3 ;  barbers,  2 ;  sweepers  in  solitary  prison.  3; 
wood  sawyers  and  lumpers,  5 ;  invalids,  7 ;  in  cell,  deranged,  1 ;  in  solitaiy  confine* 
ment,  5 ;  attendants  in  hospital,  2 ;  patients  in  hospital,  9 :  total,  287. 

Of  the  287  convicts  in  prison,  56  are  recommitments,  viz. :  38  are  "  second  comers,** 
13  are  *'  third  comers,"  3  are  "  fourth  comers,"  1  is  a  "  fiflh  comer,"  and  1  is  a  "  sixth 
comer." 

Of  the  56  recommitments,  as  above  specified,  only  7  took  place  the  last  year;  of  this 
number,  6  are  "  second  comers,"  and  la"  third  comer:"  6  were  convicted  of  larceny, 
and  1  was  adjudged  a  common  and  notorious  thief. 

There  are  20  negroes  and  12  mulattoes  in  this  prison. 

Daring  the  ten  years  from  1820  to  1830,  the  year  that  the  improved  discipline  was 
fully  established,  the  total  number  of  commitments  to  this  prison  was997»averaging99 
and  seven-tenths  per  annum.  Of  this  number,  198  were  recommitments,  and  averaging 
19  and  eight-tenths  per  annum.  The  whole  number  committed  during  the  twelve  years, 
from  1830  to  1842,  was  1,234,  averaging  102  and  ten-twelfths  per  annum.  Of  this 
number,  169  were  recommitments,  averagmg  14  and  one-twelflh  per  annum,  and  show- 
ing a  very  considerable  improvement  compared  with  the  period  first  named.  The 
results  of  the  past  year  are  still  more  favorable ;  and,  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  there  has  been  a  reduction  of  commitments  amounting  to  46,  and  of  recommit- 
ments 9.  In  the  year  ending  September  30,  1841,  56  of  the  number  committed  were 
natives  of  this  State ;  the  post  year  the  number  was  but  28. 

Seventy-one  of  those  committed  the  past  year,  were  convicted  of  crimes  against 
property,  and  the  remainder,  of  various  other  offences.  Thinking  it  misht  be  interest- 
ing to  know,  occasionally,  the  amount  of  property  involved  in  cases  of  theft,  and  other 
kindred  offences,  some  pains  have  been  taken  to  examine  the  copies  of  indictments  on 
file  in  this  institution,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  this  fact. 

It  appears  from  these  documents,  that  the  amount  of  property  which  was  stolen,  or 
otherwise  obtained  by  dishonest  practices,  is  $25,389  07.  Of  Uiis  sum,  it  is  believed, 
from  such  information  as  could  oe  readily  obtained  on  the  subject,  that  not  lesa  than 
$21,000  was  finally  recovered  by  the  rishtml  owners  of  the  property.  In  addiricm  to 
this,  three  individuals  were  convicted  of  having  in  possession,  with  intent  to  pass,  or  of 
actually  passing,  counterfeit  bank  bills,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  the  sum  of  $38. 
Three  others  were  convicted  of  maliciously  setting  fire  to  buildings,  which  were  con- 
sumed. The  total  loss  of  property  in  these  cases  is  supposed  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of 
$5,000.  From  these  statements,  it  appears  that  the  total  loss  of  property  to  the  com- 
muiiity,  by  the  offences  proved  against  seventy-one  of  the  convicts  committed  the  past 
year,  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $9,428.  This,  however,  does  not  include  the  ex- 
penses attending  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  the  offenders. 

One  of  the  number  was  convicted  of  stealing  $16,000  from  the  Salisbury  Mannfiio- 
toring  Company,  and  was  sentenced  to  5  years  hard  labor.  The  money  stolen  was 
finally  recoveroid.  Nine  were  convicted  ot  taking  property,  amounting  in  the  aggre- 
gate to  $4,906  25 ;  eighteen,  of  the  sum  of  $3,360  48 ;  eight,  the  sum  of$545  82 ;  nuM, 
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the  nm  of  1999  €7 ;  eigfateen,  tile  Kun  of  $272  25,  end  two  did  not  inooeed  in  ttking 
■Off  propertj.    The  nnallett  lain  specified  in  any  indictment  was  $2,  a  larceny  pom 
suited  in  a  dwelling-hoase.     The  sentence  in  this  case  was  two  years  at  hard  labor 
TIm  ooQviets  who  stole  the  highest  and  the  lowest  sums  specified,  are  each  17  years 
of  age. 

During  a  large  portion  of  the  year,  an  unusual  degree  of  seriousness  seemed  to  per- 
Tade  the  minds  ol  a  lam  number  of  the  convicts,  and  a  deep  interest  was  apparently 
felt  on  the  important  subject  of  religion.  It  was  cheering  to  the  heart  of  the  Cnristian, 
and  cause  for  gratitude  to  God,  to  witness  the  deep  feeling  of  penitence,  and  the  ap- 
parent contrition  of  spirit,  of  some  of  the  most  hardened  sinners,  who  had  resisted  every 
entreaty,  and  disregarded,  with  almost  perfect  indifierence,  the  most  touching  appeals 
to  their  hearts  and  their  consciences  for  years — now  with  the  meekness  and  docility 
of  children,  sitting  down  to  learn  the  first  principles  of  the  religion  of  our  blessed  Sa^ 
viour.  We  cannot  but  hope,  that  many  who  were  thus  afiected  during  this  most  re- 
markable season  of  religious  interest  in  a  prison,  will  be  permitted,  at  last,  to  unite  in 
the  song  of  redeeming  love  in  heaven. 

Disburtementt. — Cash  paid  for  provisions,  $9,578  78 ;  clothing,  3,365  28 ;  hospital 
expenses,  245  29 ;  fuel  and  other  expenses,  2,605  18 ;  prisoners  discharged,  433  75 ; 
oflScers'  salaries,  15,950  00  ;  transportation  of  convicts,  619  98  ;  repairs  of  real  estate, 
286  60  ;  bills  payable,  1,144  00  :  total,  $34,228  86.    Balance,  being  profits,  $35,160  22. 

Income, — Stone  department,  $15,437  27 ;  labor  department,  18,581  70 ;  fees  of  ad- 
mittance. 1,141  25:  total,  $35,160  22. 

CHARLES  LINCOLN,  Jr.,  Warden 


1842. — Chaplain's  Report. 

The  records  of  the  prison  show,  that  during  the  year  ending  with  September,  1841, 
the  nnmber  of  commitments  was  131,  sixteen  of  which  had  been  previously  committed, 
^be  past  year,  85  only  have  been  received — 46  less  than  during  the  previous  year,  and 
cif  these,  seven  only  are  recommitments. 

In  connection  with  these  facts,  it  is  interesting  to  notice,  that  of  the  85  thus  eommit- 
XmA  the  past  year,  only  28  were  native  bom  citizens  of  Massachusetts. 

J  ABED  CURTIS,  Chaplain. 


1843. — Inspectors'  Report. 


On  looking  back  on  the  leading  events  of  the  past  year,  the  mind  naturally  falls  upon 
the  tragical  and  much  lamented  death  of  the  late  Warden,  Mr.  Lincoln.  Cut  down  at 
tie  was  in  the  midst  of  his  years,  in  the  strength  and  vigor  of  life,  by  the  hand  of  vio- 
lence, severing  at  once  a  thousand  tender  ties,  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  those  dark 
and  mysterious  dispensations  of  Providence  which  we  cannot  now  understand  and  may 
not  inquire  into.  In  this  calamity,  and  in  all  its  painful  incidents,  we  deeply  and  feel- 
ingly sympathize  with  the  bereaved  and  afflicted  family. 

It  is  but  a  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Lincoln  to  say,  that  by  his  mild  and 
equable  temper,  his  natural  energy  of  character,  and  his  long  and  varied,  experience  in 
the  office  he  held  till  his  death,  he  was  eminently  qualified  for  its  arduous  and  difficult 
duties. 

The  great  secret  of  government  in  all  penitentiary  establishments,  undoubtedly  is, 
that  those  who  are  in  authority  should  let  tne  convict  know  and  understand,  in  a  proper 
manner,  (and  this  is  practicable,)  that  he  is  looked  upon  as  a  man,  as  a  fellow-man,  and 
that  however  abject  his  condition,  however  flagrant  his  offence,  nr  degrading  his  pun- 
ishment, still  there  are  those  who  feel  a  deep  interest  in  his  welfare.  All  this  is  en- 
tirely consistent  with,  and  will  promote  Uie  highest  practical  degree  of  obedience  and 
subordination. 

There  is  a  subject  which  we  deem  important,  and  to  which  we  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  ask  the  attention  of  government,  and  that  is,  the  case  of  a  number  of  insane  convicts 
now  confined  within  the  walls  of  the  prison,  some  of  whom,  we  have  reason  to  appro* 
hend,  were  insane  at  the  time  of  committing  the  offence  of  which  they  were  convicted, 
and  have  been  so  during  the  whole  period  of  their  confinement. 

Ernest  A.  Erving  was  committed  to  the  prison  in  September,  1836,  for  the  crime  of 
larceny,  laving  been  sentenced  to  three  days  solitary  imprisonment  and  ten  yean  Ymxd, 
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labor ;  and  in  the  month  of  Aoffost,  1837,  he  vnm  placed  in  one  of  the  edk  m  tih*  old 
prison,  where  he  has  been  connned  till  the  present  time,  being  ooniideired  •  dangei^ 
oos  man  to  be  at  large  on  account  of  insanity. 

Could  this  unfortunate  man,  at  the  time  he  entered  the  cell  mt  the  priton,  ao  many 
years  ago.  have  been  placed  in  either  of  the  asylums  for  the  insane  in  oar  Conuiioii* 
wealth,  or  in  some  other  situation  affording  like  advantages,  he  might,  withoot  doabt, 
under  the  kind  and  successful  treatment  there  adopted,  long  ago  have  been  cured  of 
his  malady,  and  restored  to  the  bosom  of  his  family,  clothed,  and  in  his  right  mmd. 
Other  cases,  less  aggravated  than  the  one  here  mentioned,  exist,  and  might  be  ouned. 

BRADFORD  SUMNER,    |  t.,.«^.«« 
SAMUEL  GREELE,         jt  ">«P^">»- 

1843. — Warden's  Report. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  October  1, 1842,  waa  2S7 ;  whole 
number  of  convicts  received  into  prison  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1843, 
97 :  total,  384. 

Discharged  from  prison  dnrins  the  year  ending  September  30,  1843,  by  expiratioa 
of  sentence,  84 ;  by  pardon,  10 ;  oy  remission  of  sentence,  13  ;  by  order  of  court,  8; 
by  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  be  tried  for  murder,  and  not  returned  to  prison,  1 ;  es>  1   J 

caped,  1;  died,  2  :  total,  119.      The  whole  number  remaining  in  prison,  Septeinber  1  i 

30,  1843,  265. 

Ages  of  those  in  Pm<m.— 15  to  20  years,  26;  20  to  30,  101 ;  30  to  40,  85;  40  to  50,  \  ^ 

37 ;  50  to  60,  12 ;  60  to  70,  4 ;  70  to  80,  0.  .  1  "* 

Crimes. — Murder,  5  ;  manslaughter,  3;  assault,  with  intent  to  murder.  7 ;  felonions  \^ 

assault,  1 ;  highway  njbbcry  in  the  first  denee,  2  ;  highway  robbery  in  the  second  de- 
gree, 3 ;  arson  in  the  first  decree,  1 ;  arson  m  the  second  degree,  3 ;  malicious  burning, 
3;  larceny,  103 ;  burglary,  first  degree,  12  ;  second,  8  ;  assault  with  intent  to  rape,  9» 
common  and  notorious  theft,  24 ;  store  breaking  1 ;  forgery,  6  ;  feloniously  entering  ^ 
dwelling- house  and  shop  in  the  ni^ht,  1 ;  breaking  and  entering  a  dwelling-house  andL 
stealing  therefrom,  2  ;  counterfeiting,  and  having  in  possession  tools  for  making  coun- 
terfeit money,  2  ;  larceny  in  a  shop  in  the  house  of  correction  in  Suffolk  county,  1 ;  kid- 
napping, 1 ;  lewd  and  lascividus  cohabitation,  2 ;  counterfeiting,  2 ;  breaking  and  < 
tering  the  Granite  Bank,  1 ;  shop  breaking,  3 ;  assault  and  robbery,  2 ;  incest,  2 ;  b 
glary  and  forgery,  1 ;  having  counterfeit  bank  bills,  with  intent  to  pass  the  same,  8  , 
stealing  from  the  person,  2 ;  adultery,  2 ;  store  breaking  and  larceny,  5 ;  cheating  b} 
false  pretences,  3  ;  stealing,  8  ;  bigamy,  1 ;  breaking  and  entering  a  bank  and  burgmiy,  -^ 
I;  grand  larceny,  1 ;  maliciously  setting  fire  to  a  manufactory,  which  was  destroyed,.^ 
with  its  contents,  1 ;  burslair  and  larceny,  4 ;  burning  a  bam,  3 ;  assault  and  larceny, 
1 ;  forgery  and  cheating  by  folse  pretences,  1 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  4  :  stealing  and 
cheating  by  false  pretences,  1 ;  aiding  persons  in  attempting  to  escape  from  jail,  1 ; 
subornation  of  perjury,  1 ;  attempting  to  pass  an  altered  bamc  bill,  1 ;  assault  with  in- 
tent to  rob,  4 ;  having  in  possession  counterfeit  coin,  1. 

Term  of  SejUences. — 1  year,  19 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  4 ;  2  years,  39 ;  2  years  and 
6  months,  2 ;  3  years.  48  ;  3  years  and  6  months.  1 ;  4  years,  37  ;  5  years,  31 ;  6  years, 
11 ;  6  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  7  years,  20 ;  8  years,  4 ;  9  years,  4 ;  10  years,  15 ;  11 
years,  2 ;  12  years,  4;  14  years,  2  ;  15  years,  4 ;  17  years,  1  *,  20  years,  2 ;  35  years,  1; 
for  life,  13. 

Places  of  Nativity. — Massachusetts,  108;  Maine,  19;  New  Hampshire,  16;  Ver- 
mont, 16 ;  Connecticut,  9 ;  Rhode  Island,  7  ;  New  York,  18;  New  Jersey,  4  ;  Penn- 
sjrivania,  5 ;  Maryland,  3  ;  Virginia,  1 ;  North  Carolina,  2  ;  Missouri,  1 ;  Ohio,  1 ;  Lou- 
isiana, 1 ;  Georgia,  1 ;  Kentucky,  1 ;  Ireland,  16 ;  England,  14;  Scotland,  5 ;  Canada, 
2 ;  Malta,  1 ;  France,  3  ;  Germany,  4 ;  Portugal,  1 ;  Nova  Scotia,  2 ;  Isle  of  Bourbon, 
1 ;  Cape  de  Verd,  1 ;  Sweden,  1 ;  Malaga,  1. 

Employment. — Stonecutters,  60;  carpenter,  1;  team  hands,  13;  tool  grinders,  5; 
blacksmitlis,  19;  whitesmiths,  6;  shoemakers,  11 ;  tailors,  8;  cabinetmakers,  45}  up- 
holsterers, 14;  brushmakers,  21;  hatters,  6;  coopers,  6;  tinmen,  5;  cooking  and 
washing,  10 ;  waiters  and  messengers,  3 ;  barbers,  2 ;  sweepers,  3 ;  wood  sawyers 
and  lumpers,  4  ;  invalids.  4 ;  in  cell  deranged,  1 ;  in  solitary  confinement,  3 ;  in  cell 
under  ob«ervation,  2  ;  attendants  in  hospital,  2 ;  patients  in  hospital,  11. 

Of  the  265  convicts  now  in  prison,  54  are  recommitments,  namely,  35  are  2nd  comen, 
14  are  3rd,  2  are  4th,  2  are  5th,  1  is  6lh. 


There  are  19  negroes  and  18  mulattoes  in  this  prison. 
I  eame  here  with  the  most  liberal  views  concemins 


concerning  the  human  race    with  a  heart 
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of  kindness  towsrds  all  men.     I  hare  long  looked  upon  a  man,  as  a  man,  whetlier  he 
be  the  occupant  of  a  palace  or  a  prison — and,  in  whatever  situation  he  may  he,  entitled 
to  human  s]rmpathy,  Kindness,  and  respect     He  is  my  brother  wherever  he  may  be, 
'whatever  of  wrong  or  of  crime  he  may  have  been  tempted  to  commit.    The  more  he 
bas  erred  and  strayed  from  the  path  or  right  and  virtue,  the  more  he  is  to  be  pitied,  and 
die  lender  is  his  call  upon  our  commiseration,  our  sympathy  for  his  sufferings,  and  oar 
eflbrts  for  his  reformation — for  his  restoration  to  rectitude,  to  usefulness  and  nappiness. 
We  are  all  liable  to  fall  into  temptation ;  if  it  were  not  so,  we  should  not  have  all  been 
taught  to  beseech  onr  Father  in  Heaven  to  **  lead  us  not  into  temptation.*'     I  felt  my 
own  frailties  and  imperfections,  and  was  resolved  to  do  by  others  as  I  should  wish  to 
be  done  by  if  I  were  in  their  situation.      It  seemed  to  me,  therefore,  in  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  this  office,  if  I  erred  at  all,  I  should  prefer  rather  to  err  on  the  side  of 
kindness,  clemency,  and  humanity,  than  on  that  of  severity  of  punishments.     I  knew 
that  the  laws,  rules,  regulations,  and  discipline  of  the  prison,  must  be  enforced.    But 
1  wished,  if  possible,  to  enforce  them  \rithont  recourse  to  corporal  punishment  or  phys- 
ical suffering*      And  I  have  succeeded,  thus  far,  as  well  as  I  could  have  expected. 
With  the  exception  of  three  cases,  and  those  soon  after  I  took  charge,  the  government 
of  the  prison  has  been  administered  without  corporal  punishment.     The  shower  bath 
has  not  been  used.     And  yet  I  think  I  can  safely  say,  that  the  convicts  are  as  orderly, 
as  industrious,  and  as  obedient  as  heretofore,  and  more  contented,  docile,  and  happy. 
A  feeling  of  mutual  respect,  kindness,  and  friendship,  seems  to  be  growing  up  between 
us.     I  am  sure  I  expenence  these  affections  towards  the  convicts,  and  every  day  gives 
evidence  that  the  same  affections  are  being  excited  in  their  breasts  towards  me. .  I  nave 
bug  believed  that  what  comes  from  the  heart  will  reach  the  heart ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
learn  that  this  will  apply  to  convicts  in  prison  as  well  as  others-^that  there  is  no  sane 
convict  that  cannot  be  reached  by  sincere  and  persevering  affection.    Men  may  be  gov- 
erned by  severity,  but  not  reformed.      It  takes  but  little  trouble  or  labor  to  let  men 
know,  that  every  violation  of  a  rule  shall  be  visited  upon  them  with  an  ample  measure 
of  bodily  pain.     Fear  of  punishment  will  keep  men  in  subjection ;  but  the  tiger  is  only 
chained,  not  tamed— *and  when  released,  only  the  more  excited  to  evil  by  the  severities 
to  ivhich  he  is  obliged  to  submit.      It  requires  more  time,  patience,  perseverance,  and 
labor,  to  govern  by  appeals  to  the  affections,  to  reason,  and  conscience.     Yet,  when 
the  heart  can  be  reached  in  this  way,  a  change  of  character  may  reasonabl^^  be  expected. 
JBxcessive  severity  always  tends  to  harden  the  heart,  and  make  the  convicts  Iook  upon 
society  as  their  enemies,  and  nourish  a  desire  of  vengeance  and  retaliation,  which  leads 
them  to  recommit  depredations,  and  wage  war  upon  society  with  a  good  conscience. 
Qome  have  confessed  to  me  that  they  have  experienced  feelings  of  this  kind.     But 
I  told  them  I  hoped  a  better  disposition  was  growing  up  in  society  with  respect  to 
tbem — that  tiie  duty  was  beginnm^  to  be  felt,  of  receiving  them  back  again  into  the 
^x>aom  of  society,  aner  they  had  fiuthfully  and  industriously  worked  out  the  penalty 
anfiicted  upon  them  for  the  violation  of  the  law-^again  to  afford  them  enconragement, 
^empkryments,  and  friendships,  according  to  their  deserts. 

FREDERICK  ROBINSON,  Warden. 


1844. — Inspectors'  Report. 

The  different  departments  of  labor  have  been  diligently  and  snccessfnlly  porsned ; 
mnd  something  beyond  the  current  expenses  of  the  year  has  been  realized. 

An  event  which  we  consider  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  in  the  history  of  the 
^nrison,  during  the  last  year,  is  the  removal  of  a  number  of  insane  convicts  from  the 
solitary  cells,  to  those  humane  and  invaluable  institutions  for  the  insane  which  have  so 
^oDg  blessed  this  Commonwealtli. 

The  stem  rules  and  punitive  discipline  of  a  penitentiary,  though  necessair  for  die 
sovemment  of  its  inmates,  have  no  curative  virtues  for  the  unhappy  convict  oereft  of 
wis  reason. 

The  doctrine  which  has  heretofore  been  so  generally  denied,  and  denounced  by 
snany  as  iiQjpracticable  and  visionary,  that  the  inmates  ot  a  prison  can  be  kept  m  sub- 
jection witnout  resort  to  corporal  punishment,  is  now,  with  few  exceptions,  fully 
established  by  the  sure  test  or  experience.  That  stem,  stately,  and  soldier-like  de- 
^portment,  which  is  nowhere  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  good  government,  and 
^»n  never  secure  a  steady  and  willing  obedience  to  its  requirements,  though  sometimea 
-assumed,  apparently  from  no  higher  motive  than  a  display  of  power,  ahoold  never  be 
Veen  within  the  walls  of  a  prison. 
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It  if  a  principle  very  generally  trae,  that  that  obedience  which  if  rendered 
fear  of  punishment,  has,  in  itself,  the  very  element  of  rebellion,  and  waits  only  fir 
opportonity  to  throw  off  restraint. 

It  is  an  mterestiug  fiu;t  in  the  history  of  the  prison,  and  one  which  may  be  stated 
undoubted  authority,  that  there  have  been  fewer  deaths,  and  Um  neknttt  onMuaUfrfi 
mamiff  years  pagt  among  U$  inmates^  than  have  occurred  within  the  tame  period  of  fn 
tf»  <^er  cotnmuniliee  of  the  same  nnmberf  toithout  the  walls  of  a  prison, 

BRADFORD  SUMNER,  ) 
SAMUEL  GREELE,        Vlnspectoca. 
ABRAHAM  F.  HOWE,  ) 
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1844. — Warden's  Report. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  October  1st,  1843,  was  265      '^ 
the  whole  number  of  convicts  received  into  prison  during  the  year  ending  Septei 
30th,  1844,  is  105:  total,  370.     Discharged  from  prison  during  the  year  endnv     .^ 
tember  30th,  1844,  65 ;  l)y  pardon,  1 ;  by  remission  of  sentence,  14  ;  oy  order  oTooai 
4 ;  sent  to  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worcester,  by  decision  of  CommissiQiiers 
Insane  Convicts,  7  ;  escaped,  1 ;  died,  2 :  total,  94.     Whole  number  remaining  in  prii 
September  30th,  1844,  276. 

Ages  of  those  inTnson.—lb  to  20  years,  21 ;  20  to  30, 117  ;  30  to  40,  79 ;  40  to  50, 
37  ;  50  to  60,  17  ;  60  to  70,  5. 

Crimes. — Larceny,  96;  common  and  notorious  theft,  19;  burslary,  Istdesree,  12; 
bui^lary,  2nd  degree,  10;  murder,  4  ;  assault  with  intent  to  murder,  3:  manusa^ter, 
2 ;  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  1 ;  felonious  assault,  2 ;  highway  robbery,  2nd  degree,  2 : 
assault  with  intent  to  rape,  10;  arson  in  the  1st  degree,  4 ;  arson  in  the  2nd  degree,  3; 
forgery  and  larceny,  1 ;   entering  a  shop  and  dwelling-house  in  the  night  time  witl 
felonious  intent,  1 ;  breaking  and  entering  a  dwelling-house  and  stealing  therefrom,  1 
kkinapping,  1 ;  lewd  and  lascivious  cohabitation,  2 ;   coimterfeiting,  1 ;  shop  breaking. 
3;   malicious  burning,  2:    incest,  2;   shop  breaking  and  larceny,  13;   stealing,  10 r 
cheating  by  false  pretences,  2 ;  bigamy,  1 ;   breaiking  and  entenng  a  bank  and  f 
ghuy,  1 ;   maliciously  setting  fire  to  a  manu&ctory,  which  was  destroyed  with  its  < 
tents,  1 ;  bui^lary  and  larceny,  6 ;  attempting  to  pass  counterfeit  money,  1 ;  homing 
bam,  1 ;  burning  a  bam  in  the  night  time,  2  ;  forgery,  4 ;  having  in  possesdon 
terfeit  bank  bills,  with  intent  to  pass  the  same,  6 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  2 ;  brc 
and  entering  a  dwelling-house  in  the  night  time,  1 ;  subornation  of  peijury,  1 ;  having 
die,  or  mould,  for  counterfeiting  coin,  1 ;   assault  with  intent  to  roD,  6 ;  bavmg  in  poi 
seasion  ten  or  more  pieces  of  counterfeit  coin,  2 ;   robbery,  5 ;  felonious  asaaolt  on  a  ft 
male  child,  1 ;  peijnry,  2  ;   cheating,  1 ;   breaking  and  entering  a  dwelling-boiiae,  2; 
breaking  and  entering  a  shop  in  this  prison,  1 ;  adultery,  1 ;  stealing  from  a  dwelling 
house,  3 ;  stealing  in  a  shop,  1 ;   breaking  and  entering  a  dwelling-house  in  the  nighi 
time  and  stealing  therefrom,  1 ;   stealing  from  a  dwelhug-bouse  in  the  night  tinae,  2; 

Sross  lewdness,  1 ;  breaking  and  entering  a  vessel  in  the  night  time,  2 ;  homing  a 
welling-house,  1 ;  maliciously  removing  a  rail  from  a  railroad.  2 ;  breaking  and  enter- 
ing a  shop,  1 ;  stealing  from  the  person,  3 ;  breaking  and  entering  a  shop  to  commit 
larceny,  1 ;  highway  robbery,  1st  degree.  1 ;  assault  and  robbery,  1 :  total,  276. 

Term  of  Sentences. — 1  year,  26 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  1 ;  2  years,  47  ;  2  years 
and  6  months,  5 ;  3  years,  48 ;  3  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  4  years,  36 ;  4  yean  and  6 
months,  1 ;  5  years,  34  ;  6  years,  7  ;  6  years  and  six  months,  1 ;  7  years,  23 ;  8  yean, 
4 ;  10  years,  15 ;  11  yean,  1 ;  12  yean,  3 ;  14  yean,  2  ;  15  yean,  3 ;  17  yean,  1 ;  18 
yean,  2  ;  20  yean,  2 ;  35  yean,  1 ;  life,  12 :  total,  276. 

Places  of  Nativity. — Massachusetts,  105;  Maine,  18;  New  Hampshire,  20;  Ver- 
mont, 14;  Connecticut,  12;  Rhode  Island,  4  ;  New  York,  18  ;  New  Jersey,  4 ;  Penn- 
fflvania,  7  ;  Maryland,  2  ;  Virginia,  1 ;  Ohio,  3 ;  Kentucky.  1 ;  North  Carolina.  2 ;  Mis- 
•oori,  1 ;  Louisiana,  1 ;  Greorgia,  1 ;  England,  16 ;  Ireland,  27  ;  Scotland,  4 ;  Canada,  2 ; 
France,  2 ;  Malta,  1 ;  Grermauy,  3 ;  Nova  Scotia,  3 ;  Isle  of  Bourbon,  1 ;  Cape  de  Veid, 
1 ;  Sweden,  1 ;  Malaga,  1 :  total,  276. 

Employment. — Stonecutlen,  56 ;  carpenten,  1;  tool  grinden,  4  ;  team  hands,  9; 
blacksmiths,  16 ;  whitesmiths,  6  ;  tin  worken,  6 ;  cabinetmaken  and  upholsterers,  57; 
broshmaken,  23 ;  coopen,  8 ;  batten,  7 ;  shoemaken,  29 ;  tailon,  3 ;  employed  in 
the  cookery,  14;  barben,  2 ;  sweepers,  3;  wood  sawyen  and  lumf«n,5;  waiten 
and  messengers,  3 ;  invalids,  4 ;  attendants  in  hospital,  2 ;  patienU  in  boapitaL  15 ; 
earpeoten  repairing  the  prison,  3 :  t6tal,  276. 
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I  am  mott  dMirons  of  movmg,  that  convicts  in  prison  can  be  governed  by  enforcing 
9e  great  law  of  hnman  brotbeniood  and  equality  promalgated  by  the  Saviour,  by  do- 
ig:  onto  others  as  we  would  that  others  diould  do  unto  us.  In  every  instance  of  dis> 
ipline,  I  have  always  endeavored  to  keep  this  law  before  my  mind,  and  have  asked 
ij  wjlf,  how  I  should  reasonably  wish  to  be  dealt  by,  if  I  were  in  the  situation  of  the 
mvict,  and  I  have  found  that  the  nearer  I  have  beien  able  to  keep  myself  and  others 
p  to  the  true  meaning  of  this  law,  the  more  successfid  has  been  the  government  of 
IB  prison.  I  have  often  announced  to  thp  convicts  my  resolution  to  govern  by  this 
PBcept,  and  have  frequently  called  upon  mom,  and  not  without  success,  to  live  and 
st  in  conformity  thereto.  All  that  asperity  of  feeling  which  used  to  exist  amoog  the 
mvicts,  showing  itself  even  in  their  looks,  has  gradually  subsided,  until  kindness,  and 
leerfolness,  and  pleasant  looks  have  become  almost  universal.  My  experience  has 
mvinced  me,  that  when  all  the  officers  of  a  prison  are  vigilant,  and  have  kind  and 
rotiberly  feelings  towards  the  convicts,  and  will  all  co-operate  to  promote  their  best 
)€Miy  and  effect  their  reformation,  very  little  of  punishment  is  reouired.  There  have 
Ben  no  instances  of  gross  insubordination  among  the  convicts  dunug  the  year.  Occa- 
cnmlly  there  have  been  individual  infractions  ot  the  rules.  For  these  the  punishment 
r  abort  solitary  confinement  has  usually  been  found  soflScient  and  effectual.  The 
lomrer  bath,  as  a  punishment,  has  been  aiscontinued,  and  all  other  punishments  have 
aen  dimished,  in  the  aggregate,  more  than  four-fifUis.  There  is  now  a  disposition 
PBong  the  convicts  very  favorable  for  their  reformation.  All  that  feeling  of  hostility 
ninBt  the  government,  revengefulness,  and  a  desire  to  retaliate  upon  society  have  sub* 
dad.  Every  convict  discharged  has  left  the  prison  with  apparently  kind  feelings,  ex- 
raaaing  a  determination  to  do  well,  and  become  honest  men,  and  industrious  citizens. 

Seven  convicts  have  been  sent  to  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  at  Worcester,  as  insane. 

There  has  long  been  a  Sunday  school  established  in  this  prison,  from  the  last  of 
eptember  to  the  first  of  June.  Heretofore,  during  the  summer  months,  there  has 
een  none.  But  a  Sunday  school  was  opened  last  summer  for  the  instruction  in  read- 
ig  of  those  who  were  unable  to  read,  so  that  now  instruction  in  reading  is  continued 
ming  the  year,  and  many  convicts,  who  were  unable  to  read,  have  acquired,  and  are 
oqpiring,  that  most  useful  of  all  branches  of  education. 

The  business  and  financial  concerns  of  the  prison  have  resulted  quite  as  fiivor^ly  as 
raa  anticipated.  As  it  is,  however,  the  earnings  of  the  prison  have  been  enouah  to 
leet  all  the  expenses  and  leave  a  small  surplus  of  |268  68,  and  considering  that,  witn  the 
ime  number  of  convicts,  the  year  before  there  was  a  deficit  of  income  of  $5,022  11, 1 
annQt  but  flatter  myself  that  the  business  operations  and  finances  of  the  prison  have 
ot  heen  injudiciously  conducted. 

The  Legislature,  at  the  same  time,  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding  $6,000,  for  re- 
aira  and  improvements.  These  repairs  and  improvements  are  progressing  in  the 
loat  thorough,  economical,  and  useful  manner,  and  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the  works 
nd  the  interests  of  the  prison  seem  to  require.  I  have  already  expended  something 
XMre  than  one-half  of  this  appropriation  in  these  repairs.  The  range  of  buildings  occo- 
ied  as  whitesmiths,  shoemakers,  tailors,  cabinetmakers  and  upholsterers  shops,  are  so 
■dly  constructed,  so  unfit  fur  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  used,  so  dilapidated  and 
naafe,  as  to  be  pronounced  by  all  as  unworthy  of  repairs ;  and  consequently  no  re- 
airs  will  be  made  upon  them  this  season,  except  such  as  may  be  absolutely  necesfaiy 
J  make  them  comfortable  for  the  coming  winter.  Many  advantages  would  result 
xnn  the  rebuilding  of  these  shops.  They  are  too  narrow,  too  small,  and  too  low.  The 
onvicts  are  huddled  together  too  close.  They  are  not  so  healthy ;  aod  the  low,  narrow 
yoBEM  preclude  the  possibility  of  a  proper  oversight,  inspection,  and  government.  If 
leae  shops  were  rebuilt  they  might  be  so  constructed  that  the  steam  power,  which  it 
avir  nsed  only  in  the  cabinet  shop,  mieht  be  applied,  with  little  or  no  additional  ez- 
enae,  to  the  whitesmiths  and  blacksmiths  shops,  and  move  the  lathes,  grindstones  and 
ellowses.  In  this  way  a  saving  of  labor  might  be  made  of  about  a  dozen  men,  in  the 
BOat  monotonous,  unpleasant,  and  fatiguing  employment,  which,  at  42  cents  per  day, 
be  price  for  which  the  men  can  be  let,  would  amount  to  about  $5  per  day.  And  then 
dpaa  could  be  laid  at  the  same  time,  so  as  to  heat  the  shops,  wholly  or  partially,  with 
ba  steam,  which  is  now  lost.  It  has  been  estimated  that  these  shops  can  be  rebtult^ 
md  furnished  with  a  steam-engine  of  sufficient  power,  with  pipes  for  beating  the  sbopi^ 
md  all  the  fixtures,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $6,000. 

FREDERICK  ROBINSON,  Waidso. 


} 
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1844. — ^Physician's  Report. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital  of  the  Maiacfansetta  Steta 
doling  the  year  endins  30th  September,  1844,  is  one  hundred  and  seventy-ogfat. 
■grregate  number  of  days'  resiaence  in  the  hospital,  is  three  tbounnd  seren  hu 
and  mty-six.     In  addition  to  this,  three  hundred  and'  sixt^-nine  days  labor  kaTO 
abated  to  invalids  for  a  day,  and  seven  hundred  and  forty-four  days  of  light  labor 
been  adyised  by  the  physician. 

During  the  year,  two  have  died,  to  wit:— 1844,  January  6th,  John  Potter,  aged  2. 
yean,  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.     1844,  May  15th,  Lemuel  Reoiff,  aged  30  yeui, 
tubercular  disease  of  the  mesentery. 

Daring  the  current  year  fever  has  prevailed  in  the  prison  to  a  greater  extent  ti 
fbr  many  years  past.    This  disease  has  in  no  case  provM  &ta],  but  one  patient  is  no 
dowly  convalescent,  having  suffered  a  partial  paralysis  of  the  left  side. 

WILLIAM  J.  WALKER, 

1844. — Chaplaw's  Report. 

The  officers  of  an  institution  like  this,  should  be  men  of  correct  morals, 
can  feel  for  the  wants  and  woes  and  frailties  of  those  subjected  to  their  autbori^, 
wbo  will,  cheerfully  and  habitually,  use  every  practicable  means  to  promote  1 
best  good.    Tyranny,  on  the  part  of  those  who  rule,  is  always  hateful.    It  is  ao  in 
prison,  as  well  as  elsewhere.    Still,  those  vested  with  authonty  in  such  circumatanoesMr 
while  they  are  bound  to  be  humane  and  merciful,  must  also  he  fearless  and  prompt  s 
maintaining  a  salatary  discipline,  and  secaring  order  and  obedience  on  the  part  m  th< 
prisoners.     They  are  to  be  a  terror  to  evil  doers  and  a  praise  of  them  who  do  well — 
All  that  ^rmpathy  and  kindness  can  do,  should  be  done ;  but  when  these  firil  in 
oomplishing  their  object,  authority  must  b«)  promptly  exercised  in  the  inffiction 
minted  punishment.     Obedience  and  order  must  be  secured  at  any  hazard.     Pens 
sympathy  most,  in  no  case,  stand  ia  the  way  of  the  general  wel&re.' 

And  here  the  undersigned  is  happy  to  bear  witness  to  the  untiring  eSbrta  of 
Warden  of  this  institution,  to  make  its  ffovemment  a  paternal  one ;  and  as  finr  as  p 
lioable,  to  secure  order,  obedience,  and  industry  by  persuasion  and  kindnessy  ra 
dian  l^  punishment  and  severity.     In  some  cases,  it  is  true,  he  has  been  constmined 
resort  to  severe  measures,  but  in  most  instances,  mild  punishments,  tempered  wi< 
wholesome  counsel  and  admonition,  have  been  found  to  secure  the  desired  end. 

There  is  a  charm  in  Christian  love  and  kindness  which  nothins  else  poaseasei 
proud  and  stubborn  heart  may  be,  and  often  is,  effectnally  nenrea  against  the  ex< 
««wr  even  in  its  utn 
soften  at  the  voice 
be  led,  vrith  the 
The  power  of  the  tempest  could  lash  the  waters  of  the  lake  of  Galilee  into 
oommotion, — but  the  voice  of  Jesus,  **  Peace,  be  ttill"  is  heard,  and  all  is  calm. 

The  Sabbath  school  for  the  present  season  has  been  commenced,  and  is  continaedr^' 
with  many  tokens  of  the  Divine  favor. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state,  that  for  several  years  past,  the  omda  of  tl 
priaoners  nave  been  aeeply  interested  in  the  great  subject  oif  tenq>erance^  QnaX  pai 
have  been  taken  to  keep  it,  in  aH  its  bearings,  before  Uieir  minds^ 

Most  of  these  men  form  the  resolution,  and,  it  is  believed,  sincerely,  to  abatain  wholly 
from  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  after  their  discharge  from  the  prison.  They  gen- 
erally sign  the  pledge  of  total  abstinence,  at  the  time  of  their  discharge.  Some  proyer 
tmo  to  their  pledge — perhaps  many.  But  the  heart  sickens  at  the  thought  of  the 
multiplied  snares  and  temptations  which  beset  them,  as  they  go  out  into  the  world,  at 
almost  every  step  of  thmr  progress ;  for  althoagh  the  laws  of^be  State  prohibit  die  lekr 
of  intoxicating  drinks,  ai  a  beverage,  still  the  dram-shops  and  the  dram-seller  are  atfll 
foand  to  tempt  and  destroy  all  who  can  be  enticed  withm  Aeir  reach.  Scaioely  — 
indjyidual  returns  to  the  prison,  after  he  has  been  discharged,  but  he  haa  been 
vifluni  of  strong  drink 

JARED  CUBTIS,  d^^laiB, 


i^ power  even  in  its  ntmost  rigor,-^when,  perhaps,  that  same  heart  would  readily  rrieni 
and  soften  at  the  voice  of  kindness,  coming  warm  from  the  heart  of  Christian  loye ;      -; 
and  be  led,  vrith  the  prodigal  of  the  Grospel,  to  exclaim,  "  Father,  I  hsye  ainned  ***" 
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1845. — Inspectoks'  Report. 

nectors  feel  called  npoo,  in  pmentiiig  their  report,  to  speak  more  at  length. 
Eject  of  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  than  they  might  hare  done,  were  it  not 

pablication,  which  has  been  exteosively  circulated,  entitled  *'  Remarks  on 
i  Prison  Discipline,  in  the^  United  States.  / 

other  mistakes,  into  which  we  think  the  writer  has  fidlen,  is,  that  the  War- 
s  prison,  at  Charlestown,  entered  on  his  official  duties  with  the  desire  and 
t  ne  should  be  able  "  to  do  away  all  ponishmenf '  in  the  government  of  the 
ader  his  charge ;  we  regard  it  as  our  duty  to  say,  that  it  is  our  oonTiction  that 
loctrine  has  ever  been  expressed,  or  entertained,  by  the  present  Warden,  or 
of  the  present  Inspectors.     So  far  from  adoptmg  the  beuef  that  all  punish- 

be  dispensed  with,  the  officers  of  the  prison  fmly  believe,  not  only  in  the 
of  punishment,  to  the  good  order  and  subjection  of  the  convicts,  but  that 
oral  punishment  must  at  times  be  inflicted,  to  subdue  the  stubborn  offender, 
have  ever  acted  upon  this  principle.  But  they  do  hold,  and  advocate  the 
lat  this  mode  of  punishment  should  be  resorted  to  only  in  extreme  cases,  and 
ler  means  fail  of  their  end. 

ode  of  treatment  of  convicts,  who,  though  prisoners,  are  men,  and  many  of 
9  are  glad  to  know,  are  not  strangers  to  the  better  feelings  of  man,  is  found 
ence,  which  is  the  surest  test  of  what  is  best,  to  be  better  fitted,  than  any 
itlain  the  true  ends  of  government. 

re  than  two  years  past,  a  milder  course  of  disciplinehas  been  pursued  at  diit 
d  its  results  nave  been  uniformly  and  enturely  sucoessful.  Dunng  this  period 
"•  been  fewer  outbreaks,  fewer  acts  of  violence  and  insubordination,  tnan  at 
period  of  the  same  length,  since  the  establishment  of  the  institution. 
toe  writer  of  "  Remarks"  says,  what  would  be  called  discipline  in  most  pris- 
)  Auburn  plan,  in  the  '*  United  States,"  is  at  Charlestovtm  and  at  Columbus 
jbf  lax.  especially  at  the  former.  To  this  remark  we  have  only  to  say,  that 
>une,  whether  it  be  lax  or  ri^,  is  best,  which  best  secures  the  uniform  obe- 
die  subjects  to  which  it  applies. 

iter  of  ''  Remarks"  has  also  published  some  strictures  on  the  neatness  and 
s  of  the  prison.  So  far  an  our  own  experience  in  this  matter  extends,  and 
rver  made  it  a  prominent  object  of  attention  in  the  discharge  of  our  official 
)  wholly  dissent  from  any  intimation  whatever,  coming  from  any  quarter,  that 
1  wUl  not,  in  this  particmar,  compare  advantageously  with  any  other  in  the 

• 

irkshops  and  other  buildings  which  have  been  newly  erected,  and  Uie  repairs 
been  made  on  others  during  the  past  year,  show  a  judicious  and  economical 
ire  of  the  money  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  for  that  purpose.  The  new 
built  of  substantial  materials,  well  put  together,  are  large  and  commodious, 
loubtless,  more  favorable  to  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  than  were  those  in 
ry  formerly  labored.  And  it  is  found,  as  we  learn  from  the  experience  of  the 
:ars,  that  this  change  in  the  shops  and  other  buildings,  is  fiivorable  to  the  more 
pline  of  the  prison. 

mdred  dollars  lately  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  to  enlax^  the  library, 
expended,  and  as  we  believe,  judiciously,  for  that  purpose.  In  the  selection 
oks,  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  volumes,  the  Inspectors  exercised  their 
judgment,  and  called  in  aid  that  of  others.  The  whole  number  of  books  in 
y,  including  the  new  purchase,  is  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  Of  these, 
red  are  old  and  much  worn — some  of  them  not  well  chosen  at  first— and  are 
called  for  by  the  convicts,  especially  by  those  who  have  been  in  the  priaon 
iderable  length  of  time.  The  number  of  prisoners  at  the  present  time  is  two 
ind  eighty-seven.  So  that  the  number  of  books,  which  are  generally  taken 
sad  with  interest,  is  less  than  one  to  each  convict.  The  Insoectors  would 
lat  it  is  quite  important  that  the  present  number  of  books  shoula  be  consider- 
rged.  BRADFORD  SUMNER,  f 

SAMUEL  6REELE,        >  Inipecton. 

ABRAHAM  F.  HOWE,  ) 

1845. — Warden's  Report. 

hole  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  October  1,  1844,  was  276: 
»  number  of  convicts  received  into  prison  during  the  year  ending  September 
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30, 1845,  is  96 :  total,  372.  Discharged  from  prison  daring  the  year  ending  September 
30, 1845  :  by  expiration  of  sentence,  70 ;  by  remission  of  sentence,  8 ;  by  oraer  of  comrt, 
6 ;  died.  1 :  totef,  85.     Whole  number  remaining  in  prison,  September  30, 1845,  287. 

Age9  of  those  in  Prison.— \5  to  20  years,  18 ;  20  to  30,  130;  30  to  40,  77;  40  to  50, 
37  ;  50  to  60,  18 ;  60  to  70, 7. 

Crimss. — Larceny,  86 ;  common  and  notorious  theft,  19 ;  bnrglary,  15 ;  burglary  in 
2nd  degree,  5 ;  burglary  and  larceny,  5 ;  arson,  4 ;  arson  in  2Dd  degree,  2 ;  assaolt,  with 
intent  to  murder,  5  ;  murder,  6 ;  assault  with  intent  to  rape,  8 ;  breaking  and  entering 
a  dwelling-house  and  stealing  therefrom,  8 ;  kidnapping,  1 ;  maficious  farming,  3 ;  is- 
lault  and  highway  robbery,  1 ;  incest,  1 ;  forgery,  2 ;  six  aggravated  larcenies,  1 ;  rob- 
bery, 4  ;  manslaughter,  1 ;  store  breaking  and  larceny,  6 ;  assault  and  robbery,  1 ;  high- 
way robbery  in  2nd  degree,  2 ;  assault  with  intent  to  rob,  7 ;  breaking  and  entering  a 
bank,  and  burglary,  1 ;  maliciously  setting  fire  to  a  manu&ctory,  which  was  destroyed 
with  its  contents,  1 ;  cheating  by  false  pretences,  2 ;  receiving  stolen  soods,  1 ;  shop 
breaking,  1 1 ;  subornation  of  perjury,  1 ;  stealing,  5 ;  having  counterfeit  bank  bills  witn 
intent  to  pass  the  same,  10 ;  having  in  possession  counterfeit  coin,  1 ;  burning  a  bam  in 
the  ni^ht  Ume,  2 ;  uttering  counterfeit  money,  1 ;  felonious  assault  on  a  female  child,  1 ; 
breakmg  and  entering  a  shop  and  larceny,  6 ;  perjury,  1 ;  breaking  and  entering  a 
dwelling-house,  2 ;  breaking  and  entering  a  shop  in  the  State  Prison,  1 ;  felonious  as* 
aault,  3 ;  stealing  from  a  dwelling-house,  5  ;  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  1 ;  breaking  and 
entering  a  vessel  in  the  night  time,  2 ;  burning  a  dwelling-house,  1 ;  maHoioosIy  re- 
moving a  rail  from  a  railroad,  1 ;  stealing  from  the  person,  3 ;  manslaughter,  4 :  steal- 
ing from  a  vessel  in  the  night  time,  1 ;  polygamy,  1 :  passing  counterfeit  bank  bills,  2; 
adultery,  4 ;  counterfeiting,  2 ;  having  in  possession  and  passing  a  forged  order.  1 ; 
escaping  from  the  house  of  correction,  2 ;  felonious  assault  and  larceny,  1 ;  stealing 
from  a  shop  in  the  night  time,  2  ;  breaking  and  entering  a  bank,  1 ;  poisoning, 
with  intent  to  kill,  1 ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  5 ;  open  and  gross  lewdness,  1 :  to- 
tal, 287. 

Term  of  Sentenees.^'For  1  year,  20 ;  1  year  and  2  months,  1 ;  1  year  and  3  moothi; 
3 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  3 ;  2  yeara,  54 ;  2  years  and  6  months,  5 ;  2  yeare  and  9 
months,  2 ;  3  years,  53  ;  3  years  and  4  months,  1 ;  4  years,  39 ;  4  years  and  6  monthi, 
3 ;  5  years,  30 ;  6  yeara,  7  ;  6  yean  and  4  months,  1;  6  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  7  yean, 
21 ;  8  years.  3 ;  10  years,  13 ;  11  yeare,  1 ;  12  yeare,  2 ;  13  yeara,  1 ;  14  yeara,  f ;  15 
yeare,  3  ;  17  yean,  1 ;  18  yeara,  2 ;  20  yeara,  if  35  yeara,  1 ;  during  life,  14 :  totaL 287. 

Place  of  Nativity. — Massachusetts,  103;  Maine,  19;  New  Hampshire,  13 ;  Vermont, 
18 ;  Connecticut,  10 ;  Rhode  Island,  6  ;  New  York,  27 ;  New  Jersey,  4 ;  Pennsylvania, 
9 ;  Maryland,  1 ;  Ohio,  3 ;  Missouri,  1 ;  North  Carolina,  2  ;  Virginia,  2  ;  Louisiana,  1; 
Georgia,  1 ;  District  of  Columbia,  1 ;  England,  18 ;  Ireland,  27  ;  Malta,  1 ;  Germany,  S; 
Cape  de  Verd.  1 ;  France,  2  ;  Canada,  4  ;  Scotland,  3 ;  Sweden,  1 ;  Newfoundland,  1 ; 
Madeira.  1 ;  South  America,  1 :  Nova  Scotia,  4 :  total,  287. 

Employment. — Stonecuttera,  62 ;  carpentera,  2  ;  tool  grindera,  4  ;  team  hazMls.  9 ; 
blacksmiths,  20 ;  whitesmiths,  9 ;  tin  workera,  10 ;  cabmetmakera  and  upholsteren. 
61 ;  brushmakera,  26  ;  employed  in  cookery,  15 ;  barbers,  2  ;  sweepere,  5  ;  wood  and 
coal  carriere  and  lumpera,  6 ;  patients  in  hospital,  2 ;  invalids,  6  ;  attendants  in  hospitid, 
2;  waitere  and  messengera,  4;  coopera,  3;  hattera,  6;  shoemakera,  15;  carpenters  on 
repaira,  9 ;  tailora,  3 ;  in  punishment,  1 :  total,  287. 

Of  the  287  convicts  now  in  prison,  46  are  recommitments,  as  follows : — ^29  are  second 
comera ;  14  third  comera ;  1  a  fourth  comer ;  1  a  fifth  comer ;  1  a  sixth  comer. 

There  are  14  negroes  and  17  mulattoes  in  this  prison. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  again  able  to  report,  that  the  affaira  of  the  priaoii 
have  been  well  and  prosperous  during  the  past  year;  and  although  there  have  been. 
more  to  disturb  the  routine  of  discipline,  more  chances  of  Mcape,  more  opportunities 
for  intercourse  with  othera,  than  have  ever  before  been  in  this  prison,  yet  there  hav9 
been  a  high  degree  of  good  feeling,  ardor,  and  industry  among  the  convicts.  Ther9 
have  been  no  attempts  to  escape ;  no  resistance  of  authority,  and  but  few  transgression* 
of^  the  rules  of  the  prison.  In  fact,  the  discipline  of  the  prison  has  passed  uitmgh  m 
crisis  during  the  year,  to  which  it  has  never  before  been  subjected,  and  which  cnnnor 
asain  recur.  The  whole  year  has  been  devoted  to  extensive  repaira,  the  coustmctioa 
of  a  long  ran^  of  new  workshops,  and  the  making  or  filling  up  of  nearly  two  acre» 
of  land,  requinng  many  men  from  without  to  be  constantly  employed  within  the  prison, 
and  on  the  prison  wharf,  scowmen,  teamstera,  masons,  carpentera,  slatera,  etc.,  work" 
ing  in  juxtaposition  with  the  convicts,  and  afiurding  opportunities  for  intercourse,  whicls. 
eoold  not  be  altogether  prevented.  In  consequence  of  the  removal  and  reboilding  oT 
die  whitesmiths,  upholsterera,  cabinetmaken,  shoemakera,  and  tailors  ibopa,  a  vefi^ 
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large  portion  of  the  ooimeti  were  deprived  of  dieir  woiUiopi,  and  were  neceuarily 
tarowded  into  die  other  tAmpu  and  brooffht  nearer  together,  than  was  denrable  or  con- 
natent  with  a  ttrictly  nient  lyitem  of  oucipline.  I  was  obliged  to  take  the  chapel  for 
a  workshop,  religions  sendees  daring  the  sammer  being  performed  in  the  new  prison. 

An  these  things  have  rendered  the  duties  of  the  oflicers  of  the  prison  very  arduous 
daring  the  past  year,  so  that  the  health  of  many  of  them  failed,  and  more  than  half  the 
overseers  became  sick  and  were  obliged  to  leave  the  prison,  and  were  absent,  some 
of  them,  all  summer,  and  others  a  large  part  of  the  time,  obliging  me  to  have  recourse 
to  the  appointment  of  strangers,  as  temporary  officers  to  take  charge  of  their  duties,  at 
a  time  toat  required  more  man  ordinary  skill  and  experience  in  the  management  and 

Sovemment  of  the  prison,  until  at  last  my  own  health  failed  me.  About  this  time  I 
ncovered  that  we  had  an  un&ithful  officer  during  the  year,  who  had  been  conniving 
^th  the  convicts,  talking  and  tradine  with  them,  and  producing  such  mischief  as  only 
an  unfaithful  officer  can  produce.  The  prison  jard,  during  the  summer,  was  almost 
as  public  as  the  highway,  filled  with  lumber,  bnck,  stone,  lime,  sand,  and  the  abundant 
ana  unsightly  materials  of  the  old  shops.  So  that  a  part  of  the  time  the  prison  had  the 
appearance  of  confusion  and  want  of  neatness.  Many  of  the  convicts  were  necessarily 
engao;ed  in  very  dirty  employments,  removing  the  old  buildings,  cleaning  the  old  bricks 
diggmg  the  foundations  for  the  new  shops,  digging  the  drains  and  cisterns,  and  clean- 
ing out  the  vaults  and  canal,  working  in  mud  and  filth,  filling  the  prison  with  dirt  and 
dust,  and  carrying  with  them  necessarily  into  their  cells  a  part  thereof;  giving  occasion 
for  some  to  make  reports  not  favorable  to  the  discipline,  order,  and  neatness  of  the 
prison.  But  the  experience  of  the  past  year  has  given  me  more  confidence  in  the  prac- 
ticability and  success  of  the  mild  system  of  government,  which  I  have  adopted,  thap  the 
experience  of  nmny  ordinary  years  could  have  given. 

For  when  I  know  that  under  all  the  disadvantages  which  I  have  stated,  the  prisoners 
Yave  been  kept  under  control  by  the  law  of  kindness,  without  severity,  or  an  increase 
of  punishment,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  now  and  hereafter,  with  the  many  ad- 
vantages afforded  by  these  improvements,  the  affairs  of  the  prison  will  go  on  easily  and 
orderly  without  the  infliction  of  much  punishment. 

In  iact,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  nothing  but  the  ascendency  which  I  have 
tbeen  able  to  acquire  over  tlie  convicts  by  lon«[-continued  and  persevering  kindness  and 
affection  towards  them,  and  the  consequent  kindness  and  affection  which  I  have  been 
able  to  inspire  in  their  minds  towards  me,  has  enabled  me  to  conquer  so  successfully 
the  many  difficulties  with  which  I  was  surrounded  last  summer.  Of  this  I  am  certain, 
that  there  never  vat  a  time  when  the  eonmct$  were  more  orderly^  more  induttriotUf 
and  more  obedient^  than  they  now  are ;  there  never  wat  a  time  when  the  prison  was  in  a 
neater  and  better  condition  in  every  respect ;  there  never  was  a  time  when  the  prisoners 
were  so  comfortable^  healthy,  and  happy.  That  the  convicts  have  been  industriously 
employed  during  the  year,  will  appear  from  the  most  unerring  proof,  exhibited  by  the 
finances  of  the  prison.  The  eammgs  of  the  prisoners,  after  paying  all  expenses,  have 
Jeft  a  surplus  of^  $807  63,  although  the  expenses  have  been  much  increased  over  ordin- 
ary years.  The  expense  of  lights,  fumimre,  and  utensils,  has  been  increased.  The 
item  of  clothing  alone  has  been  more  than  a  thousand  dollars  greater  than  ordinary 
years.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  increase  very  considerably  the  amount  of  clothing, 
both  for  bedding  and  apparel,  and  the  good  effects  are  seen  and  felt  in  the  increased 
comfort,  health,  and  happiness  of  the  convicts.  There  never  has  been  a  time  when  the 
health  of  the  convicts  was  anywhere  near  so  good  as  it  was  the  last  year,  while  there 
never  has  been  a  year  when  the  health  of  the  officers  suffered  so  mnck.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  discipline  of  this  prison  does  not  prevent  all  conversation  and  intercourse 
among  the  convicts.  This  I  am  willing  to  own ;  and  if  the  prevention  of  all  intercourse 
is  the  great  desideratum,  separate,  sohtary  confinement  would  undoubtedly  be  the  most 
effectual  in  securing  that  end.  /  know  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  aU  intercourse  among 
convicts  in  this  prison^  and  I  suppose  it  is  in  all  other  prisonSf  even  in  those  of  solitary 
confinement,  and  can  only  be  wholly  prevented  by  having  a  separate  cell  for  every  con- 
vict under  a  separate  roof.  But  I  have  not  experienced  so  much  evil  from  the  illicit 
conversation  wnich  convicts  can  have  in  this  prison,  as  in  my  judgment  to  warrant  so 
great  an  expense  and  so  much  deprivation  and  suffering.  I  believe  that  the  few  words 
which  a  convict  can  steal  (!)  the  opportunity  to  say,  is  full  as  likely  to  be  ^ood  and  en- 
couraging, as  evil  and  debasmg.  Almost  all  the  punishment  inflicted  here  is  by  solitary, 
confinement,  and  a  punishment  of  this  kind,  varymg  from  one  to  a  few  days,  has  gener- 
aUy  been  found  sufficient  to  subdue  the  offender. 

The  Legislature  of  1844  appropriated  $6,000  for  repairs  and  improvements  of  the 
prison.    About  $3,000  of  this  appropriation  were  expended  previous  to  my  last  report,  and 
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the  impTOTements  have  been  oontiiraed  uid  fioiihed  daring  the  past  year.  Under  tfaii 
appropriation  I  have  caused  to  be  built  a  very  convenient  and  naudsome  guaid-hoofe 
at  the  front  gate,  a  heavy  new  front  gate  to  the  prison  yard,  a  new  brick  barn  35  by  25 
feet  in  dimensions,  raised  upon  a  substantial  stone  foundation  laid  on  piles,  with  a  good 
slated  roof;  a  new  brick  wall  from  the  old  prison  to  the  old  store-house,  nine  feet  higb, 
with  strong  battlements  and  hammered  granite  capping ;  five  new  watch-houses  upon 
the  prison  wall,  projecting  in  part  over  tne  wall  into  the  yard,  with  glass  windows,  lo 
as  to  afford  the  best  posKible  view  of  the  whole  interior  of  the  prison.  I  have  thorongfa* 
]y  repaired  the  platforms,  pickets,  and  fences,  upon  the  wall  around  the  whole  priMD 
yard,  making  a  large  portion  of  them  entirely  new.  I  have  built  a  large  new  coal  shed 
upon  the  wharf.  I  have  thoroughly  repaired  the  stone  sheds — new  silling,  shingling, 
and  making  new  windows  in  them.  I  have  repaired  and  new  slated  the  roof  of  tbs 
blacksmith  8  shop,  and  new  slated  the  north  side  of  both  wings  of  the  old  prison.  I 
have  built  a  new  cistern  in  the  prison  yard  which  will  contain  300  hhds.  nf^ water,  lo 
contrived  as  to  take  all  the  water  from  all  sides  of  the  very  large  stone  sheds,  and  Inve 
also  made  another  large  cistern  at  the  lower  end  of  the  new  workshops  to  take  the  wa> 
ter  from  the  north  side  of  those  buildings.  I  have  built  a  new  prison  vault,  so  as  to 
empty  into  tide  water  without  the  prison  walls,  and  discontinued  the  old  vault  which 
used  to  empty  into  the  prison  canal,  rendering  all  attempts  heretofore  to  keep  the  c^ 
nal  clean  and  pure  utterly  futile,  I  have  provided  the  new  vault  with  a  new  well  and 
pump,  so  as  to  be  able  to  keep  it  clean  and  free  from  offensive  smells.  I  have  altered 
all  the  doors  of  the  cells  in  the  new  prison,  affording  the  convicts  more  air  and  light 
I  have  rebuilt  the  fences  around  the  prison  grounds,  and  repaired  the  guard  room  and 
Warden's  room,  and  supplied  them  with  new  furnitcu«,  thoroughly  painting  the  boild- 
ings  and  fences  within  and  without.  The  expense  of  all  these  improvements  has  ex- 
ceeded the  appropriation  $18  74,  which  I  have  paid  from  the  prison  funds. 

The  Legislature  of  last  year  appropriated  $3,400  from  the  funds  of  the  prison,  and 
authorized  the  use  of  $4,611,  which  bad  been  appropriated  the  year  before  to  meet  a 
deficit  in  the  income  of  the  prison,  as  a  fimd  for  removing  and  rebuilding  a  range  of 
workshops,  making  an  appropriation  of  $8,011  for  this  purpose.  I  have  caused  these 
shops  to  oe  rebuilt  in  the  most  thorough,  durable,  and  workmanlike  manner,  according 
to  a  plan  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  They  are  built  upon  a 
solid  stone  foundation,  with  split  granite  underpinnings.  The  brick  walls  are  16  inches 
thick,  with  a  heavy  substantial  roof,  well  slated  and  made  fire  proof.  The  doors,  which 
lead  from  shop  to  shop,  are  made  of  iron,  to  prevent  the  communication  of  fire.  The 
whole  is  well  glazed  and  painted,  constituting  a  block  of  very  light,  airy,  convenienl, 
and  handsome  shops.  I  have  also  caused  the  building  heretofore  used  as  a  store-hooae, 
to  be  converted  into  a  dwelling-house,  and  have  so  contrived  as  to  make  it  into  two 
tenements,  having  six  rooms  in  each  tenement ;  and  I  have  let  the  same  to  two  of  the 
officers  for  a  rent  of  $225,  including  fuel.  The  whole  expense  of  the  workshops  and 
the  dwelling-houses  is  $8,218  41,  exceeding  the  appropriation  $207  41,  which  1  havo 
paid  from  the  prison  funds.  In  all  these  repairs,  buildmgs,  and  improvements,  I  have 
oeen  very  careful  to  have  everything  done  m  the  best  jMssiblo  maimer,  having  regard 
to  utility,  durability,  and  appearance. 

An  appropriation  was  made  last  year  of  $100,  for  the  purchase  of  a  library  for  the 
use  of  tne  conWcts,  and  a  library  has  accordingly  been  purchased  of  between  two  and 
three  hundred  good  books.    They  are  given  out  and  taken  in  every  Saturday  afternoon. 

Disbursements. — To  cash  paid  for  provisions,  $6,612  13;  for  cfothinff,  4,381  64;  for 
hospital  department,  282  69 ;  expenses  and  fuel,  3,151  00;  prisoners  discharged,  338  00 ; 
officers'  salaries,  15,528  10 ;  transportation  of  prisoners,  624  48 ;  repairs  of  r^  eatate, 
76  26  :  total,  $30,994  30.     Balance  of  income,  $807  35. 

Income. — Stone  department,  $10,936  28  ;  labor  department,  19,309  67  ;  fees  of  ad- 
mittance, 1.480  70;  rents,  75  00:  total,  $31,801  65. 

FREDERICK  ROBINSON,  Waideo. 

1845. — Physician's  Report. 

The  records  of  the  Physician's  department  of  the  prison,  prior  to  the  22nd  of  January 
of  the  present  year,  the  time  of  my  entering  upon  my  duties,  show  that,  since  the  lift 
annual  report  up  to  that  date,  42  patients  had  been  admitted  to  the  hospital.  One  deadi 
occurred  from  paralysis.  The  number  of  days  spent  in  the  hospital  was  1,296.  The 
number  of  days'  labor  abated  to  invalids  was  98 :  and  246  days  of  light  labor  had  been 
ordered  by  the  Physician. 
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tbe  2Siid  of  Jtnnar^  no  death  hai  oocarred  in  the  institotkm.  20  patiente  have 
nitted  to  tbe  hospital ;  643  days,  a  large  portion  of  which  has  occorred  in  tbe 
of  two  or  three  patients,  have  been  spent  in  tbe  hospital ;  186  days  of  labor 
•n  abated  to  invalids  for  a  day ;  and  313  days  of  light  labor  have  been  allowed 
f  prescription. 
tal  of  statistics  of  the  health  of  the  institution  reckoned  thus,  would  be  as 

September  30th,  1844,  to  January  22nd,  1845,  the  number  of  deaths  were  1 ; 
admitted  to  hospital,  42  ;  days  spent  in  hospital,  1,296 :  days  labor  excused, 
I  liffht  labor,  246.  From  January  22nd,  1845.  to  September  30th,  1845,  the 
if  deaths  were  0 ;  admitted  to  hospital,  20 ;  days  spent  in  the  hospital,  643 ; 
>r  excused,  186 ;  days  light  labor,  313.  Average  number  of  applications  daily, 
9ar,  7  and  a  fi-action. 

statistics  show  that  a  great  degree  of  health  has  been  ei:\joyed  at  the  prison 
le  time  I  have  been  connected  with  it.  Beyond  the  information  conveyed  by 
nerical  results,  the  character  of  the  diseases  has  generally  been  pulmoDary  at- 
carriog  in  the  winter,  or  diarrhcea,  of  which  we  had  most  in  the  warmest  part 
mmer.  Cases  of  this  latter  kind  have  readily  yielded  to  medicine ;  and,  on 
e,  I  should  conceive  the  statement  well  warranted  that  an  equal,  or  even 
ban  the  average  health  of  the  community,  has  been  enjoyed  by  the  convicts. 
•  a  humane  liberality  exercised  by  the  officers  in  allowing  the  men  to  state 
iplaints,  if  they  fancy  they  have  any,  and  in  whose  instances  it  often  happens 
r  are  fanciful,  a  large  number  receive  some  trifling  prescription  without  any 
ice  with  their  usual  occupations.  Occasionally  an  instance  occurs  where  ill- 
igned  designedly ;  but  such  attempts  are  usually  unsuccessful,  and  are  not  of 
occurrence.  Many  of  the  applicants,  of  course,  are  refused  the  prescription 
ire  medicines  whicn  they  imagine  they  need,  and  are  oflen  sent  back  without 
nription  at  all ;  but  their  reception  of  such  refusal  has  generally  been  good-na- 
1  good-mannered,  and  as  docile  as  I  could  expect. 

sted  with  the  health  of  the  prison,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  two  subjects  which 
onportant  to  receive  attention— a  better  ventilation  of  the  sleeping  cells,  and 
oplete  apparatus  for  bathing. 

ilect  of  the  former  seems  owing  to  the  mode  of  construction  of  the  night  prison, 
ring  larger  outer  windows.  The  deficiency  in  question  is  only  felt  in  the  ex- 
at  of  summer.  To  this  cause  in  part  is  attributable  the  diarrhoBa,  which  quite 
r  experienced  a  sli&ht  attack  of,  as  above  noticed. 

ird  to  the  matter  of  bathing,  no  argument  need  be  used  to  show  that  an  occa- 
th  of  warm  water,  during  the  cold  months  of  the  year,  would  conduce  as  much 
as  to  cleanliness. 

eneficial  operation  of  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of  Commistionen  on 
to  investigate  cases  of  insaniti^  in  the  prison,  has  had  but  little  occasion  to  dii- 
f  during  the  past  year.  No  instances  have  occuired  requiring  a  removal  of 
prisoner  to  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital.  But  I  have  been  glad  to  avail  myself 
lavice  in  one  instance,  where,  though  1  was  persuaded  of  the  insani^  of  tbe 
I  ^ught  fit  to  yield  to  the  prisoner's  own  request,  and  permit  him  to  retnm 

J.  W.  BEMI8,  Fhyndan. 

1846. — Inspbctors'  Rbpoet. 

ispectors  are  happy  to  say,  from  information  obtained  in  the  course  of  their 
lUes.  that  the  condition  ot  the  prison  has  been  as  prosperous,  and  its  general 
I  well  attained,  during  the  past  year,  as  at  any  fi>nner  period.  If  less  labor 
performed  than  at  other  times,  during  a  like  period,  it  is  oecause  the  numbers 
n  less,  than  at  any  other  time,  for  the  last  twenty  years.  We  see  in  this  ftct 
ications  of  mural  improvement  among  the  people  at  lai^e.  Other  causes  there 
ban  the  one  here  suggested,  which  contribute  to  this  reduction  of  the  number 
)rs,  but  wo  believe  that  an  improved  state  of  public  morab  rightfully  comes 
bare. 

;  into  accuimt  the  amount  expended  for  books  to  enlarge  the  ftbrary,  and  other 
aot  within  the  ordinary  range  of  current  expenses,  the  earnings  of  the  prison 
n  sufficient  to  meet  its  outlays,  within  about  one  hundred  dollars;  and  even 
liency  would  have  been  extinfiiiished,  but  for  the  increased  prices  that  have 
i  for  provisions;  one  article  of  food  alone,  has  cost  not  less  than  a  thomand 
lOre  than  it  did  the  year  before. 

40 
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A  high  degree  of  health  has  prevailed  among  the  prisoiiera.  Probably  no  eommumiiy, 
of  equal  numbertf  can  be  found  among  the  great  mass  of  people  withotit  the  waUs  of  m 
prison,  who  have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  health  in  a  greater,  if  in  an  equal  degree,  for 
the  same  length  of  time, — one  death  only  having  occurred  for  the  last  two  years* 

It  18  a  fact  generally  known,  that  a  sentiment  prevails  to  a  limited  extent,  against  tho 
the  system  of  imprisonment  called  congregate  system,  adopted  in  onr  State ;  and  in 
favor  of  the  separate  system,  which  is  adopted  in  Pennsylvania 

By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them, — is  a  sentiment  that  comes  to  as  from  high 
authority ;  and  by  it  we  would  test  the  character  and  merits  of  these  different  systems 
of  punishment.  Look,  then,  at  the  degree  of  health,  both  of  body  and  of  mind,  that 
has  prevailed  for  years  past,  in  these  different  institutions,  the  deaths  that  have  occurred, 
in  proportion  to  their  inmates.  ■  Look  at  the  industry  and  earnings  of  the  prisonen. 
Look  at  the  financial  condition  of  the  two  institutions,  and  also  at  the  amounts  annually 
expended  by  the  State  for  their  support,  and  at  various  other  points  of  comparison,— 
and  let  the  record  decide  between  them. 

The  doctrine  of  separate  confinement,  we  think,  is  erroneous,  imaginary,  and  theo- 
retical,— is  opposed  to  the  nature  of  man,  and  to  the  laws  of  mind  that  govern  him,  and 
\b  not  sustained  by  a  single  argument  founded  in  truth. 

Another  topic  claims  a  remark.  The  desire  for  readiu^  useful*books,  manifested  by 
the  prisoners,  since  the  enlargement  of  the  library,  is  highly  gratifying,  and,  in  our 
opinion,  justifies  the  hope,  that  the  public  will  be  fully  remunerated  tor  outlays  for  the 
improvement  of  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  convicts. 

BRADFORD  SUMNER.^ 

SAMUEL  GREELE,        )  Inspectors. 

ABRAHAM  F.  HOWE,  J 

1846. — Warden's  Report. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  October  1,  1845,  was  287  ;  the 
whole  number  of  convicts  received  into  the  prison  during  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1846.  is  78  :  total,  365. 

Discharged  from  the  prison  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1846 :  by  expira- 
tion of  sentence,  100 ;  by  remission  of  sentence,  7 ;  oy  order  of  court,  3  ;  escapea,  1 ; 
died,  1 :  total,  112.     The  whole  number  remaining  in  prison,  September  30, 1846, 253. 

Ages  of  those  in  Prison.^15  to  20  years,  23 ;  20  to  30, 113  ;  30  to  40,  67  ;  40  to  50, 
29 ;  50  to  60,  16 ;  60  to  70,  5. 

Crimes. — Larceny,  59;  common  and  notorious  thefl,  15;  burglary,  11;  burglary  in 
2nd  degree,  4 ;  burglary  and  larceny,  4 ;  arson,  4 ;  arson,  2nd  degree,  2 ;  murder,  6 ; 
assault,  vrith  intent  to  murder,  5 ;  assault  with  intent  to  rape,  7  ;  adultery,  5  ;  malicious 
burning  and  larceny,  1 ;  kidnapping,  1 ;  assault  and  hignway  robbery,  1 ;  incest,  1 ; 
robbery  2 ;  manslaughter,  7 ;  store  breaking  and  larceny,  1 ;  assault  and  robbery,  1 ; 
highway  robbery  in  2nd  degree,  2 ;  breaking  and  entering  a  bank  and  burglary,  1 ; 
maliciously  setting  fire  to  a  manufactory,  which  was  destroyed  with  its  contents,  1 ; 
forgery  and  cheatmg,  1 ;  assault  with  intent  to  rob,  3  ;  having  in  possession  counterfeit 
bank  bills,  with  intent  to  pass  the  same,  6  ;  having  in  possession  counterfeit  coin,  with 
intent  to  pass  the  same,  2  ;  bumins  a  bam  in  the  night  time,  1 ;  felonious  assault  on  a 
female  child,  1 ;  shop  breaking,  2 ;  breaking  and  entering  a  shop  and  larceny,  17  ;  per- 
jury, 1 ;  breaking  and  entenng  a  shop  in  this  prison,  1 ;  stealing,  1 ;  felonious  assault. 


house  and  stealing  therein,  12 ;  burning  a  bam,  1 ;    passing  a  counterfeit  Dank  bill,  2 ; 


intent  to  kill,  1  ;  passing  counteHeit  money,  4 ;  bigamy,  3 ;  passing  a  counterfeit  bank 
note,  1 ;  breaking  and  entering  a  dwelling-bouse  in  the  daytime,  with  attempt  to  steal, 
3  ;  attempting  to  set  fire,  1 ;  embezzlement  and  larceny,  1 ;  rape,  1 ;  breaking  and 
entering  a  shop  in  the  nisht  time,  2  ;  accessory  to  a  larceny  before  the  fiict,  1 ;  coun- 
terfeiting an  order,  1 ;  forgery,  3 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 ;  assault,  with  intent  to 
commit  a  larceny,  2 ;  assault  and  mayhem,  1 :  total,  253. 

Term  of  Sentences. — 1  year,  14 ;  1  year  and  3  months,  2 ;   1  year  and  6  months,  11 ; 
I  year  and  10  months,  1 ;  2  years,  42 ;  2  years  and  3  months,  2 ;  2  years  and  6  months. 
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S ;  2  yean  and  8  mon^,  2 ;  2  yean  and  9  months,  2 ;  3  yeafs,  40 ;  3  yean  and  6 
months,  3 ;  3  yean  and  9  montha,  1 ;  3  yean  and  10  months,  2 ;  4  yean,  29 ;  4  yean 
and  6  months,  4 ;  5  yean,  24 ;  5  yean  and  3  months,  1 ;  6  yean  8 ;  6  yean,  and  4 
months,  1 ;  7  yean,  16 ;  8  yean,  2 ;  10  yean,  13 ;  10  yean  and  6  months,  1 ;  12  yean, 
1 ;  13  yean,  1 ;  14  yean,  1 ;  15  yean,  3 ;  17  yean,  1 ;  18  years,  1 ;  35  yean,  1 ;  life, 
15:  total.  253. 

Placet  of  Nativity. — Massachnsetts,  90;  Maine,  14  ;  New  Hampshire,  10;  Vermont, 
12 ;  Connecticat,  10 :  Rhode  Island,  5 ;  New  York,  27 ;  New  Jersey,  3  ;  Pennsylvania, 
7  ;  Maryland,  1 ;  Ohio,  2 ;  North  Carolina,  2 ;  Virginia,  3  ;  South  Carolina,  1 ;  Del- 
aware.  1 ;  Missoari,  1 ;  Soath  America,  2  ;  England,  20 ;  Ireland,  23  ;  Scotland,  3 ; 
France,  2 ;  Canada,  5 ;  Nova  Scotia,  2 ;  Malta,  1 ;  Cape  de  Verd,  1 ;  Sweden,  1 ;  Ma. 
deira,  1 ;  Germany,  1 ;  New  Brunswick,  1 ;  Prince  Edward's  Island,  1 :  total,  253. 

Employment. — Stonecutten,  61;  carpenten,  2;  tool  grinden,  3;  team  hands,  7; 
blacksmiths,  15 ;  whitesmiths,  3 ;  tin  worken,  8 ;  engraven  and  printen,  5 ;  cabinet- 
maken  and  upholsteren,  66 ;  bnishmaken,  23 ;  batten,  3 ;  cooper,  1 ;  shoemaken, 
11 ;  tailon,  4 ;  employed  in  cookery,  11 ;  baker,  1 ;  washen,  2  ;  oarben,  2 ;  sweep- 
en,  6 ;  wood  and  coal  carrien  and  lumpen,  3 ;  in  hospital,  2 ;  invalids,  8  ;  waiten  and 
messeugera,  4  ;  in  cells,  2 :  total,  253. 

The  78  convicts  received  the  last  year  were  convicted  as  follows: — At  Boston,  31 ; 
Worcester,  5 ;  Lowell,  4 ;  Dedham,  3 ;  Cambridge,  1 ;  Northampton,  2 ;  Springfield, 
3 ;  New  Bedford,  9 ;  Ipsvdch,  2 ;  Lenox,  2 ;  Taunton,  9 ;  Barnstable,  1 ;  Concord,  2 ; 
Greenfield,  1 :  total,  78. 

There  are  12  negroes  and  11  mulattoes  in  this  prison. 

The  largest  number  of  convicts  in  prison,  at  any  time  during  the  past  year,  was  287 ; 
the  smallest  number  was  243  ;  the  average  number  has  been  262. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  a  state  of  unprecedented  health  has  pre- 
vailed. There  has  been  but  one  death  during  the  year,  and  no  one  has  been  released 
from  prison  on  account  of  ill  health  since  I  have  been  connected  with  it.  Order,  in- 
dustry, kind  feelings,  and  consequently  contentment,  and  a  good  degree  of  happiness, 
have  constantly  existed  among  us.  There  have  been  no  outbreaks,  no  resistance  of 
authority ;  and  there  has  been  less  of  punishment,  and  less  cause  for  the  infliction  of 

Cishment,  than  ever  heretofore.  A  desire  of  self-improvement  among  the  convicts 
been  excited,  and  prevailed  in  a  remarkable  degree  ;  so  that  the  time  not  assigned 
to  labor,  has  been  devoted  very  generally  to  reading,  writing,  ciphering,  and  otiier 
studies  calculated  to  inform  the  mind,  soften  the  afiections,  and  improve  the  character. 
The  prison  library  now  consists  of  rising  four  hundred  volumes,  of  the  best  books  in 
our  language.  And  it  is  really  beautiful  to  observe,  how  joyfully  every  convict  ap- 
pean  to  receive  a  new  book  from  the  library,  every  Saturday  afternoon. 

A  society  has  been  formed,  during  the  past  year,  among  the  convicts,  called  ''  The 
Massachusetts  State  Prison  Society,  for  Moral  Improvement  and  Mutual  Aid,*'  and  a 
majority  of  the  convicts  have  become  memben  of  this  society,  and  have  pledged 
themselves,  sincerely  I  have  no  doubt,  to  live  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  constita- 
tion  and  by-laws  of  this  society. 

Constitution  and  By-lawa  of  the  MatBOchutettt  State  Prison  Society  for  Moral 

Improvement^and  Mutual  Aid. 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do  hereby  associate  and  form  oiu-selves 
into  a  society,  to  be  known  as  the  "  Mastaehuaette  State  Prison  Society  for  Moral 
Improvement  and  Mutual  Aid,"  and  do  furthermore  adopt  the  following  constitution  or 
coae  of  rules  and  regulations,  by  which  the  society  is  to  be  governed,  and  its  doings 
and  transactions  regulated. 

The  officers  of  this  society  shall  be  a  president,  vice-president,  and  secretary. 

The  warden  of  the  prison  shall,  ex  officio,  be  president,  and,  when  present,  shall 
preside  in  all  meetings  of  the  society,  and  shall  have  the  entire  control  and  direction 
of  the  doings  and  transactions  of  such  meetings. 

The  vice-president  of  the  society  shall  be  the  chaplain  of  the  prison,  whose  duty  it 
■hall  be  to  preside  at  its  meeting  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  president. 

The  clerk  of  the  prison  shall  be  the  secretary  of  the  society,  who  shall  keep  a 
record  of  all  such  doings  and  transactions  of  the  society  as  he  may  think  proper  sub- 
jects of  record ;  and,  at  every  meeting  of  the  society,  the  record  of  the  meeting  last 
liolden  shall  be  read. 

Meeting  of  the  society  may  be  called  and  holden  at  the  discretion  of  the  president 

There  snail,  in  each  and  every  year,  be  a  special  meeting  of  the  society,  known  as 
its  anniversary  meeting,  which  shul  be  on  or  near  the  fbarth  day  of  July,  on  which 
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oocation,  sneh  servicet  •bail  be  holden  and  tnch  amnxementi  made,  ai  the  offioen  flC 

the  society  shall  judge  best  calculated  to  interest  and  do  good. 

Any  prisoner  may  become  a  diember  of  this  society  by  subscribing  his  name  to  this 
(constitution,  unless  the  president  shall  see  ^ood  reasons  to  the  contrary. 

Every  person,  on  becoming  a  member  of  the  society,  shall  feel  it  to  be  his  dut^,  and 
himself  in  honor  pledged,  to  use  all  practicable  means  and  helps  for  the  improvement 
of  his  own  mind  and  heart  in  knowledge  and  virtue,  that  by  so  doing  he  may  be  fitting 
himself  for  usefulness,  respectability,  and  happiness,  when  he  shaU  again  eiyoy  tha 
blessings  of  freedom  and  society;  and,  furthermore,  studiously  to  avoid  everything 
wh|ch  tends  to  corrupt,  to  debase,  and  to  destroy ;  and  thus  to  obtain  the  mastery  over 
those  passions  and  appetites,  to  whose  influence  and  control  so  many  owe  their  down- 
fall and  ruin. 

Every  member  of  this  society  shall  feel  himself  bound  habitually  so  to  act  and 
demean  himself,  that  his  example  may  be  safely  copied  by  his  fellows,  and  to  use  no 
influence  on  others  whose  tendency  is  not  safe  and  salutary. 

Members  of  the  society,  when  discharged  from  prison,  shall,  unless  a  wish  to  the 
contrary  be  expressed,  still  be  members,  and  shall  feel  pledged  to  use  all  lawful  and 
proper  means  to  benefit  those  who  may  have  been  inmates  of  this  prison ;  and  in  no 
case,  or  under  any  circumstances,  to  use  an  influence  to  seduce  them  from  the  path  of 
virtue,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  to  sUive  to  do  them  good,  and  to  oid  and  cheer  them 
on  in  their  efforts  to  become  respectable  and  useful. 

Every  member  of  the  society  shall,  on  his  discharge  from  prison,  consider  himself  ic 
honor  pledged  to  total  abstinence  from  the  use  of  all  intoxicating  drinks. 

If  any  member  of  the  society  shall,  essentially  or  grossly,  violate  the  obligations 
voluntarily  assumed  by  becoming  a  member  of  the  society,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
president  to  erase  his  name  from  the  list  of  members ;  and  such  person  shall  not  be 
re-admitted  until  the  expiration  of  at  least  three  months ;  nor  then,  unless  the  president 
shall  see  good  and  satisfactory  reasons  for  so  doing. 

The  officers  of  the  prison  may  become  members  of  the  society,  and,  by  so  doing, 
shall  consider  themselves  in  duty  bound  to  use  all  practicable  means,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  laws  and  regulations  established  for  the  discipline  of  the  institution,  to  aid 
and  assist  all  its  members  in  the  furtherance  and  accomplishment  of  the  ends  contem- 
plated and  reco^ized  in  the  formation  of  this  society. 

The  officers  .of  the  society  may  admit,  from  without,  such  persons  as  they  may  see 
fit,  as  honorary  membertf  who  may  attend  its  meetings  and  take  part  in  ita  transactions, 
as  the  president  may  think  proper ;  but  such  honorary  members  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  share  in  the  government  of  tne  society,  or  in  directing  or  controlling  its  businen  or 
management 

In  addition  to  the  officers  before  named,  there  shall  be  a  committee,  styled  the  cma- 
mittee  of  conference^  which  shall  consist  of  six  persons  selected  from  among  the 
prisoners,  together  with  the  president,  vice-presidfent,  and  secretary.  The  president 
shall  be  chairman  of  said  committee.  That  portion  of  the  committee  composed  of 
prisoners  shall  be  appointed  as  follows,  viz. :  the  president  shall  name  three  of  tha 
prisoners,  members  of*  the  society,  who  shall  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  nomination 
of  six  persons,  whom  they  consider  suitably  qualified  to  be  members  of  said  committee 
of  conterence ;  and  these  pers(ms,  so  nominated,  if  chosen  by  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  approved  by  the  president,  shall  constitute  a  part  of  said  committee  of  con- 
ference. The  business  of  this  committee  shall  be  to  consult  together  in  reeard  to  tha 
best  means  of  furthering  the  ffreat  ends  designed  to  be  accomj^ished  by  Uiis  society. 
This  committee  may  be  called  together  whenever  the  chairman  shall  see  fit. 

Every  member  of  this  society,  who,  on  his  discharge  from  the  prison,  shall  have  aa 
demeaned  himself  during  the  term  of  his  imprisonment,  and  as  a  member  of  this 
society,  as  to  secure  the  approbation  of  the  president,  shall  receive  a  handsoaiely 
engraved  or  printed  certificate,  signed  by  the  president,  vice-president,  and  aecretary, 
certifying  to  the  same,  and  recommending  him  to  the  friendship,  patronage,  and  con- 
fidence of  the  community  wherever  his  lot  may  be  cast 

Recognizing  the  fact  of  our  dependence  on  6od  for  success  in  all  our  attempts  to  do 
good,  and  feeling  how  much  we  need  His  aid  and  blessing,  all  the  regular  meeting! 
of  this  society^  shall  be  opened  with  prayer. 

This  constitution,  and  the  by-laws  wmch  from  time  to  time  may  be  adopted,  may  ba 
altered  or  amended  as  the  committee  of  conference  may  find  it  expedient,  in  order  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  the  society :  and  every  such  alteration  shall  be  noBida 
known  to  the  society  at  its  next  subsequent  meeting. 

Bt-laws. — ^The  meetings  of  the  society  shall  ba  called  to  order  by  the  president,  or, 
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in  his  abtence,  bj  the  preoding  offioei^— after  which,  the  bleidng  of  God  ihall  be  iiii« 
plored  by  the  chaplain,  or  each  other  pereon  present  at  the  preiraent  maj  invite. 

All  the  proceedings  or  business  transactions  of  ererw- such  meeting,  shall  be  conducted 
■tricdj  according  to  the  directions  of  the  presiding  officer. 

At  every  meeting  of  this  society,  some  subject  or  question  shall  be  ^iven  out  lor 
consideration  at  the  next  subsequent  meeting.  Any  member  of  the  society  may  sug« 
gest  subjects  or  questions  for  consideration,  but  the  selection  shall  be  made  by  a 
m^ority  of  the  board  of  officers. 

All  remarks  made  by  any  member  shall  be  addressed  to  the  presiding  officer,  and 
through  him  to  the  meeting ;  and  if,  at  any  time,  two  or  more  persons  shall  rise  to 
■peak  at  the  same  time,  the  presiding  officer  shall  have  the  preceaence. 

No  remarks  of  a  personal  nature,  or  reflecting  unfavorably  on  the  conduct  or  charao« 
ter  of  any  member,  or  any  person  connected  with  the  prison,  shall  ever  be  allowed. 

The  foregoing  constitution  and  b^-laws  were  drawn  up  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Curtis, 
chaplain  of  the  prison,  who  is  deservmg  of  great  credit  for  his  services  in  originating 
■nd  forming  this  society,  which  has  already  been  highly  beneficial,  and  is  destined,  I 
have  no  doabt,  to  be  an  instrument  of  great  good  in  time  to  come.  ^  The  meetings  of 
this  society  are  held  every  other  Thurraay  afternoon,  one  hour  before  sundown,  and  all 
the  meetings  have  been  characterized  by  great  decorum,  order,  and  attention,  and  the 
discussions  have  all  been  highly  interesting,  instructive,  and  improving.  The  first 
anniversarv  of  the  society  was  held  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  which,  in  addition  to  reli- 
gtons  services,  consisted  of  singing,  instrumental  music,  original  songs,  poems,  and 
speeches,  by  the  convicts,  all  of  which  were  of  a  high  order,  and  would  not  have  been 
dbcreditable  to  any  assembly  whatever.  The  constitution  of  the  society  admits  of 
honorary  members,  and  man^  of  our  most  philanthropic  and  distinguished  citizens  have 
pvailed  themselves  of  the  privilege  to  become  members.  My  great  desire  is  to  make 
this  prison,  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  consistently  with  the  laws  and  the  discipline,  a  great 
labor  school,  where  every  man  shall  have  encouragements  and  opportunities  to  improve 
his  mind,  his  moral  and  reli^ous  character ;  to  acouire  habits  of  industry,  habits  of 
tempesance,  habits  of  order,  nabits  of  neatness,  and  a  trade  or  skill  in  some  manual 
labor— so  diat  when  he  shall  be  discharged  from  prison,  he  ma^  be  qualified  to  enter 
into  competition  with  his  fellow->men  to  earn  an  honest  livehhood  for  himself  and 
fiunily. 

The  last  Le^latnre  appropriated  firom  the  funds  of  the  prison  $250  for  building  a 
bathiuf-house  m  the  prison  yard,  with  suitable  apparatus  for  bathing ;  and  a  very  hand- 
some building  has  been  erected  for  this  purpose  over  the  canal,  and  provided  with 
suitable  apparatus,  for  cold,  warm,  and  shower  bathing.  I  have  causea  the  drains  of 
the  prison,  which  used  to  empty  into  the  canal,  to  be  turned  off  and  discharged  through 
the  prison  walls  into  tide  water,  and  the  canal  to  be  thoroughly  cleaned  out ;  and  as 
the  water  flows  in  and  out  of  this  oanal  every  tide,  it  is  now  an  excellent  place  for 
bathing  in  the  summer  time,  and  this,  with  the  warm  baths,  afibrds  excellent  aecom' 
modation  for  bathing  both  in  summer  and  winter. 

It  is  contended  by  some^  that  prisons  should  be  places  of  punishment,  and  that  se- 
verity, hardships,  deprivations,  and  sufferings  should  be  inflicted,  as  a  means  of  refor- 
mation, as  a  terror  against  evil-doin^,  and  as  a  warning  to  others.  But  the  world  has 
pursued  this  course  up  to  this  time  with  iU  success.  Wnerever  convicts  have  been  the 
most  neglected,  and  tne  most  cruelly  treated,  crime  has  the  most  abounded.  We  must 
overcome  evil  with  good. 

A  large  amount  oflabor  and  material  has  been  expended  during  the  year,  in  grading 
and  macadamizing  the  prison  yard,  of  which  no  account  has  been  taken. 

Dialmrsemenii.^-To  provision  department,  |7,194  15;  to  hospital  do.,  189  27;  to 
clothing  do.,  4,472  47  ;  to  expense,  3,512  11 ;  to  prisoners  discharged,  459  00 ;  to  pay 
of  officers,  15,526  46 ;  to  transportation  of  prisoners,  634  70 ;  repairs  of  real  estate^ 
398  20 ;  to  new  bathins-house,  305  97 :  total,  $32,692  33. 

Income. — By  stone  department,  $14,469  73;  by  labor  department,  16,098  84;  by 
fees  of  admittance,  1,324  00 ;  by  rents,  265  00 ;  by  profits  ana  loss,  29  78 ;  by  balance, 
being  deficit  of  income,  504  98 :  total  $32,698  33. 

From  the  above  deficit  should  be  deducted  $805  97,  as  the  expense  of  the  new  bath- 
ing-house, and  $100  as  the  money  paid  finr  tha  ittcwse  of  the  libraiy,  leaving  the  tnie 
dabcit  of  income  only  $99  01. 

FBfiDEBICK  BOBINSON,  Ward«L 
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1846. — ^Physician's  Report. 

A  biffh  degree  of  health  has  prevailed  among  the  prisonen  dnriog  the  pact  year.  Of 
the  limited  amount  of  nckness  which  has  occarred,  there  has  been  oothrag  of  an  un- 
usaal  character,  or  such  as  peculiarly  connects  itself  with  the  supposed  disadvantagea 
of  an  institution  of  this  kind.  While  the  aggregate  of  disease  among  the  convicta  doea 
not  seem  to  exceed  that  of  the  community  at  lar^e,  I  am  not  aware  of  the  existence  of 
any  type  of  disorder  amons  them,  even  to  a  limited  extent,  which  is  to  be  oonaidored 
directly  attributable  to  their  confinement. 

Diseases  of  the  lungs,  or  tendencies  to  pulmonary  difficulties,  are  more  noticeabla 
than  any  other,  but  not  to  a  larger  proportion,  perhaps,  than  in  society  generally,  or 
than  may  fairly  be  account^  for  by  tne  prisoner's  previous  course  of  life. 

There  has  been  one  death  during  the  past  year.  William  Doyle  died  in  September, 
of  cachexy,  or  vital  exhaustion,  aged  64  years.  He  had  been  in  prison  about  six 
months,  and  came  with  a  constitution  broken  down  by  intemperance.  TMs  is  the 
only  death  which  has  occurred  within  the  institution  since  December,  1844.  During 
this  period,  no  pardon  has  been  granted  on  account  of  sickness. 

Fifty-ei^ht  different  prisoners  have  been  admitted  to  the  hospital  during  the  yeat^— 
seven  having  been  admitted  three  times,  and  four  twice.  The  number  of  £iy8  spent  in 
the  hospital  oy  these  was  883.  In  addition  to  these,  644  days  have  been  paasea  there 
by  those  who  were  admitted  as  invalids  for  a  single  day. 

During  the  past  year,  I  have  been  obliged  to  resort  to  amputation  three  timea,  and 
once  to  tne  removal  of  a  tumor,  of  a  serious  character,  from  the  neck.  Two  of  the  am- 
putations were  of  the  thigh,  and  one  of  the  arm.  The  disease  which  required  the 
amputations  of  the  thigh  was  necrosis  of  the  bones,  and  had  been  of  long  standing  pre- 
vious to  the  commitment  of  the  patient. 

No  tables  have  ever  been  kept  here  showing  the  condition  of  health  of  the  convicts 
when  received,  by  which  to  compare  their  relative  degree  of  the  same  when  discharged. 

No  new  case  of  insanity  has  occurred  during  the  year.  The  services  of  the  commifr' 
sioners  of  lunacy  were  put  in  requisition  in  one  instance,  to  determine  upon  the  expedi- 
ency of  recommitting  a  convict  to  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  who  had  been  sent  back  to 
the  prison  from  that  institution,  and  who  was,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  oommia- 
sion,  sent  bark. 

J.  W.  BEMI8,  Physician. 

1846. — Chaplain's  Report. 

of  the  78  prisoners  received  the  past  year,  53  were  either  foreigners  or  oatiTea  of 
other  States  of  the  Union,  leaving  but  25  as  native  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth. 

It  is  matter  of  great  satisfaction  that  a  state  of  more  liberal  and  kindly  feeling  is 
extending  itself  in  our  community,  towards  those  who  are  discharged  from  the  State 
Prison.  These  men,  going  out  into  the  world  with  the  loss  of  character,  and  laboring 
under  manifold  discouragements,  need,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  the  sympathy  and  friendly 
aid  of  the  Christian  public.  The  hand  of  Christian  kindness  extended  to  them — a  kind 
word  to  encourage  and  to  cheer — a  willingness  to  give  them  employment  and  a  home 
— will  do  much  to  allay  prejudice,  to  dissipate  discouragement,  and  to  cheer  them  on* 
ward  in  their  efforts  to  elevate  themselves  to  the  standiwd  of  respectability  and  useful- 
ness in  the  world.  But  if,  on  their  discharge,  the  "  cold  shoulder*'  is  turned  to  them, 
and  they  meet  naught  but  the  frowning  look,  the  contemptuous  sneer,  the  chilling 
repulse,  when  employment  and  patronage  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited— who 
that  is  acouaintea  with  human  nature  need  wonder,  if,  discouraged  and  utieriy  dis- 
heartened by  such  treatment  and  such  repulses,  they  should  recklessly  return  l^ck  to 
their  former  course  and  habits. 

But  while  the  offender  against  the  laws  of  the  State  is  to  be  pitied,  and  treated  with 
all  due  kindness  and  humanity — and  while  every  practicable  means  ought  to  be  applied 
for  his  reformation,  and  his  encouragement  in  the  way  of  well-doing — he  shoula  feel 
that  there  must  be  laws  and  adequate  penalties,  and  that  the  general  welfare  demands 
their  fidthiiil  execution — that  the  government  is  not  the  offending  party,  but  himself— 
that  mdividual  interests  must  always  be  subordinate  to  the  eeneral  good.  Feeling  thuL 
he  will  be  prepared  to  estimate  the  necessity  and  value  of  me  whofosome  restramta  of 
civil  government,  as  securing  his  own  perscmal  rights  and  interests,  while,  at  the  aame 
time,  they  guard  the  essential  interests  of  the  whole. 

JARED  CURTIS,  Chapbon. 
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Synopsis  of  the  Reports  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison^  for 

1844  and  1846. 

1844. — Directors'  Report. 

The  net  profits  of  the  institation  for  the  past  year,  as  will  be  seen  by  referenee  to 
tfie  Wuden's  report  hereanto  annexed,  has  oeen  $6,808  92. 

The  government  and  discipline  of  the  prison  have  been  strict,  firm,  consistent,  8y»> 
tematic,  and  hamane :  and  the  conduct  of  the  convicts  has  been  good,  with  bnt  few 
exceptions ;  while  the  financial  afiairs  of  the  prison  have  continoed  to  maintain  their 
distinguished  high  standing. 

From  the  following  statements,  the  income  or  profits,  after  defraying  every  expense 
for  the  support  and  management  of  the  convicts,  may  be  seen  for  each  year  since  the 
prison  has  o^n  in  operation;  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  $93,146  48, 
including  about  $1,000  in  tools,  etc.,  received  from  the  old  prison  in  Granby  at  the 
commencement  of  the  institution. 

Amount  of  tools  received  from  Newgate,  1827,  $1,070  32;  profit  fix>m  October  1. 
1827,  to  March  31, 1828, 1.017  16 :  profit  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 1829, 3.229  41 ; 
March  31,  1830,  5,068  94;  March  31,  1831,  7,824  02;  March  31,  1832,  8,713  53; 
Mai-ch  31,  1833,  1,206  90,  loss  from  April  1  to  June  6,  1833,  768  70  ;  balance,  438  12 ; 
iMarch  31,  1834,  4,758  87;  March  31,  1835,  5,268  83;  March  31,  1836,  6,505  49; 
March  31,  1837,  7,438  94;  March  31,  1838,  5,015  02;  March  31,  1839,  3,060  28; 
March  31,  1840,  4.511  19;  March  31,  1841.  8,282  90;  March  31,  1842,  8,065  29; 
March  31,  1843,  G,069  25  ;  March  31,  1844,  6,808  92 :    total,  $93,146  48. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen,  that  with  the  exception  of  the  year  when  the  pres- 
ent Warden  was  removed,  and  during  his  absence  from  the  prison,  the  annual  increase 
or  profits  of  the  institution  have  continued  to  be  mure  uniform  than  those  of  any  simi- 
lar establishment  in  the  country ;  while  the  discipline  has  continued  to  improve,  until 
it  is  "  universallv  admitted  that  the  Connecticut  State  Prison  is,"  so  far  as  relates  to 
discipline,  moral  and  religious  instruction,  cleanliness,  and  general  management,  truly 
deserving  to  be  '•  the  pattern  prison  of  the  Auburn  system.'^ 

The  discipliue  and  order  of  that  prison,  during  this  time,  are  also  represented  by  the 
Inspectors  in  their  report,  as  having  been  in  a  deplorably  bad  state.  This  &ct  but  con- 
firms us  in  our  former  opinion,  that  the  moral  and  pecuniary  improvement  and  success  . 
of  a  prison  depends  almost  entirely  upon  its  discipline,  and  the  principal  officer  ad- 
ministering the  same.  The  true  cause  of  the  embarrassment  in  the  Sing  Sing  Prison, 
is  obvious  to  every  one  in  any  manner  acouainted  with  the  subject  In  that  State,  the 
moment  either  of  the  political  parties  gam  the  ascendency,  and  with  it  possession  of 
the  power,  every  person,  fix)m  the  superintendent  to  the  gate-keeper,  is  forthwith  re- 
moved to  give  station  to  others,  who  are  inexperienced,  and  oftentimes  totally  unfit. 
It  requires  many  years'  experience  to  manage  a  prison  successfully,  and  but  few  men 
are  qualified  for  such  a  station  at  all.  The  warden  must  be  a  man  who  is  wholly 
penetrated  by  a  &ith  in  the  system  which  he  is  to  carry  out,  and  he  should  have  firm- 
ness and  courage  to  enforce  it. 

It  is  fully  beUeved  that  the  uniform  success  and  prosperity  of  the  Connecticut  Prison, 
for  so  long  a  series  of  years,  have  been  mainly  owing  to  tne  systematic  and  fmiform 
course  with  which  the  institution  has  been  conducted  by  the  Warden,  and  to  his  suc- 
cessful exertions  in  keeping  its  management  entirely  aloof  and  independent  of  all  local 
or  party  influences  of  the  vicini^  where  it  is  located,  as  well  as  to  the  fact,  that  while 
the  friends  of  the  two  political  parties  for  the  last  ten  years  have  had  the  direction  and 
supervision  of  the  establishment  for  about  an  equal  length  of  time,  no  change  or  altera- 
tions have  been  made  in  its  policy  or  government. 

The  unusual  efforts  to  instruct  the  younger  portion  of  the  convicts,  which  were  no- 
ticed in  the  Directors'  report  last  year,  have  been  continued  during  the  year  now 
brought  to  a  close.  In  addition  to  the  regular  daily  morning  and  evenmg  services,  and 
preaching  on  the  Sabbath,  the  Warden,  Chaplain,  and  Clerk,  devote  a  part  of  the  day 
to  teaching  several  classes,  who  are  assembled  in  the  chapel  for  that  purpose. 

The  female  convicts  are  all  employed  in  their  particular  department  in  cookings 
washing,  making  and  mending  clotnes  for  the  prisoners,  and  in  the  skeining  of  sewing 
silk  ana  manufacture  of  palm-leaf  hats.  We  are  confident  that  the  female  department 
of  no  other  prison  in  the  Union  can  compare  with  the  order,  discipline,  nud  strict  at- 
tention which  are  exhibited  by  the  inmates  of  this,  whUe  at  laixv  under  the  care  of  ifad 
natitni. 
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in  aome  of  the  counties,  the  present  conditioB  of  the  jails  is  soeh  as  to  be  oC  ,  . 
md  abiding  interest  to  the  whole  commanity.    Good  county  jails  are  as  nacesaarf  __ 
canr  into  effect  a  proper  system  of  discipline  for  the  safety  of  persons  and  property « 
tana  for  the  reformation  of  the  offenders,  as  the  State  institution  itself;  and  the  Direct- 
ors trust  that  the  time  will  soon  come  when  the  representatives  of  the  people  will 
take  hold  of  this  subject  in  earnest,  and  relax  none  of^  their  efforts  until  the  unsafe  anoi 
dilapidated  eoop§  which  still  disgrace  some  of  our  counties  are  demolished,  and  new 
ones  upon  the  Prison  Discipline  plan  substituted  in  their  place.    The  impcyrtaBce  oT 
well-regulated  jails,  we  fear,  is  not  sufficiently  appreciated  thron^hout  the  ooantry ; 
as  it  is  well  known  that  the  State  institutions  generally  are  in  decidedly  better  etmai» 
tk>n  than  the  common  jails.     This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  we  firmly  beliere  there  is  ai 
much  injury  resulting  to  the  morals  of  the  prisoners  fix>m  confinement  in  the  ooon^ 
prisons  upon  the  old  system,  as  there  are  benefits  arising  from  the  new  system  in  our 
penitentiaries. 

There  are  a  class  of  prisoners  who  are  not  depraved,  who  possibly  may  have  acted 
in  a  state  of  excitement  Such  persona  can  be  improved  by  strict  nnpnsoament,— « 
proper  religious  influence,  and  by  confinement  in  separate  cells,  where  they  are  not 
Drought  into  infectious  contact  with  corrupting  companions,  and  can  have  an  opporto* 
nity  tor  self*contemplation  and  repentance.  The  improvement  effected  in  the  countias 
ot  Hartford,  New  Haven,  New  London  and  Windham,  where  the  attempt  has  been 
made,  is  of  a  similar  character  with  that  accomplished  by  removing  the  State  mitoit 
ers  from  the  copper  mines  in  Simsbunr.  Under  the  new  system  there  is  less  aaxiger 
of  escapes— the  health  and  morals  of'^  the  prisoners  sue  improved,  as  well  as  the  ex* 
pense  of  the  counties,  for  their  confinement,  almost,  if  not  entirely  removed. 

RICHARD  NILES,  J 

JOHN  COTTON  SMITH,  Jr.,  >  Direefora. 
EDWIN  STEARNS,  ^ 

1844. — Warden's  Report. 

Employment. — The  192  convicts  in  confinement,  March  31|  1844,  were  employed  as 
follows,  namely : — 

Under  Contract, — Making  rules,  15  ;  making  chairs,  25 ;  varnishing  and  fiwi^li^g 
chairs,  10;  making  table  cutlery,  50 ;  dioemakers,  25  :  total,  125. 

On  account  of  the  State. — Making  chair  seat  frames,  4 ;  making  chair  seats,  17 ; 
knotting,  splittmg,  and  shaving  cane,  10 ;  mendmg  clothes  for  prisoners'  use,  1 1 
making  shoes  for  prisoners,  1 ;  barber,  1 ;  hall  waiters,  2  ;  out-door  lumpers,  4 ;  inva* 
lids,  3 ;  hospital  nurse,  1 ;  in  hospital,  2 ;  insane,  1 ;  females,  making  pahn  leaf  hats,  9| 
females,  making  and  mending  prisoners'  clothes,  2 ;  cooking,  washmg,  etc.,  7 ;  skein- 
ing silk,  1 ;  hospital  nurse,  1 :  total,  192. 

AMOS  PILSBURY,  Warden. 

1844. — Physician's  Report. 

As  the  convicts  are,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  from  that  class  in  the  community 
who  are  dissolute,  intemperate,  and  consequently  irregular  in  their  habits,  many  of  them 
are  conunitted  to  prison  with  impaired  constitutions,  and  predisposition  to  diseases  of 
the  vitiu  organs.  This  class  is  lareer  in  the  Connecticut  State  Prison  in  proportioo  to 
the  whole  number  than  in  many  of  the  other  State  prisons,  from  the  feet  that  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  large  cities  in  the  neighboring  States,  they  are  sentenced  to  the  hoosee 
of  correction. 

The  epidemic  influenza,  which  prevailed  extensively  in  this  part  of  the  country  m 
July,  affected  the  convicts  severely ;  and  with  the  diseases  of  the  summer  and  autonm 
months,  constituted  the  principal  amount  of  sickness  of  a  general  character. 

Twelve  convicts  have  died  aurinff  the  year.  The  first  died  June  12,  of  consumptioiii 
The  second  died  June  15,  of  scrofulous  enlargement  of  the  heart,  preceded  by  mifailisi 
and  followed  by  dropsy.  The  third  died  June  20,  with  dropsy  of  the  heart,  with  acrol^ 
ula,  and  adhesion  of  all  the  abdominal  viscera,  from  previous  disease.  The  fourth  died 
July  14,  with  scrofulous  ulceration  of  the  lungs,  and  au  abscess  near  the  spine,  comma* 
mcatinff  with  the  caviw  of  the  chest.  The  fifth  died  Julv  17  th,  of  consumption.  Tba 
■ixth  died  July  27,  of  consumption.  The  seventh  died  August  21,  of  consompdan. 
The  eighth  died  October  9,  with  fever,  complicated  with  disease  of  the  bowels.  The 
ninth  ^ed  October  30,  of  consnmptian,  preceded  by  protracted  dyspepsia.  The 
tittth  died  January  ll,  of  consumption;  his  constitution  having  been  previoasij.iBB* 
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pnred  hj  typhflitie  dkmn     The  elevoith  died  ICerch  11,  of  fajdretlioimit  U* 
tatHA  bevmg  been  pfevioualj  broken  down  bj  intemperance.     The  tweVtti  died 
March  23,  ofeoniumptkm. 

Of  the  &tal  oaaes,  ekht  were  from  the  colored  oonviotB,  who  compote  bnt  a  little 
aaoro  than  a  quarter  of  the  whole  number.  It  also  appeara  from  the  recorda  of  the 
nriaon  that,  since  the  commencement  of  the  institution  in  1828,  half  of  the  deaths  have 
neen  among  the  blacks,  amounting  to  5.40  per  cent,  while  the  mortality  among  the 
whites  has  been  but  about  1.07  per  cent.  In  respect  to  each  class,  the  employment 
and  discipline  is  precisely  the  same.  The  &ct  that  the  colored  population  possess  less 
Titality  than  the  white,  and  that  they  are  more  Hable  to  death  from  similar  causes,  has 
attracted  the  attention  of  many  who  have  examined  the  subject  withm  the  last  two 
jears ;  and  this  is  more  particularly  true  of  those  who  are  confined  in  prison,  as  they 
are  more  liable  to  be  affected  with  diseases  of  the  vital  organs. 

A  writer*  who  has  bestowed  much  attention  upon  this  subject,  says,  that  *'  the  sta- 
tistics of  our  northern  cities  show  that  the  proportion  of  deaths  among  the  blacka 
eompared  with  the  whites  is  nearly  three  to  one."  As  there  have  been  during  the 
last  year,  and  in  1842,  a  larger  number  of  convicts  with  impaired  constitutionB,  and 
predisposition  to  disease  of  the  lungs,  the  number  of  deaths  has  been  larger  than  in  pre- 
vious years ;  and  although  larger  than  in  some  prisons,  it  is  also  smaller  than  in  others. 
In  several  uf  the  States,  the  Governor  has  the  power  of  pardoning  convicts,  which  he 
can  exercise  at  any  time  during  the  year  when  it  may  appear  to  be  necessary  or  proper. 

All  the  convicts  in  this  prison  to  whom  pardons  were  granted  in  1843,  possessed  ffood 
health,  while  three  of  those  whose  petitions  were  rejected  were  very  mfirm,  ana  are 
DOW  dead ;  and  in  one  of  these  cases  at  least,  the  great  object  of  confinement  and  pun- 
ishment was  secured,  as  evinced  by  an  apparent  and  tfaomugh  reformation. 

The  subject  appears  to  me  to  be  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  for  granting  pardons  to  such  convicts  as  are  affected 
with  disease  which  must  necessarily  prove  fatal,  (especially  where  they  can  be  pro- 
vided for  by  their  friends,^  at  other  times  than  during  its  brief  session. 

The  fact  that  in  several  States  pardons  are  granted  on  account  of  sickness,  prevents 
arriving  at  any  definite  conclusions  with  respect  to  the  comparative  mortauty.  In 
Maryland  Penitentiary,  among  287  convicts,  twenty-one  died,  and  twelve  were  par- 
doned, but  whether  from  sickness  or  other  causes,  we  are  not  informed ;  nor  can  we 
compare  the  mortality  among  white  and  black  convicts  in  that  State,  as  negroes  on  a 
second  conviction  of  telonies  are  sold  out  of  the  State.  In  Auburn  prison  there  were 
eleven  deaths  in  1843,  and  twelve  were  pardoned,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  Phyai- 
cian^s  report,  '*  to  save  life."  The  whole  number  of  pardons  was  thirty-eight ;  and 
within  the  last  ten  years,  three  himdred  and  ninety-eight  have  been  pardoned.  If  an 
equal  proportion  in  each  year  were  pardoned  in  consequence  of  sickness,  the  whole 
number  discharged  from  that  cause  will  exceed  one  hundred. 

ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  Fhyiksian. 


1844. — Chaplain's  Report. 

We  have  formed  three  classes  which  are  assembled  every  Sabbath  for  intellectual 
and  religious  training.  Two  of  these  classes  are  males  from  the  juvenile  department, 
the  other  includes  all  the  females.  The  latter  have  made  as  great  improvement,  espe- 
cially in  reading  and  spelling,  considering  their  opportunities,  as  could  possibly  have 
been  expected. 

They  can  all  read  quite  well,  with  the  exception  of  two  who  have  recently  come 
here,  and  appreciate  the  effort  which  is  being  made  for  their  mental  and  moral  elevatioa. 
The  male  classes  have  made  commendable  improvement  in  reading,  spelling,  and  in  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  A  number  of  these  are  m  the  mdimenti 
of  the  English  language.  Some  of  them  are  very  desirous  to  learn  to  read,  but  appear 
to  be  destimte  of  that  kind  of  mental  perception  or  power  of  comprehension  by  which 
^e  mind  grasps  and  retains  ideas. 

Of  the  170  male  convicts  here,  73  claim  to  have  possessed  good  eaily  habits.  97 
confess  their  early  habits  to  have  been  bad.  93  claim  to  have  had  pious  parents,  mosthr 
mothers.  65  admit  that  they  were  unmindful  of  the  admonitions  and  counsels  or 
their  parents.  43  claim  to  have  attended  Sabbath  school  as  scholars,  125  confess  that 
^y  were  almost  daily  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks.  99  of  these  admit  that  thej 
were  accustomed  to  habitual  drunkenness.    40  of  the  170  have  been  engaged  in  selUi§ 
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nun,  and  22  in  mannfiictaring  it.  65  state  that  they  were  under  die  inflaenoe  of  i» 
tozicating  liquor  when  they  committed  the  crimes  for  which  they  are  now  impriaoned* 
157  acknowledge  that  they  have  practiced  in  different  degrees  the  grosaeat  licentioaa* 
neaa.  30  state  ttiat  their  most  besetting  sin  was  licentiousness.  53  to  be  that  of  drunk- 
enness. 32  to  be  that  of  theft.  157  profess  to  believe  in  the  Divine  authenticitr  of 
the  Bible,  and  in  the  Christian  religion;  and  the  same  number  have  avovrad  tneir 
determination  to  reform  their  lives. 

The  civil  and  social  condition  of  the  convicts  may  be  inferred  by  the  following 
statistics: — 

76  of  the  170  males  have  been  married ;  24  of  this  number  have  oomfeasedly  been 
guilty  of  criminal  un&ithfhlness  to  their  wives. 

The  above  76  have  186  children  who  survive  to  suffer  the  reproach  of  parental 
degradation. 

34  claim  to  have  learned  a  trade  by  serving  a  reguhur  apprenticeahip.      65  hare  fid- 
lowed  the  seas.     There  has  been  a  small  dimmution  of  this  class  during  the  year. 

38  could  not  read  at  all  when  they  came  here.      Most  of  those  who  have  been  baro 
any  length  of  time  have  learned  to  read,  some  of  them  quite  fluently. 

NATHANIEL  KELLOGG,  Chaplam. 


1840. — Directors'  Report. 

This  institution,  during  the  past  year,  has  fully  sustained  the  high  expectatioiia 
of  those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  look  upon  it  as  a  model  prison.  The  diacipUoe 
ia  in  the  highest  state  of  perfection ;  order  and  system  pervade  every  department ; 
and  a  ready  and  cheerful  obedience  is  yielded  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  estab- 
lishment. 

The  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement  on  the  31st  of  March,  1846,  was  173;  of 
which  number  12  were  females.  The  number  received  during  the  year  viraa  36 ;  dis- 
charged by  the  (General  Assembly,  6 ;  and  6  have  died 

The  profits  of  the  institution  for  the  past  year  have  amounted  to  the  sum  of  f7,029  90. 

We  were  directed  by  the  last  General  Assembly,  to  examine  the  bank  account  of 
the  late  and  present  Wardens.  This  duty  has  been  discharged.  We  found  that  the 
account  of  the  late  Warden  had  been  kept  in  his  individual  name,  and  so  blended  with 
the  prison  account,  that  it  was  very  difficult,  and  in  some  instances  impossible,  to  sep> 
arate  them,  and  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  result.  There  appears,  however,  to  be  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  interest  due  the  State,  which  has  not  been  credited  upon  the  prison 
books.  For  example,  for  the  year  ending  3l8t  of  March,  1837,  the  amount  of  paper 
discounted  at  the  Phoenix  Bank  for  the  late  Warden,  was  $16,096  40;  on  which  was 
paid  the  bank  for  discount,  230  70.  To  illustrate :  A  contractor  owes  the  State  496  83 ; 
and  as  an.  accommodation,  his  note,  made  payable  in  four  months,  is  received,  and  the 
interest  added  thus :  amount  duo  from  contractor,  49G  83 ;  interest  four  months  and 
three  days,  10  18,— 1507  01^. 

Instead  of  crediting  the  full  note,  principal,  and  interest  upon  the  prison  books,  we 
find  only  a  credit  of  the  principal,  namely,  $496  83.  If  the  note  had  been  permitted 
to  remam  in  the  possession  of  the  Warden  for  sixty  or  ninety  days,  or  even  to  matu- 
rity, the  interest  thus  gained  ought  to  be  credited  on  the  prison  books.  The  mode 
described  of  keeping  accounts  was  not  satisfactory  to  us,  and  doubtless  was  not  con- 
templated by  the  General  Assembly.  The  practice  alluded  to  has  not  been  pursued 
by  tne  present  Warden,  the  State  having  been  fully  credited  for  all  interest  received 
by  him. 

We  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  late  Warden's  deposit  account,  and  found  a 
very  considerable  disagreement  in  this  respect,  between  the  books  of  the  prison  and 
those  of  the  bank.  We  give  the  following  statement  of  the  results  of  our  exuminatioa 
of  tl^e  accounts  for  a  single  year,  namely,  that  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1836, 
as  a  specimen  of  other  periods:  April  1st,  1836,  cash  on  hand  as  appears  by  the  prison 
books,  $5,683  33 ;  amount  on  deposit,  as  appears  i>y  the  books  of^  the  bank,  3,587  68; 
deficient  on  deposit,  2,095  65.  July  Ist,  cash  on  hand  as  appears  by  the  prison  books, 
2,360  06 ;  amount  on  deposit  in  bank.  1,514  03 ;  deficient  on  deposit,  846  03.  Octo- 
ber 1st,  cash  on  hand  as  appears  by  the  prison  books,  2.961  78  ;  amount  on  deposit  in 
bank,  597  99;  deficient  on  deposit,  2,363  79.  January  Ist,  1837,  cash  on  hand  as  ap- 
pears b>;  the  prison  books,  4,768  69 ;  amount  on  deposit  in  bank,  977  95  ;  deficient 
on  deposit,  3,790  74.  April  1st,  cash  on  hand  as  appears  by  the  prison  books,  8,096  83  ^ 
amount  on  depodt  in  bank,  4,229  87 ;  deficient  on  deposit,  3,866  36. 
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The  reaton  of  this  difpuity  the  Directow  do  not  pretend  to  aocoont  for.  In  tfaig 
year,  1836,  although  the  net  earnings  of  the  prison,  were  reported  as  amounting  to 
07,438  94,  there  appears  to  have  been  no  payment  of  any  portion  of  this  snm  into  the 
treasury  of  the  State,  a  mode  of  proceeding  which  the  present  board  of  Directors  do 
not  think  it  proper  to  parsue,  as  it  might  give  a  wrong  impression  in  regard  to  the  aa- 
nnal  profits  of  the  institation. 

SELAH  STRONG,^ 

PHILO  HURU       SDhvctors. 

EZRA  STRONG,    J 

1846. — Warden's  Report. 

On  entering  apon  my  duties  of  Warden,  I  resolyed  to  govern  those  committed  to 
my  charge  by  the  law  of  kindness  and  humanity,  so  far  as  it  should  be  in  my  power ; 
beUeving  that  many  would  duly  appreciate  kina  treatment,  and  quietly  subimt  to  the 
rules  established  for  the  government  of  the  prison. 

It  is  evident  to  every  one  acquainted  with  the  general  character  of  those  committed 
to  prison,  that  without  order  and  strict  discipline,  no  institution  of  this  kind  could 
prosper ;  there  must  be  full  submission  to  the  rules  established.  Kind  treatment  and* 
affectionate  appeals  in  some  cases  fail  to  subdue  the  stubborn  will,  though  in  most  in- 
stances they  have  the  desired  effect.  But  when  those  fail,  coercion  becomes  necessary, 
and  punishment,  properly  inflicted  only  when  the  offender  is  conscious  of  guilt,  creates 
no  feeling  of  revenge  in  the  breast  of  the  chastised. 

In  the  management  of  a  prison,  much  depends  on  the  character  and  conduct  of  sub- 
ordinate officers.  No  man  could  succeed  well,  depending  on  indiscreet  and  unfiuthful 
men  to  watch  over  the  convicts.  Criminals  are  not  usually  destitute  of  discernment, 
and  they  readily  take  advantage  of  undue  severity,  or  stupid  indifference,  manifested 
by  those  placed  over  them. 

If  good  counsel  was  always  given,  and  the  general  deportment  of  those  having  charge 
of  convicts  what  it  should  be,  much  might  be  done  tnat  would  elevate,  rather  tj^an 
depress,  the  moral  sensibilities  of  that  class  of  onr  unfortunate  fellow-men. 

Income. — Carpenter's  shop,  $2,809  13 ;  chair  seating  shop,  3,369  48  ;  smith  shop, 
2,832  35  ;  cutlery  shop,  2,412  59  ;  shoe  shop,  2,555  89;  cabinet  shop,  2,713  21;  var- 
nishing shop.  936  11 ;  female  department,  39  97 ;  cash  from  visitors,  573  02 ;  balance 
tif  interest.  551  80 :  total,  $18,793  55. 

Expenditures. — Expense  account,  5,689  16 ;  provision,  4,522  42  ;  clothing  and  bed- 
ding, 648  32;  repairs  and  improvements,  133  33;  hospital  account,  315  01;  trans- 
portation of  convicts,  160  46;  discharged  convicts,  295  95  ;  balance  gained  to  instita- 
tion the  past  year,  7,029  90'.  total,  $18,793  55. 

The  whole  number  in  confinement,  March  31,  1845,  197 ;  sinto  received,  36 ;  to- 
tal, 233.  Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  48 ;  by  pardon,  6  ;  died,  6 :  total,  60. 
Leaving  in  confinement  March  31,  1846,  173.  White  males,  118;  colored  males,  43; 
white  females,  6  ;  colored  females,  6. 

Employment. — Under  Contract. — Making  chairs,  34 ;  cutlery,  42;  shoes,  23;  rules, 
15:  total,  114. 

On  account  of  the  State. — Making  chair  seats,  39 ;  hall  waiters  and  out-door  lump- 
ers, 6  ;  hospital  nurse,  1 ;  insane,  1 ;  females  employed  at  washmg,  cooking,  making 
and  mending  prisoners'  clothes,  etc.,  12 :  total,  59. 

Places  of  Nativity.-^onnec^cu.tf  112;  New  York,  14;  Massachusetts,  14;  Rhode 
Island,  3 ;  New  Jersey,  3 ;  Delaware,  1 :  Maine,  1 ;  New  Hampshire,  I ;  Ohio,  1 ; 
Pennsylvania,  1;  Ireland,  11;  England,  4;  Canada,  1;  Grermany,  1;  France,  1;  Isle 
of  Madeira,  1 ;  South  America,  1 ;  West  Indies,  1 ;  Scotland,  I :  total,  173. 

Where  Convicted. — New  Haven,  29 ;  New  London,  25 ;  Fairfield,  35;  Hartford,  21; 
Litchfield  34 ;  Middlesex,  13 ;  Windham,  8  ;  Tolland,  8 :  total,  173. 

Crimes. — Burglary,  46  ;  theft,  25 ;  horse  stealing,  18  ;  arson,  11 ;  attempt  to  kill,  12; 
attempt  at  rape,  10;  rape,  7;  manslaughter,  9;  forgery,  4;  passing  counterfeit  m&> 
ney.  2;  adultery,  10;  robbery,  3;  murder,  5;  attempt  to  murder,  9 ;  decoying  child,  1 ; 
insanity,  1 :  total,  173. 

Term  of  Sentences. — Life,  19 ;  15  years  and  $100  fine,  7  ;  10  years  and  500  fine,  1 ; 
10  years  and  100  fine,  1 ;  10  years  and  50  fine,  2 ;  4  years  and  50  fine,  1 ;  2  years  and 
100  fine,  1 ;  3  years  and  100  fine,  1 ;  3  years  and  50  fine,  2 ;  22  years,  1 ;  20  years,  2| 
16  years,  5 ;  14  years,  2 ;  12  years,  2 ;  10  years,  3 ;  9  years,  7 ;  8  years,  8 ;  7  years,  9; 
€years,8;  5  years,  11;  4  years, 20;  3years,27;  2 years  and 6 months,^;  2yean,28s 
total,  173. 
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CommitmenU  and  Crinui  tinee  1827. — 1838 :  burfflaiy,  12 ;  theft  I ;  hone  stttUIng 
3 ;  attempt  to  kill,  1 ;  attempt  at  rape,  1 ;  breakins  jau,  2 ;  anon,  1 ;  attempt  to  maidar, 
1;  maoslaaghter,  1;  forgery,  3;  paasing  ooonterfeit  money,  4;  attempt  to  poittm,  1; 
incest,  1 ;  bigamy,  1 ;  high  crimes,  etc.,  1 :  total,  34.  1829  :  burglary,  22  ;  theft,  1  ; 
horse  steab'ng,  1 1 ;  attempt  to  kill,  4 ;  attempt  at  rape,  5 ;  breakius  Jul,  3 ;  araoD,  3  ; 
abase  of  female  child,  1 ;  attempt  to  murder,  2;  manslaughter,  1 ;  forgery,  1;  pawing 
counterfeit  money,  3 ;  adultery,  5  ;  robbery,  2  ;  bigamy,  1 ;  high  crimes,  etc.,  1 :  to- 
tal, 66.  1830 :  burglary,  38 ;  theft,  2 ;  horse  stealing,  6  ;  attempt  to  kill,  4 ;  attempt 
at  rape,  1 ;  breaking  jait  1 ;  arson,  4 ;  abuse  of  female  child,  1 ;  manslaughter,  1 ;  fur> 
gory»  2 ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  4 ;  adultery,  7  ;  robbery ,2 :  total,  73.  1831 :  bur- 
glary, 17 ;  theft,  2  ;  horse  stealing,  5 ;  attempt  to  kill,  8 ;  attempt  at  rape,  3 ;  rape,  1 ; 
arson,  2 ;  abuse  of  female  child,  1 ;  manslaughter,  1 ;  forgery,  6  ;  passius  counterfeit 
money,  4 ;  adultery,  4 ;  robbery,  1 :  total,  55.  1832  :  burglary,  18 ;  theft  10 ;  horM 
•tealing,  6 ;  attempt  to  kill,  18 ;  breaking  jail,  1 ;  forgery,  5 ;  passmg  counterfeit 
money,  3;  adultery,  3;  perjury,  1:  total,  65.  1833 :  burglary,  21 ;  then,  12 ;  horae 
stealing,  3 ;  attempt  to  kill,  4 ;  attempt  at  rape,  1 ;  arson,  1 ;  forgery,  2  ;  passing  ooon- 
terfeit money,  1 ;  adultery,  6 ;  bigamy,  1 :  total,  52.  1834 :  burglary,  25 ;  theft,  7  ; 
horse  steahng  6 ;  attempt  to  kill,  1 ;  attempt  at  rape,  3 ;  breaking  jail,  1 ;  arson,  1 ; 
manslaughter,  1 ;  forgery,  1 ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  3 ;  adultery,  3 ;  murder,  1 ; 
incest,  1 :  total, -54.  1835 :  burglary,  33 ;  theft,  11 ;  horso  stealing,  9 ;  attempt  to  kill, 
1 ;  breaking  jail,  2 ;  arson,  2 ;  attempt  to  murder,  3 ;  manslaughter,  2 ;  passmg  coun- 
terfeit money,  2 ;  adultery,  8  ;  murder,  1 ;  bestiality,  1 :  total,  75.  1836 :  burglary,  32 ; 
theft,  9 ;  horse  stealing.  7  ;  attempt  to  kill,  2 ;  attempt  at  rape,  3 ;  breaking  Jail,  1 ;  ar- 
son, 1 ;  attempt  to  murder,  1 ;  manslaughter,  1 ;  forgery,  2 ;  passing  counterfeit  money, 
3;  adultery,  3;  perjury,  1 ;  bigamy,  1 :  total,  66.  1837  :  burglary,  22  ;  theft,  13; 
horse  stealing,  5 ;  attempt  to  kill,  2 ;  attempt  at  rape,  4 ;  arson,  2 ;  abuse  of  female 
child,  1 ;  manslaughter.  2 ;  forgery,  1 ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  1 ;  adultery,  3 :  in- 
sanity, 1 :  total,  57.  1838 :  burglary,  17  ;  theft,  12  ;  horse  stealing,  7 ;  attempt  to  kill, 
S ;  attempt  at  rape,  2 ;  breaking  jail,  2 ;  arson,  2 ;  abuse  of  female  child,  1 ;  foraery,  2 ; 
passing  counterfeit  money.  2  ;  adultery,  4 ;  murder,  1 ;  peijury,  1 ;  exposing  caild,  1 : 
total,  56.  1839 :  burglary,  27  ;  theft,  9 ;  horse  stealing,  3 ;  attempt  to  kill,  2 ;  arson, 
4 ;  forgery  1 ;  passins  counterfeit  money,  1 ;  adultery,  6 ;  robbery,  1 ;  mayhem,  1 :  to* 
tid,  50.  1840 :  burglary,  21 ;  theft,  11 ;  horse  stealing,  6 ;  attempt  to  kill,  I ;  rape,  1 ; 
breaking  jail,  2 ;  arson,  3 ;  forgery,  4  ;  adultery,  2 ;  robbery,  2 ;  perjury,  1 :  total,  54. 
1841 :  burglary,  27 ;  theft,  12  ;  horse  stealing,  3  ;  attempt  at  rape,  5 ;  rape,  4 ;  break- 
ing jail,  2 ;  arson,  3 ;  attempt  to  murder,  2 ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  1 ;  adultery, 
12;  robbery,  2;  bigamy,  1:  total,  74.  1842:  bnrgmry,  18;  theft,  15;  horsestealing. 
5 ;  attempt  to  kill,  1 ;  attempt  at  rape,  3 ;  rape,  1 ;  arson,  1 ;  attempt  lo  murder,  1 ; 
forgery,  2 ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  1 ;  adultery.  2  ;  muider,  1 ;  robbery,  1 ;  ezpo»- 
ing  child,  1 ;  mayhem,  1 ;  bigamy,  1 ;  enticing  and  decoying  away  child,  2 :  total,  57. 
1843 :  burglary,  18 ;  theft,  6 ;  horse  stealing,  5 ;  attempt  to  kill,  2 ;  attempt  at  rape,  1 ; 
rape,  1 ;  breaking  jail,  2  ;  arson,  4 ;  attempt  to  murder,  2 ;  manslaughter,  3  ;  forgery, 
1 ;  adultery,  5  ;  murder,  1 ;  bigamy,  1 ;  assault  and  battery,  2  :  total,  54.  1844 :  bur- 
glary, 21 ;  theft,  12 ;  horse  stealinff,  1 ;  attempt  at  rape,  2  ;  rape,  1 ;  arson,  1 ;  attempt 
to  murder,  1 ;  manslaughter,  4  ;  forgery,  2  ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  1 ;  adultery, 
3;  murder,  1 :  total,  50.  1845 :  burglary,  18  ;  theft,  12  ;  horse  steahng.  8;  attempt  to 
km,  5  ;  attempt  at  rape,  3 ;  arson,  2 ;  attempt  to  mmder,  1 ;  adultery,  5 ;  robbery,  1 : 
total,  57.  1846  :  burglary,  10 ;  theft,  6  ;  horse  steahng,  8 ;  attempt  to  kill,  3  ;  rape, 
2 ;  anon,  2 ;  manslaughter,  2 ;  forgery,  1 ;  adultery,  2 :  total,  36. 

ELISHA  JOHNSON,  Wardoi. 


1846. — Physicians*  Reports. 

The  diseases  of  the  convicts  from  the  31st  of  March  to  the  10th  of  August  were  simi- 
lar to  those  with  which  they  have  been  afflicted  in  former  seasons--although  derange- 
ment of  the  digestive  organs  was,  perhaps,  less  severe,  and  of  more  rare  occurrence  in 
the  early  part  of  the  summer.  I  attribute  this  favorable  condition,  in  part,  to  the  fol- 
lowing change,  which  I  recommended  early  in  June,  when  the  weather  had  become 
onusnally  warm.  ^'  that  the  convicts  be  allowed  to  remain  in  their  cells  half  an  hoar 
longer  than  the  usual  time  at  noon,  and  at  their  labor  half  an  hour  later  at  night; 
that  rice  should  be  substimted  for  potatoes  for  a  part  of  the  rations,  and  that  warn 
bathing  ba  frequently  employed."  By  this  arrangement  with  reference  to  Isbor,  te 
prisonen  had  an  opportanity  of  restins  longer  in  the  most  oncomfortabte  part  of  tfaa 
oay,  without  any  encroachment  upon  the  time  stipulated  in  the  several  contracts 
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On  the  10th  day  of  Angnst  tfaero  were  bat  two  oovuriots  in  §ach  a  eonditkm  as  to  re- 
.  t|tiire  the  ate  of  medicine.    Ooe  of  them  was  convalescing,  and  the  o&er  had  recent^ 
been  affected  with  symptoms  indicating  incipient  disease  of  the  lunn. 

There  were,  daring  the  above-mentioaed  time,  two  deaths  by  disease,  and  one  by 
soicide.  The  secona  death  was  on  the  18th  of  Jane,  by  saicide.  The  third' death  waa 
on  the  9th  of  August.  The  constitntion  of  this  prisoner  had  been  broken  down  by  long- 
continued  habits  of  intemperance.  He  had  extensive  chronic  ulcers  apon  his  lower 
extremities,  and  dated  in  epileptic  convulsions. 

The  first  death  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  statement  was  hastened  by  disease  of  the 
lungs,  which  has  caused  the  greatest  proportion  of  deaths  during  several  of  the  last 
years ;  and  it  is  my  duty  to  suggest  to  you,  what  I  have  frequently  done  to  your  prede- 
cessors in  office,  and  also  to  the  late  and  present  Wardens,  that  some  efficient  method 
•bould  be  adopted,  if  possible,  to  have  a  more  perfect  ventilation  in  the  hall  and  about 
tile  cells ;  the  wanf  of  which  is  a  fruitful  source  of  disease  of  the  lungs  in  all  those  oases 
where  there  exists  a  predisposition.  In  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  I  will  here  insert 
a  note  which  I  received  from  George  Sumner,  M.D.,  dated  June  9tb,  1845. 

ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  Physician. 

"  Hartford,  June  9, 1845. 

"  Since  visiting  a  patient  with  you  at  the  State's  Prison,  laboring  under  severe  pulmo- 
nary affection,  and  witnessing  the  imperfect  ventilation  of  the  establishment,  I  feel  it  to 
be  a  part  of  your  duty,  and  perhaps  it  is  mine  also,  to  remonstrate  against  the  evil  r^ 
ferred  to.  It  was  never  contemplated  by  our  Legislature,  or  by  our  courts,  that  pris- 
oners should  by  confinement  lose  their  lives ;  and  yet  many  are  sent  to  the  prison  with 
lungs  more  or  less  diseased.  These  persons,  under  favorable  circumstances,  might  live 
many  years ;  but  in  the  impure  air  of  the  establishment  at  Weathersfield  their  disease 
is  aggravated,  and  the  prospect  of  their  recovery  is  at  once  dissipated.  They  die  of 
consumption.  Now,  my  dear  sir,  humanity  requires  that  something  should  be  done  to 
mitigate  the  evil  of  which  I  complain.  The  foul  air  of  the  cells  might  in  some  degree 
be  renovated  by  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  in  one  part  of  the  hall,  which  might  serve 
to  carry  off  the  noxious  exhalations  which  at  present  surround  the  cells.  Something 
ehould  be  done  to  remove  this  prolific  source  of  disease :  but  the  manner  of  accom- 
plishing this  important  object  I  leave  to  the  consideration  of  those  whose  business  calb 
them  to  the  insdmtion. 

"  Excuse  these  suggestions,  written  in  some  haste,  and  entirely  from  a  sense  of  duty, 
by  your  friend, 

"GEORGE  SUMNER." 


The  Physician  of  this  institution  respectfully  reports :  That  during  the  period  he  has 
liad  charge  of  lAke  medical  aepartment  of  the  prison,  aeule  diseases  nave  not  prevailed 
to  any  extent,  but  those  of  a  chronic  character  have  existed  in  several  forms  and  gradeSk 
The  particular  tendency  to  this  form  of  disease  is  owing  to  various  causes.  Many  of 
the  convicts  come  to  the  prison,  not  only  with  impaired  health,  but  with  enfeebled 
constitutions,  resulting  from  former  habits  of  irregularity,  intemperance,  and  licentiona- 
ness.  In  addition  to  this,  there  are  causes  necessarily  existing  in  all  penitentiaries 
which  predispose  to  chronic  complaints;  and  when  diseases  of  this  kmd  are  onoe 
formed,  the  same  causes  contribute  to  protract  or  hinder  their  cure. 

From  the  Ktth  of  August  to  the  present  time,  there  were  at  the  prison  thrse  deatiis, 
all  males,  one  of  whom  was  colorcKi.  The  first  occurred  on  the  26th  of  January,  afW 
a  protracted  illness  of  eighteen  months,  of  a  dyspeptic  character,  together  with  general 
derangement  of  the  whole  system,  finaJly  terminating  in  marked  symptoms  of  dffusion 
into  the  cavity  of  the  chest.  The  secona  on  the  2nd  of  February,  from  phthisis,  accom- 
panied with  obstinate  diarrhoea.     The  third  on  the  11th  of  March,  also  trom  phthisis. 

ASHBEL  ROBERTSON,  Physician. 

1846. — Chaplain's  Report. 

The  Sabbath  school,  which  consists  of  three  classes  of  males  and  one  of  females,  who 
recite  separately  and  at  different  times,  has  been  continued  under  ftrorable  aaspice% 
«nd  is  characterized  by  a  good  degree  of  attention  and  improvement.  The  Warden 
«nd  clerk  have  enlisted  as  teaichers,  and  have  cheerfully  contribated  their  time^  sod 
labor  in  the  benevolent  office  of  instracting  the  convicts  in  the  principles  of  — ^'— 
vndmorali^. 
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It  18  to  be  remembered  that  to  a  ^reat  extent  these  primiers  are  iUiterata ;  that  fbe^ 
are  in  general  anxious  to  learn,  and  hence  no  effort  should  be  spared  to  raise  them  fron 
their  degraded  and  almost  hopeless  condition.    They  are  grateful  fur  kind  treatment, 
and  for  the  efforts  made  to  improve  and  restore  them;   and  ofVen  seem  to  mani- 
lisst  great  anxiety  that  these   efforts  should  be  successful  in  their  individual  cases. 
Like  others,  they  are  affected  by  kindness  and  attention,  and  are  wounded  by  treaV 
ment  which  is  unnecessarily  harsh  and  severe.     I  do  not  hesitate  to  Express  my  strone 
conviction,  founded  on  careful  observation,  that  it  is  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  soci- 
ety, against  future  depredations,  that  the  convicts  should,  while  in  prison,  submit  to  an 
exact  discipline,  and  that  this  end  is  best  accomplished  by  kind  treatment ;  by  instpue- 
tion,  both  literary  and  religious ;  by  efforts  to  raise  up  these  prostrate  ones,  and  not  to 
depress  at}d  crush  them ;  and  Bnally,  b^  implanting  hope  in  the  mind,  rather  than  dra- 
|Mur ;  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  testify,  that  the  efforts  of  the  Warden  to  preserve 
order  and  maintain  discipline,  by  kind  manners  and  mild  measures,  rather  than  by 
harsh  and  overbearing  demeanor,  and  severe  infliction,  have  been  preeminently  sue* 
cessful.     It  is  believed  that  it  will  appear,  upon  the  most  exact  comparison,  that  those 
prisons  which  are  most  distinguished  for  careful  and  ample  instruction,  for  kind  treat- 
ment and  efficient  discipline,  are  also  distinguished  by  general  prosperity,  for  happy 
effects  upon  the  present  and  future  character  of  the  convicts,  and  best  subserve  the 
great  end  of  the  prison  institution. 

With  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  convicts  in  learning,  it  has  been  encouraginz. 
The  importance  of  additional  opportunities  for  instruction,  was  distinctly  presented  m 
my  report  for  the  lost  year,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you.  I  also  ask  leave 
again  to  suggest  the  importance  of  an  asylum  for  discharged  convicts ;  and  I  would 
refer  to  the  reasons  in  fiivor  of  the  measure  which  were  presented  in  my  report  last 
▼ear.  The  experience  of  another  year,  and  melancholy  facts  of  frequent  occurrence, 
nave  added  new  force  to  those  reasons,  and  strengthened  the  connctions  therein  eX' 
inressed,  that  such  an  asylum  b  indispensable. 

DAVID  MILLER,  Chaplain. 


Synopsis  of  the  Report  of  the  Rhode  Island  State  and  County 

Prison  J  for  the  year  1844. 

Inspectors'  Report. 

The  aflkirs  of  the  prison  have  been  conducted  through  the  yewc  past  in  a  manner 
Hitisfactory  to  the  undersized,  and  the  results,  whether  we  consider  the  health  of  the 
prisoners  or  the  produce  oT  their  labor,  have  been  better  than  in  any  previous  year. 

The  workshop  has  been  finished  at  an  expense  of  $2,397  20.  Tne  undersigned  have 
revised  the  regulations  since  the  publication  of  the  new  Digest  of  the  Laws  ofthe  State. 
It  will  from  them  be  perceived  tnat  the  present  system  requires  that  the  convicts  labor 
•teadily  during  the  day,  excepting  sufficient  time  for  their  meals,  and  one  hour  allowed 
by  law  for  reading  the  Bible.  Their  labor  is  performed  in  silence.  The  workshop  m 
iKrhich  they  work  is  about  fifty  feet  square,  nearly  twenty  feet  high,  light,  well  venti- 
lated,  and  warmed.  When  not  engaged  in  labor,  the  convicts  are  confined  in  cells 
about  eigtit  feet  wide,  eight  feet  high,  and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  long.  Tbe  cella 
are  supplied  with  water,  conducted  to  each  cell  in  pipes,  and  with  privy  pipev,  and 
every  convict  is  furnished  with  such  clothing  and  food  as  is  deemed  necessary  for  his 
health. 

Besides  the  Bible,  the  convicts  are  permitted  to  have  some  other  books.  The  mi- 
derngned  res{>cctfully  suggest  that  some  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  ihib 
moral  imtruction  of  the  convicts.  There  are  serious  objections  to  admitting  a  lai^ 
number  of  voluntary  instructors,  and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any  one  should  devote 
as  large  a  portion  of  time  as  ought  to  be  given  to  this  object. 

The  unaert*]£ned  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  entirely  impossible  to  comply  with  the 


hition  of  the  General  Assembly,  requiring  separate  accounts  of  the  expenses  of  the 
State  Prison  and  Providence  County  Jail.  An  approximation  to  accuracy  may  bo 
made  by  estimating  the  number  of  prisoners  in  eacn,  but  as  all  the  keepers  and  aanst- 
ants  are  the  same,  and  the  food  for  all  is  prepared  together,  exactness  m  dividing  ex> 
penses  is  unattainable. 

The  amount  received  by  the  Warden  from  the  general  treasurer,  daring  the  paat 
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year,  bai  been  $6,750.  The  property  in  the  hands  of  the  Warden,  as  appean  by  hu 
account,  which  has  been  audited  oy  a  committee  of  our  board,  is  greater  than  at  the 
close  of  September,  1843,  by  the  sum  of  $1,613  39.  The  cost  of  the  workshop  has  been 
#2,397  20,  and  about  $700  nave  been  expended  in  unusual  repdrs  and  improvements 
The  result  is,  that  the  charge  to  the  State  for  the  County  Jail  and  State  Prison  is  about 
^,000  for  the  past  year.  It  is  believed  that  if  the  State  Prison  were  separated  from 
Uie  County  Jail,  the  labor  of  the  convicts  in  the  State  Prison  during  the  past  year  would 
have  paid  the  expenses  of  the  prison,  and  have  increased  the  property  on  hand  between 
$1,000  and  $1,500.  , 

The  County  Jail  continues  to  disgrace  our  State.  Justice  to  the  unfertunate  who 
are  con6ned  for  debt,  and  to  those  committed  for  trial,  requires  that  a  new  jail  for 
Providence  County  should  be  immediately  erected. 

THOMAS  M.  BURGESS, 

CHRISTOPHER  RHODES, 

AMHERST  EVERETT, 

BARZILLAI  CRANSTON,        >  InspeetOEi. 

R.  W.  KIMBALL, 

JAMES  Y.  SMITH, 

ISAAC  THURBER, 


Warden's  Report. 

It  is  well  known  that  this  prison  was  constructed  and  established  upon  the  plan  of 
solitary  confinement,  but  that  this  principle  has  been  given  up.  By  an  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  State,  passed  at  the  January  session,  1843,  the  Inspectors  of  the 
State  Prison  were  vested  with  full  power  and  autnority  to  cause  the  prisoners  then  un- 
der sentence,  or  who  might  therealter  be  sentenced  to  said  prison,  '*  to  be  enlarged  of 
their  confinement,  by  permitting  such  prisoners  to  perform  labor  in  the  corridor  of  said 
prison." 

Does  the  result  justify  the  change  % 

Among  the  small  number  of  prisoners  at  the  outset,  the  bad  effects  of  solitary  im- 
prisonment upon  the  mind  were  very  apparent.  I  attributed  these  efi*ects  to  the  prev- 
alence of  baa  practices,  according  to  a  common  notion  among  the  medical  attenoants 
of  similar  establishments.  In  my  capacity  of  keeper  of  the  County  Jail,  I  had  frequently 
under  my  observation  vagrants  of  the  most  wretched  description,  who  were  seized  wim 
delirium  tremens,  arising  from  the  sudden  deprivation  of  an  accustomed  excessive  stim- 
ulous  of  the  brain  by  ardent  spirits.  In  observing  these  cases,  I  was  forcibly  struck 
with  the  similarity  of  the  symptoms  in  those  who  nad  become  deranged  in  the  State 
Prison,  after  a  confinement  of  from  six  to  eighteen  months  in  solitude,  to  those  mani- 
fested in  the  jail  in  patients  who  became  such  after  a  confinement  of  but  a  few  days, 
and  undoubtedly  from  the  abstraction  of  their  accustomed  excitement  by  drink.  Simi- 
lar effects  arising  from  apparently  dissimilar  causes,  led  me  to  an  investigation  of  the 
subject,  for  the  purpose,  it  possible,  of  ascertaining  if  such  were  the  fact.  From  the 
uniformity  of  the  symptoms  of  derangement  which  made  their  appearance  in  a  large 
number  of  the  convicts  in  the  State  Prison,  and  were  strongly  developed  in  (me-sixth 
part  of  all  who  were  there  committed  daring  a  term  of  about  four  years,  and  all  placed 
in  the  same  condition  and  under  the  same  discipline,  I  was  satisfied  that  all  were 
affected  by  one  and  the  same  cause ;  and  being  forcibly  impressed  with  the  identity  of 
their  derangement  with  that  exhibited  in  the  jail,  arising  from  the  abstraction  of  alco- 
holic stimnlus,  I  at  length  was  satisfied  that  the  same  general  explanation  extended  to 
all  the  cases,  though  in  one  class  of  them  no  ardent  spirits  had  been  used  for  from  six  to 
eighteen  months.  In  both  classes  of  cases  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  de- 
rangement was  produced  by  the  abstraction  of  an  accustomed  stimulus  to  the  brain« 
either  natural  and  requisite  to  a  healthy  action,  or  unnatural,  and  adapted  to  the  supply 
of  a  morbid  and  injurious  appetite,  and  thus  necessary  by  a  bad  habit,  to  the  ordinary  , 
mental  and  physical  action  of  the  system.  Suddenly  abstract  from  a  man  these  influ- 
ences, to  which  he  has  been  so  long  aecustomed ;  shut  him  up  with  but  scanty  resources 
of  his  own  to  keep  the  powers  of  his  mind  in  action,  in  a  solitary  cell,  where  he  must 
pass  the  same  unvar3nng  round,  from  week  to  week,  with  hope  depressed,  with  no 
subjects  for  reflection  but  those  which  gave  him  pain  to  review,  in  the  scenes  of  hii 
former  life ;  after  a  few  days,  with  new  impressions  made  upon  his  senses,  where  erea 
the  sound  of  his  own  hammer  is  lost  upon  his  ear,  and  one  unvarying  sameness  relaxes 
the  attention  and  concentration  of  his  mind,  and  it  will  not  be  thought  strange,  that 
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through  the  oonaeqnent  dehOitj  and  irritability  of  its  organ,  the  mind  should 
and  become  impaired ;  in  shortf  that  the  prisoner  shoold  have  the  "  horrors,"  and  that 
too  from  the  same  cause  that  produces  the  disease  in  the  man  whose  system  has  bcH 
oome  accustomed  to  other  and  greater  stimulus  than  his,  and  has  had  that  unnatural  Imt 
habitual  stimulus  suddenly  withdrawn. 

If  a  man  have  safely  passed  through  an  attack  of  delirium  tremens,  arising  from  the 
abstraction  of  his  accustomed  alcoholic  stimulus,  he  will  never  be  liable  to  another-at- 
tack  so  Ions  as  he  abstains  from  that  stimulus.  The  same  is  true,  so  far  ^s  my  obsenra- 
tton  extends,  of  the  prisoner  who  has  safely  passed  through  the  same  ordeal  in  the 
abstraction  of  bis  accustomed  stimulus  to  the  senses,  such  as  has  been  described ;  and 
he  will  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days,  so  lung  as  he  shall  remain  in  prison  without 
any  interval  of  liberty,  though  for  years  ui  solitude,  and  never  be  subject  to  a  like  attack. 

Affaiu,  let  the  long-accustomed  stimulus  of  alcohol  be  gradually  withdrawn,  such  is 
the  nexibility  of  tlie  numau  system,  such  its  power  to  accommodate  itself  to  changes  of 
condition,  that  it  may  be  sometimes  done  with  impunity.  Tlie  same  is  true  in  regard 
to  the  effects  produced  by  the  abstraction  of  the  natural  stimulus  of  the  bniin  in  solitary, 
imprisonment;  and,  witliout  a  single  exception,  those  who  have  suffered  the  most  from 
solitude,  are  men  who  possessed  the  smallest  portion  of  intellect,  who  depended  almost 
wholly  upon  external  influences  to  keep  their  brain  in  action. 

As  nolniug  is  better  adapted  tu  relieve  the  patient,  when  suffering  from  delirium 
'  tremens,  than  his  accustomed  stimulus,  the  same  is  true  iu  regard  to  the  delirium  pro* 
duced  by  solitary  imprisonment. 

CASES. 

Prisoner  No.  6,  white,  aged  28  years,  was  sentenced  to  separate  imprisonment  for  four  years.  His 
health  was  somewhat  impaired,  but  he  was  of  tcmperute  habits,  possessed  of  ordinary  intRlIec^  bat 
uncultivated,  with  largo  perceptiTe  faculties,  a  nervous  sanguine  temperament,  and  a  good  flow  of 
•pirits.  He  had  passed  a  roving  life,  without  regular  employment  (le  showed  symptoms  of  d**nmg»- 
ment  about  the  twelfth  month  of  his  continement  The  principal  feature  of  his  dcransement  waa  • 
constant  dread  and  fear  of  some  imaginary  danger.  In  tliis  state  of  mind  he  attempted  to  commit 
suicide,  to  avoid  being  tlosged  to  death,  wliich  he  was  sure  would  soon  be  done,  tliouirh  at  th.it  time 
corporal  punishment  was  not  allowed  in  ilic  prison.  He  was  continued  in  solitude  during  the  remain- 
der of  hi.«  sentience,  and  was  disehar;^e(l  from  pri;»on  almost  an  idiot  As  no  one  knew  his  name  or 
home,  and  he  was  not  in  n  suitible  condition  to  be  at  large,  he  was  placed  in  the  County  Jail  tor  safe 
keeping.  At  this  time,  every  indication  in  his  appearance  was,  that  he  would  never  again  Ix;  restored 
In  the  slightest  decree.  Ik>ing  harmless,  he  was  placed  in  ona  of  the  rooms  appropriated  to  debton, 
where,  to  my  surprise,  after  associating  with  them  for  several  months,  he  seemed  to  regain  some 
glimxMes  of  memory,  which  apparently  had  been  lost  for  nearly  three  years.  He  is  now  in  the  La« 
natic  Asylum,  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  in  the  hope  of  the  restoration  of  his  faculties ;  but  with 
what  success  time  has  not  disclosed. 

Prisoner  No.  8,  white,  aj»ed  40  years,  was  sentenced  for  ftve  years ;  a  man  of  temprrate  hnhtts  and 
good  health,  of  inferior  intellect  with  strong  passions,  and  a  considi>rable  share  of  cuniring.  liia  tem- 
perament was  biliuus,  sanguine,  and  very  much  disposed  to  mirthfulness.  He  could  neither  read  aor 
write,  and  was  very  ignonuit  except  of  tlic  oxpedicntJ  to  gain  a  dishonest  livlihood.  His  occupatiott 
irregular.  Ho  became  deranged  about  the  tenth  month  of  his  confinement  Pymptoma  of  dclirittm 
tremens  were  in  his  case  more  completely  developed  than  in  the  preceding.  1  have  found  him  in 
the  greatest  state  of  terror  nnd  alarm,  in  consequence  of  his  seeing  some  one  at  his  window  with  • 
long  pike,  for  the  purpose  of  killing  him.  Under  this  impression,  I  have  seen  him  crouched  in  some 
comer  of  his  cell,  where  he  cotild  not  be  reached  from  the  window,  his  whole  Irame  in  a  state  of  tre- 
mor and  agitation,  indicating  the  greatest  fear.  Under  this  fear  and  excitement  he  also  attempted 
■uicide.  This  state  of  delusion  continued  about  six  months,  when  he  gradually  recovered  his  compo* 
•urc,  with  the  mental  faculties  much  reduced.  He  remained  four  years  in  solitary  confinement  at 
which  time  the  system  was  abolished.  But  so  great  was  his  aversion  to  leaving  his  cell  for  labor,  that 
he  was  allowed  to  continue  there  during  the  remainder  of  his  time. 

Prisoner  No.  20,  white,  aged  32.  was  sentenced  for  twenty  months.  His  constitution  was  impaired 
by  intemperate  habits.  His  mental  faculties  were  feeble  and  uncultivated;  his  occupation  ttud  of  a 
sailor,  no  marked  indication  of  temperament  and  an  even  but  moderate  flow  of  spirits.  He  exhibited 
symptoms  of  derangement  about  the  twelfth  month  of  confinement  which  increased  until  most  irf'ths 
symptoms  of  delirium  tremens  were  fully  developed,  such  as  tremor  of  the  hands,  tongue,  and  T<rioe, 

{>rorase  perspiration,  a  delusion  of  the  senses,  and  great  fear  of  personal  injury  from  false  causes, 
eading  hun  to  arm  himself  with  whatever  was  in  His  possession,  and  give  batde  to  his  imafinary 
enemy  with  the  greatest  desperation.  He  continued  in  Uiis  situation  to  the  expiration  of  hia  sentence, 
having  once  attempted  suicide.  After  being  discharged  his  recovery  was  rapid,  and  in  a  few  wedts 
he  was  apparently  restored  to  a  sound  state  of  mmd. 

Prisoner  No.  40,  white,  aged  28  years,  of  strong  constitution,  good  health,  and  of  temperate  hahiti, 
was  sentenced  for  two  years.  His  natural  abilities  were  fair,  he  was  barely  able  to  read,  but  had 
never  learned  to  write.  His  temi>emmcnt  was  bilious  sanguine,  and  of  an  ordinary  cheerful  disposi- 
tion. He  showed  symptoms  of  derangement  with  a  tendency  to  commit  suicide,  about  the  tendi 
month  of  confinement  soon  exhibiting  several  well-marked  syriiptoms  of  delirium  tremens ;  when 
under  great  apparent  fear  and  excitement  he  related  to  me  a  plot  he  had  heard  formed  In  the  prison 
yard  for  takii^  his  life ;  that  he  had  also  seen  one  of  the  conspirators  at  his  window  witti  a  gan  fcr 
tite  purpose  of  shooting  him,  and  that  he  had  saved  his  life  by  lying  on  the  floor  immediately  ander 
the  window,  where  the  gun  could  not  be  brought  to  bear  upon  hun ;  afterwards,  that  they  lesortod 
to  suffocation,  by  bumUig  sulphur  at  his  ventilator,  &nd  that  he  barely  saved  his  Ufe  by  applying  his 
face  to  the  window,  where  he  could  breathe  tbo  external  ahr.    At  this  time,  the  law  relaSng  to  the 
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ptlMMi  had  bam  lo  fiir  altered  m  to  bDow  two  or  more  poieoDen  to  remaia  in  e  eeU.  Aceordfaigljr 
another  prisoner  wee  allowed  to  be  with  him,  which  akme  appeared  to  be  Uie  canae  of  hie  recoTttry, 
after  a  tew  weeka,  when  at  hia  own  request  he  was  left  alone  in  his  cell,  where  he  in  a  short  time  re> 
lapeed  and  exhibited  all  hia  former  symptoms.  The  company  of  a  conrict  was  again  allowed  him  aa 
bnnre,  and  in  about  (bar  weeks  he  was  restored,  without  afterwards  relapaing  into  his  former  condi- 
tloD,  ^ough  his  companion  was  remoTod  as  before 

Oif  the  forty  prisoners  committed  while  the  strictly  solitary  qrstem  was  in  operation,  ten,  or  one- 
fonrtii  of  the  whole  number,  (two  of  whom  were  blacks,)  manifested  decided  symptoms  of  deranffe- 
tnent ;  seven  so  much  so  te  to  unfit  them  for  labor  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  and  five  were  dis- 
charged insane,  two  of  whom  recovered,  and  three  now  remain  unrestored  to  a  sound  state  of  mind. 

Of  the  nineteen  committed  stoce  tlie  system  was  abandoned,  tiiree  only,  two  whUea  and  a  black, 
have  dhown  symptoms  of  derangement 

I  would  bene  remark,  from  all  the  observations  that  I  have  been  able  to  make,  that 
but  few  men,  and  those  strongly  constituted,  can  be  subjected  to  the  discipline  of  soli- 
tary imprisonment,  as  it  was  here  established,  without  becoming,  sooner  or  later, 
thix>ngh  its  depressing  effects,  more  or  less  debilitated  in  some  of  their  physical 
and  mental  operations. 

Upon  a  review  of  facts  like  those  I  have  now  detailed,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  hesi- 
tate in  condemning  the  penal  system  of  solitary  confinement. 

Without  dwelling  on  the  greater  expensiveness  of  the  solitary  plan,  its  effects  on 
general  health,  its  failure  to  deter  from  crime,  (according  to  the  promise  held  out,)  and 
Various  other  objections,  I  would  remark,  that  the  advantage  claimed  for  it,  of  greater 
calmness  of  demeanor  and  easier  submission  to  the  rules  of  the  place,  on  the  part  of  the 
solitary  prisoner,  has  not  been  realized  here. 

In  the  year  preceding  the  discontinuance  of  solitary  imprisonment,  there  was  an 
average  loss  from  sickness  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  upon  the  labor  of  the  convicts. 
During  the  past  year,  under  the  system  of  social  labor,  the  loss  from  the  same  cause  has 
been  about  six  per  cent  The  necessity  and  amount  of  piuiishments  for  disobedience 
and  violations  of  niles,  have  diminished  in  about  the  same  proportion. 

Another  supposed  advantage  of  the  solitary  plan,  that  of  affording  secrecy  and  seclu- 
flioa  to  the  prisoner,  so  that  he  may  go  forth  into  the  world  again  without  being  recos- 
nized.  and  perhaps  threatened  or  tempted,  by  his  associates,  is,  in  practice,  wholly 
illnsory.  For  no  man  passes  into  prison  without  an  open  trial,  and  the  knowledge  of 
friends  and  enemies.  , 

It  ia  very  common  when  improvements  in  prisons  are  suggested  for  the  greater  com- 
fort of  the  inmates,  to  hear  the  observation  that  they  ought  to  suffer,  and  t^e  more  the 
>>etter,  that  the  way  of  the  transgressor  is  hard,  and  that  the  only  way  to  benefit  him 
is  to  make  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  of  wholesome  severity  upon  body  and  mind. 
It  is  true  that  pain  is  the  portion  of  the  prisoner  for  bis  offences,  and  that  he  must  suffer, 
and  deeply  simer,  to  be  benefited.  But  there  is  a  limit  which  cannot  be  passed  with- 
out defeating  the  ends  of  the  law,  in  retribution,  public  security,  and  personal  reforma- 
tion, and  perverting  justice  into  cruelty  without  an  object ;  but  it  ought  to  be  impressed 
on  lawgivers,  and  on  all  who  are  called  upon  to  administer  penal  justice,  in  any  of  its 
modes,  that  it  is  possible  and  indeed  too  common,  by  excess  of  severity,  to  sink  the 
j>ri9oner  beloto  the  capacity  of  being  punished  at  all,  in  wearing  out  the  vigor  and  sen- 
sibility of  body  or  mind,  or  both." 

**  Words  of  kindness  have  subdued  hearts  in  prison  that  were  callous  to  bolts  and 
bars."  The  only  hope  of  reforming  a  man  in  prison,  and  preventing  his  being  brouffht 
back  again  after  his  discharge,  is  in  appealing  to  his  intellect  and  moral  nature ;  in  ais- 

Sossessing  him  of  his  revenge,  if  he  nave  any,  against  his  prosecutors ;  in  reconciling 
im  to  the  iustice  of  his  sentence,  and  to  the  labor  and  deprivations  to  which  he  is  sub- 
jected, as  beinz  necessary,  and  tending  to  his  own  good ;  in  treating  him  like  a  man, 
who  tbough  fallen  is  not  lost;  in  raising  up  his  self-respect,  enlightemng  his  ignoranoe, 
awakening  his  conscience :  in  making  nim  feel  that  he  is  not  an  outcast,  and  mat  there 
are  those  who  "  care  for  his  soul,"  and  would  be  glad  to  see  him  renovated  and  restored 
to  his  place  in  society ;  in  governing  him  with  firmness,  but  with  as  little  severi^r 
as  possible  ;  and  in  showing  him  as  much  kindness  in  every  respect  as  discipline  will 
permit. 

Of  the  59  prisoners  committed  here  three  have  been  committed  a  second  time,  but 
none  a  third. 

Expenses.-^Beddia^  and  clothing.  $276  73 ;  fuel  and  lights,  621  92 ;  books  and  sta- 
tionery, 46  03 ;  provision;  and  groceries,  3,389  27 ;  furniture,  79  72 ;  salary  and  labor, 
S,173  46;  discharged  prisoners.  53  00;  repairs  and  fixtures,  3,255  98:  total,  $9,896  11. 

/iMJoiiie.— Shoemaking,  $224  22;  painting,  3,797  56;  county  jail,  1,103  79; 

of  expense,  4,770  54:  total,  $9,896  11. 
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SttUemetU  of  Account,  Sept.  30,  1844.  Cr. — By  amount  of  property,  September  30. 
1843,  $3,835  33  ;  cash  received  of  seneral  treasurer  during  the  year^  6,750  00 :  tatMi, 
$10,585  33.  Dr.— To  amount  of  oills  returned  to  the  general  treasurer,  $166  07 ; 
expense  of  providing  for  troops  on  the  4th  of  September,  1844,  200  00 ;  amoant  of 
proper^r  per  inventory,  as  follows:  shoemaking,  233  86;  bedding  and  clothing,  425  26 ; 
niel  ana  lights,  320  50  ;  books  and  stationery,  123  53 ;  provisions  and  groceries,  238  24  ; 
furniture.  741  78 ;  painting,  2,305  41 ;  cash,  834  09  ;  bills  for  debtors'  board,  226  05 ; 
balance,  being  expense,  4.770  54 :  total,  $10,585  33. 

The  average  number  of  convicts  confined  in  the  State  Prison  during  the  year  hat 
been  22,  and  the  average  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  County  Jail,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  State,  has  been  26. 

It  appears  from  the  most  accurate  estimate  that  can  at  present  be  made,  that  it  would 
be  correct  to  divide  the  whole  expenses  equally  between  the  State  Prison  and  the 
County  Jail. 

9  convicts  have  been  received  into  the  prison  during  the  year,  9  have  been  discharged 
by  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  imprisonment,  1  has  been  pardoned,  2  have  died, 
and  1  escaped  from  the  city  hospital,  where  he  had  beeu  sent  on  account  of  sicknets, 
18  are  now  in  prison. 

THOMAS  CLEVELAND,  Warden. 

Physician's  Report. 

There  have  been  two  deaths  during  the  past  year :  No.  12,  who  died  of  consumption 
the  17th  of  last  April,  and  No.  52.  who  died  of  dropsy  of  the  chest,  on  the  18th  of  July 
last.  No.  47,  who  was  insane  when  in  prison  as  No.  20,  has  occasionally  suffered  from 
mental  derangement  since  his  present  (second^  commitment.  No.  32  has  for  tome 
months  suffered  greatly  from  neuralgia  in  his  limbs  and  hips,  and  it  ia  feared  that  he 
may  not  afain  be  a  well  man  during  his  confinement.  No.  58,  who  has  been  recently 
committed,  is  laboring  under  consumption,  and  will  probably  terminate  his  life  in  the 
prison,  unless  liberated  by  the  General  Assembly.  No.  56,  who  was  suffering  very 
much  from  rheumatism,  and  various  other  infirmities,  has  very  much  improved  in  healtn 
since  his  commitment,  and  though  not  entirely  free  from  rheumatic  ailections,  his  bodily 
health  is  now  quite  good. 

RICHMOND  BROWNELL,  Phyaidan. 


Synopsis  of  the  Reports  of  the  New  York  StcUe  Prison. 


CLINTON  PRISON. 

1846. — Agent's  Report. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31,  1846,  32  convicts  have  been  receired  at 
prison  by  sentence,  28  have  been  discharged,  and  3  have  been  removed  to  the  State 
Lunatic  Asylum,  thus  leaving  181  in  confinement  at  the  present  time. 

There  has  been  no  death  among  the  convicts  during  the  past  thirteen  months,  nor 
have  any  escaped  who  have  not  been  recaptured. 

The  expenses  incurred  here  during  the  past  year  are  as  follows :  For  stock  and  tools, 
$6,695  74  ;  buildings  and  repairs,  22,360  02  ;  rations,  7,685  67  ;  clothing  and  bedding. 
2,868  11 ;  fuel  and  lights,  2,691  44;  hospital  stores  and  medicines,  474  83;  discharged 
convicts,  158  68;  postage,  printing  and  stationery,  122  15;  salaries  of  officers,  8,735  36; 
pay  of  ^ards.  5,446  00 ;  team  and  keeping,  169  99 ;  expenses  of  agent,  270  85 ;  storege 
and  freighting,  1,686  41 ;  grading,  3,912  87  ;  miscellaneous,  1,306  24. 

The  steam  sawmill  has  been  nnished,  and  a  handsome  saving  is  realized  by  its  erec- 
tion. 

Two  galleries  were  commenced  in  the  mine  last  winter ;  but  the  rock  above  was  to 
shattered  by  a  dike  which  crossed  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  that  it  save  way  and  fell  in 
while  the  men  were  at  work ;  one  of  whom  was  caught  by  the  railing  rocks  and  se- 
Terely  injured.  This  result  made  a  removal  of  the  dike  ana  of  the  stone  in  front  of  it 
necessary.  The  removal  of  these  obstructions,  and  the  quarrying  of  stone  for  buildiiig, 
have  furnished  employment  for  all  who  could  be  spared  from  more  pressing  labors. 
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Fnor  gaUenM  tre  now  commenced,  and  two  more  will  probably  be  itarted  during  the 
'witiier.  At  prcfent  there  is  only  room  for  about  25  men  to  work  them  with  conve- 
tuence,  but  an  increanag  number  may  be  employed  as  the  excavations  are  extended. 

Ab  soon  as  the  weather  permitted  in  the  spring,  the  building  of  one  of  the  wings  was 
commenced.  This  bailding  was  155  feet  long,  45  feet  wide,  and  3  stories  high.  It 
comprises  the  kitchen,  dining  room,  wash  room,  bath  rooms,  chapel,  hospital,  physi- 
cfan's  office,  chaplain's  office,  hospital  kitchen,  store  rooms,  etc.  This  has  been  in- 
cloeed,  the  floors  laid,  and  the  lathing  commenced.  It  is  connected  to  the  prison  by  a 
coyered  hall,  25  feet  in  length.  With  the  superintendence  of  a  master  mason,  it  has 
been  erected  almost  exclasively  by  convicts  who  commenced  work  at  the  trade  the 
winter  .previous.  Those  who  examine  it,  generally  pronounce  it  the  smoothest  build- 
ing from  roogl\  stone  that  they  ever  saw.  The  convicts  have  generally  been  put  at 
the  different  traides  pursued  here  on  their  own  application.  They  are  mostly  of  those 
who  have  formed  resolutions  of  moral  amendment,  and  are  anxioas  to  acquire  the 
means  of  obtaining  an  honest  livelihood  on  their  discharge.  Hence  their  application 
is  earnest.  Thns  far  it  appears,  that  a  convict  will  learn  a  trade  in  about  half  the  time 
required  by  a  citizen. 

The  water  from  the  spring  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  above  the  prison  has  been 
brought  into  the  yard  the  past  season.  A  stone  and  cement  reservoir  was  built  near 
the  spring,  and  covered  with  a  frame  and  shingle  roof  From  this  reservoir  the  water 
is  conveyed  in  iron  pipes  (which  were  cast  in  the  prison  foundry)  about  100  rods,  ter- 
minating in  an  iron  cylinder,  placed  in  the  basement  of  a  small  stone  building  near  the 
centre  of  the  yard.  From  this  cylinder  the  water  is  conveyed  in  small  iron  pipes  to 
the  several  buildings  requiring  it.  The  whole  is  done  in  a  substantial  manner,  and  is 
estimated  to  have  cost  about  j|3,000.  The  water  is  abundant  and  remarkably  pure ; 
baa  a  head  of  about  150  feet. 

The  removal  of  earth  from  the  rock  over  the  mine  has  been  steadily  prosecuted. 
On  this  rock  a  stone  building  150  feet  long  and  50  feet  wide  has  been  erected  for  prepar- 
ing the  ore  for  market  and  use.  Within  it  kilns  are  to  be  erected  for  roasting  the  ore ; 
also  stamping  mortars,  a  crushing  mill  and  separating  machine.  The  machinery  is  to 
be  driven  by  a  steam-engine  of  25  horse  power.  The  steam-engine  and  machinery 
for  this  building  are  commenced.  Their  construction  and  erection  will  occupy  as 
many  of  the  convicts  as  can  advantageously  work  upon  them  during  the  winter.  This 
inrork,  the  finishing  of  the  winer  ana  mining,  will  employ  nearly  one-half  of  the  con- 
victs. The  others  will  have  litUe  or  no  laborious  employment,  in  consequence  of  the 
act  of  the  last  Legislature  prohibiting  the  expenditure  of  any  part  of  the  last  appro- 
priation "  in  extending  the  prison  building." 

It  was  the  intention  to  extend  the  outer  walls  of  the  prison  building,  close  the  end 
with  boards,  and  erect  another  section  of  cells  the  present,  as  was  done  during  the  last 
-winter.  Such  employment  was  required  by  the  general  law  as  well  as  by  the  sen- 
tence of  each  convict,  which  directs  that  they  be  confined  at  hard  labor. 

The  interrogatory  is  frequently  put  with  manifest  impatience,  **  Why  have  you  not 
commenced  the  manu&cture  of  iron  7'*  A  little  inquiry  as  to  the  time  necessanly  con- 
sumed in  erecting  a  State  prison,  together  with  the  incidental  buildings,  and  the  fur- 
naces, forges,  etc.,  for  the  manu&cture  of  iron,  will  remove  much  of  the  impatience 
exhibited  on  this  subject.  Notwithstanding  their  superior  advantages  of  location,  from 
5  to  7  years  were  consumed  in  erecting  each  of  the  other  prisons  vrith  their  incidental 
buildings;  while  it  is  but  a  few  days  more  than  18  months  since  the  first  convicts 
mrere  brought  into  this  wilderness.  Since  their  arrival  a  heavy  growth  of  timber  has 
been  removed,  the  stumps  dug  out,  and  foundations  sunk  in  hard-pan ;  one-half  of  the 
prison  has  been  built,  and  in  a  more  substantial  style  of  workmanship  than  either  of 
the  others.  The  incidental  buildings  are  also  erected,  and  in  addition  thereto  a  ma- 
chine shop,  iron  foundry,  steam  sawmill,  brass  foundry,  dwellings,  offices,  ore  building, 
etc.  Tools  and  implements  have  been  obtained  to  enable  us  to  manufacture  our  own 
steam-enfmes  and  other  machinery.  The  personal  property  belonging  to  the  State 
here  on  me  first  of  October  last,  was  estimated  at  more  than  $20,000.  The  mine  has 
been  opened  and  drained  ;  water  has  been  brought  into  the  yard,  and  a  large  amount 
of  grading  and  excavation  has  been  performed. 

As  the  support  of  this  prison  must  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  until  the  manufacture 
of  iron  can  he  established,  no  farther  reason  need  be  urged  in  favor  of  doing  so  at  the 
earliest  practicable  period.  But  the  present  high  price  of  iron,  which  is  like  to  con- 
tmae  for  several  years  at  least,  furnishes  an  additional  incentive  to  this  policy,  if  any 
be  needed. 

The  expenses  of  the  prison  are  the  same,  whether  the  convicts  be  idle  or  employed* 
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tad  appropriatioiis  for  its  support  only,  mnj  be  made  for  an  indefinite  nomber  offmn 
without  realizing  the  objects  of  its  establishment.  No  reason  for  a  doubt  can  be  dk« 
covered,  but  that  after  the  manufacture  of  iron  is  established,  the  prison  will  be  able  to 
sustain  itself;  and,  when  the  convicts  shall  have  had  reasonable  practice  therein^  a 
handsome  surplus  will  be  realized  from  their  earnings. 

Finding  so  large  a  portion  of  the  convicts  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  pro* 
vision  above  referred  to,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  convert  one  of  the  prison  halls  mto 
a  school  room,  where  the  assistant  keepers  should  instruct  those  under  their  charge  io 
reading,  vmting,  and  arithmetic.  For  this  purpose  the  convicts  are  classified  and  ubor 
at  intervals  in  the  mine  and  quarry,  both  with  a  regard  to  the  preservation  of  their 
health  by  exercise,  and  to  a  aistribution  of  the  benefits  of  instruction  among  them. 
Those  not  requirmg  instruction  are  allowed  to  spend  their  leisure  boars  in  reading. 
Many  of  them  are  zealously  engaged  in  their  studies,  and  those  especially  who  were 
previously  unable  to  read,  express  the  warmest  gratitude  for  the  privilege  enjoyed. 

There  are  many  cases  where  the  distinctions  observed  by  our  laws  in  regard  to  the 
punishment  of  larcenies  operate  with  great  inequality.  Where  the  thiei  takes  the 
whole  contents  of  a  package,  the  value  unknown  to  him,  his  punishment  is  graduated, 
not  by  the  intent  of  the  offender,  but  by  the  accidental  contents  of  the  package.  If 
the  value  prove  to  be  only  $25  or  less,  he  suffers  by  a  fine  or  brief  confinement  in  the 
county  piison.  One  who  lias  been  previously  convicted  of  stealing  tlie  smallest  amount, 
is  sent  to  a  State  prison  for  a  second  similar  offence.  One  is  sent  here  for  4  years  for 
stealing  49  cents.  Another  for  the  same  term  for  stealing  28  cents.  Another  is  sent 
fur  3  years  for  stealing  three  sticks  of  firewood,  and  another  is  sent  for  5  years  for 
stealing  an  did  cap.  The  latter  is  a  feeble  old  man,  and  inoffensive  in  other  respects 
He  committed  the  offence  when  intoxicated,  and  acknowledged  it  as  soon  as  be  be- 
came sober,  but  could  not  tell  where  he  obtained  the  article. 

Some  misapprehensions  have  been  entertained  in  regard  to  the  propriety,  as  weil  as 
to  the  legal  right,  to  erect  here,  a  machine  shop,  boiler  shop,  foundry,  sawmill,  etc 
But  the  location  renders  these  structures,  not  merely  economical,  but  almost  indispen- 
sable 

But  the  law  in  relation  to  this  prison  provides  that  "  all  buildings,  tools,  and  xaa- 
chinery,  required  for  use  in  said  prison,  shall,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  built,  producedf 
and  manufactured,  by  the  labor  of  the  convicts  therein. 

In  obedience  to  this  law,  as  well  as  to  the  requirements  of  economy,  these  branches 
have  been  established,  and  will  always  be  necessary  appendages  to  the  works  pi'uae- 
cuted .     But  the  articles  produced  are  for  the  prison  use  only,  and  none  for  sale. 

As  authorized  by  the  act  of  May  13,  1846, "  in  relation  to  Clinton  Prison,''  $300  were 
drawn  from  the  Literature  Fund  "  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  use 
of  the  convicts  in  said  prison." 

In  addition  to  these,  we  have  received  nearly  two  hundred  volumes  by  donatkm,  a 
majority  of  which  are  bound  volumes  of  tracts  and  other  religious  publications.  Eveiy 
convict  is  also  furnished  with  a  Bible  and  prayer-book. 

In  summer,  the  convicts  have  one  hour  allowed  for  each  meal,  and  as  only  about  mie* 
fourth  of  that  time  is  consumed  in  eating,  the  remainder  is  spent  in  reading.  Dorizig 
the  long  days  thej  have  full  half  an  hour  of  lisht  to  read  before  being  called  firom  their 
cells  in  the  morning,  and  the  same  time  after  uieir  return  to  th^m  at  night.  The  priaon 
hall  is  so  lighted  that  they  can  read  until  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  they  have 
more  than  one-half  of  each  Sunday  fer  the  same  privilege. 

There  were  several  here  who  could  read  but  little,  a^  looked  upon  all  reading  as 
an  irksome  task.  But  by  selecting  some  work  of  absorbing  interest,  giving  them  in 
advance  a  brief  outline  of  the  subject,  and  thus  inducing  them  to  try  its  perusal,  tbey 
have  been  led  along  until  they  are  now  ardent  and  general  readers. 

As  an  aid  to  discipliue  the  library  is  of  §reat  service.  Without  a  book  the  leisare 
hours  of  the  convict  are  the  most  uimappy  of  any  he  spends  in  prison.  He  then  brooda 
over  his  miserable  condition,  and  contrasts  his  lot  with  that  of  those  he  considers  mora 
criminal  than  himself,  and  who  yet  go  unpunished.  He  recalb  to  memory  ^  real  or 
imaginary  wrongs  he  has  suffered,  and  in  a  state  of  mind  borderiug  on  distractioQ  he 
is  called  from  his  cell  to  resume  his  labors.  Irritable  and  impatient  of  control,  he  10011 
breaks  into  open  violence,  and  is  then  led  away  to  punishment  But  when  he  liMt 
from  the  perusal  of  an  interesting  book,  he  comes  from  hJs  cell  with  a  cheerfol  oouik- 
tenance.  and  resumes  his  labors  with  alacrity. 

And  then  the  happiness  which  a  library  dispenses  among  the  oonyicts  is  almoat  incat 
cnlable  Instead  ot  communing  only  with  nis  own  unhappy  thoughts  in  hit  knelr 
cell,  he  becomes  one  of  the  company  introduced  by  his  anthor.    He  embarin  with 
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Cmtoe  in  his  Toya^,  Bhares  in  his  perils,  assists  in  his  labors,  and  rejoioea 
-with  fiim  when  the  man  Fnday  is  added  to  their  company.  With  the  traveller  he 
^visits  evenr  clime,  marks  the  various  customs  of  our  race,  and  everywhere  sees  the 
lilessingB  dispensed  by  virtue,  and  the  miseries  scattered  by  vice.  With  an  interest  all 
absorbed  in  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  or  Oliver  Twist,  he  learns  that  unbending  virtue 
^Hrill  finally  triumph  over  the  severest  trials ;  while  the  most  adroit  knavery  eventually 
ends  in  detection,  disgrace,  and  ruin. 

Number  of  Pumshments. — *Hyant,  2;  Mayhew,  4;  Harvey,  1;  •Thompson,  5;  *Lin- 
ooln,  5 ;  •Jones,  1 ;  Banks,  1 ;  •Belding,  1 ;  Doherty,  1 ;  *Cooper,  1 ;  *Kemp,  1 ; 
Gates,  I ;  Garrety,  1 ;  Gillespie,  1 ;  Foster,  1 ;  Barrows,  3 ;  Blase,  1 ;  Stewart,  1 ; 
•Williams.  3 ;  Van  Brunt,  1.  Number  of  persons  punished,  20.  Number  of  punish- 
ments inflicted.  36. 

The  result  shows  a  gratifying  improvement  on  this  subject.     The  number  of  persons 

Enished,  as  comparea  vtritn  the  time  and  number  of  convicts  in  charge,  has  been  one- 
If  less  than  last  year.  At  the  same  time,  the  punishments  inflicted  have  been  less 
severe.  But  three  have  been  punished  with  the  cat.  On  these  other  pumshments 
have  been  tried  in  vain,  and  the  cat  has  also  failed  in  producing  reformation. 

Convicts  are  oflen  sentenced  to  the  dungeon,  or  to  wear  the  ball  and  chain  for  any 
definite  time;  but  these  punishments  are  generally  terminated  when  obedience  is 
yielded  and  penitence  manifested.  The  exceptions  to  this  rule  relate  to  those  who 
commit  their  oflences  under  the  impulse  of  sudden  passion,  which  is  often  followed  by 
immediate  penitence.  In  these  cases  a  due  regard  for  discipline  may  forbid  an  entire 
forpveuess  of  the  offence,  and  reouire  a  sentence  to  the  dungnon,  or  ball  and  chain,  for 
a  short  period.  The  obstinacy  of  others  is  such,  that  one  remained  in  the  dungeon 
thirteen  and  the  other  sixteen  days  on  short  allowance  of  bread  and  water  only,  before 
they  would  yield  obedience. 

More  than  one-half  of  the  punishments  inflicted  have  been  upon  five  individuals,  and 
stfll,  as  might  be  expected,  they  ffive  no  evidence  of  reformation,  or  even  improvement. 
Indeed,  little  improvement  can  De  reasonably  expected  of  any  one,  while  he  is  so  des- 
titute of  self-respect  as  to  knowingly  subject  himself  to  the  degradation  of  punishmeut 
for  a  violation  of  moral  duties.  Every  punishment  degrades  them  still  lower,  and 
removes  them  still  farther  from  the  reacn  of  moral  suasion.  To  reach  even  these  cases, 
to  avoid  the  necessity  of  their  frequent  punishment,  arrangements  have  been  made, 
in  the  wing  just  erected,  for  the  construction  of  six  cells,  where  such  ofienders  may  be 
separately  confined  at  labor,  on  the  Pennsylvania  system. 

The  arch  rogue  seldom  commits  a  violation  of  discipline,  except  in  his  attempts  to 
escape;  but  these  frequent  offenders  are  those  possessing  little  tact  or  shrewdness. 
They  are  generally  below  mediocrity  in  intellectual  power,  and  {)articularly  defective 
in  moral  perceptions  or  sensibilities.  They  often  exhibit  ordinary  intelligence  on  many 
subjects,  but  they  have  very  limited  foresight,  a  feeble  sense  of  justice,  little  self-respect, 
and  seem  entirely  destitute  of  self^ntrol. 

It  may  be  asked.  Why  then,  when  the  public  are  secured  from  their  depredations, 
should  such  be  fiirther  punished  7 

The  answer  is,  their  puishmeut  seems  indispensable  under  the  social  system  of  prison 
discipline.  The  other  convicts  have  not  often  the  capacity  or  facility  for  the  study  of 
these  charaters.  They  only  recognize  them  as  frequent  ofienders,  and  the  worst  men 
in  prison.  If  their  offences  were  winked  at,  the  others  would  conclude  that  there  was 
no  encouragement  for  well-doing,  no  distinction  made  between  right  and  wrong  by  the 
keepers,  ibr  the  worst  fared  as  well  as  the  best. 

Those  engaced  in  reformation  seldom  if  ever  commit  an  intentional  violation  of  rules. 
To  punish  such  for  an  inadvertent  breach  of  discipline  would  generally  discourage  all 
&rther  efforts  at  improvement,  drive  them  baak  to  their  resources  of  knavery,  and 
finally  lose  them  to  their  friends  and  society.  Hence  the  danger  of  enforcing  all  rules 
with  unbending  severity,  and  of  living  up  to  the  motto  at  one  time  so  fiishionable  with 
some  keepers,  to  "  make  the  punishment  follow  the  offence  as  quickly  as  thunder  fol- 
bwed  the  lightning's  flash."  He  must  possess  more  than  human  intelligence  who  can 
thus  instantly  determine,  as  to  the  criminal  intent  of  the  offender,  and  the  amount  of 
punishment  merited.  A  mistaken  inclination  to  the  side  of  mercy  may  be  subsequently 
corrected,  but  an  error  in  the  other  direction  can  never  be'retneved ;  the  wron^  once 
done  cannot  be  undone.  Besides,  its  consequences  upon  society  and  the  convict  are 
serious ;  for  however  criminal  one  may  generally  be,  the  infliction  upon  him  of  an  unp 
merited  or  exoessive  punishment,  makes  him  forget  the  wrongs  he  has  inflicted  upon 

*  Were  subjected  to  punishment  last  yeer. 
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•ociety,  and  ruminate  solely  upon  those  be  has  suffered  firom  it.  The  wbcde  dirpedoK 
of  his  mind  is  at  once  changed,  his  compunctions  for  former  crimes  have  ^ne,  Ub 
feelings  of  revenge  are  aroiued,  and  he  looks  upon  himself  only  as  a  victim  of  iiqustioe 
and  cruelty. 

The  mild  policy  with  which  the  disciptline  of  this  prison  was  commenced,  has  beea 
pursued,  and  extended  rather  than^  diminished.  This  policy  has  in  several  instances 
Deoii  crowned  with  unanticipated  success.  Three  of  our  prisoners  were  peraoos  of  die 
most  depraved  character  in  community,  convicted  of  heinous  crimes,  and  sentenced  for 
the  longest  period  with  which  their  offences  could  be  punished.  For  nearly  a  year 
they  remained  alike  indifferent  to  the  restraining  influAices  of  both  punishment  and 
peranasion,  and  were  classed  with  the  irreclaimables.  Still,  the  same  conciliatory 
course  of  treatment  was  pursued,  and  in  the  spring  one  of  them  yielded  a  cheerful  obe 
dience.  The  other  two  gave  evidences  of  improvement,  which  were  then  encouraged 
by  furnishing  them  with  employment  more  agreeable  to  their  inclinations ;  and  from 
that  period  they  gave  voluntary  pledges  of  reformation.  These  pledc^es  have  been 
faithiuUv  kept,  and  they  have  now  no  superiors  in  the  yard,  in  every  department  of 
correct  behavior. 

Too  long  has  the  term  discipline  been  applied  to  prisons  in  the  same  sense  with 
which  it  is  used  in  reference  to  the  army  and  navy.  If  a  professed  devotion  to  disci- 
plino  has  caused  the  infliction  of  such  cruelties  upon  soldiers  and  sailors  that  their  bare 
recital  chills  the  blood,  what  might  we  expect  from  an  application  of  the  same  policy 
to  prisons,  where  there  is  not  even  the  restraint  of  the  articles  of  war,  and  punishments 
are  inflicted  in  secret.  ''  Prison  discipline,"  as  it  has  been  enforced,  has  looked  only  to 
the  correct  aotomata-liko  movements  of  the  convicts.  Perfect  silence,  a  uniform  motion 
in  labor,  an  accurate  step  in  marching,  and  a  right  direction  of  the  eyes,  have  constita- 
ted  its  supposed  perfection.     The  keeper,  with  no  views  beyond  those  of  a  drill 


geant,  and  being  his  own  judge  and  executioner,  has  visited  even  an  inadvertent  infrac- 
tion of  these  rules  with  horrible  punishment   Not  only  was  the  expression  of  a  thought 


by  a  convict,  an  unpardonable  crime,  but  a  look  indicating  that  he  entertained  one, 
instantly  punished  as  that  indeflnable  offence,  insolence.  As  the  possibility  of  reform- 
ins  a  convict  was  denied,  not  an  effort  was  made  to  accomplish  it,  and  the  cruelties 
inflicted  upon  them  was  justified  by  the  uniform  apology  of  tyranny,  necessity. 

RANSOM  COOK,  Agent 

1846. — Physician's  Report. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  of  convicts  during  the  past  year,  in  Clinton  Prison,  and 
the  health  of  the  prisoners  generally  is  good. 

The  daily  averase  of  patients  confined  to  the  hospital,  and  also  the  daily  aversm 
nnmbeiv  prescribed  for,  including  both  occasional  prescriptions  and  those  made  for 
patients  under  regular  treatment  m  the  hospital,  is  as  follows: — 

In  January.  2  and  two-thirds  in  hospital,  7  and  two-thirds  prescribed  for ;  February, 
3  in  hospital,  6  and  one-third  prescribed  for;  March,  3  and  one>tbird  in  hospital,  7  and 
one-third  prescribed  for ;  April,  4  in  hospitd,  8  and  one  sixth  prescribed  for ;  May,  3 
and  one-fourth  in  hospital,  5  and  one-sixth  prescribed  for ;  June,  3  and  two-thirds  in 
hospital.  6  and  one-half  prescribed  for;  July,  4  in  hospital,  11  and  two-thirds  prescribed 
for;  August,  3  and  one-eighth  in  hospital,  12  and  two-thirds  prescribed  for;  Septem- 
ber, 3  and  one- third  in  hospital,  10  and  two-thirds  prescribed  for ;  October,  3  and  one- 
tenth  in  hospital,  9  and  one-third  prescribed  for ;  November,  3  and  one-third  in  hos- 
pital, 11  and  one-third  prescribed  for;  December.  4  and  one-tenth  in  hospital,  10  and 
one-third  prescribed  for. 

It  will  be  seen  hj  the  above,  that  tfiere  were  the  least  number  prescribed  for  in  the 
month  of  May,  which  may  be  set  down  as  the  time  when  the  most  universal  healdi 

Prevailed  ;  during  the  hot  days  and  cool  nights  of  August,  many  cases  of  diarrhcaa  and 
ysentery  occurred  which  required  attention. 
There  have  been  three  accidents  causing  fractures  of  bones,  only  one  of  which,  how- 
ever, was  serious.     That  one  occurred  in  the  mine,  and  was  occasioned  by  the  fidl  of 
a  portion  of  rock  from  the  roof  of  a  gallery,  crushing  a  man  beneath  it.    Four  fractures, 
in  different  members  of  his  body,  were  produced,  three  of  which  were  compound. 
The  subject  was  young  and  healthy,  and  the  fractures  all  kindly  and  rapidly  united.— 
The  laceration  and  contusion  of  the  muscles  of  the  leg  were  so  great  that  much  sloogh— " 
tng  and  loss  of  substance  ensued,  which  will  render  him  for  some  time  a  cripple. 
One  other  accident,  of  a  different  and  much  more  serious  nature,  has  also  occurred. - 
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bat  tfia  patient  bat  enturely  recovered  from  ita  effects.  This  was  a  woimd  of  the  abdo- 
,  with  protrusion  and  laceration  of  the  bgwels. 
The  ej..pcrience  of  the  past  year  compels  me  even  to  imagine,  that  under  ciromn- 
mces  tavorable  to  health,  which  every  prison  should  possess,  the  ratio  of  health  and 
loBffevity  of  States*  prison  convicts  should  not  only  be  equal  to,  but  even  exceed  that 
af  uose  in  ordinary  life,  for  they  certainly  enjoy  many  hygienic  advantages  from  which 
tese  in  ordinary  life,  either  from  wilfulness  or  necessity,  are  debarred. 

In  the  accidents  I  have  before  referred  to,  two  of  which  were  of  the  most  aggravated 
natore,  the  patients,  1  believe,  were  mainly  indebted  for  their  recovery  to  the  favorable 
circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed  by  their  prison  life.  The  case  in  which  three 
compound  fractures  were  simultaneous  in  one  individual,  I  may  venture  to  assert,  v^Vitdd 
have  ended  &vorably,  had  the  slightest  of  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  subject 


been  wanting. 

Bat  a  stronger  confirmation,  if  p<»sible,  is  furnished  by  the  2nd  case.  In  this  case  I 
Ibaod  the  patient  with  a  portion  of  intestine,  nearly  as  large  as  one's  fist,  protruding. 
It  was  filled  with  flatus  and  lacerated  upon  its  most  salient  point.  Upon  attempting  to 
raplace  it,  I  found  that  the  wound  by  which  it  had  escap^  was  entirely  too  small  to 
allow  its  re-pnssage.  To  replace  the  protroded  intestine,  I  found  it  necessary  to  enlarge 
llie  wound,  oy  carefully  dividing  with  a  bistoury  the  fibres  of  the  abdominal  muscles 
which  oppQ^d  themselves.  The  wound  was  then  drawn  together  by  a  few  strips  of 
adhesive  linen,  gentle  compression  maintained  by  means  of  a  few  folds  of  sofl  cotton, 
and  a  bandage,  and  the  whole  covered  by  the  warm  water  dressing.  At  the  close  of 
the  second  day.  the  sudden  cessation  of  pain  and  sinking  of  the  pulse,  cold  extremities, 
flttd  an  incessant  hiccough,  revealed  the  accession  of  mortification.  Being  still  unwilling 
to  give  up  all  attempts  to  save  him,  though  I  expected  that  death  would  terminate  his 
doubles  before  morning,  I  ordered  all  remedies  to  be  suspended,  with  the  exception 
of  the  regular  administration  of  stimuli,  at  short  intervals.  To  my  great  surprise  and 
gratification,  I  found  the  bad  symptoms  all  alleviated  in  the  mornmg.  Mortification, 
oowever,  haid  progressed,  and  apparently  terminated  by  the  throwing  off  of  the  wounded 

rion  of  intestine,  leaving  an  opening  opposite  the  external  wound,  through  which 
contents  of  the  bowels  freely  passed.  From  this  time  his  recovery  was  rapid,  al- 
tiiongh  he  was  afl^icted  with  that  most  disgusting  of  all  ailments,  the  unnatural  passage 
of  ail  the  contents  of  the  bowels  through  the  original  opening  in  the  groin. 

As  soon  as  his  strength  and  the  condition  of  the  wound  would  admit  of  it,  I  com- 
menced attempting  to  contract  and  unite  the  passage  by  cauterization,  and  after  several 
attempts  succeeded  entirely. 

JOSEPH  B.  BROWN,  Physician. 

AUBURN  PRISON. 
1843. — Inspectors'  Report. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  reference  to  the  Agent's  report,  that  the  amount  of  earnings 
upon  contracts  fall  short  of  those  of  last  year,  $10,745  52. 

A  glance  at  the  earnings  under  this  head  for  the  last  few  years,  will  show  when  this 
ttling  off  began,  and  a  reference  to  past  legislation  will  explain  the  cause. 

Earning*  upon  Coniraets,—lS36,  On  contracts  and  State  shop,  $47,148  39 ;  1837, 
50,145  75;  1838,46,469  65;  1839,46,464  10;  1840,57,322  99;  1841,58,750  26; 
1842,  59,091  24 ;  1843,  54,783  56 ;  1844,  44,038  04. 

The  present  decrease  of  these  earnings  is  to  be  referred  to  the  operation  of  the  act 
»f  April  9,  1842.  By  its  orovisions  no  convict  could  thereafter  be  employed  upon  any 
lontract,  except  in  the  trade  or  occnpation  he  should  come  certified  by  the  court  paas- 
Hg  sentence  to  have  learned  and  practiced  before  his  conviction,  unless  upon  the 
Oanufacture  of  articles,  the  greater  part  of  which  should  be  imported. 

A  continual  diminution  of  the  number  of  men  employed  upon  the  various  contracts 
ben  existing  was  the  conseouence.  Within  two  months  after  our  appointment,  eight 
if  these  contracts  were  declared  void  under  the  certificate  of  the  Attorney-General, 
oeording  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  before  mentioned. 

A  necessity  was  thus  produced  of  employing  fewer  men  upon  the  common  and  prof- 
tmble  mechanical  branches,  which  could  always  be  done  at  higher  prices,  in  conse- 
[uence  of  the  competition ;  and  of  seeking  the  employment  of  the  men  upon  such  terma 
•  ooold  be  obtained  in  new  branches  of  business,  which  are  authorized  by  the  act,  and 
lo  not  conflict  with  the  mechanical  trades  of  the  country.  A  large  number  of 
left  idle,  and  for  months  without  profitable  employment 
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It  will  be  Men  that  the  Agent  report!  an  amonnt  of  oatitanding  IkhUitiee  toon  ftUi^ 
due,  of  17,303  80. 

A  portion  of  this  sum  is  for  bailding  materials,  to  wit,  $2,347  40 ;  ooostraoting  water 
power,  2,000  00;  for  building  purposes,  in  the  statement  of  cash  paid  during  the  year, 
3^196  3d ;  making  an  as^regate  of  $7,543  79,  which  has  been,  and  will  from  necessity 
be  diverted  from  the  ordinary  support  of  the  prison,  and  applied  to  building  and  repain^ 
for  the  preservation  of  the  State  property,  and  to  inmish  convenient  shop  room  for  the 
profitable  employment  of  the  convicts. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  payment  of  the  outstanding  liabilities,  together  with  the 
current  support  of  the  prison,  ana  the  necessary  calls  for  silk,  cocoons,  etc.,  will  pr^ 
vent  the  Agent  erecting  the  Bhop  referred  to,  without  the  direct  aid  of  the  Legislature 
£)r  that  purpose.     The  Agent  estimates  that  it  can  be  erected  for  about  $4,500. 

By  the  contract  with  Mr.  Barber,  referred  to  by  the  Agent,  he  has  the  option  of 
taking  200  men  upon  his  contract,  and  the  State  is  bound  to  furnish  convenient  shop 
room;    This  cannot  well  be  done  without  the  construction  of  the  new  shop  as  proposeiL 

It  is  our  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
p'ruton  building  and  shops  against  the  wall.  The  main  buildmg,  including  the  north 
and  south  wings,  were  erected  upwards  of  twenty-five  years  since,  and  they  now  are 
in  need  of  extensive  repairs.  The  roo&  are  in  a  leaky  and  bad  condition,  the  hall  floor 
requires  relaying,  and  the  cabinet  shop,  spin  shop,  comb  shop,  machine  shop,  and  silk 
shop,  are  all  worn  out  and  leaky.  They  are  in  no  respect  fit  for  permanent  use, 
and  cannot  be  repaired  so  as  to  bo  fit  for  the  present  increased  business  of  the  prison. 

It  is  estimated,  that  to  rebnild  these  shops  and  make  the  indispensable  repairs  to  the 
maiu  prison  buildings,  erect  the  rau^e  of  shop  referred  to  in  his  report  and  before  mear 
tioned,  and  to  pay  the  existing  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  $2,347  40  for  materia  for 
extraordinary  repairs  made  during  the  present  season,  will  require  the  sum  of  $10,000. 
The  finances  of  the  prison  furnish  no  means  for  these  purposes,  and  it  is  referred  to  the 
Legislature  for  their  aid. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  number  of  convicts  is  now  larger  than  at  any  former 
period — 771.  The  number  received  during  the  past  year  is  263,  being  19  more  than 
during  the  year  previous,  while  the  number  now  in  prison  is  59  greater  than  on  the  Ist 
January,  1843.    Of  the  number  received  during  the  year,  only  21  were  recommitments. 

8.  A.  GOODWIN, 
WM.  H.  NOBLE, 
M.  S.  MYERS, 
SAMUEL  BROWN, 
ELUAH  WHEELER, 

1843. — Agent's  Report. 

On  the  1st  day  of  August  last,  having  given  legal  notice  of  the  same,  the  following 
contracts  were  let,  namely,  cabinet  and  chiur  makers,  5  years  from  1st  November,  1843, 
at  49  1-10  per  day ;  tailors,  5  years  fit>m  1st  January,  1844,  at  50  1-10 ;  tool  makers, 
5  years  from  Ist  September,  1843,  at  32j| ;  shoemakers,  5  years  from  1st  November, 
1843,  at  56 ;  comb  and  button  makers,  3  years  from  1st  November,  1843,  at  32 ;  bame 
and  saddle-tree  makers,  and  lace  weavers  and  platers,  5  yean  from  1st  August,  1843, 
at  30 ;  Brussels  and  insrain  carpeting,  5  years  from  1st  August,  1843,  at  30;  ooopen, 
2  years  from  1st  Novemoer,  1843,  at  37 j|  cents  per  day. 

The  previous  existing  contracts,  not  annulled,  are  as  follows:  — 

Ca/Zf rjf.— Ibbotson  and  Homer,  from  10  to  300  convicts  for  5  years  from  the  1ft  of 
May,  1843,  at  30  cents  per  day.  This  contract  was  made  with  James  Homer,  let  of 
January,  1843. 

Maehine. — Dennis,  Wood,  and  Russell.  Contract  executed  10th  January,  1843,  for 
5  years  from  the  1st  of  June,  1843,  at  35  cents  per  day,  number  limited  to  40  men. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  amount  of  earamgs  upon  contracts  falls  short  c^  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  to  the  amount  of  $10,745  52,  which  is  principally  attributable  to 
the  opemtion  of  the  act  of  April  9th,  1842 ;  other  causes,  beyona  the  control  of  the 
Agent,  may  have  combined  in  some  small  degree  to  produce  this  disastrous  result. 

I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  or  incunobent  upon  me  to  attempt  to  swell  the 
amount  of  convict  earnings  by  addmg  to  the  statement  here  referred  to,  an  ettimata  of 
the  valae  of  convict  labor  during  the  year,  expended  in  buildins  and  repairs  for  the 
State ;  suflSce  it  to  say,  that  as  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  an  average  of  nearly  60  convicts, 
carpenters,  masons,  and  tenders,  have  been  constantly  employed  during  the  year  ending' 
30th  September  last,  (which,  at  the  rate  of  30  cents  per  day  each,  would  amount  tb  th» 


Inspecton. 
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i«m  of  $5,616,)  in  finuhing  the  catleiy  ■hop,  which  was  not  incloaed  at  the  oommenoe- 
iMot  of  the  fiitcal  year  thus  ending ;  nor  was  it  completed  until  alter  the  conunence- 
nent  of  mv  agency. 

Binoe  which,  the  following  named  repairs  have  been  made : — The  wall  of  the  west 
yard,  on  the  north  and  west,  has  been  raised  8  feet  in  height,  being  3  feet  in  thickness, 
to  the  extent  of  about  750  feet,  and  a  substantial  covering  and  railing  put  upon  the  same, 
to  the  extent  of  1,000  feet. 

The  entire  roo&  of  the  outer  walls  of  the  original  or  front  yard,  to  the  extent  of  about 
1,500  feet,  have  been  re-shingled,  and  a  new  plank  walk  and  railing  affixed  to  the  same 
extent. 

About  one-half  of  the  old  workshops  have  been  new  shingled  and  otherwise  repaired. 
Several  others  of  the  old  shops  are  m  a  condition  requirine  the  same  repairs,  but  the 
want  of  means,  and  the  early  fall  rains,  have  prevented  rarther  progress  the  present 
season,  about  450,000  shinffles  having  been  laid  in  all.  A  cut  stone  walk  has  been 
kud  in  front  of  the  cutlery  shop  9  feet  m  width  and  425  feet  in  length,  besides  erecting 
a  substantial  stone  dam  across  the  Owasco  outlet,  at  the  south-west  comer  of  the  prison 
yard,  with  suitable  guard  locks,  etc., — grading  and  leveling  the  west  yard,  removing 
several  old  shops,  cross-walls,  etc. 

Allow  me  here  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  completing  the  north  range  of 
workshops,  by  an  addition  of  217  feet  to  the  east  end  of  the  present  hame  shop,  as 
ori^naUv  contemplated  ;  which  it  is  estimated  will  require  a  cash  expenditure  for  ma- 
tends  of  at  least  f  4,500. 

A  fraction  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  convicts  are  now  employed  upon  contracts, 
and  many  of  them  being  invalids,  aged,  etc.,  are  let  at  half  price ;  and  about  one-third 
of  the  whole  number  are  producing  nothing  towards  their  support,  being  employed 
apon  repairs,  sawing  and  splitting  nre  wooH,  as  cooks,  waiters,  hfdl  tenders,  ana  in 
toe  hospital,  etc. 

It  app^uns  from  the  books  of  the  prison,  that  there  has  been  expended  during  the 
year  ending  30th  September  last,  m  cash,  for  the  ordinary  support  of  the  prison, 
and  exclusive  of  the  amount  paid  for  raw  silk,  cocoons,  building  matecuds,  (other 
than  fi>r  ordinary  repairs,)  and  transporting  convicts  to  the  House  of  Refuge,  the 
sum  of  $47,043  39,  and  that  the  prison  was  at  that  time  indebted  to  sundry  indi- 
viduals for — 

Supplies  for  ordinary  support,  to  wit — wood,  wool,  leather,  oil,  medicine,  stationery, 
etc.,  $2,434  39.     Making  a  total  expense  for  ordinary  support  of  $49,477  78. 

The  total  amount  of  earninss  by  convict  labor  upon  contracts  and  other  sources  of 
income,  exclusive  of  convict  labor  in  building  and  repairs,  as  per  statement  No.  1,  be- 
ing $474^40  89.  Making  an  excess  for  ordinary  support  over  available  earnings, 
of  $2,236  89. 

Under  your  advice  and  sanction,  I  concluded  a  contract  on  the  12th  of  July  last,  with 
Messrs.  Ibbotson  &  Homer,  for  conducting  the  surplus  or  waste  water  from  the  main 
prison  dam  to  the  cutlery  shop  in  the  west  yard,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  water 
power  for  the  use  of  said  shop,  at  an  expense  to  the  State  of  $2,000,  to  oe  paid  in  con- 
vict labor,  at  30  cents  per  day,  upon  the  condition,  that  should  said  water  fail  to  afford 
a  fifteen  horse  power,  upon  an  average,  six  months  in  each  year  during  the  term  of 
their  contract,  the  said  contractors  are  bound  to  refund  to  the  State  one-half  of  ^e 
above-named  sum.  The  work  is  now  completed  in  a  very  durable  manner,  and  bids 
&ir  to  answer  fully  the  anticipated  purpose. 

During  the  period  of  my  agency,  I  have  made  it  a  condition  in  each  and  every  con- 
tract let,  that  tne  amount  of  earnings  be  paid  promptly  at  the  expiration  of  each  and 
every  month. 

The  items  under  the  head  of  silk,  tvnst,  etc.,  on  hand,  in  statement  No.  5,  amountmg 
to  $6,575  69,  consists  of  sewine  sOk,  twist,  raw  silk,  cocoons,  and  waste.  There  was, 
on  the  30th  September  last,  on  nand  at  the  prison  and  in  market  in  New  York,  on  com- 
Qaiaeion,  about  650lbs.  sewing  silk  and  twist,  which,  at  the  estimated  price  or  value, 
Would  amount  to  about  $4,225. 

If  I  am  correctly  informed,  our  markets  are  and  have  been,  since  June,  1841,  unusn- 
tUj  overstocked  with  foreign  sewings :  and  unfortunately  for  the  silk  enterprise  in  this 
ooantry,  (whether  brought  about  by  design  or  not,)  the  price  of  the  article  has  depre- 
QiBted  since  that  period  about  one-third,  which,  in  connection  with  the  unusual  supji^^ 
Ul  market,  renders  it  impossible  for  us  to  find  a  ready  cash  market  for  the  silk  made 
here  at  a  price  much  if  any  above  its  cost 

The  inventory  of  State  property  on  hand  30th  September  last,  fidls  short  in  amomit 
off  UMt  taken  the  preceding  year  $2,380  71. 
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It  win  not  be  expected  that  I  am  to  acootmt  for  thu  discrepancy  in  detail.  An  < 
new  yaloation  has  been  put  upon  most  of  the  property,  in  this  instance,  with  little  ref* 
erence  to  former  inventories ;  and  I  find  in  the  single  item  of  tools  belonging  to  tiie 
State,  and  which  have  been  let  for  a  number  of  years  past  with  the  shoe  sind  coopers' 
contracts,  a  difference,  less,  of  $1,3G5  35  in  the  valuation.  Most  of  the  property  is  very 
perishable,  and  constantly  changing,  as  well  in  kind  as  value. 

There  was  a  less  quantity  of  silk  on  hand  the  present  than  the  preceding  year,  and 
that  now  on  hand  is  valued  less  per  pound  seventy-five  cents,  than  the  prec^cUng 
the  quantity  of  fire  wood  is  also  much  less  than  the  last  year. 

The  earnings  of  this  prison  during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1843,  i 
follows  :— 

Ffwn  Convict  Labor  upon  Contracts. — Coopers  shop,  $3,276  65;  tool  shop,  2,662  95; 
cotton  weave  shop,  1,120  80;  tailor  shop,  2.702  70;  comb  shop,  2,462  66;  machine 
shop,  4,404  87;  hame  shop,  4,145  85  ;  caoinet  shop,  6,065  05 ;  carpet  shop,  8,992  43; 
shoe  shop,  4,027  70  ;  stone  shop,  1.631  14;  button  shop,  1,247  37  ;  cutlery  shop, 
1,068  37  ;  optic  shop,  229  50 :  total,  $44,038  04. 

MiseelianeouM — Fees  received  fiY>m  persons  visiting  the  prison,  $1,704  11;  cash  re- 
ceived for  articles  sold,  job  work,  and  keeping  U.  States  convicts,  575  82 ;  sandry  smaD 
amounts  for  silk,  stone,  keeping  17.  States  convicts,  etc.,  567  22 ;  accounts  agamat  the 
coonties  of  Monroe,  Niagara,  and  Clinton,  for  fees  and  expenses  in  removing  convicts 
to  the  House  of  Refuge,  New  York,  535  70 :  total,  $3,202  85.  Whole  amount,  labor 
and  miscellaneous,  $47,240  89. 

Cash  reeeivedf  ttndfrom  what  MOureeM,  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1843.-— 
October  1,  1842:  balance  from  last  year's  account  brought  forward,  $1,235  30;  from 
cooper  shop,  3,485  48 ;  tool  shop,  3,383  11 ;  cotton  weave  shop,  961  68 ;  carpet  shop, 
9,071  07;  tailors  shop,  2,029  91 ;  shoe  shop,  4,028  00;  machine  shop,  5,366  49;  comb 
shop,  1,819  82  :  button  shop,  1,216  62 ;  cabinet  shop,  6,887  18 ;  hame  shop,  4,135  92; 
itone  shop,  3,040  10;  silk  shop,  7,050  24 ;  convicts'  deposits,  101  00;  visitors'  deposits, 
1,704  11;  prison — miscellaneous,  1,270  63:  total,  $56,776  66.  Total  amonnt  oi  cash 
received,  ejclusive  of  old  balance,  $55,541  36. 

Cash  expended  for  general  support y  repairs f  ete.f  during  the  year  ending  September 
90,  1843.— For  rations,  $12,222  25  ;  hospital  stores,  416  04 ;  clothing  and  bedding, 
4,388  86:  firewood,  oil,  etc.,  3,418  82;  building  and  repairs,  3,196  39;  hay,  gram, 
etc,  27  38 ;  stock,  coal,  tools,  242  74  ;  printing  and  stationery,  332  82 ;  aflk  abip, 
stock,  7,009  95 ;  discharged  convicts  and  transporting  do.,  900  94;  salaries  of  prison 
officers,  15,399  15;  pay  of  guard,  6,760  60;  inspectors,  887  00;  miscellaneooa,  1,306  10; 
balance  to  new  account,  2ffr  62 :  total,  $56,776  66. 

J.  BEARD8LEY,  Agent 

1843. — Keeper's  Report. 

Nearly  three  hundred  convicts  have  received  instruction  weekly  in  the  Sabbath 
■ohool.  About  one  hundred  are  taught  to  read,  and  the  remainder  are  instructed  in  te 
Imowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  oftheir  moral  and  religious  obligations.  All  the  coo- 
▼icts,  except  the  sick,  attend  religious  service  on  Sunday,  and  an  audience  more  orderiy 
or  attentive  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  religious  congregation. 

In  the  management  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  men,  although  punishment  is  some- 
times necessary,  it  is  not  the  only  means  of  maintaining  order,  and  preserving  discK 
pline  among  them.    Lil^e  other  men,  most  of  them  are  susceptible  of  gratitude  for  good, 
treatment.     The  officer  should  preserve  before  them  an  even  and  dignified  deport-^ 
ment,  equally  removed  from  familiarity  and  harshness.     He  need  not  play  the  tyrant,^ 
or  address  them  in  a  tone  or  with  language  calculated  to  excite  vindictive  feelinga.   He^ 
should  always  be  calm  and  equable,  and  may  speak  to  an  obedient  convict  in  a  to 
of  mildness,  and  even  of  kindness,  without  diminishing  his  authority.    Vigilance 
more  effectual  than  the  lash  in  preventing  disorderly  conduct     When  the  convicta  i 
constantly  watched,  they  are  not  likely  to  conmiit  acts  which  they  know  wDl  aatg 
them  to  punishment. 

The  extension  of  the  shops  has  made  it  necessary  to  employ  four  instead  of  two 
the  guards  for  a  night  watch,  in  order  to  prevent  fires.    AU  the  officers  that  can 
ap^wmted,  are  constantly  needed,  and  in  case  of  sickness  it  is  with  difficulty  that 
duties  can  be  discharged.    But  a  small  portion  of  the  convicts  that  will  be  received 
be  employed,  except  on  the  new  contracts  for  the  manufocture  of  cudery,  and  Bnu 
carpetmg.    If  these  branches  be  extended,  as  contemplated,  or  new  branches  be  intr9- 
duoed,  without  consolidatmg  or  discontinuing  oUier  branches  of  boiiiiesB,  moro  oflioer* 
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'Will  bo  indiapeiiMble,  in  order  to  keep  uj)  the  discipline  of  the  priion.  And  I  would 
rotpectfullj  suggest,  whether  it  be  not  advisable  for  the  board  to  apply  for  tathorkj 
to  appoint,  if  it  shall  be  foond  necessary,  foar  additional  assistant  keepers. 

U.  F.  DOUBLEDAY,  Keeper. 

1843. — Physician's  Report. 

With  two  exceptions,  the  diseases  of  the  prison  daring  the  past  year  have  not  dif^ 
finred  very  essentially  from  those  of  the  surrounding  country. 

The  first  exception  is  a  very  great  amount  of  disease  of  the  lungs  during  the  spring 
and  fall  months. 

The  second  exception  is  a  slight  appearance  during  the  summer  of  the  scurvy. 

In  the  month  of  June,  the  epidemic  influenza,  which  prevailed  throughout  the  north- 
ern and  eastern  parts  of  the  United  States,  found  its  way  into  this  prison,  and  daring 
die  short  space  or  4  or  5  days,  it  attacked  more  than  half  of  the  whole  number  of  coik> 
victs.  It  snowed  itself  in  all  grades,  from  the  slightest  to  the  severest,  while  it  lasted, 
and  disappeared  almost  as  rapidly  as  it  came.  At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  from  its  com* 
mencemeut  there  was  left  halrdly  a  case  of  it  in  the  prison.  The  general  health  of  tho 
convicts  has  been  at  no  time  since  my  appointment  as  good  as  immediately  after  the 
disappearance  of  this  disease ;  and  1  have  to  congratulate  the  board  of  Inspectors,  that 
iStmt  though  more  than  400  of  the  convicts  were  sick  with  this  disease,  no  lives  were 
lost  by  it,  and  the  labor  of  the  prison  was  not  very  materially  interrupted. 

In  addition  to  those  already  mentioned,  diarrhcBa  and  rheumatism  have  constitated 
the  principal  diseases  from  which  the  convicts  have  suflfered,  not  taking  into  consider*- 
tkm  those  which  they  brins  with  them  into  the  prison,  or  which  result  fix>m  coniti* 
tntions  previously  impaired  oy  intemperance  or  an  irregular  life. 

The  deaths  in  the  prison  the  1st  day  of  January,  1843,  to  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1844,  have  been  from  disease,  9 ;  from  accidental  fracture  of  the  skull,  1 ;  from  sui- 
Qide,  1;  in  all  11;  namely — Diseased  lungs,  5;  acute  rheumatism,  1;  lumbar  ab- 
•ceas,  1 ;  acute  gastritis,  1 ;  tumor  in  brain,  1. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  this  prison  yearly,  is  somewhat  diminished  by  pardona. 

The  number  of  pardons  for  the  last  10  years  have  been  as  follows,  namely:  Jn  1834, 
49  pardons;  in  1835,54;  in  1836,  45;  in  1837,35;  in  1838,  57;  in  1839,14;  m 
1840,  33 ;  in  1841,  35 ;  in  1842,  38  ;  in  1843,  38. 

Aa  it  has  long  been  a  principle  upon  which  pardons  have  been  granted,  that  they 
wore  necessary  to  save  life,  it  is  safe  to  presume,  in  the  absence  of  actual  information, 
that  an  equal  proportion  of  the  above  pardons  have  been  yearly  granted  for  such  rea* 
•on.  The  past  year  the  number  of  pardons  granted  for  this  reason  has  been  12.  Of 
these  I  have  ascertained  that  6  have  perfectly  recovered  and  that  1  has  died,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  2  more  are  not,  or  would  not  have  been  living  at  this  date,  if  they 
had  remained  in  the  priso^.  If,  then,  the  present  year  is  a  fair  ^de  in  this  matter, 
Sbere  should  be  added  to  the  yearly  report  of  deaths,  2,  or  3,  if  it  is  desired  to  compare 
the  mortality  in  this  prison  with  that  of  others,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
■afest  mode  of  confinement  for  the  health  of  convicts. 

In  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  diseases  of  the  lungs  in  the  prison,  J  believe  itjna 
Hot  been  peculiar  to  this  year,  save  perhaps  in  bearing  a  larger  proportion  to  the  other 
diseases  tnan  usual.  From  the  list  subjoined  of  diseases  causmg  death  in  this  priaon 
•ince  its  establishment,  it  will  appear  that  nearly  half  of  all  these  deaths  have  been 
Inym  diseases  of  the  lungs.  Since  1817  there  have  died  in  this  prison :  From  phthiiis 
pnlmonalis,  93 ;  phthisis,  complicated  with  lues,  3 ;  phthisis,  complicated  with  ana- 
I,  3 ;  phthisis,  complicated  with  hydrocephalus,  1 ;  phthisis  catarrhalis,  1 ;  phthisis, 


complicated  with  hydrothorax,  1 ;  phthisis,  complicated  with  ascites,  etc.,  1 ;  pneumo- 
nia, acute,  13 ;  pneumonia,  chronic,  2 ;  pneumonia,  complicated  with  hydrothorax,  1 ; 
poeamonia,  complicated  with  measles,  1 ;  bronchitis,  1 ;  hemoptysis,  1 ;  hemoptysis, 
complicated  with  anasarca,  1 ;  abscess  in  the  lungs,  3 ;  hydrothorax,  2 ;  hydrothorax 
^nd  dropsy  of  heart,  1 ;  anasarca,  1 ;  anasarca  and  insanity,  1 ;  fever,  3 ;  fever,  remit- 
ting, 2 ;  fever,  typhus,  10 ;  angina  pectoris,  1 ;  inflammation  of  brain,  acute,  1 ;  in- 
Qammation  of  brain,  chronic,  2 ;  tumor  on  cerebellum,  1 ;  insanity  and  gastric  de- 
rangement, 1 ;  hemiplegia,  2 ;  gastritis,  acute,  2 ;  ^tritis,  chronic,  1 ;  dysentery,  1 ; 
dysentery,  complicated  with  diseased  heart,  1 ;  peritonitis,  chronic,  1 ;  pentoiutis,  con- 
^aquent  on  parturition,  1 ;  rheumatism,  acute,  1 ;  rheumatism,  chronic,  1 ;  disease  of 
Mlems,  1 ;  bulimia,  1 ;  lumbar  abscess,  2 ;  echirrhas  testis,  1 ;  scrofula,  4 ;  lues  venerea, 
aaooodary,  1 ;  sctury,  1 ;  asthenia,  2 ;  atrophy,  5 ;  compound  fracturo  of  skull,  1 ;  be- 
Wg  kiUed  by  a  oonnct,  1 ;  asthma,  with  geoiml  debility,  1 ;  asthma,  with  dropsy,  8 ; 
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anasarca  and  ulcerated  liver,  1 ;  aicites,  4 ;  iTiiochaa,  4 ;  ccmatilutkmai  fivfier,  1 ;  d» 
eased  heart,  1 ;  dropsy  of  the  pericardiam,  1 ;  apoplexy,  2 ;  h^drocephaloii  1 ;  iBHa. 
ity,  diarrfacea  and  debility,  1 ;  epilepsy,*  1 ;  chronic  diseaae  of  spine,  1 ;  bematnmerfi^  1; 
enteritis,  acate,  2 ;  enteritis,  cnronic,  1 ;  chronic  diarrhcea,  2 ;  hepatitis,  acute,  1;  be* 
patitis,  chronic,  2  ;  abRcess  of  liver,  1 ;  erysipelas,  2 ;  mortification,  1 ;  ptoaa  abscew,  1 ; 
nstular  in  perineo,  1 ;  osteo  sarcoma  of  inlenor  maxilla,  1 ;  scrofulous  swelling  of  knee, 
1 ;  lues  venerea,  with  erysipelas  and  dn)nsy,  1 ;  tabes,  1 ;  asthenia  and  chronic  diar- 
fhflBa,  1 ;  cachexia,  1 ;  suflfucation  by  accident,  1 ;  suicide,  5. 

,  The  above  list  has  been  taken  from  the  records  of  the  prison,  and  yet  I  cannot  be- 
liere,  from  my  own  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  the  prison,  limited  though  it  la,  that 
the  extraordinary  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  phthisis,  is  correct.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  diseases  so  called  have  been  laenneis,  latent  pnaumoDia, 
and  other  pulmonary  diseases,  instead  of  tubercular  consumption.  The  fact,  however, 
■till  renuiins  unquestioned,  that  they  have  been  some  form  of  disease  of  the  lunca,  and 
tito  question  arises,  has  confinement  produced  such  disease  in  this  prison  f  Mr  own 
experience  has  been  that  it  has  not.  And  I  may  say  here,  I  have  found  the  principal 
eroct  of  confinement  to  be,  that  it  retards  and  renders  diflicult,  amvalescenee  mm  m- 
ease.  I  have  seldom  known  it  to  produce  any  distinct  disease.  I  speak  now  of  Diera 
confinement.  The  gloom  and  despondency  that  affects  some  of  the  couTicts  from 
brooding  over  their  situations,  frequently  enfeebles  both  body  and  mind,  and  if  their 
confinement  was  unreasonably  protracted,  would  eventually  destroy  life ;  and  yet  the 
class  of  diseases  that  would  legitimately  result  from  such  causes,  as  appears  from  iibe 
above  list,  have  produced  death  in  but  very  few  instances,  provided  my  opinion  of 
tiiioae  called  phthisis  is  correct.  I  believe  the  chief  canse  of  these  diseases  of  tftm  longs 
has  been  tlie  difficulty  of  guarding  the  convicts  from  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weatftmr  of 
this  climate  by  tho.se  precautions  practiced  with  so  much  care  by  the  conunnnity. 
During  the  stormy  and  changeable  seasons  of  the  year,  from  the  arrangements  neoes- 
my  for  the'ur  employment  and  safe  keeping,  they  are  exposed  to  sudden  cold,  and  to 
be  frequently  wet  when  passing  from  their  heated  shops  to  their  ceUs ;  and  they  can- 
not have  an  opportunity  of  clianging  their  wet  clothes,  nor  of  drying  them.  It  seems 
to  me  that  much  of  this  difficulty  might  be  avoided  by  the  construction  of  a  anitriile 
covering  between  the  shops  and  cells. 

Another  cause,  probably,  is  that  the  cells  are  arranged  in  tiers,  one  above  another,  to 
the  number  of  five.  The  fact,  that  there  is  more  of  such  disease  among  the  ooavicd 
confined  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  galleries,  than  in  the  lower  ones,  seems  conclnsive  on 
this  point.  The  air  on  the  fiflh  gallery  during  Sundays,  and  in  the  mornings  of  the 
short  days  of  the  year,  when  the  convicts  have  been  locked  up  fourteen  or  fifteen  hoars 
for  the  night,  becomes  very  offensive,  notwithstanding  the  use  of  all  safe  means  of  ven- 
tilation. From  this,  it  would  seem,  that  cells  should  not  be  constructed  more  dna 
three  ranges  in  height  to  the  extent,  and  that  the  ceiling  should  be  high  above  the 
topmost  range,  as  well  as  contain  good  ventilators. 

Great  care  is  required  also  to  secure  thorough  ventilation  in  those  ahopa  where  the 
coal  is  employed  in  their  mechanical  operations. 

Immediately  after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  Physician,  I  made  the  subject  of  pas' 
ishment  with  cold  water  a  matter  of  thorough  investigation,  and  came  to  the  conchh' 
sion,  that  when  managed  ho  as  to  form  an  efficient  means  of  punishment,  it  would  hep 
dancerous  to  health  and  life. 

Number  of  Deaths  for  each  month  from  1818  to  1843. — January,  IJJ  deaths;    Feb-^ 
mary,  12;   March,  16;  April,  25;   May,  26 ;  June,  24;  July,  21 ;   August,  26; 
tember,  19;  October,  20;  November,  21 ;  December,  17. 

For  yearly  statement  of  deaths  since  1817,  see  second  Report. 

THEO.  DIMON,  Phyndan. 


1848. — Chaplain's  Report. 

During  my  short  experience  in  the  duties  devolving  upon  me,  it  has  been  my  cqhm--^ 
stant  care  to  render  every  possible  service,  as  far  as  the  conduct  and  happiness  of  th<^ 
convicts  is  concerned,  by  associating  with  the  officers,  and  by  personal  visits,  in  woam^ 
and  religious  conversation  with  the  convicts  while  in  Uieir  cells  oy  night. 

Amouc  the  convicts  I  find  a  warm  and  hearty  reception. 

Our  Saobath  school  processes  finely.  It  is  a  delightful  scene  to  see  more  than  260  oT 
those  men,  selected  from  the  vast  multitude  here,  as  the  most  illiterate  and  needy,  waan^J 
seated  in  some  forty  companies,  either  learning  to  read,  repeating  portions  of  the  sacreo 
vo?'ime,  or  listening  with  profound  attention  to  the  pious  instructions  of  their  —  * 
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leetiiigs  of  worship  are  eojojed  with  an  increasing  ioteresty  and  many  of  the 
appear  to  worsliip  as  devoutly  sincere  as  any  other  congregation,  and  I  doobt 
are  so. 

good  reason  to  believe  that  several  have  become  truly  pious  within  the  Ikat 
ince  the  Agent  has  caused  some  raised  seats  to  be  erected  for  the  choir,  our 
lave  done  honor  to  themselves,  and  rendered  material  assistance  in  omr  devo- 
srcises. 

ible  is  the  standard  work  for  the  perusal  of  those  men,  and  some  of  them  read 
book. 

;ent  has  recently  furnished  two  dozen  of  Colbum's  mental  arithmetic,  which 
naeful  to  men  deprived  of  .the  use  of  slates,  and  other  means  of  mathematical 
n ;  these  also  are  all  taken  up  and  more  called  for.  There  is  also  a  lack  of 
ooks  for  all  who  wish  to  read  them.  We  have  a  tolerable  supply  of  tracts  on 
t  they  are  mostly  of  the  same  impression  with  those  which  nave  been  given 
often  read  by  nearly  all  who  have  a  desire  for  such  readhig,  mitil  the  subjecti 
ome  familiar  and  uninteresting.  If  we  had  a  few  thousand  pages  more,  of  a 
f  V,  it  would  add  much  to  the  reading  interest  of  the  olace,  aud  uut  only  prove 
Of  quietness  to  the  convicts  during  the  dull  hourn  ot  solitude,  but  always  go 
rds  establishing  such  moral  principles  in  the  mind,  as  would  greatly  promote 
vidual  happiness  and  reformation. 

principle  of  philosophy,  incorporated  with  the  very  nature  of  man,  that  an 
punishment  will  defeat  the  object ;  and  ill  treatment  will  produce,  instead  of 
ig,  the  worst  of  passions. 

O.  E.  MORRILL,  Chaplain. 

« 

1842. — Inspectors'  Report. 

he  date  of  the  Agent's  report,  herewith  transmitted,  a  contract  has  been  let  for 
X9  of  not  less  th:m  10  nor  more  than  300  convicts,  for  the  term  of  five  year8» 
ts  per  day,  the  contractor  to  furnish  his  own  water  or  steam  power ;  said  con- 
ye  employed  in  tho  manufiicture  of  files,  and  such  articles  of  cutlery  as  are 
'  foreign  production. 

spectors  are  happy  to  state  that  within  the  last  year  the  former  mode  of  pmi- 
e  convicts,  by  whipping  for  infringement  of  the  rules  of  the  prison,  has  been 
holly  abandoned,  and  as  a  substitute  the  application  of  cold  water  in  the  form 
ring  or  pouring  upon  the  naked  head  and  body  has  been  adopted :  and  we  are 
1  mat  in  a  very  great  majority  of  cases  it  has  the  desired  efiect  of  subduing  the 
tnt  and  refractory,  while  at   tKe   same  time   the  self-respect  of  the  man  la 

ft* 

is  a  larger  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison  on  the  21st  ult.  than  at  any 
iod  since  the  establislmient  of  tliis  institution,  and  we  believe  a  larger  number 
during  the  last  year  than  during  any  previous  year.  The  cause  of  this  increase 
cannot  be  mistaken.  The  recent  suspension  of  our  public  works,  and  the  gen- 
lation  of  business,  and  consequent  want  of  employ  by  a  very  numerous  claia 
(fortunate  citizens,  is  beyond  doubt  at  this  time  the  most  prolific  source  of 

f  the  convicts  sentenced  to  this  prison  are  in  the  Ltmatic  Asylum,  near  New 

an  expense  to  the  prison  of  three  dollars  each  per  week. 

PETER  G.  FOSDICK, 

E.  A.  HOWLAND, 

HARVEY  LYON,  >  Inspecton. 

H.  1VI80N,  Jr., 

BENJAMIN  ABHBY, 

1842. — Agent's  Report. 

imings  of  this  prison  during  the  year  by  convict  labor,  erection  of  workshops, 

i  follows : — 

r  shop,  $4,738  04 ;  tool  shop,  3,955  98 ;  cotton  weave  shop,  2,653  91 ;  tailom 

51  85 ;  comb  shop,  4,441  92 ;  machine  shop,  5,279  45:  hame  shop,  7,291  16; 

tiop,  7,803  50;  carpet  shop,  7,920  22;  shoe  shop,  4,204  70;  stone  shop,  3,143- 

1,  154,783  56. 

kmeout. — Fees  received  from  persons  visiting  the  prison,  $1,692  75 ;  job  work 

lea  sold  for  cash,  same  incloded  in  inventory  of  September  30,  1841, 1,173  88; 
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■ondry  small  acoonnts,  contracted  during  the  year  for  convict  labor,  ■tone,  nlk,  eto  , 
told,  same  included  in  last  year*tf  inventory,  665  30 ;  convict  labor  in  laying  630  perch 
stone  ou  soath  wall,  5s.,  393  75  ;  cash  received  of  railroad  company  for  filling  up  and 
grading  street,  500  00 ;  accounts  against  counties  of  Erie,  Broome,  Monroe,  and  Ch^ 
nango,  for  fees  and  expenses  in  removing  convicts  to  house  of  refuge,  New  York,  363 
45;  materials  and  convict  labor  in  erecting  new  workshop,  and  finishing  the  ooo 
erected  last  year,  13,746  48;  excess  of  inventory  of  30ih  September,  1842,  over  that 
of  last  year,  in  silk  and  other  propert]r  on  band,  8,029  98  :  total,  $26,565  59. 

Total  amount  of  cash  expended  durins  the  ^ear,  $67,870  69 ;  excess  of  eanungi  cnrer 
and  above  ordinary  genei'al  support  of  the  pnson,  $13,478  36. 

Statement  of  Cash  received. — Balance  from  last  year's  account,  $4,664  97 ;  ooopen 
shop,  5,423  16  ;  tool  shop,  4,178  68 ;  cotton  weave  shop,  3,463  37  ;  carpet  shop,  8,356 
68 ;  tailors  shop,  3,365  42  :  shoe  shop,  4,476  10;  machine  shop,  5,801  46;  combahop, 
4,196  96;  cabinet  shop,  7,904  60;  hame  shop,  7,659  12;  stone  shop,  4,465  64;  new 
shop — "building  and  repairs,'*  act  brick  sold  railroad  company,  1,000  00;  ooDTicta' 
deposits,  89  40 ;  visitors,  1,692  75 ;  prison,  articles  sold,  etc.,  including  railroad  job,  and 
sale  of  land  to  railroad  company,  2,368  38 :  total,  $69,106  09. 

Cash  expended, — Rations,  $16,274  03 ;  hospital  stores,  502  67 ;  clothing  and  bedding, 
4,033  55;  fire  wood,  oil,  etc.,  1,316  05;  building  and  repairs,  12,529  88;  hay,  grain, 
etc.,  39  67 ;  stock,  coal,  materials,  tools,  etc.,  including  silk  and  cocoons,  6,9&  95; 
printing  and  stationery.  104  70 ;  discharged  convicts,  and  transportation  of  the  aame, 
1,049  09 ;  salaries  of  prison  officers,  15,199  11 ;  pay  of  guards,  6,495  00 ;  intpecton  of 
prison,  693  30  ;  miscellaneous,  2,649  79  :  total,  $67,870  79.  Balance  in  the  bands  of 
the  agent.  $1,;J35  30. 

The  following  stjitement  exhibits  the  total  amount  of  the  available  funds  of  the  prison 
on  the  30th  September.  1342 : — 

Balunce  of  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  agent,  $1,235  30;  balances  due  from  contractors, 
exclusive  of  the  three  months'  credit  allowed  each  by  conditions  of  contracts,  12,535  56 ; 
■nndry  small  accounts  for  stone,  silk,  etc.,  recently  contracted,  655  30;  sewins  ailk, 
twist,  reeled  silk,  and  cocoons  on  hand,  8,779  56 :  total,  $23,255  72.  Also  a  lot  of 
joiners'  tools  had  of  Young  and  Mc  Master,  now  on  sale  with  Messrs.  Curtis  and  Hand 
rhiladelphia.     Balance  unsold  per  invoice  30th  September,  1842,  $8,889  08. 

Number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison,  31st  December,  1841,  707 ;  received  daring 
the  year,  244  :  total,  951. 

Number  discharged  duinng  the  year,  as  follows : — ^by  expiration  of  sentence,  187 ; 
by  pardon,  38 ;  removed  to  house  of  refuge  in  New  York,  4 ;  escaped,  2 ;  removed  to 
hmatic  asylum.  New  York,  1 ;  died,  7 :  total,  ^39. '  Remaining  in  prison,  31st  ~ 
ber,  1842,712. 

Employment. — Coopers  shop,  35;  cotton  weave  shop,  28 ;  shoe  shop.  48;  i 
shop,  43  ;  tailors  shop,  35 :  tool  shop,  28 ;  carpet  shop,  76 ;  stone  shop,  34 ;  spin  shop^ 
29 ;  comb  shop,  32 ;   button  shop,  8 ;   cabinet  shop,  57  ;  hame  shop,  55 ;  carpentarv 
ahon,12 ;  silk  shop,  41 ;  prison  kitchen  and  cook  room,  16 ;  wash  room,  6 ;  soap  hooae, 
1 ;  Keepers  house,  2 ;  north  and  south  wing,  9 ;  yards,  21 ;  hospital,  8 ;  state  barhcn^ 
S ;  making  machinery  for  silk  shop,  3 ;  unemployed,  83 :  total,  712. 

There  haA  been  erected  during  the  past  season,  in  accordance  with  your  instrmtinna, 
a  two-story  brick  workshop  425  feet  m  length,  with  a  basement  under  240  foet  of  dbo 
same,  to  be  used  for  storage,  etc.  The  whole  has  been  thus  fiir  effected  from  the  or- 
dinary resources  of  the  prison,  and  without  incurring  a  debt. 

I  can  see  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  completing  tne  opposite  range  of  shops,  by  the 
addition  of  217  feet  upon  the  east  end  of  those  already  constructed,  during  the  enaning 
year ;  as  it  will  be  seen  that  the  available  funds  of  the  prison,  consisting  of  cash,  duet 
irom  contractors,  sewing  silk,  etc.,  on  hand  30th  September  last,  amount  to  the  sum  of 
$23,255  72,  most  of  which,  under  judicious  management,  1  feel  confident  may  be  real* 
ized  during  the  current  year.  iThe  above-named  erection  will  complete  the  entiio 
length  of  workshops  agreeable  to  the  original  plan,  and  will  no  doubt  prove  suflicieot 
for  all  the  ordinary  operations  of  this  institution  for  a  long  period  of  years. 

The  safety  of  the  prison  requires  that  the  walls  of  the  west  yard,  on  the  north,  and  to 
some  extent  on  the  west  side,  should  be  raised  several  feet  higher  than  at  present,  and 
tfiis  can  be  done  at  a  trifling  expense  by  the  use  of  the  stone  composing  that  portion  of 
Ae  cross  wall  which  remains  unmoved.  I  deem  the  funds  on  haiad,  together  with  tile 
enrrent  resources  of  the  prison,  amply  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  daring  the  enaning 
year. 

There  are  noi^i^l  convicts  employed  in  &e  silk  bnsineflt.  The  amoont  of  alk  now 
io  a  ibiihed  state,  and  moaUy  in  mavfcet,  is  mfllcient,  if  told  withm  a  reaaonable  time^ 


www  YORK   8TATS   PEI80V.  2B1 

a»  TOpltidrii  the  itock  tar  the  coutiiiiied  protecotioii  of  this  botfaieti  upon  an  enhuri^ 
■nie,  provided  this  fund  is  not  neoeanrily  diverted  to  other  parposes. 

HENRY  POLHEMDS,  Agent 

1842. — Physician's  Report. 

I  wonld  remark,  that  I  think  the  ^neral  arrangementt  in  this  insdtation,  for  the 
«etnig,  labor,  and  sleeping  of  the  convicts,  are  as  well,  and  probably  better  calculated 
fcr  the  preservation  of  their  bodily  health  and  the  due  regulation  ot  their  minds,  thaa 
mnj  which  have  ever  been  devised  in  this  establishment ;  and  I  also  believe  that  the 
general  regulations  and  attentions  for  the  mental  and  moral  improvement  of  this  unfoi^ 
tmate  class  of  men  cannot  be  much  improved. 

I  have  observed  that  the  prisoners  were  generally  affected  with  the  same  class  of 
diseases,  both  general  and  sporadic,  which  have  affected  the  citizens  of  this  village,  and 
cf  the  surrounding  country.  But  the  constitutions  of  many  of  them  have  been  mat^ 
liaQy  impaired  by  their  previous  habits  of  dissipation,  which  have  rendered  them  mndii 
leas  capaole  of  resisting  the  exhausting  and  disorganizing  influence  of  acute  diseases, 
than  where  perfect  integrity  of  stamina  prevails.  They  are  also  more  subject  to  the 
vttrioos  forms  of  chronic  diseases,  and,  consequently,  sanative  and  therapeutic  means 
in  many  of  those  cases,  have  been  more  tardy  and  inefficient  in  restoring  such  satjeots 
to  even  comfortable  health. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  which  pravails  among  convicts.  When  affected  with  only 
slight  rheumatic,  neuralgic,  or  erratic  pains  in  any  part  of  the  system,  they,  by  brooding 
over  their  incarcerated  condition,  with  their  other  woes  and  misfortunes,  do  thereby 
effect  an  imaginary  or  real  increase  of  such  complaints,  and  will  honestly  resort  to  the 
lioepital  for  medical  aid ;  when,  if  they  had  been  free,  they  would  not  even  have 
tfioaght  of  applying  to  a  medical  man  for  relief. 

Tnere  are  of  course  many  rogues  among  them  who  occasionally  affect  to  be  nnwell 
to  get  rid  of  labor. 

There  has  been  no  severe  epidemic  disease,  with  the  exception  of  that  in  the  month 
ef  September,  which  I  shall  notice. 

The  diseases  which  prevailed  most,  in  the  two  last  of  the  winter  and  in  the  spring 
months,  were  catarrhal,  pleuritic,  and  pulmonic  affections,  with  some  coses  of  rheu- 
matism of  a  mild,  and  some  of  a  severe  character. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  months,  there  were  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  quotid- 
ian, and  tertian  intermittent  fever,  which  I  have  been  unable  to  trace  to  any  local,  mia^ 
matie  origin  within  the  prison  walls.  There  were,  at  the  same  time,  some  sporadic 
caaee  of  intermitting  fever  among  the  citizens  of  this  village  and  of  the  surroonding 
oonntry. 

Dormg  the  summer  months,  diseases  also  of  the  digestive  organs  were  not  unfirequent, 
liioogh  not  severe.  In  the  month  of  September,  cholera  morbus  and  diarrhoea  prevailed 
extensively  among  the  convicts ;  there  were  239  cases. 

During  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December,  the  usual  inflammatDiy 
eomplaints  of  the  season  occnred,  such  as  catarrhs  or  common  colds,  rhenmatism,  etc 
Occasional  cases  of  diarrlxea  prevailed.  There  has  been  nu  specific  contagious  diseaae 
prevailing  among  the  prisoners.  Quite  a  number  of  the  convicts  have  been  affected 
with  hemorrhoids  or  piles.  I  have  radically  cured  all  these  cases  by  different  surgical 
operations. 

Seven  convicts  have  died  during  the  year.  The  first  was  Seth  Bowley,  who  died 
of  chronic  rheumatism,  of  several  months  duration,  having  long  had  an  infirm  and  broken 
ecostitotion.  He  had  been  in  prison  eleven  months.  The  second  was  Samuel  Potter, 
n  negro,  who  died  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.  He  had  been  confined  in  the  Sing  Sing  and 
diis  prison  twelve  years ;  his  constitution  was  consequently  impaired.  He  was  sick 
about  two  months.  The  third  was  Michael  Handy,  who  died  of  phthisis  pulmonalis, 
the  result  of  a  broken  constitution,  indncins  cachexia,  an  abscess  in  perinio,  and  tuber- 
cles in  the  lungs.  He  was  confined  in  the  nospital  about  two  months,  and  had  been  in 
prison  between  three  and  four  years.  The  fourth,  was  Barnard  O.  Calican,  who  died 
of  ascites  or  abdominal  dropsy,  of  several  months  duration.  He  had  long  been  a  very 
intemperate  man,  and  bad  been  in  prison  between  two  and  three  years.  The  fifth  was 
Giloa  Oakley,  who  died  of  phthbis  polmonalis,  of  several  months  duration.  He  had 
long  been  an  intemperate  man,  and  had  been  in  prison  near  three  years.  The  sixth, 
was  John  Schooner,  an  Indian,  who  died  of  general  debility,  inducing  atrophy,  which 
had  existed  several  months.  He  had  been  m  prison  over  three  years.  The  seventhy 
Was  William  Bay,  who  died  after  having  been  affected  between  two  and  three  mootba 
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with  McitM,  and  was  finally  attacked  wi^  a  profiue  hematematit  or  Tomitiagof  Uood, 
under  which  he  sunk.     He  had  loug  been  an  intemperate  man. 

The  average  number  of  convicts  in  the  prison  at  the  end  of  each  year,  since  1830, 
was  six  hundred  and  sixty-two  aod  four-twelfths. 

Of  the  above  deaths  in  12  years,  phthisis  pulmonalis  or  consumption  of  the  lang% 
caused  71  of  them,  which  was  almost  one-half  of  the  whole  number,  and  bat  a  mere 
fittction  less  than  6  every  year  from  consumption. 

During  the  last  year  there  have  been  but  7  deaths,  which  is  the  smallest  number  in 
any  one  of  the  last  13  years.  3  of  these  were  from  phthisis  pulmonalis,  or  contomp- 
tion.  The  number  of  con\icts  at  the  end  of  the  year  just  closed,  was  712,  being  5 
more  than  the  highest  number  of  any  one  of  the  immediately  preceding  12  yean,  and 
49  more  than  the  avemge  number,  while  the  number  of  deaths  was  but  7,  being  6  las 
than  the  average  number  of  the  deaths  of  the  preceding  12  years ;  and  in  the  year 
1841  the  number  of  deaths  was  but  9. 

The  humane  management,  in  having  the  prisoners  humanely  and  suitably  fed,  ck>dMd 
and  shod,  and  their  shops  and  cells  properly  warmed  by  suitable  stoves  or  fomnoaa 
with  large  pipes ;  and  having  each  prisoner  supplied  with  a  sufficiency  of  bed  clothing, 
to  enable  him  to  sleep  comfortably  during  the  inclement  and  cold  seasons  of  the  year, 
have  had  the  chief  agency  in  bringing  about  this  decided  diminution  in  the  nomber  of 
deaths  in  this  prison  witliin  the  last  2  years. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  adverting  to  what  I  believe  to  be  a  tsIo^ 
ble  means  of  enforcing  prison  discipline ;  it  is  the  affutiion  of  cold  water  upon  the  naked 
head  and  body  of  the  convict. 

The  present  keeper  of  this  prison  consulted  me  on  the  propriety  and  safety  of  the 
affusion  of  cold  water,  as  a  moae  of  punishment. 

I  replied  to  Mr.  Cook,  that  I  had  no  doubt  the  affusion  or  pouring  of  cold  water,  fiir 
a  short  period  only,  on  the  naked  head  and  body  of  the  convict  iu  good  health,  might 
be  made  with  endre  safety  both  to  his  health  and  life,  and  that  it  would  undonbtealy 
have  the  effect  of  allaying  the  obstinate  and  disobedient,  infuriated  and  revengeftd 
apirits  of  those  thus  unfortunately  predisposed ;  whereas,  the  cats  and  rawhides  must 
generally  and  naturally  have  the  effect  of  exciting  and  cultivating  a  sour,  r^nactofj 
aod  malignant  disposition,  and  of  destroving  entirely,  all  sense  of  self-respect,  and  con- 
sequently b9  the  most  prolific  means  of  insubordination,  and  of  counteracting  one  of 
the  great  objects  of  State  Prison. confinement.  <A«  reformation  of  the  eonmet. 

I  have  repeatedly  witnessed  the  application  of  cold  water  to  convicts  for  vnrioua 
offences,  and  have  often  conversed  with  the  principal  and  under-keepers  on  thia  mode 
of  puni«hment,  and  find  their  opinions  generally  to  be,  that  it  is,  with  a  few  exceptiooa, 
an  efficieut  penalty,  in  preventing  repeated  violations  of  rules,  and  has  rarely  been  ap- 
plied to  the  same  convict  more  than  twice. 

To  the  most  healthy,  obstinate,  and  almost  incorrigible  men,  I  have  advised  a  larger 
stream,  with  more  he«d  and  force,  and  colder  water.  If  necessary,  I  would  add  a  suf- 
ficiency of  ice  to  the  water  to  reduce  its  temperature  to  between  45  and  35  degreea, 
and  then  I  would  let  off',  suddenly,  from  2  to  4  quarts  of  this  upon  the  naked  heaa  and 
body  of  the  convict,  and  then  stop ;  and  if  his  obstinate  spirit  should  not  quail  and  yield 
onder  that,  then  I  would  let  off*  trom  4  to  6  or  8  quarts  more,  and  so  on ;  not  failing  to 
give  the  indispensabljf  necettary  breathing  and  speaking  intermissions.  This,  I  have 
no  doubt,  would  excite  such  a  shock  and  dread,  as  to  prevent  this  class  of  conyicta 
from  repeating  their  offences. 

The  coldness  of  these  water  applications,  I  have  great  confidence,  can  be  so  gradn- 
atad  by  the  thermometer,  with  the  addition  of  ice  or  snow,  combined  with  more  head 
and  consequently  force  of  water,  with  a  pipe  or  outlet  of  from  lialf  an  inch  to  one  inch 
and  a  half  in  diameter,  as  to  produce  a  shock  and  dread  which  would  punish  safli- 
ciently,  and  subdue  the  most  powerful,  refractory,  and  obstinate  convict  m  any  State 
prison;  and  that  without  endan^ring  in  the  slightest  degree  his  life  or  health,  pro- 
Tided  the  applications  shall  be  oT  very  short  duration — say  firom  h  " 


half  a  minute  to  two 
minutes. 

I  do,  therefore,  most  cheerfiilly  recommend  it  to  all  inspectors  and  keepers  of  State 

prisons,  throughout  the  United  States,  as,  in  my  opinion,  the  moat  efficient,  time-smmng 

and  humane  mode  of  ponishment  that  ooold  be  devised. 

JOSEPH  T.  PITNEY,  Medical  OflSoar 
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1845.— Chaplain's  Rbpobt. 

Tbe  means  of  religions  inttmction  eojojed  bj  the  convicti,  are  the  following:— 

Fint  The  public  preaching  of  the  Gospel.  This  is  eigoyed  by  all,  excepting  onlj 
tbe  few  who  may  at  the  time  be  confined  in  the  hospital ;  alio  a  smidl  nomber  em- 
ployed in  the  culmary  department. 

I  cannot  but  express  my  settled  conviction  of  the  inadequacy  of  but  one  exercise  of 
pablic  worship  during  the  week,  for  the  moral  necessities  of  tnese  men.  At  least  one 
more  should  be  allowed  them. 

Suffer  me  also  to  suggest  the  importance  of  daily  prayer  with  the  convicts  The 
desirableness  and  even  necessity  of  either  morning  or  evening  worship  with  them 
must  be  obvious  to  every  serious  reflecting  mind.  This  might  be  done  in  the  morn- 
ing, while  seated  at  the  table,  before  receiving  their  food.  A  portion  of  Scripture 
might  be  read,  and  prayer  offered,  and  not  exceed  10  or  15  minutes  consumed.  This 
is  peculiarly  desirable  in  the  winter  season,  as  they  are  not  able  to  read  the  8orij>turea 
fsr  themselves  from  one  Sabbath  until  another.  The  singing,  so  successfullj  intro- 
doioed  just  previous  to  my  last  annual  report,  is  still  continued  with  unabated  mterett 
Its  utility,  I  think,  cannot  be  reasonably  questioned. 

The  second  means  of  religious  instruction  enjoyed  by  the  convicts,  is  the  Sabbadi 
school.  This  is  available  for  nearly  one-half  of  the  whole  number  imprisoned,  which 
is  about  700. 

The  Bible  and  other  good  books,  furnish  a  third  means  of  relie;ious  instruction.  The 
Bible  is  still  read  with  unabated  interest ;  although  the  multiplication  of  other  hockB 
msy  have  diminished  in  some  degree  the  amount  of  Bible  reading. 

The  fourth  means  of  religious  instruction  is  personal  convenation.  For  this  great 
eagerness  is  manifested  ;  occasionally,  one  may  be  found  to  turn  away  with  cold,  and 
possibly  with  sullen  indifference ;  but  men  of  tnis  description  are  exceedingly  rare. 

Dnrin^  the  past  year  the  hospital  has  received  an  unusual  share  of  attention.  It  has 
been  \'isited  almost  daily,  and  a  religious  exercise  performed  on  the  Sabbath. 

Very  favorable  reports  have  been  received  from  many  w^o  have,  during  the  year, 
gone  without  these  walls.  With  numbers  I  have  met  and  enjoyed  opportunity  of  oon- 
Tersation,  most  of  whom  were  rejoicing  in  their  emancipation  from  the  degrading 
vices  to  which  they  had  been  so  long  enslaved.  Some  are  already  respectable  mem^ 
bers  of  Christian  churches. 

The  following  statement  may  be  relied  upon  as  substantially  correct,  having  been 
elicited  by  personal  investigation : — 

Had  received  collegiate  education,  2 ;  had  received  academic  education,  12 ;  could 
cipher,  310  ;  could  write,  390 ;  could  read,  500 ;  could  not  read,  210;  learned  to  read 
in  prison,  167 ;  had  been  intemperate,  430 ;  had  been  moderate  drinkers,  222  ;  total 
abstinence.  54 ;  crime  caused  by  liquor,  290  ;  left  home  before  16  years  of  age,  370; 
had  been  boatmen  on  canals,  225  ;  had  been  sailors,  160;  had  been  soldiers,  75 ;  had 
practised  garoblmg,  310;  had  attended  Sabbath  school,  123;  had  read  the  Bible  daily, 
31 ;  had  committed  decalo^e,  145 :  had  kept  the  Sabbath,  23 ;  parents.  Sabbath 
keepers.  147;  professed  religion  before  conviction,  102;  now  profess  religion,  124; 
indulged  hope  within  the  year,  72  ;  had  been  married,  357  ;  whole  number  of  chil- 
dren, 900 ;  had  lost  or  left  wife,  140 ;  not  bom  within  the  United  States^  123 ;  ool 
ored,  64. 

Age  of  Convicte  nov>  in  Prism. — ^Under  20  years,  39 ;  between  20  and  30,  334;  30 
and  40,  172 ;  40  and  50,  111 ;  50  and  60,  35 ;  60  and  70,  16  ;  over  70  years,  3. 

Term  of  Sentence.— From  2  to  3  years,  174 ;  3  to  5,  227  ;  5  to  10,  240 ;  10  to  20, 
58 ;  20  years'  and  over,  4  ;  for  life,  7. 

Number  committed  during  the  year,  244 ;  of  second  and  third  conviction^  aboat  25; 
discharged  by  pardon,  38 ;  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  187. 

T.  B.  TOWNSEND,  Chaplain. 

MOUNT-PLEASANT  PRISON. 
1842. — Inspectors'  Report. 

The  number  of  keepers  and  guards  are  26  each. 

On  the  30th  day  of  September,  1841,  there  was  remaining  in  the  prison : — male  con- 
victs, 741 ;  female,  70:  total,  811.  Males  received  during  the  year,  including  ooft 
escaped  and  retaken,  and  one  pardoned  conditionally,  but  retaken  for  not  oomplyiog 
'With  his  conditional  paidon,  234 ;  females,  35 :  total,  269. 
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Diacbarged  by  expiration  of  aentenee-^nalM,  189;  fennles,  39:  total,  219.  Di»- 
charged  by  pardon — males,  34 ;  females,  4:  total,  38.  Died — males,  31 ;  females,  6: 
total,  37.    Sent  to  Lunatic  Asylnm,  1. 

Remaining  in  prison  on  the  30th  September,  1842 — males,  720 ;  females,  65; 
mg  a  decrease  during  the  last  year  of  21  males  and  5  females. 

EDWARD  KEMEY8,  ^ 

THOMAS  BAILEY,  I  r^.,,.,.,^^ 

ISAAC  G.  GRAHAM,  Jiu,      f  "»V«ww^ 
HUDSON  McFARLAN,  J 


1842. — Agent's  Report. 

Cash  FSoeiTod  at  the  prison,  daring  the  year,  for  convict  labor,  $53,935  10. 

Disbarsements  during  the  year  fur  ordinair  support  of  the  prison,  $68,733  69 ; 

iff*s  fees  for  transporting  convicts  from  the  jails  to  the  prison,  2,361  52 ;  silk  mai. 

tory— for  mulberry  trees,  unmanufactured  silk,  cocoons,  etc.,  984  06 ;  building  ^fmmAt 
for  materials,  651  76  ;  Sin^  Sing  guards,  for  accoutrements,  70  25 :  total,  $72,801  38. 

The  disbursements,  it  will  be  seen,  including  $4,067  59,  (not  for  ordinary  support,) 
naounts  to  $18,866  18  more  than  has  been  received  in  cash  tor  convict  labor. 

The  disbursements  have  been  made  on  the  following  accounts: — For  provisiaDa, 
$23,403  39 ;  officers,  19,126  22 ;  guards,  9,363  00 ;  clothing,  6.923  44 ;  oil  and  feel, 
8,688  94  ;  furniture,  1,754  79 ;  blacksmith  and  lock  shop,  1,560  22 ;  hospital,  1,087  49; 
stone  shop  and  quarries,  763  62 ;  discharged  convicts,  652  00 ;  hay  and  grain,  398  23; 
printing,  postage,  and  stationery,  168  71 ;  library,  183  82 ;  cooper  shop.  153  60 ;  appre- 
hension of  convicts,  57  75 :  shoe  shops,  144  36 ;  house  and  farm,  56  45 ;  weave  shop, 
25  70 ;  travelling  and  incidental  expenses,  18  59 ;  miscellaneous,  30  00 ;  sheriff  *s  fees 
for  transporting  convicts,  2,36 1  52 ;  silk  mannfactonr,  for  materials,  984  06 ;  baildmg 
account,  for  materials,  65176;  Sing  Sing  guards,  tor  accoutrements,  70  25:  Um. 
$72,801  28. 

The  earnings  of  the  prison  for  the  fiscal  year  are  as  foUows : — Smith  and  look  shop, 
$3,747  00 ;  stone  shops  and  quarries,  2,524  57 ;  hat  shop,  5,504  98 ;  boot  and  shoe 
shops,  16,090  51 ;  brass  shop,  3,323  72  ;  cooper  shop,  12^214  05 ;  weave  shop,  7,249  46 ; 
tool  shop,  1,486  69;  provisions  for  board  of  U.  S.  convicts,  etc.,  1,261  60;  boose  and 
form,  ]  14  45 ;  visitors,  311  74  ;  clothing,  10  07 ;  miscellaneous,  96  26 ;  stone  furnished 
since  the  last  report  for  the  State  Hall  at  Albany,  1,125  00 :  work  on  the  female  prison 
—132  feet  cornice,  at  44s.  run,  726  00 ;  644  feet  steps,  at  60  cents,  386  40 ;  494  feet 
iaggmg,  at  40  cents,  197  60;  353  feet  ashler,  at  40  cents,  141  20 ;  31,952  feet  of  aoUd 
■aaonry  in  the  yard  and  feunt  wall,  7,988  00 ;  8,184  feet  solid  masonry  in  the  aewer 
ftom  front  prison  to  the  river,  2,046  00;  1  cut  stone  cistern,  115  00;  6  sinks  in  the 
■ale  prison  noil,  at  $6,  36  00 ;  3,456  feet  solid  masonir  in  the  sewer  in  front  of  gaud- 
hoose,  864  00 ;  amount  due  firom  the  trustees  of  the  French  Catholic  church,  in  Canal- 
itreet.  New  York,  for  stone  cut  this  year,  3,250  00 ;  the  difierenoe  between  the  yafaie 
of  the  silk  machinery,  silk  manufactured  and  unmanufactured,  and  what  has  been  ex- 
panded on  silk  account,  943  52 ;  stone  cut  and  in  readiness  for  the  armory  for  the  Smg 
ling  guards,  as  per  act  of  the  last  Lesi^tare,  500  00  ;  difierence  of  the  value  of  pio- 

Srty  belonging  to  the  State  prison,  Mount  Pleasant,  as  per  inventory,  September  30, 
42,  and  that  taken  September  30,  1841,  1,921  77  :  total,  $74,175  59. 

The  actual  earnings  for  the  last  year  overruns  the  disbursementi  $1,374  31 ;  and  to 
tfds  should  be  added,  (not  for  the  oirdinary  support  of  the  prison,)  $4,067  59 :  showing 
tiiat  we  have  earned  $5,441  90  more  than  it  has  cost  for  the  support  of  the  prison. 

Within  the  last  year  I  have  been  compelled  to  draw  from  tne  Comptroller  $18,000, 
when  the  year  bcdbre  only  $8,000.  The  diminution  in  our  resources  is  owing  to  a 
number  of  causes. 

The  receipts  from  stone  cutting  are  more  than  $1,000  less  than  last  year. 
^  Out  uf  the  whole  number  of  males,  there  was  at  the  close  of  the  year  only  337  on  die 
different  contracts,  namely,  91  at  coopering,  57  in  the  carpet  shop,  104  in  tne  boot  and 
shoe  shops,  13  in  the  plane  shop,  20  m  the  lock  shop,  24  m  the  hat  shop,  28  in  the  sad- 
dlery-hardware shop. 

The  balance,  with  the  exception  of  those  employed  as  waiters  in  the  different  shops, 
Md  in  the  dormitory  and  hospital,  and  ihoae  at  work  in  and  about  the  kitchen,  hare 
been  in  the  quarry  and  stone  shops,  and  on  the  buildings,  walls,  and  roods  about  tbs 
fvison. 

The  earnings  of  the  females  have  also  been  oat  very  much  short  of  last  year's,     ht 
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iiead  of  baTing  31  under  contract,  as  then,  at  28  cento  per  day,  we  have  only  B,  and 
"diote  at  only  20  cents.  From  8  lo  10  are  employed  in  the  silk  department,  and  the 
Wance,  when  employed  at  all,  are  nuJdng  and  mending  clothes  lor  themielves  and 
males. 

Bations  are  famished  at  5  36-100  cento  per  ration. 

Since  oar  last  report,  we  have  had  another  year's  experience  in  raising  and  mana- 
iactoring  silk,  with  prison  labor.  From  the  1,000  malticaalos  trees  planted  last  fall  and 
spring,  we  were  enabled  to  gather  leaves  safficient  to  feed  worms  enough  for  about  10 
bushels  of  cocoons  of  a  very  superior  quality. 

I  have  no  hesitotion  in  sayitig,  from  tlie  httle  experience  we  have  had,  that  we  shaD 
be  able  tn  succeed  in  cultivating  the  trees,  raising  and  feeding  the  worms,  and  in  man- 
ofiKsturing  sewings,  braid,  cord,  and  many  kinds  of  cloth. 

Amons  the  improvemento  made  this  season,  I  will  call  your  attention  to  the  sewer 
leading  nt>m  the  female  prison  to  the  river.  It  is  2|  £eet  square  in  the  clear,  and  the 
descent  is  so  great,  that  with  the  water  we  intend  to  turn  into  it  from  the  quarry,  after 
Bopplving  the  kitchen,  all  the  filth  will  be  immediately  washed  from  the  premises.  I 
woali  also  say,  that  our  water  works  at  the  male  prison  are  in  complete  and  succeasfbl 

r ration,  givug  us  a  fuU  and  constant  supply  of  pure  water  in  the  kitchen,  hospital,  and 
the  shops.  The  Secretary  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  his  annual  report^ 
has  been  pleased  to  ask  the  Agent  for  the  information  of  the  public — "  What  has  been 
the  efiect  of  moral  and  religious  instruction  on  the  prisonen  f  whether  cheerful  obe> 
dience,  submission  to  authority,  contentment,  industry,  and  good  will  are  produced  f 
and  escapes,  insurrections,  punishment,  and  loss  of  time  for  itaisdemeanor  prevented" 
thereby  ?  I  would  answ^er  from  honest  convictions,  they  are.  There  is  no  complaint 
latterly  from  contractors,  for  not  having  sufficient  work  done,  or  for  sullen  disobecuenoe 
or  dis^ntent  on  the  part  of  the  men,  nor  have  we  heard  of  but  one  escape  in  the  whole 
three  yean  we  have  been  here ;  and  we  have  never  had  an  instance  of  an  attempt  %t 
inanrrection. 

DAVID  L.  SEYMOUR,  Agent 

1842. — Physician's  Refobt. 

In  the  first  two  months,  dysenteries,  diarrhceas,  and  fevers  prevafled;  colds  and 
catarrhs  were  very  general  and  obstinate  during  the  winter  and  spring  months,  hasten- 
ing the  death  of  many  who  had  Ions  given^  evidence  of  jphUiisis.  Early  in  January,  itte 
small  pox  made  ito  appearance ;  ana  notwithstanding  aU  our  precautions  in  vaccinating, 
re-vaccinating,  and  separating  the  infected  from  the  other  convicto,  it  continued  to  pve- 
yail  for  almost  five  months.  Of  the  60  cases  that  occurred,  only  4  died.  Feven  en  an 
obstinate  character  prevailed  during  the  summer  months. 

There  has  been  a  greater  number  of  deaths  from  consumption,  throughout  the  com^ 
try,  than  usual ;  and  I  infer  that  the  same  causes  that  have  proved  so  fetal  to  phthiiioal 
pAtiento  ont,  have  brought  about  the  same  resulto  within  the  prison. 

The  daily  average  fer  the  year,  of  sick  in  the  male  hospital,  12} ;  occasional  pra- 
aeriptions,  33 :  whue  in  the  previous  year,  9  was  the  daily  average  in  the  hospital,  and 
35  tne  occasional  prescriptions :  showing  that  the  amount  of  sickness  has  exceeded  that 
of  the  former  year,  by  one  (juarter.    Deaths  35,  as  follows  ?— 

Consumption,  17 ;  phthins  tnberoularis,  2 ;  small  pox,  3 ;  fever,  1  ;  obstipation,  1 ; 
dvonic  diarrboBa,  1 ;  diseased  lungs  and  liver,  1 ;  hemorrage  of  lungs,  1 ;  pneumonia, 
I ;  rheumatb  debility  and  chronic  diarrhcea,  1 ;  tuberculated  liver  and  Inngs,  1 ;  dij 
naortification,  1 ;  parahrsis,  ] ;  enlarged  heart,  2 ;  hydrocephalus,  1. 

In  my  last  report,  I  showed  that  a  larae  proportion  of  the  prisonen  were  not  hi 
mod  health  when  admitted.  The  same  is  true  with  those  received  the  past  year. 
Of  236  males  admitted,  87  (almost  tvro-fifUis)  were  in  perfect  healA;  and  of  84 
females,  16,  or  less  than  one-half,  were  in  good  health. 

Of  216  male  prisonen  who  have  been  discharged,  only  25  (leas  than  one-eightfi} 
were  not  in  good  health ;  and  of  30  females,  19  (almost  two-thirds)  were  in  gooa 
health.  There  are  several  who  are  partially  deranged:  one  has  been  sent  to  tht 
Lunatic  Asylum. 

WM.  BELCHER,  ArynciBii* 

1842. — Principal  Ksbpss's  Report. 

The  present  discipline,  I  would  remark,  diffen  materkdly  fixmi  the  former  in  rUgnd 
to  poniahment ;  inasmuch  as  the  motto  of  the  fiinner  was,  **  qniok  as  the  tlnuider  ftl- 
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lows  the  lightning,  thoakL  pnniehment  follow  the  offence."  The  pretent  is  exnctlj  ibtd 
reverse  of  the  former  in  this  respect  It  is  one  of  oar  most  prominent  rules,  never  to 
punish  a  convict  before  the  case  has  been  fully  investigated,  so  that  the  principal  keeper 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  whether  the  convict  be  deserving  or  not  nf  panisb- 
ment.  This  rule  reflects  credit  on  your  honorable  board,  as  it  gives  both  keeper  and 
convict  time  for  calm  reflection ;  whereas,  by  puniahmeut  followmg  the  offence  so  soon, 
the  keeper  may  become  excited,  and  having  no  time  for  reflection,  may  indiscriminately 
ponish  an  insane  man,  or  one  who  through  ignorance  committed  the  offence,  as  well  as 
the  really  guilty  one.  Another  advantage  derived  from  that  rule  is,  that  the  keeper 
has  time  to  learn  the  various  dispositions  of  the  convicts  placed  under  his  charge,  and 
thereby  has  an  opportunity  of  knowing  how  best  to  reprimand  them. 

ANGUS  McDUFFIE,  Principal  Keeper. 

1842. — Chaplain's  Report. 

The  library,  which,  under  the  personal  supervison  of  the  Agent,  has  been  ao  mummed 
at  to  present  each  convict  with  a  different  volume  weekly,  has,  in  many  cases,  resaUed 
in  the  implantation  of  those  true  principles  of  action,  without  which  any  hope  of  per* 
manent  reform  would  be  vain. 

I  would  again  record  my  hearty  approval  of  that  most  worthy  resolution  of  yoor 
honorable  board,  which  commits  all  the  punishment  awarded  to  the  prisoners,  etc.,  to 
the  exclusive  control  of  the  principal  keeper,  as  avoiding  much  evil,  and  resultiDg  in 
great  benefit  to  the  moral  feelmgs  of  the  delinquent. 

Those  chronic  diseases  to  which  licentious  men  are  always  subject,  have  this  aeaaon, 
more  than  formerl  v,  terminated  in  what  is  commonly  called  quica  consumption. 

The  increase  of  deranged  cases  among  us  this  year  has  been  in  exact  proportion  to 
the  increase  of  sickness ;  showing,  as  I  think,  an  intimate  connection  between  physical 
and  mental  derangement.  If  this  inference  be  a  correct  one,  how  important  to  have 
erected  within  the  walls  of  the  prison,  a  suitable  apartment,  where  your  Physician 
could  appropriately  treat  his  patient,  on  the  first  developments  of  his  aberrations  of 
mind. 

I  regard  that  part  of  our  chapel  service  which  consists  of  singing,  to  be  of  great 
moral  advantage  to  the  convicts ;  the  satisfying,  refining,  and  elevating  influence  of 
which,  is  only  to  be  witnessed  to  be  duly  appreciated. 

Out  of  the  sixty  or  seventy  male  convicts  who  have  been  pardoned  during  the  three 
years  of  my  chaplaincy,  but  four  have  returned ;  and  three  of  these  were  pardoned 
solely  firom  legal  commendation,  and  not  from  any  confidence  expressed  in  their  moral 
change.  I  am  therefore  still  of  the  opinion,  that  executive  clemency,  judiciously  ex- 
ercised, results  in  the  cultivation  of  mat  peculiar  species  of  s;ratitude,  without  which 
there  can  be  no  hope  of  permanent  reformation,  but  with  which  the  possMsor  is  ever 
prepared  to  be  benefited,  even  by  the  severest  penalties  of  a  broken  law. 

The  fact  that  we  are  decreasing  in  numbers,  when  viewed  in  connection  Mritfa  the 
obvious  difficulty  of  procuring  employment,  indicates  a  favorable  state  of  things. 

JOHN  LUCKEY,  Chaplain. 

1843. — Inspectors'  Report. 

The  amount  of  expenditures  for  both  prisons,  for  the  year  ending  30th  September, 
1842,  was  $72,801  28;  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1843,  66,658  60.  Dimi- 
nation,  $6,142  68. 

The  prisons  have,  during  the  past  year,  &llen  aboat  $30,000  short  of  supporting 
themselves,  notwithstanding  the  diminution  in  the  expeuditure. 

The  following  were  the  contracts  subsisting  when  the  present  Inspectors  entered 
upon  their  duties,  with  their  produce,  if  all  fillra : — 

Weaving  carpets,  40  men,  at  40  cents  per  day,  $4,992  00 :  14  men,  at  32  cts.  per 
day,  1,397  76 ;  6  men,  at  20  cts.  per  day,  374  40 ;  40  men,  at  25  cts.  per  day,  3,120  00 ; 
shoemaking.  100  men,  at  35  cts.  per  day,  10,920  00  ;  saddlery,  40  men,  at  37^  cts.  per 
day,  4,680  00 ;  tool  making,  30  men,  at  40  cts.  per  day.  3,744  00 ;  file  making,  100 
men,  at  32  cU.  per  day,  9,984  00 ;  coopering,  65  men,  earning  14  cte.  per  day,  2,839  20: 
Uius  the  435  men  might  earn  $42,051  36. 

The  number  actually  employed,  and  their  earnings,  were  as  follows : — 

Weaving  carpels,  99  men,  earning  per  annum,  $9,360  00 ;  shoemdking,  90  men,  etm- 
ing  per  annimi,  9,828  00;  saddlery,  34  men,  earning  per  annum,  3,759  60;  tool  raak- 
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lag,  10  man,  earning  per  annum,  1,164  60 ;  61e  making,  42  men,  earning  per  annom, 
4^93  28 ;  coopering,  82  men.  4,200  00:  thus  the  357  men  earned  $32,505  48. 

The  following  were  anprodactive  convicts : — 

In  the  kitchen,  17  ;  waiters  in  shops,  10 ;  carpenters,  4 ;  hall  waiters,  14 ;  in  smith's 
abop,  18 ;  on  work  for  convicts,  58  ;  engine  rooms,  4 ;  in  the  hospital,  10 :  total  nnpro- 
doctive,  135. 

The  whole  number  in  the  prisons,  including  females,  was  830.  Employed  on  con- 
tracts, 357 ;  unproductive,  135  :  total,  492.  Leaving  unemployed  388,  excepting  ^e 
few  at  work  in  the  quarries  and  on  marble. 

From  this  examination  it  w^.s  apparent,  that  these  prisons  would  be  an  annual  bur- 
den upon  the  State  to  a  lai*ge  amount,  luiless  very  thorough  measures  of  reform  were 
adopted. 

Tne  number  of  officers  actually  employed  on  the  30th  September,  1843,  was  as 
foUows : — 

Agent,  salary,  $1,200  GO;  keeper,  1,200  00;  chaplain,  500  00;  physician.  500  00; 
derk,  800  00 ;  24  assistant  keepers,  at  salaries  ranging  from  $400  to  $550,  8,546  96 ; 
26  guards  at  $30  per  month,  9,360  00 :  making  an  aggregate  expense  of  $22,106  96. 

This  amount  could  be  reduced  several  thousana  dollars  a  year,  without  any  detri- 
ment to  the  prison. 

An  examination  of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  prison  convinced  the  Inspectors  tibat 
it  y^rsB  next  to  impossible  to  ascertain  how  the  prison  stood  in  regard  to  then*  finances, 
or  in  regard  to  other  matters,  where  true  reconis  oueht  to  be  kept 

In  the  fenude  prison^  by  the  register  it  appeared  that  there  were  in  the  prison,  98 ; 
diere  were  four  whose  names  were  not  on  the  books,  but  whose  commitments  were 
fbond,  4:  total  in  the  prison,  by  the  books  and  papers,  102.  The  number  actually  in 
the  prison  was  80 ;  in  the  lunatic  asylum,  2 :  total,  82.     Deficiency,  20. 

Ot  this  number,  it  was  ascertained  on  inquinr  that  the  time  of  twelve  had  expired^ 
bat  when  they  went  out,  and  whether  by  expiration  of  sentence,  by  death,  or  pardon, 
or  escape,  did  not  appear.  Of  the  remaining  eight,  it  was  ascertained  that  one  had 
escaped,  one  had  been  pardoned,  and  oue  had  died ;  but  no  entry  of  either  of  theae 
eventa  had  been  made. 

In  the  male  priton,  by  the  register  it  appeared  that  there  were  in  the  prison,  795  ; 
bat  the  number  actually  there  was  762  :  deficiency  33. 

Of  this  number  it  was  ascertained  that  the  sentence  of  10  had  expired,  but  when  they 
left  the  prison,  or  how,  did  not  appear,  nor  were  the  remaining  23  in  any  manner  ac- 
ooonted  for — ^thus  leaving  23  male  convicts  and  3  female  convicts  entirely  unaccounted 
for.  A  convict  during  the  past  summer  claimed  that  his  time  had  expired.  His  name 
was  not  on  the  register,  nor  could  his  commitment  be  found.  For  aught  that  the  board 
could  discover,  he  had  been  a  volunteer  in  the  ranks  of  the  eraiblisnment  for  5  years, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  let  him  go.  Another  veas  kept  several  days  over  his  time. 
Hia  name  was  not  on  the  register,  and  when  at  length  his  commitment  was  found,  it 
was  discovered  that  his  sentence  had  expired  some  time  before  he  was  released. 

It  appeared  from  the  books  that  a  very  large  amount  of  money  was  due  to  the  pria- 
cms  from  various  persons.  The  amount  in  me  aggregate  is  $89,850  86.  How  much 
of  this  large  sum  is  due  to  this  prison,  the  Inspectors  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain.    They  are  satisfied  that  all  of  it  is  not. 

It  appeared  also  from  this  examination,  that  the  Agent's  account  of  moneys  received 
by  him  had  not  been  periodically,  nor  indeed  at  any  time  examined.  His  account  of 
txpendUurti  had  been  examined  monthly,  and  compared  with  vouchers,  but  the  In- 
apectora  could  not  learn  that  his  cash  receipts  had  ever  been  subjected  to  that  process, 
nor  could  they  find  in  or  about  the  prison,  any  books  of  original  entries  or  vouchera 
which  would  enable  them  satisfactorily  to  perform  that  task. 

It  was  discovered  that  the  books  were  kept  in  a  manner  singularly  compounded  of 
■ingle  entry  and  double  entry  principles.  Five  different  ledgers  were  in  use,  sumo 
kept  by  double  entry  aod  some  oy  single  entry,  and  some  as  books  of  original  entry, 
with  arbitrary  charges,  having  no  reference  to  anything  else  than  the  will  and  pleasoro 
of  the  accountant. 

Earnings. — The  time  has  been  when  the  earnings  fiir  exceeded  the  expenses.  In 
1838,  the  excess  was  more  than  $18,000,  and  large  sums  were  paid  into  the  treaaoiy 
of  the  State.  That  condition  of  things  has  been  so  much  reversed,  that  within  the  laat 
three  years  $67,000  have  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  the  support  of  these  priso&iy 
viz. :  For  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1841,  $18,500  00 ;  year  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1842, 16,000  00 ;  year  ending  30th  September,  1843, 32,500  00:  total,  $67,000  00. 

From  the  annual  reports  it  would  appear  that  the  eamingt  for  the  years  1841  aod 
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1842  had,  notwithftanding,  exceeded  the  expenses.  Thus  the  ewniii^  of  lft4l  m 
stated  at  $77,676  19,  and  those  of  1842  at  $74,175  59 ;  bat  these  sums  included  wotk 
done  for  the  State,  about  the  buildings  and  premises,  and  an  alleged  increase  in  the 
value  of  the  property  of  the  prison.  The  receipts  from  the  eamioffs  for  1841  wen 
$72,676  19,  while  the  expenditures  were  $78,190  19 ;  and  for  1842  tne  receipts  from. 
tiie  earnings  were  $58,810  10,  and  the  expenditures  $72,627  90.  During  the  Tear 
ending  on  30ih  September,  1843,  the  receipts  from  earnings  were  $36^70  37»  siia  the 
expenditures  were  $66,658  60. 

This  falling  off  has  arisen  partly  from  the  general  depression  of  the  times,  and  p«r^ 
from  the  laws  which  prohibit  certain  mechanical  branches  of  industry  from  being  car- 
ried on  in  the  prisons. 

The  expense  of  supporting  each  convict  is  about  twenty-Bve  cents  a  day,  and  it  is 
ascertained  that  about  180  of  them  are  unproductive,  being  employed  as  waiters,  at 
work  for  the  State,  or  on  the  sick  list,  so  that  the  support  of  the  prison  falls  on  the  lesi* 
doe,  making  it  necessary  for  each  one  to  earn  at  least  thirty-two  cents  a  day. 

Early  last  spring,  the  highest  offer  that  could  be  procureid  for  the  men  was  twenty 
five  cents  a  aay,  but  recently  the  price  has  risen,  and  the  Agent  now  has  offera  ur 
thir^-five  cents. 

Since  the  30th  September,  1843,  the  Agent  has  received  an  offer  for  all  the  men  that 
can  be  spared,  at  35  cents  per  day,  and  ul  the  women  at  16  cents  per  day,  to  be  en- 
gaged in  making  files. 

He  has  also  received  an  offer  of  35  cents  a  day  for  all  the  men  that  can  by  law  be 
kept  at  the  coopers  trade ;  so  that  there  is  good  reason  to  hope  that  all  the  oonviola 
can  be  employed  at  trades  which  are  permitted  by  the  law,  at  prices  which  will  earn 
for  the  prison  enough  to  pay  its  expenses. 

The  experiment  of  manufacturing  silk  in  the  prison  has  been  a  frilare.  An  oodar 
of  $3,272  41  has  resulted  in  the  return  of  $367  27  in  cash,  $273  50  worth  of  nlk,  and 
$1,061  12  in  machinery,  and  a  dead  loss  to  the  prisons  of  $1,570  52. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  whether  the  further  proeecatioa  of 
this  branch  of  industry  ought  not  to  be  abandoned. 

One  of  the  first  subjects  which  attracted  the  attention  of  the  present  board  was  the 
Sunday  school.  In  both  prisons,  convicts  alone  were  teachers.  Several  hondred  were 
assembled  in  the  chapel,  and  divided  into  classes  of  about  ten  each.  Only  one  or  two 
keepers  were  present,  and  it  was  of  course  impossible  for  them  to  know  the  sabjecti 
the  convicts  conversed  upon  under  the  pretence  of  teaching  and  learning.  Several  in* 
stances  were  detected  in  which  forbidden  topics  were  discussed ;  and  there  is  reaaoo 
to  believe  that  an  escape,  which  was  nearly  successful,  was  planned  in  the  school  be- 
tween a  teacher  and  his  pupil.  The  employment  of  such  teachers  was  forbidden,  and 
the  schools,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  board,  were  abandoned  for  want  of  teachers. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  the  low  shop  in  the  centre  of  the  yard,  caused  hj  the  careleMiiesi 
of  the  convicts  in  charge  of  the  steam-engine,  who  had  left  some  shavmgs  near  the  firs. 
The  building  being  very  dry,  and  filled  with  combustible  materials,  the  fire  spread  veiT 
rapidly.  To  arrest  its  progress,  and  lest  it  might  communicate  to  Uie  larger  shops,  and 
so  the  prison,  about  400  of  the  convicts  were  let  out  of  their  cells  and  set  at  work ; 
some  at  the  fire-en^es,  some  in  removing  property  from  the  shops,  and  some  with 
crowbars  and  axes  m  their  hands,  tearing  off  the  roof  ~  Several  hnnored  of  the  ^tiieoi 
of  the  village  soon  came  to  assist 

Amid  all  the  confusion,  and  though  thus  armed,  the  convicts  made  no  attempt  to 
escape.  They  worked  cheerfully,  zealously,  and  well ;  were  very  obedient ;  and  when 
the  nre  was  subdued,  at  the  usual  signal,  they  formed  their  gangs  and  returned  to  tfadr 
cells. 

One  object  of  a  penitentiary,  that  of  punishment,  is  very  well  provided  for  here ;  die 
other  object,  and  one  equally  important,  that  of  reformation,  is  not.  All  this  array  of 
officers  and  guards,  and  all  wis  liberal  expenditure  of  money,  seem  to  have  the  former 
object  mainly  in  view ;  for  except  $500  a  year  in  a  salary  to  the  Chaplain,  and  the  ex* 
peuse  of  a  few  Bibles  and  prayer-books,  not  a  dollar  of  the  many  thousands  expended 
on  the  prisons  is  devoted  to  purposes  of  moral  instruction ;  and  moral  snidlion,  as  t 
means  of  arriving  at  either  of  the  objects  of  a  penitentiary,  is  almost  entirely  neglected. 

It  is  regarded  as  a  standing  rule  of  our  system,  that  no  offence  of  a  convict  in  the 
prison  shflJl  CO  unpumshed.  But  no  other  mode  of  punishment  seems  to  be  conteah 
plated  than  the  lash.  The  prison  is  built  entirely  on  that  plan,  and  no  provision  is  made 
for  any  other  kind.  Solitary  confinement  cannot  be  inflicted  with  effect,  becanse 
when  confined  to  their  cells,  tne  convicts  can,  in  the  daytime,  communicate  with  thoso 
cm  duty  in  the  hall,  and  at  night  with  the  inmates  of  the  a4iauuog  oelli. 
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Tke  board  believe  in  the  propriow  of  the  mle  raqmring  oertaintj  of  ponithiDent,  but 
thej  do  Dot  believe  that  the  mcKle  of  puniBhinent  oaght  in  all  instances  to  be  by  stripef. 
Wini  some  the  only  effective  fmnishment  is  doubtless  the  lash,  bat  there  are  many  to 
whom  it  does  more  hart  than  good,  and  it  fidls  principally  on  those  whose  tnmsgre^ 
•ions,  outside  and  in,  are  mainly  owing  to  the  misfortune  of  early  neglect,  and  (Hnever 
hsTing  been  taaght  the  salutary  lesson  of  self-control,  while  the  cunning  and  adroit 
escape  the  infliction.  Hundreos  of  the  latter  pass  Uieir  whole  term  oi  punishment 
without  ever  receiving  any  chastisement,  and  without  giving  any  evidence  that  they 
tfOtertain  the  slightest  aspiration  for  reformation ;  while  there  are  very  many  who  are 
oootiDaaUy  struggling  against  the  infirmity  of  their  natures,  and  who  repent  as  sincerely 
as  they  transgress  suddenly,  and  who  often  entertain  sincere  intentions  of  repentance, 
yet  who  are  the  most  frequent  objects  of  the  lash. 

No  suitable  provision  is  noade  for  convicts  who  become  deranged.  There  is  always 
a  mnnber  of  these  in  the  prison.  Some  are  so  when  they  arrive,  having  doubtless  com- 
mitted their  offences  while  partialljr  insane.  Others  become  so  while  in  confinement, 
being  reduced  to  that  condition  either  by  disease  or  mental  suffering.  Some  feign 
insani^. 

The  erection  of  a  suitable  buildinc,  where  such  patients  might  be  properly  treated  if 
truly  afflicted,  or  where  they  might  oe  punished  if  feigning,  and  where,  m  either  event, 
they  would  neither  disturb  nor  be  disturbed  by  their  fellow-convicts,  is  a  measure  dic- 
tated by  every  principle  of  humanity. 

There  is  defect  in  tne  law  relating  to  this  class  of  convicts.  If  insane  at  the  expira- 
tion of  their  sentence,  and  unable  to  support  themselves,  there  is  no  provision  made  for 
them.  The  officers  of  the  prison  cannot  any  longer  retain  them  m  custody,  nor  can 
they  any  longer  expend  any  money  on  their  account. 

It  is  respectfully  susgested,  that  in  such  cases  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  the 
Agent  to  take  care  of  them  until  they  could  be  returned  to  their  friends,  or  to  the 
charge  of  the  proper  authorities  in  the  county  where  they  were  convicted. 

The  number  ot  insane  among  the  convicts  is  17. 

Female  Priton. — The  number  of  female  convicts  on  the  30th  September,  1842,  waa 
65;  30th  September,  1843,  76 :  increase  during  the  year,  11. 

During  the  year  there  had  been  received,  40.  Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence, 
17 ;  by  pardons,  8 ;  escaped,  1 ;  died,  1 ;  sent  to  lunatic  asylum,  2 :  total,  29.  Jncrtme, 
11.     The  number  at  the  date  of  this  report  is  75. 

The  organization  of  this  prison  is  very  imperfect  It  does  not  seem  to  have  attracted 
much  attention,  for  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  if  its  true  condition  had  been  knovni  to 
the  Legislature  it  would  have  been  tolerated  so  long.  The  prison  was  originally  de- 
signed for  70  convicts,  and  even  for  that  number  it  was  altogether  too  contracted.  All 
the  female  convicts  in  the  State  have  been  sent  to  this  prison,  until  the  number  haa 
swvlled  up  as  hi^  as  82,  and  it  is  evidendy  on  the  increase. 

In  1840,  the  number  was  60;  in  1841,  70;  in  1842,  65;  in  1843,  76.  And  but  for 
the  foct  that  several  have  been  pardoned  during  the  past  summer,  the  number  would 
now  exceed  90.  For  this  number  the  aocommocuition  is  confined  to  72  single  cells,  and 
a  small  room  about  18  feet  square,  used  as  a  hospital. 

The  convicts  are  employed  as  follows : — In  the  silk  works,  24 ;  trimming  hats,  18 ; 
in  the  kitchen,  6 ;  as  vraiters  dbout  the  prison,  7 ;  in  the  hospital,  3 ;  at  work  for  the 
convicts,  18. 

The  aggregate  expense  of  their  support  is  about  $20  per  day,  and  the  aggregate  of 
thehr  daily  earnings  is  |6  30.  Hence  this  prison  is  an  annual  burden  upon  the  State 
treasury  of  $5,101  56. 

*  The  number  of  convicts  being  larger  than  the  number  of  separate  cells,  renders  it 
anavoidable  that  many  of  them  shoum  bo  confined  in  company.  The  consequence  is, 
that  when  locked  in  their  cells,  unless  Uiey  are  asleep,  tne  convicts  are  continuallv 
conversing.  In  the  dv^ime,  the  intercourse  between  them  is  stiU  more  unrestrained, 
and  a  continued  hum  of  oonversatifMi  is  heard,  varied  only  by  occasional  outbreaks  of 
Tiotence  and  passion.  Battles  are  frequent  in  the  prison,  and  knives  have  been  known 
to  be  drawn  among  them. 

The  board,  for  causes  which  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  detail,  deemed  it  proper  to 
remove  the  matrons  whom  they  found  in  charge  of  the  prison.  The  convicts,  who  had 
apparently  had  easy  times,  took  offence  at  the  change,  axid  broke  out  into  open  rebellian. 
Ijiey  refused  to  work,  they  assaulted  the  keeper,  threatened  the  lives  of  the  matrons, 
tore  off  their  dothiug,  dinned  the  guard,  and  set  all  regulation  and  order  at  defiance. 
Several  weeks  elapsed  before  these  outbraaka  were  sabdued ;  and  thoogh  none  of  m 
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geneml  a  oatare  have  lately  occurred,  personal  reiHsontrea  between  themaelvei  wad 
violence  toward  a  their  matrons  are  yet  £ir  too  freqnent. 

The  prison  has  been  so  full  that  the  board  have  several  times  been  induced  to  npplj 
to  the  governor  for  pardons,  in  order  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  necessity  of  oonfining 
more  than  one  in  a  room. 

In  some  instances,  some  of  the  most  disorderly  have  been  worked  upon  until  thsy 
have  formed  rosnliitions  of  amendment,  and  persevered  for  some  time  in  their  better 
course.  Btit  m  there  were  no  means  of  preventing  a  constant  coounuuication  betMroen 
them  and  the  others  who  still  gloried  in  their  bad  benavior,  they  have  soon  been  tempted 
or  compelled  to  return  to  their  former  evil  practices,  and  have  behaved  worse  than 
ever. 

The  opinion  seems  to  have  been  entertained,  that  the  female  convicts  were  berroad 
the  reach  of  reformation ;  and  it  seems  to  have  been  regarded  as  a  sufficient  pertonn- 
ance  of  the  object  of  punishment,  to  turn  them  loose  within  the  pen  of  the  prison,  and 
there  leave  them  to  feed  upon  and  destroy  each  other.  The  board  do  not  believe  kk 
this  doctrine. 

They  are  aware  that  when  a  female  stoops  to  crime,  she  sinks  in  her  degradmtioB 
below  the  vicious  of  the  other  sex,  and  more  especially  when,  as  is  the  case  with  most 
of  these  convicts,  they  have  been  led  into  crime  by  a  course  of  prostitution. 

There  is,  indeed,  in  this,  much  to  render  the  task  of  reformation  more  difficult  than 
with  males,  but  nothing  to  render  it  impracticable.  Separated  from  all  intercourse  with 
the  world,  their  attention  withdrawn  from  all  those  objects  which  occupy  the  minds  of 
those  who  mingle  with  the  world,  seeing  nothing  for  a  long  time  but  tne  walls  arooad 
them,  and  the  sky  over  them,  ignorant  and  superstitious,  female  convicts  become  pecn- 
liarly  susceptible  to  all  external  impressions.  They  are,  above  all  other  creatures,  most 
easily  excited,  and  whether  for  good  or  ill,  depends  upon  the  influence  exerted. 

Surround  any,  even  the  worst  of  them,  witn  a  sound  moral  influence,  and  let  them 
hear  and  see  only  that  which  is  pure  ajid  Rood,  and  it  is  in  the  nature  of  things  that 
they  must  become  better.  Condemn  any  of  them — the  very  best — to  constant  inter* 
course  with  vice  and  depravity  in  thoii;  most  hideous  forms,  and  it  will  be  a  miracle  if 
they  escape  corruption.  The  latter  is  most  like  our  prison  as  it  is,  and  the  former  as  it 
ou^t  to  be ;  and  every  step  that  can  be  taken  towards  that  healthy  condition,  ia  clear 
^n.  As  at  present  organized,  and  with  our  present  bmldings  ana  accommodations,  it 
IS  out  of  the  question  ever  to  attain  that  object. 

In  the  firpt  place,  all  ought  to  be  taught  to  read  and  write.  There  is  now  no  pro- 
vision whatever  made  for  teaching  them.  If  the  board  were  authorized  to  employ  a 
competent  peron  for  this  purpose,  they  have  no  doubt  that  the  improvement  ra  the 
moral  condition  of  the  convicts,  and  in  their  conduct  generally,  would  amply  compen- 
sate for  the  additional  expense.  In  the  next  place,  the  cells  ought  to  be  so  constructed 
as  to  prevent  all  commimication  between  their  occupants.  The  plan  of  the  PhilniH- 
fhia  penitentiary  it  altogether  the  model  for  this  purpose. 

There,  there  is  abundant  opportunity  for  thought  and  reflection.     No  scenes  of  riot 
divert  the  convicts'  mind  from^the  thought  of  the  crimes  they  have  committed  or  die  / 
ruin  they  had  brought  upon  themselves. 

The  humble  and  the  penitent  incur  no  hazard  of  being  compelled  to  transgress  evefl 
in  the  place  of  their  punishment.  The  last  moments  of  me  djmg  are  not  disturbed  by 
ribald  songs  or  abominable  blasphemy.  The  vicious  hold  no  supremacy  there.  No 
assaults  upon  the  officers,  no  battles  among  the  wretched  inmates  are  permitted 
to  break  the  quiet  of  that  prison  house.  No  opportunities  are  afforded  to  the  TetanD 
criminal  of  extending  the  corruption  of  vice  among  the  weak  and  the  timid.  No  ia- 
ducements  are  held  out  to  the  hardened  to  defy  all  control,  and  to  an  example  of  disor* 
der  and  disobedience.  Heaven's  first  law — that  of  order — reigns  there ;  and  wbQe  ia 
that  solitary  system  is  seen  the  hazard  of  stultifying  the  mind,  that  evil  can  hardly  be 
deemed  mater  than  the  certainty,  in  our  prison,  ofcorrupting  the  heart  and  deatrojing 
the  moral  sense.  To  meet  this  case,  the  board  respectfully  suggest  the  erection  of  a 
prison  for  females  upon  the  plan  herewith  submitted.  The  cells  to  be  so  constni^ed 
as  to  prevent  all  intercourse  among  the  convicts ;  to  be  sufficiency  lai^^e  to  enable  then 
to  work  in  them,  and  with  a  room  adjoining  for  a  sleeping  apartment  It  will  be  o 
easy  matter  to  obtain  employment  for  them  in  their  cells,  by  means  of  which  their 
earnings  would  be  more  than  they  are  now,  and  so  that  they  need  never  to  have  aay 
communication  with  each  other. 

If,  however,  their  laboring  in  compan^r  is  desirable,  then  that  several  workshops  be 
erected,  that  the  convicts  may  be  clasnfied,  and  the  ffreat  end  attained  of  protecting 
the  well  disposed  and  orderly  from  the  interference  »^  oootamination  of  the  yicioiM. 
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The  attMsiiig  €i  this  object  onght,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  to  be  a  pamnoont 

consideration. 

The  board  wish  they  ooold  be  permitted  to  make  a  more  ample  provirion  for  dio 
daaerving  and  repentant  amon^  the  convicts  than  the  law  now  warrants,  npon  thenr 
leaving  the  prison.  The  agent  is  limited  to  an  allowance  of  $3  to  each  discharged  con* 
▼iet;  and  while  the  sheriff  of  Erie  will  receive  about  $150  for  bringing  a  female  to  the 
prison,  the  poor  wretch  receives  $3  to  return  to  her  home.  By  contracting  the  allow* 
aaoe  to  those  whose  residence  is  near,  the  Aeent  is  enabled  to  eke  out  the  payment  to 
die  convict  from  Buffalo  to  $7  or  $8.  The  effect  is  to  give  to  each  one  not  more  than 
just  enoufih,  at  best,  to  enable  her  to  reach  home. 

Five  children  have  been  born  in  the  prison  within  the  past  year,  three  of  whom  are 
still  living  there.  The  board  are  informed  that  the  same  sad  accident  has  been  of  fire* 
qii«Qt  occurrence,  and  its  recurrence  in  future  cannot  well  be  guarded  against. 

We  are  informed  that  in  every  instance  except  one,  the  children  who  have  been  bora 
in  the  prison  have  not  lived  to  attain  the  age  of  twelve  months.  It  is  not  surprisinff 
that  it  should  be  so.  The  close  confinement  of  the  mothers,  and  the  impure  av 
breathed  by  these  little  ones  from  the  first  moment  of  their  birth,  seem  to  renaer  thexf 
early  death  inevitable. 

No  adetjuate  provision  for  the  mothers  or  their  children  is  or  can  be  made  in  the 
preeent  priiion.  The  only  room  that  can  be  used  as  a  hospital,  is  one  about  18  feet 
aqoare ;  and  in  that  small  room,  during  the  heat  of  the  past  summer,  8  women  and  5 
children  were  confined  day  and  night. 

J.  W.  EDMONDS, 

T.  M.  NIVEN, 

HENRY  ROMER,    >  Inspecton. 

ISAAC  BIDSALL, 

HENRY  HARRIS, 


1843. — Agent's  Report. 

Receipts  from  the  following  sources : — Carpet  and  rug  shops,  $8,165  23  ;  coopeta 
■hop,  5,649  13 ;  hatters  shop,  1,609  04  ;  shoemakers  shops,  9,419  12  ;  toolmakers  snop, 
1,134  67  ;  saddlery-hardware  shop,  2,658  40 ;  lock  makers  shop,  1,670  01 ;  file  makers 
shop,  493  49 ;  fur  shop,  122  85  ;  silk  department,  24  02 ;  stone  shop  and  quarries, 
3,817  81 ;  house  and  farm,  905  33;  provision  account,  1,011  47;  convicts'  deposit  ac- 
count, 29  20  ;  furniture,  1  50;  visitors,  141  22  ;  miscellaneous,  117  88;  from  Comp- 
troller, by  D.  L.  Seymour,  former  Agent,  18,000  00 ;  present  Agent,  14,500  00 ;  to 
which  add  balance  30th  September,  1842.  1,539  04  :  total,  $71,009  41. 

DUbur$€mcnt n.^For  provisions,  $17,251  04;  officers'  salaries,  18,653  88;  guards* 
pay  rolls,  9.290  75  ;  clothing  and  bedding,  5,536  59  ;  fuel  and  oil,  5,533  32 ;  hospital 
stores,  medicines,  etc.,  864  4  ;  hay  and  grain,  277  33  ;  building  materials,  1,639  16  ; 
stone  shop  and  quarries,  1,362  27;  smiths  and  lock  shop,  1,339  72;  postase,  printing 
and  stationery,  248  65;  library — Bibles  and  prayer-books,  161  96  ;  travelling  and  in- 
cidental expenses,  169  30 ;  furniture  account,  753  48 ;  house  and  farm,  84  47 ;  convicU* 
deposit  account,  11  00;  silk  shop,  (machinery,  etc.,)  1,934  51;  discharged  convicts, 
607  00  ;  freight  account,  51  63  ;  apprehension  of  convicts,  41  89 ;  miscellaneous,  846  61 1 
total,  $66,658  60. 

Leaving  a  balance  in  Agent's  hands  of  $1,594  91 ;  there  is  also  in  my  hands,  vouch- 
ers which  my  predecessors  paid  out  in  the  suit  with  Jeremiah  Chichester,  and  were 
by  him  retained  in  this  office  by  order  of  the  Comptroller,  until  the  final  settlement  of 
said  suit.  These  vouchers  were  handed  over  to  me  by  Mr.  Seymour,  and  amount  to 
the  sum  of  2.616  53 ;  there  is  also  an  interest  account  for  moneys  advanced  by  Mr. 
Seymour  in  payment  of  these  vouchers,  amounting  to  139  37  :  total,  $4,350  81. 

Convicts- — There  remained  in  the  prison  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  1842,  male 
convicts,  720  ;  females,  65  :  total,  785.  During  the  past  year  there  was  received  by 
commitments,  males,  303 ;  escaped  and  retaken,  3 ;  females,  40 :  total,  346.  Dis- 
charged by  expiration  of  sentence  this  year,  males,  181 ;  females,  17  :  totai,  198.  Par- 
doned, males,  38 ;  females,  8  :  total,  46.  Escaped,  males,  6 ;  female,  1 :  total,  7.  Sent 
to  Lunatic  Asylum,  males.  3 ;  females,  2 :  total,  5.  Sent  to  House  of  Refuge,  males,  2 ; 
females,  2  :  total,  4.  Died,  males,  33 :  female,  1 :  total,  34.  The  number  of  convicts 
remaining  in  the  prison  at  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  was,  males,  763 ;  fe- 
males, 76 :  total,  839. 

The  principal  matron,  Mrs.  Bard,  has  frequently  expressed  much  anxiety  for  the 
peculiar  manner  in  which  she  has  been  compelled  to  dispose  of  the  convicts. 

45 
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Sboold  a  range  of  ac^tary  cells  be  erected  in  the  yard  adjoining  file  prinn.  aa 
templated  by  toe  Board  of  Inspectors,  it  would,  undoubtedly,  be  attended  with  aals 
tary  results,  as  experience  has  convinced  me,  that  this  is  the  most  homane  and  effi- 
cient means  of  subduing  the  turbulent  passions  of  the  disobedient  and  refinactory,  and 
preventing  their  annoying  those  who  are  better  disposed. 

At  the  time  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  this  oflSce,  m  May  last,  there  was  a  great  hob- 
ber  of  men  who  were  earning  but  very  little  for  the  prison ;  many  of  them  were  let  to 
contractors  on  extremely  low  wages,  and  a  great  number  were  not  producing  any 
income  whatever. 

Immediate  measures,  however,  were  taken  to  invite  business  and  employment  lor 
the  inmates,  which  resulted  successfully. 

Contracts,  however,  have  been  taken  at  low  rates ;  much  lower  than  might  baipe 
been  made,  provided  there  had  been  no  respect  paid  to  mechanical  branches  oatiide 
the  prison. 

During  the  past  6scal  year  there  have  been  buildings  erected,  and  other  improre- 
m^ta  at  the  prison,  for  which  we  derive  no  income.  These  improvements  are  eati- 
matsd  to  have  cost  as  follows,  namely  : — 

Rebuilding  shops  destroyed  by  fire,  $1,000  00 ;  new  workshop  for  filoKsntters'  oaa, 
400  00 ;  house  for  steam-en^ne,  50  00 ;  work  on  walled  road,  500  00 :  at  female 
prison,  the  vtralls  at  matron's  nouse  were  re-plastered,  100  00;  finishing  and  painting 
female  prison,  100  00 ;  the  silk  shop  extended,  and  finished  at  an  expense  of  450  00; 
kitchen  finished,  and  furnished  with  boilers,  etc.,  600  00 ;  store  and  coal  housea.  etc, 
150  00 ;  9,400  feet  of  solid  masonry  on  parapet  and  prison  yard  walls,  2,350  00 ;  large 
cut  stone  cistern,  400  00 ;  1,300  feet  wall  coping  and  flagging,  40  cts.,  480  00 :  t»> 
tal,  $6,580  00. 

WM.  H.  PECK,  Agent 

1843. — Physician's  Report. 

Since  the  charge  of  the  medical  department  of  the  institution  came  under  my  cara 
in  May,  1843, 1  have  observed  that  the  prisoners  were  afflicted  with  the  same  class  of 
diseases  which  have  been  prevalent  in  the  surrounding  country.  From  the  20th  of 
June  to  some  time  in  July,  tbey  were  generally  afflicted  with  the  epidemic  influenza. 
This  was  followed  in  July  and  August  by  many  severe  cases  of  cholera  morbita,  dia^ 
rhosa,  and  dysentery ;  and  in  August  ana  September,  a  number  of  cases  of  fever  oc- 
curred, of  a  typhoia  character,  which  proved  fatal  in  two  cases. 

The  daily  average  number  of  cases  m  each  month,  for  which  prescriptions  were  ad- 
ministered, is  9|. 

DeeUh»  during  the  year, — CoQgumption,  13 ;  atrophy,  1 ;  dyspepsia,  2 ;  typfaoa,  3 ; 
dropsy,  2 ;  hsemoptisis,  3 :  scrofula,  I ;  diseased  heart  and  lungs,  2 ;  epilepsy^  1 ;  hy- 
drothorax,  1 ;  dysenteir,  1 ;  chronic  diarrhoea,  1 ;  injury,  1 :  total,  32. 

The  inmates  of  the  temale  prison  have  been  generally  healthy.  Only  one  death  hH 
occurred  during  the  year,  namely,  Ann  Parker  died  June  4th — disease,  palsy. 

The  following  convicts  have  been  sent  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum : — John  Tillotson,  aont 
October  15th,  1842;  Thomas  M.  Brown,  sent  November  5th;  Warren  Scott,  sent  Joly 
25th,  1843 ;  Rachael  Stewart,  sent  July  23rd,  1843. 

A.  K.  HOFFMAN,  Phyaiciao. 

1843, — Chaplain's  Report. 

My  Sabbath  labors  consist,  briefly,  of  a  sermon  in  each  prison,  services  in  the  boqpi> 
tal,  and  private  interviews  at  the  cells  of  those  convicts  who  send  for  me.  These  gen- 
erally occupy  6  hours  suecetiively^  and  are  therefore  exceedingly  exhausting. 

The  labors  of  the  week  are  nuide  up  of  visits  to  the  sick,  hoth  in  the  hospitals  and 
without;  attending  funerals,  and  inquiring  of  the  keepers  concerning  the  chai 
and  conduct  of  those  convicts  with  whom  I  had  conversed  on  the  Sabbath. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  following  will  be  found  to  be  the  controlling  traita  of 
acter  exhibited  in  the  lives  and  conduct  of  the  majority  of  our  prisoners : — 

1.  An  unusual  degree  of  self-conceit,  without  an  appropriate  share  of  self-reapeet 

2.  A  strong  but  sordid  affection  for  the  opposite  sex.  This  is  equally  applicabla  tB 
the  inmates  of  both  prisons. 

3.  Sociability  without  friendship. 

4.  Love  of  ease,  both  of  body  and  mind ;  and  benoe 

5.  Inveterate  ignonmce  and  indolence . 
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•.  A  itrooff  incHiuitimi  to  ielf-iDdQigeiice,  without  regard  to  the  aooommodnioD 
even  of  boneractore  and  friends ;  and  hence 

7.  Cherished  ingratitude. 

8.  Dinatiafaction  and  rentlettneas. 

Now  let  these  propensities  be  nnrestrainedly  indulged,  and  who  cannot  pereeiw. 
that  the  legitimate  results  would  be  reckleMness  or  presumptuous  daring,  rape  or  po- 
lygamy, prodigality,  reven^,  larceny,  burglary,  retaliation  and  deception  ? 

Ought  not  ioBt  prison  discipline,  theretore,  which  aims  the  most  successful  blow  at 
these  controlling  propensities,  to  be  regarded  as  the  most  perfect  ? 

Through  the  aid  of  my  note  books  I  have  been  able,  at  least  partially,  to  teat  the 
**  silent"  or  *'  Auburn  system,"  in  this  respect,  by  keeping  an  eye  upon,  and  searohing 
oat  discharged  convicts. 

But  the  utility  of  the  system  in  preventing  crime  by  the  reformation  of  the  criminal, 
is  yet,  it  would  seem,  problematical ;  a  fearral  problem  indeed. 

Aware  that  the  mere  ipae  dixit  of  a  superficial  observer  would  fiiil  to  satisfy  eidier 
the  Inspectors  or  the  public  on  this  subject,  I  have,  during  the  last  three  years,  as  hat 
already  been  intimated,  made  every  lawful  efToit  to  collect  aud  concentrate  all  the  at»- 
tiatics  which  had  a  bearing  on  this  question,  for  the  express  purpose  of  presenting  them 
to  the  board  at  a  suitable  time.  The  statistics  of  three  years  therefore,  will  afford  cri- 
teria firom  which  unequivocal  decisions  may  be  had  in  reference  to  the  comparative 
utflity  of  the  ''  Auburn  system." 

These  notes  include  the  names,  addr^ses  and  references  of  100  convicts  who  hove 
been  discharged  since  the  spring  of  1840 ;  and  who,  virhen  last  seen  or  heard  from, 
were  doing  well. 

A  respectable  number  of  these  100  men  are  in  church  fellowship  with  the 'different 
denominations  of  Christians. 

It  has^  been  stated  that  854  criminals,  after  having  tested  the  **  Auburn"  system  of 
penitentiary  discipline  for  some  three  years,  have  been  discharged. 

Now  it  IS  a  question,  where  are  these  men  ?  The  statistics  which  accompany  tfaia 
report  answers  this  question  only  in  part.  They  state  that  74  of  the  854  died  m  priaon, 
learins  780.  Deduct  from  this  number  the  43  who  have  returned  to  prison,  and  the 
100  whom  the  statistics  represent  as  doins  well,  still  637  remain  unaccounted  for. 

My  own  opinion  is,  gentlemen,  that  at  least  one-half  of  them  ought  to  be  added  to 
the  ikt  of  those  100  who  are  represented  as  "  doing  well." 

JOHN  LUCKEY,  Chapbin. 


1846. — Inspectors'  Report. 

It  win  be  perceived,  that  the  expenses  of  the  prison,  for  ordioaiy  support,  have  ex- 
ceeded its  earnings  only  $854  19.  This  is  Uie  nrst  time  within  a  period  of  sevenl 
years,  that  the  annual  earnings  of  this  prison  have  approached  its  ordinary  annual  ex- 
penses within  $18,000.  This  gratifying  change  has  been  effected  chiefly  by  the  exer- 
cise of  a  rigid  aiid  stringent  economy ;  tne  actual  earnings  of  the  prison  for  the  last  ye^ 
not  having  very  materially  varied  from  those  of  the  year  preceding. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  advance  the  earnings  of  the  prison  very  materially,  until  the 
expiration  of  several  heavy  contracts.  No  contract  has  been  made  by  the  present  board 
at  less  than  38  centa  per  day  for  each  man ;  and  it  ia  confidently  believedf,  that  for  the 
future  we  shall  find  tuU  employ  for  all  our  sound  men,  at  an  aversge  of  40  cents.  Con- 
tnetM  were  entered  into  in  the  year  1843,  having  five  years  tn  run,  which  control  the 
labor  of  about  275  of  our  most  valuable  mechanics,  at  only  32  cents  per  day  for  eaoh 
man.  These  contracts  yield  on  an  average,  seven  cents  a  day  less  for  tne  labor  of  eaoh 
man,  than  that  labor  would  now  command,  making  an  annual  loss  to  the  priaoo  of  more 
ten  $5,000 

Two  contracts  have  been  entered  into  recently,  which  must  increase  our  tavemie  for 
the  coming  year,  and  yield  us  something  beyond  the  expenses  for  ordinary  support. 
The  first  was  for  the  employment  of  20  to  30  of  our  female  convicts  in  the  mamtmotore 
of  buttons,  at  20  cents  each  per  day. 

The  other  for  the  employment  of  from  30  to  150  men,  for  five  years,  in  the  raanufoo- 
tare  of  lime,  at  40  cents  a  day  for  each  man,  and  five  cents  per  ton  for  the  stone  in  the 
quarry.  As  this  contract  will  enrol  a  class  of  men  who  have  been  earning  but  35  centa 
a  day,  or  less,  the  difference  in  fovor  of  the  prison  for  the  coming  year,  should  not  be 
iDOonsiderable,  while  the  profits  upon  each  man's  labor  will  increase  with  the  number 
of  men  that  may  be  employed  on  it,  by  increaiing  the  mle  of  the  ftooe  to  be  oonauatd 
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by-  their  labor.    The  terms  for  the  females  are  as  reasonable  as  we  ooold  expect,  and 
most  favorable  to  the  discipline  of  that  part  of  the  establishment. 

In  pursuance  of  the  law  enacted  in  May  last,  by  which  $10,000  were  appropriated  to 
the  purpoM  of  introducing  the  Croton  water  into  this  prison,  all  our  available  forces 
that  could  be  spared  from  the  existing  contracts,  were  devoted  to  that  important  work. 
It  does  not  seem  to  have  been  considered,  that  the  law  of  184*2  not  only  depresset 
the  market  value  of  our  own  prison  labor,  but  furnishes  a  positive  protection  to  the 
prison  labor  of  sister  States,  ana  invites  all  the  penitentiaries  of  the  Union  into  compe- 
tition with  the  free  labor  of  New  York.  It  is  well  known  that  New  York  city  tar- 
nishes the  largest  market  for  prison,  as  for  about  every  other  kind  of  manufiu^tare  in 
onr  country.  It  is  not  so  well  known  that  this  is  the  only  State  that  protects  its  finee 
labor  from  competition  with  its  convict  labor  to  any  considerable  extent. 

Onr  legislation  in  attempting  to  protect  our  own  free  labor  from  competition  with 
convict  labor,  is  in  fact  protecting  to  precisely  the  same  extent,  the  convict  labor  of  all 
the  neighboring  States,  at  the  expense  of  the  free  labor  of  this  State,  and  in  certain  case^ 
laying  a  bounty  up(m  foreign  prison  labor,  for  several  branches  of  industry  which  would 
come  within  the  operation  of  the  restricting  law  of  1842.  We  will  enumerate  the  ar- 
ticle of  chip  hats  as  an  instance.  These  are  not  manufactured  in  this  State  to  any  ex- 
tent, if  at  all,  but  are  mostly  wrought  in  the  eastern  States,  by  prison  labor  and  other- 
wise, and  yet  the  State  of  New  York  furnishes  a  larger  market  for  this  article  probably 
than  an  equal  area  upon  any  portion  of  the  globe.  If  our  penitentiaries  were  permit- 
ted by  law  to  engage  in  this  manufacture,  theywould  compete  with  none  of  oar  do- 
mestic free  labor,  and  might  be  enabled  to  furnish  an  article  of  almost  infinite  consump- 
tion in  this  State,  without  torching  the  interests  of  her  citizens  except  to  advance  them. 
The  protection  furnished  by  mis  law  to  neighboring  States  in  the  manu&cture  of 
shoes  and  cabinet-ware,  seems  to  be  equally  unfavorable  to  the  interests  of  car  own 
citizens.  This  law  should  be  so  modified  as  to  limit  its  restriction  upon  convict  labor 
to  those  branches  of  industry,  the  chief  supply  of  which,  for  the  contumptum  of  tkit 
8iiU€t  is  imported  ffom  tptlhout  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  discipline  of  the  prison  during  the  past  year  has  been  full  of  encouragement  and 
promise ;  owing,  perhaps,  in  a  measure,  to  the  changes  we  have  made  in  the  govam- 
ment  of  the  prison,  by  the  adoption  of  new  rules,  from  which  we  make  the  foUowing 
extracts : — 

*'  To  remedy  abases,  if  possible,  and  to  secure  entire  impartiality  and  coolness  in  the 
administration  of  the  prison  penalties,  the  duty  of  determining  the  quality  of  every  o^ 
fence  and  its  appropnate  punishment,  is  devolved  upon  the  principal  keeper  exclu- 
sively. By  the  operation  of  these  rules,  the  oflScer  who  is  wimess  to  any  offence,  ii 
required  to  certify  the  facts,  in  his  own  handwriting,  to  the  keeper,  and  the  exact  time 
of  sendins  in  his  report  The  punishment,  together  with  the  exact  time  of  its  inflic- 
tkm,  is  to  be  registered  immediately  thereafter.  The  records  of  these  facts  are  to  be 
reviewed  monthly  by  the  Board  of  Inspectors,  who  will  judge  from  them  whether 
there  be  any  disproportion  between  the  ofTence  reported  and  its  punishment.  This 
system,  thus  far,  has  proved  eminently  successful. 

"  The  4th  and  5th  article  provides  that  each  convict  sentenced  to  this  prison  shall 
be  kept  in  solitary  confinement  48  hours  after  his  arrival,  interrupted  only  by  the  ne* 
oessary  attendance  of  his  keeper,  during  which  period,  designed  lor  reflection,  neither 
books  nor  employment  of  any  kind  shall  be  allowed  him,  and  that  on  the  third  day  he 
shall  be  visited  by  the  chaplain,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  convey  to  his  mind  soch 
valuable  impressions  as  he  shall  seem  best  prepared  to  receive. 

*'  A  tax  ot  25  cents  per  head  is  imposed  by  section  II.,  title  XI.,  apon  persons  ad- 
mitted to  visit  the  prison. 

"  We  are  advised  that  multitudes  of  idle  visitors  throng  the  prison  daily,  having  no 
interest,  either  in  the  purposes  of  the  institution,  or  the  fate  of  its  inmates ;  who  re- 
quire the  almost  constant  attendance  during  the  day,  of  from  one  to  three  of  the  guarcl. 
"  We  would  respectfully  invite  your  honorable  body  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
directing  the  testimony  taken  in  the  criminal  courts  upon  the  trial  of  convicted  feloo* 
to  be  transcribed,  and  a  copy  thereof  to  be  transmitted  to  the  State  prisons  of  the  rt- 
spective  crimmal  districts,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  sentence  of  the  offender  im 
been  pronounced." 

JAMES  POWERS,^ 

JOHN  BIGELOW, 

B.  H.  MACR,  >Inspectoti. 

JOHN  FISHER, 

AMZI  L.  DEAN, 
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1846. — Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  use  of  Tobacco. 

It  11  impracticable  to  exclnde  tobacco  wholly  from  the  prison.  Bj  the  report  of  the 
principal  Keeper,  it  appears  that  of  the  794  male  cooyiclB  in  the  prison  on  the  7th  of 
December  last,  574  were  addicted  to  the  use  of  tobacco  previous  to  their  conviction, 
and  of  these  373  had  used  it  over  10  years.  Of  those  addicted  to  its  use,  all  but  15  said 
tli^  would  draw  tobacco  if  tliey  were  permitted  to.  These  facts  suflSciently  indicate 
the  strength  and  permanence  of  this  propensity.  The  consequence  is,  that  every  form 
of  deceit  is  resorted  to  by  the  convicts  to  gratify  it.  We  are  assured  from  many  relia- 
ble c^uarters  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  entirely  to  exclude  tobacco  from  those  of  tiw 
convicts  who  have  a  strong  desire  for  it. 

It  is  impossible  to  make  the  mass  of  our  convicts  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  comply 
with  the  rules  of  the  prison  in  this  respect.  They  do  not  see  any  controlling  objection 
ft>  the  indulgence,  and  finally  come  to  consider  the  privation  as  answering  no  oth«r 
cod — whatever  its  purpose  may  have  been,  than  to  aggravate  their  punishment.  The 
consequence  is,  that  they  are  under  a  continual  temptation  to  deceive  their  keepers; 
wmd  what  is  worse,  they  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  it  Every  temptation  resitted 
■(rengthems  the  character,  but  every  temptation  yielded  to,  weakens  it. 

Force  alone  never  eradicated  a  vice,  nor  has  your  committee  discovered  the  slighteil 
evidence  to  sustain  the  opinion  that  any  tobacco-user  has  been  reclaimed  from  the 
habit  by  its  forcible  inhibition.  The  indulgence  of  these  appetites  calls  for  stimulanli 
of  some  kind  to  counteract  them. 

In  the  way  this  iubibitiou  is  imposed,  it  is  a  continual  torture  to  the  convict,  and 
keepo  his  mind  in  a  constant  state  oi  irritation.  Tobacco  operates  as  a  sliebt  stimulant 
and  sedative,  it  restores  the  minds  of  its  votaries  to  that  calm  and  cheerful  quietude  in 
which  they  are  so  susceptible  of  favorable  impressions.  Until  we  can  in  some  waj 
bring  the  convict's  mind  to  that  state  we  can  nave  little  or  no  moral  influence  over 
bim.  He  looks  upon  the  indulgence  you  grant  him  as  a  kindness,  for  which  he  is  ovei^ 
flowing  with  gratitude.  Theu  if  we  wish  to  cure  him  of  at  least  a  filthy  habit,  he  wHl 
listen  to  our  arguments  and  yield  to  the  iufluence  of  moral  suasion.  I  would  rather 
undertake  to  break  ten  of  the  habit  in  this  way  than  one  by  compulsion.  I  have  dia- 
oovered  no  instances  where  those  not  habituated  to  its  use  have  adopted  it  here ;  we 
endeavor  to  guard  agaiiftt  such  a  result,  and  are  assisted  in  our  efforts  by  the  inconve- 
nience to  which  its  9se  subjects  those  who  practice  it,  in  abstaining  from  spitting  upon 
the  floor  or  walls,  and  in  emptying  and  keeping  their  spit-boxes  clean. 

There  is  an  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  introduction  of  tobacco  among  the 
convicts,  which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  It  enlarges  the  range  of  those  punish- 
ments which  do  not  tend  to  degrade  offenders.  The  efficacy  of  punishment  depends 
exactly  upon  its  tendency  to  increase  or  to  diminish  the  self-respect  of  its  victim.  If 
it  increases  his  self-respect,  both  the  severity  and  the  eflScacy  of  the  punishment  are 
increased ;  if  it  diminishes  his  self-respect,  its  efficacy  diminishes  in  a  correspondinc 
latio.  Hence  the  growing  abhorrence  among  intelligent  philanthropists  for  the  nae  of 
the  eat,  the  shower  bath,  the  ball  and  chain,  and  for  the  cropping  of  hair,  the  branding 
of  features,  etc.  etc. 

In  view  of  all  these  considerations,  your  committee  are  led  to  the  conclusinn,  that 
the  rule  against  the  use  of  tobacco  in  the  prison  entirely  fails  of  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  prescribed,  and  that  no  advantages  are  derived  from  its  exclusion,  which  at  all 
compensate  for  the  hardship  to  which  such  exclusion  subjects  the  victims  of  this  pef^ 
verse  and  exacting  appetite. 

Resolved,  That  the  principal  keeper  and  principal  matron  be  directed  to  make  out 
a  correct  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  convicts,  within  their  respective  departments, 
in  this  prison,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  nsins  tobacco  or  snuff  pfevioua  to  their  sen- 
tence, and  to  each  of  those  who  desire  it,  they  be  authorized  to  furnish  weeldy  a  raium 
of  tobacco  or  snuff  not  to  exceed  one-sixteenth  of  a  pound. 

1846. — Agent's  Report. 

The  aggregate  amount  received  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  the  sum  of  #1,577  78, 
balance  in  Uie  Agent's  hands  October  1,  1845,  is  |76,965  19,  from  the  following 
sources,  viz. : — 

From  comptroller,  on  account  of  special  appropriation  for  relief,  $18,000;  stone  shop 
and  quarries,  8,855  98;  coopers  shop,  5,099  16;  boot  and  shoe  shop.  5,685  64;  fitt 
diop,  4,302  53 :  hat  shop,  3,156  23 ;  brass  shop,  6,194  86 ;  file  shop,  13,813  19 ;  weave 
diopa,  8,799  18 ;   toy  shop,  343  93 ;  smith  shop,  95  97 ;  pamt  shop,  226  17 ;  convkta, 
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deposit  account,  196  98;  clothiug  accoant,  734  50;  proriaioa  accmtiit,  945  90;  batlaB 
shop,  90  81 ;  house  and  farm,  424  16 :  total,  $76,965  19. 

The  expenditures  for  all  purposes,  for  the  year  commencing  October  1,  1845,  md 
ending  September  30,  both  inclusive,  are  as  follows,  viz. : — 

For  pay  of  officers,  $18,095  71 ;  for  pa}r  of  gaurds,  10,401 ;  for  provuiona,  ^,047  47 ; 
stone  uiop  and  quarries,  1,224  11;  hospital,  1,405  59;  clothing,  6,628  81 ;  faniitniv, 
1,967  83;  buildins  and  repairs,  916  49;  oil  and  fuel,  7,189  70;  discharged  coovicts, 
569  39;  incidental  expenses,  1,689  57  ;  smith  shop,  60  00;  tobacco,  222  86;  postage 
and  stationery,  351  78;  convicts*  deposit  account,  60  78 ;  lunatic  convicts,  714  80;  oo 
account  of  Croton  water  appropriation,  2,026  67 ;  on  account  of  appropriatioii  ibr 
repairs,  1.895  24 :  total,  $77,467  80. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  at  the  date  of  the  last  repert,  there  were  debts  against  the 
prison,  amounting,  an  far  as  they  could  be  ascertained  at  that  time,  to  $10,190  17,  and 
It  was  upon  the  supposition  that  that  was  the  whole  amount  of  indebtedness,  that  the 
calculation  was  made,  that  the  cost  of  supporting  the  prison  had  been  $77,476  50,  far 
the  year  then  just  closed.  Subsequently,  however,  other  bills  were  presented,  and 
which  had  not  been  reported  by  the  former  Agent  to  the  Board  of  Inspectors,  making 
altogether  an  additional  indebtedness  of  $2,764  87,  which  being  added  to  the  $10,190 17 
fpreviously  staled,  and  it  gives  $12,955  04  as  tho  total  amount  of  debts  against  the 
prison,  September  30, 1845.  Of  those  debts,  $574  41  were  contracted  in  1843 ;  #994  47 
m  1844;  and  $11,386  16  in  1845;  of  which  last-mentioned  sum,  $4,122  88  was  in- 
curred in  that  year,  before  the  21st  of  May,  the  time  when  the  present  Board  of 
Inspectors  came  into  office. 

If  those  amounts  of  indebtedness  be  added  to  the  years  to  which  they  respectirely  be- 
long, the  deficiency  of  the  earnings  for  purposes  of  support,  is,  for  1844,  $21,036  65, 
for  1845,  $19,013  76,  and  for  1846.  854  19.  The  deficiency  for  this  last  year  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  &ct,  that  25  men,  on  on  average,  were  engaged  in  opening  a  new 
4tvenue  to  one  of  our  quarries,  from  which,  after  working  six  months,  they  were  drawn 
off,  before  rendering  their  labor  productive,  to  work  on  the  reservoir  for  the  Ciolai 
¥rater. 

The  daily  cost  for  each  of  the  convicts  during  the  year,  has  been  19  cents  and  7  mills. 

The  productive  male  convicts  are  employed  as  follows: — 

On  file  contract,  for  James  Homer,  148 ;  at  carpet  weaving,  for  John  Humphries.  60 ; 
at  carpet  weaving  for  Hotchkiss  &  Smith,  46 ;  at  boots  and  shoes,  for  Robert  Wiltw, 
40;  on  saddlery-hardware  contract,  for  Wm.  J.  Buck,  48;  hat  contract,  for  Wm.  H. 
White.  25 ;  fur  cutting  contract,  for  Wm.  A.  White,  40 ;  cooper  contract,  for  Henry 
B.  Hubbell,  44 ;  toy  contract,  for  James  Spencer,  2 ;  at  shade  painting,  for  John  W. 
Redfield,  2 ;  in  stone  shop,  stone  cutters,  barrow-men,  and  waiters,  30 ;  in  State  shop, 
carpenters,  8  ;  smith  shop,  smiths  and  helpers,  6 ;  quarry,  25 ;  on  the  excavation  tor 
the  water  works,  40 ;  at  work  on  tho  reservoir,  24 :  cutting  stone  for  resenroii;  12: 
total,  600. 

Mostly  unproductive. — Sick  in  hospital,  11 ;  waiters  and  nurses  in  hospital,  4 ;  kitdiso 
and  store-house,  cooks,  bakers,  and  waiters,  17  ;  hall,  laborers,  whitewashera,  waiters, 
etc.,  16;  State  shop,  making  and  mending  clothing,  mosdy  invalids,  54;  waitets  at 
female  prison,  3 ;  dye  house,  and  east  yard  and  bam,  8 ;  dock,  5 ;  teamsters,  4 ;  wai^ 
ers  in  the  several  shops,  quarry,  and  water- wurks,  18;  coopers  at  work  for  State,  2; 
waiters  at  the  guard-house  and  in  the  keepers  hall,  2 ;  stone  saw-mill,  engine-foom,  and 
tinsmiths,  5 ;  partially  sick,  not  in  hospital,  9 :  total  158. 

Making  in  all,  productive  and  uuproductive,  758. 

We  are  yet,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  without  that  necessary  concomitant  of  health  and 
comfort,  a  full  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water.  \ 

The  introduction  of  the  Crotoii  water  has  been  retarded  by  many  and  various  diffi- 
culties encountered  in  the  progress  of  the  excavations.  The  average  depth  of  the  cat 
is  23||  feet,  and  in  getting  down  that  distance,  innumerable  small  streams  of  water  have 
been  encountered,  also  beds  of  quicksand;  add  to  this  that  the  rocks  through  which 
we  have  had  in  gi-eat  part  to  make  our  way,  have  had  almost  every  variety  of  dip,  and 
it  will  be  at  once  perceived,  that  our  difficulties  have  neither  been  few  nor  small.  But, 
notwithstanding  all  our  embarraasment^,  620  feet  of  the  tunnel  is  already  completpd. 
200  feet  nearly  low  enough,  and  110  feet  about  one-half  excavated,  leaving  but  S20 
feet  more  to  reach  the  main  aqueduct.  In  the  construction  of  the  tunnel,  regard  has 
only  been  had  to  its  utility  and  durability. 

At  the  end  of  our  aqueduct  next  to  the  prison,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  have  a 
reservoir  capable  of  containing  about  400,000  gallons,  a  quantity  deemed  amply  soffi- 
cient  for  any  ordinary  difficulty  likely  to  occur  to  the  main  line  of  the  aqoedoct. 
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BuiUmg  amd  Repmn.-^A  new  floor  in  tho  far  shop,  36  by  52  feet ;  a  new  toof  and 
one  new  fHX>r,  and  part  of  another,  say  36  by  50  feet,  to  the  west  weave  shop,  a  build- 
ing, 152  feet  long,  by  36  feet  wide.  Also  a  new  roof,  and  two  entirely  new  floors,  to 
die  stone  shop,  for  the  purpose  of  adapting  it  to  the  business  of  carpet  weaving :  this 
Imilding  is  90  feet  long  by  36  feet  vtride.  Likewise,  the  back  file  shop,  a  building  106 
fiset  long  by  23  feet  wide,  has  been  roofed  with  tin.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the 
Workshop  at  the  female  prison  has  had  on  entire  new  roof  put  upon  it :  this  building  is 
105  feet  long,  and  23  feet  wide.  Also  an  additional  room  has  been  partitioned  off"  in  the 
female  prison,  for  a  clothes-room  and  nursery.  To  the  above  may  be  added  the  erec- 
tion of  a  gallery  in  the  west  weave  shop,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  *'  sproUers,"  etc. 
running  across  one  end,  and  nearly  the  whole  length  of  one  side  of  the  shop,  whereby 
some  8  or  10  convicts  more  can  be  employed  in  the  same  room,  without  any  additional 
expense  for  their  supervision. 

The  whole  expense  for  the  above  improvements  in  labor  and  materials,  is  $2,428  34. 

There  has  been  an  addition  to  the  west  weave  shop  and  stone  shop,  of  6  feet  in 
height,  of  the  whole  length  of  the  former,  and  4  feet  in  height  of  the  whole  length  of 
the  latter,  making  200  cubic  yards  of  cut  stone  wall,  at  an  exi>ense  of  $600 ;  also  a  new 
•hop,  135  feet  long  by  36  feet  wide,  has  been  commenced. 

HIRAM  P.  ROWEL,  Agent. 

1846. — Keeper's  Report. 

I  have  always  endeavored,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  meet  every  infraction 
of  our  discipline,  with  the  kind  of  punishment  the  nature  of  tlie  case  and  the  character 
of  the  convict  seemed  to  require  ;  and  with  a  view  to  improve  and  ele%'ate  his  condi- 
tion, and  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  institution. 

Experience  has  strengthened  me  in  my  convictions,  that  a  mild,  though  firm  and  de- 
cided mode  of  government,  is  far  more  effectual,  on  tbree-onarters  or  perhaps  seven- 
eights  of  our  convicts,  both  in  reforming  and  enforcing  obeaience,  than  any  system  of 
■everity  that  has  hitherto  been  practiced  in  prisons. 

The  library  of  books  belonging  to  the  male  prison  numbers  about  800  volumes,  of 
which  about  195  are  in  good  oixler,  and  well  adapted  to  the  tastes  and  capacities  of  the 
most  cultivated  of  our  inmates.  Ab«>ut  225  volumes  are  excellent  selections,  but  are 
much  defaced  by  constant  wear.  The  remainder  are  nearly  worn  out  and  unfit  for 
use,  and  besides,  are  for  the  most  part  devoid  of  interest,  and  comparatively  uuprofitar 
ble  to  the  class  of  readers  for  whom  they  are  designed. 

The  effect  of  the  introduction  of  the  use  of  tobacco  upon  the  discipline  was  almost 
immediately  manifest  It  has  difibsed  a  measure  of  contentment  over  a  large  class  of 
our  inmates,  who  had  previously  been  a  source  of  constant  uneasiness  and  anxiety  to 
the  prison  authorities,  and  has,  I  am  satisfied,  contributed  largely  to  the  unusual  respect 
given  by  the  convicts  to  the  regulations  aud  government  of  the  prison  during  a  portion 
of  the  past  year. 

We  have  6  male  convicts  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Utica,  5  of  whom  were  sent  from 
prison  this  last  year.  Two  were  insane  when  they  were  brought  to  prison,  and  the 
other  3  have  shown  aberraliont  of  mind  for  several  years.  The  physician  reports  2 
more  as  confirmed  cases  of  lunacy,  and  who  are,  in  his  opinion,  proper  subjects  for  the 
kmatic  asylum.  He  also  reports  8  others  as  having  "  occasional  paroxysms  of  insanity," 
hut  most  of  the  time  they  are  obedient  and  work  very  well.  They  sometimes,  hovv- 
erer,  violate  the  prison  regulations,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  confine  them  to  their 
oella  during  their  excitement. 

HARMON  ELDRIDGE,  Keeper. 


1846. — Chaplain's  Report. 

I  hare  spent  a  considerable  portion  of  time  in  personal  conversation  with  the  prison- 
ers in  their  cells,  ascertaining  Uieir  particular  states  of  mind,  and  adapting  instructionf 
to  them  individually. 

I  have  also  visited  and  conversed  with  the  sick,  and  with  those  in  solitary  confine- 
ment, under  punishment,  and  with  all  newly  arrived  convicts,  in  conformity  with  the 
tnle  requiring  these  duties. 

The  superintendence  of  the  reading  and  of  the  elementuy  instruction  of  the  illitermto 
hnn  a  very  important  branch  of  my  duties. 

The  library,  as  yon  are  donbtltea  aware,  if  wholly  inadequte  to  the  wants  of  the 
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priaoB.    The  demand  for  booka  cannot  be  anpplied,  and  many  haya  to  apend  their  nli 
tary  hoars  with  nothing  to  occupy  their  attention  better  than  the  reminiscencea  of  their 
paat  lives,  which  rarely  can  be  profitable. 

It  IB  true  that  those  who  can  read  small  print  with  imperfect  light,  have  the  Bibla^ 
with  which  they  may  occupy  their  attention,  and  very  many  make  a  good  use  of  it 
But  it  is  no  less  true  that  access  to  other  suitable  books  would  not  diminish,  but  — *-  — 


increase  their  interest  in  the  Bible. 

A  large  number  of  the  convicts  cannot  read  at  all ;  and  no  public  provision  ia  mada 
for  their  instruction  in  the  elements  of  learning.  Ignorance  is  a  fruitful  source  of  crima ; 
therefore  the  State  wisely  provides  for  the  instruction  of  the  young.  Would  it  not  be 
equally  wise,  when  effects  are  disclosed  in  our  prisons,  to  remove  the  cause  ? 

MATTHEW  D.  GORDON,  Chaplain. 


1846. — Physician's  Report. 

The  Physician  respectfully  reports : — That  a  better  state  of  health  haa  prevailed  at 
the  prison  during  the  past,  than  the  preceding  year.  Tlte  average  number  confined  to 
the  hospital  dunng  the  year,  is  14.  and  the  average  numbef  of  daily  prescriptiona,  59. 
During  the  previous  year.  19  was  the  daily  average  in  the  nosjntal,  and  80  the  nomb^ 
of  daily  prescriptions.  The  mortality  has  likewise  been  much  less  than  during  the 
preceding  year.  Tbo  deaths  which  have  occurred,  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  the 
result  of  chronic  diseases,  many  of  which  were  contracted  previous  to  admission  into 
prison ;  and  the  majority  of  the  cases  fur  daily  prescriptions,  excepting  those  confined 
lu  the  hospital,  have  been  of  so  trivial  a  nature,  as  hardly  to  merit  the  name  of  disease. 

There  have  been,  during  the  po^t  year,  26  deaths  from  disease  ;  2  from  suicide,  and 
1  accidentally  drowned. 

Five  insane  convicts  have  been  sent  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  namely : — Simeon 
McMasters,  May  4th ;  John  Kelluy,  June  2nd ;  William  H.  Moore,  David  H.  Wheeler, 
James  Townsend,  August  29th.     One  female,  Jane  Bacon,  February  17th. 

There  have  been  3  births.  One  death  has  occurred,  namely: — Harriet  WiDiaiDi, 
September  12th ;  disease,  rupture  of  u  blood-vessel  in  the  lungs. 

A.  K.  HOFFMAN,  Phynckn. 


AUBURN  PRISON 
1846. — Inspectors'  Report. 

Since  our  last  annual  report,  nothing  has  occurred  within  the  walls  of  the  , 

interrupt  the  general  quiet  and  prosperity  of  the  establishment,  saving  the  preral,,..^ 
of  an  alarming  epidemic,  in  the  months  of  January,  February,  March,  and  April  last, 
among  the  convicts,  about  twenty  of  whom  fell  victims  to  its  ravages.  We  mntt  bare 
also  mention  as  an  exception,  the  case  of  the  conrict  Plumb,  who,  as  the  Physician  re* 
porte4,  and  as  we  believe,  was  among  the  victims  of  the  epidemic  above  naentioDed, 
out  whose  death  being  charged,  by  individuals  disconnected  with  the  prison  and  %• 
norant  of  its  cause,  to  an  alleged  unreasonable  chastisement  received  by  him,  great 
excitement  was  thereby  produced  in  the  public  mind.  The  incipient  steps  of  a  crimi- 
nal prosecution  wore  hastily  taken  against  the  lat^  keeper;  but  on  a  calm  inYeatintioii 
of  facts,  the  keeper  was  honorably  acquitted.  The  death  of  Plumb  was  made  avulable 
by  individuals  unfriendly  to  the  officers  of  the  prison,  to  impress  no  inconsiderable  poi^ 
tion  of  the  public  with  the  belief  that  great  cruelty  was  exercised  towards  the  oonyicti; 
and  the  Legislature  was  accordingly  appealed  to,  to  shield  these  unfortunate  beings 
against  the  alleged  tyranny  of  their  masters,  by  the  passage  of  a  law  prohibiting  entirely, 
corporal  punishment  in  our  State  prisons.  But  the  wiwlom  of  that  enlightened  body 
foiled  to  discover  in  the  sincrle  instance,  or  in  a  number  of  instances,  of  i^e  suppoeed 
abuse  of  a  system  of  discipline,  a  sufficient  reason  for  abolishing  the  system  itseU;  and 
the  proposed  lawxlid  not  pass.  We  feel  safe  in  adopting  the  conclusion  of  the  keeper, 
that  in  nriaintaining  that  orderly  conduct  among  the  convicts  which  is  essential  to  ane- 
cess  in  ™  daily  transactions  of  the  prison,  corporal  punishment  as  now  inflated,  ngud 
bemg  had  to  the  best  mterests  of  all  concerned,  cannot  be  dispensed  with. 

That  there  naay  have  been  occasions  when  the  authority  to  punish  for  disorderly  «»• 
duct  has  been  mdiscreetiy  exercised  in  this  prison,  we  will  not  pretend  to  deny.  It 
would  be  strange  if  it  were  not  so.  But  if  instances  of  excessive  con«ction  hate  oc- 
curred at  aU  m  the  priMui,  since  iu  affaka  have  oome  under  our  tuperrision,  they  have 
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been  rare  exceptiont  to  a  general  role,  and  are  to  be  aacribed  to  an  error  of  jndnnent, 
rather  than  to  a  vindictive  spirit,  or  a  disposition  to  inflict  unnecessary  pain.  Nor  can 
we  dismiss  this  subject  without  stating  that  the  present  keeper*s  praiseworthy  endeay- 
on  to  govern  the  convicts,  by  appeals  to  their  moral  sense,  nave  been  so  far  sacoeMlbl 
as  to  enable  him  and  his  assistants  to  maintain  wholesome  discipline,  with  less  coipoial 
pnnishment  than  was  formerly  found  necessary. 

Lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  the  cash  balance  on  hand  is  more  Vhan  may  be  wanted 
for  the  exigencies  of  this  prison,  we  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  main  prison  requires 
some  repairs ;  that  one  of  tne  brick  workshops,  erected  a  few  years  since,  is  already  in 
such  a  state  of  dilapidation,  that  the  entire  wail  of  one  side  must  be  taken  down  and 
rebuilt  upon  a  firmer  foundation,  or  the  whole  building  must  fall  into  ruins;  that  the 
old  shops  are  in  such  a  state  of  decay,  that  they  should  at  once  be  supplied  by  new 
and  more  suitable  ones ;  that  in  addition  to  this,  the  prison  yard  needs  extensive  hn- 
provements.  These  repairs,  new  erections,  and  improvements,  which  are  certaiDly 
much  needed,  and  which  it  is  designed  to  accomplish  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  sea- 
son, will  exhaust  most,  if  not  all,  the  surplus  in  the  treasury. 

Under  the  humane  provisions  of  the  law  authorizing  the  removal  of  insane  convicts 
to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Utica,  three  such  convicts  Iwve  been  sent  from  this  prison  to 
that  institution  within  the  last  four  months. 

In  comparing  the  proportion  of  the  sick  to  the  healthy,  both  in  and  ont  of  prison,  we 
believe  that  the  proportion  is  less  in  prison  than  out.  in  making  this  comparison,  al- 
though favorable,  we  ought  not  to  forget  that  licentiousness  and  dissipation  make  seri- 
ous inroads  on  the  health  of  many  convicts.  It  is  not  pretended  that  sound  health  and 
a  vigorous  constitution  will  be  improved  by  the  labor  and  privations  to  which  the  con- 
Tict  IS  necessarily  subjected ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  worthy  of  remark,  that  not  a  few 
of  the  inmates  of  State  prisons  are  indebted  for  a  greatly  improved  health,  and  some 
moral  elevation,  to  the  dreaded  sentence  of  the  law,  which  at  the  same  time  arrests  a 
career  of  crime,  and  that  ruinous  dissipation  which  is  its  usual  attendant. 

The  number  of  convicts  in  this  prison  is  gradually  decreasing  from  year  to  year. 
The  average  number  for  the  past  calendar  year  is  less,  considerably,  than  it  was  for 
either  of  the  preceding  ten  years.  This  decrease  cannot  be  accounted  for  in  the  re- 
moval of  44  convicts  from  this  to  the  Clinton  prison,  which  took  place  in  June,  1845, 
and  the  detaching  of  a  small  portion  of  this  prison  district. 

We  renew  our  application  made  in  our  last  report  for  authority  to  inclose  the  grotmd, 
about  nine  acres,  belonging  to  the  prison,  but  not  included  wimin  its  walls,  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  may  be  safely  cultivated  as  a  garden  by  such  convicts  as  cannot  be 
otherwise  so  well  employed.  By  this  means  the  prisoners  could  be  properly  indulged 
in  a  more  liberal  use  of  a  needed  varie^  of  vegetable  food  than  they  now  ei\joy,  which 
would  not  only  gratify  them,  but  serve  as  a  preventiye,  more  or  less,  of  the  diseases  to 
which  their  mode  of  living  exposes  them. 

We  are  prompted  again  to  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
by  law  the  annual  appropriation  from  the  funds  of  the  prison  of  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$400,  to  be  expended  in  employing  a  suitable  person  or  persons  to  aid  the  chaplain  in 
teaching  the  convicts  the  rudiments  of  learning. 

ELEAZER  R.  PALMER, 
SAMUEL  6ILM0RE, 
CHARLES 
JARED  WILSON. 


R.  PALMER,  > 

IILMORE.  I   T„.,^,„ 

D.  FITCH,       /  In»pectan. 

LSON,  J 


1846. —  Kbbpbr's  Report. 

In  the  government  of  the  prison,  I  have  endeavored  to  establish  a  uniform  sjitain, 
based  upon  the  principles  of  justice  and  mercy.  I  am  sure  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
necessary  it  is  to  the  right  ffovemment  of  an  institution  like  this,  where  so  much  power 
as  to  the  infliction  of  punishment  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  individual,  tliat  justice 
and  mercy  should  go  hand  in  hand.  In  administering  the  discipline  of  prisons,  some 
kind  of  punishment  has  been  found  necessary  to  coerce  the  inmatM  to  the  observance 
of  ht^thful  and  necessary  rules,  and  much  solicitude  has  been  felt  to  discover  the  best 
mode.  Among  all  the  modes  as  yet  devised,  lam  decidedly  of  the  opinion  thai  JlaftUo' 
tion  with  the  eat  is  the  most  tffeetwd,  and  at  the  same  time  least  productive  of  permar 
nent  injury  to  either  body  or  mind.  This  is  the  mode  chiefly  relied  upon  at  this  prison. 
Objections  have  been  urged  against  this  modo,  but  I  believe  that  the  only  true  gpomd 
of  objection  lies  in  its  abuse,  and  applies  with  equal  force  to  all  other  modes.     At  aU 
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erenttf  it  it  an  nndeniablo  fact,  that  no  wjtitBm  has  been  yet  deviaed  under  which  nhoae 
■ad  cnxelty  may  not  be  practiced. 

I  am  aware  that  much  may  be  effected  by  the  force  of  moral  soaaion,  and  thftt  kind 
admonitions  and  exhortations  are  all  that  in  many  cases  may  be  necessary ;  bat  amon^ 
ao  many  as  are  here  collected  toother,  there  moat  ever  be  some  evil-disposed  men, 
who  can  be  sabdaed  and  controlled  only  by  corporal  punishment 

prisons  were  instituted  as  places  of  punishment,  and  they  should  be  so  condocted  as 
to  effect  three  distinct  objects :  first,  to  punish  the  offender ;  second,  to  reform  him,  if 
possible ;  and  third,  to  terrify  the  criminally-inclined.  If  this  is  a  correct  view,  then 
great  care  should  be  taken  by  those  having  prisons  in  charge,  and  by  those  havinj^ 
power  and  influence  to  direct  in  Uieir  affairs,  neither  to  detract  from  the  punishment 
Its  just  merit,  nor  to  debase  the  convict  by  adding  cruelty  or  unnecessary  severi^  to 
the  discipline,  and  especially  not  to  strip  the  prison  of  its  terror,  and  thereby  render  it 

VTITIHO  AND  DXSIRABLX. 

DAVID  FOOT,  Keeper. 


1846. — Chaplain's  Report. 

Of  the  606  convicts  now  in  prison,  all  of  them,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  aged  men 
with  defective  eyesight,  and  a  small  number  who  have  been  here  but  a  short  tune,  can 
read  the  spelling-book  and  Bible  One  prisoner,  58  years  old,  who  has  been  here  onhr 
three  years,  and  who,  when  he  came,  was  ignorant  of  the  alphabet,  can  now  read  weu. 
Another,  equally  illiterate  when  he  came,  not  only  reads  well,  but  has  committed  to 
memory  fourteen  hundred  verses  of  the  Bible,  so  as  to  repeat  them  readily.  The  can> 
victs  generally  are  not  only  willing  to  be  taught,  but  manliest  a  commendable  desire  to 
obtain  useful  Knowledge.  A  few  of  them  have  learned  to  write,  and  have  made  some 
progress  in  arithmetic  m  the  course  of  last  summer. 

Our  Sabbath  school  is  well  sustained.     Wo  have  about  150  scholars  and  40  teachers. 

Our  library,  consisting  of  about  412  volumes,  should  be  enlarged.  We  have  not 
books  enough  to  supply,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  men  who  can  read ;  and  such  as  we 
have,  some  of  the  convicts  have  perused  more  than  once.  $12  only  have  been  ex- 
pended for  additions  to  our  library  during  the  past  year.  A  donation  of  100  Biblee 
has  been  made  to  the  prison  by  the  American  Bible  Society,  to  be  given  to  the  con- 
victs when  they  are  discharged.  This  supply,  so  kindly  provided,  must  soon  be  ex- 
hausted. To  keep  it  good,  allow  me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  appropriatins  suffi- 
cient money  for  that  purpose  from  time  to  time,  from  the  ample  funus  of  the  instito- 
tion,  the  earnings  of  convict  labor.  No  prisoner  who  can  read,  and  who  wants  or 
would  take  a  Bible,  should  be  sent  from  his  confinement  into  the  world  again  withoat 
such  a  companion  and  guide.  He  may  make  it  the  man  of  his  counsel,  and  thus  .be 
saved  from  the  repetition  of  crime,  and  a  return  to  the  prison. 

A  sufficient  number  have  been  instructed  here  in  sacred  music  to  form  a  choir,  whoie 
aid  in  the  religious  services  of  the  Sabbath  adds  much  to  the  interest  with  which  dot 
meetings  for  worship  are  attended.  I  feel  warranted  in  saying,  that  about  30  of  their 
number  have,  within  the  last  2  years,  exhibited  by  their  conduct,  satis&ctory  proof  of 
sincere  repentance. 

ALONZO  WOOD,  Chaplain. 

Whole  number  of  convicts,  606 ;  natives,  423  ;  foreigners,  108;  colored  natives,  72; 
colored  foreigners,  3  ;  could  not  read  when  committed,  1 12  ;  learned  to  read  in  prison, 
100 ;  common  school  education,  482 ;  academical,  9 ;  collegiate,  3. 

Crimes. — Peijury,  6 ;  counterfeiting,  47 ;  breaking  jail,  1 ;  obtaining  goods  by  fsUe 
pretences,  8 ;  assault  and  battery  and  attempt  to  rape,  11 ;  assault  and  battery  and  at- 
tempt to  kill,  22  ;  aiding  and  abetting  a  rape,  2  ;  robbery  and  attempt  to  kill,  4 ;  se- 
creting stolen  property,  11 ;  grand  larceny,  181 ;  petit  larceny,  65;  burglary,  120;  a^ 
son,  18  ;  highway  robbery,  3  ;  mail  robbery,  9;  embezzlement,  2 ;  fi>rgery,  26  ;  Wg- 
amy,  19 ;  rape,  21 ;  manslaughter,  5  ;  incest,  3  ;  murder,  5 ;  abduction,  1 ;  kidnap- 
ping, 1 ;  breach  of  trust,  3  ;  subornation  of  perjury,  1 ;  receiving  stolen  property,  1 : 
robbery,  10 :  total,  606. 

Number  of  white  convicts,  531 ;  number  of  colored  convicts,  75. 

There  are  in  this  prison  on  1st  sentence,  519 ;  on  2nd,  59 ;  on  3rd,  22 ;  un  4th,  4; 
on  5th,  2.  Of  the  colored  there  were  bom  slaves,  8 ;  committed  for  life,  9 ;  fbnseriy 
intemperate,  302 ;  fimneriy  temperate,  304. 
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1846. — ^Phtsioian's  Rbport. 

Notwitfaftanding  the  prMent  fiiyorable  condition  of  health,  yoa  will  percetre  that  the 
bill  of  mortality  jor  the  year  if  fearfully  aod,  for  this  priaoo,  anprecedeotedly  length- 
ened. On  examination,  however,  it  will  show  the  nstial  per  centage  only  of  deaths 
Irom  hitherto  prevailing  causes.  The  additional  number  is  attributed  on  the  obiloaiy 
register  to  "  feoris  remittens,"  (congestive  maligna,)  a  disease  appearing  to  have  occor- 
reo  frequently  at  the  commencement  of  the  current  year. 

Greatest  montlily  average  of  patients  in  bos)iital,  March,  23  5^1 ;  least,  Jul^,  24-31 ; 
average  per  month  for  the  year  9  nearly ;  greatest  monthly  average  of  prescnptions  to 
out-hospital  patients  was,  m  February,  32  21-28 ;  least  in  May,  15  22-31 ;  average  per 
Dionth  fur  the  year  about  21. 

Of  the  foregoing  deaths,  30  occurred  previously  to  my  connection  with  this  depart- 
ment. 

LANSIN6H  BRIGGS,  Phyaidan. 


Synopsis  of  the  Reports  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison. 

1846. — Inspectors*  Report. 

There  have  been  discharged  during  the  year,  61  convicts  upon  t^  expiration  of  their 
sentence ;  14  by  pardon  granted  by  the  pardoning  power,  (three  of  whom  were  par- 
doned one  day  before  the  expiration  of  their  time,)  and  1  dieol ;  making  altogether  76 ; 
thereby  leaving  in  confinement  on  the  31st  December,  1846,  167  prisoners. 

Term  of  SetUewes. — For  20  years,  1 ;  18  years,  1 ;  15  years,  2 ;  14  years,  1 ;  10 
years.  9  ;  8  years,  3 ;  7  years,  3 ;  6  years,  4 ;  5  years,  21 ;  4  years,  18 ;  3  years  uid  6 
months,  1 ;  3  years,  25 ;  2  years  and  9  months,  1 ;  2  years  and  6  months,  3 ;  2  years, 
27  ;  1  year  and  6  months,  10 ;  1  year,  29 ;  9  months,  3 ;  6  months,  4 ;  during  the  term 
of  his  natural  life,  1. 

Year  in  which  reeeived.—hi  1838, 1 ;  1839, 2 ;  1840,  3 ;  1841,  4 ;  1842,  6 ;  1843, 21 ; 
1844.  21 ;  1845,  37 ;  1846,  72. 

Crimes, — Burglary,  16 ;  burglary  and  larceny,  1 1 ;  grand  larceny,  5 ;  grand  larceny 
and  burglary,  3 ;  larceny,  32 ;  misdemeanor  and  larceny,  15  ;  misdemeanor,  15 ;  burn- 
ing, 6 ;  murder  in  second  degree,  4 ;  manslaughter,  6 ;  robbery,  4 ;  rape,  3  ;  polygamy, 
1 ;  bigamy,  3 ;  puisdemeauor,  wiih  intent  to  commit  a  rape,  2 ;  assault  and  battery,  with 
intent  to  commit  a  rape,  5  ;  forgery,  1 ;  robbery,  and  assault  aiMi  battery  with  intent  to 
kilU  2 ;  assault  and  oattery  with  intent  to  kill,  3  ;  atrocious  assault  and  battery,  4; 
breaking  prison,  1 ;  burglary  and  breaking  prison,  3 ;  larceny  and  breaking  prison,  2 ; 
cutting  timber,  1 ;  keeping  disorderly  house,  4  ;  open  lewdness,  1 ;  assault  ana  battery, 
10 ;  obtaining  money  upon  false  pretences,  2  ;  riot,  1 ;  attempt  to  murder.  1. 

Number  of  Convietiont. — For  1st  offence,  136;  2nd,  22 ;  3rd,  8;  4th,  1. 

Number  received  from  each  county. — Atlantic,  1 ;  Bergen,  5 ;  Burlington,  21 ;  Cam- 
den, 5 ;  Cape  May,  1 ;  Cnmberlana,  3 ;  Essex,  31 ;  Gloucester,  6  ;  Hudson,  3 ;  Hon- 
terdon,  3  ;  Mercer,  20;  Middlesex,  5  ;  Monmouth.  8 ;  Morris,  11 ;  Passaic,  15  ;  Salem. 
12;  Somerset,  9;  Sussex,  5;  Warreu,  2;  Borough  of  EUizabetb,  1. 

Age  when  received  in  Pmon.— From  10  to  20  years,  32 ;  20  to  30,  80 ;  30  to  40,  34; 
40  to  50,  10 ;  50  to  60,  10 ;  60  to  70,  1. 

Place  of  Nativity. — New  Jersey,  97  ;  Pennsylvania,  15 ;  Delaware,  2 ;  Maryland, 
'4 ;  New  York,  15  ;  Connecticut,  1 ;  Massachusetts,  3 ;  England,  6 ;  Ireland,  12 ;  Ger- 
many, 6;  Hungary,  1;  France,  1;  Poland,  3;  Italy,  1. 

Color. — White  males,  103 ;  white  females,  2 ;  colored  males,  59 ;  colored  females,  Z. 

There  is  a  large  supply  of  stock  of  all  kinds  on  hand,  paid  for.  The  contract  system 
is  still  continued,  we  oelieve,  with  good  profit  and  success. 

The  net  gain  of  the  prison  for  the  past  year,  ending  December  31,  1846,  after  de- 
ducting the  support  of  the  prisoners,  amounts  to  $5,545  66.  There  has  been  paid,  into 
the  State  treasury  from  the  surplus  earnings,  the  sum  of  $4,803  00,  and  also  ^,413  90 
due  the  institution  last  year,  for  prison  repairs,  and  recommended  by  the  committee 
of  the  Legislature  to  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  and  returned  to  the  sante,  which  has 
been  complied  with.     The  amount  of  cash  on  hand  is  $1,169  26. 

The  sum  of  $1,115  04  has  been  spent  in  repairs  during  the  past  year,  all  of  which  tbo 
law  requires  to  be  charged  to  the  State  treasury. 

We  must  a^n  acknowledge  the  prompt  and  gratoitoos  services  of  most  of  the  olflcgj 
of  Trenton. 
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The  experience  we  have  had  for  a  short  time  of  the  benefit  of  a  teacher,  iodacea  us 
again  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  Legislature. 

The  Board  recommend  to  the  Legislature  that  some  additional  improvements  are  re- 
quired to  be  made  to  the  prison  buildings,  both  as  regards  the  safe  keeping  and  accom- 
modation of  the  prisoners,  and  to  cariy  oat  the  system  of  separate  confinemnat.  For 
the  want  of  other  rooms,  a  number  of  Uie  cells  have  necessarily  to  be  occupied  for  store 
rooms,  and  other  purposes  connected  with  the  business  of  the  prison. 

The  keeper,  during  the  past  year,  has  frequently  been  obliged  to  put  two  convicts 
in  the  same  cell,  thereby  defeating  one  of  the  principal  objects  designed  in  establishing 
the  bresent  institution. 

We  would  recommend  that  an  additional  building  be  erected  within  the  prison  yard 
to  contain  suitable  apartments  for  the  steam-engine,  the  bake-house,  the  wasb-hoose. 
the  smith  shop,  rooms  for  the  sick,  and  the  necessary  store  rooms  for  the  use  of  the 
establishment.  The  erection  of  such  a  building  would  enable  us  to  use  all  the  cells  for 
the  confinement  of  prisoners,  and  relieve  the  institution  very  considerably  from  the 
danger  of  fire,  and  the  unpleasant  efliuvia  which  at  present  exists,  and  add  additional 
safeguards  to  the  establishment. 

EMLEY  OLDEN,  Secretvy. 

1846. — Keeper's  Report. 

Oat  of  253  individuals  confined  dnrin^  the  year,  only  15  have  required  p^nnishment. 
Thtf  only  mode  in  use  is  partial  deprivation  of  light  and  food,  with  the  addition  of  hand 
and  leg  irons  in  aggravated  cases. 

The  number  in  confinement  on  the  2lBt  of  December,  was  167. 

Empioyment. — Chairmaking,  63  ;  weaving,  33  ;  shoemaking,  29 ;  iron  and  brass 
workers,  10 ;  making  and  repairing  prison  clothing,  5 ;  washing,  2 ;  cooking,  1 ;  bak- 
ing, 1 ;  tending  steam-engine,  1 ;  carpentering,  2 ;  tending  heatms:  fiimaces,  1 ;  clean- 
ing and  making  fires,  2 ;  lately  received  and  not  put  to  work,  3 ;  insane  and  idiotic,  6 ; 
in  front  kitchen,  1 ;  paupers,  (incapable  of  work,)  6 ;  refusing  to  work,  1 :  total,  167. 

The  extraordinary  health  enjoyed  by  oar  prisoners,  under  our  mode  of  confinement, 
has  been  the  subject  of  very  frequent  remark  by  visitors  from  other  States.  It  most 
be  attributed  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  wholesomeness  and  su£Bciency  of  the  food  fur- 
nished, which  is  believed  to  be  much  better  than  at  some  other  prisons,  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  cleanliness,  and  a  sufficient  enforcement  of  industrious  habits  with  all  able  to 
work.  Every  day's  ex^rience  strengthens  my  convictions  of  the  importance  of  the 
latter  to  a  healthy  condition  of  the  prisoners  in  separate  confinement 

J.  B.  GADDIS,  Keeper. 

Reeeiptt. — ^Weaving,  |2,615  66;  chairmaking,  8,432  77;  cordwamers,  1,818  23; 
sundries,  1,731  20;  interest,  13  49:  total,  $14,611  35. 

DitburtemerUi. — Furniture,  $1,419  50;  provisions,  4,865  69;  fuel,  1,641  18;  ho^ 
td,  236  17  ;  discharged  convicts,  297  05 ;  incidental  account,  606  10 ;  balance,  bemg 
gain  on  the  operations  of  the  prison  fictmi  December  31,  1845,  to  December  31,  1846, 
5,545  66:  total,  $14,611  35. 

Property. — Amount  of  inventory,  $14,457  04;  cash  on  band,  1,169  26;  biUf  re- 
ceivable, 1,750  15 ;  debts  due  the  prison,  1,383  83  :  total,  $18,760  28. 

Crime*. — Bergen  county :  assault  and  battery,  1.  Burlington:  assault  and  batterXi 
1;  breaking  jail,  1 ;  burglary,  3;  larceny,  1;  robbery,  1.  Cumberland:  larceny,  1. 
Camden :  assault  and  battery,  1 ;  assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  1 ;  larceny,  1. 
Essex :  assault  and  battery,  3 ;  keeping  disorderly  bouse,  2 ;  larceny,  9 ;  manslangfa- 
ter,  1;  misdemeanor,  2.  Gloucester:  burglary,  1.  Middlesex:  bigamy,  1 :  larcanj, 
2 ;  misdemeanor,  1.  Monmouth:  burglaiy,  1 ;  larceny,  2.  Morris:  assault  and  bat- 
tery, 1 ;  burglary,  1 ;  larceny,  3  ;  riot,  1.  Mercer :  larceny,  3 ;  misdemeanor,  4 ;  optm 
lewdness,  1.  Passaic :  assault  and  batteir,  5 ;  breaking  jail,  1 ;  burslary,  3 ;  keeping 
disorderly  house,  2.  Salem :  assault  and  battery  with  mtent  to  kill,  1  ;  larceny,  S ; 
open  lewdness,  1.  Somerset :  arson,  1 ;  assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  1 ;  ]«> 
ceny,  3.     Sussex :  burglary.  3 ;  larceny,  2. 

Ares.—Vnder  15,  1 ;  15  to  20,  16 ;  20  to  30,  36 ;  30  to  40,  14 ;  40  to  50,  5  ;  50  to 
60,4. 

Well  educated,  3 ;  could  read  and  write,  29 ;  could  read,  20 ;  could  neither  read  nor 
write,  24. 

Plaeei  of  NaHvity,^X5tdtod  States,  62 ;  England,  3 ;  Ireland,  7 ;  Germany,  2 ;  Tokafi, 

^    •     T*nW      1 


punrBTLYAiriA  state  puioa.  259 

Number  on  1ft  commitment,  55 ;  oo  2iid,  16 ;  on  3rd,  3 ;  on  4th,  2. 

Previous  Occupation. — Barber,  1 ;  blacksmiths,  4 ;  cabinet  and  chair  makers,  4 ; 
carpenter,  1 ;  cooijer,  1 ;  &rm  laborer,  1 ;  glass  blower,  1 ;  .hatter,  1 ;  household  ser- 
▼amts,  5 ;  without  trades,  37 ;  moulder,  1 ;  paper  maker,  1 ;  sailors,  2 ;  shoemakers,  10 ; 
seamstress,  1 ;  stone  cutter,  1 ;  tailors,  2 ;  weavers,  2.  ^ 

1846. — Physician's  Report. 

The  monthly  reports  embrace  all  that  need  be  stated  of  the  individual  cases  of  sick- 
ness that  have  occurred  in  the  prison.  Nowhere  among  the  same  number  and  kind  of 
men  can  a  better  state  of  health  be  found.  Attention  to  food,  temperature,  ventilation 
and  cleanliness ;  sufficient  employment  to  keep  the  body  well  exercised,  and  the  muid 
occupied ;  that  intercourse  with  the  keepers  which  does  away  with  the  evils  of  abso-  ^ 
lute  solitude  ;  a  companion  in  the  cell  in  times  of  sickness ;  exercise  in  the  open  air, 
when  required  to  remedy  the  evils  of  too  long  a  cqg^nement  in  the  ceil — all  tend  to 
insure  that  high  state  of  health  that  has  been  observed  in  this  prison  for  some  of  the 
past  years. 

Amon^  the  244  convicts  that  have  been  in  the  prison,  during  the  last  12  months,  but 
one  death,  (that  of  a  colored  woman,)  has  occurred  ;  nor  is  tnere  at  this  time  any  one 
in  the  house  whose  complaint  can  be  considered  of  a  serious  character.  The  convict 
who  died  had  been  disordered  in  mind  from  the  time  of  her  admission,  and  the  result 
of  the  case  was  such  as  might  have  been  anticipated  much  sooner  than  it  took  place. 

Could  certain  changes  be  made  in  the  building  by  which  the  washing  would  be 
done  somewhere  distant  from  the  corridor,  so  that  the  steam  would  not  interfere  with 
the  Durity  of  the  house,  and  could  the  kitchen  be  detached  from  the  central  building,  for 
the  like  reason,  it  would  remove  a  great  annoyance.  Laundry,  bake-house  and  kitchen 
ought,  under  no  chrcumstances,  be  within  the  same  inclosure  with  the  prisoners. 

JAMES  B.  COLEMAN,  Physicisn. 


Synopsis  of  the  Reports  of  the  Pennsylvania  Penitentiaries^  frwn 

1838  to  1846. 

WESTERN  PENITENTIARY. 
1838. — President's  Report. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  which  has  just  expired,  there  were  confined  in 
this  prison  104  subjects,  all  of  whom  were  males;  and  at  this  time  there  are  in  confine- 
ment 107,  of  whom  4  are  females ;  18  of  the  number  having  been  sentenced  for  the 
short  term  of  one  year,  encourage  us  to  hope  that  the  aggregate  number,  at  the  close 
uf  the  present  year,  will  be  dimmished  much  below  that  of  the  former.  The  provi. 
sons  of  the  law,  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners,  have  been  carried  out  vrith 
all  the  precision  the  nature  of  the  case  admits. 

General  health,  subordination,  industry,  docility,  and  an  evident  disposition  to  re- 
ceive advice  and  instruction,  have  prevailed  throughout  the  past  year.  Many  voho 
were  unable  to  read,  can  now  peruse  the  Bible  with  iacility ;  and  all,  as  soon  as  they 
are  received,  are  placed  at  useful  trades,  and  we  are  led  to  admire  with  what  soi^ 
prising  facility  they  become  proficient  in  them. 

The  reason  to  us  is  obvious ;  the  total  abstraction  of  their  physical  and  mental  powers 
from  all  extraneous  objects,  or  conversation  with  others,  by  which  they  might  be 
diverted  from  their  attention  to  the  occupation  in  hand.  This  observation  applies  both 
to  mental  and  mechanical  instructinn;  and  we  deem  it  one  of  the  most  striRing  illu»> 
trations  of  the  superiority  of  the  Pennsylvania  system  over  that  of  any  other  ever  de- 
vised for  the  improvement  and  reformation  of  ofieuders.  They  are  taught  to  read ; 
they  are  taught  mechanical  arts  in  their  solitary  abode  with  facility.  Can  we  not  reach 
their  hearts  aud  make  a  permanent  impression  on  their  morals  ? 

In  our  last  annual  report  we  expressed  our  conviction  that  after  the  expiration  of  the 
then  current  ^ear,  no  farther  demands  would  be  made  on  the  counties  for  the  support 
of  their  convicts.  Our  anticipations  have  been  verified ;  every  county  in  this  pemten- 
tiazy  district  having  been  the  past  year  relieved  fi*om  all  charges  for  their  support ;  the 
first  instance,  we  believe,  of  such  a  result  in  Pennsylvania. 
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The  following  «nininary  exhibits  the  profita  on  the  ▼ariooi  bimchei  of 
dacted  in  the  insiitation : — 

Weaving,  $3.514  13;    shoemaking,  3,7S9  58;    tailoring,  3*25  01;    carpenter 
119  12;   blacksmithing.  66  14;   Bilversmithing,  152  70;   pbking  oakom,  etc,  703  13; 
making  nn  aggregate  profit  of  $8,669  81. 

It  will  becomo.  indeed  it  has  now  become,  necessary,  frum  the  decay  of  the  flooring 
in  all  the  cells  of  block  B.  to  take  them  up  and  replace  them  with  flags  of  stone  as  in 
block  A.  We  trust  that  it  will  not  be  delayed  another  season,  as  we  have  apprehen- 
aiuns  that  the  decay  of  the  wooden  floor  might  prove  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  die 
Ymfortanate  objects  of  our  care. 

JAMES  ANDERSON, 


1838. — Warden's  Report. 

The  Ist  of  January,  1838,  fonnd  us  with  104  inmates,  all  males;  we  have 
within  the  ^ear  56,  discharged  53,  42  by  expiration  of  sentence,  9  by  pardon,  and  2  by 
death,  leaving  iu  confiuement  at  this  date,  107 — 103  males  and  4  females;  showing  in 
increase  of  three  within  the  year.  The  system  of  solitary  confinement  seems  to  ma  to 
be  everything  that  its  most  ardent  friends  could  dmire,  in  comparison  with  that  of 
silent  or  congregated  labor ;  subordination  is  more  easily  kept  up,  and  by  the  intro* 
duction  of  task  work,  slates,  and  cheap  books,  I  have  found  the  most  happy  resolts,  hj 
suppressing  almost  entirely  the  necessity  of  pimishment,  which  is  certamly  a  moat  d^ 
siraole  object  to  gain.  And  on  examination,  it  will  prove  that  the  progress  made  in 
this  prison,  within  the  last  year,  by  the  introduction  oi  books  and  slates  in  the  way  of 
edocation,  the  most  pleasing  results  will  present  themselves ;  and  were  it  in  my  power 
to  go  a  little  farther,  with  a  reasonable  supply  of  books,  I  have  little  doubt  bnt  groit 
good  might  be  done,  and  it  almost  tempts  me  to  recommend  the  making  of  some  snail 
charge  to  visitors,  by  way  of  raising  a  small  library  for  this  laudable  purpose. 

I  have  now  the  pleasing  satisfaction  to  report  to  the  board,  that  I  have  seen  and 
heard  from  a  number  that  liave  been  discharged  within  the  year,  from  this  prison,  con- 
ducting themselves  as  good  citizens — three  or  four  of  whom  1  have  seen  ana  convened 
with ;  and  in  asking  them  if  they  had  seen  others  that  were  dischai^ed  before  and 
after  ihem,  within  tne  year,  they  have  answered  no— if  so,  they  were  not  known  to 
to  them,  as  they  had  never  seen  them  while  here. 

A.  BECKHAM,  Waideo. 

1838. — Physician's  Report. 

Dnring  the  year  just  passed,  I  was  called  upon  to  prescribe  for  92  inmates  of  diii 
prison,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two,  who  died  of  chronic  inflammation,  which  had 
commenced  before  admission,  all  have  been  enabled  to  return  to  their  appropriate  labor. 
A  great  majority  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  character,  and  cannot  vrith  proprietr  be 
ascribed  eitner  to  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  or  to  the  strictness  of  confinement,  nom 
many  years'  experience  of  the  efiects  of  solitary  confinement,  with  labor,  as  illnstratsd 
in  the  Western  Penitentiary,  J  am  convinced  that  it  m  not  generally  intmictd  to  ike 
health  of  the  convictiy  although  it  must  be  conceded  that  a  fiivorable  result  need  not  be 
expected,  unless  there  is  exacted  a  rigid  attention  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  to  cleanli- 
ness of  cell  and  person — free  ventilation  of  the  air — and  toe  enforcement  of  a  firm  and 
humane  government  of  the  convicts  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  prison.  A  relaxed 
discipline,  on  the  contrary,  is  not  only  prejudicial  to  knowledge,  but  to  health.  Tlie 
food,  of  course,  must  not  only  be  sufficient  in  quantiw,  but  in  quality,  and  varied  as 
frequently  as  a  due  regard  to  economy  may  permit.  The  daily  visits  of  the  phyaicin» 
as  required  by  a  former  resolution  of  the  board,  has  enabled  him  successfolty  to  com- 
bat the  first  onset  of  disease,  and  thereby  to  diminish,  ver}r  materially,  opportunities  for 
j»^  mortem  examinations.  Of  the  whole  number  of  convicts  received  auring  the  year 
1838,  but  eight  were  discovered  to  be  diseased  at  the  time  of  &eir  admission.  No.  581 
was  afiected  with  emaciation  and  general  debility,  without  cough  or  fever,  althoofi^  on 
examination  after  death,  his  lungs  were  found  extensively  ulcerated.  No.  508,  who, 
before  admission,  had  been  much  given  to  intoxication,  was  found  on  reception  to  bo 
exceedingly  listless  and  stupid.  In  a  short  time  he  was  attacked  with  severe  ooliey 
which  frequently  recurred,  and  finally,  after  much  suffering,  he  died,  June  1st,  of  gen- 
eral inflammation  of  the  bowels.  On  examination  of  the  body  there  was  diacoversd  a 
perforation,  of  about  one  inch  in  diameter,  throogh  the  ooats  of  tiie  '     '  *     '*" 
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otlMr  Morbid  ap|M«nnioo8  not  neceiaary  to  detail  in  thk  report  Theae  two  caiee  ere 
the  whole  number  that  have  terminated  fiitally  during  the  preceding  year.  There  are 
on  the  sick  list  at  the  present  time,  two  coses  of  hysteric  epilepsia,  one  of  "  Fittnia  in 
ano"  and  one  of  bloody  tumor  or  abscess  of  the  kuee  joint. 

Medical  Cases  in  the  Western  Penitentiary j  for  1838. — Asthma,  1,  diseased  on  ad- 
mission, cured ;  bilious  fever,  3,  cured :  bloody  tumor,  1,  under  treatment;  constipa- 
tion,  mild,  26,  cured  ;  constipation,  obstinate,  I,  cured ;  bilious  colic,  4,  cured  ;  cough, 
4,  cored;  catarrhal  fever,  5.  cured;  dyspepsia,  4,  cured;  diarrhcea,  14,  cured  ;  dysen- 
tery, severe,  2,  cured  ;  enteritis,  1,  diseased  on  admission,  died ;  emaciation,  elc,  1,  dis- 
eased on  admission, died ;  epilepsia,  2,  diseased  on  admission,  under  treatment:  fistula 
'"in  auo."  1,  diseased  on  admission,  under  treatment;  hemorrhoids,  1,  diseased  on  ad- 
mission, under  treatment,  impn)ved  ;  inflammation  of  ear,  1,  cnr^;  inflammation  of 
ere,  2,  cured ;  onanism,  1,  cured ;  pleurisy,  1,  cured ;  rheumatism,  7,  cured  ;  swelling 
ot  parotid  gland,  1,  cured;  sore  tnroat,  3,  cured ;  syphilis,  1,  diseased  on  admission, 
cored;  worms,  1,  doubtful,  cured:  wry  neck,  1,  cured!. 

WM.  F.  IRWIN,  Physician. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1839.  the  number  of  prisoners  amotmted  to  107. 

Number  received  from  each  County. — Allegheny,  39 ;  Armstrong,  3 ;  Bedford,  4 ; 
Beaver,  5;  Butler,  1;  Clearfield,  1  ;  Crawford,  3;  Erie,  10;  Fayette,  3;  Huntingdon, 
4 ;  Indiana,  2 ;  Jefferson,  1 :  Mercer,  5 ;  Somerset,  5 ;  Venango,  2  ;  Washington,  10 ; 
Westmoreland,  6 ;  Warren,  3. 

Place  of  Nativity. — Pennsylvania,  48  ;  Maryland,  5 ;  Virginia,  7  ;  North  Carolina,  2; 
New  York,  8  ;  Connecticut,  2 :  Massachusetts,  3 ;  New  .^rsey,  1 ;  Ohio,  1 ;  B^ode 
Island,  3  ;  Michigan,  1 ;  Ireland,  12  ;  England,  4  ;  Canada,  A  ;  France,  3 ;  East  Indies, 
1 ;  Germany,  2. 

Term  of  Sentences. — For  6  months,  2;  18  months,  9;  1  year,  18;  2  years,  14;  2 
years  and  6  months,  6 :  3  years,  16 ;  3  years  and  6  months,  2 ;  4  years,  9 ;  5  years,  3 ; 
6  years,  10 ;  7  years,  7 ;  8  years,  3 ;  10  years,  3 ;  11  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  12  yeara, 
4 :  total,  404  years. 

Recommitted  uuder  the  present  system  in  Pennsylvania,  2. 

Crimes. — Murder,  2nd  degree,  19  ;  manslaughter,  6  ;  Anault  and  batter}^,  with  in- 
tent to  rape,  2  ;  assault  and  battery,  with  intent  to  kill,  2  ;  rape,  3  ;  arson,  6 ;  horw 
stealing,  16  ;  burglary,  4 ;  highway  robbery,  2  ;  robbery,  2 ;  robbing  United  States* 
mail,  1 ;  forgery,  1 ;  counterf*$iting  and  passing  check,  1 ;  counterfeiting  silver  coin,  1 ; 
passing  counteneit  money,  1 ;  larceny,  92  ;  peijnry,  1. 

8 ex. — Males,  103  ;  females,  4. 

i4;(r<r«.— Between  10  and  20,  13  ;  20  to  30,  52 ;  30  to  40,  20;  40  to  50,  14;  50  to  60, 
3;  60  to  70,  5. 

Profits  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1838. — Weaving  account,  |3,514  13 ;  shoe- 
making,  3,789  58  ;  tailoring,  325  01 ;  carpenters,  119  12;  blacksmiths,  66  14;  silver 
work,  152  70 ;  picking  oakum,  703  13  :  total,  $8,669  81. 

Statement  from  the  Rev.  E.  Maeurdy. 

There  is  a  Bible  in  every  cell,  and  the  inmates  appeared  to  read  it  with  interest  and 
some  with  profit.  Some  who  could  not  read  when  tney  entered  the  penitentiary,  haTO 
learned  since,  through  the  kind  attention  of  their  keepers. 

If  the  Inspectors  were  enabled  to  brin£  them  under  moral  culture,  by  employing 
some  suitable  person  well  acquainted  with  human  nature,  and  the  only  remedy  that 
will  effect  a  cure,  who  would  employ  his  time  in  visiting  and  conversing  with  them 
peraonally,  there  would  be  good  ground  to  hope  that  the  results  would  be  salutary. 
•  o        o  r  ^   MACURDY. 

1839. — Inspectors*  Rbpor^. 

At  the  date  of  our  last  report  there  were  in  prison  107,  of  whom  4  were  females. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  134,  of  whom  two  are  females,  making  an  increase  of  27 
over  the  amount  reported  at  the  time.  The  manifest  embarrassments  which  for  many 
months  have  prevailed  in  most  branches  of  business,  and  the  conseooent  discharge  of  a 
la^e  number  of  persons  from  the  employments  by  which  they  had  neretofore  obtained 
a  bving,  may  in  some  degree  perhaps  be  chargeable  with  this  increase  of  moral  delin- 
quency. This,  however,  is  but  a  temporary  influence,  and  will  pass  away  with  ^ 
nCum  of  better  times. 
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In  pfmrQance  of  an  act  passed  at  the  last  seesion  of  the  Legi8la;tare,  antiioruEnig  tlie 
employment  of  a  moral  instructor,  the  Board  of  Inspectors,  in  the  month  of  Maj,  oIk 
tained  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Banks. 

JAMES  ANDEBSON, 

BENJAMIN  DARLINGTON, 

WILLIAM  LECKY,  V  Inapecton. 

JOHN  IRWIN, 

WILLIAM  ROBINSON, 


1839. — Warden's  Report. 

We  have  nothing  to  discourage,  but  everything  to  encourage  as  to  persevere  in  tiie 
system  of  solitary  confinement — the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  bemg  unusually  good,  witli 
but  very  few 'exceptions,  for  vireeks,  and  even  for  months,  there  not  being  occasicmfor 
the  slightest  punishment. 

A.  BECKHAM,  Waiden. 


Number  received  from  each  Couwfy.— Allegheny,  40 ;  Armstrong,  6 ;  Bedford,  3 
Beaver,  7  ;  Butler,  1 ;  Clearfield,  1 ;  Cambria,  I ;  Crawford,  4 ;  Erie,  22 ;  Fayette,  6 
Huntingdon,?;  Indiana,  6;  Mercer,?;  Somerset,  5;  Venango,  2;  Washingtoii,  9 
Westmoreland,  4 ;  Warren,  3. 

Relatione. — Married,  62  ;  unmarried,  64 ;  widows  and  widowers,  8. 

Color. — White  males,  112;  colored  males,  20 ;  white  females,  2. 

Habits. — Temperate,  17;  moderate,  19;  intemperate,  98. 

Were  bound  and  served  their  time  out,  41 ;  were  bound  and  ran  awaj  finom  ibat 
masters,  2 ;  were  never  bound,  91. 

Occupations. — Boatmen,  1 ;  laborers,  34  ;  weavers,  5 ;  farmers,  16 ;  barbers  4 ;  bntclh 
ers,  2  ;  cabinetmakers.  4  ;  tailors,  3  i  cooks,  6 ;  wagoumakera,  3 ;  house  servant,  I ; 
ropemakers,  4  ;  papermaker,  1 ;  millers,  2 ;  machinist,  1 ;  root  doctor,  1 ;  silversmith, 
I;  copperplate  printer,  1;  sailor,  1;  tobacconist,  1;  shoemakers,  13;  engineers, S; 
L.  L.  D.  and  M.  D.,H. ;  housewife.  1 ;  hatter,  1 ;  plasterers,  2  ;  tanner,  1 ;  porter,  1; 
blacksmith,  1;  forgemen,  6;  engraver,  1;  teacher,  1;  stage  driver,  1;  coopeiB,3; 
ostlers.  3 ;  printer,  1 ;  soldier,  1 ;  barkeeper,  I ;  steam  doctor,  1. 

Place  of  Nativity. — Pennsylvania,  61 ;  Germany,  5;  Ireland,  11 ;  New  York,  13; 
Massachusetts,  6;  Vermont,  4;  Virginia,  7;  England,  7;  Canada,  4;  Maryland,  4; 
Connecticut,  2  ;  East  Indies,  1 ;  Rhode  Island,  1 ;  France,  3  ;  Michigan,  1 ;  N(fftb 
Carolina,  1 ;  New  Hampshire,  1 ;  Delaware,  1 ;  Alabama,  1. 

Term  of  Sentences. — For  6  months,  1;  10  months,  1;  1  year,  15;  1  yenr  and  3 
months,  10 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  14 ;  1  year  and  9  months,  1 ;  2  years,  23 ;  2  yetn 
and  3  mouths,  2 ;  2  years  and  6  months,  6 ;  2  years  and  9  months,  2  ;  3  years,  18; 
3  years  and  6  months,  4 ;  4  years,  9  ;  4  years  and  1  month,  1 ;  5  years,  4 ;  6  yean,  5 ; 
7  years,  6  ;  8  years,  2 ;  8  years  and  1  month,  1 ;  10  years,  5 ;  11  years  and  h  month*, 
1 ;  12  years,  3. 

Crimes. — Murder,  2nd  degree,  7  ;  manslaughter,  3  ;  assault  and  battery  with  intent 
to  kill,  4;  rape,  2  ;  arson,  10;  horse  stealing,  14;  burglary,  6;  highway  robbery,  2; 
robbery,  2 ;  robbing  United  States'  mail,  1 ;  counterfeiting  and  passing  check,  5 ;  cons* 
terfeiting  silver  coin,  3 ;  larceny,  70 ;  forgery,  1 ;  larceny,  forgery,  and  receiving  stolen 
goods,  2  ;  receiving  stolen  goods.  1 ;  assisting  to  break  jail,  1. 

Receipts. — Weaving,  $2,324  67  ;  shoemakmg,  5,655  01 ;  oakum  pickhig,  etc.,  14^ 
17  ;  merchandize,  2,762  17  :  total,  $11,997  02. 

Disbursements. — Subsistence,  $9,551  49;  stock,  2,445  53:  total,  $11,997  02. 


1639. — Physician's  Report. 

Of  the  whole  number  confined  in  the  Western  Penitentiary  during  the  year  1839, 
amounting  in  all  to  191,  only  12  pretended  to  have  been  temperate ;  and  of  the  12,  S0^ 
eral  are  kuuwn  to  have  had  no  just  churns  to  sobriety.  Notwithstanding  these  nil- 
promising  circumstances,  but  2  prisoners  have  died  of  disease  during  the  year  just 
past  Among  the  number  of  deaths,  however,  1  other  convict  is  included,  who  de- 
stroyed himself  by  strangulation.     All  the  fatal  cases  were  colored  persfjus. 

^  From  the  small  proportion  of  deaths,  as  compared  with  the  whole  number  of  0QO> 
victs,  may  we  not  infer  that  solitary  confinement,  with  labor,  is  not  that  deleterioos  nd 
cruel  system  of  punishment  its  enemies  have  labored  so  hard  to  establish  ?     As  a  med^ 
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ad  mail  I  woald  tay  that  every-  skilfal  and  jndicioiM  physician  wonld  reomnmcnd  ai  a 
Means  of  restoration  to  health,  in  his  private  practice,  pretty  mach  the  some  seclusion 
wd  mode  of  life  we  are  required  to  enforce  in  the  case  of  penitentiary  patients.  The 
irison  diet  is  simple  and  wholesome ;  the  labor  is  moderate  and  constant ;  the  person 
ind  <»U  are  required  to  be  clean ;   and  the  maxim,  *'  Early  to  bed  and  early  to  rise," 

•  rigidly  carried  out,  and  certainly  tends  to  make  them  more  healthy,  if  not  more  wise. 
No.  589,  who  died  December  30,  1839,  had  been  the  terror  of  the  neighbor*bood  in 

nrhich  he  lived.  Every  man  with  whom  he  had  an  encounter  he  overpowered,  and 
x>iiaequent]y  he  considered  himself  unconquerable  until  he  found  a  master  in  the 
nTestem  Penitentiary.  From  this  period  he  took  what  is  commonly  termed  the  sulks, 
lad  his  mind  appeared  for  a  time  partially  unsetded.  During  this  period  his  eyes  were 
ierce  and  bloodshot,  and  he  made  battle  whenever  his  keepers  approached  him. 
Bemedial  means  of  every  description  were  obstinately  rejected.  He  kept  his  bed,  ate 
m  usual,  coughed  occasionally,  became  emaciated,  suffered  for  a  fortni^t  with  diar- 
iMsa,  and  di^.  In  consequence  of  disease  of  my  eyes,  I  was  prevented  from  making 
i  fO§t  mortem  examination  of  the  body. 

Out  of  134  prisoners  in  confinement  at  the  present  time,  there  are  but  four  cases  that 
my  be  said  to  require  medical  attention. 

The  number  and  variety  of  diseases  occurring  in  the  Western  Penitentiary  during 
he  year  1 839  were  as  follows : — 

Parotitis.  1,  diseased  on  admission,  cured ;  otitis<l,  diseased  on  admission,  improved ; 
^oqjiinctivitis,  5,  cured ;  tumors  of  scalp,  1,  diseased  on  admission,  cured  ;  cynanche 
ODflfllaris,  3,  cured ;  cough,  7,  three  diseased  on  admission,  cured ;  hoemoptisis,  1, 
nred  ;  asthma.  2,  diseased  on  admission,  improved ;  phthisis  pulmonalis,  1,  diseased 
ni  admission,  died ;  pleuritis,  4.  cured ;  pleurodynia,  6,  cured  ;  stemalgia,  5,  cured ; 
MBmatemesis,  1,  cured;  dyspepsia,  5,  cured;  colica  spasmodica,  7,  cured;  dLarrhoea 
oercosa  et  biliosa,  42,  cured  ;  dysenteria  cruenta,  2,  cured  ;  enteritis,  1,  cured  ;  vermes^ 
I,  one  diseased  on  admission,  cured;  febres — synochus,  5,  cured;  febres  intermittens, 
l| diseased  on  admission,  cured;  febres  sudatorius,  1,  cured;  febres  catarrhalis,  7, 
tared;  constipation,  mild,  37,  cured;  constipation,  obstinate,!,  cured;  psoriasis,  4, 
hree  cured  and  one  under  treatment :  rheumatism,  acute  and  chronic,  20,  12  diseased 
n  admission,  cured;  spasms  of  intercostal  muscles,  1,  cured;  gonorrhoea  and  gleet, 
I,  diseased  on  admission,  cored;  dysuria,  1,  cured;  enuresis,  1,  cured;  haemorrhoids, 
I,  ooe  diseased  on  admission,  cured  ;  fistula  "  in  ano,"  1,  diseased  on  admission,  cured 
rj  operation;  hernia  scrotalis,  1,  diseased  on  admission,  incurable;  spinal  irritation,  2, 
epilepsia  hysterica,  2,  one  diseased  on  admission,  one  cured,  one  improved ;  scald,  2, 
mrBa;  strangulation,  1,  died;  marasmus,  1,  died. 

Those  diseases  under  the  heads  of  dysuria,  enuresis,  spinal  irritation,  and  spasms  of 
he  intercostal  muscles,  I  attribute  to  the  almost  irrepressible  habit  of  masturbaiionf 
irhich  to  some  extent  still  prevails  in  this  prison. 

WM.  F.  IBWIN,  Physician. 

1839. — Moral  Instructor's  Report. 

72  of  the  84  convicts  received  last  year  were  intemperate.  This  proportion,  I  nn* 
lerstand,  is  usual — over  85  intemperate  out  of  every  100  convicts.  Not  a  few  of  this 
mfortunate  class,  with  all  the  tokens  of  sincerity,  have  frequently  declared  themselves 
hankful  for  their  confinement  here ;  because  they  feel  assured  it  will  be  the  means  of 
Vtcuing  them  from  the  dnmkard's  miseries. 

18  have  been  received  this  year  uuuble  to  read.  The  whole  number  now  in  prison 
>f  those  who  cannot  read  is  9.  N(me  have  been  discharged  who  could  not  read  but  a 
»lored  boy,  who  was  sentenced  for  the  brief  period  of  one  month.  * 

Oat  of  the  aggregate  number,  191,  34  had  been  profes.sors  of  religion.  8  of  these 
prere  Roman  CathoUcs,  and  the  remaining  26  had  been  connected  with  the  several 
irders  of  Protestants  as  follows : — Methodists,  13  ;  Presbyterians,  7  ;  Lutherans,  3 ; 
Baptists,  2  ;  Episcopalian,  1. 

2  are  deists,  and  2  atheistical.  24  have  professed  to  be  in  some  degree  under  the 
nflaence  of  religion. 

In  21  cases  the  moral  character  appears  decidedly  improved.  Of  47  others,  I  enter- 
lin  a  reasonable  hope  of  reformation.      There  are  68  of  whose  moral  characters  it 

•  difficult  at  present  to  form  any  estimate.  38  exhibit  unfavorable  appearances.  4  are 
iMpeless. 

AU  who  can  read  have  always  the  use  of  a  Bible,  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  a 
ipeDing-book,  an  arithmetic,  and  a  slate.    The  other  books  belongiDg  to  the  institatioD, 

47 
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which  even  at  the  late  enlargement  of  the  library  did  not  mach  exceed  100  Tolumei^ 
are  circulated  in  snch  a  manner  as  to  allow  every  prisoner  a  monthly  exchange.  They 
will  read  anything  put  into  their  hauda,  if  but  to  beguile  the  time ;  and  reading  rightly 
oUrected.  ana  occasionally  illustrated,  will  often  produce  the  happiest  effects. 

On  Sabbaths,  at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning,  the  following  religious  exerciaes  hare 


IS  atter  service  on  oaDoath,  and  the  greater  part  ot  every 
day,  are  devoted  to  pnvate  and  personal  couversation  in  the  cells.  The  misguided 
man  has  not  merely  hberty  to  think,  but  he  is  compelled  by  his  situation  to  some  sober 
reflection.  This  I  esteem  one  of  the  most  valuable  objects  gained  by  the  present  m- 
tem  of  prison  discipline  in  this  State,  entitling  it  to  pre-eminence.  Thousands  brmg 
rain  upon  themselves  by  refusing  to  think.  By  any  means  set  a  man  to  take  now  and 
then  an  undiaturbed,  dispassionate  consideration  of  his  whfAe  case,  in  the  light  of  the 
past  and  future  as  well  as  the  present,  and  you  have  entered  the  wedge  of  separation 
Detween  him  and  his  folly.  By  the  aid  of  this  important  advantige,  the  natoral  effect 
of  solitude,  the  way  is  prepared  for  reaching  the  understanding  and  the  heart.  To 
men  thus  secluded,  the  presence  of  a  moral  instructor  atfords  an  inviting  opportnni^r 
to  solicit  information,  to  pour  out  the  full  cup  of  their  bitter  regrets,  and  to  confess  their 
ignorance  and  ^ilt. 

I  cannot  omit  to  notice  another  advantage  which  is  clearly  gained  t^  the  cause  of 
morality  by  separate  imprisonment — I  mean  their  absolute  ignorance  of  the  person  of 
one  another.  If  communications  cannot  be  entirely  prevented,  althonph  watchfnlneM 
and  a  judicious  arrangement  of  the  men  is  found  to  go  far  towards  it — if  this  cannot  be 
absolutely  prevented  by  any  existing  system,  the  nearest  approximation  to  the  advan- 
tage which  would  be  obtained  thereby  is  realized  in  their  inability  to  recognize  one 
another  after  being  discharged. 

The  important  consequences  following  from  their  knowledge  or  ignorance  of  one 
another's  features  may  be  illustrated  by  reference  to  the  case  of  two  individoals  now  in 
this  penitentiary.  These  were  at  one  time  convicts  together  in  the  old  State  Peniten- 
tiary  at  Philadelphia.  One  of  (hem  after  his  release  having  emigrated  westward,  mar- 
ried a  very  worthy  woman,  and  conducted  himself  for  eight  or  nine  years  in  a  sober. 
industrious,  and  respectable  manner.  While  pursuing  this  course  in  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burg, where  he  hail  the  management  of  an  extensive  manu&ctory,  he  was  fitmiliarir 
accosted  by  a  man  in  the  street  who  asked  if  he  did  not  remember  him.  He  replira 
in  the  negative.  The  other  then  gave  his  name,  and  was  at  length  recognized  as  to 
old  prison  companion,  whom  ho  had  not  seen  before  since  his  discharge.  By  tiie 
insinuating  address  of  this  old  penitentiary  acquaintance,  and  by  his  persoaaions  and 
persevering  duns,  he  was  enticed  first  mto  the  tavern,  and  next  to  an  aasociatioB 
with  himself  in  the  commission  of  a  burglary,  the  cause  of  their  present  imprison- 
ment It  is  perfectly  plain  that  if  neither  of  these  men  had  been  able  to  recog- 
nize the  other's  person,  this  friendship  would  not  have  been  formed,  nor  its  present 
unhappy  consequences  experienced. 

JOSEPH  BANKS,  Moral  Inatnictor. 


1840. — Inspectors'  Report. 

By  a  reference  to  our  last  annual  report,  it  will  be  found  that  there  were  in  confine^ 
ment  on  the  1st  day  of  Januar}',  1840,  134  prisoners  ;  constituting  an  increase  over  the 
former  year  of  27  subjects.  At  the  date  of  our  present  communication  there  were  139 ; 
showing  an  increase  of  only  5  during  the  year.  But  when  we  revert  to  the  fiu^t,  that 
a  larger  number  during  the  year  have  become  the  subjects  of  Executive  clemency  than 
for  any  like  period  heretofore,  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  there  has  been  but  rery 
little,  if  any,  diminution  of  crime  in  the  Western  Penitentiary  district ;  and  but  for  tbo 
interposition  of  the  Governor,  the  increase  would  have  been  within  a  fraction  of  the 
former  year. 

From  all  the  facts  and  obser^-ations  that  we  have  been  able  to  collect  and  form,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors,  therefore,  that  a  general  increase  of  from  17  to 
20  may  be  annually  looked  for,  for  the  time  to  come,  and  compels  us  once  again  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  bodies  to  the  necessity  of  immediately  commencing  the 
construction  of  an  additional  block  of  cells,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  r^nired  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  increasing  numbers  as  soon  as  they  can  possibly  be  completed. 
The  work  can  be  executed  on  better  terms  than  at  any  preceding  period.  We  have 
no  hesitation  m  saying  it  ought  to  be  forthwith  commenced ;  and  not  poatponed  until 
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the  ©yU  18  npnn  ua,  and  the  officers  of  the  prison  corapelled  to  crowd  the  prisonera  to- 
setber,  in  violation  of  the  existing  laws.  It  is  by  no  means  au  agreeable  office  for  the 
Xntpecton  to  urge  additional  expenditure  at  this  season  of  pecuniary  scarcity;  but  the 
naeessity  of  the  case  demands  of  them  to  place  the  subject  before  you  in  proper  sea- 
mm,  that  the  public  good  may  feceive  no  detriment  at  their  hands. 

We  are  happy  again  in  having  it  in  our  power  to  report,  notwithstanding  the  past 
has  been  a  year  of  uncommon  depression  in  every  branch  of  trade  and  industry,  that  in 
the  busiaess  relations  of  the  prison,  we  have  prospered  beyond  our  hopes  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year.  The  aggregate  profit  from  the  labor  of  convicts,  exceeding 
by  aeveral  thoosuia  dollars  the  necessary  charges  for  their  maintenance,  and  thus  re- 
lieriag  every  county  in  the  district  from  all  expense. 

JAMES  ANDERSON,  President,^ 

BENJAMIN  DARLINGTON, 

WILLIAM  LECKY.  }  Inspecton. 

JOHN  IRWIN.  Treasurer, 

WM.  ROBINSON,  Jr.  Secretary,  J 


1840. — Warden's  Retort. 

• 

We  have  hero  passed  throush  another  year  without  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  that 
cruelty  so  much  practiced  in  tne  congregated  system-  We  have  scarcely  had  occasion 
for  the  slightest  punishment,  and  if  under  the  system  of  solitary  confinement,  with  mild- 
uem,  finnness,  kindness  and  justice,  there  will  seldom,  indeed,  be  occasion  to  resort  to 
■Qoh  cruelty,  and  will  never  fiiil  to  produce  a  powerful  efiect  on  the  mind  of  the  con- 
vict. A.  BECKHAM,  Warden. 

.il^es.— From  10  to  20,  32 ;  20  to  30,  38;  30  to  40,  25;  40  to  50,  16;  50  to  60,  34; 
60  to  70,  4. 

Sex. — Males,  135 ;  females.  4. 

Becommitted  under  present  system  in  Pennsylvania,  4. 

Relations. — Married,  62  ;  unmarried,  66 ;  widows  and  widowers,  11. 

Color. — White  males,  118;  white  females,  4  ;  colored  males,  17. 

HahiU. — Temperate,  10;  moderate,  17  ;  intemperate,  112.  Were  bound  and  served 
dieir  time  out,  41;  were  bound  and  ran  away  trom  their  masters,  14;  were  nevei^ 
bound,  84. 

Place*  of  Nativity. — Pennsylvania,  61 ;  Germany,  6 ;  Ireland,  13  ;  New  York,  13 ; 
Matiachusetts,  6 ;  Vermont,  3 ;  Virginia,  7  ;  England,  6 ;  Canada,  3 ;  Maryland,  6 ; 
Connecticut,  2  ;  New  Jersey,  1 ;  Rhode  Island,  1 ;  France,  5 ;  Michigan,  1 ;  Delaware, 
1 ;  Ohio,  3 ;  Kentucky,  1. 

Term  of  Sentences. — For  6  months,  3  ;  1  year,  10 ;  1  year  and  1  month,  9 ;  1  year 
and  3  months,  9 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  18  ;  2  years,  24  ;  2  yenrs  and  3  months,  2  ; 
2  years  and  6  months,  3 ;  2  years  and  9  months,  2  ;  3  years,  20  ;  3'years  and  6  months, 
6 ;  4  years  and  4  months,  2  ;  4  years  and  1  month,  1 ;  5  years,  8 ;  6  years,  6 ;  7  years, 
6 ;  8  years,  3 ;  10  years,  5  ;  12  years,  2. 

Crimes. — Nlurder,  second  degree,  6  ;  manslaughter,  3 ;  assault  and  batteij  with  in* 
tant  to  kill,  5 ;  boggery,  1 ;  arson,  8  ;  horse  steahng,  15 ;  burglary,  12 ;  highway  rob. 
beiy,  1;  rubbery,  4;  incestuous  adultery,  1;  counterfeiting  and  passing  check,  3; 
ooonterfeiting  silver  coin,  4 ;  larceny,  63 ;  forgery.  6  ;  larceny,  forgery  and  receiving 
■lolen  goods,  2 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  2  ;  for  assisting  to  break  jail,  1 ;  conspiracy,  2. 

Previous  Oecupation.-^Bontmeu^  8  ;  laborers,  43  ;  weavers,  3 ;  farmer/  1 ;  barbers, 
3 ;  cabinetmaker,  1 ;  tailor,  1 ;  cooks,  6 ;  wagonmakers,  2 ;  whitesmith,  1 ;  rope- 
makers,  3 ;  papermaker  1 ;  millers,  2 ;  machinist,  1 ;  ship^^arpenters,  2 ;  silversmith, 
1 ;  copper  plate  printer,  1 ;  tobacconists,  6 ;  shoemakers,  14 ;  en^neer,  1 ;  fisherman, 
1 ;  hatters,  2 ;  plasterers,  2  ;  upholsterer,  1 ;  porter,  1 ;  blacksmitlis,  3  ;  forgemen,  5 ; 
leacher,  1 ;  coopers,  4 ;  ostlers,  3 ;  printer,  1 ;  soldiers,  4 ;  barkeepers,  2 ;  steam  doc- 
tor, 1 ;  race  rider,  1 ;  tailoress,  1 ;  currier,  1 ;  wagoner,  1 ;  grocer,  1 ;  book-keeper,  1 ; 
bamessmaker,  1. 

Receipts. — By  weaving,  |3,120  20 ;   shoemaking,  5,205  26  ;   oakum  picking,  eto. 
1^1  72;  merchandize,  3,294  05:  total,  $13,011  23. 

DithtnewtentB.-^To  fobnatence,  $9^  64 ;  atock,  3,772  59 :  total,  $13,011  23. 

JAMES  ALEXANDE&,  Clerk. 
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1840. — Physician's  Report. 

On  the  first  day  of  Janaaiy,  1840,  there  were  on  the  sick  list  six  males  an  J  oaO 
female,  a  case  of  epilepsia,  since  discharged  in  ^ood  health.  To  the  above  namlMf 
have  been  added  forty-four  cases ;  making  in  all  fifty  iudiriduals  who  have  been  pre- 
cluded from  work,  by  reason  of  sickness,  during  the  past  ^ear.  Fifty>iive  other  coik 
victs  took,  occasionally,  some  mild  cathartic  meaicine ;  but  in  none  ot  the  latter  claat 
did  the  sickness  require  an  exemption  from  the  ordinary  labor  of  the  prison. 

I  think  the  conviction  is  forced  upon  us,  that  our  Pennsylyunia  system  of  solitary  coik 
finement,  with  labor,  is  rather  conducive  than  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  persomr 
confined.  In  regard  to  the  Western  Penitentiary,  I  may  say,  without  boasthis,  that  a# 
to  health,  police,  discipline,  and  general  management,  it  may  not  unfit vorably  be  com* 
pared  with  any  other  establishment  of  a  similar  nature  in  the  United  States. 

Diseases  of  Prisoners  contracted  previous  ta  admission,  their  Causes,  and  the  result  of 
TrecUment. — Whites :  Asthma,  2,  old  age  and  disease  of  heart,  improved  ;  rhcumatitm^ 
1,  exposure,  cured  *,  do.  1,  syphilis  and  mercury,  cured  ;  do.  1,  severe  fall,  cared  ;  do.  I^ 
intemperance  and  exposure,  cured;  intermittent  fever,  4,  cause,  marsh  miasma,  cured;  \uf 
bility  to  insanity,  1,  fracture  of  skull,  improved  ;  pleurisy,  1,  exposure,  cured ;  gleet,  1, 
gonorrhoea,  cored ;  bubo,  2,  lues  venerea,  cured ;  gonorrhoea,  1,  impurity  of  couneo 
tion,  cured;  chancre,  2,  lue«  venerea,  cured;  dyspepsia,  1,  gormandizing,  cured,  can- 
cer of  testicle,  intemperance  and  exposure,  died ;  opacity  of  cornea,  1,  wound,  im- 
proved ;  itch,  1,  filthiness,  cured.  Colored :  purulent  ophthalmia,  1,  scrofula,  improred^ 
scrotal  hernia,  1,  hea\7  lifting,  improved.     Total.  24. 

Diseases  of  Prisoners  contracted  in  Prison,  their  Causes  and  the  results  of  TreatmaUt 
—Whites:  Rheumatism,  3,  dampness  of  cell  from  scrubbing,  and  carelessness,  cured ^ 
qninsy,  3,  do.  do.,^ cured;  hoemorrhoids,  2,  sedentary  position,  cured;   gastro-enteritiif 
1,  over-eating,  laziness,  etc.,  cured ;   dyspepsia,  1,  torpor  of  liver,  cured ;  cholera  mof' 
bus,  1,  liable  to  overflow  of  bile,  cured;  dementia,  1,  masturbation,  improved ;  do., do., 
1,  relieved  ;   do.,  do.,  1,  cured  ;   eruptions,  1,  do.,  cured  ;    cholica  spasraodica,  I,  do./ 
cured;   irregular  appetite,  1,  do.,  cured ;   neuralgia  of  scalp,  1,  unknown,  cared;   h«r» 
pas,  1,  do.,  cured.   Colored :  PhthiBis  pulraonalis,  1,  scrofula,  improTod  f  catarrhal  fever* 
1,  dampness  of  wash-house,  cured;    ophthalmia,  1,  unknown,  cured:   pneomooia,  2, 
careless  ventilation,  cured ;  diarrhoea,  1,  heat  of  weadier,  cured ;   lumbago,  1,  mastw 
bation,  cured ;  dyspepsia,  1,  do.,  cured.     Total,  26. 

From  the  foregoing  it  may  be  perceived,  that  of  t^^enty.four  wbittf  and  colored  pri^ 
onen  received  in  a  diseased  condition,  one  died,  four  are  reported  as  improved,  and 
nineteen  restored  to  health.  Of  the  twenty-six  white  and  colored  prisoners  who  coo' 
tracted  their  diseases  while  in  prison,  all  were  restorect  to  health  except  two,  wlvr 
were  left  in  an  improved  condition.  The  only  cases  of  alienation  of  mind  that  origi' 
Bated  in  prison,  were,  without  an^  kind  of  douDt,  ascrib^e  to  self-abiiae,  still  too  prevs' 
lent  here  as  in  all  other  public  institutions  of  this  and  every  other  country.  Moral/ 
medical^  and  dietetic  treatment,  however,  seldom  fail  to  restore  them  to  health. 

WM.  F.  IRWIN,  Physician. 

1 84 1 . — Inspectors'  Repokt. 

The  nn&ding  honor  of  first  introducing  into  her  criminal  code  tbe  moral  cnltoro  ml 
reformation  of  the  guilty,  belongs  exclusively  to  Pennsylvania.  Higher  objects  tfatf 
the  mere  punishment  of  the  malefactor  grace  her  statute  books.  With  the  band  of 
heaven-descending  charity,  she  has  combined  with  her  places  of  penance  and  poniib' 
ment,  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  moral  diseases — ^kinaness  and  encouragement,  witk 
moral  and  religious  instruction,  are  uniformly  extended  to  such  as  evince  a  dispositioo 
to  amend  their  lives,  and  every  incentive  to  thorough  reformation  are  inseparable  ob- 
jects  of  her  system.  The  inculcation  of  industry  and  regularity^  and  the  sobriety  vii 
temperance  which  are  forced  upon-  the  inmates  of  our  prisons,  by  oar  system,  inseosiblf 
grow  into  fixed  habits  of  life,  and  however  unpleasant  their  abode  and  their  restraintr 
may  have  been,  tbe  greater  portion  of  those  who  have  had  these  virtues  forced  npoo 
them,  cannot  but  look  back  with  gratitude  upon  the  institution,  and  will  certainly  watt! 
respect  those  laws  by  which  they  have  been  chastened  in  mercy,  and  aared  pariMp* 
from  utter  wretchedness  and  destruction. 

With  regard  to  the  business  relations  of  the  prison,  we  have  the  satisfiMstkm  to  rtatCf 
that  the  nroBts  amount  to  $1,745  73  over  all  the  expenses  for  clothing,  inhiiatoMOOt  fiyl, 
light,  and  all  other  necessaries,  thereby  effecting  a  cle^  saving  to  tbe  respectiTe  couik 
ties  named,  as  folio  ws>— 


PENNSYLVANIA    STATE    PRISON.  261 

Amonnd^of  ExpemeM  of  the  Convicts  for  each  County  in  the  Dutrietfor  the  patt  Yemr, 
aeeounttd  for  by  iLo^or.— Allegheny,  $3,712  41;  ArmstroDg,  109  07:  Bedford, 
336  87  ;  Beaver,  452  55  ;  Clarion,  57  67 ;  Cambria,  307  48 ;  Crawford,  563  45 ;  Erie, 
1,082  79;  Fayette,  581  51;  Huntingdon,  480  90;  Indiana,  167  21;  Mercer,  286  15; 
fiomereet,  36172;  Venango,  259  16;  Washington,  67139;  Westmorelaud,  332  09; 
IVarren,  242  99;  Green,  202  76  ;  M'Keau,  96  63:  total,  $10,304  80. 

In  concluding  this  report,  we  feel  it  to  be  due  to  the  officers  and  subordinates,  to 
^■j,  that  they  have  ikithfuUy  discharged  their  duty  to  the  commonwealth  and  the  pri»- 
onen :  and  another  year's  experience  on  the  part  of  the  Inspectors,  has  more  fully  con- 
finned  their  former  convictions  in  the  immediate  benefits  derived  by  the  subjects  of  oar 
prison  discipline,  as  well  as  the  advantages  which  society  must  ultimately  reap  from  the 
pffDmotioa  of  a  pcAicy  which  has  so  much  to  commend  it  to  favor. 

JAM£S  ANDERSON,  President,  ^ 

BENJAMIN  DARLINGTON, 

WILLIAM  LECKY,  V  Inspeoton. 

JOHN  IRWIN,  Treasurer, 

WM.  ROBINSON,  Jr.,  Secretary,  J 

1841. — Warden's  Report. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1841,  we  had  in  confinement  139  inmates — 135  males, 
and  4  females.  We  have  received  within  the  year  90,  and  discharged  68 — 54  by  ex- 
pirmtion  of  sentence,  7  by  pardon,  and  7  by  deatn ;  leaving  in  confinement,  January  1. 
1842,  161 — 159  males,  and  2  females;  showing  an  increase  of  22  within  the  year.  Ox 
the  number  now  in  confinement,  there  are  139  white  males,  20  colored  males,  1  white, 
•nd  1  colored  female. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  received  from  the  opening  of  the  prison,  July  31, 
1826,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1842,  is  846.  Of  these,  692  were  white  mates,  120  colored 
malM;  15  white  females,  and  19  colored  females.  The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  for 
tile  past  year  has  been  very  good,  rarely,  indeed,  giving  occasion  for  the  slightest  pan- 
ishment ;  showing  still,  I  think,  one  ereat  advantage  of  the  Pennsylvania  system  over 
that  of  any  other  State ;  and  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that,  with  proper  mana&ement, 
carried  oat  with  firmness,  mildness,  kindness,  and  justice,  there  wul  seldom,  indeed,  be 
occasion  to  resort  to  the  cruelties  practiced  in  other  prisons. 

We  have  manufactured  in  the  past  year,  58.919  yards  of  cloth,  892  pairs  of  boots, 
7,541  pairs  of  shoes,  and  picked  29  tons  of  oakum. 

We  have  now  161  convicts,  with  170  cells. 

A.  BECKHAM,  Waiden. 


Relations. — Married,  71 ;  unmarried,  79;  widows  and  widowers,  11:  total,  161. 

Color. — White  males,  139 ;   white  females,  1 ;   colored  males,  20 ;   colored  females, 
1 :  total,  161. 

Habits. — TempeiBte,  13;  moderate,  13;  intemperate,  135:  total  161. 

Were  bound,  and  served  their  time  out,  50 :  were  bound,  and  ran  away  from  their 
masters,  18;  were  never  bound,  93  :  total,  161. 

Oecupaiion.'^^otXmeUf  10 ;  laborers,  47  ;  weavers  7  ;  barbers,  2 ;  cabinetmaker,  I 
tulors,  5  ;  cooks,  7 ;  wagonmaker,  1 ;  whitesmith,  1 ;  ropemakers,  3 ;  papermaker,  1 
villeFS,  2 ;  machinist,  1 ;  ship-carpenters,  2 ;  silversmith,  1 ;  copper  plate  printer,  1 
tobacconists,  4 ;  shoemakers,  14 ;  engineer,  1 ;  fishermen,  1 ;  hatters,  2 ;  plasterers,  2 
•pholsterer,  1 ;    drover,  1 ;    porter,  1 ;    blacksmiths,  3 ;    forgemen,  5 ;    saihnaker,  1 


i^ud 
brewer,  1;  brick>maker,  1. 

1842. — Inspectors'  Report. 

In  connection  with  this  branch  of  our  subject,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  resist  the 
impression  which  is  attempted  to  be  made  on  the  public  mind,  that  the  system  of  soli- 
twy  labor  and  confinement  is  prejudicial  to  mental  health.  On  the  contrary,  our  ob- 
ivrvatian  leads  to  an  entirely  different  conclusion.  The  very  abstraction  from  external 
Old  worldly  objects  which  the  inmates  of  our  prisons  are  compelled  to  endure,  acta  m 
a  stimulus  to  their  mental  qualifications ;  and  m  a  report  to  your  honorable  bodies  on 
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m  former  occasion,  we  noticed  not  only  the  rapid  proficiency  of  the  imedncatod  mI 
learning  to  read,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  on  moral  and  religioas  auMacti^ 
but  the  surprising  facility  with  which  in  their  state  of  seclusion  they  acqaired  tfat 
▼arious  mechanicul  trades  to  which  their  labor  was  applied ;  and  we  have  great  aatii- 
&cdon  in  stating  that  our  observations  since  then  have  confirmed  the  impressions  thaa 
reported  on  this  item  of  objection  to  our  system.  Those  facts  we  think  are  concloaive, 
and  sufficiently  countervail  the  visionary  abstractions  arrayed  in  aid  of  their  theory  on 
this  important  point. 

Another  objection  we  would  briefly  notice :  That  the  bodily  health  of  the  prisonen, 
in  the  state  of  fieclusion  to  which  they  are  consigned,  is  thereby  impaired  to  a  greater 
extent  than  by  congregated  labor.  On  this  topic,  statistics  of  the  mortality  in  other 
prisons  have  been  compared  with  those  in  the  Kastern  Penitentiary  of  this  State,  as 
evidence  to'  support  their  position.  Whatever  may  be  the  fact  as  regards  our  sister 
institution,  we  take  upon  ourselves  to  deny  the  applicability  of  the  argumeuu  to  this 
prison  ;  and  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  mortulity  with  us,  whatever  its  reladve 
comparison  may  be  to  others,  we  can  readily  trace  the  excess,  if  any  there  be,  to  in- 
firmity of  constitution,  and  origin  of  disease,  anterior  to  their  admission  within  our  walls; 
and  we  doubt  not  as  regards  the  Eastern  Penitentiar)',  on  which  their  argument  is 
based,  may  be  traced  to  like  causes.  We  cannot  admit  that  solitary  ccmfinement  with 
mitigated  labor,  which  is,  in  other  words,  only  healthful  exorcise,  the  free  admissioo 
of  air,  and  temperature  regulated  at  pleasure  by  the  inmate  of  a  cell,  and  a  reasonable 
degree  of  the  light  of  day,  varied  Ijy  access  to  the  Holy  Scriptnres  and  treatises  oa 
moral  and  religious  subjects,  connected  with  the  diurnal  visits  of  a  pious  and  unturing 
moral  and  religious  instnictor,  is  a  position  that  can  be  regarded  as  onlkvorable  to  the 
health  of  body  or  mind. 

With  regard  to  the  business  relations  of  the  prison,  we  have  the  satisfaction  to  stale 
that  the  profits  of  the  year  amount  to  $4,449  86  over  all  the  expenses  for  clothing,  fad. 
subsistence,  light,  and  all  other  necessaries ;  thereby  ell'ecting  a  clear  saving  to  the  iv> 
specttve  counties  of  the  district  as  follows : — Allegheny,  $3,351  08  ;  Armstrong,  75  Id; 
Bedford,  540  03  ;   Beaver,  516  27  ;  Butler,  125  95  ;  Clarion,  34  13 ;  Cambria,  479  23; 
Crawford,  510  29 ;  Erie,  688  34 ;  Favette,  726  61 ;  Huutingdon,  391  82 :  Potter.  55  83; 
Indiana,  249  04;  Mercer,  179  82;    Somerset,  282  05;  Venango,  218  20;  Washingtoo, 
538  13:    Westmoreland,  435  07;  Warren,  172  89;   Green,  107  51;    M*Kean,  87  09; 
Clearfield,  40  67  :  total,  $9,805  15.  g 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  last  session,  the  Board  of  Inspectors  have  ap- 
propriated $5,000  out  of  the  past  profits  of  labor,  to  tlie  construction  of  a  new  block  of 
cells,  which  the  gradually  increasing  number  of  prisoners  admonish  us  will  looo  be 
required. 

JAMES  ANDERSON.  President, 

BENJAMIN  DARLINGTON, 

WILLIAM  LECKY,  }  Inspecton. 

JOHN  IRWIN,  Treasurer, 

WM.  ROBINSON,  Jr.,  Secretary, 


1842. — Warden's  Report. 

It  afibrds  me  pleasure  to  report  to  the  Board  a  diminution  of  crime  within  this  peoi* 
tentiary  for  the  past  year.  We  have  now  in  coufinement  163  convicta— 159  males  so^ 
4  females.  We  nave  received  69  within  the  year,  and  discharged  67—46  by  expiratiuD 
of  sentence,  16  by  pardon,  and  5  by  death.  This  shows  an  increase  over  the  previoo* 
year  of  2,  yet  we  have  received  21  less  than  in  1841,  11  less  than  in  1840,  and  16  le* 
than  in  1839. 

The  conduct  and  health  of  the  prisoners  for  the  past  year  have  been  good,  rarely  io* 
deed  givins  occasion  to  the  slightest  punishment,  snowing  still  the  great  advantage  of 
the  Pennsylvania  system  over  that  of  congregated  labor,  as  practiceu  in  other  States. 

We  have  manufactured  in  the  past  year  51,911  yards  of  cloth,  1,181  pairs  of  booti, 
8,904  pairs  of  shoes,  and  picked  11  tons  of  oakum. 

Of  toe  63  prisoners  received  within  the  past  year,  10  report  themselves  as  tempeiate, 
4  moderate  drinkers,  and  54  intemperate. 

A.  BECKHAM,  Waiden. 

Number  of  Convicts  from  each  County. — Allegheny,  55 ;  Armstrong,  1 ;  Bedford,  11*. 
Beaver,  9 ;  BaUer,  2 ;  Clearfield,  1 ;  Cambria,  5 ;  Clarion,  1 ;  Crawford,  8 ;  Erie,  12; 
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Wmf^me,  13 ;  Oroen,  9 ;  HaatiDgdon,  7 ;  lodiaDa,  5 ;  Mercer,  3 ;  Somenet,  5 ;  Venan- 
|;o,  2 ;  Washington,  10 ;  Westmoreland,  9 ;  Warren,  2 :  total,  163. 

Agei — FroDQ  10  to  20,  22 ;  20  to  30,  65 ;  30  to  40,  20 ;  40  to  50,  15  ;  50  to  60,  38 ; 
60  to  70,  3. 

Of  the  whole  uumbw  of  convicts  in  prison  on  the  Ist  Julj,  1843,  159  were  males  and 
4  females.  62  married,  91  unmarried,  and  10  widows  und  widowers.  136  white 
males,  1  white  female,  23  colored  males,  aud  3  colored  females.  14  temi>erate,  12 
moderate,  and  137  intemperate.  51  were  bound  and  served  their  time  out,  21  wer« 
bound  and  nm  away  from  their  masters,  aud  91  were  never  bound. 

Place  of  Nativity. — Pennsylvania,  67;    Germany,  8;    Ireland,  10;   New  York,  15 
Massachusetts,  4:    Vermont,  4 ;  Virginia,  12 ;    England,  9;    Canada,  5;    Maryland,  9 
Connecticat,  1 ;    Rhode  Island,  2 ;    France,  3 ;    Michigan,  1 ;    Delaware,  1 ;   Ohio,  4 
Kentucky,  2 ;   Scotland,  2 ;    New  Hampshire,  1 ;   Louisiana,  I ;   Mississippi,  1 ;   South 
Carolina,  1. 

Term  of  Sentences, — For  6  months,  1 ;  1  year,  20 ;  1  year  and  1  month,  2 ;  1  year 
■ad  3  months,  6 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  26 ;  1  year  and  8  months,  1 ;  2  '  years,  34  ;  2 
▼ears  and  3  months,  3 ;  2  years  and  6  months,  6  ;  3  years,  IG  :  3  years  and  6  months, 
3 ;  4  years,  3  ;  4  yeara  and  1  month,  1 ;  4  years  and  4  months,  1 ;  4  years  and  6  months, 
1 ;  5  years,  1 1 ;  C  years,  3 ;  7  years,  10 ;  8  years,  5 ;  9  years,  2 ;  10  years,  6  j  11  years, 
1 ;  12  years,  1. 

Previous  Occupafion. — Housewife,  1 ;  plasterers,  2 ;  porter,  1 ;  cooks,  6 ;  laborers, 
49 ;  papermaker,  1 ;  blacksmiths,  9  ;  wagoners,  4 ;  coopers.  4 ;  barkeeper,  1 ;  soldier, 
1 ;  miner,  1 ;  merchant,  1 ;  weavers,  4 ;  hatter,  1 :  tailors,  5  :  carriers,  2 ;  Hsherman, 
1 ;  ship-carpenters,  2  ;  clerks.  3 ;  boatmen,  15  ;  upholsterer,  1 ;  haruesamaker,  1 ;  sail- 
maker,  1 ;  hnkers,  2 ;  portrait  painters,  2 ;  stage  driver,  1 ;  attendant  stage  stable,  1 ; 
stonecutter,  1  ;  barbers,  3 ;  shoemakers,  6  ;  house  work,  1 ;  stonemasons,  2 ;  painter, 
1 ;  doctors,  3  ,  brass  and  silver  plater,  1 ;  pedlers,  2  ;  house  servants,  3 ;  carpenter,  1 ; 
■ulor,  1 ;  teacher,  1 ;  brewer,  1 ;  forgemen,  2 ;  skin  dresser,  1 ;  glovemaker,  I ;  brick- 
layer, 1 ;  tool  maker,  1 ;  tobacconist,  1 ;  coal  digger,  1 ;  butcher,  1 ;  waiter,  1 ;  iron 
roller,  1 ;  clock  and  watch fnoker,  1 ;  printer,  1 ;  glass-blower,  1. 

Crimes. — Murder,  2nd  degree,  7 ;  manslaughter,  2 ;  assault  and  battery  with  intent 
to  kill,  8;  buggei^,  4;  arson,  10;  horse  stealing,  9;  burglary,  23;  robbery  and  bur- 
glary, 6;  counterfeiting  and  passing  check,  4;  counterfeiting  silver  coin,  1;  larceny, 
71 ;  forgery,  6  ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  2  ;  conspiracy,  1 ;  passing  counterfeit  notes,  5 ; 
stealing  United  States'  mail,  1 ;  embezzling  irom  letters  m  post  office,  1 ;  rape,  1 ; 
robbery,  1. 

Receipts, — Weaving,  $3,112  07  ;  ohoemaking,  5,908  77;  oakum  picking,  1,585  25; 
merchandize,  3,648  92  :  total,  $14,255  01. 

DisbursemenU.—^nhviBXejice,  $9,805  15  ;  stock,  4,449  86  :  total,  $14,255  01. 

1842. — Physician's  Report.  ^ 

The  aggregate  amount  of  sickness  in  the  prison  for  1842  corresponds  pretty  nearly 
with  that  experienced  in  1841,  although  the  number  of  fatal  cases  are  three  less  than 
that  of  1841.  The  following  contains  all  that  is  necessary  to  explain  the  character  of 
the  cases  alluded  to :  Died  January  18,  No.  637,  white,  aged  22,  of  consumption ;  Jan- 
nary  29,  No.  786,  yellow,  aged  31,  of  consumption  ;    March  10,  No  658,  white,  aged 

20,  of  consumption ;  May  17,  No.  646,  aged  40 ;    November  18,  No.  753,  yellow,  aged 

21,  of  consumption. 

-  Of  the  above  5  cases  of  death  from  consumption,  4  (3  white  and  1  colored)  are  in- 
serted in  the  Journal  of  Health  as  having  beei^  received  on  admission  to  the  prison  in 
good  health — the  remaining  one,  a  colored  man,  in  feeble  health. 

All  the  fatal  cases  of  the  present  year  in  this  institution  have  resulted  iirom,  more  or 
Imb,  stnictural  disease  of  the  respiratory  apparatus,  and  in  a  majority  of  cases,  associated 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree  with  organic  and  functional  derangements  of  the  liver  and 
bowels.  It  may  be  deemed  proper  to  remark,  that  but  two  cases,  real  or  pretended, 
of  mental  derangement,  have  been  bronght  under  my  notice.  One  of  the  two  is  un- 
doobtedly  a  case  of  simulated  mania,  and  hjM  given  a  good  deal  of  trouble  to  the  officen 
of  the  pnson.  - 

The  case  of  No.  821  would  most  probably  have  terminated  fatally  in  prison  before 
thiB,  but  for  the  timely  exercise  of  the  executiye  clemency,  which  was  recommended 
br  the  Wanien  and  the  Board  of  Inspeoton. 

WM.  F.  IRWIN,  PfaynoiMi. 
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1842. — Moral  Instructor's  Rbport. 

Ab  to  our  mode  of  panisbment,  the  design  of  all  equitable  and  beneyi^ent  gOTernr 
ments  is  to  Becare  the  rights  and  happiness  of  the  community,  by  Aose  means  leait 
burdensome  to  the  government,  and  most  beneficial  to  those  who  may  violate  its  laws 
and  suffer  their  penalties.     The  judicious  association  of  the  means  of  reformation  with 
the  punishment  of  crime,  has  long  been  a  subject  of  great  solicitude,  though  its  i^>pli> 
cation  is  of  recent  date.     The  first  step  towards  the  recovery  of  erring  mortals,  is  to  rfr> 
move  the  occasion  of  their  crimes  as  fully  as  practicable.     Idleness  azul  evil  associatioiia 
must  be  precluded  if  possible.    The  principal  question  on  prison  discipline,  now  in 
debate  throughout  the  civilized  world,  is  the  comparative  advantages  of  the  social  and 
tolitary  systems.     That  each  mode  has  some  advantages  peculiar  to  itself,  none  will 
deny.     Aud  as  man  cannot  be  divested  of  his  moral  relations,  neither  can  those  circnnift- 
Btances  and  influences  by  which  he  is  surrounded.     Morality  and  religion,  thoagfa  of 
divine  origiu,  are  nevertheless  modified,  retarded,  or  promoted,  by  all  the  incidents  of 
life.     Let  us  now  survey  a  few  of  the  advantages  of  the  Pennsylvania  system.     It 
keeps  prisoners  separate  from  and  ignorant  of  their  fellow-prisoners  and  former  asso- 
ciates in  infamy  and  crime.     This  alone  effects  much ;   because  even  a  limited  prison 
acquaintance  might  be  ruinous  in  all  after  life,  especially  to  the  young  and  inexpeari- 
enced  offenders.     This  system  also  exempts  the  convicts  from  the  cold  or  conoos  gaz9 
of  visitors  in  general,  and  especially  that  of  their  acquaintances,  among  whom  tbej 
would  doubtless  recognize  many  of  their  former  accomplices  or  abettors  in  crime. 
Under  our  regulations,  convicts  have  the  division  of  their  time  at  discretion,  devoting  a 
portion  to  labor,  study,  or  recreation,  as  he;dth  and  inclination  may  dictate  or  require. 
This  privilege  is  of  vast  importance  to  persons  whose  conditions  make  relaxation  re- 
quisite for  both  body  and  mind,  at  times  when  it  could  not  be  allowed  under  any  othor 
system.     Solitary  confinement  precludes  those  jealousies  and  envious  feelings,  which 
could  not  be  prevented  by  any  other  mode.     It  affords  to  all  the  officers  uf  the  prison, 
and  especially  to  the  Moral  Instructor,  favorable  opportunities  to  impart  instruction  ibr 
the  mental,  moral,  and  religious  improvement  of  all  without  interruption  or  i  iiilimiiiss 
ment,  which  could  be  seldom  imparted  advantageously  on  the  sociiu  plan.     Every  ex- 
perienced Christian  pastor  knows,  that  members  of  the  same  fiimify  seldom  speah 
freely  of  their  religious  feelings  or  experience  in  the  presence  of  their  associates,  as 
they  would  with  their  teacher  alone,  much  less  wretched  convicts  who  are  too  sensi- 
tive to  hazard  the  pain  of  not  being  believed.     Although  public  preaching  is  performed 
under  some  real,  and  other  apparent  disadvanta°[es,  yet  these  principally  relate  to  the 
pleasure  and  not  to  the  utility  of  those  services ;  because,  however  desirable  it  may  be, 
it  is  not  indispensable  that  a  speaker  and  his  hearers  should  see  each  other  daring  the 
exorcises  of  divine  worship.     No  one  is  here  treated  with  any  contempt  or  severi^for 
non-conformity  to  matters  of  obligation  to  divine,  rather  than  human  authority ;  aod 
we  are  not  found  attempting  to  coerce  men  in  religious  duties.    And  even  whmi  a  re- 
proof or  punishment  is  required,  which  is  very  selaom,  it  need  only  be  known  to  those 
concerned. 

The  officers  are  enabled  almost  entirely  to  dispense  with  those  serere  ponishaMnti, 
always  requisite  where  the  pride  or  obstinacy  of  offenders  is  sustained  by  the  pre> 
sence  or  countenance  of  hardened  fellow-prisoners.  This  is  matter  of  vast  importanet 
to  the  humanity,  morality,  and  happiness  of  both  officers  and  prisoners.  The  objeth 
tion,  based  on  the  alleged  destruction  of  health  involved,  has  occupied  mnch  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  writer,  and  he  has  become  firmly  persuaded  that  the  health  of  the  msw 
f>ersous  is  now  better  preserved  and  more  uniform  than  it  was  in  the  midst  of  dioir 
iberty  and  their  vices.  That  constitutions  already  seriously  impaired,  should  sink  nnder 
disease,  is  apparent  to  all ;  but  we  mav  not  make  our  cells  accountable  for  health  de- 
stroyed before  they  were  entered  by  tneir  unhappy  inmates.  That  confinement  for  a 
few  years  does  not  necessarily  impair  the  mental  faculties  of  the  mind,  is  amply  de- 
monstrated by  the  facility  with  which  almost  all  who  are  of  proper  age,  and  otherwise 
competent,  attain  to  pronciency  in  mechanical  business,  which  tney  did  not  previoosky 
understand,  and  the  meotal  improvement  with  which  a  majority  of  them  are  disminea. 
It  would  not  be  supposed  that  a  felon  could  pass  the  horrors  of  an  arrest,  and  the  pan* 
fol  suspense  connected  with  his  trial  and  conViction,  and  come  to  us  without  soma 
abatement  of  that  buoyancy  of  spirits  of  which  he  might  have  been  possessed  in  the 
brighter  days  of  liberty  or  respectability.  Yet  this  institution  would  suffer  nothing  im 
the  result,  were  it  possible  to  present  an  accurate  exhibit  of  the  vigor  of  intellecta  ra- 
ceived  and  discharged.  That  the  s^^stem  is  productive  of  moral  good,  might  be  aiw 
gued  frofo  yarioas  considerations,  which  neea  not  here  be  named.    The  wdl  known 
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fitct,  that  recomniitineDtB  are  veiy  rart  among  thoie  whose  sentence  are  of  mediom 
length,  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  the  efforts  of  this  State  to  reform  the  vicious.  That 
greater  certainty  in  the  detection  and  less  seventy  in  the  prosecution  of  offenders, 
vrould  still  be  an  improvement  in  this  department  of  our  mild  and  vigorous  govern' 
ment  we  are  confident 

The  plan  of  operation  during  the  year  just  closed,  has  been,  with  rare  exceptions,  for 
llie  Instructor  to  spend  about  two  hours  in  the  forenoon,  and  the  same  in  the  afternoon 
of  each  business-day  in  the  week,  in  visiting  successively  all  the  inmates,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  feithful  and  affectionate  conversation  with  each  person,  on  those  topics  relating 
to  their  present  and  future  temporal  and  spiritual  welfiu*e,  and  to  aid  those  who  re- 
quire assistance  in  their  studies ;  also  to  visit  those  who  are  learning  to  read,  once  or 
twice  every  week,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  lessons.  In  prosecutins  our  ardu- 
ous work,  we  have  been  dependent  for  the  facilities  of  instruction  upon  the  benevolent 
of  the  age,  and  take  pleasure  in  reporting,  that  through  the  prompt  liberality  of  the 
Toung  Men's  Bible  Society  of  Pituburg  heretofore,  and  recently  of  the  State  Bible 
Society  of  Pennsylvania,  we  have  been  well  supplied  with  Bibles  and  Testaments; 
and,  also,  that  the  Female  Protestant  Episcopal  Prayer-Book  Society  of  Pennsylvania 
have  furnished  us  a  liberal  supply  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  the  psalms  and 
bymns  of  which  are  used  in  public  worship  in  the  prison,  every  Sabbatn  morning. 
Ten  thousand  pages  of  religious  tracts  were  presented  to  us  by  the  Tract  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New  York ;  together  with  various  volumes  and  miscella- 
nies, firom  Mr.  Isaac  Harris  of  Pittsburg,  ana  other  private  individuals,  for  all  of  which 
we  tender  the  proper  acknowledgments  in  behalf  ol  ihott  in  bonds. 

NATH.  CALLENDER,  Moral  Instmctor. 


1843. — Inspectors'  Report. 

In  the  theory  of  our  criminal  jurisprudence,  the  high  and  truly  beneficent  principle 
has  been  adopted,  that  punishment  is  to  be  inflicted  by  fallible  man  on  his  feuow-cre*- 
tore,  not  merely  in  terror,  but  in  love.  Imprisonment,  with  its  accompaniments  of 
hardships  and  privations,  is  considered  in  the  light  of  moral  penance ;  not  thundered  in 
▼engeanoe,  ana  stripes,  and  blows,  for  the  satisfoction  of  the  State,  but  imposed  for  the 
good  of  the  offender,  to  afford  the  means  of  restraint  from  the  £irther  commission  of 
crime,  and  to  lead  the  transgressor  to  repentance  and  to  reformation. 

To  what  extent  these  results  could  be  carried,  with  a  proper  regard  to  economy  in 
its  process,  was,  of  course,  in  its  outset,  a  matter  of  experiment;  at  no  period,  however, 
was  it  contemplated,  that  the  product  of  convict  labor  would  become  a  source  of  reve- 
nue beyond  the  necessary  outlays  for  its  support.  A  near  approximation  of  the  avaib 
of  labor  to  the  expense,  was  the  most  that  could  be  reasonably  expected  from  the  sepa- 
rate and  solitary  confinement  of  prisoners ;  repentance,  re&rmation,  and  encourage- 
ment to  return  to  the  bosom  of  society,  with  minds  renewed  and  hearts  resolvea  to 
pursue  a  new  and  better  course  of  life,  is  and  has  been  the  sreat  object  thus  hr  of  our 
mtem.  That  any  particular  system  of  prison  discipline  will  be  available  in  prodacing 
these  desirable  results,  on  the  entire  mass  of  those  whose  evil  practices  consign  them^  to 
the  abode  of  a  prison,  it  is  in  vain  to  hope.  Bat  that  the  Pennsylvania  system,  carried 
oat  as  it  should  oe,  and  as  we  flatter  ourselves  it  has  been  in  the  Western  Penitential^ 
leaves  us  no  room  to  question  its  superiority  in  everything  that  claims  the  regard  aiia 
consideration  of  the  truly  humane  and  benevolent  observer. 

The  principles,  precepts,  and  practice  of  our  holy  reli^on  are  assiduously  inculcated; 
the  ignorant  and  unlettered  are  taught  to  read  and  to  wnte ;  the  idle  employed  at  mod- 
erate labor;  and  such  as  have  no  trades,  instructed  in  some  useful  employment,  suited  to 
their  genius  and  constitution.  The  youthful  novice  in  crime  is  separated  from  the  old 
and  hardened  offender,  all  kept  separate  from  each  other.  And  although,  from  the  nar 
ture  of  things,  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  prevent  the  passage  of  sound,  and  by  an  effort 
in  contiguous  cells  they  may  be  able  to  hear  imperfectly  each  other's  voice,  yet  they 
cannot  (wcome  acquainted  with  each  other's  features,  or  in  that  way,  afler  the  perioa 
of  their  confinement,  recognize  their  nearest  fellow-prisoner.  Eveir  possible  care  ia 
had  to  cleanliness ;  wholesome  and  abundant  provisions  are  snppliea  with  regularity. 
The  air  and  light  of  heaven  are  freely  and  sufficiently  admitted.  Their  health  is  watched 
over  with  untiring  attention ;  and  religious  comfort  and  instruction  are  administered 
without  stint  to  afl.  JAMES  ANDERSON,  Presid^t, 

WILSON  M'CANDLESS, 
WILLIAM  LECKY,  }  Inspeotoiik 

J.  K.  MOORHEAD,  Treasurra-, 
^^  WM.  ROBINSON,  Jr.,  Secretary, 
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1843. — Warden's  Report. 

Yon  will  perceive  a  decline  in  our  boBiness  for  the  past  year,  which  may  be  aceoonted 
for  by  a  sunpression  in  part  of  oar  manufacturing  operations,  caused  by  the  daUoeas  of 
sales,  aud  depreciated  prices  of  manufactare<l  articles. 

Satislactory  as  our  finaucial  condition  has  heretofore  been,  we  have,  I  couceive.  much 
Uglier  reasons  to  rejoice  at  the  happy  influence  produced  in  the  minds  and  habits  of 
many  who  have  been  inmates  of  this  prison,  as  evinced  by  their  comiuct  and  industri- 
ous habits  since  their  discharge,  some  we  know,  and  have  watched  for  several  years; 
and  although  a  few  have  returned,  yet  a  greater  part  have  shown  a  decided  dispontion 
to  improve,  by  salutary  lessons  given  them  here.  The  result,  thus  far,  has  compensa- 
ted for  the  sacrifices  incurred  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  .system  into  operation ; 
bat  to  encourage  us  to  persevere  in  the  good  work,  which  affords,  as  I  believe,  the 
most  efficient  means  which  human  intelligence  has  yet  devised,  of  protecting  the  novice 
in  crime  from  contamination  by  the  more  hardened  and  depraved,  and  of  reforming,  at 
the  same  time,  a  large  proportion  of  both  these  offenders,  a  close  personal  observation 
of  all  the  prisoners  who  have  been  admitted  into  the  penitentiary,  convinces  me  that, 
with  few  exceptions,  they  were  all  ignorant  and  much-rejected  people;  thrust  into 
into  society  without  learning,  without  moral  training,  without  liabits  of  industry,  or 
trades  to  qualify  them  to  gam  an  honest  living,  can  it  be  wondered  at  that,  sooner  or 
later,  they  oecome  offenders  against  tho  laws,  aud  the  unhappy  inmates  of  a  prison  7 
No  class  IS  80  entirely  ueglectea  as  our  colored  populatiou,  hence  it  is  we  see  so  large 
a  proportion  of  this  class  among  the  convicted.  Intemperance  and  crime  pursue  the 
ignorant  Of  the  69  received  within  the  past  year,  53  report  themselves  intemperate. 
11  temperate,  and  5  moderate  drinkers. 

A.  BFXKHAM,  Warden. 


Massachusetts, 

Connecticut,  I ,  .,  . ,„,  o-.-,  .,  ^ .  .,  ^ — ,,,  «v,. 

Tacky,  2;  Scotland,  2;  N.  Hampshire,  1 ;  Louisiana,  1 ;  Mississippi,  1 ;  S.  Carolina,  I. 

Sex. — Males,  143  ;  females,  5. 

Ages.—VviMa  10  to  20  years,  24  ;  20  to  30,  42 ;  30  to  40,  27 ;  40  to  50,  15 ;  50  to  60, 
39;  60  to  70,  1. 

Relationa. — Married,  43;  unmarried,  91;  widows  and  widowers,  14. 

Color. — White  males,  123 ;  white  females,  2 ;  colored  males,  20 ;  colored  females,  3. 

Habits. — Temperate,  14 ;  moderate,  10 ;  intemperate,  124. 

Wcnre  bound,  and  served  their  time  out,  46 ;  were  bound,  and  ran  away  from  their 
masters,  33  ;  were  never  bound,  78. 

Cfimei. — Murder,  2nd  deffree,  7  ;   manslaughter,  2  ;   bu^^ery,  2 ;   arson,  8 ;  boTK 


ipiracy,  x;  passing  connieneu  noies,  o;  sieanng  uuiiea  oiaies  man,  i ;  cmnezzimg 
D  postofiice,  1 ;   rape,  2 ;   robbery,  1 ;   obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences,  1 : 
nit  and  battery,  with  intent  to  kill,  2 ;   assault  and  battery,  with  intent  to  impe,  1 ; 
aaianlt  and  battery,  Iv 

1843. — Physician's  Report. 

Abdominal  dropff|rF  1  i   functional  derangement  of  liver,  2 ;  chronic  diarrlioBa,  with 
indigestion,  1  ;  scrofula,  1 ;  neuralgia  of  stomach,  1. 

Experience  teaches  that  the  very  same  diseases  which  exist  among,  or  operate  tmoo. 
oar  citizens  generally,  produce  the  very  same  effects  (more  or  less)  upon  the  convicts. 

The  following  list  wul  exhibit  the  number  of  deaths  in  1843,  whicn  exceed  by  one 
thoseof  1842:— 

IHeJ.—-xMarch  2,  1,  yellow,  aged  14,  of  apoplexy ;  April  18,  1,  white,  affed  25,  of 
hosmoptisis;  June  16,  1,  yellow,  aged  18,  ot  nervous  fever;  June  20,  1,  mmite,  aged 
27,  of  dropsy ;  August  26,  1,  white,  aged  26,  of  consumption ;  October  17,  1,  black 
aged  19,  of  scrofula. 

The  last  patient  is  reported  upon  the  joomal  as  entering  in  good  health,  and  th' 
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csote,  or  eaiuea  indiicing  so  extenriTe,  violent,  and  speedily  &tal  case  as  this  prayed  to 
be,  is  rather  difficult  to  explain. 

Below  }rou  have  those  now  under  treatment,  with  their  several  diseases,  thought  to 
involve  serioas  conseouences,  namely : — 

Scrofula,  contractea  in  the  prison,  1 ;  bronchitis,  contracted  in  the  prison,  1 ;  partial 
paralysis,  contracted  in  the  prison,  1 ;  consumption,  entered  diseasecl,  2  ;  scrofula,  en- 
tered diseased,  1. 

With  the  exception  of  the  cases  just  cited,  the  prison  is  now  in  as  healthy  a  condition 
as  at  any  period  of  the  year ;  constipation  constituting  the  principal  complaint. 

To  satisf)^  your  minds,  as  well  as  the  minds  of  the  public,  and  oppose  the  arguments 
urged  against  the  system  of  solitary  confinement  adopted  by  this  State,  as  tending  to 
engender  mental  disease  and  bodily  infirmities,  I  would  refer  you  back  for  the  last  five 
years.  On  the  first  of  January,  1839,  there  was  in  the  prison  134  convicts ;  and  the 
aggregate  number  received  since  then,  is  391,  in  all  525.  Out  of  this  number  21  deaths 
have  occurred,  making  an  average  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  scale  of  fatality. 

J.  H.  SMITH,  Physician. 

1843. — Moral  Instructor's  Report. 

The  avidity  with  which  the  convicts  embrace  the  favor  of  books  of  instruction  and 
wholesome  entertainment,  and  even  their  limited  task  of  labor^  not  only  to  besufle  the 
tedious  hours  of  solitude,  but  also  for  improvement,  is  not  only  conservative  of  mental 
and  physical  health,  but  is  all  favorable  to  their  moral  and  rehgious  culture,  and  serves 
to  encourage  those  who  labor  for  their  good.  We  have  had  an  ample  supply  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  furnished.  Our  supply  of  school 
books  has  been  principally  procured  with  the  donation  of  visitors — while  we  have  been 
indebted  to  benevolent  individuals  for  a  limited  supply  of  other  reading  matter.  To 
which  have  been  added  frequent  parcels  of  religious  tracts  and  temperance  publica- 
tions, from  Mr.  Isaac  Harris,  the  prisoner's  thoughtful  friend.  Were  the  demand  for 
miscellaneous  books  more  generally  known,  and  properly  considered,  it  might  be  am- 
ply supplied  from  the  libraries  of  the  benevolent  thus  appropriating  their  surplus 
volumes.  Of  70  convicts  received  this  year,  13  were  unable  to  read  when  committed. 
All  of  whom,  except  2  under  medical  attendance,  are  endeavoring  to  learn,  and  some 
of  them  are  making  proficiency.  Of  those  discharged  during  the  year  just  closed,  19 
could  not  read  when  they  entered  prison.  These,  with  one  exception,  had  learned  to 
read,  some  of  them  but  tolerably,  others  with  ease  and  accuracy.  The  Instructor  haa 
devoted  as  much  time  to  teaching,  reading,  writioff,  and  the  simple  rules  of  arithmetic, 
as  appeared  to  him  compatible  with  his  moral  and  ministerial  obligations  to  the  insti- 
tndon. 

NATH.  CALLENDEB,  Moral  Instructor. 

1844. — Inspectors'  Report. 

In  presenting  our  annual  report  to  the  Legislature,  we  again  congratulate  yon  apoB 
the  complete  success  attending  the  Pennsylvania  system  of  prison  discipline.  Fiercely 
attacked  as  it  has  been,  upon  the  gratuitous  assumption  that  it  partook  more  of  the 
barbarism  of  former  ages  than  the  mild  and  benevolent  usages  of  modem  Christendom, 
an  experience  of  twenty  years  has  proved  the  fallacy  of  these  phillipics,  and  illustrated 
its  benefits  and  tested  its  results. 

An  associate  system  of  labor  never  can  be  conducive  to  reformation.  The  novitiate 
never  can  be  improved  by  intercourse  with  the  hardened  convict ;  and  although  they 
may  both  be  watched  with  untiring  vigilance  by  discreet  overseers,  yet  the  practiced 
criminal  will  communicate  his  baneful  vices,  by  more  than  sympathetic  influence,  to  the 
tender  and  susceptible  mind  of  the  youtlil'ul  offender. 

It  is  true  that  under  the  separate  system,  the  criminal  has  no  communication  other 
than  that  which  he  enjoys  with  the  omcei*s  and  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary,  but  this 
very  seclusion  brings  his  mind  to  the  contemplation  of  his  former  misdeeds,  which  k 
the  first  step  towards  a  genuine  amendment  ot  life. 

We  can  cite  instances,  within  our  present  observation,  of  men  who  entered  this  pen- 
itentiary without  a  trade,  and  with  little  or  no  education,  who  are  now  moral  ana  re- 
spectable members  of  the  community  in  which  they  live,  pursuing  their  avocations  with 
an  ardor  and  industry  evincive  of  their  gratitude  to  this  public  beuefiiction. 

If,  in  the  present  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  the  State,  you  cannot  erect  and  endow 
an  asylum  tor  the  insane,  we   most  urge  upon  you  the  propriety  and  neceaaity  of 
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anthorizing  ns  to  establish,  within  the  prison  walls,  a  hospital  for  the  reception  of  th* 
limited  number  of  demented  convicts  which  may  unhappily  come  under  our  supervi- 
sion. The  occurrence  is  rare  that  they  become  so  after  they  enter  the  penitentiary ; 
but,  in  many  instances,  they  are  sent  here,  after  the  commission  of  crime,  because  there 
Ifi  no  other  barrier  to  protect  society  from  their  demoniac  depredations. 

There  is  a  convict  of  this  character  now  immured  in  one  of  our  cells,  for  such  is  the 
sentence  of  the  law.     He  came  here  in  this  lamentable  condition.     The  humane  treat- 
ment of  the  Warden,  and  the  medical  skill  of  the  Physican,  may  have  modified,  but 
cannot  cure  his  disease. 
We  strongly  commend  this  subject  to  the  early  attention  of  the  Legislature. 

JAMES  ANDERSON,  President      ^ 

WILSON  M»CANDLESS, 

WM.  LECKY,  \  Inspecton. 

J.  K.  MOORHEAD,  Treasurer, 

WM.  ROBINSON,  Jr.,  Secretary, 


1844. — Warden's  Report. 

On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1844,  we  had  in  confinement  148  inmatee— 143  males 
and  5  females.  We  have  received  60  within  the  year,  and  discharged  78 — 50  by  &e 
expiration  of  sentence,  i^I  by  the  pardon  of  the  Governor,  1  by  the  pardon  of  the  Pres- 
ident, and  6  by  death ;  leaving  in  confinement,  at  date,  130 — 122  males  and  8  females; 
showing  a  decrease  of  18  within  the  year. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  received  since  the  opening  of  the  prison,  July  31, 
1826,  to  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1845,  is  1,045.  Of  these,  854  were  white  xnales,  145 
oolonBd  males,  18  white  females,  and  28  colored  females. 

It  might  be  well  to  mention,  as  one  of  the  most  fiivorable  features  in  the  separate 
vpAjdm^  that  the  invention  of  cruel  modes  of  punishment,  so  much  dwelt  upon  in  other 
prisons,  is  not  necessair  in  this ;  the  main  government  of  the  prisoners  being  conducted 
more  by  firmness  and  kindness  than  by  harsh  and  cruel  treatment. 

A.  BECKHAM,  Warden. 


Rtctift: — Weaving,  $3,320  90;  shoemaking,  4,978  05;  oakimi  picking,  295  00; 
merchandize,  1,534  11 :  total,  $10,128  06. 

J>ukur9tnitjd: — Subsistence,  $9,475  07 ;  stock,  652  99 :  total,  $10,128  06. 

Number  received  from  each  County. — Allegheny,  47  ;  Armstrong,  1 ;  Bedford,  6 ; 
Beaver,  10 ;  Butler,  3 ;  Cambria,  2;  Crawford,  6;  Erie,  9  ;  Green,  1 ;  Huntingdon,  4; 
Mercer,  2;  Somerset,  2;  Venango,  1;  Washington,  9;  Westmoreland,  10;  Warren,  2; 
United  States,  3 :  Clarion,  3  ;  Fayette,  9 :  total,  130. 

16  were  married,  101  unmarried,  and  13  widows  and  widowers.  9  temperate,  11 
moderate,  and  110  intemperate. 

Age.'-From  10  to  20  years,  23 ;  20  to  30,  28 ;  30  to  40,  25 ;  40  to  50,  13 ;  50  to  60^ 
40;  60  to  70,  1. 

Co^.-' White  males,  110 ;  colored  males,  12;  colored  females,  8. 

Prernoua  Ocv^Mm.— Butcher,  1 ;  plasterer,  1 ;  brewer,  1 ;  silk  numufiu^turer,  1 ; 
eoc^,  5 ;  laborers,  47  ;  papermaker,  1 ;  blacksmiths,  5 ;  chambermaid,  1 ;  wagonen, 
3;  gentleman,  1 ;  coopers,  4;  tailors,  2;  clockmaker,  1;  coachmaker,  1:  waiters,  2; 
watchmaker,  1 ;  stage  drivers,  2  ;  house  servants,  5  ;  fisherman,  1 ;  chairmakers,  2 ; 
machinist.  1;  clerks,  2;  boatmen,  8;  engineer,  1;  driver  on  canal,  1;  bakers,  2; 
•tonecutters,  2  ;  shoemakers,  5 ;  housework,  3 ;  painters,  2  ;  doctor,  1 ;  carpenters,  4 ; 
cabinetmaker,  1 ;  skindresser,  1;  glovemaker,  1;  tobacconist,  1;  coal  aiggera,  2; 
moulders,  2 ;  idleness,  1 ;  farmer,  1. 

Place  of  NatioUy. — Pennsylvania,  61;   Germany,  4;   Ireland,  1 ;    New  York,  16; 


1 ;  Delaware,  1. 

Term  of  Sentence: — For  1  year,  10 ;  1  year  and  10  months,  1 ;  1  year  and  3  montiHt 
%\  1  year  and  6  months,  7 ;  2years,  24;  2  years  and  2  months,  1 ;  2  years  and  6  montiH, 
7  i  3  years,  24 ;  3  years  and  3  months,  1 ;  3  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  4  years,  12;  4 
years  and  6  months,  1 ;  6  years,  12 ;  6  years,  9 ;  7  yean,  4 ;  8  yean,  3 ;  8  yean  and 
•  muitha,  1 ;  9  yean,  2 ;  10  yean,  3 ;  12  year^  5. 
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1844.— Physician's  Rbport. 

The  following  embraces  the  namber  of  deaths,  namely,  paralysis,  1,  white,  aged  26* 
taarasmus,  1,  black,  ased  25 ;  Consumption^  1,  yellow,  aged  18;  bronchitis,  1,  white, 
aged  22 ;  scrofula,  2,  black,  aged  20  and  32. 

Two  of  these  were  seriously  affected  on  entering,  the  others  contracted  their  disease 
in  prison.  Since  the  1st  of  April,  although  various  diseases,  such  as  torpidity  of  liver, 
tnncons  and  bilious  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  pleurisy,  catarrhs,  etc.,  have  existed,  aU 

S 'elded,  without  much  difficulty  or  length  ot  time,  to  medicinal  agents,  except  3.  The 
■St  of  these  is  a  protracted  case  of  scrofulous  affection  of  the  skin,  latterly  disposed  to 
leave  that  position  and  concentrate  upon  the  lungs.  The  second  was  strongly  predis* 
posed  to  consumption  on  enterins,  and  since  then,  that  diseaase  has  assumed  a  settled 
character.     The  third  is  a  neuralgic  affection  of  stomach,  bowels,  and  testes. 

No.  1,009,  a  youth  naturally  of  weak  intellect,  has,  since  his  entrance,  continued 
without  much  variation  until  the  20th  inst.,  when  he  exhibited  strong  symptoms  of  in* 
sanity,  and  remains  thus,  though  more  calm  and  much  less  vicious.  With  the  exception 
of  these  four  cases,  and  five  or  six  others  slighdy  indisposed,  the  prison  is  now  in  good 
health. 


convinced  me  that  those  diseases,  though  they  appear,  do  not,  in  fact,  constitute  the 
majority.  So  far  as  deaths  are  concerned,  they  certainly  elceed ;  but  is  not  this  the 
fact  everywhere  1  How  seldom  do  we  6nd  diseased  lungs  or  scrofula  cured  ?  When 
we  take  into  account  the  variety  of  other  diseases  that  occur  among  the  prisoners, 
there  is  not  more  than  an  equal  ratio  of  these  affections  compared  with  out^ioor  cases. 

J.  H.  SMITH,  Physician* 

1844»— Moral  Instructor's  Report. 

Of  the  130  prisoners  now  in  this  penitentiary,  there  are  31  who  acknowledge  that 
Uiey  were  Sabbath^breakers  of  the  most  flagrant  character.  Their  career  of  vice  com- 
menced with  gambling  and  drinking  on  the  Sabbath.  A  large  majori^  of  all  the  prii> 
oners  admit  that  they  were  utterly  careless  of  the  Lord's  day.  and  were  habitoal 
drinkers,  and  most  of  them  drunkards.  Few  were  ever  members  of  any  Christian 
church ;  nine  ont  of  the  whole  number  profess  to  be  Roman  Catholics.  The  others 
profess  to  have  been  brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  various  Protestant  denominations. 

The  most  serious  objection  brought  against  the  system  of  separate  coufinement  by 
its  opponents,  is  laid  in  its  renuted  tendency  to  produce  insanity.  If  such,  indeed,  be 
its  tendency,  the  history  of  this  prison  presents  a  singular  exception  to  this  influence. 
Among  the  130  prisoners  now  incarcerated  within  its  walls,  there  is  but  a  single  case 
of  insanity,  and  thvi  one  is  supposed  to  have  been  slightly  deranged  at  the  time  of  his 
first  imprisonment  (  and  during  the  eight  years  it  has  been  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  present  Warden,  there  have  occurred  but  two  cases  of  mental  derange- 
ment.  It  is  passing  strange  that  here,  among  seven  or  eight  hundred  prisoners,  aod 
dnring  the  lon^  period  of  eight  years,  there  should  have  been  found  but  two  instanoet 
of  insanity,  if  the  native  tendency  of  solitary  conflnement  is  to  produce  it. 

It  is  likewise  worthy  of  observation,  as  one  of  the  excellences  of  the  solitary  system 
Qfrer  the  other,  and  one  of  its  great  protections  arainst  insanity,  that  under  it,  more  fa- 
cilities are  afforded  for  reformation.  There  is  far  more  time  for  reading,  and  more 
opportunities,  on  the  part  of  the  Moral  Instructor,  to  communicate  instruction  by  per> 
■onal  intercourse.  He  has  access  to  each  prisoner  at  any  hour  of  the  day,  and  for  any 
reasonable  time.  It  is  thus  that  a  desire  can  be  excited  and  cherished  in  the  minds  of 
the  prisoners  to  be  restored  again  to  respectability  among  men.  The  testimony  of 
Various  individuals,  who,  since  their  liberation,  have  conducted  themselves  with  be- 
coming propriety,  could  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the  salutary  tendencies  of  this  system 
over  the  other.  One,  who  had  suffered  imprisonment  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary,  declared 
that,  had  the  same  kind  and  considerate  treatment  bden  extended  to  him,  in  his  fint 
imprisonment,  which  he  received  here>  he  would  never  again  have  been  guilty  of  • 
violation  of  the  law. 

A.  W.  BLACK,  Moral  Instructor. 
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1845. — Inspector's  Report. 

Daring  the  last  5  years,  there  has  been  a  gradual  reduction  of  the  number  of  coD» 
vict«  in  tnis  prison,  of  about  4^  per  cent,  each  year.  Thus,  ou  the  Ist  of  January,  1842, 
there  were  in  courmement  IGl,  and  on  the  Ist  instant,  130,  making  ia  all  31,  an  aTeragv 
diminution  of  numbers  over  6  for  each  year. 

The  standard  for  alleviating  the  miseries  of  public  prisons,  and  the  first  organ 
ized  association  for  that  benevolent  object,  had  its  inception  in  this  State  as  eniriy 
as  1787.  Piior  to  that  period,  tlje  lofty  battlements  and  massive  walls,  and  iron  bolts 
and  bars  of  prisons,  were  constructed  merely  for  the  incarceration  of  the  bodies  of  oA 
fenders — to  keep  them  within  the  firm  grasp  of  the  law,  to  await  then*  trial ;  or,  on 
conviction,  suffer  its  penalties — and  what  were  the  penalties  then  inflicted  by  its  stem 
mandates  ?  The  revolting  and  public  exposure  of  the  pillory — the  yet  more  cruel 
practice  of  branding,  cropping,  chaining  to  the  wheel'barrow,  whipping,  confinement 
m  loathsome  dungeons  loaded  with  irons,  and  death,  were  the  ordinary  modes  of  vindi- 
cating the  majesty  of  offended  law.  Prisons  were  hideous  to  look  on  or  to  look  into ; 
their  very  atmosphere  was  corrupt,  pestilential,  infectious — morally  as  well  as  physi- 
cally, lu  that  dark  and  desolate  period,  these  our  fellow-mortals  were  in  a  measure  de- 
nied even  necessaries,  all  the  commonest  comforts  of  existence.  Their  food  and  rai- 
ment alike  meagre  and  squalid — without  useful  employment  or  place  of  comfortable 
rest — no  humane  and  healthful  supervision,  advice,  or  control — no  prayers^-no  Sabbath 
services — no  copy  o(  the  Holy  Scriptures — ^no  minister  of  the  gospel  or  moral  inBtroc- 
tor  to  administer  the  "  Word  of  fife"  to  their  wounded  and  immoital  being. 

JAMKS  ANDERSON,        ^ 
J.  K.  MOORHEAD, 
WILSON  M,CANDLESS,  }  Inspecton. 
WM.  LECKY, 
WM.  ROBINSON,  Jiu,     , 

1845. — Warden's  Report. 

In  tms  enlightened  and  Christian  age,  laws  are  passed  with  a  view  not  merely  to 
protect  society  from  farther  depredations,  and  punish  the  criminal  for  his  misdeeds  by 
confinement  within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  but  lisewise  for  the  higher,  better,  and  more 
Christian  end  of  reforming  and  improving  the  convict. 

In  all  well-reflated  institutions,  as  in  private  families,  it  is  necessary  at  all  times  to 
study  and  scrutuiize  with  great  care  the  character,  disposition,  and  temper  of  thoae 
whom  we  have  to  manage  and  control,  before  we  can  decide  upon  the  proper  mode  of 
treatment,  or  judiciously  select  the  means  adapted  to  produce  the  bes(  results. 

There  is  perhaps  no  situation  in  which  a  man's  character,  disposition,  temper,  and 
strength  of  mind,  can  be  so  advantageously  investigated,  as  in  a  separate  apartment 
An  intelligent  keeper  will  soon  discover  his  good  and  his  evil  qualities,  and  the  streujgdi 
or  weakness  of  his  intellect.  He  may  then  manage  him  accordinely.  On  few  pouti 
haye  the  community  been  more  mistaken  than  in  the  character  of  convicta,  who  are 
an  unfortunate,  uneducated,  and  ignorant  class  of  beings,  with  many  instances  of  low 
cunning,  and  few  of  intelligence.  You  will  occasionally  find  a  sprightly,  shrewd  one 
among  them,  but  his  education  neglected  and  hia  associations  and  habits  of  the  worrt 
kind. 

Among  them  are  many  that  are  not  proper  subjects  for  a  penitentiary.  In  some  of 
the  States  provision  is  made  for  such  persons,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  evinced  a  dispoai- 
tion  for  a  similar  provision  in  Pennsylvania.  She  has  heretofore  manifeated  a  humane 
regard  for  the  vicious,  while  the  claims  of  the  imbecile  and  the  lunatic  have  been  neg- 
lected. 

In  the  advantages  of  the  separate  system,  next  consider  the  evil  of  recognition,  with 
reference  to  its  effects  upon  prisoners  inclined  to  repent  and  lead  an  honest  life. 
Whether  a  man  really  repents  or  listens  to  the  admonitions  which  he  may  have  re- 
ceived,' this  evil  will  operate  upon  him  with  disastrous  influence.  In  the  social  •▼•- 
tem,  by  steady  perseverance  in  the  path  of  honesty,  he  may  succeed  in  eaining  toe 
character  of  a  useful  member  of  society,  but  he  will  live  in  con«tant  dread  of  having 
his  good  name  suddenly  forfeited  by  the  recognition  of  an  al>andoned  fellow-priaoner, 
who  may  be  tempted  to  expose  the  past  days  of  his  life,  of  which,  but  for  the  preTioat 
acquaintance  in  prison,  he  might  never  have  had  the  slightest  knowledge. 

Two  prisoners,  who  had  been  inmates  in  this  prison,  recently  met  at  the  home  of 
tile  Moral  Instructor,  to  get  friendly  counael  and  advice,  and  to  thank  him  for  kind* 
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nefges  shown  them  while  in  pnaon ;  and  while  in  waiting,  held  oonvenatioB  together, 
md  parted  withoat  the  alighteitt  knowledge  of  each  other. 

The  advantages,  however,  of  individual  separation,  are  not  merelj  of  a  preventive 
character.  It  not  only  prevents  corrupt  intercourse,  but  it  affords  to  the  prisoner  di- 
rect facilitien  for  reflectionp  and  seli'-iniprnvement.  In  the  retirement  of  his  .cell,  the 
prisoner  is  cut  of}*  from  the  menns  of  becoming  a  worse  man.  He  is  at  least  compelled 
to  ikink,  whether  innocent  or  guilty  of  the  offence  with  which  he  is  charged.  V/hat- 
ever  be  the  nature  of  hi^  previous  habits  and  character,  he  has  opportunities  of  pro- 
moting his  mond  and  religious  welfare,  which,  under  such  circumstances,  the  best  of 
men  would  do  well  to  imitate.  He  is  furnished  with  the  Scriptures;  be  is  provided 
with  books  suited  to  his  situation;  he  is  visited  by  the  Moral  Instructor;  he  has  the 
privilege  of  the  preached  gospel. 

Those  only  who  are  aware  of  the  mischievous  effects  of  acquaintanceship  formed  in 
the  social  system,  can  appreciate  the  evils  growing  out  of  such  a  system.  It  is  weU 
known  that  robberies  are  planned  during  couiiuement,  to  be  executea  on  the  liberation 
of  the  parties. 

All  this  the  Pennsylvania  system  avoids ;  and  whatever  discipline  is  necessary  to 
correct  and  subdue,  may  be  quietly  and  silently  imp(»ed.  The  anery  passions  are  not 
stirred  up,  nor  a  sense  of  personal  iieCTadation  forcend  upon  the  helpless  convict. 

It  is  pleasant  to  state  that  no  year  has  closed  since  I  have  had  charge  of  this  institn- 
tion,  that  so  little  reproof  or  punishment  has  been  n«;es8ary,  and  the  prisoners  enjoyed 
better  health  and  feelings.  •  « 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1845,  we  had  in  confinement,  130  inmates — 122  males,  and 
8  females.  We  have  received  70  within  the  year,  and  discharged  70:  42  by  expiration 
of  sentence,  23  by  pardons,  1  by  writ  of  error,  and  4  by  death — leaving  in  confine- 
ment, at  date,  130-— 126  males  and  4  females. 

A.  BECKHAM,  Waiden. 

1845. — Physician's  Report. 

In  the  report  of  the  prison  for  the  year  1843,  Dr.  Smith  states  that  from  January, 
1839.  to  January,  1844,  there  had  been  525  convicts  in  the  prison,  and  from  this  num- 
ber but  one  case  of  insanity  is  recorded.  During  the  year  of  my  attendance,  now  ter- 
minating, there  has  been  but  one  insane  convict,  mentioned  in  Dr.  Smith's  report  for 
1844,  and  the  record  of  his  admission,  and  previous  history,  prove  that,  although  he 
became  more  violent  and  frenzied  durjng  part  of  his  confinement  in  the  prison,  nis  in- 
sanity  was  anterior  to  the  period  of  his  admission. 

I  am  aware  that  the  report  of  the  Warden  of  the  Rhode  Island  State  Prison  is  calcu- 
latetl,  when  considered  by  itself,  to  establish  the  injurious  effects  of  the  "separate  sys- 
tem" upon  the  minds  of  ctmvicts.  He  states  that,  of  **  40  prisoners  committed  wlule 
the  strictly  solitary  system  was  in  operation,  10,  or  1-4  of  the  whole  number,  mani- 
fested decided  symptoms  of  derangement !"  and  exultingly  reports  that "  of  the  19 
committed  since  the  system  was  abandoned,  3  only  have  shown  inrmptoms  of  derange 
ment !"  or  nearly  1-6 !  Even  this  happy  result  of  the  change  of  systems,  from  1-4  to 
1-6,  can  be  contemplated  but  with  horror.  Now,  why  this  vast  difference  in  the  ex- 
perience of  Pennsylvania  and  Rhode  Island  7  Qf  525  convicts  in  the  Western  Peni- 
tentiary of  Pennsylvania,  1  only  "  manifested  symptoms  of  derangement,"  hot,  in 
'  Bhode'lsland,  10  out  of  40 ! 

Occasionally,  a  prisoner,  in  a  short  time  after  he  is  shut  up  in  his  ceil,  under  a  feel- 
ing of  loneliness  and  separation  from  the  world,  and  of  entire  dependence  upon  the  o^ 
ficers  of  the  prison,  is  disposed  to  yield  himself  up  to  a  nervous  and  excited  state  of 
apprehension.  He  cannot  tell  why  he  u  so,  but  he  feels  miserable — in  a  state  of  agita- 
tion and  dread.  Injudicious  management,  ill-timed  harshness,  or  apparent  want  of 
sympathy  with  or  interest  in  his  simation,  might  readily  urge  such  an  one  on  to  despe- 
ration and  madness ;  but  the  properly  quali^ed,  humane,  and  conscientious  Warden, 
understanding  his  condition,  appreciating  his  distress,  will  scarce  ever  fail,  by  juaicioai 
treatment,  to  calm  his  disturbed  mind,  encourage  his  sinking  spirit,  and  lead  him,  with 
comparative  contentment  and  cheerfulness  to  engage  in  his  allotted  task. 

My  monthly  reports  embrace  all  the  details  concerning  the  health  of  the  prisonen, 
and  a  brief  summary  of  them  will  serve  to  present  you  with  its  state  throughout  the 
year;  and  it  will,  I  think,  be  found  to  sustam  the  position,  that  prisoners  under  the 
**  separate  system"  may  enjoy  as  ^ood  health  as  under  any  other  system,  or  even,  ooii- 
adering  their  previous  habits  of  life,  as  the  community  at  large. 
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On  ibe  firtt  of  Jannaiy,  I  found  upon  the  sick  list : — In  an  advanoed  stage  of  palim^ 
nary  consumption,  1 ;  with  scnifaloas  tabercles  on  face,  back,  and  chest,  iud  diseased 
Inngs,  1 ;  supject  to  frequent  attacks  of  epilepsy  and  with  scrofulous  abscess,  1 ;  nea* 
nlgia,  ^th  chrouic  inflammation  of  stomach  and  bowels,  1 ;  paralysis  of  the  muscles 
of  one  eye,  1 ;  insane,  1. 

The  first-mentioned  will  again  be  referred  to  among  cases  which  terminated  fiitally. 
One  was  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  June  5th,  with  health  very  greatly  im^ 
proved.  One  is  siill  under  treatment ;  his  case  was  much  improved  for  several  ODontba, 
oat  his  health  again  is  finiling.  One  was  cured,  and  has  been  regularly  at  work  for 
months.  One  was  cured,  although  for  a  time  his  disease  increased.  One  was  much 
improved  when  discharged  by  Executive  clemency,  May  7th. 

During  the  year  66  prisoners  have  been  dificharged  by  expiration  of  sentence  or  par* 
don.  Of  this  number  61  were  in  good  health,  and  5  were  in  feeble  health — 3  of  the 
last  number  in  better  health  than  at  the  time  of  their  admission,  and  of  the  whole  num- 
ber, 13  were  in  improved  health. 

Seventy  prisoners  have  been  received  durins  the  year:  of  this  number,  41  were  in 
good  health,  and  17  in  impaired  health ;  and  of  12  in  apparent  good  health,  3  had  been 
subject  to  rheumatism,  2  bad  tendency  to  pleuritic  inflammation,  1  had  suffered  from 
repeated  attacks  of  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  and  6  were  descended  from  parenta 
who  had  died  of  pulmonary  consumption. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  for  1845,  was  200 :  of  this  number  4  have  died,  viz.  :— 

April  28.  1,  of  tubercular  consumptioa,  hereditary;  June  15,  1,  of  chronic  inflam* 
nation  of  liver  and  bowels;  June  22,  1,  of  tubercular  consumption,  hereditary;  June 
25,  1,  of  tubercular  consumption,  hereditary. 

On  admission,  2  were  recorded  as  in  good  health;  1  as  haying  cough,  and  pain  in 
side ;  1  as  having  lungs  diseased. 

At  the  time  of  death,  1  had  been  in  prison  2  years  4  months ;  I  do.  4  years  and  10 
months ;  1  do.  1  year  and  9  months;  1  do.  3  years. 

The  mortality  of  the  year  thus  appears  to  have  been  two  per  cent. 

Very  few  of  the  many  cases  prescribed  for  during  the  year,  require  special  notice. 
Most  of  them  were  of  simple  functional  disturbance,  and  chiefly  of  the  digestive  oi^ans. 
One  was  twice  attacked  with  severe  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs ;  and  although  his 
health,  for  many  weeks,  has  appeared  to  be  very  good,  he  will,  doubtless,  ultimately, 
sink  under  disease  of  the  lungs. 

One  is  in  feeble  health,  suffering  under  chronic  disease  of  lungs  and  liver.  One  was 
reduced  to  a  very  exhausted  state,  from  the  effects  of  a  large  abscess  of  the  thigfa:  liis 
health  is  entirely  restored. 

T.  F.  DALE,  Physician. 

1845. — Moral  Instructor's  Report. 

According  to  the  directions  given  me,  I  have  regularly  visited  all  the  prisoners  shut 
up  within  these  walls,  passing  from  cell  to  cell  in  daily  communication  with  them— 
teaching  the  ignorant  and  uneiducated  the  first  rudiments  of  learning. 

In  the  dejpartmont  of  common  school  instruction,  the  improvement  of  the  prisoners 
will  be  seen  in  the  following  statement  of  their  present  condition,  compared  with  what 
it  was  on  their  entrance  into  this  place :  Of  the  130  prisoners  now  suffering  imprison- 
ment here,  85  can  read,  write,  and  cipher ;  some  of  tnem  possess  a  remarkable  knowl- 
edge of  arithmetic ;  43  were  acquainted,  though  imperfectly,  with  these  branches  at 
the  time  of  their  imprisonment.  The  others  have  learned,  some  of  them  to  cipher  only, 
and  the  rest  all  the  branches  in  the  prison ;  42  can  read  and'^write  only,  most  of  whom 
have  learned  these  since  their  confinement.  There  are  10  who  can  read  only,  and  all 
of  these,  except  three,  have  learned  this  in  the  prison.  There  is  but  one  prisoner  una- 
ble to  read — he  is  an  old  man,  of  feeble  intellect,  who  has  almost  all  his  life  been  a 
drunkard.  He  is  indisposed  to  make  an  effort  at  learning ;  he  has,  however,  been  but 
a  short  time  in  prison,  and  he  may  be  able  to  learn  when  the  bewildering  novelty  of 
solitude  has  worn  off*. 

Of  the  70  received  during  the  past  year,  5  were  unable  to  read ;  4  of  these  have 
learned  to  read,  though  imperfectly ;  the  other  is  the  old  man  referred  to  above. 

The  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  these  unfortunate  and  criminal  beings,  has 
occupied,  as  its  immense  importance  deserves,  a  large  share  of  attention.  I  have  uni- 
fbrmly  endeavored  to  preach  the  gospel  to  them  m  the  simple  and  plain  luignage 
^propria te  to  a  prison-house. 

In  connection  with  this  spiritual  teaching,  I  haye  labored  to  impress  upon  the  mind 
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of  Mch  ooDvict,  that  his  reitoration  to  a  name  and  place  in  ■ociety  k  a  very  potable 
event,  and  is  depeudent,  under  God,  upon  his  future  conduct. 

Eli^hteeu  of  these  prisoners  profess  that  they  have  been  converted  to  God.    Tbay 

S've  impmving  e%ndence  of  reformation  and  of  deep  repentance.     Yet.  dissimulation  in 
is,  as  m  cases  of  insanity,  is  hard  to  be  distiuguisned  from  reality.     I  take  their  pro- 
fetsions,  therefore,  with  great  caution. 

The  prisoners  carefully  and  uniformly  read  the  Bible.  The  books  in  the  library,  which 
now  numbers  over  300  volumes,  are  a  source  of  great  delight  and  improvement  to  them. 

The  inquiry  as  to  what  the  inducements  were  which  led  these  unhappy  beings  into 
the  commission  of  crime,  is  one  of  grave  and  deep  interest ;  and  wherever  there  is 
good  ground  to  believe  in  the  sincerity  of  the  answers  to  such  inquiry^  it  will  afford  a 
naeful  lesson  on  the  subject  of  human  depravity.  Of  the  70  incarcerated  during  tha 
year,  31  trace  their  criminality  to  drunkenness.  Larcenies  and  burglaries  were  com- 
mitted under  the  mad  excitement  of  intoxicating  drink  ;  two  of  these  murdered  their 
-^ves  when  the  demoniac  frenzy  of  dninkenness  had  possession  of  them.  One  case 
of  arson  had  its  origin,  as  the  criminal  affirms,  in  a  desire  to  revenge  the  cause  of  a 
brother  believed  to  be  unjustly  convicted.  In  regard  to  larcenies  where  the  guilt  if 
admitted  and  dmnkenness  is  denied,  thev  had  their  origin,  as  they  say,  either  in  love 
of  money  or  indisposition  to  labor,  or,  when  associated  with  burglary,  from  hatred  to 
society  and  a  determination  to  prey  upon  it. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  of  the  number  received  the  last  year,  27  freely  ooih 
feas  that  they  were,  from  their  youth,  habitual  Sabbath-breakers,  many  of  them  children 
of  Sabbath-breakers,  and  in  most  cases  gamblers  on  the  Sabbath. 

There  is,  besides  all  this,  another  source,  from  which  the  rejpetition  of  crime  &«- 
qaently  arises — that  is,  the  ill-advised  termination  of  sentences  m  the  winter  seaeoo. 
Prisoners  are  often  sent  forth  on  the  coldest  days  of  winter,  with  but  little  money,  a 
small  amount  of  moral  restraint,  and  unable,  from  long  confinement  in  a  warm  cell,  to 
endure  the  severities  of  the  season.  They  feel  themselves  compelled  by  necessity  to 
resort  to  their  old  practices. 

In  regard  to  the  character  of  those  discharged  during  the  past  year,  I  may  state,  that 
all  could  read,  except  one  who  refused  to  learn — many  of  them  were  excellent  schol- 
ars in  the  ordinary  branches  of  an  English  education,  and  almost  all  of  them  expressed 
a  firm  determination  to  lead  in  future  an  upright  life.  One  of  them  told  me,  the  day 
before  his  discharge,  that  ho  valued  fhe  learning  he  had  received  here  above  all  price. 
Many  others  have  made  similar  expressions.  One  man  was,  since  his  enlargement,  an 
inmate  of  my  own  house  for  a  period  of  five  months,  and  during  that  time  behaved  with 
the  strictest  propriety  and  honesty.  Another  has  called  upon  me,  within  a  few  days,  to 
express  his  gratitude  for  instruction  and  kindness  received  in  prison,  giving  me  the  in- 
formation, at  the  same  time,  that  he  is  now  in  a  profitable  and  honest  ousiness,  and,  as 
a  token  of  his  sincerity,  made  a  donation  of  valuable  books  to  the  libranr  of  the  prison. 
Thus  showing  that  many  who  have  left  this  prison,  are  now  wiser  and  oetter  men. 

The  effect  of  separate  confinement  upon  the  minds  of  prisoners,  is  no  more  injurious, 
ander  proper  regulation,  than  that  of  other  modes  of  punishment.  Give  to  an  inmate 
of  a  solitary  cell,  work,  instruction,  and  edifying  books — let  him  feel  that  there  are  men 
who  care  for  him — let  him  hear  the  gospel  preached,  and  feel  its  consolations  in  daily 
visitations — keep  away  from  him  cruel  and  harsh  treatment— and  what  is  there  to  make 
him  insane  7  In  this  prison  there  are  no  lunatics,  because  there  is  no  encouragement 
given  to  assume  the  character  of  insanity,  and  no  treatment  to  drive  unfortunate  beinjgs 
mto  it.  Weak-minded  ignorant  men  may  become  deranged  anywhere,  or  may  be 
driven  into  it  by  improper  treatment  in  any  prison ;  still,  there  is  nothing  in  separate 
confinement  that  tends  to  induce  insanity. 

It  is  deserving  of  obser>'ation,  too,  that  solitary  confinement  is  better  calculated  than 
any  other  system,  to  bring  out  and  cherish  the  charities  and  sympathies  of  our  nature. 
He  that  dwells  by  himselt;  thinks  more  of  his  home  and  its  early  associations,  than  he 
oonld  do  in  the  bustle  of  a  crowded  workshop.  Here  he  loves  to  talk  of  parents,  and 
brothers,  and  sisters.  As  an  evidence  of  this  cood  result  flowing  from  it,  One  inmate, 
who  had  been  away  from  home  without  thougnt  for  a  year  before  his  imprisonment, 
left  his  cell  with  a  firm  determination  to  return  to  his  father*s  house. 

A.  M.  BLACK,  Moral  Itutructor, 

184$. — Treasurer's  Report. 

Reeeipi$.—VijQce\yeA.  of  Bedford  county,  $397  35 ;  of  State  treasory,  5,000 ;  ibr  goods 
sold,  16,570  86 :  total,  $21,878  21. 

49 
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ExpeniUuru,'^PM  for  gabtiitence  and  materialf  for  manafoetariiig,  |15,1S6  f  1 ; 
MlariM  of  officeri,  7,894  50:  total,  $23,020  71. 

J.  K.  MOORHEAD, 


Reeeiptt.-^VfeAv'm^,  $2,203  17 ;  shoemaking.  5,392  89  ;  oakum  picking,  147  63  ; 
merchandize,  1,924  46 :  total.  $9,668  15. 

DisburMements.— To  subsiBtence,  $9,187  10 ;  to  stock,  481  05 :  total,  $9,668  15. 

Number  received  from  each  County.— Allegheny,  60 ;  Armstrong,  2 ;  Bedford,  6 ; 
Beaver,  10;  Bnller,  2;  Cambria,  1;  Clarion,  1;  Erie,  13;  Fayette,  3;  Oreen,  1;  Hun- 
tingdon, 2  ;  Jefferson,  2 ;  Mercer,  3 ;  Venango,  1 ;  Washington,  3 ;  WeatmoreUnd,  9; 
Warren.  1 ;  Potter,  1 ;  Crawford,  6;  Indiana,  1 ;  United  States,  2:  total,  130. 

Sex. — Males,  126 ;  females,  4. 

Color. — White  males,  109;  colored  males,  4;  colored  females,  17. 

Relations. — Married,  78  ;  unmarried,  47  ;  widows  and  widowers,  5. 

ffa&»/<.— Temperate,  1 1 ;  moderate,  1 1 ;  intemperate,  108. 

Occupation. — Cooks,  7  ;  miners,  2 ;  laborers,  55 ;  distiller,  1 ;  blarktmiths,  2 ;  wac- 
oners,  2 ;  boatmen,  5 ;  coopers,  3 ;  Shoemakers,  4 ;  toolmaker,  1 ;  plasterer,  1 ;  ooaco- 
maker,  1 ;  carpenters,  5 ;  chairmaker,  1 ;  brewer,  1 ;  cabinetmaker,  1 ;  engineer,  1 ; 
•tage  drivers,  3  ;  sailors,  2 ;  painters,  2 ;  batcher,  1 ;  tailors,  3 ;  housework,  2 ;  iii»- 
obmist,  1 ;  Farmers,  6  ;  moulder,  1 ;  brickmoulder,  1 ;  bakers,  2 ;  nail  cutter,  1 ; 
forgeman,  1 ;  house  servants,  2  ;  nurse,  1 ;  pilot,  1 ;  whipmaker,  1 ;  schoolboy,  1 ; 
■tonecutters,  2;  shinglemaker,  1 ;  barber,  1 ;  doctor  1. 

Age».-^?Tom  10  to  20.  13 ;  20  to  30.  66 ;   30  to  40,  29 ;  40  to  50,  18 ;  50  to  60,  4. 

PiaecM  of  Nativity. — Penusjlvania,  62;  New  York,  19;  Maryland,  4;  Ireland*  11; 
France,  1 ;  Vermont,  2 ;  Virginia,  6 ;  Canada,  1 ;  Germany,  3 ;  Spain,  1 ;  England,  5 ; 
New  Hampshire,  1 :  New  Jersey,  1 ;  Ohio,  3 ;  Kentucky,  2  ;  Maine,  1 ;  Maaaachnaetts, 
1 ;  Connecticut.  1 ;  Alabama,  1 ;  Arkansas,  1 ;  Rhode  Island,  1 ;  Georgia,  1. 

Term  of  Sentences. — For  1  year,  13 ;  1  year  and  2  months,  1 ;  1  year  and  3  montba,  3; 
1  year  and  6  months,  10 ;  1  year  and  10  months,  1 ;  2  years,  24  ;  2  years  and  2  months, 
1 ;  2  years  and  6  months,  5 ;  3  years,  25  ;  3  years  and  3  months,  1 ;  4  years,  9 ;  5  years, 
10 ;  5  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  6  years,  8 ;  7  years,  3 ;  8  years,  3 ;  8  years and6  monthly 
1 ;  9  years,  1 ;  10  years,  3  ;  18  years,  1 ;  20  years,  1 ;  12  years,  1. 

Crrnttfj.— Arson,  9 ;  murder,  3;  murder,  secoyd  decree,  5 ;  larceny,  70;  atealingU. 
States*  mail,  1 ;  forgery,  5 ;  burglary,  10 ;  horse  steaGng,  7;  burglary  and  horse  ate^ 
ing,  1 ;  conspiracy,  1 ;  larceny  and  horse  stealing,  4 ;  passing  counterfeit  coin,  2 ;  for- 
y  and  larceny,  1 ;  passins  counterfeit  money,  2 ;  larceny  and  arson,  1 ;  coanterfei(> 
the  U.  States  coin.  1 ;  maxing  and  passing  counterfeit  money,  1 ;  malicioua  miacfaieC 
ing  a  mare,  1 ;  bigamy,  2 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 ;  asaanlt  and  battery  with  ia- 
teot  to  kill,  1 ;  rubbery,  1. 

Becommitted  seoona  time,  14 ;  recommitted  third  time,  1. 

1 846 . — Inspectors'  Report. 

With  pride  and  satisfaction  we  refer  to  Uie  details  of  the  oflScers  presiding  over  dM 
different  departments  of  this  establishment,  which  exhibit  a  degree  of  health,  refonaa- 
tion,  and  discipline,  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  any  prison. 

The  superiority  of  the  Separate  system  is  no  longer  a  theory — it  is  a  fixed  foct,  tested 
and  strengthened  by  ample  experience.     That  wnich  has  been  the  theme  of  a  kia^ 
and  vexed  controversy,  has  become,  in  the  judgment  of  the  enlightened  and  humaiM^ 
an  undeniable  truth  ;  and  the  wisdom  ^hat  projected,  adopted,  and  perfected  the 
hai  its  fruition  in  the  restoration  to  society  of  lost  and  prodigal  members,  and  in  t 
spontaneous  blessings  of  the  converted.    Religion  and  humanity  demanded  a  revolnt* 
in  the  treatment  of  the  wicked  and  unfortunate.     To  punish  alone,  is  a  sentiment 
tributablo  to  the  dark  ages.    To  reform  and  not  to  crush  the  **  braised  reed/*  is 
emanation  of  Christian  charity.     That  same  benevolence  which  animated  the  heart 
regulated  the  actions  of  the  benign  Founder  of  Pennsylvania,  and  which  he  | 
npon  the  public  institutions  of  the  State,  is  illustrated  in  the  legislation  of  your 
cessors  uixui  a  subject  so  vital  to  the  maintenance  of  a  proper  system  of  municipal 
my.     The  high  prerogative  of  punishment  is  exercised  with  a  delicacy  that  becoi 
erring  man.  and  the  portals  of  tne  prison  are  no  longer  the  entrance  to  barbwoos 
ment  and  vicious  associations.     The  convict  is  unknown  to  his  fellow-convict.     ^ 
to  his  keeper,  his  name  is  an  oblivion,  and  apon  the  expbation  of  his  aentenoe, 
aHioQ  is  impossible,  even  by  those  who  have  labored  for  yean  in  an 
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When  tbe  Rtern  mandate  of  the  law  is  obeyed,  and  the  ends  of  iniblic  jufltioe 
rered,  the  captive  goes  free,  without  the  mark  of  Cain  upon  bim,  and  if  purged  of 
bia  yicen,  he  can  mingle  in  the  busy  throng  of  life,  exempt  from  the  badge  of  dugnuse 
which  would  otherwise,  from  exposure,  attnch  to  his  person. 

Unlike  the  congregate  f^ystem,  hie  intercourae  it  $pUh  (he  good  and  not  with  the  bad; 
and  his  oyeraeer,  in  place  of  bein^  an  object  of  distrust  and  suspicion,  is  his  friend,  who 
binds  his  broken  spirit,  and  adramisters  to  him  the  consolations  of  our  holy  religion. 
Instead  of  addressing  his' fears  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  lash  and  the  bayonet, 
his  lelf-respect,  the  latent  principle  of  his  manhood,  is  appealed  to,  and  his  better  judg- 
ment is  called  into  activity  by  well-timed  and  wholesome  admonition,  accompanied  bj 
inflexible  firmness.  The  administratiou  of  the  Separate  system  is  one  of  love,  forbear- 
ance, sympathy  with  the  afilicted,  brotherly  kindness,  and  charity  ;  and  we  are  happy 
to  state  that  much  of  our  success  in  this  institution  is  owing  to  a  fortunate  and  discrim- 
inating selection  of  officers  possessing  these  qualities. 

JAMES  ANDERSON, 

J.  K.  MOORHEAD, 

WILSON  M'CANDLESS        >  Inspectort. 

WILLIAM  LECKY, 

WM.  ROBINSON,  Jr., 


1846. — Warden's  Report. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1846,  we  had  in  confinement  130  inmates — 126  males  and 
4  females.  We  have  received  60  within  the  year,  and  discharged  64 — 43  by  expira- 
tion of  sentence,  15  by  pardon,  and  6  by  death  ;  leaving  in  confinement  at  this  date 
126,  namely,  121  males  and  5  females;  and  manifesting,  by  their  deportment,  as  cheer- 
fid  and  contented  submission  to  the  necessary  discipline  of  the  prison,  as  could  possibly 
be  expected  or  even  desired. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  received  since  the  opening  of  the  prison,  on  July  1, 
1826.  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1847,  is  1,175 — 962  white  males  and  20  females,  and 
160  colored  males  and  33  females.  A.  BECKHAM,  Warden. 

OeeupeUion. — Cooks,  3 ;  miner,  1 ;  laborers,  46 ;  distiller,  1 ;  blacksmiths,  6 ;  wag- 
oner, 1 ;  boatmen,  10 ;  coopers,  2 ;  shoemakers,  2 ;  merchants,  2 ;  salesman,  1 ;  wo<m- 
carder,  1 ;  carpenters,  4 ;  weavers  2 ;  brewer,  1 ;  stonemason,  1 ;  seamstress,  1 ;  en- 
gineer, 1  *,  stage  driver,  2 ;  sailor,  1 ;  painters,  3 ;  washerwoman,  1 ;  tailors,  4 ;  honse- 
work,  2 ;  macninist,  1 ;  farmers,  5  ;  moulder,  1 ;  brickmoulder,  2 ;  bakers,  3 ;  nailcutter, 
1 ;  fbrgeman,  1 ;  house  servants,  2 ;  circus  rider,  1 :  nurses,  2 ;  pilot,  1 ;  pedler,  1 ; 
derk,  1;  stonecutters,  2;  shinglemaker,  1 ;  barber,  1 ;  idleness.  1 ;  tinner,  1. 

Age.—From  10  to  20,  12 ;  20  to  30,  62 ;  30  to  40,  29 ;  40  to  50,  18 ;  50  to  60,  4 ; 
60  to  70,  1. 

Number  received  during  the  foilowingyearM.—lSZe,  10;  1827,29;  1828,48:  1829, 
43;  1830,39;  1831.  44;  1832,37;  1833,68;  1834,48;  183.5,68;  1836,53;  1837, 
45;  1838,56;  1839,84;  1840,79;  1841,90;  1842,69;  1843,70;  1844,60;  1845, 
70;  1846,60:  total,  1,175. 

Number  discharged  during  the  foUowin^  years. — 1826,  0 ;  1827,  6  time  expired,  2 
pardoned,  5  escaped;  1828;  15  time  expired,  4  pardoned,  2  died.  5  escaped;  1829, 
17  time  expired,  8  pardoned,  1  recommitted ;  1830,  31  time  expired,  2  pardoned,  3 
died,  1  escaped;  1831,  33  time  expired,  6  pardoned,  1  died:  1832,  13  time  expired, 
"10  pardoned,  2  died,  1  escaped,  1  recomnutted ;  1833,  32  time  expired,  16  parooned, 
3  died,  1  escaped;  1834,  46  time  expired,  15  pardoned, 2  died,  1  escaped,  1  recom. 
mitted ;  1835.  29  time  expired,  5  pardoned,  4  died,  1  recommitted ;  1836,  58  time  ex- 
pired, 2  pardoned,  4  died,  2  escaped,  2  recommitted;  1837,  51  time  expired,  1  par- 
doned ;  1838,  42  time  expired.  9  pardoned,  2  died ;  1839,  42  time  expired,  12  pardoned, 
2  died,  1  committed  suicide;  1840.  54  time  expired,  19  perdonea,  1  died;  1841,54 
time  expired.  7  pardoned,  7  died ;  1842,  46  time  expired,  16  pardoned,  5  died ;  1843, 
63  time  expired,  6  died,  16  pardoned  ;  1844,  50  time  expired,  22  pardoned,  6  died ; 
1845,  42  tune  expired,  23  pardtoned,  4  died,  1  writ  of  error ;  1846,  43  timq  expired,  15 
pardoned,  6  died:  total,  1,049. 

Number  received  since  the  admissum  ofjirst  wrisaner,  July  1,  1826. — White  malflty 
962  ;  white  females,  20;  colored  males,  160;  colored  females,  33 :  total,  1,175.^ 

Bound  and  served  time  oat,  28 ;  wero  nerer  bound,  98.  Bacommittod  tod  thno^  4* 
TCOQoiaitted  3id  time,  3. 
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Plaee  of  Ao/tni/y.— Pennsylyania,  52 ;  New  York,  22 ;  Maryland,  5 ;  Ireland,  13 ; 
Vermont,  1 ;  Virginia,  7 ;  Canada,  1 ;  Germany,  6 ;  England,  5 ;  New  Jersey,  2 ;  Obio, 
3 ;  Kentucky,  2 ;  Maine,  1 ;  Massachosetts,  2 :  Connecticnt,  1 ;  Alabania,  1 ;  Rboda 
Idand,  1 ;  Georgia,  1. 

Term  of  Sentences.  —For  6  months,  2 ;  8  months,  1 ;  1  year,  18 ;  1  year  and  6  montiba, 
16 ;  2  years,  27  ;  2  years  and  6  months,  2 ;  3  years,  22  ;  3  years  and  3  months,  1 ;  3 
years  and  4  months,  1 ;  3  years  and  6  months,  2 ;  4  years,  8 ;  5  years,  9 ;  5  years  and 
6  months,  1 ;  6  years,  6 ;  8  years,  2 ;  8  years  and  6  months,.  1 ;  9  years,  1 ;  10  years, 
1 ;  12  years,  3 ;  18  years,  1 ;  20  yeai-s,  1. 

Crimes. — Arson,  5  ;  murder,  4 ;  murder,  2nd  degree,  3 ;  larceny,  60 ;  forgery,  4 ; 
barglary,  1 1  *,  horse  stealing,  8 ;  burglary  and  horse  stealing,  1  ;  conspiracy,  7  ;  larceny 
and  horse  stealing,  4;  passing  counterfeit  coin,  1:  forgery  and  larceny,  1;  passing 
counterfeit  money,  1 ;  larceny  and  arson,  1  ;  counterfeiting  the  U.  8.  coin,  2 ;  malicioiis 
mischief,  killing  gray  mare,  1 ;  bigamy,  I ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 ;  assault  and  bat- 
tery, with  intent  to  kill,  2;  robbery,  4 ;  rape,  3  ;  ravish,  1. 

Receipts. — Weaving,  $2,403  94  ;  shoemaJcing,  4,975  09  ;  merchandize,  396  13  :  totals 
$7,775  16. 

l>t>6ttr«emen^.— Subsistence,  $7,322  91 ;  stock,  452  25  :  total,  $7,775  16. 

1846. — Physician's  Report, 

Much  less  sickness  has  preyaQed  than  during  the  former  year.  This  is  gratifying, 
and  presents  continued  evidence  that  the  Separate  system  of  imprisonment,  as  here  ad- 
ministered, is  not  injurious  to  the  physical  or  mental  health  ot  convicts.  In  my  last 
annual  re}X)rt  I  stated  this  conviction  of  my  mind,  after  one  year's  observation  and  eoL- 
nerience,  and  now  unreservedly  declare  that  that  opinion  is  fully  sustained  and  ooo- 
nrmed.  It  can  be  no  longer  necessary  to  go  over  the  ar^ments  drawn,  a  priori,  from 
die  circumstances  which  surround  the  prisoner,  to  show  tne  probabilitv,  the  reasonable 
belief  and  expectation,  that  health  would  not  be  injured ;  the  reports  from  this,  as  wall 
as  from  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  of  this  State,  establish  the  fact  of  this  erystem  of  im- 
prisonment being  consistent  with  as  good  a  state  of  health  as  is  ordinarily  einoyed  in 
the  workshops  of  artisans,  when  proper  allowance  is  made  for  the  previous  lives  and 
habits  of  those  who  fill  onr  prisons.  It  would  seem  indeed  that  assent  to  the  tnithfal- 
ness  of  this  fact,  can  only  be  withheld  by  that  discourtesy  which  would  attribute  mis- 
representation of  facts  and  statistics,  or  that  partisan  prejudice  which  is  determined  to 
view  the  subject  only  through  its  own  jaunaiced  medium — it  concludes,  before  suffi- 
cient examination,  that  thin^  cannot  be  so,  and  therefore  refuses  to  look  at  and  weigh 
the  evidence  that  they  are  so. 

During  the  year  but  few  cases  of  disease  of  acute  character  have  occurred  that  were 
either  severe  or  of  long  duration.  With  the  exception  of  the  cases  which  terminated 
&tally,  and  to  which  particular  reference  will  be  made  hereafter,  most  of  those  for 
which  I  was  called  upon  to  prescribe,  were  very  slight  functional  disturbances,  yielding 
readily  to  mild  treatment,  and  seldom  requiring  a  cessation  from  ordinary  occupation 
beyond  a  day  or  two. 

No  case  of  insanity  has  developed  itself  during  the  year,  unless  we  consider  sacfa. 
those  of  three  prisoners  who  occasionally  labor  under  mental  hallucination,  that  seldom 
unfits  them  for  their  accustomed  labor ;  and  their  condition  in  this  respect  has  not  been 
asgravated  since  their  confinement,  beyond  what  it  was  previous  to  that  period.  One 
of  these  prisoners  is  the  one  mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report,  as  having  been  re- 
leased by  executive  clemency,  and  has  since  been  recommitted  to  prison. 

There  have  been  six  deaths  during  the  year,  being  two  more  than  in  the  previous 
year.  There  were  130  convicts  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  60  have  beeu 
received  during  the  year,  making  190. 

No.  973,  white  male,  died  .January  26.     He  had  been  in  feeble  health  during  the 
whole  of  his  imprisonment,  and  suffered  severely  from  tubercular  disease  of  lungs  be- 
fore his  admission.     Tubercles  existed  in  both  iiings,  but  his  death  was  more  h 
diately  caused  by  pneuma-thorax.     lie  had  been  in  confinement  two  years  and 
months. 

No.  796,  white  male,  died  February  21,  1846,  of  laryngeal  phthisis.     He  had 
repstered,  on  admission,  as  in  good  health,  bat  had  several  scars  on  his  chest,  which 
said  were  the  cicatrices  of  issues  which  had  been  made  to  relieve  a  severe  cough.    H< 
had  beeu  in  prison  four  years  and  nine  months.      One  great  exciting  cause  of  bi 
disease  was,  violent  efforts  to  cou^h,  made  voluntarily  whenever  he  supi>osed  any  oi 
within  hearing,  hoping  to  establish  for  himself  the  character  of  an  invalia,  and  thus  e; 
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^te  flympathy,  and  pouibly-  obtain  pardon.  He  was  frequently  watched  whole  ni^ts, 
tmlinowo  to  him,  and  found  to  sleep  withont  once  coaghiue ;  but  by  perseverance  he 
mcceeded  in  prodacing  irritation  and  inflammation  that  coald  not  be  arrested. 

No.  944,  white  male,  died  March  25,  of  chronic  inflammation  of  stomach  and  bowela. 
He  was  registered,  on  admission,  as  in  good  health.  He  had  been  in  confinement  two 
jears  and  nine  months.     He  had  been  of  very  intemperate  habits. 

No.  874,  white  male,  died  May  25  He  was  59  years  of  age,  habits  very  intemper- 
srte,  and  constitution  broken  down  before  admission  into  prison.  He  had  been  suffer* 
iog  from  abdominal  dropsy  for  more  than  two  years.  He  gradually  wasted  away  un- 
der chronic  inflammation  uf  stomach  and  bowels,  afler  a  confinement  of  four  years. 

No.  1,021,  white  male,  died  July  22,  of  pulmonary  consumption.  He  was  recorded, 
on  admission,  as  in  feeble  health.  His  digestive  organs  acted  very  imperfectly  doriog 
all  his  imprisonment.  He  had  labored  under  disease  of  stomach  and  bowels  before 
admission.     He  had  been  in  prison  nearly  two  years. 

No.  1,030,  black  male,  died  of  pulmonary  conitumption,  September  8;  health  feeble 
on  admission ;  had  been  in  prison  one  year  and  ten  months. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  six  male  prisoners,  five  white  and  one  black,  have  died ; 
and  although  there  have  been  two  more  deaths  than  durins  the  previous  year,  yet  there 
has  been  a  greater  degree  of  general  good  health.  As  evidence  of  the  state  of  general 
health,  I  would  state  that  altnough  there  are  many  who  bear  about  them  chronic  ail- 
ments, which,  either  during  their  confinement,  or  uter  their  liberation,  will  be  devel- 
oped in  severe  and  fatal  forms,  yet,  with  the  exception  of  No.  1,075,  suffering  from  effects 
of  injuries  received  before  admission,  and  No.  1,169,  recently  admitted,  (within  a  month,) 
■offering  frcjm  consumption  in  an  advanced  stage,  there  is  not,  nor  has  there  been  for 
■ome  weeks,  a  single  convict  unable  to  perform  his  usual  labor — and  but  a  veiy  few 
requiring  any  modification  of  the  ordinary  rations  of  the  prison.  This  fiict  is  worth 
more  than  a  volume  of  speculative  arguments  upon  the  influence  of  the  Separate  ^stem 
of  imprisonment  upon  the  health  of  convicts. 

T.  F.  DALE,  Physician. 

1846. — Moral  Instructor's  Report. 

The  present  condition  of  the  prison  is  a  fair  sample  of  what  its  general  religions  char- 
acter has  been  throughout  the  year.  Of  the  126  convicts  now  suffering  imprisonment, 
44  give  encouraging  evidence  of  being  men  of  prayer :  their  conduct  is  imiformly  con- 
sistent with  their  profession.  They  read  the  Holy  Bible  with  sedulous  care,  ana  their 
behavior  is  such  as  secures  for  them  the  approbation  of  the  Warden  and  other  oflBcers. 

The  library  connected  with  the  prison  has  not  been  much  increased  during  the  past 
year.  Its  volumes,  however,  are  read  with  attention  and  great  profit.  I  doubt  not, 
bat  that  when  the  benevolent  shall  see  how  much  good  can  be  done  to  the  commnni^ 
and  to  the  unfortunate  convict,  by  contributions  to  this  important  auxiliary  in  tbeir 
reformation,  it  will  receive  more  liberal  support. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year,  like  that  of  the  preceding  one,  shows  with  entire 
conclusiveness,  that  the  confinement  of  prisoners  in  separate  cells  does  not  tend  to  pro- 
duce mental  derangement.  No  prisoner  has  become  insane  in  this  prison — none  have 
eren  developed  the  premonitory  symptoms  of  such  a  disease.  And  why  should  in- 
aanity  be  deemed  a  necessary  accompaniment  of  separate  confinement.  That  separation 
is  only  from  the  vicious,  and  they  that  are  thus  separated,  labor  indeed  alone,  but  are 
nerer  overworked. 

A.  W.  BLACK,  Moral  Instmctor. 

EASTERN  PENITENTIARY. 
1845. — ^Inspectors'  Report. 

One  hundred  and  forty-three  prisoners  have  been  received  from  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
nary,  1845,  to  the  first  of  January,  1846 ;  being  five  more  than  were  received  daring 
the  preceding  year. 

Of  the  143  received,  109  were  white  males;  6  white  males;  22  colored  males;  and 

6  colored  females.  

Within  the  past  year,  139  prisoners  have  been  discharged,  being  4  less  than  were 
TOceived  during  the  same  period.  Of  these,  91  served  out  their  sentences,  32  were  par- 
doned, 15  died,  and  1  by  writ  of  habeas  curpos. 
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Of  thoM  diBchang^ed  by  expiration  of  Rentence,  65  were  whita  malet ;  3  white 
females;  21  colorea  males ;  2  colored  females.  By  pardon,  29  white  malet;  1  wbite 
female;  2  color^  males;  no  colored  females.  By  death,  3  white  males;  no  white 
females;  10  colored  males;  2  colored  females. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1846,  there  were  in  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  344 
prisoners:  of  these,  234  were  white  males;  11  white  females;  87  colored  noales;  IS 
colored  females. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement  during  the  year  was  483 :  of  tfaeee^ 
357  were  white,  and  136  colored ;  showing  a  per  centum  of  mortality  of  eiehty-«ix 
hundredths  of  one  per  cent.,  as  to  the  whites ;  and  eight  and  eighty-two  nundreaths  per 
cent*  as  to  the  coloi  ed  prisoners. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  were  14  fewer  prisoners  in  confinement  daring  tiia 
year  ending  1st  of  January,  1846,  than  during  the  year  ending  1st  of  January,  1845 ; 
although  during  the  year  1843,  five  more  prisoners  were  received  than  in  the  yearpre- 
vioas.  This  increase  of  five  is  attributable  to  the  feet,  that  more  prisoners  were 
brought  into  the  penitentiary  from  the  various  counties  during  the  month  of  December, 
than  during  the  same  period  in  1844. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  last  year  was  fifteen,  two  more  than  in  1841.  This 
increase  comes  from  the  colored  prisouerK,  while  the  mortality  among  the  whiles  is 
fifty  per  cent  less  in  1845  than  in  1844.  In  1844  there  were  7  deaths  among  the 
colored  prisoners ;  and  last  year  among  the  same  class  of  prisoners  the  mortality  was 
12,  notwithstanding  there  were  17  fewer  colored  prisoners  in  1845  than  in  1844. 

This  increase  in  the  mortality  of  the  colored  prisoners  is  found  in  the  fact,  that  those 
prisoners  who  came  from  the  county  of  Philadelphia  (and  from  this  count]^  the  greater 
number  are  sent)  are  so  constitutionally  diseased,  as,  under  any  and  all  circumstances, 
to  be  short-lived  from  their  character  and  habits.  They  die  of  constitutional  and 
chronic  affections  which  are  general  amouj^  their  color,  owing  to  the  privatioiis 
they  undergo,  and  the  want  of  proper  attention  in  infancy,  and  their  pecuuar  mode 
of  Uvins.  It  is  well  known  that  tho  portion  of  the  cr)lored  populatiou,  in  which 
criminals  are  found,  reside  in  the  purlieus  of  the  city  and  districts,  in  the  moat  confined 
locations,  living  from  their  birth  upoti  scanty  and  improper  food ;  indulgins  in  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits,  sufierin?  from  evils  not  necessary  here  to  refer  to,  subjected  to  a 
prejudice  which  bids  defiance  to  any  successful  attempt  to  improve  their  physical  or 
moral  condition,  and  thus,  from  youth  to  manhood,  sowing  the  seeds  of  disease  in  their 
constitutions,  and  at  last  become  inmates  of  a  prison,  for  crimes  for  which,  in  some  de- 
gree at  least,  they  are  obnoxious  to  no  censure. 

There  appears  to  be  still  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  solitude  of  the  prisoners  coo- 
fined  in  this  and  similar  institutions.  The  system  is  called  the  solitary  system,  by 
some  who  have  written  against  it,  and  who  have  portrayed  their  objections  m  glowing 
colors.  It  is  not  a  solitary  system ;  and  therefore,  such  objections,  and  whatever  de- 
ductions have  been  made  therefrom,  are  groundless. 

The  prisoners  are  separated  from  eacn  other  at  all  times.  They  never  see  one  an- 
other. From  tho  moment  they  come  into  prison,  they  are  separated  and  alone,  only 
as  regards  their  fellow-prisoners.  The  system  is  properly  called  therefore  the  teparaU 
system. 

In  this  penitentiary,  the  prisoners  are  visited  by  the  overseers,  frequcndy  during  the 
day,  and  whenever  a  prisoner  desires  to  see  them — by  the  warden — the  physician—* 
the  moral  instructor,  and  the  schoolmaster:  the  inspectors,  clergymen,  of  whatever 
religious  denomination  the  prisoner  may  prefer  by  the  judges  of  the  courts,  and  the 
sheriffs  and  commissioners  of  the  several  counties,  from  which  prisoners  are  sent  to  the 
prison ;  the  members  of  tho  Legislature,  and  also  by  the  acting  committee  "  of  the  So- 
ciety for  Alleviating  tho  Miseries  of  Public  Prisons ;"  and  by  officers  of  prisons,  or 
niembers  of  prison  societies,  of  other  States,  who  are  interested  in  the  subject  of  prison 
discipline. 

The  Grand  Incjuests  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  are,  from  time  to  time,  invited  to 
visit  the  penitentiary  and  the  prisoners. 

Intercourse  with  the  prisoners  is  constant  and  beneficial,  and  their  solitude  e;  " 
only  in  the  ima^nation  of  those  who  prefer  to  condenm,  before  they  understand, 
system  of  penitentiary  punishment 

Names  often  have  the  importance  of  things ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
ignorant  or  dishonest  application  of  the  term  solitary  to  the  system  pursued  in  F 
sylvania,  is  a  strong  reason  for  the  opposition  which  it  has  encountered. 

The  separate  sjrstem  has  but  one  essential  condition ;  the  absolute  separation  of 
prisoners  from  intercourse  of  any  kind  with  each  other. 
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Aa  nawly  m  can  be  ascertained,  with  a  well-founded  confidence  in  its  accfoncj,  it 
appears,  that  of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  received,  but  85  are  second  oonvictiont; 
*t£at  is  to  say,  of  the  number  of  2,059  prisoners,  but  85,  who  having  been  a  first  tims 
oonTicied  lor  crime  and  sent  to  a  prison  on  the  system  of  separate  confinement  with 
labor,  are  a  second  time  convicted  to  imprisonment  in  this  penitentiary,  and  who  have 
been  in  uo  prison  on  the  aggregate  system. 

Of  this  number,  2,059,  there  are  111  who  havo  been  twice  convicted  to  the  separate 
system,  but  who  have  also  been  convicted  to  other  prisons  on  the  aggregate  system. 

Bat  4  prisoners  of  the  2,059  are  third  convictions  to  the*  separate  system — ^nerer 
baring  been  convicted  toiany  other  prison. 

There  never  has  been  a  prisoner  received  in  this  penitentiary  a  fonrth  time,  who 
hid  been  convicted  and  sent  to  a  prison  on  the  separate  system  on  his  three  former 
oonvictions,  and  had  never  been  in  any  prison  on  the  aggregate  system. 

Out  of  the  number  of  1,916  prisoners — the  total  received  in  this  prison  up  to  Janu- 
ary 1*  1845 — there  were  third  convictions  of  those  who  are  here  for  the  first  time,  bat 
have  been  twice  before  in  other  prisons,  104  ;  fourth  convictions,  the  first  three  having 
been  to  other  prisons,  52 ;  fifth  convictions,  the  first  four  having  been  to  other  prisons, 
18 ;  sixth  convictions,  the  former  five  having  been  to  other  prisons,  15 ;  seventh  con- 
victious,  the  former  six  having  been  to  other  piisous,  1 ;  ninth  convictions,  the  former 
eight  having  been  to  other  prisons,  2. 

The  boani  have  adopted,  under  the  advice  of  the  physician,  all  necessary  means 
within  their  power  to  prevent  disease.  The  clothing  and  the  diet  and  exercise,  to- 
gether with  the  continued  use  of  the  bathing  apparatus,  by  which  the  prisoners  obtain 
all  the  advantages  from  warm  baths  regularly  given  to  them,  are  all  suited  to  improve 
and  secure  the  general  health  of  the  institution.  These  means  are,  however,  inade- 
quate to  renovate  ruined  constitutions,  or  to  prevent  tlie  fatal  termination  of  chronic 
and  incurable  maladies. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  in  this  prison,  from  1842  to  1845  inclusive,  the  state 
of  health  on  admission  to  prison  was  as  follows,  namely : — Epileptic,  3 ;   £itally  dis- 

laed,  25 ;  imperfect  health,  7  ;  good  health,  13 :  total,  48. 

During  the  last  year,  of  the  15  fatal  cases  which  have  occurred,  10  wero  fatally  dis- 

laed  on  admission,  and  of  the  deaths,  12  occurred  among  the  colored  prisoners.  It 
would  appear  that  the  mortality  in  the  community  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia may  be  stated  thus :  the  mortality  among  the  colored  population  is  about  5  per 
Cttit.,  and  among  the  white  population  about  1  43-100.  So  tnat  the  great  dispropor- 
tion between  the  mortality  in  tne  two  classes  of  the  population,  must  be  ascnbed  to 
constitutional  predisposition  to  chronic  or  incurable  maladies,  or,  such  as  arise  from 
the  want  of  proper  care  and  attention  at  their  early  stages,  and  which  results  more  fii- 
tally  among  the  colored  than  the  white  people. 

A  library  of  useful  books  was  established  during  the  year  1844,  by  one  of  the  Board 
of  Insi^ectors,  which  now  contains  1,600  volumes,  and  the  prisoners  thus  have  an  op- 
portunity of  mental  improvement  not  exceeded  in  any  similar  institution. 

Within  the  last  year  there  have  been  131  prisoners  under  instruction,  of  this  number 
50  have  been  taught  to  read ;  10  reading  and  and  arithmetic  ;  and  65  riding,  writing, 
and  arithmetic. 

Prisoners  who  on  reception  were  unable  to  read  or  write,  have  within  the  year  been 
enabled  to  address  letters  to  their  families,  and  the  iov  they  express  in  them,  at  their 
prison-acquirements,  cannot  fail  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  benevolent  and  wise. 

Instruction  in  rudimental  branches  of  education,  in  trades,  and  in  morals,  is  simulta- 
neously given  to  the  prisoners  in  this  institution,  and  if  such  a  system,  which  begins  by 
freeing  them  from  ba!d  examples,  and  the  contaminating  influence  of  associations  with 
others,  as  bad,  or  worse  than  themselves,  can  either  injure  the  prisoner,  or  be  detri- 
mental in  its  efiects  upon  society,  it  must  operate  contrary  to  all  the  known  rules  of 
eaose  and  effect. 

The  Inspectors  say,  **  But  it  is  gratifying  to  advert  to  one  fact,  which  may  not  pre- 
sent itself  to  your  notice,  that  during  the  last  5  years  there  has  been  a  gradual  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  of  convicts  in  this  prison,  of  about  44^  per  cent,  each  year,"  and  far^ 
&er,  that  they  "  have  repeatedly  given  their  testimony  in  behalf  of  the  Hgnal  advan- 
tages of  the  Pennsylvania  system  over  all  others,  not  only  as  regards  the  unhappy  sub- 
jects of  its  discipline,  but  as  relates  to  the  great  cause  of  humanity  at  lai^e.'* 

If  reform  is  to  be  effected  in  a  person  who  is  being  punished  for  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  God,  and  his  fellow-men,  it  can  only  be  be^un  and  accomplished  by  operating 
on  his  self-respect, — by  teaching  him  that,  though  lor  the  time  he  may  be  regarded  as 
an  exile  firom  the  virtaous,  yet  it  is  within  his  own  power  to  regain  his  lost  positiaB. 
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!•  regret  their  oonditioQ  from  a  recollection  of  their  parents,  their  famiKaa,  dmir 
Ibrmer  honest  walking  amoug  men  ;  aud  while  they  feel  satisfied  that  they  are  jtMtly 
dealt  with  for  their  crimes,  regret  their  cdmmission.  With  such  individuals,  it  would 
not  be  Qufniitfal  of  good,  to  address  proper  excitement  to  their  self-respect — by  explain- 
ing to  them  that  their  situatiuu  exposes  them  to  no  contaminating  examples,  or  iiiiuriom 
precepts ;  that  they  are  exempt  from  all  connection  with  any  who  would  retara  their 
exertions  for  improvement,  aud  that  they  are  secured  from  the  blighting  comtequenoea 
of  a  felon's  name  among  felon  associates.  ■ 

There  are  others  whuse  fgnoruuce  may  have  caused  their  ignominy.  When  theae  are 
tanght  that  education  improves  and  ennobles  the  man — iA  theCneans  of  giving  them 
honest  employment — ados  to  iheir  respectability  and  usefulness — and  at  the  same  time, 
offers  them  the  opportuiiity  to  learn ;  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  with  their  deaire 
to  acquire  knowledge,  comes  a  desire  to  be  honest  men. 

To  whatever  class,  therefore,  a  prisoner  may  belung-— of  whatever  sort  may  be  hia 
disposition,  he  cannot  be  injured  by  his  separate  confinement  under  the  discipline  of  the 
Pennsylvania  system.  If  he  receives  no  benefit  while  in  separate  confinement,  he  is 
made  no  worse.  MATTHEW  L.  BEVAN,  Prendent. 

1846. — Warden's  Report. 

The  problem  has  been  solved  conclusively  by  the  experience  of  nearly  five  years 
that  (in  the  separate  system)  discipline  cun  be  maintained  without  recourse  to  panish> 
ments  by  whicl^  the  fecliu^^s  ol'  tlio  public  are  harrowed  up,  the  sufferer  debastea,  hard> 
ened,  and  rendered  a  dau^^orous  member  of  society  when  again  restored  to  it. 

The  punishments  hiHicled  from  January  1,  1845,  to  September  30,  1845,  were  as 
follows : — 

Darkened  cell,  1  day,  1 ;  2  days,  9  ;  3  days,  12  ;  4  days,  7 ;  5  days,  6  ;  6  days,  3; 
7  days,  9 ;  in  all.  47  puuisbmeuis  on  the  persons  of  43  prisoners.  Average  number  of 
prisoners,  316. 

During  the  !»ame  (leriod,  say  the  last  five  years,  compared  with  the  preceding  five, 
the  mortality  of  the  prisoners  has  been  reduced  fifteen  52-100  (ler  cent.,  namely: — 

Average  number  of  prisoners  during  the  5  years  immediately  preceding  my  warden- 
ihip,  viz.,  from  January  1,  183G,  to  December  31,  1840,  iuclusive,  1,974 :  died  doting 
that  period,  89,  being  equal  to  4.51  per  cent. 

Average  number  of  prisoners  during  the  5  yc^rs  last  past,  viz.,  from  January  1, 1841, 
to  December  31,  1845.  inclut^ive,  1,702:  deaths  during  that  period  65,  being  eqoal  to 
3.81  per  cent.     Reduction  in  the  mortulity,  15.52  per  cent. 

During  the  same  period,  compared  with  the  same  preceding  time,  a  reduction  to  the 
State  and  counties  in  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  instimtion  has  been  made  to  the 
amount  of  thirty -six  thousand  and  eight  99-100  dollars ;  but  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  the 
price  of  provisions  was  less  during  the  latter  than  ilie  former  period,  and  the  compen 
aation  for  labor  reduced  in  a  much  graatcr  ratio. 

GEORGE  THOMPSON,  Waiden. 

Subnet enee. — Amount  expended  for  subsistence,  from  Jannazy  Ist,  to  December 
Slst,  1845,  $18,529  84. 

Profit  and  loss,  $12,705  50  ;  balance,  $5,824  34. 

Product  of  different  departments  being — by  weaving,  $6,535  16 ;  cordwaining, 
4,241  68;  carpenteiing,  431  51;  blacksmithing,  353  93;  picking  wool  and  oakom, 
etc.,  797  28;  tailoring,  211;  tinsmilhing,  47  31:  total,  $12,705  50. 

Total  number  of  pnsoners  received  since  the  admission  of  the  first  prisoner,  October 
25th,  1829^2,059.  Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  1,321 ;  do.  by  pardon,  213; 
died,  173:  escaped,  1 ;  hanged,  f crime,  murder  on  the  high  seas,)  1;  suicide,  (1  in 
1832,  and  1  in  1838),  2 ;  removed  to  house  of  refuge,  1 ;  writ  of  error,  1 ;  sentence 
changed,  1 ;  habeas  coi7)us,  1  :  total,  1,715.  Leaving,  December  31,  1845,  344,  viz., 
white  males,  234  ;  white  females  1 1 ;  colored  males,  87  ;  colored  females,  12. 

Age9.—\h\der  20  years  of  age,  246  ;  20  to  30,  1,036 ;  30  to  40,  454 ;  40  to  50,  313; 
50  to  60,  77 ;  GO  to  70.  26  ;  70  to  80,  7. 

Education. — Read  and  write,  1,031 ;  read  only,  483;  conld  not  read  or  write,  545. 

HabiU—Drwok  to  intoxication,  1,286 ;  moderate  drinkers,  435 ;  sober,  328  ;  unoer- 
tain,  10. 

Co^ar.— White  males,  1 ,325 ;  white  females,  42 ;  colored  males,  618;  white  femalea,7l. 
J2«^UMW.— Unmarried,  1,251;  married,  680;  widows  and  widowers,  120; 
rated,  8» 
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Ortme*. — ^Larceny,  1059 ;  Inirgkrj,  252;  bone  stealing,  145 ;  forgery,  81 ;  robbery, 
M ;  manslaiishter,  53 ;  paasiug  coaaterfeit  money,  71 ;  selling  coanteifeit  money,  3 ; 
iilony,  1 ;  snboraation  of  penary,  2 ;  unnatural  crime,  4 ;  concealing  the  death  of  a 
bastard  child,  1 ;  riot,  1 ;  murder  in  second  degree,  53  ;  rape,  23  ;  arson,  24 ;  franda- 
lent  insolvency,  1 ;  horse  stealing  and  forgery,  1 ;  engraving  a  bank-note  plate,  1 ;  con- 
spiracy to  break  prison,  2 ;  attempt  to  rob  and  burglary,  3 ;  poisoning,  1 ;  stealing  a 
letter  from  the  mail,  3 ;  murder  on  the  high  seas,  1 ;  misdemeanor,  8 ;  attempt  to  poi- 
■on,  1 ,  arson  and  larceny,  1 ;  assault  and  battery,  5 ;  horse  stealing  and  larceny,  20; 
peijury,  10;  sending  a  challenge  to  fisht,  etc.,  1 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  14 ;  stealing 
the  mail,  1 ;  assault  and  battery  with  mtent  to  kill,  37 ;  assault  and  battery  with  intent 
to  commit  rape,  24  ;  opening  and  embezzling  the  mail,  1 ;  assault  and  battery  with  in- 
tent to  produce  abortion,  1 ;  robbing  U.  8.  mail,  1 ;  malicious  mischief,  5 ;  larceny  and 
breaking  prison,  2 ;  bieamy,  9 ;  cheating  by  false  pretences.  2 ;  attempt  at  burglary, 
1 ;  conspiracy  to  defraud.  2  ;  riot  and  assault  and  battery,  etc.,  16 ;  disorderly  and  bawdy 
boQses,  3 ;  putting  obstructions  on  railroad,  2 ;  conspiracy,  22 ;  counterfeiting.  2 ;  smne- 
gling,  1 ;  accessary  to  buniing  bridges,  2  ;  burglary  and  larceny,  26 ;  obtamine  goods 
by  mlse  pretences,  2 ;  making  a  revolt,  1 ;  assault  with  intent  to  rob,  1 ;  fonucation, 
bastardy,  etc.,  2. 

Bound  and  served  till  21  years  of  age,  336 ;  bound  and  left  their  masters  before  21, 
417  ;  never  bound,  1,306. 

Place  of  Nativity. — Pennsylvania,  072;  New  Jersey,  141;  Delaware,  125;  New 
York.  144;  Maryland.  147;  Connecticut,  36 ;  Virginia,  32;  Massachusetts,  22 ;  South 
Carolina,  7  ;  North  Carolina,  2  ;  Ohio,  6 ;  T^nneMoe,  1 ;  Kentucky,  2  ;  Rhode  Island, 
6 ;  Vermont,  4 ;  Maine,  4 ;  New  Hampshire,  6 ;  Mississippi,  2 ;  Louisiana.  2 ;  Alabama, 
1;  District  of  Columbia,  13  ;  Indiana,!;  Ireland,  170;  England,  63;  Scotland,  12  ; 
France,  13  ;  Germany,  84 ;  Holland,  3 ;  Switzerland,  1 ;  Netherlands,  1 ;  Denmark,  3 ; 
Sweden,  2;  Italy,  1 ;  Belgium,  2  ;  Canada,  6 ;  West  Indies,  11 ;  Africa,  1 ;  Spain,  1 ; 
Soath  America,  1 ;  JPoland,  3 ;  Russia,  1 ;  Turkey,  1 ;  Nova  Scotia,  1 ;  Prussia,  1 ; 
imknown,  1. 

Number  of  Convictions. — First  convictions  to  this  or  any  other  prison  so  far  ■■ 
known,  1,470 ;  second  convictions  under  the  separate  system,  85 ;  second  convictiona 
to  this  penitentiary  of  those  who  had  been  in  other  prisons  previous  to  their  first  recep- 
tion here.  111;  second  convictions  of  those  who  are  here  for  the  first  time,  but  have 
been  once  before  in  some  other  prison,  170 ;  third  convictions  under  the  separate  sys- 
tem, 4 ;  third  convictions  to  this  penitentiary  of  those  who  had  been  in  other  prisons 
previous  to  their  first  reception  here,  18 ;  tmrd  convictions  of  those  who  are  here  for 
the  first  time,  but  have  been  twice  before  in  other  prisons,  112 ;  fourth  convictions  to 
this  penitentiary,  a  man  who  was  an  old  convict  previous  to  his  first  reception  here,  1 ; 
fourth  convictions,  the  former  three  having  been  to  other  prisons,  52  ;  fifin  convictions, 
the  former  four  having  been  to  other  prisons,  18 ;  sixth  convictions,  the  former  five 
having  been  to  other  prisons,  15 ;  seventh  convictions,  the  former  six  having  been  to 
other  prisons,  1 ;  ninth  convictions,  the  former  eight  having  been  to  other  prisons,  2. 

THOMAS  8CATTERG00D,  Warden. 

1846, — Physician's  Report. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  such  as  to  justify  the  belief  that,  physically  and 
mentally,  it  has  been  eoual  to  that  of  any  similar  institution  in  the  country.  It  is  troo 
dut  the  per  centage  of  deaths  has  been  somewhat  sreater  than  in  any  of  the  three  pre- 
ceding years ;  but  physicians  connected  with  kindred  establishments  are  aware  how 
often  a  large  mortality  from  chronic  maladies  is  compatible  with  a  high  state  of  the 
general  health.  Indeed,  during  the  year,  sickness  may  be  literally  said  to  have  been 
confined  to  the  prisoners  who  died,  and  to  those  still  under  treatment  in  the  infirmary ; 
as  a  large  majonty  of  the  other  cases  prescribed  for  were  so  trivial  in  their  nature,  as 
hardly  to  merit  the  name  of  disease. 

A  very  sensible  diminution  of  acute  disease  has  taken  place  within  the  last  few  yeart, 
due  to  the  intelligence  of  the  late  warden. 

The  irresistible  conviction  forced  on  me,  from  an  experience  of  eighteen  months,  it^ 
that  separate  confinement  unth  labor,  etc.,  as  adopted  in  this  institution,  is  not  prejudicial 
to  the  mental  health  of  its  inmates.  It  certainly  cannot  be  denied  that  a  larger  ratio 
of  insanity  has  appeared  within  the  year  than  the  very  imperfect  statistics  of  this  sub- 
ject give  for  the  ecneral  population ;  but  the  question  as  to  which  produces  a  greater 
or  less  amount  of  that  disease,  I  have  never  considered  as  resting  between  equtU  num- 
bers of  the  conmiimity  and  the  inmates  of  a  penal  inttitation,  bat  aa  entirely  between 
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the  rival  ■^rstems  of  Auburn  and  Penniylvania.    For,  to  expect  from  an  anombly  of 
prMoncra,  no  maUer  whal  tkeform  of  diteipUne  to  which  they  art  tubjceled,  tha  lai 
proportional  amount  of  mental  health  as  is  enjoyed  in  society,  is  in  a  degree,  to  pat 
a  par,  as  predisposing  to  insanity,  drunkenness  and  sobriety,  auxietv  and  content, 
morse  and  the  consciousness  of  a  well-spent  life — in  a  word — vice  and  virtue. 

In  estimating  the  relative  health  of  the  human  mind  in  prisons  and  in  the  community, 
we  must  ever  bear  in  mind  the  intimate  connection  of  its  moral  and  intellectual  depart- 
ments— their  mutual  dependence  on  the  same  material  instrument — the  brain — for  their 
ever-varying  manifestations,  and  in  doing  so  we  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  per- 
version of  the  one  may  often  lead  to  dii>ease  of  the  other,  and  consequently,  that  in  all 
J  orisons  where  the  majority  of  the  inmates  are  subjects  of  moral  turpitude,  we  must  look 
or  a  corresponding  development  of  intellectual  hallucination.  In  pursuing  this  invee- 
tigation,  we  should  remember  that  moral  insanity,  as  a  distinct  disease,  is  now  well 
known  and  acknowledged  to  exist,  and  that  under  the  name  of  crime,  it  may,  and  in- 
deed oflen  does,  introduce  the  unfortunate  individual  to  the  discipline  of  a  penitentiary, 
where,  soon  or  late,  intellectual  disturbance  may  supervene ;  but  which,  perhaps,  tbe 
same  time  only  was  required  to  have  developed  in  society.  Another  truth  also  most 
never  be  lost  sight  of  in  drawing  conclusions  on  this  subject — the  possibility  of  what  is 
commonly  known  as  intellectual  insanity  having  existed  at  the  time,  and  perhaps  ao^ 
gested  the  commission  of  the  offence. 

That  all  prisoners  are  not  hardened  and  insensible  to  the  shame  and  degradation  inci- 
dent to  a  public  trial,  or  afterwards  free  from  remorse,  either  for  the  crime  itself  or  for 
having  brought  disgrace  on  a  hitherto  spodess  family,  I  think  cannot  be  denied ;  most 
then,  shame,  disgrace,  anxiety,  and  remorse,  all  acknowledged  to  be  fruitful  soaroet 
of  insanity  in  society,  go  for  naught  in  estimating  its  development  in  prisons  ?  Must 
every  other  influence  be  lost  sight  of  save  the  name  of  isolation  1 

The  intellect  of  a  m^ority  of  the  criminals  is  manifestly  defective,  not  indeed  to  sim^ 
a  degree  as  to  constitute  idiocy  or  imbecility,  as  commonly  understood,  but  a  shade  of 
imperfection  that  weakens  its  control  over  the  passions,  thereby  leaving  them  at  com- 
parative liberty  to  follow  their  own  evil  suggestions.  In  minds  so  constituted,  it  is 
hardly  to  be  expected  that  the  proper  means  of  preser>'ing  health  would  be  attended 
to,  or  that  disgusting  practices  would  be  refrained  from,  indulgence  in  which  is  weU 
known  to  produce  insanity,  even  under  circumstances  most  favorable  for  its  prevention. 

In  what  manner  certain  periods  of  life  and  celibacy  predispose  to  insanity  it  is  not 
necessary  here  to  inquire ;  but  certain  it  is,  the  recoros  of  hospitals  for  the  insane  show 
that  a  large  majority  of  their  inmates  are  unmarried,  and  between  the  ages  of  twenty 
and  forty  years,  exactly  the  case  with  criminals.  Impaired  bodily  health  is,  we  know, 
a  frequent  source  of  insanity ;  and  syphilis  and  the  abuse  of  mercury  are  considered  by 
many  eminent  physicians  as  having  a  special  tendency  to  produce  that  disease. 

They  have  paid,  but  little  attention  to  the  predisposing  causes  of  insanity,  who  have 
not  observed  the  influence  of  neglected,  or  rather  {>erverted  moral  training  in  early 
youth.  Neglect  of  moral  discipline  gives  to  the  passions  and  emotions  of  our  nature  ao 
undue  ascendency,  allowiuff  capricious  and  violent  tempers  to  be  formed,  on  which  the 
exciting  causes  of  mental  aemngement  have  a  tenfold  greater  influence  than  on  indi- 
viduals whose  feelings  and  desires  act  under  the  guidance  of  an  enlightened  moral 
culture. 

No  labors  in  this  field  of  observation  can  be  considered  anything  but  imperfect  which 
overlook  the  hereditary  transmission  of  insanity,  or  the  existence  of  other  cerebral  dis- 
eases that  predispose  to  it.  Epilepsy,  it  is  well  known,  is  frequently  accompanied  by 
mania,  or  else  produces,  by  insensible  degrees,  the  complete  obliteration  of  the  mino. 
That  the  children  of  epileptic  parents  are  also  more  liable  to  attacks  of  insanity  thaa 
those  more  fortunate  in  their  parentage,  I  am  entirely  convinced. 

In  my  report  for  the  last  six  months  of  1844, 1  stated  that  during  m^  residence,  20.20 
per  cent,  of  all  the  prisoners  received  were  liable  to  insanity  by  hereditary  transmission 
three  others  were  the  children  of  epileptic  parents,  and  three  were  themselves  the  sub- 
jects of  that  disease.     The  same  inquiries,  continued  during  the  past  year,  give  similar' 
results ;  thus  5  are  epileptic,  3  the  children  of  epileptic  parents,  3  have  Drothers  of 
sisters,  and  3  uncles  or  aunts  subjects  of  that  disease ;  while  2G.  or  18.18  per  cent,  of 
all  prisonei-s  received  during  the  year  have  insane  relatives  bearins  the  following  de^ 
grees  of  consanguinity:    parents,  7  ;  grandparents,  2  ;   brothers  and  sisters,  6  ;  uncled 
and  aunts,  7 ;  cousins,  4.      Of  course,  for  these  statements  I  have  been  obliged  to  tik9 
the  testimony  of  the  prisoners  themselves ;  but  large  as  the  proportion  may  appear,  I 
am,  nevertheless,  satisfied  that  it  is  under  the  actual  amount 

Indepeudent  of  the  many  whose  minds  I  connder  more  or  le«  defectiye,  13  JiifV 
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been  receirad  dacidedlj  innae;  more  than  one  of  them  to  obviously  to,  Ibtt  their 
jiidges  were  fully  aware  of  it ;  bat  from  the  want  of  an  hospital  for  the  insane  poor,  a 
due  regard  for  the  protection  of  nocietj  obliged  them  to  be  tent  to  ns. 

Should  these  statements  respecting  the  actual  existence  of  insanity  in  9.09  per  cent 
c»f  prisoners  on  reception,  and  the  liaoility  of  many  others  to  become  so  by  hereditary 
transmission,  etc.,  be  corroborated  by  other  observers,  they  will  present  rather  startling 
&cts  in  criminal  annals — facts  which  many  may  consider  more  curious  than  instructive, 
bnt  which,  I  would  with  deference  say,  are  deserving  of  the  earnest  study  and  attention 
of  the  moral  reformer,  the  jurist,  and  the  philanthropist,  as  illustrating  the  connection 
of  inmnity  and  crime,  and  teaching,  that  oheu  while  we  consider  ourselves  protecting 
die  disnity  of  T>utraged  law,  we  may  be  inflicting  torture,  nay  even  death,  on  an  irre- 
sponsible fellow-being. 

The  number  of  cases  of  insanity  that  have  been  developed  within  the  past  year,  are 
8,  all  males,  4  between  20  and  30,  and  4  between  30  and  40.  6  were  white  and  2 
colored,  between  20  and  30  The  health  of  4  on  admission  was  good,  2  imperfect,  1 
beadache,  1  epileptic.  2  were  in  prison  ten  months,  1  eleven,  1  twelve,  I  fourteen, 
1  twenty,  1  twenty-one,  and  1  twenty-nine  months,  before  admission  to  hospital.  2 
of  them  had  mothers  insane,  1  an  uncle,  1  gave  no  satisfactory  information,  and  4  ap- 
peared to  have  had  no  hereditary  or  other  tendency  to  insanity  on  admission.  6  of 
them  were  monomaniacs,  1  melancholy,  and  1  partial  mania.  Of  these,  3  were  dia* 
charged  as  unimproved,  2  cured,  1  improved,  1  much  improved,  and  1  uncertain. 

We  have,  out  of  the  8  cases  of  insanity,  3  in  whom  there  was  a  strong  hereditary  ten- 
dency to  the  disease,  1  who  had  been  frequently  insane  before  imprisonment,  ana  1  an 
enileptic,  leaving  only  3  who,  we  can  suppose,  had  no  undue  predisposition  to  mental 
disorder. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  my  belief,  that  several  of  the  cases  I  have  just  recorded 
would  have  escaped  detection  among  prisoners  workius  in  a  gang,  or,  if  detected, 
would  not  have  been  considered  insanity  by  the  officer  m  charee,  as  their  hallndna- 
tions  were  of  such  a  character  as  hardly,  if  at  all,  to  interfere  wim  the  performance  of 
their  daily  task. 

That  among  a  given  number  of  German  and  American  prisonen  confined  in  this  in- 
stitution, a  larger  ratio  of  insanity,  ecBleri*  paribntf  would  become  developed  among 
the  former,  I  would  expect  to  be  the  case;  but  were  the  circumstances  reversed — the 
prison  in  Germany,  the  officera,  legal  visiton,  etc.,  Grermans — I  feel  confident  the  con- 
verse would  be  the  result ;  and  u  is  easy  to  underetand  why  it  should  be  so :  the 
American  prisoner,  unable  to  converse  in  German,  and  the  Uerman  prisoner  in  En- 
glish, would  be  subjected  to  most  of  the  horrors  of  complete  solitude,  instead  of  the 
wholesome  restraint  of  separation  from  vicious  companions,  and  restricted  intercourse 
with  intelligent  and  upright  men.  In  addition  to  the  influences  common  to  all  civilized 
nations,  the  immigrant  has  othen  peculiar  to  himself— the  irrepressible  longinjipi  after 
the  country  of  his  birth,  separation  from  kindred  and  friends,  the  funily  misfortnnea 
that  may  have  compelled  him  to  leave  his  native  land,  imperfect  acclimation,  and  many 
more  that  a  moments  reflection  will  call  up. 

The  oft-reiterated  charge  of  stultifying  the  mind,  brought  aj^nst  this  instimtion,  I 
consider  as  arising  from  a  well-founded  dread  entertained  of^the  once  contemplated 
system  of  solitary  imprisonment  without  labor,  having  been  blindly  transferred  to  an- 
other having  no  resemblance  but  in  name.  So  far  as  my  observations  go,  I  am  not 
aware  of  a  siycle  influence,  indispensable  to  the  discipline  of  s(>perate  imprisonment, 
that  would  be  likely  to  derange  a  healthy  mind.  The  \erj  frequent  intercourse  of  the 
j^risoners  with  an  intelligent  officer,  gives  him  an  opportunity  of  convening  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  thoughts,  and,  if  need  be,  of  having  them  directed  from  objects  that  are  baae 
to  things  that  are  worthy.* 

*  Extract*  from  a  eommunieationfrom  an  qjfUsar  ofthepriton. 

At  5  o'clock  in  the  morainff.  the  orcrseers  commence  by  throwing  open  the  outer  wooden  doors  of 
the  cells  in  order  to  the  nd  mission  of  pure  air ;  at  6  they  serrc  bre&Ust;  at  8  let  out  the  priaoners 
into  the  exercisini;  yards,  where  they  remain  one  hour,  and  are  anin  locked  up ;  at  balf-paat  11  thej 
•ervc  dinner ;  at  5  serre  supper ;  at  half-past  5  they  close  and  lock  up  the  outer  wooden  doors,  sad 
their  stHted  interricws  for  tnree  days  in  the  week  are  cmded. 

On  WcdncsdHys,  the  overseer  hands  to  each  prisoner  a  razor  to  share  with,  (and  soap  if  he  reqnirsa 
it  ;>  af\er  leaving  it  in  the  cell  about  half  an  hour  be  calls  asain  and  receives  it  On  Fridays  he  tskaa 
oat  the  boxes  rontiiining  the  dirt  and  cuttinn  of  manufactured  materials  which  have  coIlaotBd 
tbrouQh  the  week.  On  Saturdays  he  sweeps  the  space  between  the  iron  grated  and  wooden  doois 
opeuin]?  uatlio  corridor,  hands  in  again  and  receives  the  razors,  and  suppUoa  each  prisoner  with,  a 
clean  shirt  and  sheet  In  addition  to  these  duties,  the  overtoer  receives  from  and  agab  supplies  the . 
prisoner  with  books  from  the  library,  and  eoodocti  them  to  and  from  the  baths  every  two  weeks;  snA-. 
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On  the  reception  of  fresh  prisnnera,  the  eherifis  have  the  privilege  of  vinting  Aote  in 
Gonfinemeut  from  their  respective  counties,  informing  them  of  the  health,  etc.,  of  thair 
relatives  and  frieud^,  and  giving  them  every  other  information  not  lilcely  to  exert  an 
unfavorable  influence  on  their  minds.  Free  and  unrestrained  convei^ation  on  all  aab- 
jects  within  the  sphere  of  his  knowledge  is  frequently  afforded  to  the  se(>arate  pris- 
oner, by  the  visits  of  the  acting  committee  of  the  Prison  Society,  whose  numbers  have 
been  recently  increased  to  eighteen  members.  To  those  who  are  acqnainttHl  with  the 
gentlemeu  who  compose  this  committee,  it  is  needless  to  say  how  much  mural  and  in- 
tellectual ^ood  may  arise  to  the  prisoners  from  frequent  intercourse  with  them.  Other 
ex  officio  visitors  are  the  judges  of  the  different  courts,  the  attorneys  general  of  the 
State,  and  the  commissioner  of  counties ;  all  of  whom  occasionally  avail  themselves  of 
this  privilege.  By  the  courtesy  of  the  Inspectors,  the  city  clergymen  of  all  denomina- 
tions have  free  access  to  the  cells  when  they  wish  to  enter  for  the  purpose  of  instructing 
the  prisoner  in  his  religious  duties. 

On  the  intercourse  of  the  convicts  with  the  Inspectors,  Warden,  Moral  Instructor, 
Schoolmaster,  Apothecary,  and  Physician,  I  shall  not  enlarge ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  the 
bi-weekly  visits  of  the  acting  Inspectors  enable  them  to  see  all  in  confinement  at  least 
twice  during  their  two  months  on  duty.  The  Moral  Instructor  and  Schoolmaster  da- 
vote  their  whole  time  to  the  service  of  the  institution  ;  the  Warden  and  Physician  visit 
every  inmate  once  every  two  weeks,  (many  daily  or  twice  dail^,  as  circumstances  may 
require,)  and  the  Apothecary,  (an  intellectual  student  of  medicine,)  as  often  as  his  ser^ 
vices  may  be  required,  or  at  any  other  time  his  leisure  or  ijiclinaiion  may  dictate. 

The  hour  allotted  to  each  prisoner  daily,  for  exercise  in  the  cell  yards,  while  it 
strengthens  the  physical  health,  presents  both  food  and  variety  to  the  muid.  This  pe- 
riod of  relaxation,  so  welcome  to  all,  is  spent  in  the  proper  season  of  the  year  by  many 
in  tending  the  vines  and  flowers  planted  by  themselves  or  their  predecessors ;  whiia 
others,  more  intent  on  indul^ng  the  palate  than  mtifyin^  the  eye,  enjoy  the  peaches, 
melons,  cucumbers,  etc.,  which  the  inclosures  yield  to  their  industry. 

ROBERT.  A.  GIVEN,  Physician. 

1846. — Moral  Instructor's  Report. 

The  Prison  Discipline  Society  has  increased  its  library  by  the  addition  of  valnable 
English  books,  and  by  a  very  important  addition  of  300  volumes  of  German  and  Frendi 
books  for  the  use  of  foreisn  convicts,  which  it  is  hoped  will  contribute  to  the  temponl 
and  spiritual  prosperity  of  that  class  of  prisoners. 

The  library  established  by  John  Bacon,  Esq.,  has  also  been  increased ;  and  there  are 
at  this  time  about  1,500  volumes  in  circulation,  whose  influence  must  impart  intellectual 
and  moral  instruction  to  some  extent  The  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  has  continued 
to  furnish  Bibles  for  the  use  of  prisoners.  Prayer-books  have  been  ffiven  by  the  Fe- 
male Protestant  Episcopal  Prayer-book  Society.  The  usual  supply  of  tracts  has  been 
received  from  the  Philadelphia  Tract  Society,  and  upwards  of  16,000  pages  of  tracts 
fiom  the  Female  Episcopal  Tract  Society. 

The  effort  to  impart  instruction  to  the  ignorant  has  been  successful.  Of  139  prisoii- 
ers  discharged,  100  could  read  and  write,  37  could  read,  and  only  2  of  the  whole  num- 
ber could  not  read.  6  of  the  discharged  prisoners  learned  to  write,  9  to  read  and  write, 
and  14  learned  to  read  while  in  prison.  , 

Of  143  received  into  the  institution  the  past  year,  92  could  read  and  write,  29  could 
read  only,  and  22  could  not  read. 

The  amount  oi  public  instruction  on  the  Lord's  day  has  exceeded  that  of  any  previoos 
year.    The  number  of  sermons  and  other  religions  addresses  is  218. 

THOMAS  LACOMBE,  Moral  Instructor. 

in  winter  be  exchanges  their  stockingi  in  the  same  period  of  time.  These  are  duties  which  come  ap 
in  regular  order,  beaidea  acnring  molaaaca  monthly.  Tinegar  and  green  Tegetablca  occasiunany.  la 
the  weaving  dcpartmf>nt,  the  general  and  ordinary  interviews  between  the  OTersecra  and  priaiaiien 
are  more  frequent  than  tho«e  of  the  shocmaking :  a  portion  of  their  manufacturing  mMtcnals  most 
of  necessity  be  given  in  and  taken  out  of  the  cells  at  least  once,  but  generally  twice,  a  day. 

In  the  winter  arransement,  our  interviewa  with  the  prisoners  are  equal  to  those  of  summer,  with 
the  exception  of  opening  and  closing  did  outer  wooden  doors ;  and  this,  perhaps,  is  made  up  by  hand- 
ing to  the  prisoners  randlus  or  oil.  One  remark,  and  I  have  done  with  this  pairt  of  my  subject.  It 
would  be  imposai'ole  to  furnish  you  with  correct  information  respecting  the  various  duties  which  iss- 
peratively  demand  the  closest  attention  of  the  overseers  in  manufacturing  operations ;  su^h^e  it  to 
say,  that  all  Out  inttriustloH  lacUnded  to  the  prifoner  in  Uu  mBchatde  arU  i*  given  Sy  the  aoeneen—mU  Urn 
wmuriaU  periaining  to  their  mplofmtHU,  p$r$on$,  end  etUe,  jmss  in  and  out  of  their  doore  through  tU 
kmnde  ^ftke  ovmrtmrt.  VilLUAM  SIOTH. 
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Synapsis  of  the  Reports  of  the  Maryland  Penitentiary,  for  1888^ 

1839,  and  1845. 

MARYLAND  PENITENTIARY. 
1838. — ^Directors'  Report. 

The  deficiency  of  the  penitentiary  to  defray  its  ordinary  expenses,  for  the  year  past 
b  $16,934  53.  This  deficiency  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  general  derangement 
and  prostration  of  trade. 

The  loss  on  the  year's  operations  of  the  penitentiary,  although  large,  does  not  ex 
ceed  what  must  have  occurred,  under  similar  circumstances,  to  any  large  manufactur- 
ing establishment— except,  indeed,  that  the  charges  for  the  provision  and  supervision 
of  a  penitentiary  are  necessarily  Car  greater  than  those  of  any  private  factory  of  equal 
extent 

The  funds  of  the  penitentiary,  for  its  ordinary  support,  have  derived  no  direct  aid 
from  the  treasury  since  the  year  1827  to  the  present  day.  The  treasury,  no  doubt, 
has  been  called  upon  to  pay  considerable  sums  to  defray  the  expenses  of  several  com- 
mittees of  iuvestigation  upon  the  ctmcems  of  the  penitentiary,  which  have  been  ajj- 
pointed  by  the  Legislature  during  that  time.  But  it  cannot  be  alleged  that  the  peni- 
tentiary  has  derived  any  pecuniary  benefit  therefrom,  whatever  moral  good  may  have 
Iseen  affected  by  the  investigations. 

Four  loans  have  been  negotiated  for  the  use  of  the  penitentiary,  namely :— The  first 
in  1833,  redeemable  in  30  years,  for  $27,947  30 ;  the  second  in  1828,  redeemable  m 

,  for  30,000  00;   the  third  in  1835,  redeemable  in  20  years,  for  20.000  00;   the 

Iburth  in  1837,  redeemable  in  20  years,  for  20,000  00 :  amounting  to  $97,947  30.  But 
no  |>art  of  either  of  these  loans  has  been  applied  to  the  ordinary  support  of  the  peni- 
tentiary. On  the  contrary,  the  productive  labor  of  the  institution  has  contributed  large 
sums  to  the  erection  of  its  buildings  and  other  improvements,  as  will  presently  be  shown. 
The  cells  or  dormitories  of  the  prisoners,  finished  in  1829,  cost  $46,823  ;  new  pazvr 


new  buildings  and  appurtenances,  adapted  to  the  Auburn  discipline,  up  to  30th  No- 
vember, 1837,  56,.500;  new  machinery  for  carding  wool,  850;  assessment  for  opening 
Madison  street  932 ;  assessment  for  paving  Madison  street,  912 ;  for  making  sewer 
finom  penitentiary  to  Jones'  Falls,  700;  paid  on  account  of  improvements  since  30th 
November,  1837,  334;  repairing  machinery,  367:  total,  $122,658;  from  which  de- 
duct the  loans  since  1827,  70,000,  leaving  a  balance  of  $52,658. 

On  the  loans  of  1822  and  1828,  the  institution  has  regularly  paid  the  instalments  of 
principal  as  they  became  due.  It  has  also  regularly  paid  the  interest  on  cUl  the  loam 
up  to  the  1st  of  January  last,  inclusive. 

Thus,  it  is  shown,  that  since  the  year  1827,  the  productive  labor  of  the  penitentiary 
has  been  made  to  contribute  to  permanent  improvements  no  less  than  $52,658  ;  and  if 
$35,000,  paid  for  interest  and  instalments  on  Hwns.  be  adde<l,  the  entire  expenditure! 
of  the  institution,  for  the  last  11  years,  will  be  $87,658  over  and  above  all  the  loam 
granted  for  the  use  of  the  penitentiary  within  that  period,  and  exclusive  of  the  ordinary 
expenses  for  the  support  of  the  prisoners.  Had  the  appropriation  asked  for,  been 
j^ranted,  the  institution  would  have  continued  to  provide  for  tlie  interest  on  its  loans. 
In  consequence  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  want  of  such  an  appropriation  the  institn- 
tion  will  now  require  much  larger  aid  from  the  Legislature  than  would  then  have  been 
necessary. 

In  the  view  of  the  actual  and  prospective  state  of  the  market  for  the  products  of 
prison  labor,  the  Directors  would  feel  that  they  had  not  discharged  their  duty  to  th* 
State  were  they  to  omit  the  present  opportunity,  through  your  Kxcellency,  to  urge 
upon  the  Legislature,  in  the  most  decided  manner,  their  tjonvictiou  of  the  necessity  of 
an  immediate  appropriation  to  sustain  the  institution  of  not  less  then  $30,000. 

The  present  completes  the  second  year  since  the  **  Auburn  discipline"  has  been  car^ 
ried  into  general  effect  in  the  male  department  of  the  penitentiaiy.  It  afibrds  the  Dh 
rectors  high  gratification  that  they  have  been  confirmea  in  their  belief  in  the  good  ef- 
fects of  the  system,  as  expressed  in  their  last  year's  report,  after  the  experience  of 
about  a  twelve-month.  In  resard  to  all  the  essential  benefits  to  be  derived  from  any 
prisen  discipline,  tending,  as  its  object  is,  to  produce  order,  regularity,  silence,  obedh 
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enoe  and  diligence,  oomlmied  with  the  monl  and  religimu  imprmrflmeot,  aad  the  pr^ 

sen'ation  of  the  health  of  the  convict — the  Directors  are  fully  sadffied  that  the  Aubon 
discipline  iu  our  peuiteutiary,  has  accompliitfaed,  or  affords  aaaurance  that  it  caa  be 
made  to  accomplish  all  that  was  auticipated  from  its  introduction.  Thej  do  doc  ny 
that  it  has  been  carried  yet  into  complete  operation  in  this  institution,  or  attained  the 
degr^  of  perfection  of  which  it  is  cai)able.  The  improvement  has  been  steadily  pro- 
greasive,  but  much  remains  to  be  done. 

In  the  female  department  tiie  system  has  not  been,  and  in  the  present  conatractioii 
and  arrangement  of  the  workshops  and  sleeping  ajwrtments,  cannot  be  iotrodnoed. 

The  Warden  ii  of  tho  opinion  that  reformation  is  much  more  frequent  aiiice  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Auburn  discipline,  than  before.  In  the  appearance,  cleanlineaa,  and 
deportment  of  the  prisoners,  as  well  as  in  the  general  appearance  of  the  inatitutioii,  the 
improvement  has  l>0en  strikingly  obvious. 

WILLIAM  McDonald,  PraddaoL 

Crimes. — Stealing,  69 ;   manslauffhter,  7 ;   murder  commuted,  4  ;   murder,  leeoBd  ^ 

degree,  4  ;  assault,  with  intent  to  k3l,  3 ;  rape,  2 ;  burglary,  1 ;  receiving  atolen  goods,        ^ 
1 :  total.  91. 

Color. — White  males,  45 ;  white  female,  1 ;  black  males,  27 ;  black  femalea,  18. 
Placet  of  Nativity. — Maryland,  58 ;  Pennsylvania,  3  ;  New  Jersey,  2 ;  Delaware^  1 ;    ;^      ; 
Vininia,  2;    Connecticut,!;    New  York,  1;    District  of  Columbia,  4 ;   Germoiiy,  9;    ^      "% 
Ireland,  9 ;  England,  1. 

Countiet  where  Convicted. — Baltimore,  44  ;  Queen  Anne,  4 ;  Washington,  4 ; 
■et,  4 ;  Frederick,  6 ;   Prince  George,  1 ;  Harford,  1 ;   Charles,  1 ;  Cecil,  5;  KenI,  3; 
Anne  Arundel,  8 ;  Talbot,  2 ;  CaroHne,  2 ;  Allegany,  5 ;  Carroll,  2. 

Term  of  Sentence*. — Over  1  year  and  under  2  years,  13 ;  2  years,  20 ;  orer  S  aad. 
under  3  years,  9  :  3  years,  6 ;  over  3  and  under  4  years,  5;  4  years,  2  ;  over  4  and  un- 
der 5  years,  5 ;  5  years,  9 ;  over  5  and  under  6  years,  4 ;  over  6  and  under  7  jmKt%^\^  <S; 
7  years,  2  ;  over  7  and  under  8  years,  1 ;  8  years,  1 ;  over  9  and  under  10  yean,  3;s  ^\ 
10  years,  4  ;  over  1 1  and  under  12  years,  1 :  12  years,  1 ;  over  12  and  imder  13 
1 ;   15  years,  1;  over  17  and  under  18  years,  1. 

Of  the  58  prisoners  received  into  the  institution,  who  are  natives  of  Maryland^ 
were  bom  in  Baltimore  city  and  county,  20 ;  Worcester,  2 ;  Queen  Anne,  5 : 
■et,  2 ;  Anne  Arundel,  5  ;  Talbot,  4  ;  Dorchester,  3 :  Kent,  5 ;  Montgomery,  3 ; 
ginjT,  2  ;  Cecil,  2  ;  St.  Mary's,  1 ;  Harford,  3  ;  Caroline,  1. 

Discharged,  their  time  Imving  expired,  100;  pardoned,  14;  died,  11:    total,  1S5^ 
Confined  m  the  penitentiary,  30th  November,  1837,  387 ;    received  from  the  let  *^ 
oemoer,  1837,  to  30th  November,  1838,  91 ;  remaining  in  the  penitentarj,  30th 
vember,  1838,  353. 

Z>u&«r«eiii«iUs.— Household  account  for  baUmce,  $4,311  36;   one  year'a  Mlary 
matron,  400  00;   assessment  for  paving  Madison  street,  912  85 ;  one  year's  Mlary 
Warden,  1,300  00;    one  year's  saUry  of  Executive  Committee,  1,250  00;   one  yes 
nlaries  of  Clerk,  Physician,  and  Deputy  Keepers,  9,750  00 ;  discount  account  Cor  bal^ 
anoe,  4,253  18;   weaving  account  for  balance,  7,023  01;  interest  account,  paid  ob9 
quarter's  interest  on  loan  of  1822,  for  the  redemption  of  which  by  the  treasurer,  0 
1852,  the  last  instalment  was  paid  by  the  institution  in  1833.    Interest  on  amoont  oT 
loan  27,947  30.  to  be  paid  until  its  redemption,  349  34 ;  one  quarter's  intereet  on 
loan  of  1828,  375  00 ;  one  quarter's  interest  on  loan  of  1825, 250  00 :  tiital,  $29,994  74. 
£ec«tp^.— Sundry  small  accounts  for  balance,  $912  13;   oordwaining,  for  giain, 
1,375  55;  cardiuff  and  spinning,  for  grain,  690  54;  sawing  stone,  for  grain,  971  SS; 
•took  account  for  balance,  26,046  00 :  total,  $29,994  74. 

1839. — Directors'  Report. 

The  results  of  the  several  productive  departments  have  been  much  more  &,Toiabla 
than  were  those  of  the  same  departments  in  the  entire  year  of  1838,  as  eihihitfid  in  the 
laat  annual  report 

Aooordin^  to  that  report,  the  weaving  and  carding  and  spinning  acconnta,  ootgoiatly, 
aoatained  a  loss  in  1838,  of  $6,332  47 ;  whereas,  a  gain  of  $10,498  66  has  been  prodnoad 
by  the  same  branches  of  business  since  the  11th  February  last— making  a  diapar^f  B 
the  remits  of  the  two  periods  of  $16,831  13  in  fiivor  of  the  latter. 

The  total  expense  ot  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Noyember  last,  for  the  aqipQit  of 
te  conyieta.  oay  of  overie^vw.  ny*A  di«or>nnts  for  tbe  um  of  monej,  hat  not  mtHtnStj 
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^psried  from  that  of  the  prerions  resr;  the  differenoe  Iwriiig  been  Imt  |806  96  ezoeti 
fa  1839. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  it  is  important  to  remark,  that  the  average  number 
of  priaooerB  in  confinement  during  last  year,  was  47  less  than  in  1838— «  circamstanoe 
which,  although  one  of  con^ratubition  to  the  State  at  large,  has  aerionsly  tended  to  im- 
pair the  pecuniary  gain  of  the  institution. 

With  respect  to  the  discipline,  we  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state,  that  it  has  attained 
to  a  stage  of  improvement  probably  unsurpassed  by  that  of  any  other  prison  on  the 
Aobum  plan.  The  utmost  regularity  and  system  pervade  every  department  under  the 
direction  of  the  Warden,  and  the  pniiciples  »f  silence  and  non-intercourse  amons  the 
convicts,  upon  which  the  diMcipline  is  based,  and  to  which  every  regulation  is  subser- 
▼ient,  are  steadfastly  maintained. 

The  degree  of  punishment  eudured  in  such  a  state  of  deprivation  is  one  of  much 
severitVt  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  free  fn>m  any  tithor  tlian  the  most  wholesome  in- 
flnences;  awakening  as  it  do(>s,  aiid  to  undisturbed  action,  only  feelinss  of  contrition 
and  such  as  incite  to  amendment.  One  great  end  of  prison  discipline,  tnat  of  prevent- 
mg  a  further  corruption  of  convicts,  is  certainly  secured  by  it,  and  in  the  subdued  imd 
trBn<]|uil  temper  now  prevailing  among  the  prisoners,  there  seems  to  be  reason  for  belief 
that  m  many  cases  it  is  conducive  to  nermament  reform. 

The  minor  punishments  for  infractions  of  the  prison  regulations  appear  to  have  been 
gradually  lessening  in  amount,  and  the  corporal  pnnishment  has  been  greatly  mitifated 
m  its  rigor  by  the  adoption  of  an  instrument  for  the  purpose,  inflicting  a  degree  of  pain 
more  transient  in  duration  and  of  much  less  severity  than  that  which  was  caused  by  tbe 
implement  formerly  in  use.  Corporal  inflictions  are  avoided  as  much  as  they  may  be 
consistently  with  a  due  cuforcemeut  of  the  discipline,  and  solitaiy  confinement  is 
resorted  to  in  their  stead. 

The  diminution  of  the  number  of  convicts  to  which  we  have  before  alloded,  is  in  part 
an  effect  of  the  act  of  1836,  ordering  that  negroes  found  guil^of  a  second  offence  sii^ 
be  sold  out  of  the  State.  JACOB  O.  DAYIES,  President 

The  number  of  convicts  admitted  into  the  penitentiary  daring  the  year  were  87. 

Crimea. — Stealing,  45 ;  felony,  5  ;  larceny,  4 ;  horse  stealing,  4 ;  burglary  and  steal- 
in^.  2 ;  stealing,  and  obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences,  1 ;  breaking  and  entering 
a  house,  2 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 :  burglary,  1 ;  highway  robbery,  1 ;  circulating 
a  book  tending  to  excite  insurrection,  1 ;  aiding  a  slave  to  run  away,  1 ;  enticing  slaves 
to  nin  away,  1 ;  kidnapping,  1 ;  perjury,  1 ;  passing  counterfeit  notes,  1 ;  rape,  1 ; 
assault  with  intent  to  kill,  9  ;  assault  and  battery  with  mtent  to  kill,  5. 

39  were  white  males.  2  white  females,  38  colored  males,  and  8  colored  females. 

Place  of  NeUivity. — Maryland,  56  ;  Delaware,  1 ;  Virginia,  1 ;  New  Jersey.  1 ;  Mas> 
aachusetts,  1 ;  New  York,  1 ;  North  Carolina,  1 ;  Pennsylvania,  2  ;  Ireland,  17  ;  Eng- 
land, 1 ;  Germany,  4 ;  Jamaica,  1. 

Countiet  where  conrur/«<2.— Baltimore,  37  ;  Frederick,  4 ;  Harford,  3 ;  Charles,  1 ; 
Allegany,  14  ;  Washington,  3 ;  St  Mary's,  2 ;  Anne  Arundel,  7  ;  Cecil,  3 ;  Kent  1 ; 
Caroline,  1 ;  Talbot  4  ;  Queen  Ann's,  3  ;  Worcester,  2 ;  Somerset  2. 

Term  of  SeTUeneet,'--OveT  I  and  tmder  2  years,  20 ;  2,  12 ;  over  2  and  under  3,  4 ; 
3,  2 ;  over  3  and  under  4,  8  ;  over  4  and  under  5,  8 ;  5,  4  ;  5  and  under  6,  7  ;  C,  1 ; 
6  and  under  7,  2 ;  7,  1 ;  7  and  under  8,  2 ;  8,  2 ;  over  9  and  under  10,  3 ;  10,  1 ;  15 
and  under  16,  7 ;  17  and  under  18,  3. 

Of  56  natives  of  Maryland,  there  were  bom  in  Baltimore  city  and  county,  18 :  Tal- 
bot county,  10 ;  Somerset,  5 ;  Anne  Arundel,  4 ;  Charles,  4 ;  Harford,  3 ;  Cecil,  3 ; 
Frederick,  2 ;  Caroline,  2 ;  St.  Mary's,  1 ;  Washington,  1 ;  Dorchester,  1 ;  Queen  Anil's^ 
1 ;  Worcester,  1. 

During  the  year,  89  have  been  discharged,  their  time  having  expired ;  12  were  par- 
doned, (of  whom  10  were  jmrdoned  by  Gov.  Veazy,  in  1838  and  eariy  in  Janoary, 
1839,)  11  died. 

353  prisoners  remained  in  the  penitentiary,  on  the  30th  November,  1838.  87  were 
received  from  the  1st  December,  1838,  to  the  30th  November,  1839.  112  were  die- 
charged.     328  remained  in  the  penitentiary  on  the  30th  November,  1839. 

Experuei  on  account  of  Pruoners. — Clothing,  exclusive  of  shoes,  $1,752  71  irsboea, 
1,361  50;  provisions,  14,403  64;  fuel,  2,535  77 ;  furniture  and  bedding,  263  15:  totd, 
$20,316  77. 

^  Household  £xpensef.— Amounts  paid  to  prisoners  on  their  discharge,  maintenanee 
of  prisobera,  not  employed  in  productiTe  departments,  coat  of  oil,  paints,  repaiis,  ale., 
$4,681  84. 


288  MARYLAND   BTATB   PKIBOIT. 

Pay  of  Officerw. — Per  diem  late  "  Execative  Committee,"  from  December  1,  1838, 
to  12tn  February,  1839,  $250;  Balaries  of  the  Warden  and  his  aisiatant  and  depatiet, 
and  of  the  Clerk,  Physician  and  Matron,  12,548  17  ;  Per  diem  for  attendance  of  amenta, 
and  of  directors  for  attendance  at  meetings  of  the  board,  and  on  the  monthly  comnutlee, 
1,392  00:  total,  $14,190  17. 

DUbunemenU. — Household  expense  account  for  balance,  $3,162  60  ;  salaried  of  oflS- 
cers,  10.314  81 ;  per  diem  of  officers,  1,392  00 ;  interest  for  the  use  of  money  at  the 
rate  of  6  per  cent.,  1298  12 ;  ditto  in  excess  over  6  percent..  1,058  74 :  total,  $17,236  27. 

Reeeiplt. — Weaving,  carding,  and  spinning,  ^10,498  66;  cordwainiag,  1,484  07; 
sawing,  1,521  18 ;  stock  account,  for  balance,  3,722  36 :  total,  $17,226  27. 


1845, — Directors'  Report. 

There  were  remaining  in  the  prison,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1844,  280  convicts; 
there  were  received  in  tne  year  ending  the  30th  November,  1845,  98  ;  making  378 : 
and  of  these,  70  have  been  discharged,  their  terms  of  service  having  expired,  7  have 
been  pardoned,  and  14  have  died,  leaving  in  the  prison  on  the  30th  November,  1845, 
287.  (Of  those  who  were  pardoned,  two  were  pardoned  by  the  late  Acting  President 
Tyler,  three  by  the  late  Grovemor  Francis  Thomas,  and  two  by  Governor  Thomas  Q. 
Pratt.  ]J  Of  the  14  deaths,  a  very  large  proportion  were  afflicted,  previous  to  entering 
the  prison,  with  chronic  diseases,  of  which  they  died^and  the  others  of  maladies  not 
peculiar  to  the  prison.    The  healths  of  the  pnsoners,  generally,  has  been  remarkably 

food,  and,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  cases  of  varioloia,  of  a  light  type,  there 
as  been  no  contagious  disease  or  epidemic  among  the  prisoners. 

It  is  believed  that  at  no  time  has  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  been  more  orderly, 
their  work  performed  more  willingly,  or  the  amount  of  their  labor  been  greater ;  and, 
firom  their  own  experience,  and  the  concurrent  testimony  of  many  who  have  visited  the 
institution,  the  undersigned  have  pleasure  in  being  able  to  say,  that  there  is  not  a  better 
regulated  prison  in  the  United  States. 

The  dormitory  erected  some  years  since,  for  the  separate  confinement  of  the  male 
prisoners,  was  the  first  movement  made  in  this  institution  for  the  introduction  of  the 
Auburn  system  of  discipline. 

The  workshops  which  were  subsequently  erected  for  the  employment  of  the  male 
convicts,  are  believed  to  be  on  the  very  best  plan  that  has  yet  b^n  devised. 

But  these  improvements  in  the  dormitory  and  workshops,  left  the  female  depart- 
ment and  the  male  hospital  as  they  existed  under  the  vitiated  system  of  almost  unre* 
strained  intercourse  among  the  inmates  of  them.  The  directors,  in  March  last,  decided 
to  improve  these  as  far  as  the  means  of  the  institution  would  allow. 

They  commenced  with  the  female  department.  Here  the  convicts  not  only  aaaocia- 
ted  together  during  the  day,  but  some  half  dozen  or  more  were  crowded  into  a  room 
at  night  to  sleep.  To  remedy  these  evils,  the  west  wing— ^ which  was  the  first  portion 
of  the  prison  erected,  in  1809,  for  the  confinement  at  night  of  the  convicts  of  both  sexes 
— was  materially  altered  in  its  internal  arrangement.  That  portion  of  the  secood 
story  which  had  been  previously  used  as  a  female  hospital,  was  enlarged  by  taking  into 
it  two  of  the  adjoining  cells,  and  the  room  fitted  up  for  a  workshop  for  the  women. 
The  hospital  was  removed  to  the  cells  adjoining  the  rooms  appropriated  for  the  Matron, 
and  steps  erected  so  as  to  secure  separate  entrances  to  the  yani  from  the  workshops 
and  hospitals. 

The  male  hospital  has  been  entirely  remodelled.  This  apartment  is  situated  in  die 
third  stnry  of  the  west  west  win^.  It  has  been  enlarged  by  taking  in  two  adjoining 
cells,  making  a  room  57  feet  6  mches  by  35  feet.  An  inspection  avenue  has  been 
placed  aloii<j  the  centre,  from  which  the  officer  on  guard  can  see,  without  being  seen, 
all  that  is  going  on  in  the  rr>om.  and  alcoves  or  small  rooms  have  been  set  apart  on  each 
side  of  the  hospital,  in  which  patients  will  be  put  singly.  These  alcoves  are  formed  by 
wooden  partitions  that  run  about  six  feet  hi^h,  leavms  a  space  of  about  six  inches 
below  them,  so  that  a  free  circulation  of  air  is  allowed  over  and  around  them.  The 
hospital  kitchen  has  been  provided  with  a  hot  water  apparatus,  put  up  in  a  very  ad- 
mirable manner,  which  afibrds  hot  and  cold  water  for  the  use  of  the  hospital  and  bath- 
housd  at  all  times,  and  by  other  pipes  the  hot  and  cold  water  is  carried  down  into  the 
female  hospital,  to  supply  that  department. 

As  a  proper  secunty  for  the  men's  workshops,  a  drying-house  has  been  erected  in 
the  yard,  which  will  allow  the  necessary,  but  heretofore  dangerous,  work  of  drjiac 
the  cotton  and  woollen  yam,  to  be  done  with  entire  safety  to  the  other  buildingiy  na 
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unoh  ttaore  speedily  and  better.     At  tbe  nme  time  a  •moke-hoiiie,  suitable  to  the 
want*  of  tbe  institution,  was  erected. 

The  religions  instruction  of  the  convicts  in  the  prison  is  secured  br  the  voluntary 
services  of  several  ministers  of  different  denominations,  and  by  statea  preaching  on 
Sunday  by  preachers  of  the  Methodist  society.  Every  opportunity  is  allowed  to  the 
convicts  to  receive  religious  instraction,  and  they  are  left  entirely  at  liberty  to  select  for 
&e  purpose  the  minister  of  any  reli^ous  denomination  whom  they  may  prefer,  and 
who  is  willing  to  attend  on  them.  This  voluntary  system,  while  it  commends  itself  to 
the  regard  of  the  convicts,  as  being  undertaken  entirely  for  their  benefit,  secures  to  tbe 
prisoners  all  the  advantages  of  regular  religious  worship. 

Under  the  perfect  isontion.  of  mind  which  is  now  secured  among^  the  prisoners,  no 
contagion  of  vice  is  spread ;  and  the  novice  in  evil-doing  who  comes  into  toe  prison  for 
the  first  time,  is  sure  to  learn  no  evil  habits  there ;  and  the  adept  in  crime  who  returns 
to  it  for  a  second  or  a  third  time,  sees  and  hears  nothing  to  encourage  him  in  his  course 
of  infamy,  or  to  which  he  can  ascribe  his  perseverance  in  wrong-doing;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  all  the  inmates  of  the  prison,  under  its  present  discipline,  have  only  ex- 
ttmples  of  industry  and  faitiifol  perseverance  in  duty  before  them ;  are  encouraged  to 
afCtivity  in  the  execution  of  their  tasks,  by  proper  rewards  and  words  of  kindness — ^and 
■ee  so  constantly  the  advantages  of  proper  conduct,  even  to  themselves,  while  in  prison 
—that  it  can  scarcely  be,  that  the  favorable  impulse  given  to  their  good  dispositions  can 
be  BO  far  lost,  after  they  leave  its  walls,  as  not  to  influence,  in  some  degree,  their  future 
liyee. 

It  is  desirable  that  all  the  convicts  who  can  read  should  be  furnished  with  books,  and 
it  "would  be  an  imi>ortant  aid  in  the  amelioration  of  their  condition,  and  the  reformation 
of  their  habits,  if  a  library  were  connected  with  the  institution.  The  Maryland  Branch 
of  the  American  Tract  Society  has  furnished  to  the  institution  a  number  of  the  valuable 
books  published  by  them,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  the  beginning  of  a  proper  and 
well-stored  library.  The  institution  has  also  received  a  number  of  valuaole  and  in- 
•tmctive  works  from  Miss  Dix,  of  New  England,  a  lady  whose  .benevolent  exertions  in 
behalf  of  the  improvement  of  prison  discipline  are  deserving  of  great  praise,  and  worthy 
of  emulation.  A  number  of  other  benevolent  persons  have  also  sent  books  for  the  use 
of  the  prisoners,  and  they  have  been  allowed  to  procure  for  themselves  suchusefiil  and 
proper  books  as  the  authorities  of  the  institute  ixMy  approve ;  so  that  already  eveiy  con- 
vict who  can  read,  and  who  desires  it,  can  be  furnished  with  a  book  for  perusal  during 
the  hours  when  he  is  not  engaged  in  his  work. 

yfe  should  expect  much  more  fieivorable  results  from  the  effects  of  the  discipline  in 
this  institution,  were  the  jails  of  the  several  counties  so  constructed  as  to  prevent  the 
intercourse  that  now  necessarily  takes  place  among  the  prisoners  confined  in  them. 
The  evil  of  this  is  not  so  manifest  in  the  jails  of  the  counties,  but  in  that  of  Baltimore 
city  and  county  it  is  one  which  materially  defeats  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  State 
in  erecting  this  penitentiary.  About  two-thirds  of  the  convicts  here  come  from  that  jail. 
We  have  understood,  and  we  believe,  that  the  management  of  it  is  as  good  as  it  can  be 
under  the  present  arrangemet  of  its  buildings.  The  whole  evil  arises  in  the  want  of  sep- 
arate rooms  or  cells  for  the  confinement  of  its  inmates,  so  that  they  may  be  cut  off  from 
the  vicious  association  which  now  takes  place  among  them,  and  to  which  association 
many  an  unfortunate  youth — that  suspicion  had  wrongfully  accused,  or  some  trivial 
offence  had  brought  within  its  baneful  influence — traces  his  ruin,  and  justiy  ascribes 
most  of  the  vices  of  his  after  life. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  evil  of  confining  any  number  of  criminals  or 
accused  in  a  common  room  day  and  night ;  and  while  tiiis  continues  to  be  the  case  in 
the  principal  jail  in  the  State,  it  must  be  expected  that  those  who  reach  the  peniten- 
tiary, no  matter  how  young,  or  how  new  or  unfortunate  in  their  crime,  will  oe  well 
tutored  in  all  the  vices,  and  skilled  in  all  the  tricks,  that  make  up  the  accomplished 
rogue— and  that  the  acquaintances  formed  there  will  hover  around  them  when  their 
term  of  service  has  expired  here. 

We  would  call  your  attention  to  the  laws  for  the  punishment  of  slaves  or  fi'ee  ne- 
groes committing  crimes  less  than  capital.  In  the  case  of  the  slave,  no  matter  how  high 
ms  dHme,  or  aggravated  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  committed,  if  it  be  one  not 
punished  with  death,  be  is  only  sold  out  of  the  State,  suffering  but  a  mere  change  of 
masters,  which,  it  may  be  questioned,  is  no  punishment  at  all.  In  the  case  of  the  fineo 
nefro,  who  is  convicted  of  a  second  offence,  the  onl^  punishment  inflicted  on  him  is  td 
§eS  him  out  of  the  State,  it  being  altogether  uncertain  whether  his  case  is  made  better 
or  worse  by  this,  thoush  his  offence  may  be  one  for  which  the  severest  punish  nwot 
•liort  of  deathy  shoold  nave  been  inflicted. 
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The  rule  forbidding  the  nee  of  oonTicts  at  terrants  in  the  front  buflding.  and  die  aab- 
ttitation  for  them  of  aewnmts  hired  from  out  the  prison,  has  been  found  to  be  h 
caUe ;  and  even  if  it  were  practicable,  it  is  believed  it  would  be  of  eril  effisot. 

JAMES  FBAZRR, 
ROBERT  HOWARD, 
H.  R.  LOUDERMAN, 
J.  N.  BROWN, 
JOSHUA  JONES, 
T.  E.  HAMBLETON, 

Crtmes. — Stealing,  56 ;  felony,  22 ;  murder,  in  the  second  degree,  3 ;  manalaugfater, 
2 ;  burglary,  2 ;  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  2 ;  enticin^f  or  assistiug  slaves  to  run  away,  3 ; 
peijury,  2 ;  bigamy,  1 ;  felony  and  forgery,  1 ;  receiving  stolen  money,  1 ;  attempt  to 
commit  a  rape,  1 ;  arson,  1 ;  obtaining  goods  imder  false  pretences,  1 :  total,  98. 

Co^.— White  males,  56 ;  white  females,  3 ;  colored  males,  35  ;  colored  females,  4. 

Plaeei  of  Nativity. — Maryland,  62 ;  Pennsylvania,  5 ;  Virginia,  1 ;  Massachusetts,  3 ; 
Delaware,  2 ;  Kentucky,  1 ;  Louisiana,  1 ;  New  York,  1 ;  Indiana,  1 ;  Rhode  IsUnd,  1 ; 
Germany,  12;  Ireland,  4;  England,  1;  Scodand,  2;  Africa,  1. 

Counties  where  convicted. — Baltimore,  69;  Somerset,  1 ;  Talbot,  4;  Waabingtoo,  3 ; 
Frederick,  4 ;  Howard  Dist,  2 ;  Queene  Anne's,  1 ;  Harford,  3 ;  St  Mary's,  1 ;  Cecil, 
1 ;  Allegany,  1 ;  Calvert,  1 ;  Charles,  1 ;  Anne  Arundel,  3 ;  Dorchester  1 ;  Kent,  2. 

There  were  confined  in  the  penitentiary.  November  30, 1844,  280.  Discharged,  their 
term  of  service  having  expired,  70 ;  pardoned,  7 ;  died,  14:  total,  91.  Old  priaoDen 
remaining,  189 ;  received  this  year,  98 :  leaving  confined  in  the  penitentiary,  Novem- 
ber  30, 1845,  287. 

Term  of  Senteneet. — Over  1  and  under  2  years,  30 ;  2  years,  10 ;  over  2  and  under 
3,  12 ;  over  3  and  under  4,  9 ;  4  years,  1 ;  over  4  and  under  5,  6 ;  5  years,  12 ;  over  5 
and  under  6, 7 ;  over  6  and  under  7,  4 ;  over  7  and  under  8, 1 ;  over  8  and  under  1, 10; 
over  13  and  under  14,  4p;  40  years,  1. 

*  DisburgemerUt. — For  provisions,  $9,821  04  ;  clothing,  2,914  86;  shoes,  952;  foal, 
2,012  59 ;  furniture  and  bedding,  236  57 ;  household  expenses,  consisting  of  amoanii 
paid  to  prisoners  on  their  discharge,  maintenance  of  prisoners  not  employed  in  prodoo- 
tive  departments,  cost  of  oil,  paints,  repairs,  etc.,  etc..  2,882  87 ;  salaries  and  per  dieai 
of  officers,  13,519  49 ;  discount  paid  for  the  use  of  money,  2,087  90 ;  net  gain,  1,220  92: 
total,  $35,648  24. 

Receipt. — Gross  gain  by  weaving  and  dyeing,  carding  and  spinning,  cordwainiB^ 
and  sawing  accounts,  $34,489  46  ;  for  admission  of  visitors,  227  73 ;  labor  of  priaoiieii 
employed  in  the  household  service  of  the  institution,  cooks,  bakers,  tailors,  house  clefli> 
era,  etc.,  etc.,  estimated  at  the  cost  of  their  maintenance,  931  05 :  total,  $i35,648  24. 


Report  from  the  Warden  of  the  Penitentiary  for  the  District  of 

Columbia. 

CiTT  OP  WASHUfGToif,  Augual  24, 1846. 
Dkar  Sir: — I  hope  you  vnll  pardon  me  for  neglecting  you  so  long.     Bodi  of  Ae 
Second  Annual  reports  of  your  Prison  Association  came  safely  to  brad.     As  die  an- 
swera  to  your  questions  will  require  some  explanation  on  my  part,  and,  at  the 


time,  not  having  in  my  possession  copies  of  all  the  annual  reports  of  the  Inapecton  ol 
this  institution  that  I  can  send  you,  I  imagine  it  will  answer  all  practical  purpoeea  ftr 
me  to  give  you  a  general  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  in  my  own  wot.  Vx 
doin^  so,  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  as  brief  and  explicit  as  the  nature  of  a  commonicatfoo 
of  this  description  will  allow. 

This  penitentiary  was  ready  for,  and  the  first  prisoner  received,  April  9,  1831 ; 
up  to  July  8,  1845,  405  were  received. 

Number  received  during  the  following  y«ar«.— 1831, 10  white  males,  7  colored  m , 

and  4  colored  females:  total,  21.  1832, 15  white  and  6  colored  males :  total,  21.  18SS. 
16  white  and  13  colored  males,  and  2  colored  females:  total,  31.  1834,  7  wfaHe  wi 
5  colored  males,  and  2  colored  females:  total,  14.  1835,  15  white  and  19  oolorad 
males,  and  1  colored  female :  total,  35.  1836,  9  white  and  14  colored  males,  and  6 
OQbred  females :  total,  29.    1837,  8  white  males,  2  white  females,  18  edored  maka,  % 
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driored  fsmalet :  total,  30.  1838. 18  white  males,  1  white  female,  8  colored  males,  and  ^ 
colored  females:  total,  33.  1839,  14  white  males,  1  white  female,  7  colored  males, 
and  1  colored  female:  total,  23.  1840,  6  white  and  10  colored  males,  and  1  colored 
female:  total,  17.  1841, 14  white  and  11  colored  malea, and  3  colored  females:  total* 
28.  1842,  11  white  and  12  colored  males,  and  1  colored  female:  total,  24.  1843, 13 
white  males,  1  white  female,  15  colored   males,  and  2  colored  females:    total,  31. 

1844,  12  white  males,  1  white  female,  11  colored  males,  and  1  colored  female:  total, 
25;  1845,  13  white  and  14  colored  males,  and  2  colored  females:  total.  29.  1846,  4 
white  and  8  colored  males,  and  2  colored  females:  total,  14.  Total  number  received 
during  the  16  years — 185  white  males,  6  white  females,  178  colored  males,  and  36  col- 
ored females :  total,  405. 

Number  discharged. — 1831,  0;  18^2,  9  time  expired,  2  pardoned,  4  escaped:  total, 
15.  1833,  5  time  expired,  1  pardoned,  1  died:  total,  7.  1834,  12  time  expired,  2 
pardoned:  total.  14.  1835,  22  time  expired,  1836,  18  time  expired,  1  pardoned,  1 
escaped :  total,  20.  1837,  21  time  expired,  6  pardoned :  total,  27.  1838,  24  tima  ex- 
mred,  1  pardoned:  total,  25.  1839,  42  time  expired,  3  pardoned,  2  died:  total,  47. 
1840,  20  time  expired,  3  pardoned.  1  died :  total,  24.  1841,  18  time  expired,  1  pax^ 
doned,  3  died :  total.  22.  1842.  18  time  expired,  2  pardoned,  2  died :  total,  22.  1843, 
26  time  expired,  4  died :   total,  30.     1844,  25  time  expired,  2  pardoned :   total,  27. 

1845,  18  time  expired,  1  pardoned,  2  died:  total,  21.  1846,  18  time  expired,  1  par- 
doned :  total,  19.  During  the  16  years,  296  time  expired,  30  pardoned,  5  escaped,  1 
died :  total,  342. 

Remaining  in  the  Penitentiary  on  Deermber  3l9t  of  each  y^ar.— 1831, 21 ;  -1832, 27 ; 
1833,  51 ;  1834,  51 ;  1835,  64  ;  1836,  73 ;  1837,  76 ;  1838, 84 ;  1839,  60;  1840,  53; 
1841.59;    1842,61;    1843,62;    1844,60;    1845,68;    1846,63.     OuJnly  8, 1846,63. 

The  annual  reports  from  this  penitentiary  are  made  up  to  the  31st  of  December  of 
each  year.  The  following  is  the  Warden's  return  of  their  employment  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1845:  shoemakin^,  50;  broommaking,  4;  carpentry,  2;  tailonne,  1; 
cooking  and  baking,  3 ;  washmg,  mending,  etc.,  4 ;  bborers,  3 ;  m  hospital,  aic«,  1 : 
total,  68. 

**  The  comparatively  smaD  number  of  convicts,  and  the  short  terms  of  time  for  which 
they  are  sentenced,  are  the  principal  reasons  wh)r  the  penitentiary  is  not  more  profita* 
ble.  Again :  many  of  them  have  their  constitutions  impaired  by  disease  previous  to 
being  admitted,  and  nearly  all  of  them  are  without  any  mechanical  trade ;  nence  they 
have  to  be  taught.  As  an  illustration  of  this  remark,  I  will  state,  that  although  the 
number  engafed  in  sboemaking  (50)  may  appear  large,  yet  out  of  this  number  only  1 
■erved  a  reguLsr  apprenticeship  (out  of  the  institution)  to  the  business." 

Those  contined  in  the  penitentiary,  July  8,  1846,  are  classed  as  follows: — White 
males,  26 ;  colored  males,  33 ;  colored  females,  4 :  total,  63.  Of  the  colored  prisoners, 
there  were  brm  free,  33 ;  bom  slaves,  4.  Bom  free,  natives  of  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia, 16;  bom  free,  out  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  17 ;  bom  slaves,  out  of  the  District 
oi  Columbia,  4 :  total,  37. 

Reeommiimente. — 2nd  time  conunitted,  18  white  males,  1  white  female,  21  colored 
males,  and  3  colored  females:  total.  43.  3rd,  3  white  and  7  colored  males,  and  1  col- 
ored female:  total,  11.     4th,  1  white  and  3  colored  males:  total,  4 :  grand  total,  58. 

Of  the  white  males  received,  3  were  sent  from  the  State  of  Virgiuia,  for  offenoea 
committed  against  the  United  States. 

Out  of  those  who  were  pardoned,  4  white  males  retnmed  to  this  penitentiary,  and  2 
white  males  went  to  other  similar  institutions,  and  one  of  the  colorea  males  came  back. 
1  colored  male  was  pardoned  on  account  of  being  pronounced  incurable,  and  died  in  a 
few  days  after  his  liberation ;  and  3  blacks  were  pardoned  on  account  of  thehr  being 
alavea ;  for  no  slaves  are  sent  here  unless  the  coiurt  be  unapprised  of  the  feet  before 
aaotendng  them. 

There  have  been  no  deaths,  so  far,  during  the  year  1846.  The  general  health  of  the 
prisoners  has  been  uncommonly  good :  not  so  with  the  officers.  We  have  had  bat  1 
oaae  of  bilious  fever,  from  which  toe  prisoner  has  entirely  recovered. 

Of  the  5  who  escaped,  4  were  white  males  and  1  a  colored  male ;  3  of  the  white 
malea  were  subsequently  sent  to  other  penitentiaries ;  1  was  never  heard  from ;  the 
ofdorad  male  vras  taken,  lodged  in  the  jai)  of  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  and  died  of 
cbolera  on  the  ver^  day  the  officers  arrived  there  to  bring  him  back. 

Of  those  who  cued,  6  were  white  males  and  5  colored  males ;  3  of  the  white  malea 
wiMPe  diseased  when  received,  and  2  brouffht  on  disease  by  discontented  and  fretfbl 
^iapoMtioos ;  2  of  the  colored  males  were  oiseased  when  received.  The  Phyndan  ia 
diiicted  to  **  adopt  tuck  meoiu  o/preeamtion  as  may  guard  agaimt  the  inirodietiau  ^f 
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amf  infedumt  dueatefrom  the  clothing  or  person  of  such  prisoner."  Tbm  you  observe, 
Auit  SQOuld  a  prisoner  be  otherwise  diseased,  no  record  upon  hiB  first  examination  if 
made.     The  record  is,  *'free  from  all  contagious  disease.^* 

The  sleeping  prison  for  males  is  of  the  following  dimensions  in  ihe  clear,  namely,  115 
ibet  5  inches  long  from  east  to  west,  45  feet  5  incnes  wide  from  north  to  south,  ana  36 
feet  high;  light^  and  aired  by  12  windows  and  2  doors  on  the  south  and  14  windows 
on  the  north,  and  6  doors  on  the  west  side,  2  of  each  leading  respectively  into  a  dininf 
hall,  chapel,  and  hospital— H}ach  of  which  are  in  the  clear  48  feet  3  inches  by  46  feet  I 
Inch.  Within  the  external  wall  of  this  prison,  the  cells  occupy  a  space  of  91  feet  11 
inches.  They  form  a  double  row,  facing  north  and  sooth,  and  carriea  up  4  stories  high, 
with  a  gallery  around  the  whole  block  of  3  feet  8  inches  wide. 

By  the  constniction  of  the  cells,  a  space  is  left  between  the  external  wall  and  the 
wall  of  the  cells  of  36  feet  high,  12  feet  2  inches  on  the  north  and  south,  and  11  feet 
9  inches  on  the  east  and  west,  with  a  flight  of  stairs  at  each  end.  There  are  20  cells 
in  a  row — with  the  exception  of  the  4th  story ^  on  each  side  of  which  10  cells  are  con- 
tracted to  5 — thus  making  in  this  prison  150  cells.  The  single  cells  are  3  feet  4  inches 
by  8  feet  1  inch^  exclusive  of  the  thickness  of  the  fiice  or  outer  wall,  which  is  1  foot 
5  inches,  outside  of  which  the  door  is  hong.  The  door  is  of  iron,  5  feet  5k  inches  by 
1  foot  11  inches,  and  for  a  space  of  3  feet  3^  inches  from  the  bottom  is  solid  or  blank. 
The  upper  portion  of  the  same  is  divided  into  42  apertures,  1 J  by  1^  inches,  with  an 
aperture  at  the  bottom  of  1^  inches  wide  by  the  width  of  the  door.  These  apertores 
are  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  fresh  air,  the  foul  escaping  at  the  back,  and  near  the 
top  of  the  cell,  by  a  flue  6  inches  by  4,  carried  up  the  entire  height  of  the  cell.  The 
ceilings  are  semicircular,  and  are  7  feet  9^  inches  high.  In  the  main  roof  are  2  venti- 
lators, ample  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  constructed. 

The  prison  is  warmed  by  2  large  tinplate  stoves,  in  which  oak  wood  is  burned,  and 
1  large  upright  cast  iron  coal  stove,  which  renders  the  same  warm  and  comfortable  in 
Ihe  coldest  weather.  In  the  summer,  this  prison  is  the  most  airy  and  cool  part  within 
the  scope  of  our  entire  establishment  Should  the  weather  continue  damp  for  any 
length  of  time  in  summer,  fires  are  made  to  expel  the  same.  In  the  winter  season,  for 
a  portion  of  the  day,  all  of  the  windows  are  opened  for  the  purpose  of  ventilation. 
Each  cell  in  the  prison  is  perfecdy  dry,  and  is  furnished  witn  a  wooden  bedstead, 
(which  is  to  be  replaced  by  a  wrought  iron  one,  hung  to  the  wall  and  working  on  a 
hinge,  so  it  may  be  turned  up  and  out  of  the  way  at  the  option  of  the  occupant  of  the 
cell,  and  thus  affording  more  room  for  exercise,)  straw  bed,  1  sheet,  3  blanketii,  and  I 
counterpane.  If  these  are  not  considered  sufficient  for  the  comfort  of  the  prisoner, 
more  is  given  him.     The  straw  of  their  beds  is  renewed  twice  in  a  year— ofteoer  if  re- 

auisite,  and  their  bed  and  bed-clothes  are  hung  out  on  the  galleries  every  day,  so  that 
ley  may  be  aired ;  and  at  intervals  through  the  summer,  or  other  portions  of  the  year, 
they  are  taken  out  in  the  main  yard  and  sunned.  Each  cell  is  suppUed  with  a  can  nlled 
with  water  for  drinking,  and  a  night  bucket.  They  are  thoroughly  whitewashed  2  or 
3  times  in  a  year,  and  also  a  touching  up  of  the  same  nearly  every  month  if  found  to- 
quisite.  This  requirement  is  caused,  or  obviated,  by  the  occupant  of  the  same,  or  his 
employment,  for  some  will  keep  their  cells  in  better  condidon  than  others.  Whenever 
a  thorough  whitewashing  is  going  on,  the  prisoner  is  not  allowed  to  sleep  in  the  oeU 
the  same  night  of  the  day  it  has  been  done,  unless  the  same  is  perfectly  dnr.  They 
are  not  permitted  to  work  in  their  cells,  and  no  two  prisoners  occnpr  one  cell ;  neither 
are  they  allowed  to  sleep  in  their  clothes.  Each  cell  is  furnished  with  a  Bible,  and 
such  other  moral  and  religious  books  as  may  conduce  to  their  reformation.  Two  offi- 
cers are  on  guard  in  this  prison  during  the  night  to  prevent  any  conversation  among  the 
prisoners,  and  attend  to  tnem  should  they  be  taken  sick;  and  one  officer  is  in  the  ont- 
iide  guard-room,  where  the  keys  of  this,  as  well  as  all  other  parts  of  the  inatitotion, 
are  kept. 

The  main  prison  yard,  to  the  sooth,  contains  about  IJ  acres  of  ground,  inclnaed  by 
a  brick  wall  25  feet  high,  on  the  top  o(  which  are  two  watch-houses,  and  a  platfrinn  for 
the  guards  to  walk  during  the  day;  within  this  yard  are  the  workshops,  bath-boose, 
bake-house,  privies,  dispensary,  and  clothing  buildings ;  in  this  yard  isalso  a  weO  and 
pump,  which  produces  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  as  good  water  as  any  portion  of  the 
world  can  boast  of. 

When  a  prisoner  is  received,  he  has  his  hair  cnt  close  and  the  hair  burned,  and  if  he 
is  infested  with  vermin,  (which  unfortunately  is  too  often  the  case  after  laying  in  jafl 
any  length  of  time,)  the  hair  of  his  head  is  shaved  close,  his  face  shaved,  and  his  whisk- 
ers, (if  any,)  are  taken  off;  and  as  an  additional  preventive  against  the  introduction 
of  vermin,  he  is  made  to  strip  and  leave  his  clothes  in  a  retired  part  of  the  yard,  then 
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marcbed  to  the  bath-hoiue  where  he  is  placed  io  a  hot  bath,  and  washed  wi&  a  plea- 
tifol  supply  of  soap ;  he  is  theu  dressed  in  the  prison  unifonn,  and  if  the  Physician  is  m 
attendance  he  is  examined  to  ascertain  if  be  is  free  from  contagious  diseases ;  he  is  the& 
measured  and  a  general  description  of  his  person  is  taken,  which  is  recorded  in  a  book 
kept  for  this  purpose ;  the  rules  of  the  institution  are  then  read  to  him,  and  if  free  from 
contagious  disease  is  put  to  work.  They  labor  from  sunrise  until  sunset  in  winter,  and 
from  sunrise  until  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  summer,  except  on  Saturdays,  when  they  are 
locked  up  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  prison  and  prisoners  are  free  from  all  vermin,  ex- 
cept occasionally  bed-bugs. 

To  promote  health,  and  aid  in  cleanliness,  they  are  bathed  several  times  during  the 
summer,  and,  if  found  necessary,  or  the  prisoner  desires  it,  in  the  winter  season  also. 
Though  prisoners  are  shaved  twice  a  week,  and  have  their  hair  cut  monthly,  before 
the  expiration  of  their  sentence  two  months  are  allowed  for  their  hair  to  srow. 

The  sleeping  prison  for  females  is  on  the  east  of,  and  separate  and  distinct  from,  but 
similar  in  construction  to  that  for  males ;  and  contains  64  cells,  the  cells  are  4  inchflt 
wider  than  in  the  male  prison.  On  the  east  of  this  prison  are  four  rooms  in  the  second 
story  of  the  assistant-keeper's  house,  intended  for  work-rooms,  each  19  feet  4  inchflt 
by  18  feet  4  inches,  and  12  feet  10  inches,  ceilings,  with  a  passage  of  7  feet  1 1  inchflt 
wide  nmning  through  the  same ;  and  above  these  is  a  chapel  39  feet  8  inches  by  27 
feet  5  inches,  and  a  hospital  39  feet  8  inches  by  18  feet  3  inches;  each  of  which  roomi 
have  a  ceiling  11  feet  1  inch,  and  above  these  a  garret-room  27  feet  3  inches  by  22  feet 
3  inches,  and  a  ceiling  6  feet  9  inches  high.     The  small  number  of  females,  and  their 

general  good  health,  causes  these  rooms  to  be  entirely  useless.  The  females  have  a 
irge  yard  on  the  north  of  their  prison,  to  which  they  have  free  access,  in  which  is  a 
wauui-house  and  a  well  and  pump  of  water  like  that  m  the  main  yard.  No  officer  if 
allowed  to  go  into  the  female  prison  unattended.  The  small  number  of  this  class  of 
prisoners  prevents  the  employment  of  a  matron.  They  are  engaged  in  washing,  iron- 
mg,  mending  and  making  clothes.  As  a  check  upon  their  conduct,  there  is  inserted  ill 
Ae  wall  between  this  and  the  main  prison,  a  winker  or  private  aperture,  which  li 
opened  by  a  key  at  irregular  intervals  through  the  day,  thus  affording  to  the  officer, 
under  whose  charge  or  superintendence  they  are  placed,  an  opportumty  to  overlook 
their  department. 

All  punishments  are  ordered  by  the  Warden,  and  are  limited  by  our  regulations  to 
confinement  in  the  dark  cells  or  dungeons,  upon  bread  and  water,  not  exceeding,  for 
each  offence,  a  longer  period  than  20  days.  When  so  confined,  their  bed  and  oed- 
clothes  are  fumisheMl  them  the  same  as  in  their  other  cells.  This  punishment  is  grada- 
ated  from  1  to  20  days,  according  to  the  crime  committed  ;  and  all  ptmishments  are  re- 
gistered and  reported  to  the  Board  of  Inspectors.  This  mode  of  punishment  has,  in 
many  instances,  its  desired  effect ;  but  as  there  are  many  bad  and  outrageous  spirits  to 
■abaue,  other  means  are  adopted,  which  is  done  without  the  use  of  the  cat,  colt,  or 
cowskin.  Boys  are  whipped  with  cowskin,  and  are  not  struck  hard  enou^  to  draw 
blood.  No  bath  is  uscmI  except  for  health  and  cleanliness.  At  one  time  efforts  were 
made  to  govern  the  prisoners  through  moral  suasion,  and  the  influence  of  the  Bible ; 
and  this  plan  had  not  been  long  adopted  before  the  department  of  the  prisoners  be- 
came such  as  to  threaten  the  safe^  of  the  officers,  ana  the  security  ot  the  prison. 
These  fears  were  fully  realized,  as  an  open  rebellion  took  place,  and  the  philantnropio 
designs  of  the  Inspectors  and  Warden  had  to  be  abandoned.  There  are  two  pair  of 
stocks  which  have  not  been  used  for  some  6  or  7  years,  they  being  considered  ii^ii- 
rioos  to  health.  In  all  cases  where  punishment  has  been  resorted  to,  (if  guilty  of  ttie 
charges  preferred  against  them,  of  which  a  due  and  merited  investigation  is  made,)  the 
justness  of  the  same  has  never  been  called  in  question.  In  no  case  does  the  complaint 
of  one  prisoner  against  another  cause  the  punishment  of  the  prisoner  complained  of; 
nor  is  the  evidence  of  a  prisoner  taken  aj?ainst  another,  unless  tne  same  is  substantiated 
by  the  positive  and  direct  testimony  of  an  officer.  When  punishment  has  been  in- 
flicted, no  officer  is  allowed  to  taunt  a  prisoner  with  the  same,  and  they  are  treated 
with  the  same  attention  and  kindness  as  if  their  conduct  had  not  merited  our  condem- 
nation. My  plan  has  been,  never  to  inflict  punishment  except  in  extreme  cases,  or  f<fr 
a  continuance  of  bad  conduct ;  and  when  it  has  been  ordered,  it  is  done  efficiently  and 
to  the  extent  that  may  be  directed,  no  abatement  upon  professions  or  promises.  Tfaii 
I  find  decidedly  the  best  plan,  both  for  the  prisoner  and  myself,  for  it  deters  him  from 
repeating  the  offence,  while  I  am,  thereby,  relieved  of  the  painful  necessity  of  treating 
a  fellow-creature  as  if  he  was  yoid  of  all  feelings  to  appreciate  good  treatment.  Thfi 
oourse  of  conduct  commenced  when  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  office,  and  being 
feUowed  up  for  some  six  weeks,  was  the  means  of  canmng  all  the  troublesome  priaoi^ 
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en  to  keep  from  me ;  and  baa  aUo  lesaened  the  complaints  of  the  officers  againet  diem. 
While  I  am  on  this  sabject  I  will  observe,  that  in  all  cases,  the  more  ignorant  or  iOite- 
late  a  prisoner  la,  the  more  troublesome  he  is.  Again,  it  maj  appear  strange,  bot  I 
find  those  who  have  been  committed  for  manslaughter  are  better  behaved  than  the 
petty  thief.  The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  at  this  time,  with  few  and  very  few  excep- 
tions, is  uncommonly  good. 

In  the  morning,  when  the  prisoners  are  turned  out  of  their  cells,  they  take  down 
their  water-can  aSod  night-bucket,  and  deposit  them  in  the  places  respectively  assigned 
them ;  they  are  then  brought  to  the  troughs,  wash  their  faces  and  hands,  and  are  then 
conducted  to  their  shops,  where  they  are  employed  until  breakfast,  to  which  thej  walk 
by  the  lock-step;  after  grace  by  one  of  their  number  they  take  their  seats ;  aU  eat  in 
a  common  hall,  ihe  whites  on  one  side  and  the  blacks  on  the  other  ;  they  ccmtinue 
seated  imtil  all  have  finished,  when  at  a  signal  by  one  of  the  officers  in  chaz^,  one  of 
the  prisoners  arises  and  returns  thanks,  after  which  all  arise,  form  into  line,  and  retom 
in  the  same  order ;  this  is  repeated  at  dinner  and  supper.  After  supper  they  form  in 
line  and  are  searched ;  after  this  process  is  gone  through  with,  by  orders  given,  each 
takes  his  bucket  and  C4in,  and  they  are  marched  to  their  cells,  enter  the  same,  and  re- 
main standing  opposite  to  their  door,  which  is  shut  by  one  of  the  prisoners  selected  for 
this  purpose  on  each  gallery,  and  by  him  fastened  by  an  iron  bar  working  on  a  pivot; 
the  keeper  in  charge  then  follows  after  and  locks  them  in,  and  as  a  precaution  that  all 
18  secure,  the  keepers  exchange  galleries  and  inspect  each  other's  work. 

The  daily  ration  is  as  follows,  namely  : — 12  ounces  of  pork  or  16  ounces  of  fresh  or 
•alt  beef,  10  ounces  of  wheat  flour,  and  12  ounces  Indian  com  meal,  }  gill  of  mo- 
lasses, with  2  quarts  of  rye  for  coffee,  4  ouarts  salt,  4  quarts  vineg^ar,  IJ  ooncea  pep- 
per, and  2||  bushels  potatoes  to  each  hundred  rations.  This  is  varied  to  suit  the  sea- 
son of  the  year.  Soup,  meat,  bacon,  salt  fish,  rice  and  molasses,  with  beans,  lettuce, 
tnmips,  cabbage,  sprouts,  etc.  etc.,  are  substituted,  and  pn)ve  decidedly  advantageous 
to  the  health,  as  weU  as  the  contentment  of  the  prisoner,  while  in  nearly  all  cases  they 
are  less  expensive.  They  all  eat  the  same  kind  of  bread,  which  is  a  mixture  of  wheat 
flour  and  Indian  com  meal,  and  baked  by  one  of  the  prisoners,  unless  the  physician 
directs  other  kinds  of  bread  to  be  used.  My  estimate  of  the  expense  of  victoalinE  a 
prisoner  for  a  year,  is  $28  97^ ;  although  I  doubt  if  it  costs  this  amount.  When  a  lot 
of  ^  prisoners  are  received  they  consume  more  than  their  rations.  If  they  desire  more 
it  is  given  them.  After  a  few  weeks  they  cannot  eat  what  is  given,  and  the  ration  is 
lessened  to  suit  their  wants.  Their  appearance  would  betoken  to  a  stranger  that  they 
had  plenty  to  eat. 

The  clothing  consists,  in  winter,  of  a  black  and  white  woolen  cloth,  the  different 
parts  of  which  are  mixed  in  color.  If  this  is  not  enough  for  their  comfort,  by  direction 
of  the  Physician,  flannel  under-shirts  and  drawers  are  furnished.  In  summer  a  simi- 
lar dress,  out  of  twilled  cotton  goods,  is  supplied,  which  is  blue  and  drab,  and  made  np 
after  the  same  fashion.  These  constitute  a  working  and  Sunday  dress,  and  are  washed 
and  changed  once  a  week,  and  ofteuer,  if  found  necessary.  It  is  very  difficult  to  come  at 
the  actusJ  cost  of  clothing,  bed  and  bedding ;  but  it  may  be  set  down  at  aboat  $9  50 
a  year  for  each  prisoner.  No  tobacco,  in  any  shape,  is  allowed,  except  the  aame  is 
ordered  by  the  Physician.  The  Physician  is  a  non-resident  of  the  institution ;  has  an 
annual  salary,  and  attends  every  other  day,  and  in  urgent  cases  ofleuer.  If  a  prisoner 
leaves  his  work  from  a  slisht  indisposition,  he  remains  in  his  cell ;  if  he  ia  sick  enough 
to  be  sent  to  the  hospital  he  is  attended  to  with  the  greatest  care,  and  such  medicinee 
or  diet  as  may  be  ordered,  are  promptly  given,  and  one  or  two  of  the  prisoners  are  se- 
lected to  remain  with  him  during  the  night  or  day.  In  many  cases  tho' Physician  is 
called  on  for  medicine  when,  if  the  prisoner  was  at  liberty,  he  would  not  think  of 
taking  the  same. 

Befigious  services  and  Sunday  school  are  held  on  the-  forenoon  of  each  Sunday,  bj 
the  Chaplain,  (who  is  a  salaried  officer  of  the  institution,)  attended  by  the  oflBcers  io 
charge,  to  which  all  of  the  males  are  compelled  to  attend  unless  prevented  by 


Out  of  the  whole  number,  all  can  read  except  3 ;  II  have  learned  to  read  during  the 
last  six  months,  and  4  have  had  a  liberal  education.  By  their  attention  to  the  services 
they  give  promise  of  reformation.  After  dinner,  on  Sunday,  they  are  locked  up  until 
Monday  morning,  taking  with  them  their  suppers,  which  are  eaten  in  their  cells.  The 
^males  are  instracted  in  their  prison. 

^  No  prisoner  is  allowed  to  converse  with  another,  unless  in  directing  or  instmotiag 
^im  in  his  work ;  and  then  only  in  presence  of  the  officer  in  charge.  Visitors  ^nS- 
Knitted  by  a  permit  from  one  of  the  Inspectors,  without  the  payment  of  any  fee.  No 
prisoner  is  permitted  to  write  to,  receive  letters  fhmi,  or  be  visited  by  thmr     *    * 
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or  fimdi»  exoept  in  eztrema  caaet,  and  all  corretpondence  has  to  pa«  the  Wardoa'a 
inapeotioii.  The  prohibhion  of  the  visits  of  relatives  and  firiends  may  appear  a  harsh 
rogolation,  but  it  is  evidently  a  wise  one ;  for  the  intention  of  an  institation  of  this  de- 
scription is  the  repentance  and  reformation  of  those  who  shoald  anfortanately  be  seat 
here,  and  also  as  a  punishment  for  their  transgressions  against  the  laws ;  and  if  a  pris- 
oner's  mind  is  contmoally  engrossed  with  information  from  withbnt,  they  iffe  rendered 
more  difficult  to  manage.  Whenever  information  is  given  to  the  Wanlen  of  the  health 
of  tiie  prisoner's  relatives,  they  are  notified  of  this  fact:  in  the  event  an^  of  th#  prisoa- 
er^s  relatives  should  die  or  be  sick,  they  are  not  told  of  it  until  their  liberation.  The 
prisoners  are  measurably  buried  from  the  world  as  an  expiation  for  their  offences,  and 
should  any  of  them  be  made  aware  that  efforts  are  making  for  their  pardon,  they  are 
mniiMrmly  rendered  miserable,  and  cause  trouble  to  their  keepers ;  while  at  the  same 
time  the  institution  is  measurably  deprived  of  their  labor.  This  continues  until  they 
are  finally  liberated,  or  all  hopes  of  pardon  are  lost.  No  inrane  person  has  ever  beea 
received  here,  neither  has  any  become  so  while  here.  Whenever  a  prisoner's  time 
expires,  he  is  furnished  with  a  plain,  but  good  suit  of  clothes,  (provided  he  does  not 
brmg  with  him  a  better  one,)  and  from  2  to  15  dollars,  which  sum  of  money  is  gradu- 
ated according  to  circumstances ;  and  such  advice  is  given  him  as  may  tend  to  keep 
him  in  the  path  of  rectitude ;  and  also,  if  possible,  emplo^nnent  is  found  for  them. 
They  invariably  leave  us  with  kind  feelings ;  and  if  any  officer  should  meet  a  prisoner 
after  his  discharge,  they  accost  him  in  the  most  respectful  terms,  and  appear  ^ad  that 
th^  have  an  opportunity  to  converse  with  him. 

1  would  mention  that  in  all  our  published  documents,  no  prisoner's  name  is  e^ven  to 
Ihm  public  in  full :  the  initials  of  their  name  only  is  given.  Neither  is  the  public  made 
aware  of  their  release  throiigh  the  public  prints.  They  are  liberated  with  a  hope  of 
their  reformation,  and  no  enorts  are  made  by  us  to  fasten  public  disgrace  on  them. 
As  an  exception  to  this  rule,  if  we  are  satisfied  in  our  own  minds  that  there  is  no 
hope  of  their  reformation,  and  that  they  will  again  commit  depredations  on  the  codb- 
muni^r»  the  police  ore  privately  notified  of  their  release,  so  they  may  govern  themselves 
aoooraingly. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state,  as  many  of  your  questions  are  of  such  a  nature  as  wonU 
give  me  great  trouble  to  answer,  while  with  others  it  would  be  impossible'  to  do  so, 
as  our  books  do  not  aid  us,  I  shall  have  to  be  excused  until  some  future  occasion, 
when  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  you  all  the  information  in  my  power.  The  mode  of 
keeping  our  accounts  has  been  changed  by  our  present  clerk,  and  hereafter  I  will  be 
the  better  able  to  comply  with  your  wishes.  I  nave  had  in  many  instances  to  consolt 
with  the  older  officers  of  this  institution  in  preparing  this  communication,  as  I  only 
entered  on  the  duties  of  Warden  the  1st  September,  1845. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  COLTMAN,  Waiden. 

To  John  D.  Russ,  M.  D. 


Synopsis  of  the  Reports  of  the  Virginia  Penitentiary  for  the 

Years  1845  and  1846. 

1845. — Directors'  Report. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  that  for  the  first  time  since  the  biulding  of  the  priflaii» 
DO  death  has  occurred  amoAs  the  prisoners  within  the  year.  Among  208  persom* 
condemned  for  crimes  committed  i^inst  the  laws  of  the  State,  of  whom  121  are 
white  persons,  and  87  free  blacks,  not  a  case  of  disease,  proving  fetal,  has  arisen 
within  the  last  entire  year.  While  the  prisoners  have  enjoyed  this  remarkable  degree 
of  good  health,  the  board  regret  to  acknowledge,  that  there  has  been  for  now  mom 
than  twelve  months,  a  restless  spirit  of  insubordination  manifested,  and  an  obstinate 
determination  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  prisoners,  not  to  yield  obedience  to  the  sahK 
tary  discipline  of  the  institution,  which  finally  resulted  m  the  murder  of  one  of  the 
turnkeys.  Although  this  outrage  has  been  followed  by  the  conviction  of  the  offender, 
and  may  end  in  his  execution,  and  while,  smce  his  conriction,  it  seems  to  have  had  » 
beneficial  influence  on  the  deportment  and  conduct  of  the  other  prisoners,  the  board  de 
aot  feel  Teiy  langnfaie  that  this  wiU  he  more  than  temporary.    Oar  priaon  has  beoome 
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oreroharged  with  some  of  the  mott  desperata  offfendera  who  hsve  arer  been  eoBtiolrf 
of  crime.  In  addidoD  to  these,  the  number  of  those  who  are  now  sentenced  to  con- 
finement for  life  in  the  prison  has  decidedly  increased,  and  these  latter,  feding  die 
hopelesniess  of  their  condition,  are  oflen  prepared  for  the  perpetration  of  anj  oCfence. 

The  stock  on  hand  is  greater  this  year  than  it  was  last. 

The  profits  from  th^  manufacturing  operations,  the  board  believe,  can  be  greatlj  iii- 
oreased,  by  giving  a  greater  variety  to  them.  Already  new  sabqects  of  mano&ctnra 
have  been  introduced  with  decided  advantage,  and  so  soon  as  it  can  be  pmdeiidj 
done,  a  farther  diversion  of  the  labor  of  the  prisoners  ouffht  to  take  place,  and  00  ap- 
plied to  other  maiiu&ctures.     The  leather  business  is  overaone. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  the  board  would  respectfully  suggest  the  jMropfielf 
ai  authorizing  by  law  the  erection  of  a  shop  on  the  James  river  canal,  and  in  sisht  of 
the  prison,  in  which  stone  might  be  dressed  and  prepared  for  use  in  the  ereetMHi  of 
buildings,  and  for  other  pnr]X)8e8.  The  commonwralth  incurs  an  annual  expenae  of 
more  than  $1,400  for  au  interior  guard  to  the  penitentiary.  I  am  directed  bj  Ao 
board,  to  express  the  opinion  and  to  recommend  tnat  this  guard  ought  to  be  discharged, 
and  in  this  opinion  and  recommendation  I  entirely  concur.  If  mis  proposition  uudl 
receive  the  a[)proval  of  the  general  assembly,  it  may  and  will  be  necessary  to  provide 
another  officer  fur  the  prison,  with  a  salary  of  from  $500  to  $600. 

It  is  an  anomaly  in  our  judicial  system,  that  the  duty  should  be  assigned  by  la^r  to  a 
mere  ministerial  officer,  of  examining  into  the  regularity  of  proceedings  in  criminal 
cases  after  they  are  ended,  and  of  detecting  the  error  of  the  judge  and  reportii^  the 
fiict  to  another  judge,  to  be  by  him  corrected  by  a  new  and  farther  judicial  action. 
And  yet  the  last  general  assembly  found  our  criminal  laws  in  such  a  deplorable  and 
chaotic  condition,  so  conluded  and  so  unsatisfactory,  that  hardly  any  two  minds  woold 
construe  them  alike,  and  were  constrained  to  bestow  the  power  above  referred  to,  on 
the  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary,  and  to  create  the  judge  of  the  superior  court  of 
law  for  Henrico  county  and  the  city  of  Richmond  a  quaai  conrt  of  errors  in  criminil 
causes,  to  set  right  the  mistakes  of  all  the  other  judges  in  the  commonwealth. 

ROBERT  G.  SCOTT,  President  of  Boanl  of  Diiecton. 


1843. — Superintendent's  Report. 

The  earnings  of  this  prison  for  the  last  three  years  have  been  as  follows :  Tear 
ng  September  30,  1843:  by  ward  No.  1.  $10,247  43:  do.  No.  2,  2,271  74;  do.  No.  3, 
5,081  73;  do.  No.  4,  5,089;  productions  of  garden  above  expenses  in  money,  345  49: 
total,  $23,035  39.  Year  ending  September  30,  1844 :  by  ward  No.  1,  $9,705  00| ;  do. 
No.  2,  3,802  91i:  do.  No.  3,  4,391  95^;  do.  No.  4,  4,844  17^;  productions  of  gwden 
above  expenses  in  monev,  424  40 :  total,  $23,168  44.  Year  ending  September  30, 
1845:  by  ward  No.  1.  $9,.'>85  65^  ;  do.  No.  2,  5,346  32i  ;  do.  No.  3,  4,074  31^ ; 
do.  No.  4,  5,167  87^  ;  productions  of  garden  above  expenses  in  money,  267  95 : 
total,  $24,442  11. 

Although  we  have  met  with  embarrassment  in  the  sale  of  shoes  and  brognes,  it 
would  not  be  safe  or  just  to  abandon  the  business.  Some  of  the  prisoners  are  good 
workmen  when  received — others  are  better  qualified  to  learn  that  than  any  other 
and  to  many  it  is  the  most  de^rable ;  still,  however,  the  business  may  be  safely 
ished,  and  other  branches  increased,  after  the  enlargement  of  the  shops  shaU  have 
completed. 

This  improvement,  so  necessary,  may  now  be  made  by  the  means  of  the  institntiaQ 
under  existing  law  on  the  subject,  afWr  which  any  branch  of  business  may  be  con- 
ducted in  the  most  advantageous  manner  to  the  commonwealth,  and  in  more  safetj  to 
the  officers.  Hitherto  we  have  been  limited  to  particular  branches,  for  want  of  room 
to  change  to  others  when  it  would  be  prudent  to  do  so.  In  this  respect  all  the  new  prii> 
ons  have  greatly  the  advantage  of  ours,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  labor^aving  machinetj. 

With  the  exception  nf  bilious  and  congestive  diseases  last  fidl,  and  chronic  caaea,  in 
broken  down  constitutions,  the  year  has  oeen  characterized  by  unusually  good  health. 
We  are  able  to  say  in  tnith,  which  every  member  of  the  board  can  witoesa,  tibat  die 
inmates  enjoy  a  degree  of  health  in  every  respect  equal  to  what  might  reasonably  be 
expected  in  the  same  persons  if  at  full  liberty  m  the  city  of  Richmond.  I  feel  a  praod 
satisfaction  in  saying,  mat  there  is  no  prison  in  this  or  any  other  country,  where  the 
personal  appearance  of  discharged  prisoners  is  bettor  than  here.  It  has  ever  been  aj 
desire  to  manage  the  institution  with  the  least  personal  restraint  upon  the  priaooan^ 
consonant  with  safety;  to  exercise  the  greatest  forbearance  and  humanity  pnamhlfi 
towards  ^m ;  and  to  inculcate  principlea  of  morali^,  indoatry,  and  aelf>re9eoC  fe 
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dMOBielvM,  ■•  the  inrMt  baiii  for  that  refonn  emotial  to  a  fatare  religioiis  aad 
▼irtaoQS  life. 

It  gave  me  great  pleeture  in  my  last  report  to  say  that  the  diflcipline  had  improved 
within  the  year,  and  that  it  waa  attributable  to  the  amendment  of  tne  law  in  regard  to 
rebellion  and  other  offences  committed  in  the  prison.  The  prisoners  had  long  enter- 
tained the  opinion,  as  they  have  frequently  expressed  it,  that  they  would  not  be  pun- 
ished for  any  offence  committed  against  the  officers  or  guards.  And  this  opinion  waa 
not  without  some  plausibility  of  reasoning ;  for  many  years  ago,  when  there  was  an 
open  rebellion,  and  twelve  or  thirteen  convicts,  by  force,  took  the  control  of  the  inte- 
rior of  the  prison,  and  were  restrained  from  escaping  only  by  the  guard  outaido, 
and  could  not  be  quelled  until  the  whole  public  guard  marched  into  the  prison,  no 
punishment  was  inflicted,  other  than  that  of  a  mere  disciplinary  character.  A  second 
and  third  case  occurred  of  the  same  character.  These  things,  being  knovni  to  the 
prisoners,  have  had  their  influence. 

In  June  last,  a  conspiracy  of  some  magnitude  was  discovered  to  be  in  progress,  for 
the  purpose  of  breaking  the  prison  and  the  conspirators  escaping.  But  it  was  detected 
in  due  time,  and  the  ringleaaers  arrested  and  confined  to  their  cells. 

Some  time  after  the  conspiracy  had  been  discovered  and  subdued,  an  occurrenoe, 
more  melancholy  than  any  that  had  ever  preceded  it,  took  place.  I  allude  to  the 
assassination  of  the  second  assistant  keeper  by  a  free  negro  convict,  un^der  a  sentence 
of  ten  years  for  burglary  and  larceny.  This  murder  was  marked  with  deliberation 
and  atrocity.     The  murderer  has  been  tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  be  hung. 

It  is  due  to  the  administration  of  justice  to  say  that  the  conviction  of  Johnson  has  had 
a  moral  effect  upon  the  general  conduct  and  deportment  of  the  prisoners,  viable  to  all. 

DuburiemerU*. — To  amount  on  hand  October  1st,  1844,  $19,462  88;  forraw'mate- 
rials  delivered  from  October  1,  1844,  to  September  30,  1845,  27,848  42;*  fiiel,  1,660 
61;  materials  for  permanent  improvement,  47  13;  contingent  expenses,  843  19;  hoe* 
pital  stores,  353  14;  discharged  convicts,  (money  paid  them,)  245  28;  stationery,  54 
09 ;  gardening,  54 ;  contingent  compensation  of  assistant  keepers,  690  65 ;  reductions 
on  manufactures  by  order  of  the  board,  1,419  63;  discounts  to  enable  agent  to  make 
sales,  per  order  of  the  board,  1,127  35 ;  provisions  paid  for  to  Sept.  30,  16 ;  amount  of 
compensation  of  the  board  of  directors  from  October  1,  1844,  to  Sept.  30,  1945,  690; 
amount  of  salaries  of  superintendent  and  other  officers,  including  physician,  7,393  51 ; 
rationB  purchased  by  superintendent  by  order  of  the  board  from  Oct.  1, 1844,  to  Sept 
30,  1845,  2,620 ;  to  which  add  for  do.  on  hand,  Oct.  1,  1844,  440  08  ;  and  from  which 
deduct  amount  on  hand.  Sept  30, 1845, 40  49 ;  sundry  vegetables  on  hand,  Oct.  1, 1844, 
309  12 ;  do.  raised  in  1845,  and  used  to  Sept  30,  1845,  140  54 ;  gain  on  vegetablaa 
reported  in  ground,  Sept.  30, 1844,  50  41 ;  balance  in  favor  of  manufacturing  operation^ 
7,233  01 :  total,  $72,658  55.  Balance  brought  down,  7,233  01 ;  commissions  and  oon- 
tmgent  expenses  at  store,  3,333  15 ;  balance  on  manufacturing  and  mercantile  oner^ 
tions,  3,899  86 ;  amount  for  transportion  of  convicta,  3>,781  58 ;  amount  for  guard  for 
interior  of  penitentiary,  $1,460. 

ReeeipU. — From  October  1, 1844,  to  September  30, 1845 :  for  cash  sales  made  at  the 
penitentiary,  $4,258  40;  credit  accounts,  11,771  72;  articles  delivered  general  agent 
during  week,  6,591  94 ;  do.  do.  weekly,  by  the  board,  22,697  51 ;  clothing,  etc.,  fiv* 
mshed  Eastern  asylum,  690  85 ;  do.  do.  Western  asylum,  1,145  16 ;  do.  do.  furnished 
prisoners  and  transports,  labor  on  permanent  improvements,  etc.,  ward  No.  1,  847  20 
clothing,  etc.,  furnished  dischargea  convicts,  ^.,  ward  No.  1,  210  07 ;  materials,  etc. 
furnished,  repairs,  labor  on  permanent  improvements,  etc.,  ward  No.  2,  129  04 ;  cloth 
etc.,  furnished  for  prisoners  and  transports,  labor  on  permanent  improvements,  etc., 
ward  No.  3,  1,320  37  ;  materials,  etc.,  furnished,  repairs  and  labor  on  permanent  im- 
provements, etc.,  ward  No.  4,  354  25 ;  materials  for  permanent  improvements,  paid  for 
by  general  agent  as  per  contra,  47  13 ;  materials  furnished  and  labor  done  on  Capitol 
aqoare  and  governor's  house,  1,112  32 ;  amount  of  contingent  accounts,  167  57  ;  vege- 
tables raised  in  1845,  321  95 ;  raw  materials,  6,097  50;  machinery,  tools,  etc.,  54^9 
41;  raw  materials  upon  which  labor  has  been  expended,  1,945  65;  articles  of  contin- 
gency, 3,150  77  ;  manufactured  articles,  4,559  74:  total,  $72,658  55. 

Reeeipit  from  the  foUowing  toureet. — From  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoai^ 
$14,285  06;  coato,  pantaloons,  etc.,  2,789  30;  harness,  collars,  saddles,  etc.,  1,187  37; 
7,365  axes,  6,78133;  chains,  169  24;  21,000  yards  cloths,  carpets,  etc.,  7,172  40; 
wagona,  carts,  and  drays,  5,760  20;  wheatfims,  wheelbarrows,  ploughs,  etc.,  9,000; 

*  This  nun  eontaias  tbe  materials  reeeived  sad  used  tai  the  year ,  the  agnt  reports  tiiose  paid  for 
lachidhig  soma  used  last  jmt. 
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iobwork  and  mapding  in  the  different  depaitmenta,  4,906 ;  from  the  gnden, 
mes,  etc.,  631 ;  labor  on  Capitol  aqoare,  1,100. 

C.  S.  MORGAN,  Baperintaodent 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1844,  there  were  in  prison :  white  men,  114;  do.  women,  5 ; 
colored  men,  65 ;  do.  women,  6.  Received  irom  October  1,  1844,  to  September  30, 
1845 :  white  men,  27  ;  colored  men  27.  Pardoned,  died,  and  discharged :  white  men 
pardoned,  4 ;  do.  do.  died,  3 ;  do.  do.  discharged,  17 ;  white  women  discharged,  1 ; 
colored  men  died,  1 ;  do.  do.  discharged,  9 ;  colored  women  discharged,  1.  »»main- 
lag  in  prison,  Septemb^  30,  1845 :  white  men,  1 17  ;  white  women,  4 ;  colored  men, 
82 ;  colored  women,  57    Total,  208.    Increase,  18. 

Slaves  for  Sale  and  Tratuportation, — On  the  1st  October,  1844,  there  were  in 
prison:  males,  5 ;  females,  1.  Received  from  October  1,  1844,  to  September  30,  1845: 
ipales,  15;  females,  1.  Sold  by  the  executive,  and  died  the  property  of  the  purchaser 
before  delivery,  1.     Remaining  in  prison  September  30,  1845 :  males,  19 ;  females,  2. 

Of  the  persons  received  into  the  penitentiary  from  the  1st  October,  1844,  to  the  30th 
September,  1845,  there  were :  for  murder  in  second  de^e,  3 ;  voluntary  nianslaughter, 
3;  maiming,  2;  unlawful  stabbing,  3;  wilful  stabbmg,  1;  malicious  wounding,  1; 
rape  1 ;  robbei^,  1 ;  burglary,  3;  burglary  and  larceny,  6;  breaking  store  and  larceny, 
3;  house  burnmff,  2;  horse  stealing,  5;  mule  stealing,  1 ;  grand  larceny,  10;  feloni- 
ously carryins  ott  slaves,  4 ;  do.  do.  and  larceny  of  other  goods,  2 ;  forgery,  2 ;  petit 
larceny  by  a  &ee  man  of  color,  (error,)  1. 

They  were  sentenced  as  follows :  4  lor  18  years ;  1  for  15 ;  1  for  13 ;  6  for  10 ;  1  for 
9;  24»for5;  3for4;  8for3;  6for2. 

Those  sentenced  for  two  years  are  under  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  but  all  re- 
ceived since  the  21st  of  February,  1845,  may  be  corrected  under  the  act  of  that  data 
passed  for  the  purpose. 

A  statement  of  the  number  of  persons  confined  in  the  penitentiaiy  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1845,  their  crimes,  and  sentences,  viz. : — 

Crimet. — Murder  in  second  degree,  36 ;  voluntary  manslaughter,  6 ;  wilful  and  un- 
lawful stabbing  and  wounding,  9 ;  maiming,  4 ;  rape,  3 ;  robbery  and  acceasorv  to,  7 
burning  houses,  stables,  etc,,  3 ;   burglary,  34 ;   horse  stealing,  33 ;   hog  stealing,  1 
nand  larceny,  40 ;    carrying  off  slaves  feloniously,  and  enticing  slaves  to  abscond,  14 
fergery,  12  ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  2 ;  other  felonies,  4 :  total,  208. 

Term  of  Sentences. — For  two  years,  13  ;  3  years,  22  ;  4  years,  6 ;  5  years,  75 ;  6 
years,  8 ;  7  years,  10 ;  8  years,  6 ;  9  years,  4 ;  10  years,  30 ;  12  years,  2 ;  13  years,  2 ; 
14  years,  1 ;  14  years  and  10  months,  1 ;  15  years,  5 ;  16  years,  3 ;  18  yeara  13 ;  21 
years,  1 ;  for  life,  12. 

PUieet  of^  Nativity. — Virginia,  161 ;  Pemuylvania,  8 ;  New  York,  5 ;  Maryland,  8 ; 
North  Camlina,  5 ;  Tennessee,  1 ;  Ohio,  1 ;  District  of  Columbia,  1 ;  New  Jersey,  1 ; 
Massachusetts,  3  ;  England,  3;  Ireland,  5  ;  Germany,  4;  Connecticut,  1 ;  Maine,  1. 

i4^6«.— Males,  from  14  to  20,  37  ;  20  to  25,  63 ;  25  to  30,  42 ;  30  to  35,  17  ;  35  to 
40,  14  ;  40  to  45,  12 ;  45  to  50,  5 ;  50  to  60,  5 ;  60  to  70,  4.  Females,  from  15  to  20, 
3;  20  to  30,  3;  30  to  40,  2;  40  to  60,  1. 

Admittance »  into  Hie  Hospital  and  Days  lost  by  SicknesSt  from  October  1,  1844,  <o 
September,  30,  1845. — October,  19  admittamces,  183  days  lost ;  November,  13  admit- 
tances, 165  days  lost;  December,  8  admittances,  83  days  lost;  January,  16  admittan- 
oes,  180  days  lost;  February,  16  admittances,  163  days  lost;  March,  14  admittancea, 
163  days  lost ;  April,  16  admittances,  163 ;  May,  15  aamittances,  204  days  lost ;  Juna, 
^  admittances,  215  lost  days ;  July,  23  admittances,  158  days  lost;  Ausust,  28  Mlmit- 
tanees,  211 ;  September,  9  admittances,  106 :  total,  214  admittances,  1,995  days  lost 

Days  of  solitary  confinement,  810. 

1846. — Directors'  Report. 

The  recent  enlargement  and  improvement  of  the  shops,  although  effected  at  coDsider- 
able  cost,  constitute  the  most  decidedly  advantageous  changes  in  the  penitentiarj, 
whether  they  are  considered  as  tending  to  improve  its  discipline,  or  advance  its  profita^ 
Ue  management.  With  these  great  and  costly  additions,  there  can  hereafter  be  oo 
doubt  that  the  mechanical  employments  of  the  prisoners  can  be  diversified  so  aa  to  s»> 
core  an  increased  profit  from  the  labor,  while  the  shops  are  so  arranged  as  to  enaora  a 
iKire  perfect  discipline.  Much  of  the  labor  of  prisoners  and  transporta  haa  bean  ap- 
plied m  the  past  year  to  the  erection  of  these  new,  valuable,  and  permanent  atiwihaaa 
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The  immberof  prifonenat  the  end  of  the  lait  fiscal  jear  in  the  peniteiitiarywaa  226, 
agamat  208  on  the  30th  September,  1845,  being  an  increase  of  18.  The  nnmber  oi 
prisoners  received  into  the  institution  from  the  Ist  of  October,  1845,  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1846,  (inclusive,)  was  53,  who  were  sentenced  to  serve  therein,  in  the  aggra- 
Ste,  286 J  years.  In  the  year  commencing  on  the  1st  of  October,  1844,  and  ending  on 
B  30th  of  September,  1845,  inclusive,  54  convicts  were  received  into  the  pnsony 
whose  aggregate  term  of  imprisonment  was  337  years,  manifesting  a  slight  dimmutiom 
IB  the  number  of  those  convicted  of  crime,  and  a  very  striking  one  in  ue  duratioin  of 
tiietr  imprisonment. 

ROBEBT  O.  SCOTT,  Preddent. 


1846. — General  Agent's  Report. 

The  sales  for  the  past  year  are  $7,790  02  greater  than  they  were  the  preceding  Tetr; 
and  the  stock,  which  has  been  constantly  accumulating  for  years  past,  has  been  reduced 
by  the  agent's  ordinary  sales  $3,427  81. 

Although  the  aggregate  of  sales  is  greater,  yet  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  wheat  crop^ 
and  to  the  great  decline  on  low  priced  woolen  goods,  there  has  been  a  considenbli 
fifcllinff  off  in  the  sale  of  wheatfans  and  bags,  flour  barrels,  and  heavy  kerseys,  making 
^le  sales  of  the  last  quarter  less  than  usua&  The  largest  increase  in  the  nles  was  on 
wagons  and  axes,  both  of  which  have  a  high  character,  and  are  in  ereat  demand.  Tbevt 
were  manu&ctured  and  sold  during  the  year,  8,160  axes,  which,  for  their  durabflil^, 
handsome  finish,  and  admired  pattern,  will  compare  favorably  with  any  brand  brooml 
to  thb  market.  Their  superiority,  and  the  increased  Remand  for  them,  would  probably 
justify  a  considerable  increase  in  the  manufacture  of  this  article. 

There  was  paid  into  the  treasury  by  authority  of  the  Board  $3,000,  which  added  la 
&e  sum  paid  on  account  of  permanent  improvements  at  the  penitentiary,  makes  tki 
sum  of  $5,765  28  paid  the  State  during  the  year — a  larger  sum  than  has  been  paid 
by  the  Agent  for  some  years  past. 

JAMES  C.  SPOTTS,  General  Agent 


1846. — Superintendent's  Report. 

The  aggre^te  of  the  earnings  of  the  prison  has  continued  to  increase,  and  was  greatar 
than  in  any  iormer  year.  The  followng  statement  will  exhibit  the  results  in  the  several 
waifls,  as  well  as  the  aggregate  amount  earned  the  last  year,  to  wit : — 

Ward  No.  1,  $9,536  66  ;  No.  2,  6,211  44 ;  No.  3,  5,288  79  ;  No.  4,  4,947  05 :  total, 
$85,983  94.  Productions  of  garden  above  expenses  in  money,  $430  32. 

Although  considerable  efforts  have  been  mad^  for  several  years  to  divert  the  labor 
fipom  shoemaking,  and  turn  it  to  a  more  profitable  account,  the  want  of  shop  room  has 
still  rendered  it  impracticable,  and  it  vrul  hereon  that  the  earnings  in  this  ward  (No. 
1)  continues  to  be  the  largest  of  the  four. 

The  enlargement  of  the  shops  (spoken  of  in  the  last  annual  report  as  in  contemplationj 
has  been  carried  on  through  the  year,  in  such  manner  as  not  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
manufactures  delivered  to  the  general  asent,  and  consequently  so  as  not  to  embarFMf 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  institution.  Tne  walls  of  the  shops  are  up,  consisting  of  an 
addition  of  32^  feet  wide  and  244  feet  long,  attached  to  the  north  side  of  the  old  shopa; 
and  the  whole  is  covered  in,  with  a  new  roof  of  slate  laid  in  hydraulic  cement  BAoil 
of  the  flooring  has  been  laid,  but  the  interior  arrangement  is  not  yet  completed.  The 
whole  vrill  be  done  in  time,  it  is  hoped,  to  enable  the  operatives  still  fiurdier  to  increaif 
the  amount  of  earnings.  Some  aaditional  machinery  (though  not  expensive)  will  be 
required  to  give  greater  efficiency  to  the  increased  and  increasing  number  of  prisoners. 

The  increase  of  manufactures  will  render  it  more  than  ever  necessary  to  enlarge  ^m 
field  of  operations,  by  some  means,  in  the  selline  department,  so  that  any  excess  of 
goods  which  may  be  manufactured  beyond  the  demaoids  of  this  market,  may  be  sent 
to  another.  We  have  had  sufficient  experience  to  know,  that  holding  goods  until  thej 
go  out  of  &shion,  or  otherwise  become  aeteriorated  in  value,  and  then  of  exposing  them 
to  auction,  or  reducing  them  until  they  can  be  forced  off,  wffl  not  fiul  to  prove  inyfnriolDii 
to  the  commonwealth. 

The  firat  great  object  I  had  in  view  in  taking  charge  of  the  penitentiary,  was  to  can- 
tribute  something,  in  effecting  what,  from  several  teara  examination  in  another  ch^ffo- 
ter,  I  thought  practicable,  to  wit :  that  of  meKoratmg  the  condition  of  the  prisoner^^M 
fiir  at  least  us  to  secure  to  them  the  greatest  degree  of  health  and  comfort  compaum 
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With  a  condition  of  impriflonment  for  felonj ;  and  aecondlj,  to  aeeore  from  their  labor 
a  fall  indemnity  to  the  commonwealth  for  the  aggregate  ezpenae  of  imprifonmont 
How  fkr  the  former  has  been  effected,  the  reports  of  several  yean  past  will  satiafiK^- 
torily  attest ;  and  I  know  of  nothing  that  I  can  at  present  recommend  for  tbe  improTe- 
ment  of  health  or  comfort,  except  the  introduction  of  iron  bedsteads,  which  woald 
kreatly  contribute  to  the  cleanliness  and  preservation  of  the  clothing,  and  conseqoentljr, 
m  many  cases,  might  prevent  diseases.  In  regard  to  the  latter  proposition  for  indenmi- 
fying  the  commonweeuth,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  the  earuinga  of  tbe 
prison  fur  the  four  years,  which  ended  six  months  after  I  took  charge  of  the  institatioay 
amounted  to  an  average  of  $16,781  13  per  annum.  They  are  now  raised  to  the  amount 
of  126,414  26,  (an  increase  of  |9,633  13,)  and  will,  with  proper  management,  aoon  go 
up  to  $30,000. 

The  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  public  treasury,  and  chargeable  by  law  to  the 
manufiicturing  operations  for  the  year  ending  30th  of  September  last,  amounted  to 
$11,628  28  Id  addition  to  the  current  repairs  and  ordinary  improvements  which 
have  been  necessary  to  the  institution,  ana  the  payment  of  money  to  discluuqged 
convicts  for  their  support  in  returning  home,  the  following  sums  may  be  fiurly  set  off 

r'nst  the  said  sum  of  $11,628  28.  To  wit:  Materials  furnished,  and  labor  done  by 
penitentiary  in  building  new  shops,  $1,734  42 ;  cash  paid  by  Agent  for  materials  for 
faid  shops,  2,528  58 ;  labor  and  materials  furnished  for  improvements  at  governor's 
boose,  and  on  Capitol  square,  by  the  penitentiary,  910  65 ;  cash  jmd  by  the  Agent  lor 
materials  for  same  purposes,  236  70 ;  goods  furnished  lunatic  hospital,  635  40 ;  monej 
paid  into  the  treasury  by  the  Agent,  3,000  00 :  total,  $9,045  75.  Balance  in  fiivor  of 
treasury,  $2,582  53. 

Cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Agent  as  per  setdement,  $12,141  48 ;  from  which  dedoct 
tile  balance  of  2,582  53 :  leaving  in  the  A^^ent's  hands,  $9,558  95 ;  to  which  add  stodL 
of  goods  at  the  store,  30,112  35 :  leav^g  m  the  hands  of  the  Agent  the  ample  amoimt 
of  cash  and  stock  of  goods  of  $39,671  30. 

Not  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  prisoners  are  usually  able  to  labor  at  any  of  the  trades 
to  advantage  when  received,  while  others  are  entirely  unable  to  earn  anythine ;  con- 
aequently,  much  the  larger  number  reouire  to  be  instructed  some  time  before  they  can 
be  useful  or  profitable  to  the  institution.  The  recent  increase  of  convicts,  (17  in  tbe 
year,)  has  made  it  necessary  to  incur  additional  expenses  in  dieting,  clothing,  etc, 
without  any  adequate  remuneration  as  yet  from  their  labor.  The  character  of  tbe  oon- 
▼icts  in  the  northern  and  western  penitentiaries  is  different  from  ours,  in  regard  to  tbeir 
capacity  for  profitable  labor.  The  proportion  of  negroes  is  smaller,  and  ot  mecbamos 
much  larger. 

It  will  be  seen  that  43  whites  and  10  free  colored  persons,  making  53  convicta,  and 
7  slaves  for  transportation,  were  received  within  the  year ;  that  of  me  whites,  8  were 
pardoned,  12  discharged,  and  1  died — ^makin^  21.  Of  the  free  bladLS,  2  were  pardooed, 
11  discharged,  1  died,  and  1  executed — ^making  15 ;  and  the  slaves  were  all  transportad 
but  1.  Leaving  in  the  prison  on  the  30tn  of  l^ptember  last,  140  white  males,  3  white 
females,  makins  143  whites;  also,  78  free  men  of  color  and  4  women,  making  82  free 
negroes  and  1  slave ;  in  all  226  persons.  Of  the  226  persons  in  prison,  107  only  were 
free  white  native  Virginians.* 

The  free  negro  population  is  a  moat  productive  sonrce  of  crime.  The  panisbmeoti 
for  petit  larceny,  and  many  other  inferior  offences,  are  entirely  inadequate  to  tbe  ends 
of  justice  and  public  security.  The  losses  and  sufferings  sustained  in  the  commontty 
by  these  small  offences,  far  exceed  in  amount  those  by  the  higher  crimes,  so  fiur  aa  the 
rights  of  property  are  concerned ;  and  the  public  administration  of  justice  towarda  the 
delinquents  is  little  else  than  a  preparatory  schooling  for  the  penitentiary. 

The  average  number  of  persons  imprisoned  during  the  year  was  220.  Tbe  whole 
cost  of  diet,  mcludme  hospital  stores,  was  $4,246  25,  bemg  $19  30  for  eaob  person. 
The  whole  cost  of  clothing  was  $2,080  91,  or  $9  46  each— making  for  dieting  and 
doUiing  $28  76.  The  contingent  expenses  of  the  prison  for  bedding,  soap,  candles,  oil 
to  light  the  prison,  spectacles,  razors,  trusses,  shovels,  spades,  printing  reports,  poatam, 
gasket  to  pack  steam-en^ne,  etc.,  fuel  to  run  said  engine,  tor  cooking,  and  all  ouer 
purposes  except  blacksmithin^,  amounted  to  $2,621  14,  or  $11  91  for  each  peraon;  so 
that  ill  fiict,  the  actual  cost  of  dieting,  clothing,  bedding,  fuel,  and  all  contingencies  of 
mere  imprisonment,  (other  than  salaries  of  ofiicers  and  guards,  and  repairs  to  the  boiki- 

•  Popolstkn  ol  Virginia  in  1840:  Fk«e  whita% 740^968 ;  slaves, 448,987,  free  aegioe% 49,849:  tolB^ 
M39t797. 


ingi.)  amounted  to  the  lom  of  $40  67  for  each  penon,  or  twelve  oenti  per  daj.    The 
earnings  being  $26,414  26,  amoonted  to  $120  06  for  each  person. 

CHARLES  8.  MORGAN,  Superintendent 


In  30  years  from  the  Ist  of  October,  1816,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1846,  there 
received  in  the  peait^ntiary,  to  wit :    Free  whites,  imprisoned  only,  1,378,  or  1  in  541; 
free  negroes,  435  imprisoned  and  30  transported — 465,  or  1  in  107  ;  slaves  transported, 
453,  or  1  in  991,  according  to  the  population  in  1840. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1815,  there  wero  in  prison,  117  white  men,  4  white  women, 
82  colored  men,  and  5  colored  women :  total,  208. 

Received  from  October  1,  1845,  to  September  30,  1846,  43  white  and  10  colored 
men :  total,  53. 

White  men  pardoned,  7 ;  died,  1 ;  discharged,  12 :  total,  20.  Colored  men  died,  1 ; 
pardoned,  1 ;  hung,  1 ;  discharged,  11 :  total,  14.  White  women  pardoned,  1 ;  col- 
ored women  discharged,  1 :  totu,  2.     Grand  total,  36. 

Remaining  in  prison,  September  30,  1846,  140  white  men,  3  white  women,  78  col- 
ored men,  and  4  colored  women:  total,  225.     Increase,  17. 

8lave$foT  Sale  and  Trantportation. — On  the  1st  October,  1845,  there  were  in  prison, 
19  males  and  2  females;  received  from  Oct  1,  1845,  to  September  30,  1846,  7  males: 
total,  28.  Sold  by  the  executive,  25  males  and  2  females :  total,  27.  Remaining  in 
prison,  September  30,  1846,  1  male. 

Ctimei  of  ConmeU  in  Penitentiary  on  September  30,  1846.— Murder,  2nd  degree, 
31  whites  and  6  colored ;  voluntary  manslaughter,  (! !)  3  white  and  3  colored  ;  volun- 
tary and  unlawful  stabbing  and  wounding,  4  white  and  5  colored ;  maiming,  3  colored ; 
rape,  6  white ;  robbery,  4  white  and  1  colored ;  arson,  1  white  and  3  colored ;  bur- 
glary, 8  white  and  18  colored ;  felony  and  breaking  store,  1  colored ;  breaking  store, 
and  larceny,  7  white  and  3  colored ;  borse  and  mule  stealing,  28  white  and  6  colored ; 
hoe  stealing  1  white  and  1  colored ;  cow  stealing  1  colored ;  grand  larceny,  26  white 
and  12  colored ;  stealing  slaves  and  enticing  slaves  to  abscond ;  5  white  and  8  colored ; 
forgery,  12  white  and  2  colored ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  6  white ;  stealing  bank 
notes,  1  colored ;  poisoning,  1  colored ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1  white ;  other  feloniei, 

1  white  and  3  colored :  total,  225. 

Term  of  Sentences. —For  2  years,  3  ;  3,  36 ;  4,  10 ;  5,  78 ;  5^,  1 ;  6,  3  ;  7,  8  ;  8,  6; 
9,4;  10,30;  12,  1;  13.3;  14,  1;  15,6;  16,3;  18,  14;  21,  1;  42,  1;  life,  8. 

Places  of  Nativity. — Virginia,  184  ;  Pennsylvania,  6 ;  New  York,  3 ;  Maryland,  7  ; 
North  Carolina,  7 ;  Tennessee,  1 ;  Ohio,  2  ;  New  Jersey,  1 ;  Connecticut,  1 ;  England, 
3 ;  Ireland,  4 ;  Germany,  3 ;  Maine,  1 ;  South  Carolina,  1 ;  Illinois,  1 1  total,  225. 

Coior.— Whites,  143  ;  colored,  82. 

i4ra.— Males,  from  14  to  20,  24;  20  to  25,  54;  25  to  30,  49;  30  to  35,  33 ;  35  to 
40,  23 ;  40  to  45,  13  ;  45  to  50,  7  ;  50  to  60.  8 ;   60  to  80,  7.    Females,  from  15  to  20, 

2  ;  20  to  25,  1  ;  25  to  30,  2  ;  30  to  40,  1 ;  40  to  60,  1. 

Admittances  into  the  Hospital  and  Days  lost  by  Sichnesst  from  \st  October ^  1845,  to 
30^  September,  1846. — October,  19  admittances,  181  da3rs  lost;  November,  6  admit- 
tances, 157  days  lost ;  December,  3  admittances,  84  days  lost ;  January,  13  admittances, 
132  days  lost ;  February,  4  admittances,  58  days  lost ;  March,  8  admittances,  90  days 
lost;  April,  5  admittances,  71  days  lost;  May,  6  admittances,  55  days  lost;  June,  8 
admittances,  87  days  lost;  July,  5  admittances,  134  days  lost;  August  7  admittances, 
183  days  lost ;  September,  10  admittances,  259  days  lost :  total,  95  admittances,  1,491 
days  lost. 

Time  lost  by  the  sick,  treated  in  their  cells,  675  days ;  time  lost  by  solitary  confine- 
ment, 1,025  days :  total  number  of  days  lost,  3,191. 
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'PahU  thowhtg  Ore  Number  of  OonvieU  reeeiwd  into  the  PeniUndary  of  Virginia, 
from  the  time  it  toot  opened  in  1 800,  mOi  ike  Pardons,  Dealhi,  Eteapet,  and 
Ditckarges  in  each  Calendar  Year,  mttil  the  30th  Stptanber,  1846,  and  A* 
Number  on  that  Day.  ^ 


■k 

^ 

1 

1 

■3 

1 

'3 

1 

1 

! 

I 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 
1 

t 

1 
"1 

1 

1 

"5 

1 

i 

! 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
i 
i 
% 

s 
s 

I 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 
1 

1 

1 

1 

s; 

1 

1 
1 
1 

i 

1 

1 

i 
1 

I 

i 

1 

ll 

3. 

it 

II 

i 
1 

ll 

1 

1 
1 

I 

i 
1 

I 

I 

1 

1" 

i 

J^ 

iS 

:? 

i 

i\ 

fi 

^\ 

L 

a 

3i 

!1 

1! 

IBDO 

~]A 

5 

M 

1 

~ 

JO 

'? 

III 

l*K 

i 

3 

' 

li 

3 

J 

1 

i 

1 

s 

■I 

1% 

s 

i^ 

ll 

! 

m 

, 

1 

„ 

JO 

' 

BO 

^ 

•1 

f 

ll 

1 

S| 

IBM 

i 

{ 

3 

to 

3T 

B 

I 

' 

i 

1 

I 

1 

i_ 

. 

*0 

S 

31 

lai 

s 

leio 

\i 

35 

■fl 

lit 

jl 

33 

i 

i! 

I 

W 

54 

5 

iia 

in 

, 

18H 

30 

IT 

5 

;i 

i 

3 

4S 

S 

3 

J 

114 
106 

^ 

* 

IBIT 

39 

a 

i 

74 
SO 

1 

13 

11 

as 

34 

la 

a 

1 

4 

' 

• 

B 

isao 

73 

S3 

SO 

44 

6 

6\ 

15 

M 

ill 

V 

34 

i 

so 

13 

eo 

909 

19 

Sfi 

250 

S 

S4 

4S 

i 

IBSS 

ai 

194 

a 

IB 

33 

ss 

43 

tt 

l»i 

1838 

il 

fl 

13 

H 

4 

« 

si 

3 

10 

5) 

4 

^ 

w 

ISIl 

3b 

29 

92 

1 

1 

M 

1 

i 

IS 

SI 

94 

19J 

, 

' 

a 

!^ 

41 

i 

i 

J 

i 

lit 
39 

1 

' 

' 

' 

1838 

li 

35 

8« 

a 

i 

' 

M 

,8 

" 

bo 

81 
178 

' 

, 

=• 

, 

IMS 

29 

} 

1 

w 

9 

iS 

909 

i 

1 

IM4 

i 

' 

55 

7 

's 

s 

44 

3 

J 

181S 

40 

29 

4 

12 

7 

9 

11 

~ 

Im 

^ 

SK 

5 

^ 

4S7 

438 

"i? 

UB 

"m 

"F 

~i 

lo" 

"b" 

~G 

"m 

KBNTUCKT   STATE   FRISOH.  908 

Terms  ofSetUenee, — For  2  yean,  3 ;  between  2  and  3,  and  for  3  yean,  35 ;  for  4,  7  9 
lor  5,  83;  for  6,  4;  for  7,  8;  for  8,7;  for  9,  4;  for  10.  29;  for  12,  1;  for  13,  3;  for  14, 
and  between  14  and  15,  2;  for  15,  6;  for  16,  3;  for  18, 14;  for  21,  1;  for  42,  1;  for 
life.  14. 

Color. — White  men,  140 ;  colored  men,  78. 

OeeupeUioH*. — Shoe  and  bootmakiag,  44;  hameaamaking,  2;  tailoring,  13;  black- 
mnthing,  9 ;  striking  and  stonecutting,  14 ;  axmaking,  10 :  axgrinding  and  polishing, 
5;  mnaer,  1;  warpmg  and  webtwistiug,  2 ;  weaving,  31;  wooupinning,  2 ;  woolsplic- 
ing  and  picking,  8  ;  quilliog  and  spooling,  16 ;  woolcarding,  2 ;  wheelwrighting,  13 ; 
OATpentering,  8;  coopering,  8;  paintiug,  1:  ninner,  2;  yard  hands,  16;  mnner,  1; 
vmsher,  I4  engineer  and  miller,  1 ;  nurse,  1 ;  cooks,  4;  invalids,  3;  white  women  en- 
gaged in  sewing,  3 ;  colored  women  engaged  in  binding,  etc.,  4.  1  slave  for  sale  and 
transportation. 

1846. — Physician  and  Superintendent's  Report. 

The  namber  of  cases  of  disease  in  the  penitentiary  daring  the  past  year  has  been  iar 
neater  than  in  any  previous  one  since  the  existence  ot  the  cholera  in  1832;  and 
>wthoagh  owing  to  Injurious  influences  necessarily  incident  to  imprisonment,  the  prison- 
er's constitution  can  oppose  but  feeble  resistance  to  active  disease,  and  it  is,  therefore, 
more  fatal  in  prisons  then  elsewhere ;  yet  we  are  happy  to  report  that  such  was  ita 
ohuacter  as  to  yield  more  readily  to  remedies,  even  in  its  graver  forms,  than  similBr 
cases  ordinarily  do.  In  more  than  300  cases  treated,  only  2  have  died— one  an  old 
man  of  60,  the  other  a  very  delicate  and  nnhealthy  man — and  both  had,  when  brought 
to  the  infirmary,  the  fatal  symptom,  hiccough,  which  continued  until  their  death. 

J.  N.  BHOOCKS,   Physician. 
CHARLES  8.  MORGAN,  Snp't 

Number  of  Deaths  from  December  1,  1845,  to  September  30,  1846,  with  the  cames 
thereof  etc. — Moses  Johnson,  colored,  from  the  city  of  Richmond,  received  at  the 
prison  January  25, 1843,  and  executed  December  19, 1845,  was  sentenced  for  10  years, 
for  rebellion  and  murder  of  Felix  Ferguson,  an  assistant  keeper,  on  the  9th  September, 
1845.  Luther  Nelson,  colored,  from  Henrico  county,  received  at  the  prison  January  2, 
1840,  sentenced  for  10  years,  died  of  typhoid  fever,  March  29,  1846;  he  was  very 
feeble  and  unhealthy,  and  his  disease  rapid  in  its  progress ;  on  examination  after  death, 
all  the  organs  of  the  abdomen  were  found  to  be  greatly  diseased  and  congested,  ana 
^  glands  of  peyer  and  brunner  much  enlarged.  D.  M.  Prather,  white,  from  Franklin 
county,  received  at  the  prison  May  21,  1846,  sentenced  for  5  yeara,  and  died  of  congea- 
tive  fever,  September  18,  1846 ;  he  was  an  infirm  man  of  60 ;  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomacn  and  intestiues  appeared,  on  a  post-mortem  examination,  to  be  gready 
congested — that  of  the  large  intestine  the  color  of  cofiee-grounds — dark  spots  in  severu 
places  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  and  the  liver  and  spleen  highly  ood- 
gested  and  enlarged. 


Synopsis  of  the  Rsports  of  the  KerUucky  Penitentiary  for  the 

Years  1845,  OTid  1846. 

1845. — Keeper's  Report. 

In  coniideration  of  the  losses  sustained  by  fire,  in  Augnst,  1844,  the  Legialatnre  an- 
thorized  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  to  allow  to  the  present  Keepers  of  the 
penitentiary  a  credit  on  their  obligation  to  the  State  for  the  buildings  and  ipachineiy 
that  had  been  erected  and  fomished  by  them  in  the  Penitentiary,  previous  to  the  pa^ 
aage  of  said  act,  and  to  supply  the  losses  occasioned  by  the  late  fire,  and  to  erect  sooh 
€4ker  buildings  and  machinery  as  they  might  deem  necessaiy  for  the  proper  and  profit* 
able  employment  of  the  inmates  of  the  prison,  not  exceedmg  $10,000  in  value,  ezckh 
Kfe  of  the  value  of  the  buildings  and  machinery  already  erected  and  furnished. 

The  buildings  authorized  to  be  erected  as  above,  have  been  oompleted,  the  neee» 
■ury  machinery  placed  in  them,  and  as  we  trust,  in  sucoessfiii  nae  ana  profitable  oper^ 
tion,  with  the  exception  of  a  female  pcimii,  which  ia  atill  T^fir>s»itri^  bat  k  in  aodk  % 
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state  of  forwardnesB  as  may  be  completed  early  the  entaio^  season.  Af^  we  had 
commenced  building,  we  saw  plainly  that  the  interest  of  the  institution  Woold  require 
some  few  alterations  and  chanees  in  the  original  plans  and  arrangement  of  the  build- 
ings, and  that  such  alterations,  it  made,  would  cliange  the  original  estimates  of  the  coih 
templtited  cost  of  them ;  but  as  the  increased  cost  would  be  but  trifling  when  compared 
with  the  actual  conveniences  and  advantages  arising  from  the  change,  and  the  consequent 
enhancement  of  the  value  of  the  buildings,  we  oetermined  to  risk  the  responaibilitf » 
and  have  the  proper  alterations  and  amendments  to  the  origin^  plan  made.  The  ori- 
ginal estimates  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  $9,999  14.  These  alteratioos 
will  increase  this  ag^gate  to  the  sum  of  $10,671  11»  being  $671  11  more  than  the  law 
of  last  session  anthonzed  to  be  expended,  that  is,  when  the  female  prison  is  finished. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  report  of  the  clerk,  that  the  profits  of  the  lo* 
stitution  are  not  bo  great  as  the  reports  of  other  years  have  shown.  Misfortunes  over 
which  we  had  no  control,  have  not  come  singly,  but  in  whole  battalions.  How  we 
have  met  them,  and  battled  with  them  to  the  last,  a  few  simple  statements  will  show. 
The  State's- portion,  or  stock  in  trade,  ($25,000,)  which  should  have  been  furnished  us 
at  the  commencement  of  our  partnership  with  her  in  this  institution,  as  promised  by 
the  act  under  which  we  were  elected,  was  never  advanced,  and  we  were  cut  off  by 
this  &ilure  from  a  fund  upon  which  we  confidently  depended  to  commence  operatioDS, 
and  which  the  act  under  which  our  partnership  commenced,  expressly  deciarea  was 
necessary  for  the  "  efficient  and  profitable  management  of  the  institution."  Being  thus 
unexpectedly  thrown  upon  our  own  resources  to  commence  the  businees  of  the  firm, 
we  applied  our  means  and  energies  industriously  to  accumulate  a  stock  on  hand,  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  exigencies,  wmch  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  furnish  slock 
had  thrown  around  us.  At  the  date  of  the  fire  we  had  accumulated  a  fund  of  $10,055  63* 
in  raw  materials  and  manufiu^tured  articles,  and  had  it  not  been  for  that  disastrous  event, 
we  would  have  closed  the  jrear's  business  under  the  most  flattering  indications  of  pros- 
perity. Again,  we  were  without  stock,  without  tools,  without  shops  to  work  in,  desti- 
tute of  everything  needful  to  make  the  institution  prosperous,  thrown  again  upon  oar 
own  resources.  Since  that  time  we  have  devotea  our  whole  energies,  means,  and 
credit  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  workshops,  etc.,  and  the  replacuig  of  machinery  and 
tools  destroyed  by  the  fire,  and  we  now  confidently  assert  that  the  institution  is  better j>re> 
pared  for  the  prosecution  of  its  various  maoulactures  and  trade  than  it  ever  was  before. 

We  have  erected  buildings,  and  placed  in  them  machinery  at  an  aggregate  cost  of 
$21,246  70,  and  to  do  this  we  have  advanced  for  the  institution  $11,190  65.  A  refer* 
ence  to  the  clerk's  reports  of  last  year  and  this,  will  show  that  we  have  met  the  cui^ 
rent  expenses  of  the  prison,  amounting,  since  the  1st  of  March,  1844,  to  $60^8  17,  and 
that  the  institution  now,  after  deducting  its  supposed  liabilities,  has  a  balance  in  its  &- 
vor  of  $5,799  55 ;  this  amount,  when  the  ruinously  low  prices  of  baggmg  and  rope  (upon 
which  the  profits  of  the  institution  actually  depend)  are  taken  into  consideration,  prs> 
tents  a  result  which  we  have  before  remariced,  is  even  more  favorable  than  could  luive 
been  reasonably  anticipated. 

The  want  of  a  suitable  school-room  and  chapel  has  rendered  it  almost  impossible  to 
efiect  anything  of  importance  in  that  way.  We  have  availed  ourselves  of  every  jpo«>* 
ble  means  in  our  power  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Legislature  and  the  true  philan- 
thropist in  regard  to  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  prisoners.  We  have 
had  preaching  nearly  every  Sabbath  during  the  past  year,  and  on  some  occasions  two 
sermons  in  one  day. 

There  are  yet  more  improvements  badly  wanting  in  the  institution,  and  the  yard  i^ 
■elf  is  quite  too  small  for  its  business  operations. 

CRAIG  &  HENRY,  Agents  and  Keepers. 

JHsburtemetUs. — Hemp,  lumber,  iron,  leather,  etc.,  etc.,  $15,703  29 ;  materiali  far 
new  buildings,  brick-work  on  same,  etc.,  7,415  24;  for  victualing  prisoners,  4,252  67 ; 
machinery,  tools,  and  implements  of  trade  for  workshops,  3,001  47  ;  pay  of  offioen  and 
guards,  2,955  57 ;  wagons  hauling  hemp,  stone,  lumber,  wood,  etc.,  1,411  25  ;  wood 
and  coal  for  engine,  blacksmiths  shop,  kitchen,  etc.,  747  73 ;  prisooers  clothing,  616  31 ; 
cash  paid  to  pnsoners  on  liberation,  $5  each,  as  directed  by  law,  245  00  ;^  mmiaters  of 
the  gospel,  and  others,  for  the  moral  and  reli^ous  instruction  of  the  prisoners,  as  di> 
reeled  by  law,  176  00 ;  stationery  for  use  of  office,  64  81 ;  medicines  and  medical  in- 
struments for  use  of  prison  hospital,  64  06 ;  prison  rules,  office  blanks,  advertiaeflMBia, 
etc.,  53  70 ;  rent — ground  of  prison,  used  as  a  garden.  15  00 ;  pottage  on  letten 
and  received  on  busuess  of  institution,  6  55 :  total,  $36,728  65. 
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Iteceipia.'-^Bjr  Crmig  &  Henry,  advanced  for  institntion,  $6,629  75 :  cash  received 
for  the  sale  of  bagging  and  rope,  13,800  00 ;  cash  received  for  the  sale  of  articlea  at 
prison,  1,975  20;  cash  loaned  by  the  State,  per  act  approved  10th  February,  1845, 
6,000  00  ;  cash  received  for  lock>up  fees,  for  tne  safe  keepine  of  slaves,  610  00;  cash 
received  for  hospital  charges,  for  medical  attendance  upon  slaves,  imprisoned  for  safe 
keeping,  1 12  50 ;  by  barter — manu&ctured  articles  given  in  exchange,  8,607  20 :  to- 
tal, $36,728  ^5. 

Number  of  prisoners  in  confinement  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1844,  151 ;  re- 
ceived into  the  prison  from  the  1st  day  of  December,  1844,  to  the  Ist  day  of  December, 
1845,75:  total,  226. 

The  number  discharged  during  the  same  time  is  as  follows : — By  expiration  of  sen- 
fence,  30 ;  W  pardon  of  Governor  Owsley,  14  ;  by  restoration  to  rights  of  citizenship, 
by  pardon  of  Governor  Owsley,  one  day  previous  to  expiration  of  sentence,  4 ;  by  par- 
don of  President  of  the  United  States,  1 ;  by  death,  1 :  total,  50.  Leaving  in  connne- 
menton  tlie  1st  day  of  December,  1845,  176. 

Of  the  above  number  there  are — White  males,  157;  colored  males,  19. 

Number  from  each  Connty. — Barren,  2  ;  Boone,  2 ;  Breckinridge,  2 ;  Ballitt,  2 
Christian,  2  ;  Carroll,  2 ;  Daviess,  1 ;  Estill,  1 ;  Fayette,  4 ;  Fleming,  1 ;  Franklin,  2 
Green,  1 ;  Grayson,  1 ;  Gallatin,  2 ;  Greenup,  1 ;  Hardin,  2  ;  Hickman,  4 ;  Henry,  2 
Hopkins,  1 ;  Hancock,  1 ;  Henderson,  1 ;  .Jefferson,  94  ;  Jessamine,  2 ;  Kenton,  4 
lavmgston,  5 ;  Logan,  4  ;  Lawrence,  1 ;  Madison,  1 ;  Mason,  3 ;  McCracken,  4 
Meade,  1 ;  Marion,  1 ;  Mercer,  2 ;  Morgan,  1 ;  Nicholas,  1 ;  Ohio,  1 ;  Pendleton,  2 
Scott,  4 ;  Shelby,  1 ;  Simpson,  2 ;  Washington,  2  ;  Warren,  1 ;  Whitley,  1 ;  United 
States  Court,  1. 

Crimes. — Larceny,  67 ;  horse  stealing,  26  ;  felony,  (particular  offence  not  stated  in 
clerk*B  transcript  of  conviction,)  19;  passing  couuteneit  money,  15 ;  manslaughter,  12; 
burglary,  8  ;  assisting  slaves  to  run  away,  8 ;  robbery,  5 ;  counterfeiting,  4 ;  anon,  3 ; 
forgery,  2 ;  intent  to  kill,  2 ;  mail  robbery,  1 ;  bigamy,  1 ;  escaping,  1 ;  rape,  1 ;  per- 
jury, 1. 

Term  of  Sentences. ~^Fot  3  years,  40 ;  4  years,  37  ;  2  years,  24  ;  5  years,  13;  10 
years,  12  ;  7  years,  11 ;  1  year,  8 ;  8  years,  7  ;  6  years,  6 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  4 ; 
40  years,  3 ;  3  years  and  6  months,  2  ;  2  years  and  6  months,  2  ;  22  years,  1 ;  15  years, 
1 ;  9  years,  1 ;  5  years  and  6  months,  1 ;  4  years  and  6  months,  1  3  years  and  4 
months,  1 ;  1  year  and  10  months,  1. 

Places  of  Nativity. — Kentucky,  39 ;  Pennsylvania,  27  ;  Virginia,  19 ;  Ohio,  10 ;  New 
York,  13;  Tennessee,  8;  Ireland,  9;  North  Carolina,  7 ;  Rlaryland,  5;  England,  3  ; 
District  of  Columbia,  4 ;  Indiana,  4  ;  France,  2  ;  South  Carolina,  3 ;  New  Jersey,  3 ; 
Germany,  4  :  West  Indies,  2  ;  Vermont,  2  ;  Arkansas,  1 ;  Mississippi,  1 ;  Georgia,  1 ; 
Massachusetts,  1 ;  Delaware,  1 ;  Scotland,  1 ;  Maine,  1 ;  Mexico,  1 ;  Africa,  1 ;  Loois- 
iana,  1 ;  Sweden,  1 ;  Alabama,  1. 

Education.— Stt\)enoT,  or  those  who  have  a  classical  or  scientific  education,  1 ;  Good, 
or  those  who  have  had  the  benefit  of  a  general  English  education,  8 ;  Common,  or 
those  who  can  read,  vmte,  and  cipher,  60 ;  Poor,  or  those  who  can  only  spell  and  read, 
54;  None,  or  those  who  are  entirely  destitute  of  education,  53. 

Ages.— From  15  to  20,  20 ;  20  to  30,  93 ;  30  to  40,  39  ;  40  to  50,  11 ;  50  to  60,  12 ; 
60  to  70,  1. 


1845. — PnysiciANs'  Report. 

By  reference  to  the  following  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  215  cases  have  been  treated, 
the  diseases  being  of  almost  every  kind  common  to  this  climate  :— 

Asthma,  2 ;  bronchitis,  2 ;  catarrh,  30 ;  cephalalgia  pereodica,  13 :  constipation,  39 ; 
cholera  morbus,  8  ;  diarrhoea.  10;  epilepsy,  1 ;  remittent  fever,  6:  continued,  2;  ty- 
phoid, 2;  typhus,  fatal,  1 ;  intermittent,  18;  feruncle,  10;  gastro  entiretis,  1;  hs&mor- 
inguinal  hernia,  1 ;  incised  wounds,  6  ;  opthalms,  8  ;  parotitis,  5  ;  pleiut),  pneumonia, 
7 ;  pleuritis,  4 ;  rheumatism,  acute,  8  ;  do.  chronic,  13 ;  do.  syphilitic,  3  ;  syphilis  pri- 
mary, (diseased  when  admitted  into  the  instititution,)  3 ;  do.  secondary,  1 ;  nritcaria, 
4;  zona,  1;  prolapsis  ani,  1. 

We  have  to  report  the  death  of  one  of  the  inmates,  which  occurred  in  June,  and  wu 
the  result  of  a  violent  attack  of  typhus  fever.  Our  best  efforts  were  used  to  prevent  a 
fiital  termination  of  the  case,  but  its  violence  baffled  our  treatment,  and  the  case  tenm- 
sated  filially,  after  a  continuance  of  over  thirty  days.  There  are  a  few  chronic  cases  on 
hand  at  this  time,  resulting  from  diaeaaei  contracted  before  the  iDdiTidaals  were  admife* 

53 
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tod  into  the  inatitation.  Theae  caaes,  we  hope,  by  the  prompt  me  of  meuie,  to  emm, 
bot  iome  time  will  be  reqaired  for  its  accompliahmeiit 

So  far  88  our  information  extends,  we  know  of  no  institation  of  the  kind,  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  the  inmates  enjoy  as  good  health  as  they  do  in  this.  Whether  this 
depends  upon  local  it jr  entirely,  we  will  not  say.  We,  however,  incline  to  the  belief, 
that  the  treatment  which  the  mmates  receive  bias  much  to  do  in  producing  a  result  to 
desirable.  Occupation,  exercise,  and  diet,  it  is  well  known,  when  properly  regulated, 
hpa  much  to  do  m  promoting  a  healthy  condition  of  the  phyaical  system ;  and  when 
abused,  is  followed  W  results  varying  in  proportion  to  the  amount  ofthat  abuse. 

The  diet  fumisbed  the  inmates  is  abundant  and  good,  and  probably  has  as  modi  to 
do  in  promoting  their  health  as  any  other  single  cause.  Besides  the  good  effects  pro* 
duced  by  an  abundant  supply  of  food  upon  the  nealth  of  the  inmates,  they  are  rendered 
mpch  more  manajgeable  than  they  would  be  if  kept  upon  a  scant  supply  of  indifiereDl 
fiiod.  AU  experience  teaches,  that  men  can  be  easily  governed  when  they  are  weO 
fed.  The  hungry  are  prompted  by  the  goadings  of  an  empW  stomach  to  the  woraf 
acts  known  to  our  race.  Ii  is  a  sad  mistsKe  that  the  convicts,  in  many  of  the  peniten- 
tiaries of  this  country,  are  kept  at  that  exciting  point  of  hunger  which  changes  man 
into  a  devil  in  feeling,  and  a  brute  in  conduct  The  average  daily  consumption  of  each 
prisoner  is  about  1]  lbs.  of  bread,  )  lb.  of  bacon,  1;|  lbs.  of  beef,  and  rye  coffee,  with- 
out sugar,  for  breakfast. 

They  are  furnished  with  vegetables  in  their  season,  two  or  three  times  a  week ;  Iriah 
potatoes,  cabbages,  and  turnips  are  supplied  in  abundance.  Soup  is  served  very  aitm, 
apd  is  made  of  beef,  seasoned  with  potatoes,  cabbages,  turnips,  etc.  Of  this  they  are 
allowed  to  eat  freely.  When  vegetables  or  soup  is  given  them,  the  quantity  of  meat  ia 
laMened,  but  the  bread  is  not.  They  are  also  furnished  with  buttennilk  in  large  quan- 
tities durine  the  summer  and  fall. 

A  special  diet  is  allowed  the  sick,  and  is  furnished  from  the  private  table  of  te 
Waiden. 

The  present  hospital  is  too  small  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  during  the  aom- 
mer  season,  and  if  an  unusual  amount  of  disease  should  occur  at  any  time,  great  incoii- 
venience  and  much  suffering  would  be  felt  for  the  want  of  suitable  accommodatioDS  for 
tha.aick. 

LEWIS  SNEED,  >  pv.,,^;.^ 
W.  C.  SNEED,     ]  Pl'y«W5»M. 

1846. — Keeper's  Report. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  a  law  was  passed  authorizing  the  frardiaaa 
of  fi  certain  lot  of  ground  adjoining  the  penitentiary,  wWh  was  accordingly  done,  at  a 
oo«t  of  $3,400 ;  the  commibsioners  of  the  sinking  fund  were  also  authorizeid  to  contract 
with  the  Keepers  of  the  penitentiary  to  inclose  said  lot  with  a  good  and  substantial 
wall,  so  as  to  include  it  within  the  pnsen  limits.  This  contract  was  closed  at  the  low 
price  of  $4,731.  and  the  work  is  now  complete.  The  wall  stands  on  a  foundation  6 
feet  broad  at  its  base,  and  5  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground :  its  thkkneas,  at 
the  surface  ^f  the  earth,  is  4  feet,  hoight  25  feet,  and  battered  on  both  sides  to  two  feet 
thick  at  the  top.  In  regard  to  the  eating-room  and  chapel,  we  have  to  say  that  the 
contract  for  this  building  is  closed  with  ihe  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  the 
foundation  laid,  and  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit  in  the  spring,  it  will  be  com- 

Sleted.  The  airing  and  lighting  of  the  cells,  by  inserting  eight  large  windows,  in  cibe- 
ience  to  an  order  of  the  commissioners,  proves  to  be  an  excellent  improvement.  The 
female  prison  has,  since  last  session,  been  completed,  and  is  ready  for  your  inspeetioD; 
it  is  vei*y  strong,  and  entirely  fire«proof. 

The  nnancial  condition  of^the  institntion,  we  find,  is  rather  better  than  we  had  antidh 
pated,  though  the  principal  branch  of  business  carried  on  in  it,  from  which  the  nradi 
greater  portion  of  the  profits  of  former  years  has  been  derived— to  wit,  the  manofeetme 
of  bagging-— has  dwindled  down  to  comparatively  nothing,  and  the  net  profita  ariaiBg 
finom  that  important  branch  have  been  exceedingly  small.  We  have  not,  however, 
made  the  first  dollar  of  bad  debts  in  the  sale  of  that  article.  We  fcave  been  buyinc 
hemp  at  from  $2  50  to  $3  per  hundred  weight,  and  have  sold  baggm^  at  fitmi  7  to^ 
oents  per  yard ;  and  while  we  have  been  buying  hemp  at  the  same  prices  which  ether 
mannlaotiirerB  have  paid,  we  have  been,  able,  in  consideration  of  tibe  qcuility  of  cor  man* 
nlaotiired  article,  to  not  only  find  a  market,  and  a  preference  given  our  article,  but  alM 
a  better  price  than  many  have  been  compelled  to  aell  at,  and  at  the  same  time  jkk  ear 
pQishaaeni  and  while  we  have  barely  soatained  oonelyoa  m  that  brandi,  many  of  oor 
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brother  mtirafaotarera  havo  been  cruahed  to  rain  by  the  low  prices  at  whicb  d»y  bare 
been  compelled  to  sell.  In  regard  to  the  manufacture  of  hemp  in  future,  we  are  not ' 
folly  determined  as  yet;  but  will  certainly  avoid  it  as  fisir  as  practicable.  Mapr, 
indeed,  of  the  other  branches  of  manirfactures  in  tlie  iustituticm  are  affording  so  Utile 
profit,  that  we  shall  be  compelled  to  abandon  some  of  them,  if  we  can  possibly  find  n 
mbatitnte  by  which  to  do  better. 

We  have  availed  ourselves  of  every  possible  means  in  our  power  to  carry  out  the 
wishea  of  the  Legislature  and  every  true  philanthropist  in  regard  to  the  moral  ai^d 
religions  instruction  of  this  unfortunate  portion  of  our  race;  and  we  most  heartily 
acknowledge  that  it  is  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  us,  to  see  the  manifest  dispo- 
•ition  on  the  part  of  nearly  all  the  priscmers  to  conform  to  law  and  good  morals,  sub- 
mitting to  the  laws  of  the  prison  with  chat  character  of  submissiveness  whicb  ought  to 
be  gratifjnng  to  every  true  lover  of  roan. 

We  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  a  day  early  in  next  season,  when  we  will  be  pre- 
pared with  a  suitable  scnool-room  and  chapel,  where  we  can  carry  on  the  work  of 
moral  and  religious  instrucdon  more  perfectly,  and  where  those  ministers  of  the  differ- 
ent denominations  who  have  labored  with  us  can  be  rendered  more  comfortable  than 
we  have  been  able  to  make  them  heretofore,  while  they  farther  aid  us  in  the  most 
pleasant  part  of  our  duties;  and  although  a  fiiir  proportion  of  our  best  energies  have 
Deen  constantly  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  promote  the  moral  and  religions  interests 
of  the  prisoners,  yet,  for  want  of  suitable  buildings  and  other  means,  we  have  not  been 
able  to  do  what  we  would  wish ;  but  snflScient  provision  having  been  made,  we  mtoat 
confidently  promise  to  present  to  your  honorable  body,  at  the  meeting  of  yonr  next 
aeasion,  their  condition  m  a  much  more  favorable  light  Ministers  of  the  different  de- 
nominations of  our  town  and  its  vicinity,  generally,  have  contributed  to  aid  us  in 
advising  the  prisoner  for  his  good,  to  whom  we  feel  thankful. 

CRAIG  &  HENRY,  Agc^nto  and  Keepers. 

1846. — Clerk's  Report. 

JHd>ur$emefd», — For  b^mp,  lumber,  iron,  leather,  etc.,  $29,375  02;  victualing  {iria- 
oners,  5,719  57 ;  clothes  and  bedding  for  prisoners,  1,281  63 ;  wood  and  coal  for  engine, 
blacksmith  shop,  etc.,  2,473  74 ;  wagons,  hauling  hemp,  stone,  lumber,  wood,  etc., 
1,800  56 ;  pay  of  officers,  physicians,  and  guards,  4,387  35 ;  cash  paid  to  prisoners,  $5 
each,  as  directed  by  law,  285;  tools  and  implements  of  trade  fur  workshops,  966  41 ; 
brick  and  lumber  tor  new  buildings,  388  24 ;  cash  paid  town  of  Frankfort,  water  priv- 
ilege for  use  of  engine,  and  repairs  of  pipe,  68  70 ;  travelling  expenses  to  various  points, 
inclading  trip  east  on  busineiu  of  the  mstitution,  227  55 ;  cash  paid  ferriage  and  turn- 
pike for  wagons,  haulins  stone,  hemp,  etc.,  176  02 ;  medicines  and  medical  instnunents 
for  use  of  prison  hospitEd.  60  69 ;  rewards  and  expenses  incident  to  arrest  and  iretum 
(XT  escaped  convicts,  83  45 ;  lot  p'jrchased  for  extension  of  prison  wall,  as  authorized  by 
act  of  assembly,  2,400 ;  cash  ^uid  stonemasons  engaged  in  the  erection  of  prison  wall, 
836  63 ;  moral  and  religious  instruction,  237  38 ;  stationery  for  use  of  office,  52  20 ; 
printing  office-blanks,  advertisements,  etc.,  44  37 ;  postage,  letters  sent  and  received  on 
bosinesfl  of  institution,  9  05 ;  tobacco  for  use  of  pnsoners,  as  directed  by  law,  166  25 ; 
two  yoke  of  oxen  purchased  for  use  of  prison,  75 :  total,  $51,114  81. 

ReeeipU. — By  Craig  and  Henry,  advanced  for  institution,  $2,311  20;  cash  received 
for  the  sale  of  bagging  and  baled  hemp,  and  for  the  manu&ctnre  of  baegine,  30,299  11 ; 
cash  received  for  the  sale  of  articles  at  prison,  6,287  47  ;  cash  loaned  by  the  State,  per 
act  approved  Feb.  23,  1846,  6,000 ;  cash  receiv^  for  lock-up  fees,  for  the  sofe-keeprng 
of  slaves,  195;  by  barter,  (manufiictured  articles  given  in  exchange,)  6,022  03:  total, 
$51,114  81. 

The  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1845,  was  176 ; 
received  into  the  prison  itom.  the  Ist  day  of  December,  1845,  to  the  1st  day  of  Decem- 
ber^  1846,  71 :  totel,  247.  The  number  discharged  during  the  same  time  is  as  follows s 
By^  expiration  of  sentence,  32 ;  by  pardon  of  Gov.  Owsley,  22 ;  restoration  to  rights  of 
citizenship  by  pardon  of  Gov.  Owsley^  1  day  previous  to  expiration  of  sentence,  3 ; 
death,  2 ;  escaping,  1 :  total,  60.  Leavmg  in  confinement  on  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1846.  187. 

Color. — White  males,  166 ;  colored  males,  21 :  total,  187. 

Crimes. — For  manslaughter,  13 ;  burglary,  9 ;  larceny,  72 ;  horse  stealing,  32 ;  assis^ 
ing  slaves  to  run  away,  8 ;  felony,  12 ;  mtent  to  kill,  4 ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  13 ; 
forgery,  3 ;  highway  robbery,  4 ;  anon,  3 ;  counterfeiting,  3 ;  perjury,  3 ;  bisamj,  9 ; 
npe,  2 ;  audi  robbery,  1 ;  poiiooing,  1 ;  daye  fteaSng,  1 ;  ikiayMm,  1 :  totd,  M. 
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Couxtiet, — Allen,  1 ;  Breckinridge,  6 ;  Barren,  2 ;  Ballard,  1 ;  Boone,  2 ;  Bracken 
3 ;  Ballitt,  1 ;  Christian,  3 ;  Clay,  1 ;  Clarke,  2 ;  Campbell,  4 ;  Carroll,  1 ;  Daviess,  1 
Estill,  1 :  Fayette,  6 ;  Fulton,  2  ;  Gallatin,  2 ;  Greenup,  1 ;  Hardin,  2 ;  Hickman,  2 
Hopkins,  4 ;  Harrison,  1 ;  Henry,  1 ;  Henderson,  I ;  Jefferson,  84 :  Jessamine,  1 ;  Ken 
ton,  4;  Livingston,  5;  Laurel,  1;  Lincoln,  2;  Logan,  4;  Madison,  2;  Mercer,  3 
Mason,  5 ;  M*Cracken,  1 ;  Meade,  1 ;  Monroe,  1 ;  Morgan,  1 ;  Nicholas,  1  ;  Ohio,  I 
Owen,  1;  Pulaski,!;  Russell,!;  Scott,  4;  Shelby,!;  Simpson,  2;  Washington,  5 
Warren,  1 ;  Wayne,  2 ;  Whitley,  ! ;  United  States  Cfourt,  ! :  total,  187. 

Term  of  Sentence: — For  40  years,  3;  22  years,  1;    15  years,  1 ;    12  years,  1;    10 
yean,  15 ;  9  years,  2 ;  8  years,  7 ;  7  years,  10 ;  C^  years,  1 ;  6  years,  10 ;  5^  years.  1 
5  years,  1!  ;  4^  years,  2;  4  years,  38;  3^  years,  1 ;  3  years  4  months,  1 ;  3  years.  33 
8|  years,  2 ;  2  years,  25 ;  1  year  10  months,  1 ;  1  year  6  months,  1 ;    1  year  1  day.  1 
1  year,  19:  total,  187. 

Education. — Superior,  or  those  who  have  a  classical  or  scientific  education,  3 ;  good, 
or  those  who  have  receiv«»d  a  general  English  education,  20 ;  common,  or  tho»e  who 
oan  read,  write,  and  cipher,  49 ;  poor,  or  those  who  can  only  spell  and  read,  53 ;  none, 
or  those  who  are  entirely  destitute  of  education,  62 :  total,  187. 

Agei.—Yrom  15  to  20  years  of  age,  20 ;  20  to  30,  87  ;  30  to  40,  44;  40  to  50,  19 ; 
50  to  60,  14 ;  60  to  70,  2;  70  to  80,  1 :   total,  187. 

Previous  Habits. — Habitually  intemperate,  62 ;  occasionally  intemperate,  95  ;  tenm- 
perate,  30 :  total,  187. 

Relations. — Single,  96;  married,  75;  widowers,  11;  separated,  5:  total,  187. 

Number  of  prisoners  received  from  the  different  counties  for  the  last  11  years: — 

Counties. — 1836 :  Adair,  1 ;  Bourbon,  2 ;  Breckinridge,  2 ;  Campbell,  2 ;  Fayette. 
2 ;  Fleming,  1 ;  Green,  1 ;  Harlan,  1 ;  Hart,  1 ;  Hickman,  1 ;  Jefferson,  20 ;  Knox,  2 ; 
Livingston,  1,  Laurel,  2 ;  Lewis,  2;  Mason,  1 ;  Mercer,  1 ;  Owen,  2;  Ohio,  1 ;  Penr, 
1 ;  Scott,  1 ;  Washington,  1 :  total,  49.  1837 :  Adair,  1 ;  Breckinridge,  1 ;  CanipbeU, 
1 ;  Daviess,  1 ;  Fayette,  4 ;  Greenup,  2 ;  Hopkins^^  1 ;  Harrison,  1 ;  Hickman,  2 ;  Jef- 
ferson, 21;  Livinnton,  1 ;  Laurel,  3;  Lawrence,  1 ; -Mason,  1 ;  Morgan,!;  Mercer. 
1 ;  Nicholas,  3 ;  Oldham,  1 ;  Rockcastle,  1 ;  Scott,  1 ;  Whitley,  1 ;  U.  S.  Court,  1 :  total, 
51.     1838 :  Boone,  1 ;  Bath,  2 ;  Bullitt,  1 ;  Christian,  1 ;  Clay,  1 ;  Caoopbell,  5 ;  Floyd,  1 ; 


Fleming,  1 ;  Harrison,  5 ;  Hancock,  2 ;  Hardin,  1 ;  Hickman,  1 ;  Jefferson.  34 ;  Living. 

»n,  1 ;  Nicholas,  1 ;  Pike,  2 ;  Russell,  2 ;  Trigg,  I : 
Warren,  1 ;  U.  S.  Court,  1 :  total,  68.     1839 :  Bath,  2 ;  Bullitt,  3 ;  Christian,  1 ;  Clarke, 


1 ;  Clay,  2 ;  Campbell,  4 ;  Daviess,  1 ;  Fayette,  3 ;  Greenup,  2 ;  Green,  2 ;  Harlan,  1 ; 
Henry,  1 ;  Henderson,  2 ;  Hickman,  2 ;  Jefferson,  30 ;  Jessamine,  4 ;  Knox,  2 ;  Liv- 
ingston, 1 ;  Lewis.  1 ;  M'Cracken,  1 ;  Montgomery,  2  ;  Muhlenburg,  1 ;  Mason,  1 ; 
Morgan,  1 ;  Madison,  1 ;  Pendleton,  1 :  Shelby.  1 ;  Todd,  1 ;  Tri^g,  1 ;  Washington, 
1 ;  Warren,  1 :  total,  78.  1840 :  Anderson,  1 ;  Bourbon,  1 ;  Bullitt,  2  ;  Christian,  1 ; 
Caldwell,  1 ;  Daviess,  1 ;  Fayette,  3 ;  Franklin,  1 ;  Garrard,  1 ;  Green,  1 ;  Harrison,  2 ; 
Henry,  1 ;  Hart,  1 ;  Henderson,  2 ;  Hickman,  2 ;  Jefferson,  35 ;  Kenton,  1 ;  Laurel. 
3 ;  Logan  1 ;  Lawrence,  1 ;  M'Cracken,  2 ;  Mason,  2 ;  Nicholas,  2 ;  Ohio,  1 ;  Scott,  1 ; 
Whitley,!:  total,  71.  1841:  Anderson,!;  Breckinridge,  2 ;  Boone,  2;  Carroll.!; 
Clay,  1 ;  Campbell,  1 ;  Estill,  1 ;  Fayette,  4 ;  Fleming,  1 ;  Gallatin,  1 ;  Hopkins,  1 ;  Jef- 
ferson, 36 ;  Knox,  1 ;  Kenton,  2 ;  Livingston,  4 ;  Logan.  1 ;  M'Cracken,  1 ;  Moutfom- 
ery,  1 ;  Mason,  1 ;  Meade,  1 ;  Perry,  1 ;  Russell.  1 ;  Shelby,  1 ;  Washington.  1 ;  Whit- 
ley, 1 :  total,  69.  1842 :  Allen,  1 ;  Barren,  1 ;  Bracken,  1 ;  Ballard ;  Breckinridge,  I : 
Butler,  1 ;  Carroll,  3 ;  Caldwell,  2 ;  Campbell,  1 ;  Fayette,  1 ;  Franklin.  1 ;  Fleming.  1 ; 
Greenup,  3 ;  Graves,  1 ;  Hopkins,  1 ;  Hancock,  1 ;  Hendei-son,  1 ;  Hickman,  3 ;  Jeffer- 
son, 37  ;  Kenton,  2 ;  Laurel,  2 ;  Logan,  3 ;  M'Cracken,  3 :  Mason,  1 ;  Meade,  I : 
Mercer,  1 ;  Madison,  1 ;  Pendleton,  1 ;  Washington,  3 ;  United  States  Court,  1 :  tola), 
81.  1843:  Allen,!;  Barren,!;  Boone,!;  Bullitt,  3;  Christian,!;  Calloway,  1 ; 
Caldwell,  1 ;  Fayette,  3 ;  Franklin,  1 ;  Greenup,  2 ;  Harlan,  1 ;  Henry,  1 ;  Hancock, 
1 ;  Henderson,  1 ;  Hickman,  3 ;  Jefferson,  27 ;  Knox,  1 ;  Kenton,  7  ;  Livinsston,  2 ; 
Logan,  1 ;  M'Cracken,  2  ;  Marshall,  1 ;  Mason,  4 ;  Morgan,  1 ;  Monroe,  1 ;  Poiaski,  2; 
Scott,  1 ;  Washington,  1 ;  United  States  Court,  1 :  total,  74.  1844 :  Barren,  1 ;  Davien, 
1 ;  Fayette,  2  ;  Grayson,  1 ;  Greenup,  1 ;  Garrard,  2  ;  Green,  1 ;  Hopkins,  1 ;  Hardin. 
1 ;  Jefferson,  3! ;  Jessamine,  1 ;  Kenton,  2 ;  Livingston,  2 ;  M'Cracken,  2 ;  Mercer,  1 ; 
Nelson,  1 ;  Ohio,  1 ;  Pendleton,  1 ;  Simpson,  1 ;  Todd,  1 ;  Washington,  1 ;  United 
States  Court,  1 :  total,  57.  1845 :  Breckinridge,  1 ;  Christian,  1 ;  Fayette.  4 ;  Fleming. 
3;  Gallatin,  2;  Henry,  1;  Hardin,  1;  Hickman,  2;  Jefferson,  34:  Livingston,  4; 
Laurel,  1 ;  Logan,  1 ;  Lawrence,  1 ;  M'Cracken,  3 ;  Mason,  2 ;  Marion,  1 ;  Nf eade,  1 : 
Mercer,  2 ;  Madison,  1 ;  Nicholas,  1 ;  Simpson.  1 ;  Scott,  5 ;  Shelby,  1 :  Warreo,  1 , 
total,  74.     1846:   Allen,!;   Bracken,  2;    Ballaid,  1 ;    Breckinridge.  3;    Boone,  1 ; 


OHIO    STATE   PRISON.  309 

Cbristia^  2 ;  Clarke,  2 ;  Callowaj,  1 ;  Clay,  1 ;  Campbell,  5 ;  Fayette,  2 ;  Fnlton.  3 ; 
Gallatin,  1 ;  Hopkins,  3 ;  Harrison,  1 ;  Jefferson,  24 ;  Kenton,  1 ;  Laurel,  1 ;  Loj^, 
1 ;  Lincoln,  2 ;  Mason,  3 ;  Mercer,  1 ;  Monroe,  1 ;  Madison,  1 ;  Owen,  1 ;  Pulaski,  1 ; 
Butsell,  1 ;  WaBhb^n,  3  ;  Wayne,  2:  total,  71 :  total  in  11  years,  743. 

The  furegoins^  743  prisoners  were  convicted  of  the  following  crimes :  For  larceny, 
251 ;  horse  stealing,  86  ;  manslaughter,  44  ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  42 ;  burglary, 
25 ;  forgery,  16 ;  assisting  slaves  to  run  away,  15 ;  intent  to  kill,  14 ;  arson,  12 ;  per* 
joiy,  9 ;  highway  robbery,  7  ;  counterfeiting,  6 ;  mail  robbery,  5  ;  bigamy,  4 ;  stealiiig 
alaves,  3 ;  mayhem,  3 :  rape,  2  ;  poisoning,  1 ;  felony,  198 :  total,  743. 

Of  these  there  were  735  males ;  8  females :  total,  743. 

CHAS.  S.  WALLER,  Clerk. 


1846. — Physicians'  Report. 

An  unusual  amount  of  sickness  prevailed  during  the  year,  as  may  be  teenhj  the  fo^ 
lowing  statement.     The  number  of  canes,  and  the  forms  of  disease,  are  as  follows :— > 

Asthma,  1 ;  bronchitis,  4;  catarrh,  24;  cephalal^a  periodica,  14;  constipation,  57; 
cholera  morbus,  9;  diarrhoea,  20;  dislocation  of  hip  jomt,  1 ;  epilepsy,  3 ;  iever,  inter- 
mittent, 10;  do.  continued.  2  ;  do.  typhoid,  9;  fistula  in  ano,  1 :  furuncle,  14;  hemof^ 
rfaoids,  1 1 ;  hernia,  1 ;  incised  wounds,  5 ;  opthalmia,  63 ;  consumption,  1 ;  pneumo- 
nia, 11;  pleuritis,  6;  rheumatism,  acute,  21;  do.  chronic,  16;  tubercles  of  the  brain,  1. 

Of  the  above,  47  were  diseased  when  brought  to  the  institution,  and  consequently 
had  to  undei\go  medical  treatment  before  they  were  fit  for  service. 

During  the  year  2  deaths  occurred— one  from  consumption,  and  the  other  from 
tabercles  in  the  brain — a  very  rare  and  obscure  disease. 

There  are  no  idiots  nor  insane  prisoners  in  the  institution,  and  not  more  than  5  or  6 
persons  unfit  for  service.  An  old  German,  afiSicted  with  chronic  rheumatism,  is  now, 
and  has  been  for  many  months,  in  the  hospital,  and  from  the  nature  of  his  disease, 
being  incurable,  must  continue  to  be  a  tax  on  the  commonwealth  as  long  as  his  confine- 
ment lasts.  Another  man,  with  chronic  ophthalmia,  which  he  had  when  admitted,  and 
vrhich  is  incurable,  must  also  be  a  tax  to  the  State  during  the  tei*m  of  his  sentence. 

Ophthalmia  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  during  the  summer  and  fall,  and  attacked  about 
one  third  of  tne  inmates.  Owing  to  the  want  of  proper  hospital  arrangements,  the 
disease  was  exceedingly  diflScult  of  management,  and  caused  great  loss  of  time  and 
much  suffering  to  the  patients.  The  sick  of  other  diseases,  and  Uiose  with  ophthalmia^ 
were  necessarily  kept  together,  the  consequence  of  which  was  that  the  petientB,  on 
fecovering  from  one  disease,  were  almost  sure  to  be  attacked  with  ophthalmia,  and 
had  to  unaergo  another  course  of  treatment,  in  many  cases  protracted  to  months. 


W.  C.  SNEED,    )  Du    •  • 
LEWIS  SNEED,  J  ^'»y«««n^ 


Synopsis  of  the  Report  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  for  1846. 

1846. — ^DiHBCTORs'  Report. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  earnings  in  the  penitentiary  is  greater  than  that  of  last  ^ 
The  expenses  are  also  increased.  This  latter  circumstance  is  pardy  owug  to  thefrct. 
that  the  average  number  of  prisoners  has  been  hisher  than  that  of  last  year,  and  te 
prices  of  certam  articles  of  provision  also  higher.  In  the  article  of  pork  alone,  the  Wf 
creased  price  over  other  years  has  increased  the  expenditures  probably  ten  or  twelve 
hundred  dollars.  The  apparent  expenditures  have  been  increased  by  the  payment  of 
several  debts,  which  did  not  properly  belong  to  this  financial  year,  amountmg  to  some 
lour  or  five  thousand  dollars.  So  far  as  an  increased  benevolence,  in  regard  to  the  fiiod 
and  clothing  and  general  comfort  of  the  prisoners,  is  extended,  just  so  va  will  there  be, 
necessarily,  an  increased  expense. 

We  haa  been  impressed  for  some  time  with  the  iact,  that  sufficient  provision  had  not 
been  made  for  the  female  convicts.  Though  few  in  number,  yet  left  so  much  to  them- 
selves, with  no  one  of  the  pure  and  virtuous  of  their  own  sex  to  direct  and  modify  their 
conduct,  their  condition,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  and,  as  fiir  as  re&>rmation  was  oon- 
oemed,  seemed  deplorable  enough.  Discord,  evil  dispositions,  excited  temper,  and 
sharp  contention,  would  frequency  bear  sway,  without  control,  among  them.    Such 
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being  their  ntoatioii,  and  an  improvement  in  their  condition  being  lo  deorablet 
Iteva  taken  the  reiponsibUity  of  authorizing  the  Warden  to  employ  «  female  aHiat 
wfaofe  bosineM  it  is  to  hare  the  oversight,  and  direct  the  movements,  of  the  female 
jHrisOners ;  to  minister  to  their  peculiar  wants,  and  make  efforts  fur  their  moral  improve- 
ment. Accordingly,  he  has  selected,  for  this  duty,  Miss  Mary  Williams,  of  Ooemaey 
eounty— a  lady,  m  our  opinion,  especially  fitted  for  such  an  employment  We  are 
happy  to  learn  that  salutary  effects  are  already  perceivable  in  the  deportment  of  those 
persons,  and  a  much  increased  amount  of  useful  work  performed  by  tnem.  We  would 
.feapeotfully,  but  urgently,  recommend  to  the  Legislature  some  permanent  proviakm  for 
the  continuance  of  tnis  employment. 

The  penitentiary  ban  been  required  to  perform  some  important  works,  which  have 
invohrea  heavy  expenditures ;  and  these  works  are  not  in  any  wise  uecessaiy  to  its 
own  existence  or  prosperity.  Of  this  number  is  the  appropriation  of  $25,000  of  con- 
vict labor  to  extend  the  lunatic  asylum.  About  $7,000  of  that  debt  is  yet  unpaid.  It 
is,  however,  in  progress  of  liquidation. 

The  purchase  of  a  stone  quarry,  and  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to  the  aame,  were 
made  a  part  of  the  duties  of  this  board.  This  duty  has  been  discharged,  we  dunk, 
upon  terms  highly  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  but  it  has  involved  the  peni- 
Umtiary  in  a  debt  which  presses  very  heavily  upon  it,  and  indeed  renders  the  sstnalkm 
of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  conduct  its  affairs  somewhat  unpleasant 

It  was  abo  the  duty  of  this  institution  to  construct  a  turnpike,  with  a  sidewalk,  from 
the  prison  to  Broad-street  near  the  Scioto  bridge.  This  is  not  far  from  completioii,  but 
requires  an  additional  cash  expenditure. 

But  the  most  important  and  expensive  requirement  which  has  been  made  apon  the 
Ohio  penitentiary  is  the  construction  of  a  new  State-house,  the  necessity  for  which  is 
every  year  made  more  manifest  by  the  increase  of  population  and  the  dilapidatioD  of 
cne  old  structure.  And  now  we  think  it  would  not  be  asking  too  much  of  your  hon- 
orable body,  to  relieve  our  institution  of  the  debt  which  hangs  over  it  in  the  jmrnhian 
of  the  stone  quarry,  and  for  the  unpaid  portion  of  the  debt  due  the  lunatic  asylcun. 

B.  F.  GARD,  ^ 

HORATIO  J.  COX,  }  Directoim. 
J.  BIDGWAY,  J 

1846. — Warden's  Report. 

On  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Warden  of  the  penitentiaiy,  I  deter- 
mined, as  far  as  possible,  to  rule  by  the  law  of  kindness  and  humanity,  beheving  that 
by  so  doing  a  more  salutary  influence  might  be  exerted  over  the  minds  of  the  oonvieta, 
and  that  a  resort  to  severe  and  rigid  measures  of  discipline,  instead  of  being  constant, 
would  only  be  occasionally  necessary.  So  fiir  the  results  of  this  course  have  answered 
my  expectation. 

Since  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  in  June  last,  with  but  comparatively 
few  exceptions,  the  prisoners  have  been  quiet  and  orderly  in  their  deportment.  Ex- 
cluded, by  their  infraction  of  the  laws,  from  intercourse  with  their  fellow-men,  branded 
with  crime,  and  doomed  to  a  life  of  in&my,  feeling  that  they  have  forfeited  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  community,  they  are,  nevertheless,  and  perhaps  for  that  rerj  rea- 
son, susceptible  to  expressions  of  tenderness  and  sympathy,  to  a  degree  which  would 
much  surprise  those  who  are  accustomed  to  regard  this  class  of  people  as  utterly  bar* 
dened  ana  incorrigible,  and  strangers  to  the  sympathies,  and  feelings,  and  softer  emo- 
tions, which  generally  reside  in  the  human  breast. 

There  may  be  cases,  it  is  true,  where  hardened  offenders  have  their  moral  aenaibili- 
ties  so  blunted  as  to  be  little  susceptible  even  to  considerate  acts  of  kindness,  and  hare 
Ibns  passed,  in  the  career  of  crime  and  degradation,  beyond  the  point  where  refonna- 
lion  can  be  reasonably  looked  for.  But  such  cases,  it  may  well  be  believed,  are  exccp- 
ttoDs  to  the  general  rule,  and  should  not  be  regarded  as  characterizing  the  whole  daat. 
■  A  great  difficulty  with  convicts  is  a  feeling  of  recklessness  and  despair.  Their  repu- 
tation is  gone,  the  confidence  of  the  community  is  forfeited — ignominy  is  written  upon 
tfieir  history,  and  they  feel  themselves  to  be  objects  of  scorn  and  contempt,  uncwed 
for  and  unpitied ;  and  under  the  rigorous  sway  of  a  severe  and  rigid  disciplinary  lya- 
tem,  they  settle  down  into  stolid  indifference  and  desperation,  and  become  callous  to 
life  just  claims  of  Grod  and  man  upon  them.  Steeped  in  degradation,  they  fear  no  more 
the  world's  frown  or  its  disgrace.  Vnaccustomea  to  the  mild  tones  of  oommiaerat&tf 
Condescension  and  pity,  they  hope  nothing,  they  ask  nothing,  from  the  sympathrot 
•h  "unfeeling  world r  and  when  then:  term  of  sentence  expires,  diey  leare  mk 
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pitton  Abode,  jmmhhed  it  if  tnie,  but  not  reformed,  and  at  once  leek  Aeir  level  witil 
the  vile  and  yicions,  and  are  ready  to  commence  anew  their  career  of  crime  and  wick- 
edoesi,  preying  npon  Bociety,  rather  than  exerting  an  influence  to  promote  its  safety 
and  good  order.  Thns  the  great  desideratum  of  prison  discipline,  namely,  rbforma- 
TiOH ,  is  defeated. 

Beformadon  is,  and  should  be,  the  paramount  and  absorbins:  interest  of  the  State,. 
vrhUe  the  mere  matter  of  profit  accruing^  from  convict  labor  should  be  quite  a  secondainf' 
consideration.  True,  the  uitemal  police  of  the  prison  should  be  conducted  by  a  strict 
adherence  to  system,  and  by  a  resort  to  all  needfiil  severity  to  insure  strict  compliance 
^th  nece»ary  requisitions.  Systematic  and  carefhl  measures  of  economy  should  be 
adopted  and  strictly  adhered  to,  that  the  prison  may  sustain  itself,  if  indeed  it  does  not 
affnd  a  revenue  to  the  State ;  while  at  the  same  time  the  greatest  benefit  that  the 
State  can  realize  will  be  in  the  mended  morals,  improved  heart,  and  general  reforma- 
tion of  offenders,  and  their  restoration  to  usefulness  as  members  of  society.  An  indi- 
▼idoal  thos  reclaimed  and  saved,  and  returned  to  society,  is  of  far  more  conseqnenoe 
to  the  State  than  a  few  dollars,  more  or  less,  wrung  from  his  toil  under  a  severe, 
unyielding,  and  nnpitying  disciplinary  system,  having  pecuniary  sain  for  its  chief  end, 
tile  convict  to  be  restored  under  it,  at  the  end  ot  his  term  of  service,  to  freedom 
■imply— not  to  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-men,  but  to  iho  haunts  of  vice,  and  a 
renewed  course  of  crime  and  degradation. 

Our  penitentiary  systems,  looking  to  the  reformation  of  offenders,  have  been  and  art 
defective;  but  it  is  a  gratifying  consideration  that  the  active  benevolence  of  the  humane 
and  philanthropic  is  directed  to  remedy  this  defect,  and  the  beneficial  influence  of 
such  exertions  is  beginning  to  be  felt  iu  prisons  where  cruelty,  rather  than  kindneai, 
has  sometimes  been  predominant.  The  true  principle  of  reform  seems  at  length  to 
have  been  discovered.  The  lash,  or  any  form  of  corporal  chastisement,  may  coerce, 
bat  never  can  reclaim.  Kindness  may  touch  the  hardest  heart,  and  subdue  and  chasten 
iSbe  most  rebellious  spirit.  This  is  a  principle  which  enters  deeply  into  the  philosophy 
of  the  human  mind ;  nay,  more — it  finds  place  in  the  divine  philosophy  of  Him  wlto 
formed  the  himian  minu,  and  knows  all  its  secret  springs  of  action. 

TiOve,  and  lore  only,  is  the  boon  of  love.** 

This  principle  holds  good  everywhere,  and  will  assert  its  power  and  integritr 
wherever  human  intercourse  is  known,  and  will  be  found  existing  as  well  in  the  cell 
of  the  convict  as  in  the  virtuous  walks  of  life.  Kindness,  then — a  principle  founded  in 
the  soundest  philosophy,  and  so  cleariy  adapted  in  its  influence  to  the  structure  of  the 
human  mind — should  surely  be  permitted  to  have  the  ascendency  in  every  disciplinary 
gystem  whose  end  is  reformation,  over  the  more  savage  code  which  commands  and  in- 
■ares  every  act  of  obedience  by  brute  force.  By  the  operation  of  mildness  and  pi^, 
hope  may  even  lighten  up  with  its  lambent  flame  the  cell  of  the  convict,  and  the  pem- 
tentiary  itself  cease  to  be  a  den  of  despair  to  a  majority  of  its  inmates. 

The  system  adopted  for  the  management  and  government  of  this  penitentiary,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  one  calculated  to  exert  a  beneficial  influence  upon  the  convicts.  While, 
by  the  regimen  of  the  prison,  each  has  his  own  separate  cell,  and  all  speaking  inter* 
ooane  with  each  other  is  prohibited,  except  in  the  presence  of  an  officer,  yet  they  are 
permitted  to  mingle  with  each  other  in  the  shops  in  silent  labor,  enjoying  their  meals 
m  common,  togeuer  listen  to  the  instruction  of  the  Chaplain  on  the  Sabbath,  and  share 
in  the  exercises  of  the  Sabbath  school ;  and  thus,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  have  the  dull 
monotony  of  the  prison  scene  broken,  and  the  mind  kept  from  falling  back  entirely 
upon  itself  without  relief  or  resource  from  without.  In  this  respect  our  system  is  be> 
Uered  to  possess  advantages  over  those  which  confine  the  prisoner  to  a  nearly  unbroken 
and  unvarying  solimde,  as  it  regards  all  the  circumstances  of  labor,  refresnment,  and 
repoee.  From  the  nature  of  things,  it  would  seem  that  exclusively  solitary  confinement 
must  be  prejudicial  to  the  health,  both  mental  and  physical,  of  the  prisoner.  In  every 
•yttem  ot  discipline,  the  great  &ct  should  be  borne  m  mind,  that  man  is  a  social  beinff, 
amd  thus  made  for  society,  and  that  long,  protracted,  solitary  confinement  must  work 
his  ixjury,  or  his  ruin.  Convicts,  to  a  great  extent,  are  uneducated  men,  and  have  bm 
few  internal  resources,  of  their  own  to  sustain  the  mind.  Such  individuals  depend  upon 
the  right  of  the  eye,  intercourse  with  their  fellow-men,  and  external  reaources  generally, 
for  their  mental  activity  and  vigor.  In  cose  of  the  solitary  confinement  of  such  inm- 
Tiduals,  the  mind,  thrown  back  upon  itself,  with  but  scanty  fhmiture,  and  no  resource 
from  within  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  its  customary  external  aliment,  prejs  npoil 
itself,  and  sooner  or  later  demolishes  its  own  structure,  producing  imbecility  or  msam^. 
Tins  consequence  is  illastrated  in  die  case  of  men  of  active  buinness  habits,  who,  mat 
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yean  of  actiyity,  withdraw  from  bosineai  to  spend  the  remainderof  their  days  in  retir»> 
ment  and  repose.  In  vain  do  snch  individuals  seek  for  happiness  and  coDtentment. 
Deprived  of  their  accustomed  pursuits,  they  find  retirement  and  solitude  uncongenial; 
iheir  minds  prey  upon  themselves,  become  diseased,  and  insanity  and  suicide  are  not 
nnfrequent  results. 

The  library  of  the  prison,  which,  according  to  the  rej^rt  of  the  Chaplain  of  last  TMT, 
numbered  less  than  300  volumes,  has  this  year  been  increased,  by  toe  efforts  ct  the 
present  Chaplain,  to  2,000  volumes.  Each  prisoner  is  supplied  with  a  book  every  Sat- 
urday, and  eagerly  receives  it  as  a  precious  boon ;  and  thus  the  library  wiU  prove  to 
be,  no  doubt,  an  important  instrument  in  promoting  the  work  of  reform,  and  in  aiding 
to  reclaim  many  of  the  convicts. 

The  present  number  of  convicts  in  the  penitentiary  is  498,  and  a  &ct  of  much  inter* 
eat,  and  worthy  of  particular  notice  is,  that  for  six  or  eight  years  past,  notwithstanding 
the  great  and  rapid  increase  of  population  in  the  State,  the  number  of  convicts  haa  not 
materially  increased.  This  is  a  fact  that  speaks  well  for  the  good  order  and  monlitj 
which  seem  to  keep  pace  with  the  growing  numbera  of  our  population. 

The  number  of  female  convicts  is  only  9.  A  number  so  disproportionate  to  the 
whole,  must  attract  attention,  and  afford  cause  for  special  felicitation,  that  the  gentler 
lex  ore  not  more  numerously  represented  among  the  convicts  of  our  penitentiary. 

By  a  resolution  of  your  board,  the  Warden  of  this  penitentiary  was  authorized  to  se- 
cure the  services  of  a  female  superintendent,  to  take  the  more  particular  charge  and 
oversight  of  the  female  convicts.  The  services  of  such  a  superintendent  have  been 
secured,  and  she  has  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  her  duties  with  a  prospect  of  great 
nsefuhiess  in  her  particiilur  sphere. 

The  receipts  of  the  iusiitutiiiu,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  November,  1846, 
are  as  follows : — 

Cash  received  on  account  of  smith,  hamc,  lace,  and  saddle-tree  shops,  $17,299  84; 
toolmakers,  2.394  75 ;  pail  and  rake  sliops.  2,478 ;  tailor  shop,  2,461  34;  engines  and 
machinery,  2,253  58 ;  carpetmakers,  2,496  16  ;  State  shoemakers,  254  63 ;  prison  ilopa, 
1,002  24;  lumperp,  (pn)iiiirtcuous  labor,)  256  16;  interest,  491  74;  incidental  expen- 
ses, 15  50;  visitors,  1,064  62  ;  United  Slates,  659  ;  fuel  and  light,  731  13  ;  stonecatting, 
23 ;  cooper  shop,  4,353  65  ;  carpenters,  1  03  ;  dental  instrument  and  toolmaking, 
566  75 :  total  cash  receipts,  $38,803  12. 

Additional  earnings  for  the  present  year,  f»)r  which  cash  has  not  been  received  :— 

Convict  labor  on  lunatic  asylum,  $3,534  54  ;  new  State-house,  1,269  12 ;  State  ave- 
nue, 525  60;  railroad,  104  80;  lime  kilns,  200  80;  repairing  prison,  605  60;  amount 
due  from  United  States,  380  50;  do.  from  individuals,  121  15:  total,  $6,742  11. 

Which  sliow  the  earnings  of  tho  past  year  to  have  been  $45,545  23. 

The  expenditures  from  December  1,  1845,  to  December  1,  1846,  for  the  support  of 
die  institution,  have  been  as  follows : — 

Cash  paid  for  clothing,  $3,289  96  ;  furniture,  833  38 ;  fuel  and  liffht,  1,886  28 ;  pit>> 
vition,  10,269  02;  forage,  199  31 ;  incidental  expenses,  314  80;  discharged  convKta, 
372  55 ;  stationery,  37  88  ;  teams,  92  49 ;  escape^l  convicts,  160  42 ;  engmes  and  m^ 
chinerv,  507  52 ;  salary,  8,882  68 ;  smiths'  shop,  60  40 ;  printing  and  postage.  43  84  ; 
visitors  guard,  227  66 ;  moral  instructor,  400 ;  guards  salary  to  lunatic  asylum  conTictoy 
300 ;  State-house,  do.,  687  25 ;  hospital,  186  65 ;  State  shoe  shop,  21 :  total,  $28,085  84, 
■bowing  the  earnings  of  the  past  year  over  expenses  to  have  been  $17,459  39. 

The  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement  on  the  30th  November,  1845,  was  482 ;  tbe 
number  recevied  mto  the  penitentiary  from  that  time  to  November  30,  1846,  ia  151 : 
making  in  all,  633. 

This  number  has  been  reduced  during  the  year,  as  follows :  By  expiration  of  mb- 
tence,  20 ;  pardon  from  the  governor,  43  ;  restoration  to  citizenship,  60 ;  death  firam 
disease,  7 ;  writs  of  error,  4  ;  pardon  from  President  of  United  States,  1 :  total,  135. 

Leaving  in  confinement,  November  30, 1846,  498. 

Of  the  above  number  of  convicts  in  confinement,  November  30, 1846,  there  are  wliita 
males,  438 ;  white  females,  5  :  colored  males,  52  ;  colored  females,  3. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  only  add,  that  it  must  afford  matter  of  sincere  oongratnlation  to 
every  benevolent  mind,  that  tlie  severity  of  ancient  prison  discipline  is  univeFsallr  re> 
laxing — ^that  sentiments  of  philanthropy  and  tenderness  are  penetrating  the  waUs  of 
penitentiaries — and  that  the  State  itself,  in  an  important  sense,  becomes  the  kind  and 
affectionate  guardian  of  the  interests,  the  welfare,  and  moral  well-being  of  a  clasa  of  her 
people,  who,  thoush  having  offended  against  the  laws,  and  the  good  order  of  aocietf, 
and  thus  become  tne  victims  of  their  own  crimes,  are,  nevertheless,  objects  of  pity  and 
commiseration*-are  still  members  of  the  human  fianUy,  and,  aa  such,  not  cut  off  friaii 
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iSbe  vfmp&thies  of  onr  common  natoret,  and  are  still  worth  a  strennooa  effort  to  nre 
and  reclaim.  With  such  seiitiments,  and  sach  diacipline  existing,  the  peaiteadary,  in- 
stead of  being  the  school  of  vice  to  harden  still  more  deeply  in  iniqaity,  may,  and  will, 
become,  Co  a  degree,  a  nursery  of  morality  and  virtue,  where  the  wayward,  the  vicioos, 
and  the  criminal,  may  be  reclaimed  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  and  taught  to  tread 
the  paths  of  rectitude  and  virtue — to  feel  that  the^  are  not  entirely  lost,  either  as  it  re- 
spects this  world,  or  that  world  of  retribution  which  lies  beyond  this  transitory  scene. 

LAUBEN  DEWEY,  Warden. 

Number  of  Conviet$fram  each  County. — Ashtabula,  3 ;  Adams,  3  ;  Athens,  5 ;  Brown, 
3 ;  Belmont,  5 ;  Buder,  9 ;  Cayahoga,  46 ;  Champaign,  1 ;  Clinton,  1 ;  Coshocton,  1 ; 
Colombiana,  3 ;  Clark,  2 ;  Clermont,  2 ;  Carroll,  1 ;  Delaware,  5 ;  Defiance,  2 ;  Erie, 
2 ;  Franklin,  15 ;  Fairfield,  5 ;  Gallia,  6  ;  Guernsey,  1 ;  Geauga,  2 ;  Greene,  3 ;  Hamil- 
ton, 173 ;  Harrison,  9  ;  Huron,  4 ;  Highland,  5 ;  Hocking,  2 ;  Holmes,  2 ;  Henry,  1 ; 
Jefferson,  5  ;  Jacksuu,  1 ;  Lawrence,  14  ;  Lorain,  8 ;  Logan,  7  ;  Lake,  2  ;  Lucas,  10; 
lacking,  3 ;  Montgomery,  8 ;  Miami,  1 ;  Muskingum,  18 ;  Morgan,  2 ;  Meigs,  3  ;  Me- 
dina, 1 ;  Marion,  2 ;  Monroe,  3  ;  Portage,  12 ;  Pickaway,  8 ;  Preble,  3 ;  Perry,  1 ;  Boas, 
6  ;  Richland,  4 ;  Stark,  6 ;  Shelby,  3 ;  Scioto,  15 ;  Summit,  4  ;  Sandusky,  2  ;  Seneca, 
3  ;  Tuscarawas,  2  ;  Trumbull,  1 ;  Washington,  6 ;  Warren,  10 ;  Wayne,  4 ;  Knox,  3. 

Married,  215 ;  single,  283.    Temperate,  165 ;  intemperate,  333. 

1846. — Moral  Instructor's  Report. 

Knowins  its  i>owerful  influence  to  restore  the  soul,  and  call  it  off*  from  the  misery 
and  degradation  into  which  their  course  of  crime  had  plunged  them,  and  the  more  ei- 
fectnally  to  accomplish  this  purpose,  and  to  enlarge  the  range  of  thought,  and  give  a 
healthy  action  to  the  mind,  I  resolved  on  enlargmg  their  library,  which  consisted  of 
about  300  volumes,  and  these  mostly  Sabbath-school  books,  much  too  limited  for  their 
-wants.  I  proposed  my  intention  to  the  Warden,  contractors,  and  to  some  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Columbus — they  subscribed  liberally  to  this  obiect,  and  I  made  an  appeal  to 
the  church  and  generous  public,  who  promptly  responded  to  the  call,  so  that  now  we 
have  about  3,000  volumes  of  books  in  the  library,  with  the  assurance  of  several  hundred 
▼olumes  more. 

The  inmates  have  increased  much  in  their  desire  to  read,  and  many  have  become 
interested  in  acquiring  useful  knowledge ;  the  result  is,  they  are  much  more  cheerful 
and  contented.  Am  I  asked,  can  these  men  be  reformed  7  I  answer  yes,  many  of 
them  can,  by  kindness,  and  by  giving  them  something  to  hope  for ;  and  I  trust  many 
of  them  are  reformed  in  their  purposes  for  future  life,  and  some  of  them  have  been 
changed  in  heart  by  the  regenerating  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

We  have  public  worship  eveiy  Sabbath  in  the  chapel,  and  this  has  not  been  in  vaiii. 
The  prisoners  pay  great  attention  both  to  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  the 
preaching  of  the  word,  and  the  gospel  is  applied  with  power  to  their  hearts.  We  have 
also  worsoip  in  the  feinide  department  eveiy  Sabbath,  toad  all  have  a  Bible  i^  their  celL 
We  also  have  prayer  every  morning  at  the  breakfiist  table,  and  also  in  the  hospital 
-when  it  is  convenient.  We  have  a  SiEdbbath  school,  which  is  well  attended,  under  the 
direction  of  some  Christian  gentlemen  of  the  city,  and  great  praise  is  due  to  them  for 
their  zealous  and  fidthful  Ubors.  I  have  commenced  a  Bible  dass,  which  I  purpose 
to  conl^ue. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  a  class  of  conviotiy 
-which  may,  with  great  propriety,  be  called  children,  from  14  to  18  years  of  age,  who 
for  some  minor  offence  have  bleeu  sentenced  to  imprisonment  here,  for  from  1  to  3 
years ;  some  of  them  have  respectable  and  pious  parents,  who,  with  their  families,  are 
-wounded  and  feel  disgraced.  These  youths  have  been  led  off*  in  an  evil  hour  by  bad 
associations,  and  by  a  milder  treatment  might  be  reclaimed,  without  having  a  man  of 
di^race  fixed  on  them  for  all  future  life. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest,  whether  it  would  not  be  much  better  for  the  Legisla- 
ture to  provide  a  house  of  refuge  or  correction,  to  which  all  such  should  be  sent,  and 
make  it  a  manual  labor  school.  This  would  not  attach  so  much  disgrace,  and  would 
be  more  likely  to  reibrm.  I  believe  all  parents  who  know  the  temptations  to  whioh 
their  children  are  exposed,  would  give  their  hearty  approbation. 

J.  B.  FINLEY,  Moral  Instructor. 
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1846. — Phtsician's  Report. 

I  am  nnprepared  to  ofifer,  in  the  way  of  comment  upon  the  tables,  any  thinr  wliieh  I 
ooold  sappose,  at  the  present  time,  of  essential  utility,  and  have  only  to  add  in  this 
connection,  that  if  the  number  of  deaths  is  somewhat  less  than  has  heretofore  been  the 
fiict,  it  is  possible  that  the  general  character  of  disease  within  tiie  walls  may  haTe  been 
less  grave  than  at  {vevious  periods.  This,  point  of  course  I  am  incompetent  to  deter- 
mine.  With  respect  to  the  present  year,  I  am  not  aware,  judging  solely  from  my  own 
experience,  that  there  has  been  any  marked  difference  among  tne  diseases  prevailing 
within,  and  immediately  without  the  precincts  of  the  prison  establitihment. 

Governed  by  the  conviction  that  the  fixed  purpose  of  the  directory  ever  is,  to  bectow 
upon  the  sick  every  needful  medical  attention,  I  Imve  regarded  it  as  my  first  pvofeaMonal 
daty  so  to  time  and  to  number  my  visits  as  to  meet  every  probable  emergenoy,  and  to 
rander  every  practicable  aid. 

H.  LATHROP, 


The  following  statements  give  the  aggregate  number  of  different  diseases  which  have 
occured  in  the  hospital,  between  the  periods  of  April  16  and  November  30,  in  each  of 
the  years  1842,  1843,  1844,  1845,  ana  1846,  together  with  the  aggregate  nomber  of 
deaUM  and  lost  days  during  these  periods.  * 

Diseases. — 1842 :  Asthma,  3 ;  anasarca,  1 ;  bilious  colic,  5 ;  bilious  remitting  lever, 
6 ;  bilious  pleurisy,  1 ;  bums,  1 ;  cholera  morbus,  1 ;  chronic  diarrhoea,  1 ;  chronic 
ophthalmia,  1 ;   chronic  pleuritis,  2 ;  chronic  pneumonia,  7  ;   chronic  enteritis,  I ;  con- 

Sestion  of  the  brain,  1 ;  constipation,  4 ;  consumption,  3  ;  contusion,  8  ;  diarrhoea,  16 ; 
isease  of  kidney,  2  ;  disease  of  testicle,  2  ;  dysentery,  13 ;  debility,  4 ;  enteritis,  1 ; 
erysipelas,  3 ;  epilepsy,  2 ;  fistula  in  ano,  2 ;  gastritis,  2 ;  gastroc  enteritis,  1 ;  gastric 
irritation,  27 ;  headacne,  7  ;  hemicrania,  7  ;  hemorrhoids,  2 ;  hepatitis,  1 ;  bemia.  1 ; 
hydrothorax  and  consumption,  1 ;  intermitting  fever,  117 ;  incisea  womid,  9 ;  inaane, 
4 ;  irritation  of  lun^s,  26 ;  influenza.  6 ;  inflanmiatory  fever,  5 ;  indigestion,  3 ;  intes- 
tinal irritation,  10 ;  inflammation  of  fiiuces,  1 ;  lacerated  wound,  1 ;  mmbago,  1 ;  neu- 
ralgia, 1 ;  opthalmia,  4 ;  otilis,  1 ;  pneumonia,  3 ;  pleuritis,  7 ;  paralysis  partialis,  4 ; 
^n  in  breast,  2 ;  pain  in  face,  1 ;  pain  in  side,  3 ;  rheumatism,  26 ;  BteatomatDOS  tu- 
mor, 1 ;  syphilis,  3 ;  spinal  irritation,  2 ;  spasm  of  oesophagus,  1 ;  sore  hand,  2 ;  ton- 
aillitis  3 ;  typhoid  fever,  4 ;  vomiting,  1 :  total.  393. 

1843  :  Asthma,  6  ;  anasarca,  1 ;  bilious  colic,  5 ;  bilious  fever,  21 ;  bums,  3 ;  bilioas 
congestive  fever,  5;  chronic  diarrhoea,  4 ;  chronic  pneumonia,  3 ;  constipation,  8 ;  oon- 
fnmption,  1 ;  contusion,  10 ;  colic,  4 ;  cerebritis,  I ;  diarrhoea  11 ;  disease  of  kidney,  1 ; 
disease  of  testicle,  3 ;  dysentery,  126  ;  disease  of  spine,  1 ;  debility,  8  ;  erysipelas,  S ; 
epilepsy,  2 ;  gastritis,  1 ;  gastric  irritation,  78 ;  headache,  9 ;  hemicnmia,  2 ;  bemor- 
rnoios,  7  ;  hepatitis,  2 ;  heemoptysis,  2 ;  hernia  humoralis,  1 ;  hematuria,  1 ;  intermittiog 
fever,  110;  incised  wound,  8;  insane,  6;  irritation  of  lungs,  39;  influenza,  165;  in- 
flammatory fever,  21 ;  indigestion,  2 ;  intestinal  irritation,  19;  inflammation  of  fiinces, 
1 ;  inflammatory  rheumatism,  1 ;  inflamed  face,  1 ;  inflammation  of  lungs,  1 ;  lacerated 
wound.  3 ;  menorrhagia,  1 ;  neuralgia,  1 ;  ophthalmia,  6 ;  otitis,  2 ;  pneumonia,  1 ; 
paralysis  partialis,  1 ;  pain  in  breast,  4 ;  pain  in  face,  1 ;  pain  in  side,  6 ;  peripneumo- 
nia, 3 ;  rheumatism,  48 ;  syphilis,  3 ;  sore  leg,  3 ;  sore  foot,  5 ;  tonsillitis,  9 :  total,  800. 
1844 :  Abscess,  6 ;  asthma,  2 ;  anasarca,  2 ;  bilious  remitting  fever,  6 ;  bilious  fever, 
15 ;  bums,  2 ;  chronic  diarrhoea,  3 ;  chronic  pneumonia,  9 ;  constipation,  8 ;  contusion,  38 ; 
colic,  3 ;  cutaneous  eruption,  3 ;  congestive  fever,  1 ;  cynanche  parotidea,  1 ;  cynancha 
tonsillaris  3 ;  diarrhoea,  122 ;  disease  of  testicle,  1 ;  dysentery,  17 ;  debility,  7  ;^  dis- 
eased scrotum,  1 ;  enteritis,  1 ;  fistula  in  ano,  3 ;  gastric  irritation,  198 ;  gastraleia,  1 : 
EonorrhcBa,  1;  headache,  20;  hemorrhoids,  7;  hepatitis,  1;  hsemopt^sis,  4;  bemia 
omoralis,  1 ;  intermitting  fever,  118  ;  incised  wound,  6 ;  insane,  2 ;  imtation  of  lungs, 
83 ;  inflammatory  fever,  5;  indigestion,  11 ;  intestinal  irritation,  93 ;  ii^ury  of  eye,  3; 
lacerated  wound,  4 ;  neuralgia,  4 ;  ophthalmia,  10 ;  pain  in  breast,  4 ;  pain  in  side,  14; 
plethora,  1 ;  rubaola,  13 ;  rheumatism,  42 ;  sore  leg,  4 ;  secondary  syphilis,  1  \  sprained 
ancle,  1 :  total,  838. 

1845. — Abscess,  5 ;  asthma,  2 ;  bilious  remitting  fever,  1 ;  bilious  fever,  34 ;  bilious 
congestive  fever,  1 ;  consumption,  1 ;  contusion,  8 ;  colic,  1 ;  caries  of  lower  jaw,  1 ; 
cutaneous  eruption,  3 ;  congestive  fever,  4 ;  diarrhoea,  48;  dysentery,  11 ;  diseaae  of 
chest,  1 ;  disease  of  heart,  1 ;  debility,  7;  dropsy,  2 ;  erysipelas,*!  :  fistula  in  ano,  1 ; 
fracture  in  arm,  1 ;  fever,  7 ;  ^tric  irritation,  163 ;  hemomioids,  9 ;  hsemoptyais,  2; 
hernia  humoralis,  2 ;  intermitting  fever,  221 ;  incised  wound,  1 ;  insane,  9 ;  irritation 
of  lungs,  23 ;  inflammatory  fever,  6 ;  indigestion,  1 ;  intaatinal  irritation,  26 ;  inflam- 
mation of  hmgBf  1 ;  lacerated  wound,  1 ;   ophthalmia,  3 ;   pneumonia,  1 ;  pleoritia,  1 ; 
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jm  in  breaft,  6 ;  pain  in  lide,  3 ;  peripDeiimonia,  4 ;  periodiotl  headache,  3 ;  iheavp- 
tum,  522 ;  tore  hand,  1 ;  tore  leg,  1 ;  acrofiila,  2 ;  tonnflids,  1 :  total,  644. 

1846 :  AbsceM,  6 ;  aathma,  4 ;  consumption,  1 ;  contusion,  11 ;  colic,  14;  carias  of 
lower  jaw,  1 ;  cutaneous  eruption,  1 ;  cynanche  jparotidea,  2 ;  cerebritis,  2 ;  concuiiipp 
of  brain  1 ;  chorea,  1 ;  diarrhcea,  140;  disease  of  kidney,  1 ;  dysentery,  28  ;  disease  of 
lieart,  4 ;  debility,  6 ;  dropsy,  5;  diabetes,  3 ;  erysipelas,  1 ;  epilepsy,  7  ;  fever,  39; 
castric  irritation,  88 ;  gastndgik  17 ;  headache,  49 ;  nemia  hurooraus,  1 ;  intermitting 
rarer,  298  ;  incised  wound,  19 ;  insane,  10 ;  irritation  of  lungs,  36  ;  inflammatory  fever, 
2  ;  intestinal  irritation,  97 ;  inflammation  of  fiiuces,21 ;  inflammatory  rheumatism,  2 ;  in- 
flammation of  fetis,  1 ;  inflamed  &ce,  4 ;  inflammation  of  lungs,  2 ;  jaundice,  1 ;  lacer- 
ated wound,  18 ;  ophthalmia,  14 ;  otilis,  2 ;  ptyalism,  1 ;  pleuritis,  2  ;  pain  in  breast. 
23 :  pain  in  side,  22  ;  rheumatism,  58 ;  scrotiu  abscess,  2 ;  typhoid  fever,  5 ;  ulcer  on 
leg;  11:  total,  1,084. 

Deaiks.^lBi2,  6 ;  1843,  11 ;  1844,  8 ;  1845,  10 ;  1846,  5. 

Los/2>ay«.— 1842,  4,760;  1843,5,858;  1844,6,100;  1845,6,087;  1846,4,527. 


Synopsis  of  the  Reports  of  the  State  Prison  of  Michigan^  for 

1845  and  1846. 

1845. — Inspectors'  Report. 

All  dne  regard  to  cleanliness  and  regularity  in  the  management  of  the  mternal  affiiirs 
q(  the  prison,  is  strictly  observed  and  enforced,  and  instances  of  insubordination  among 
tile  convicts,  during  the  past  year,  have  rarely  (xscurred.^ 

In  all  cases  when  it  has  been  deserved,  punis|iment  in  the  nsnal  manner  has  be#i 
administered,  but  in  no  instance  has  personal  chastisement  been  inflicted,  until  other 
and  milder  means  were  found  unavaibng  to  reclaim  ai^  bring  finder  subjection  tbe  dis- 
obedient convict. 

The  usual  religious  exercises  and  means  of  moral  culture,  authorized  by  law,  oon- 
tinne  to  be  impartially  extended  to  the  convicts.  Eyery  8ab|bath  a^moon  the  Chi^ 
lain  attends  divine  serNnce  within  the  walls  of  the  prison,  at  which  all  the  convicts  are 
required  to  be  present,  together  with  a  sufficient  number  of  the  keepers  and  guards  to 
preserve  order  and  regularity,  and  the  balance  of  the  Sabbath  is  devoted  to  the  reading 
of  the  Bible,  a  copy  of  whicn  is  given  to  each  cqnvict  on  his  entering  the  prison. 

The  privilege  ofwriting  to  Uieir  relations,  or  on  business,  if  thongnt  necessary,  onne 
in  every  three  months,  or  thereabouts,  is  ^ranted  to  the  convicts,  the  letters  in  sill  ciuwi 
being  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Agent  or  deputy  keeper  for  perusal,  before  they  are  per- 
mitted to  leave  the  prison — and  through  the  same  medium  the  convicts  are  allowed^  to 
receive  letters  from  their  friends.  The  intercourse  kept  up  m  this  way  is  nroductiyc 
of  much  real  benefit  to  the  convicts,  and  renders  them  mc^  submissive  to  tne  whole- 
aome  restraints  to  which  they  are  subjcM^ted  b^  the  discipUne  of  the  prison.  The  cqa- 
sciousness  that  they  are  remembered  by  their  friends,  though  cut  ofi*  from  their  sooi- 
etj,  and  that  those  friends  still  feel  an  interest  in  their  welfere  and  moral  reionqftion, 
lighten  the  burden  of  their  imprisonineint,  and  keeps  alive  those  peculiar  attributes  of 
the  mind,  which  are  only  brought  into  action  by  the  ftocial  relations  of  life. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  witness  a  good  degree  of  interei^  on  the  part  of  the  convio^ 
in  improving  their  moral  and  mental  conation,  and  with  many,  a  sense  of  gratitq^^ 
seems  to  be  manifested  for  the  privileses  before  enumerated^  the  efiects  of  which  am 
more  or  less  apparent  in  their  daily  conduct,  and  by  a  more  strict  attention  to  their  dntjr. 

The  buildine  of  the  State  prison  at  this  place  was  commenced  in  the  summer  gif 
1838,  from  which  time  to  the  Slst  October,  1845,  there  have  been  327  commitmenti^ 
of  which  15  were  the  second,  and  1  the  third.  Of  the  foregoing  commitments,  135 
have  been  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  26  have  escaped,  5  have  died,  1  com- 
mitted suicide,  1  killed  in  an  attempt  to  recapture  him,  and  40  have  been  pardon^ 
Other  facts  in  relation  to  this  subject  are  embraced  in  the  report  of  the  Agent  herald 
attached. 

During  the  past  year  4  convicts  have  made  their  escape  £rom  prison,  and  are  i!ti)|  ft 
large. 

The  convicts  have  been  supplied  with  provisions  during  the  past  year,  at  the  V|to  of 
6|  cents  per  daily  ration  for  each  convict,  and  a  osm^p4it  los  ^  ensning  year  h^  Wa 
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let  for  that  pnrpose  at  the  of  6  7-30  cents  for  the  same  qnantity  and  quality  of  the  ▼■- 
rioas  kinds  of  provisions. 

The  condition  of  the  prison  is  such  that  it  has  been  absolutely  necessary  to  appro 
priate  the  entire  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts  for  the  con^uation  of  the  build- 
mgs,  yard  wall,  workshops,  and  for  the  parchase  of  and  fitting  up  machinery,  in  order 
that  the  convicts  may  be  kept  with  a  greater  degree  of.  safety,  and  be  more  profitably 
and  advantageously  employed. 

IRA  C.  BACKUS,  ) 

LEWIS  BASCOM,  >  Inspectora. 

MICHAEL  SHOEMAKER,  ) 

1845. — Agent's  Report. 

My  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  October  31,  1845,  is  herewith  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. The  following  is  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year 
ending  as  aforesaid : —  /  . 

Disbursements. — Balance  overpaid  per  last  annual  report,  $456  65 ;  jMiid  guards, 
2,957  06  ;  for  rations,  2,859  15 ;  clothing  and  materials,  1,297  82;  wood,  977  11 ;  hos- 
pital stores,  (part  for  former  year,)  159  73  ;  wool,  80  78 ;  discharged  convicts,  105  40 , 
expenses  of  fugitives,  97  65 ;  agent's  travelling  expenses,  78  06 ;  convicts  deposits, 
17  00;  sundry  expenses  and  materials',  617  74;  total  expenditures,  9,247  44:  total, 
$9,704  09. 

ReceipU. — From  State  Treasury,  $8,000  00;  visitor's  fund,  199  21 ;  convicts  depo- 
sits, 18  61;  sundries,  5  00 :  total  receipts,  $8,222  82.  Balance  overpaid  on  this  account, 
$1,481  27. 

Receipts  on  Building  Account. — Balance  on  hand  per  last  annual  report,  $281  07; 
from  contractors  for  convict  labor,  6,366  81 ;  sundry  persons  for  labor,  100  16 ;  from 
United  States  for  support  of  convicts,  year  ending  June  30, 1845, 386  15 ;  rent  aoooimt, 
f08  98 ;  State  warrants  redeemed,  108  27 ;  articles  sold,  37  49 ;  total  receipts  durinr 
the  year,  7,107  86 :  total,  $7,388  93.  This  amount  expended  per  account  current  wim 
▼ouchem  herewith  submitted  and  rendered  Auditor  General,  $5,691  86:  balance  OD 
band  on  this  account,  $1,697  07. 

Summary. — Expenditures  on  convict  account  including  balance,  $9,704  09 ;  expen- 
ditures on  building  account,  5,  691  86 ;  balance  on  hand,  October  31,  1845,  215  80: 
total,  $15,611  75. 

Since  making  my  last  annual  report,  that  portion  of  the  yard  wall  which  then  re- 
mained in  an  unfinished  state,  has  oeen  completed.  There  nas  been  built  for  the  use 
of  the  furnace  and  machine  contractors,  an  adaitional  and  commodious  brick  workshop, 
50  feet  by  65,  one  story  high,  ana  in  bH  respects  a  substantial  and  suitable  building  lor 
that  branch  of  business. 

The  second  tier  of  cells  has  been  advanced  as  far  as  was  considered  necessary  for  all 
practical  purposes,  and  so  for  completed  that  new  cells  for  the  receptioo  of  convicta, 
can  be  arranged  on  very  short  notice. 

With  your  advice  anid  approval,  a  temporary  apartment  has  been  fitted  ap  oo  ^m 
floor  of  the  second  tier  of  cells,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  lick,  which  has  that  for 
proved  a  very  great  convenience. 

The  centre  building  of  the  main  prison  was  commenced  in  June  last,  and  the  baae- 
ment  story  from  the  foundation,  has- oeen  erected,  including  the  partition  walla,  accoid- 
infl  to  the  plan  heretofore  adopted  for  the  continuation  of  the  prison  buildinea.  This 
building  in  extent  is  61  by  83  feet  on  the  ground,  and  joins  on  to  the  east  gable  end  ef 
the  west  wing,  and  when  completed  wiU  be  four  stories,  or  about  50  feet  in  height 
fi:t>m  the  level  of  the  yard.  The  first,  or  basement  floor,  is  intended  for  the  kitchen, 
mess-room,  cellars,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  the  prison,  the  second  floor  for  the  oflicea,  turn- 
key's hall,  and  other  conveniences,  and  the  thiid  floor  and  above  the  same,  for  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Keeper  of  the  prison. 

This  department  of  the  prison  buildings,  thus  far,  is  constructed  of  substantial  stooe 
masonry,  the  exterior  and  partition  walls  varying  from  2i|  to  3il  feet  in  thickness,  and 
placed  upon  a  rock  foundation.  The  front  of  this  building  projects  about  23  feet  from 
the  south  wall  of  the  two  wings,  and  the  foce  side  of  the  outer  wall  window  and  door 
caps  and  sills  is  composed  of  cut  stone,  which,  for  beauty  and  durability,  is  not  8m> 
passed  by  any  building  material  in  the  western  country. 

With  ordinary  success  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  this  building  can  be  nearly 
er  quite  completed  during  another  year. 

The  prison  has  long  (Sit  the  want  of  a  supply  of  water,  in  addition  to  the  qoanthy 
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aCRitdad  frofn  the  wells  within  the  yard,  which  can  only  be  relied  upon  for  ordinary 
parpotes,  bat  should  the  buildings  of  the  prison  take  fire,  it  would  be  foond  wholly  in- 
adequate for  the  emergency. 

That  difficulty  has.  however,  been  obviated  by  bringing  the  vrater  from  the  Ganson 
spring,  the  free  use  of  which  for  that  purpose,  having  been  heretofore  granted  to  the 
State  by  the  proprietor. 

The  water  from  said  spring,  which  is  situated  about  150  rods  from  the  prison,  is  con- 
ducted the  whole  distance  iu  logs  under  ground,  and  is  discharged  in  a  reservoir  lo- 
cated in  about  the  centre  of  the  prison  yard.  This  reservoir  is  of  circular  form,  12  feet 
deep  and  13  feet  in  diameter,  and  is  lined  with  a  substantial  brick  wall,  laid  in  water- 
lime,  and  plastered  on  the  inside  vrith  the  same  material.  The  entire  expense  of  the . 
work,  exclusive  of  the  labor  of  convicts,  has  been  about  $35. 

For  the  year  ending  October  31,  1844,  the  number  of  days  lost  in  consequence  of 
sickness  and  other  causes,  was  4,40(1,  and  during  the  year  past,  from  the  same  causes, 
but  2,882,  which  is  a  falling  off  of  over  1,500  days. 

The  accurate  average  number  of  convicts  supported  during  the  past  year,  is  125,  and 
of  that  number  from  80  to  85  have  been  contracted. 

After  the  prison  buildings  are  completed,  and  the  convicts  all  let  on  contracts,  except 
the  few  that  may  be  required  for  the  ordinary  duties  connected  with  the  prison,  it  ib 
fair  to  presume  that  with  175  able-bodied  prisoners  the  institution  can  be  managed  to 
that  it  will  not  have  to  rely  upon  the  treasury  for  any  portion  of  its  maintenance. 

J.  H.  TITUS,  Agent 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  days*  work  performed,  and  the  amoimt 
earned  by  convicts  during  the  year  ending  31st  October.  1845 : 

For  CorUraetor. — In  shoe  shop,  2,345  days,  at  40  cents  a  day,  $938  00;  do.,  1,756 
days,  at  38  cents  a  day,  667  28 ;  do.,  373  days,  at  25  cents  a  da^r,  93  25 ;  do.,  265  days, 
at  20  cents  a  day,  53  00 ;  do.,  66  days,  at  15  cents  a  day,  9  90 ;  in  coopers  shop,  2,448^ 
days,  at  38  cents  a  day,  930  43  ;  ftimace  and '  machine  shop,  5,577}  days,  at  30  cents 
a  day,  1,673  32 :  do.,  162}  days,  at  25  cents  a  day,  40  69 ;  in  wagon  shop,  3,065}  days, 
at  33}  cents  a  day,  1,021  91 ;  in  woolen  manufactory,  5,287  days,  at  25  cents  a  day, 
1,321  75 ;  do.,  686}  days,  at  10  cents  a  day,  68  67  ;  in  cabinet  shop,  275  days,  at  30 
cents  a  day,  82  50  :  in  tailors  shop,  44  days,  at  50  cents  a  day,  $22  00. 

For  Stale. — Carpenters  shop,  206  days,  at  50  cents  a  day,  $103  00;  tailors  shop, 
957  days,  at  50  cents  a  day,  478  75 ;  weave  shop,  645  days,  at  50  cents  a' day,  322  50: 
stone  quarry,  1,263  days,  at  50  cents  a  day,  631  50 ;  yard  wall,  255  days,  at  50  cents  a 
day,  127  50 ;  grading  yard,  872  days,  at  37^  cents  a  day,  327  00 ;  prison  buildings, 
1,824  days,  at  50  cents  a  day,  912  00 ;  stone  cutting,  593|^  days,  at  75  cents  a  day, 
444  37  ;  cooking,  washing,  driving  team,  and  other  work  about  the  prison.  4,315  days, 
at  25  cents  a  day,  1,078  75  ;  lost  by  reason  of  sickness,  bad  weather,  and  old  age,  2,882 
days:  total  of  earnings,  $11,348  07.  Amocmt  of  labor  for  contractors,  $6,922  70; 
amount  of  labor  for  State,  $4,425  37. 

Remaining  in  prison  October  31,  1844,  122 ;  received  during  the  year  ending  Octo> 
ber  31,  1845,  .37  :  total,  159. 

Number  discharged  during  the  year  ending  October  31,  1845,  by  expiration  of  sen- 
tence, 26  ;  by  pardon,  9 ;  escaped,  4 :  died,  1 :  total,  40. 

Number  remaining  in  prison  October  31,  1845,  119. 

Employment. — For  Contractors — In  coopers  shop,  10 ;  furnace  and  machine  shop,  20 ; 
shoe  shop,  18;  wagon  shop,  14 ;  woolen  manufactory,  22.  For  the  State — Carpenters 
shop,  3 ;  tailors  shop,  4 ;  stone  quarry,  7 ;  washroom  and  kitchen,  5 ;  cutting  stone,  2 ; 
mason  work,  etc.,  5 ;  hospital,  1 ;  teamsters,  2 ;  barber,  1 ;  females,  2 ;  aged  and  in- 
firm, 3. 

Color. — White  persons,  102 ;  colored  perK>ns,  17. 

Crimea. — Larceny  17 ;  arson,  2 ;  keeping  house  of  ill  fame,  2  ;  passing  counterfeit 
coin,  1 ;  assault  and  battery,  with  intent  to  murder,  2 ;  burglary  and  larceny,  4 ;  aiding 
prisoners  to  escape,  1 ;  uttering  forged  note,  1 ;  having  in  possession  counterfeit  money, 
with  intent  to  pass  the  same,  3 ;  counseling  burglary  and  larceny,  1 ;  murder,  (sen- 
tences commuted,)  2  ;  burglary  and  larceny,  and  breaking  jail,  1 :  total,  37. 

Number  from  each  County. — Washtenaw,  5 ;  Elaton,  1 ;  Jackson,  1 ;  Wayne,  16 ; 
United  States  Court,  (Wape,)  1 ;  Calhoun,  2;  Cass,  2;  Branch,  1;  Oakland,  2;  Lena- 
wee, 3 ;  Macomb,  1 ;  Kalamazoo,  1 ;  St.  Joseph,  1. 

Term  of  Senteneet. — 1  year,  5 ;  1  year  and  6  months,  1 ;  1  year  and  8  months,  1 ; 
2  years,  1 ;  2  years  6  months  and  1  day,  1 ;  3  years,  8 ;  4  years,  5 ;  5  yean,  6 ;  7  yean, 
1 ;  7  years  6  months  and  1  day,  2 ;  8  yean,  3 ;  10  yean,  2 ;  life,  1. 
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The  following  » fi  utatetnentofthe  whole  number  of  commitmeBti  dmiDg  eeeh  ymu 
.esp^tively,  fi'om  March,  1839,  to  October  31,  1845,  also  in  what  coontiea  conTictodt 
'4ia  the  number  discharged,  died,  escaped,  and  pardoned  during  nid  time : 

Received  in  1839,  33 ;  in  1840,  56 ;  in  1841,  47  ;  in  1843,  50 ;  in  1843,  43  ;  in  184i 
31;  in  1845,37:  total,  327. 

Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  135 ;  by  pardon,  40  ;  escaped,  26  ;  died,  5 ; 
coinmitted  suicide,  1 ;  killed  in  an  attempt  to  recapture  him,  1 :  total,  208.  In  priaon, 
October  31,  1845. 

CoKfUiei  where  the  above  were  Convicted. — Wayne,  156 ;  United  States  Coor^ 
'Wayne,)  17  \  Lenawee,  20;  St  Joseph,  8;  Berrien,  11;  Jackson,  14;  Washtennw, 
^;  Monroe,  12;  Oakland,  13 ;  Macomb,  3;  Calhoun,  8;  Kent,  4;  Ottawa,!;  Kv 
lamazoo,  8 ;  Cass,  5  ;  Saginaw,  2  ;  St.  Clair,  3 ;  Van  Buren,  1 ;  Branch,  6  ;  Hillsdale, 
3;  Mackinaw,  2;  Eaton,  1. 

Color. — White  males.  271 ;  white  females,  4 ;  colored  males,  51 ;  colored  females,  ]. 

i4^e«.— Under  15  years,  4 ;  15  to  20 ;  28  ;  20  to  30, 155 ;  30  to  40, 74 ;  40  to  50, 39 ; 
50no  60,  13  :  60  to  70,  13  ;  70  to  80,  1. 

Money  received  from  Visitors. — Balance  on  hand,  November  17,  1844,  $104  26 ; 
leceired  during  the  year  ending  November  17, 1845, 198  24  :  total,  $302  50.  Paid  Hi 
iVf.  Roberts,  Chaplain,  $100  00 ;  charged  Agent  in  cash  account,  135  65 ;  charsed  H. 
L.  Russel,  late  assistant  keeper,  8  00 :  total,  $243  65.  Balance  on  hand,  NoTen£er  17, 
1845.  $58  85. 

Officers'  salaries  daring  the  year  ending  October  31,  1845,  $5,133  21. 

1845. — Physician's  Report. 

During  the  6  months  which  have  elapsed,  since  the  commencement  of  my  charge  of 
the  medical  department,  the  general  health  of  the  convicts  has  been  good.*  The  total 
number  of  prescriptions  duqpg  the  period,  is  about  420,  being  an  average  of  nearly  3 
daily— the  number  of  convicts  prescnbed  for,  about  50,  or  nearly  one-half  of  the  whole 
number — a  proportion  which,  considering  the  generally  bad  habits  of  the  convicts  prior 
to  their  incarceration,  is  believed  to  be  somewoat  less  than  occurs  in  general  practice. 
Many  of  these  cases,  moreover,  were  of  so  slight  a  nature  that  withont  the  waUa  of  the 
prison,  they  would  have  been  treated  only  with  domestic  appliances. 

In  none  of  the  cases  can  the  influence  of  the  discipline  or  hygienic  reffulationa  of  the 
prison  be  traced — on  the  contrary  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  reflnoIaritY  of  habits 
mduced  by  the  discipline,  and  the  simplicity  and  wholesome  nature  m  Uie  diet  and  re- 
gimen exert  a  highly  salutary  influence  upon  the  health  of  the  convicts. 

A  reference  to  the  hospital  register  shows  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  diseam 
oocnrred  during  the  latter  part  of  summer  and  the  earlier  autumnal  months,  a  feet 
which  finds  its  explanation  in  the  greater  intensity  of  the  endemic  influence  at  that  jp»> 
riod — yet  such  has  been  the  general  healthfulness  of  the  season,  that  comparativeiy  few 
cases  of  remittent,  none  of  continued  fever,  and  not  a  single  death,  have  occurred 

A.  SAGER,  Phyi'  ~ 

1846. — Inspectors'  Report. 

The  earnings  of  the  convicts  for  the  year  have  been  $11,016  63,  showing  an 
of  expenditures  over  earnings  of  $7,987  76. 

During  the  ensuing  year,  all  reasonable  efibrts  will  be  made  to  adopt  and  oany  cmt 
the  policy  of  having  as  great  a  number  engaged  on  contracts  as  can  possibly  be  sparad 
from  other  branches  of  labor :  and  for  the  support  of  the  prison,  we  shall  endeavor  to 
rely  more  upon  the  receipts  from  the  labor  of  convicts,  and  less  upon  the  treasary,  Chm 
heretofore,  unless  it  may  be  thought  advisable  to  proceed  with  the  erection  and  cott- 
plc»tion  of  the  centre  or  main  building,  which  has  already  been  commenced.  TIub 
building,  in  its  present  condition,  is  of  no  possible  utility,  besides  being  liable  to  oob- 
tinnal  damage,  and  its  completion  is  very  material  to  the  management  and  welfere  of 
the  prison,  as  well  as  very  important  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the  convicts. 

Experience  has  clearly  demonstrated,  that  the  laws  at  present  in  force  felatinff  to  tba 
State  prison,  are  entirely  inadequate  for  the  purposes  of  good  government  Ae  law 
commences  by  stating  that  *'  the  prison  shall  be  under  uie  direction  and  govemmeaft 
of  three  Inspectors,"  while  in  its  after  provisions  it  renders  their  povrer  a  noUitf,  en- 
oept  in  providing  roles  and  regnlatJons,  leeying  them  withont  powar  to 
those  to  be  enforced. 
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The  Uw  does  uot  make  the  Agent  the  execatiye  officer  of  the  prison  nnder  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Inspectora,  and  is  entirely  wanting  in  that  cleamen  and  per- 
•picui^  in  pointing  out  the  duties  of  the  two  offices,  which  should  be  definitdy 
exiiresaed. 

At  present,  all  moneys  received  for  the  labor  of  convicts  can  be  expended  by  die 
Agent  as  his  judgment  may  dictate,  without  the  advice  or  consent  of  any  other  officer 
oT  the  prison,  he  reporiing  monthly  to  the  Inspectors  the  amount  and  objects  of  the 
expenditures.  He  has  also  sole  charge  of  the  building  department,  and  may  extend  or 
oontract  the  building  operations  without  reference  to  the  opinions  of  the  Inspectors. 
The  labor  of  the  convicts  can  be,  and  has  been,  leased  by  him  to  one  bidder,  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Inspectors,  requesting  him  to  lease  the 
men  to  another  and  a  hi|^ner  bidder.  The  operatiun  of  the  present  system  cannot  be 
better  exemplified  than  by  appending  a  statement  of  fisK^ts  in  connection  with  the  letting 
of  the  last  contract  for  convict  labof. 

The  Agent  advertised  for  sealed  proposals :  the  bids  being  submitted,  it  was  foand 
that  one  bid  was  for  from  20  to  30  men  at  38  cents  per  day :  another  bid  was  for  from 
30  to  50  men  at  28  cents  per  day ;  both  bidders  being  considered  perfectly  responsible. 
A  miyori^  of  the  Board  decided  in  tavor  of  the  highett  bid,  and  recommended  die 
Agent  to  accept  it  and  execute  a  contract ;  but,  after  mature  deliberation,  he  decided 
to  accept  of  tne  lowest  bid,  and  executed  a  contract.  This  was  done  in  accordance 
with  a  written  stipulation,  which  the  Agent  had  given  before  the  letting  of  the  labor 
had  been  advertised,  that  he  (the  lowest  bidder)  should  have  the  labor  of  the  men  at 
a  stipulated  price,  provided  he  should  notify  the  Asent  within  a  given  leneth  of  time 
that  he  would  accept  of  the  proposition ;  which  notice  the  bidder  gave.  After  making 
his  decision,  the  Agent  proceeded  to  execute  a  contract  without  exnibiting  it  to  the  In- 
•pectors  or  counseling  or  advising  with  them,  which  contract  was  so  contrary  to  the 
terms  of  the  bid,  that  when  it  was  presented  to  the  Inspectors,  the  following  resolution 
vras  adopted  by  them  and  placed  upon  the  record  of  the  Board : 

"  Resolved,  That  for  the  following  reasons,  the  Board  cannot  approve  of  the  contract 
recently  made  with  Pinney,  Howard,  and  Co.,  to  wit:  There  are  more  kinds  or 
branches  of  business  included  in  said  contract  than  were  bid  for,  namely,  carpet  wear- 
ing, coach  and  harness  plating,  and  plating  generally ;  also,  the  fumbhing  of  water  to  a 
sreater  extent  than  was  understood  when  the  bid  was  accepted — the  agreement  to 
furnish  a  store-house  for  materials  and  manufactured  articles — the  granting  to  them  the 
use  of  the  steam-engine,  without  the  provision  that  they  were  not  to  have  the  use  of 
the  same  after  they  procured  one  of  their  own — the  withholding  from  the  State  the 
privilege  of  letting  any  one  or  more  of  the  trades  named  in  the  bid,  which  they  did  not 
intend  to  prosecute — and  also  for  giving  them  a  preference  in  letting  a  new  contract, 
sifter  the  expiration  of  the  one  under  consideration.  The  Board  consider  the  foregoinsr 
provisions  as  embraced  in  said  contract  contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  ong^u 
miderstanding  with  Mr.  Pinney,  who  acted  for  Pinney,  Howard,  and  Co.,  when  ueir 
proposal  was  accepted." 

Much  embarrassment  is  now  experienced  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  a  part  of 
the  contractors  to  pay  for  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  according  to  the  stipolations  of  their 
contracts. 

The  difficulty  mainly  arises  from  there  being  no  clause  in  the  contracts  by  which  thej 
become  forfeited,  if  the  contractor  fails  to  pay.  We  would  therefore  recommend  that 
the  law  be  so  amended,  that  in  all  contracts  hereafter  let,  a  failure  to  pay  according  to 
the  stipulations  of  the  contract  would  (at  the  discretion  of  the  Agent  and  Inspectors) 
forfeit  and  annul  the  same. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  last  session,  in  adopting  the  revised  statutes,  having  decided 
to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  various  officers  of  the  prison,  we  cannot,  in  justice  to  the 
future  welfare  of  this  institution,  abstain  from  expressing  our  opinion  that  the  present 
salaries  are  already  sufficiently  low,  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  men  quali- 
fied for  the  stations  at  any  reduction  from,  the  present  rates. 

We  think  the  conclusion  is  reasonable,  that  the  business  talent  required  cannot  be 
commanded  at  any  less  than  the  salaries  now  paid. 

There  is  perhaps  no  officer  in  the  State  requiring  so  great  versatility  of  talent  as  the 
agent  of  this  prison ;  requiring  integrity,  decision,  and  ousiness  abilities  in  conducting 
the  financial  affairs,  in  prosecuting  the  prison  buildings,  and  in  having  the  convicts 
Bt^ulily  and  advantageously  employed,  combined  with  benevolence,  firmness,  and  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  human  nature,  to  enable  him  to  obtain  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  convicts;  for  without  these,  a  proper  degree  of  diKqiline  oaniiot  be 
maintained. 
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One  of  the  most  important  conaiderationB  in  the  government  of  tfaia  prison  shoold  be 
the  reformation  of  the  convicts.  We  conceive  that  the  State  would  derive  greater 
benefits  from  the  practical  reformation  of  these  men,  or  a  portion  of  them,  than  from 
any  sum  they  may  be  made  to  earn  while  confined  here ;  so  that  when  their  sentmices 
expire,  they  will  leave  the  prison  with  a  determination  to  earn  an  honest  livelihood, 
respect  the  laws,  and  redeem  their  lost  character. 

We  are  now  restricted  by  law  to  paying  $100  as  the  salary  of  the  chaplain,  and  as 
we  deem  it  of  paramount  importance  towards  the  reformation  of  the  convicts  that  the 
chaplain  should  devote  more  time  to  their  iiistructiun  than  can  be  asked  or  expected 
for  the  present  salary,  we  would  recommend  that  the  restriction  be  removed. 

We  would  also  suggest  whether  it  would  not  have  a  great  tendency  towards  the  t^ 
formation  of  the  convicts,  if  the  Legislature  would,  by  law,  allow  the  Inspectors  to 
adopt  rules  by  which  the  prisoners  could  be  classificNi  and  rewarded  as  they  were 
found  worthy  ;  the  reward  to  consist  of  a  small  portion  of  their  earnings,  and  to  be  paid 
to  them  when  they  leave  the  prison.  Under  the  present  law,  the  convicts,  witnont 
distinction,  receive  $3  each  upon  their  discharge.  This  amount  is  so  small  that  many 
of  them  are  driven  to  commit  crime  from  necessity ;  looked  upon  with  suspicion,  on- 
able  to  obtain  employment,  without  the  means  of  support  until  tliey  can  get  wh«ne  they 
are  unknown,  they  become  desperate :  the  commission  of  crime,  detection,  and  re- 
commitment to  prison,  follow  almost  as  a  matter  of  course.  Would  this  be  so,  if  the 
convict  knew  that  by  a  proper  course  of  conduct  during  his  confinement,  he  yras  laying 
up  a  small  store  that  would  support  him  until  he  could  find  and  obtain  employment  f 

IRA  C.  BACKUS,  ) 

LEWIS  BA8C0M,  >  Inspecton. 

MICHAEL  SHOEMAKER,   > 


1846. — Agent's  Report. 

It  has  not  been  considered  necessary  to  construct  any  additional  cells  doring  die  past 
season,  as  I  found  the  second  tier  in  such  a  state  of  progress,  that  new  cells  coald  be 
fitted  np  for  occupation,  with  very  little  time  and  labor. 

The  centre  or  main  prison  building  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  reported  by  my 
predecessor,  with  only  the  basement  walls  erected,  it  bavins  been  impractKable  to 
progress  with  it  in  consequence  of  other  and  more  important  improvements,  to  which 
my  attention  and  the  means  of  the  prison  have  been  directed.  Additional  shop  room, 
having  in  view  a  suitable  and  proper  division  of  the  various  branches  of  labor  under 
contract,  seemed  to  be  required  to  accommodate  the  contractors  in  the  mechanical 
trades,  and  to  obviate  the  inconvenience,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  make  a  very  con- 
siderable addition  to  the  range  of  shops.  In  fartherance  of  that  object,  a  new  and 
commodious  brick  shop  has  been  completed,  100  feet  in  length  by  35  feet  in  breadth, 
2  stories  high,  running  east  and  west,  and  forming  a  right  angle  with  the  preyvms 
ran^e ;  also  on  the  east  end  of  the  new  shop,  there  has  been  built  a  substantial  brid[ 
engine-house,  of  sufficient  dimensions  for  an  engine  of  eighty  horse  power;  one  of 
wmch,  to  half  that  extent,  now  being  in  process  of  construction  by  Messrs.  Pinney, 
Howard,  and  Co.  The  shop,  occupied  by  the  iron  foundry  contractor  has  been  ex* 
tended  ab6ut  76  feet  of  its  length,  in  place  of  the  old  wooden  building  which  has  here- 
tofore  stood  adjoining  the  foundry,  and  temporarily  used  for  that  purpose. 

There  are  now  within  the  yard,  workshops  to  the  following  extent:  The  north  and 
south  range  is  1  story  hi^h,  310  feet  in  length  by  35  feet  in  breadth,  separated  into  3 
apartments  by  brick  partitions,  and  is  now  occupied  by  the  coopers,  shoemakers,  wagon 
makers  and  blacksmiths,  steam-engine,  and  by  some  portions  of  the  manufacturing  ma- 
chinery. The  east  and  west  ran^e — the  new  shop  before  mentioned — is  100  feet  m 
length  by  35  feet  in  breadth,  and  is  now,  together  with  the  engine-house,  occupied  by 
Messrs.  rinney,  Howard,  and  Co.,  contractors  for  sundry  branches,  which  are  here- 
after more  particularly  enumerated. 

The  iron  foundry  shop,  which  stands  in  the  centre  of  the  yard,  is  1  story  high,  136 
feet  in  length,  by  56  feet  wide.  The  above  buildings  ar6  all  built  of  brick,  laid  apoa 
suitable  stone  foundation  walls,  and  are  well  supported  with  timbers  and  covered  with 
good  pine  shingle  roofs. 

A.  FERRIS,  Agent 

The  following  are  the  receipts  and  expenditures  daring  the  yeur  ending  October 
31,  1846:—- 
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Jteen|rt«.— Balance  on  hand  Ckstober  31, 1845,  $215  80 ;  received  from  State  treasary, 
6,500;  contractors  for  labor, 6,523  65;  sundry  persons  for  rent, article*  sold, etc.,  448  52; 
viaitoi^s  fund,  141  19 ;  from  United  States,  support  of  cofivicts,  160  82 ;  for  conncts,  on 
deposit,  11  60:  total,  $14,001  58. 

DUhursements — Paid  guards,  $2,769  48;  rations,  2,818  85;  clothing  and  bedding, 
and  materiaKn.  1,438  96 ;  wood,  928  34 ;  wool,  289  19;  medicines  and  hospital  stores, 
183  66;  fugitives,  195  78;  discharged  convicts,  08  00;  agent^s  travelling  expenses, 
30  25;  convicts  deposits,  15  63  ;  expense  account,  (convict  department,)  844  39 :  total 
expended  for  support  of  convict  department,  $9,6 12  53  ;  add  building  and  repairs  ao- 
ccNint,  4,385  86 :  total  expenditures,  $13,998  39.  Balance  on  hand  Oct.  31, 1846,  $3  19. 
The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  earnings  of  the  convicts  for  the  year  ending  Octo* 
ber31,  1846:— 

On  Contract*. — Iron  foundry,  5.577^  days  at  30  cents  a  day,  $1,673  47 ;  do.  58^  days, 
25c  a  day,  13  38 ;  shoe  shop,  3,320:^  days,  40c  a  day,  1,328  10 ;  do.  452il  days,  25c  n 
day,  113  12;  do.  616|^  days,  20c  a  day,  123  30;  do.  294  days,  15c  a  day,  44  10;  do. 
133^  days,  10c  a  day,  13  35 ;  do.  40^  days,  12||c  a  day.  5  06 :  coopers  shop,  3,011  days, 
38c  a  day,  1,143  88*;  wagon  shop,  4,606|  days,  33|c  a  day,  1,535  58;  woolen  factory, 
3,019^  days,  25c  a  day,  754  88 ;  do.  115  days,  10c  a  day,  1 1  50 ;  do.  2,488  days,  28o  a 
day,  696  78 :  total  earned  on  contracts,  $7,456  50. 

For  the  State, — Prison  buildings,  1,590  days,  at  50  cents  a  day,  $795 ;  stone  qnairy, 
942  days,  50c  a  day,  471 ;  tailors  shop,  1,200  days,  50c  a  day,  600;  grading  yard,  1,023 
days,  37|^c  a  day,  383  63 ;  stocking  loom,  146  days,  50c  a  day,  73;  cutting  stone,  298 
days,  75c  a  day,  223  50 ;  various  State  work,  4,056  days,  25c  a  day,  1,014 ;  lost  by  nek* 
ness,  bad  weather,  and  old  age,  4,612  days.     Total  earnings,  $11,016  63. 

Number  of  convicts  in  prison  October  31,  1845,  119  ;  received  during  the  year  and- 
ing  October  31,  1846,  40:  total,  159. 

Number  discharged,  etc.,  during  the  yoar  ending  October  31,  1846 :  by  ezpiratioo 
of  sentence,  24;  b^  pardon,  9;  escaped,  3;  died,  1 :  total,  37. 
Number  remainmg  in  prison  October  31,  1846,  122. 

Emphyment. — For  contractors  in  coopers  shop,  11 ;  iron  foundry,  20 ;  shoe  shop,  18 ; 
'wagon  shop,  16 ;  woolen  factory,  etc.,  24 :  total  on  contracts,  89. 

For  tbe  State^ — tailor's  shop.  4  ;   cutting  stone,  2 ;   carpenter  work,  3 ;  teamsters,  2 ; 
•Cone  Quarry,  5 ;   mason  work,  4 ;   hospital,  1 ;   barber,  1 ;   wash  room,  kitchen,  and 
prison  hall,  7  ;  females,  2  ;  aged,  and  infirm,  (unemployed,)  2. 
White  persons,  108 ;  colored  persons,  14. 

The  number  of  convicts  received  into  prison,  the  crimes  for  which  they  were  con- 
Ticted,  and  the  counties  in  which  they  were  sentenced,  during  the  year  ending  October 
31,  1846,  are  as  follows : — 

Crimes. — Larceny,  14  ;  forgery,  3 ;  peijury,  2  ;  burdary  and  larceny,  5 ;  having  in 
possession  counterfeit  bills  with  intent  to  pass  the  same,  o ;  voting  at  an  election  know- 
mx  himself  to  be  unqualified,  1 ;  assault  with  dangerous  weapons  with  intent  to  ooook 
mit  murder,  4 ;  keeping  house  of  ill-fame,  1 ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  1 ;  forging 
and  counterfeiting  promissory  notes,  1 ;  counterfeiting  and  aiding  and  assisting  in  conn* 
terfeiting  U.  S.  coin,  2 ;  assisting  prisoner  to  escape  from  State  prison,  1 ;  carnally 
knowing  a  female  under  10  years  of  age,  and  assault,  etc.,  1 ;  escaped  and  retaken,  1 : 
total,  40. 

Number  from  each  County. — Branch,  1 ;  Monroe,  6  ;  Wayne,  14 ;  do.  U.  S.  Court,  2; 
St  Joseph,  1 :  Lenawee,  5 ;  Calhoun,  4 ;  Clinton,  1 ;  Jackson,  1 ;  St  Clan*,  1 ;  Map 
comb,  2 ;  Kalamazoo.  1 ;  escaped,  retaken,  1. 

Term  of  Sentences. — For  6  months  and  1  day.  2 ;  1  year,  7 ;  1  year  6  months,  1 ;  2 
•years,  5 ;  3  years,  10 ;  4  yean,  2 ;  5  years,  2 ;  6  years,  3 ;  7  yean,  2 ;  8  years,  1 ;  9 
yean,  I ;  10  yean,  2 ;  20  yean,  1 ;  escaped,  retaken,  1. 

Synopsis  of  the  several  Contracts  now  existing  for  ike  employ wlknt  of  Convicts  at  the 

Mechanical  Trades. 
George  H.  Wilcox,  contractor  for  from  15  to  20  convicts  at  shoemaking,  at  40  cents 
per  day,  contract  to  continue  five  yean  from  April  1,  1845. 

D.  Fisher  &  Co.,  (formerly  Eaton  &  Co.,)  contracton  for  from  10  to  15  convicts,  at 
38  cents  per  day,  contract  to  continue  5  yean  from  April  1,  1845. 

Harmon  De  Oraff,  contractor  for  from  18  to  30  convicts  at  manufiictnring  iron  ma* 
chinery,  stoves,  and  other  castings,  at  30  cents  per  day,  contract  to  continue  5  yean 
firom  November,  1843. 

J.  E.  Beebe,  contractor  for  ftom  6  (b  15  convicts,  at  wagon-making  and  blacksmith* 
ing,  at  33^  cents  per  day,  contract  to  continne  5  years  fix>m  April  1, 1843. 
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Pinney,  Howard,  Sb  Co.,  oontncton  for  from  30  to  !»0  eooTicti,  «t 
woolen  goods,  frrming  tool*,  saddle-trees  and  trimmings,  coach  and  hameaa  platiB^ 
webbing  and  coach  lace,  paper,  shovels  and  hardware,  dioor  trimmings,  locka,  etc,  at 
28  cents  per  day,  contract  to  continue  5  years  from  May,  1846. 

Hiffbest  number  above  contracted,  130 ;  lowest  number  contracted,  79. 

Officers'  salaries,  daring  the  year  ending  October  31,  1846,  $5,006. 

1846. — Chaplain's  Report. 

/Besides  attending  public  worship,  and  preaching  on  the  Lord's  day,  I  haye  endeay- 
ored  to  see  each  of  the  convicts  once  a  week,  and  to  hold  such  oonveraatbn  with  tern 
as  their  individual  circumstances  and  character  would  allow. 

By  the  aid  of  some  friends,  I  have  a  form  of  religious  service  printed  f^c^n  the  "  Book 
of  Common  Prayer."  From  the  ignorance  of  the  Episcopal  Chnrch  on  the  part  of  moat 
of  the  convicts,  many  supposine  it  was  the  Church  of  Rome,  at  first,  there  were  strong 
prajodices  to  be  overcome,  ancfmany  of  our  books  were  destroyed. 

I  am  happy  to  say,  that  these  prejudices  were  soon  removed,  and  such  leapectful  at- 
tention has  srace  been  paid  by  the  great  body  of  the  men,  as  to  be  highly  gratifying; 

It  is  desirable  that  persons  who  are  judged  to  be  injurious  to  society,  sooold  not  oiily 
be  restrained  from  wrong-doing  while  in  confinement,  but  should,  if  possible,  be  better 
iBitracted  to  understand  their  own  duties  and  interest,  and  return  to  the  worid  capable 
of  being  useful  citizens,  and  not,  as  too  often  happens,  ^o  forth  irritated  by  a  oonfine- 
meot,  the  propriety  of  which  they  do  not  feel,  ana  rcttdy  to  be  revenged  upon  the  oom- 
munity  for  the  fancied  wrong  done  to  their  liberty. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  library  of  the  prison,  by  donation,  from  officers  and 
contractors,  100  volumes ;  from  the  Pnitestant  Episcopal  Prayer  Book  Society,  SO  yd- 
mnes;  frvm  Miss  Diz,  163  volumes ;  besides  an  abundant  supply  of  tracts. 

It  appears  upon  inquiry  of  the  convicts  themselves,  that  of  those  in  prison  Odober 
20, 1846,  there  were: — 

Intemperate,  64 ;  moderate  drinkers,  43 ;  totally  abstinent,  15 :  total,  122. 

Under  the  influence  of  liquor  when  crime  was  committed,  52. 

Married,  50 ;  Single,  66 ;  widows  and  widowers,  6. 

Collegiate  education,  1 ;  grammar  school,  do.,  2 ;  common  school,  do.,  73 ;  reed  and 
write  indifierently,  13 ;  read  only,  17 ;  learned  to  read  in  prison,  6 ;  cannot  reed,  6. 

American  bom,  98 ;  foreigners,  24.  

C.  W.  FITCH,  Chiqautt. 

1846. — Physician's  Report. 

It  was  my  design  to  have  submitted  with  this  I'eport  statistical  tables,  showing  tbe  com- 
parative health  ofthe  convicts  engaged  in  the  different  departments  of  mechanical  labor, 
the  monthly  per  centage  of  prescription,  and  the  average  mortaKty  since  its  fint  eatabKsh- 
laent,  but  circumstances  beyond  my  control  have  prevented  the  fulfilment  of  that  de- 
sign. It  is  thus  I  am  obligea  to  offer  you  this  abndgment  of  my  original  design,  as  a 
temporary  apology,  until  such  period  as  I  am  enabled  to  do  Uie  subject  justice.*^ 

There  has  been  but  one  deatn  in  the  hospital  within  the  past  year.  The  snbjeot  wea 
an  aged  individual,  having  a  complication  of  chronic  diflSculties,  and  being  a  rare  in- 
Btance  of  one,  who,  by  his  habits  of  vice,  debauchery,  and  crime,  had  so  oepratyed  fail 
phyncal  constitntion  as  to  render  futile  all  therapeutic  means. 

The  diseases  which  have  prevailed  with  us  during  the  earlier  snmmer  months,  were 
of  a  mixed  charcter,  chronic  derangements  with  occasional  sporadic  disease,  characlei^ 
iated,  as  they  generally  are,  by  the  different  varieties  of  intermittent  affections  pecoliar 
to  our  bilious  climate.^  Later  in  the  season  were  manifissted  bUions  intennitfeants, 
remittents,  and  tarely  an  occasional  continued  fever. 

Few,  indeed,  who  by  misfortune  or  desi^,  are  rendered  fit  subjects  of  legal  ponkb- 
ment,  do  not  become  decidedly  improved  m  physical  health  and  vigor.  The  canae  of 
this  is  found  in  the  habits  of  regulanty  which  govern  their  eating,  sleeping,  and  laboring 
faonrs. 

J.  TUNNICLIFF,  Jn.,  PbyaicwB. 
*  It  is  to  be  hoped  «ie  doetar  wffl  ndesm  Ui  ptodfs  Is  Ui  Bszt  i«p«t.-P.  D.  O. 
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S^ncpsis  of  the  Reports  of  the  Georgia  Penitentiary  for  the 

Years  1845  and  1846. 

1845. — Keeper's  Report. 

The  whole  Bomber  of  convicts  in  the  institution  on  the  7th  day  of  October,  1844, 
ooosisted  of— Males,  129 ;  females,  2 ;  in  the  lunatic  asylum,  male,  1 ;  received  daring 
the  political  year  ending  October  6, 1845,  29 :  total,  161.  Discharged  during  the  polit- 
ical Tear  by  expiration  of  sentence,  17  ;  by  pardon  of  the  Governor  in  the  same  time, 
17 ;  by  paraon  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  1 ;  deaths,  2 :  total,  37.  Nomber 
remaining  in  prison  6th  October,  1845,  124 ;  decrease  for  the  year,  7. 

Of  the  number  pardoned,  12  were  recommended  to  executive  clemency,  by  the 
principal  keeper,  immediately  preceding  the  expiration  of  their  several  sentences,  oa 
account  of  good  conduct  dunug  their  imprisonment,  to  the  end  that  their  civil  privi- 
leges should  be  restored,  in  ooedience  to  an  executive  order  herein  recited.  One 
because  of  insanity  (in  lunatic  asylum ;)  one  because  of  illegality  of  conviction ;  one 
because  of  pulmonary  disease  aggravated  by  confinement ;  two  on  petition  and  recom- 
mendation nrom  the  places  where  convicteci. 

The  moral  improvement  of  the  convict,  by  which  he  shall  be  converted  from  a  felon 
into  a  useful  citizen,  is  unquestionably  Ae  main  object  of  the  laws  and  of  the  advocates 
of  this  mode  of  punishing  offenders;  and  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  desirable 
obieot,  much  of  my  time  and  thoughts  have- been  employed;  and  while  I  frankly 
acknowledge  that  success  has  not  been  commensurate  with  my  hopes,  yet  I  think  I 
have  just  grounds  for  believing  that  something  has  been  done  towards  it,  and  that  my 
■dicitude  has  not  been  exerted  in  vain. 

If  a  man  does  right  by  compulsion,  ft  is  but  mechanically  done.  He  can  derive  no 
merit  from  it,  and  does  not  experience  the  consoling  influence  of  an  approving  con- 
•cienoe,  since  it  does  not  possess  the  essential  ingredient  of  virtuous  conduct — the  union 
of  imtenitum  and  act.  In  every jpossible  view  it  tmlj  be  his  interest;  yet  if  his  under- 
standing is  not  convinced,  and  his  reluctant  will  requires  the  spur  of  coercion,  his  act  if 
that  of  an  automaton,  in  which  the  motion  of  the  neart  has  no  share ;  and  so  fiu*  from 
being  substantially  benefited,  he  will  be  ready  to  replnnge  into  the  same  error,  when- 
ever the  same  circnmstluices  shall  offer  the  same  temptation.  There  is  an  instructive 
moral  flowing  from  this  principle  of  human  nature.  It  teaches  that,  in  order  to  succeed 
in  the  benevolent  purpose  of  elevating  and  improving  a  vicious  man,  you  must  so  con- 
dnet  yourself  towards  him,  by  words  and  actions,  as  to  convince  him,  first,  that  yoa 
desire  his  good ;  that  you  wish  to  raise,  not  degrade  him ;  that  you  take  no  pleasure  in 
giving  him  pain  of  body  or  mind ;  that  your  purpose  is  not  so  much  to  coerce  as  to 
attract  him  to  that  point  from  whence  he  can  have  a  commanding  view  of  the  wrong 
he  has  done,  and  the  right  which  the  humanity  of  the  law  yet  allows  him  the  opporto- 
n^  of  doing.  There  if  a  vast  diflerence  between  saying  to  a  man,'  "  If  you  ao  not 
orond,  yon  shall  have  praise  and  reward,"  and  telling  him,  "  If  you  do  offend,  yon 
shall  be  nvnished."  The  desire  of  ^ood  influences  the  numan  heart  with  equal  force, 
as  aversion  to  pain.  The  imion  of  rewards  and  punishments  held  out  in  our  holy 
raligioD,  stamps  upon  the  system  the  approval  of  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness,  and 
proves  iiicontestid)ly  its  fitness  for  the  renovation  of  a  fallen  creature. 

Uader  tlM  influence  of  these  impressions,  strengthened  b^  my  opinion  of  the  policy 
of  oar  laws,  it  has  been  my  intention  to  manage  the  convicts  stnctly  upon  parental 
principles,  and  to  deal  with  them,  as  near  as  possible,  as  a  prudent  fiitber  acts  towaxda 
mM  chudren.  Yet,  while  I  have  done  this,  I  have  at  the  same  time,  when  necessary, 
resorted  to  coereion  in  order  to  compel  obedience  to  the  established  rules  and  regni^ 
tioDS,  when  gentler  means  have  proved  ineffectual.  But  nothing  connected  with  the 
discharge  of  my  official  duties  has  given  me  more  satisfaction  than  this  system  of  treat- 
ment has,  in  almost  every  instance,  been  successful.  A  resort  to  force  has  become 
matter  of  very  rare  occurrence.  The  conduct  of  the  convicts  has  been  highly  com- 
mendable in  nearly  every  instance. 

I  would  not  be  understood,  however,  as  attributing  the  exemplary  conduct  of  the 

oonvicts  solely  to  the  foregoing  cause,  bat  believe  much  of  it  may  be  ascribed  to  a  sya- 

tsm  of  reward  for  good  conduct,  instituted  by  his  excellency  the  Governor,  groamMd 

an  the  spirit  of  oar  law  establishing  penitentiary  punishment.    On  the  14th  December, 

1844,  an  execatiye  order,  in  words  that  follow,  was  directed  to  the  princnpal  Kee|^t 

II  appem  pioper  HtmX  in  rahitiaD  to  moh  waikt^  ib  the  penitentkiyi  whom 
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baa  been  orderly  in  confinement,  and  jostifies  the  belief  that  tfaej  may  be  aafelT 
nstored  to  society  with  all  their  civil  privileges  animpaired— 

"  22  it  therefore  ordered,  That  the  principal  Keeper  of  the  penitentiary  be  required 
to  report  all  such  cases  just  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  sentences  by  which  such 
convicts  are  imprisoned,  to  tne  end  that  pardons  may  be  granted  in  all  cases  in  which 
^e  Executive  may  interfere." 

For  the  purpose  of  giving  to  this  order  its  due  influence  upon  those  it  was  intended 
to  benefit,  I  read  and  explamed  it  to  the  convicts,  that  all  who  desired  to  profit  by  the 
privilege  promised,  might  have  the  opportunity  to  do  so.  In  consequence  I  have  reo- 
ommended  pardons  to  twelve  out  of  thirty  convicts,  whose  sentences  have  expired 
dnce  the  reception  of  the  order.  From  their  apparent  contrition,  and  steady,  oraerl^ 
behavior  while  under  my  charse,  I  cherish  the  belief  that  the  selection!  were  judi- 
cious, and  that  most,  if  not  all  of  them,  will  properly  appreciate  the  restoration  of  their 
legal  rishts.  My  convictions  have  been  strengthened,  that  however  degraded  by 
emit,  while  reason  maintains  its  empire  over  the  mind,  there  is  no  heart  so  obdurate 
toat  the  voice  of  sympathy  and  kindness  may  not  reach  it.  The  best  evidence  of  the 
salutary  influences  of  this  use  of  the  pardoning  power,  and  treatment  of  the  convicts,  m 
given  m  the  remarkable  fact  that  no  escape  has  taken  place  during  the  year,  and  bat 
one  since  I  took  charge  of  the  institution. 

The  financial  success  of  the  institution  has  transcended  my  hopes  and  expectatiotn. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  say  that,  after  great  and  unceasing  eflTorts,  I  have  changed 
^e  shape  of  materials  on  hana,  from  those  suited  to  operations  in  wood  and  iron,  to 
luch  as  are  essentially  suited  to  the  process  of  tannine  leather.  This  was  effected  by 
manufacturing  these  materials,  selling  the  fabrics,  and  with  the  proceeds  porchAsine 
the  raw  materials  for  the  tannery.  The  succeas  of  the  tanning  operation  has  exoeedea 
my  expectations,  convinced  as  I  was  of  its  practicability. 

I  have  encountered  many  diflSculties,  which  have  greatly  retarded  the  success  of  my 
operations,  by  the  want  of  skilful  mechanics  as  overseers,  who  cannot  be  induced  to 
abandon  their  pursuits  at  home  for  the  low  wages  allowed  them  in  the  penitentiaiy. 
A  part  of  the  time  I  have  been  compelled  to  employ  a  master  mechanic,  whose  wages, 
if  aivided  and  added  to  the  present  poj  of  each  of  the  overseers,  would  nearly  secure  a 
oompetent  master  mechanic  in  each  of'^those  departments. 

The  emplo]^ment  of  master  workmen  to  teach  the  convicts,  as  directed  hy  the  pres- 
ent law,  is  objectionable,  in  this — that  the  mechanic  so  employed  is  not  held  acccnmtar 
ble  for  the  work  done,  or  the  conduct  of  the  operatives.  There  is  a  degree  of  fideli^ 
with  which  all  the  work  should  be  executed,  that  none  but  a  master  workman 
appreciate. 

The  ordinary  means  promotive  of  health  have  been  employed,  and  have 
productiv(^  unaer  Providence,  of  the  best  results.     Since  the  1st  of  January,  1844,  to 
the  6th  of^October,  1845,  nearly  2  years,  but  3  deaths  have  occurred. 

The  chaplain  has  attended  to  the  performance  of  his  duty  every  Sabbath,  with  two 
or  three  exceptions. 

There  are  now  in  this  prison  22  convicts  who  cannot  read  or  write ;  32  who  cannot 
write ;  and  80  who  acknowledge  that,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  they  owe  their 
imprisonment  to  the  intemperate  use  of  intoxicating  liquors.  I  sincerely  recret  it  has 
not  bet*n  in  my  power  to  establish  and  keep  up  a  Sunday-school,  for  the  benefit  of 
those  wholly  untaught  in  the  first  nidiments  of  eaucation. 

I  ask  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  another  subject  that  I  think  worthy  of  notice. 
It  is  the  practice  that  has  obtained  up  to  the  present  time  of  continuine  old  debts  and 
claims  of^the  institution,  that  contribute  to  swell  the  apparent  amount  of  assets,  ^i4rile  it 
is  well  kuown  they  are  unavailable  and  wholly  worthless.  And  farther :  in  taming 
over  from  one  principal  Keeper  to  his  successor  the  damaged,  rotten,  and  wonhless 
materials  that  have  accumulated  for  successive  administrations.  This  is  necessaty  in 
order  that  each  principal  Keeper  may  have  due  credit  for  what  he  receipted  for.  Bat 
I  suggest  that  it  might  answer  a  better  purpose,  if,  at  regular  periods,  a  commiasnii 
be  apiM>inted,  of  one  or  more  suitable  individuals,  to  appraise  the  debts,  notes,  and 
accounts,  and  cause  such  as  may  be  condemned  as  bankrupt  to  be  discontinned  from 
the  books. 

Account  Current. — ^To  balance  of  materials  remaining  on  hand  October  7,  1844, 
$20,016  70 ;  amount  of  materials  received  from  inspector  during  quarter  ending  on  the 
6th  day  of  January,  1845,  5,193  58 ;  expense  of  account  paid  by  bookkeeper  m  same 


time,  2,465  64 ;  amount  of  materials  received  from  inspector  daring  quarter  ending 
March  31, 1,937  54;  expense  account  paid  by  bookkeeper  in  same  time,  2,35981; 
•moont  of  materials  reoeiyed  from  inspector  daring  quarter  ending  June  30, 6|98i  17 ; 
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exp«iiM  aocoant  paid  by  bookkeeper  in  same  time,  3,663  79 ;  amonnt  of  matsriaJB 
reeelTed  firom  intpector  during  quarter  ending  October  6,  4,406  45 ;  expenae  of  accooiit 
paid  by  bookkei^per  in  same  time,  2,632  60:  total  amount  of  debits,  $48,661  68. 

By  amount  of  manufactured  articles  and  jobwork  turned  over  to  bookkeeper  dmrinff 
the  quarter  ending  January  6,  1845,  $5,390  48 ;  amount  of  account  against  Unitea 
States  during  same  time,  129  55 ;  sinking  16  tan  vats,  and  materials  for  them,  100; 
manufactured  articles  and  jobwork  turned  over  to  bookkeeper  during  quarter  ending 
March  31,  1845,  5,125  53;  account  against  U.  S.  during  same  time.  111  38;  cost  of 
bark-house,  letch,  and  materials  for  same,  120 ;  mauuractured  articles  and  jobwork 
tamed  over  to  bookkeeper  during  quarter  ending  June  30,  12,193  65  ;  account  againat 
U.  States  during  same  time,  103  64;  manufactured  articles  and  jobwork  turned  over  to 
bookkeeper  during  quarter  ending  October  6,  9,199  17 ;  account  against  Uuited  Statea 
daring  same  time.  111  29 ;  raw  materials  on  hand  October  6,  18,348  95  ;  materiab  on 
hand  in  tan  yard  as  ascertained  by  inventory,  October  6,  8,215  87:  total  amount  of 
credits,  $59,149  51.  • 

RecapiluUUian. — Total  amount  of  credits,  $59,149  51;  subtract  total  amount  of 
debits,  48,66 1  68 ;  balance  in  favor  of  profit  on  the  operations  of  the  political  year 
ending  October  6,  1845,  (after  deducting  1,500  for  inaccuracies,  etc.,)  $8,987  83. 

There  has  been  a  reduction  of  stock  and  materials,  other  than  those  of  tan  yard,  of 
$1,667  75;  and  an  increase  of  tan  yard  stock  during  the  year,  of  8.215  87;  amount 
turned  over  to  bookkeeper,  beyond  everything  drawn  from  him,  3,719  71;  cost  of 
bark-house,  16  tan  vats,  material,  etc.,  for  do.,  220 :  making  gross  amouift  of  profits, 
$10,487  83  ;  and  an  aggregate  increase  of  stuck,  of  $6,548  12. 

Of  the  sum  of  $18,0U6  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  of  1843,  to  rebuild,  etc.,  there 
has  been  drawn  the  amount  of  10,323  56  ;  loavuig  unused,  $6,676  43. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  profits  fur  the  three  last  quarters  of  the  political  year,  1844, 
18,  as  already  shown,  $11,867  50;  aggregate  profits  for  political  year,  1845,  8,987  83: 
total  profits  for  1  year  9  months,  20,855  33.  Subtract  for  loss  of  Ist  quarter  political 
year,  1844,  by  fire,  etc.,  11,424  36il';  clear  profit  remaining  on  the  2  years,  $9,430  96|. 

In  rebuilding,  there  has  been  consumed  of  materials  bought  and  furnished — ^not  to 
aay  anything  about  the  labor  done — the  amount  of  $9,433  50.       , 

A  list  of  tools  accompanies  the  quarterly  report,  an  examination  of  which  will  show 
that  several  useful  and  costly  machmes,  many  valuable  tools,  implements,  and  fixtures, 
have  been  added  to  it  since  the  last  annual  report  In  addition,  a  bath-house  and  i\ir* 
niture,  a  large  number  of  wagon  and  carriage  hubbs  have  been  turned,  bored,  and 
morticed;  and  which  would  swell  the  items  of  profits  $1,000  or  more;  yet  I  have 
omitted  to  credit  myself  with  them,  in  order  that  every  possible  contingency  might  be 
covered.  A.  W.  REDDING,  Principal  Keeper. 

1845. — Physician's  Report. 

The  nomber  of  cases  subjected  to  medical  treatment  in  the  hospital  within  the  Iftst 
12  months  has  been  290 ;  and  within  that  period  1  death  has  occurred — William  Cook, 
of  Jasper  county,  who  died  on  the  28th  September,  of  typhus  fever.  There  has  been 
one  other  death  in  the  institution  since  the  6th  October,  1844 — William  Taylor,  of  Lin- 
eoin  coun^r*  ^ho  was  found  dead  in  his  cell  on  the  momins  of  the  1st  July  last,  tad 
who  died  from  the  bursting  of  a  blood-vessel— or,  more  satisfactorily,  the  bursting  of  a 
very  large  aneurismal  sac  at  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  as  ascertained  by  a  post-mortem 
eiamination.  There  are  now  remaining  in  the  hospital  6  cases,  only  one  of  dangerooi 
character. 

The  diseases  prevailing  in  the  institution  during  the  past  year  have  been  such  as 
were  common  to  the  surrounding  country.  We  have  no  diseases  which  can  be 
regarded  as  peculiar  to  the  prison ;  no  local  cause  of  disease  being  allowed  to  exist 
about  the  place,  and  cleanliness  in  all  departments  rigidly  enforced. 

THOMAS  F.  QREEN,  PhysioiaiL 

1846. — Keeper's  Report. 

To  TH«  CoRRXSPOIfDIMG  SlCRlTART  OF  TH«  N.  Y.  PrISON  ASSOCIATION. 

DxAR  Sir  : — Your  second  request  came  to  hand  yesterday,  and  I  make  the  best  fa- 
phr  that  circumstances  allow  me  at  once.  When  I  received  your  other,  (you  say  two 
others,  but  I  have  received  but  one  before  this,)  I  laid  it  by,  hoping  that  shortly  Ike 
leport  of  1846  would  be  pobhshed,  when  I  ooold  mora  readify  eomxptj,  as  wall  ia 
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ntMfretorilj;  but  hii  exoeUcnoj  deemed  it  mmeceMary,  antU  tli»  ead  of  tbo  pnMBt 
pc^tical  year,  (fint  Monday  in  October :) — this  postponement  is  in  oonaaqiieiiw  of  bi- 
emiial  sessions.  The  report  of  1846  has  been  made  to  his  excellency,  but  not  prated, 
and  will  not  be  nntil  the  two  years  are  completed. 

I  send  yoa  the  report  of  1845,  and  the  substance  of  the  past  year,  and  soch  other 
■iBtistios  as  are  within  my  reach — a  destnictive  fire  of  this  prison  in  1843  leaving  na  bat 
few  records.    I  took  charge  of  this  prison  January  1,  1844,  and  have  had  chai^  ever 


The  number  of  convicts  remaining  in  prison  first  Monday  in  October,  1844,  was  139 
males,  2  females,  and  1  male  sent  to  lunatic  asylum — aggregate,  132.  In  prison,  Octo- 
ber, 1845,  124.  2  of  whom  were  females.  In  prison  Ist  of  October,  18^,  123.  Re- 
oeived  in  1844,  38;  in  1845,  29;  in  1846,  41. 

This  prison  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  ofienders  on  the  10th  of  March,  1817, 
and  that  day  received  its  first  inmate.  It  has  received  within  its  walls,  since  that  time 
ta(||his  date,  1,066,  about  25  of  whom  were  for  the  second  and  third  time.  They  are 
tent  from  one  year  to  during  life :  the  greatest  number  come  for  four  and  five  years. 
The  system  of  management  of  the  prisoners  is  what  may  be  called  the  Silent  tjtHan, 
•Q  working  in  shops  or  buildings  erected  like  the  ribs  of  a  lady's  hn,  terminatiny  at  a 
oommon  centre,  and  consisting  of  five  shops,  thus — 


I 

1 

s 


Shoe  thop. 


Carriage  tnwsmerg, 
and 
Tailors  ehop. 


A  Is  an  elevated  stand,  from  which  the  Keeper  can  eommnnd  a  view  of  every  prisoner  md 
artttiDUt  moving  his  poaition.    The  ahopa  are  one  story,  9  feet  piteh,  94  U^t  windowi^  7  I7  9, 
T  feet  in  the  sidea,  and  skylights  in  roof. 


The  cells,  for  the  reception  of  prisoners  at  night,  are  bnilt  of  native  granite, 
one  of  the  strongest  buildings  in  tho  United  States.  The  whole  is  snrroanded  by  m, 
brick  wall  twenty  feet  high,  and  two  feet  and  a  half  thick,  at  four  right  angles,  coo— 
tuning  about  four  acres  00  the  inside. 

^  The  ration  per  diem  is,  of  pork  |  lb.,  bacon,  smoked,  i  lb.,  buffalo,  fore  quarter,  l^lb.. 
hind  quarter,  1  lb.,  Indian  meal,  sifted,  20  oz.,  soap,  salt,  vinegar,  and  vesetables :  uere 
are  ten  acres  of  garden  attached  to  the  institution,  in  which  all  the  kitchen  garden  ve* 
getables  are  grown  in  abundance. 

Divine  service  is  performed  every  Sabbath  at  10  o'clock  by  the  State's  chaplain.  Bj 
the  charity  of  Miss  Dix,  we  have  300  volumes  in  the  library,  besides  many  books  fat' 
aished  by  the  State — Bibles,  prayer-books,  hymn-books,  etc.  There  is  abimdant  evi- 
dence of  the  success  of  this  institution  in  producing  that  moral  reformation  aoacfat  for 
by  its  founders.  Success  in  this  particular  may  be  said,  with  great  truth,  to  tSspeod 
auDoat  entirely  upon  the  qualifications  to  manage  of  him  who  has  charge  of  it  The 
confidence  of  the  prisoners  must  be  obtained  by  the  keeper,— yon  moat  convince  him 
that  yon  have  no  other  motive  but  his  good, — the  best  precepts  and  ezn&plaa  BBit  be 
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^J^Mrtiittiy  Md  up  befinre  faxm, — and  he  mv&  he  encouraged  all  the  thne.  Mid  never,  At 
ly  tnne,  degraded  or  abased.  Indeed,  I  might  say  much  on  this  sabject  had  I  space  aoA 
>portiuity ;  but  enough  on  this  point. 

if  I  knew  precisely  what  statistics  you  sought  for,  I  might,  I  think,  increase  the  list: 
r,  however,  you  desire  it,  write  me  more  definitely,  and  1  will  do  the  best  the  limited^ 
iterialB  at  my  command  will  permit. 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  your  and  the  Society's  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  REDDING,  Principal  Keeper,  Greorgia  Penitentiaij. 


Synapsis  of  the  Reports  of  the  Mississippi  Penitentiary y  from  1841 

to  1846. 
1841. — Select  Committee's  Report. 

The  cost  and  expense  of  building  and  of  keeping  up  this  institution  has,  we  are  iii- 
clined  to  think,  been  greater  than  has  generally  been  supposed.  The  whole  amount 
appropriated  by  the  acts  of  1836,  '39,  and  '40,  amounting  in  all  to  $135,000,  has  beea 
expend^,  except  a  small  balance  of  $246,  as  appears  from  the  accompanjring  statement 
of  Mr.  I^ichols,  the  State  architect. 

In  addition  to  this  amount,  the  sum  of  $33,923  57  has  been  expended  daring  the 
year  ending  November  22,  1841,  over  and  above  the  receipts.  The  whole  amount 
expended  on  account  of  the  penitentiary  for  the  year  ending  the  22nd  November,  1841, 
is  $38,694  38.     This  amount  was  expended  for  the  following  items,  viz. : — 

For  clothing,  $2,303  39 ;  medicines,  256  25 ;  soap,  candles,  and  oil,  396  31 ;  fumitore 
and  stationery,  177  41;  salaries  to  officers,  6,974  90;  pay  of  assistant  keeper  and 
goards,  4,494  37;  buildbg  materials,  1,966  46;  master  workmen,  3,822  44;  freight 
and  hauling,  1,288  93  ;  tools,  337  48;  working  materials,  9,429  21 ;  oxen  and  horsea, 
480 ;  forage  and  fuel,  3,417  39 ;  platform  scales,  100 ;  contingencies,  2,598  26 :  total, 
$38,694  88. 

The  whole  amount  of  cash  receipts  for  the  same  time  is  $5,102  31 ;  received  firom 
blacksmith  shop,  2,545  04;  carpenter  shop,  313  25;  wheelwright  shop,  1,148;  shoe- 
maker shop,  1,071  31 ;  profit  and  loss,  6  21 ;  visitors,  18  50 :  totS,  $5,102  31.  Making 
the  general  account  as  follows:  to  receipts  during  the  year  for  work  done,  $5,102  31 ; 
to  cash  paid  out  by  the  State,  33,923  57 :  total,  $39,025  38. 

Amount  actually  expended  for  sundries,  $38,694  38 ;  cash  on  hax|dr  331  50l 

The  books  show  the  amount  of  cash  on  hand  to  be  only  $302  15,  which  occasions  an 
error  against  the  State  of  $29  35. 

Amoimt  of  property  as  per  inventory  taken  November  22,  1840,  $12,516  98 ;  work 
done  for  the  use  of  the  penitentiary,  3,801  26 ;  work  done  by  convicts,  principally 
brickwork  in  building,  9,816  60 ;  amount  of  receipts  in  money  for  work  sold,  5,102  31 : 
total,  $31,237  15. 

According  to  these  facts,  the  State  must  have  sustained  loss  by  the  institution,  of  up- 
wards of  seven  thousand  dollars,  for  the  last  year' s  transaction.  About  four  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  of  this  loss,  according  to  the  Clerk's  books,  was  on  account  of  the 
depreciation  of  treasury  warrants.  The  item  of  $3,801  26,  credited  to  the  penitentiary, 
is  for  work  done  lor  the  use  of  it,  for  which  the  State  has  nothing  to  show,  and  which 
was  in  fact  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  institution.  It  must  also  be  remarked,  that 
from  the  Clerk's  books,  it  appears  that  about  three  thousand  dollars  of  the  expenses, 
charged  in  account  against  tne  institution  during  the  past  year,  was  for  debts  incurred 
during  the  preceding  year,  an  account  of  which  was  neglected  to  be  rendered  at  the 
proper  time  by  the  Superintendent  The  items  of  $12,516  98  for  stock  on  hand  22nd 
November,  1841,  is  a  proper  credit  to  the  institution,  as  is  also  the  item  of  $9,816  60, 
which  last  is  principally  for  brick-work  done  in  building  the  walls,  which  is  charged 
at  eleven  dollars  per  thousand,  for  making  and  laying.  Upon  a  review  of  the  whole 
account,  then,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  actual  cost  to  the  State  treasury  during  the  last 
year,  ending  November  22, 1841,  over  and  above  its  receipts,  was  the  sum  of  $33,592  07, 
except  the  supposed  amoant  of  $3,000,  paid  on  account  of  debts  contracted  darinf 
the  preceding  year,  which  will  leave  the  actual  amount  of  the  burden  on  the  treaanry 
ii^wards  of  thirty  thousand  doUara. 

It  will  also  be  seen  from  this  that  the  scun  of  $3,822,  44  veas  paid  to  master  workmen 
employed,  which  lom  akme  wodd  abacdve  a  greater  amount  than  all  the  profit!  on  the 
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artielM  menfactared  and  sold.    The  preset  Board  of  Inspeoton  have,  howeywr,  di»> 
all  the  master  workmen  employed,  except  one,  who,  it  ii  also  in  contemplarioti. 


to  discharge  iu  a  short  time. 

The  am^mnt  paid  to  the  assistant  keeper  and  guards  is  $4,494  37,  which,  when  added 
to  the  5,974  90,  the  amount  paid  as  salaries  to  the  other  officers,  and  the  3,822  44,  tho 
amount  paid  to  master  workmen  employed,  makes  the  large  sum  of  15,221  71,  being 
the  sum  of  10,189  40,  which  all  persons  employed  about  the  institution  have  coat  the 
State  in  the  way  of  pay  and  salaries  alone,  over  and  above  the  whole  money  receipts. 

In  a  country  like  this,  where  the  government  is  in  the  people,  and  where  each  mdi- 
vidual  constitutes  an  integral  part  of  it,  all  are  willing  to  admit  that  the  safety,  wel&re, 
and  happiness  of  the  people  entirely  depends  upon  their  virtue  and  intelligence.  While, 
then,  any  individual  is  permitted  to  enjoy  the  right  of  citizenship,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  the  State,  that  he  shall  be  possessed  of  those  qualities  of  a  good  eitiieii.* 
It  does  not  seem  to  have  been  the  policy  of  any  State  in  the  Union  which  has  adopted 
the  penitentiary  system,  to  disfranchise  uiose  who  are  imprisoned,  or  to  divest  them  of 
the  right  of  citi^nship,  beyond  the  time  of  tlieir  servitude  or  confinement ;  and,  in- 
deed, it  would  be  impracticable  to  carry  out  such  a  policy  throughout  so  extensiTe  a 
eountry  an  the  whole  United  States,  because  discharged  convicts  could  easily  go  into 
other  States  or  neighborhoods  where  they  are  not  known,  and  in  a  short  time  aoqiura 
a  right  of  citizeiiHliip,  which  would  entitle  them  '*  to  all  privileges  and  immnnitiea  of 
dtizens  in  the  several  States." 

The  great  object,  theu,  should  be  the  reformation  of  the  offender,  and  this  can  onlj 
be  efiected  by  holding:  out  iriduceinents.  AU  cruel  and  degrading  punishments,  so  fiur 
from  tending  to  produce  a  reformation  of  character  in  the  unfortunate  victim  of  them, 
or  on  the  spectators  who  witness  them,  have  a  different  tendency  on  both,  and  are  calon- 
lated  to  corrupt  and  destroy  thf>8e  finer  sensibilities  and  feelings  of  our  nature  which 
alone  are  calculated  to  give  true  excellence  and  elevate  the  dignity  of  human  nature. 
It  is  much  easier  to  produce  revolutions  iu  governments  and  change  dynasties,  than  it 
is  to  eradicate  all  prejudices  and  customs,  however  absurd  or  barbarous  they  may  be ; 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  while  we,  as  a  people,  profess  to  hold  iu  detestation  monarch- 
ical and  despotic  governments,  we  adhere  to  and  copy  after,  many  of  their  customs  and 
usages,  fitted  only  for  those  countries  and  governments  which  regard  mankind  as  ther 
do  the  beasts  of  the  field — mere  creatures,  created  for  their  use — to  be  used,  worked, 
and  lacerated  as  may  suit  their  whims  and  pleasure.  From  the  reports  of  the  homane 
and  benevolent  institutions  foi-med  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  this  subject,  and 
other  authentic  information,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  these  remarks  jnsUy  appfy 
to  this  system  of  discipline  adopted  in  many  penitentiaries  in  the  United  States;  and 
although  this  remark  may  not  fully  apply  to  our  penitentiary,  yet  we  think  there  is 
■till  great  room  for  impn)vement. 

To  the  credit  of  the  present  insjiectors,  it  can  be  told  that  they  have  abolished  the 
old  absurd  custom  of  shaving  one  side  of  the  head  of  the  convicts,  and  they  have  per- 
mitted their  persons  to  be  clothed  in  a  manner  that  seems  to  regard  them  as  men,  and 
not  as  creatures  set  up  for  show. 

If  a  system  of  education  on  the  Sunday  school  plan  were  introduced,  it  would,  no 
doubt,  be  productive  of  beneficial  results :  many  of  the  convicts  might  be  taught  read- 
ing,  and  the  useful  branches  of  literature  and  the  sciences,  in  addition  to  moral  and 
religious  instruction.  If  a  small  sum,  say  one  hundred  dollars,  were  appro|niated  m. 
the  purchase  of  suitable  school-books,  or  histories,  for  the  use  of  the  institntion,  snch  a 
library  would,  no  doubt,  soon  be  greatly  augmented  by  the  volimtary  contributioBS  of 
the  humane  and  the  benevolent 

Those  who  deny  the  practicability  of  the  reformation  of  penitentiary  convicts  in  das 
manner,  only  evince  the  want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  human  nature.  Nor  ought  we 
necessarily  to  suppose  that  aU  who  may  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary  are  to  be  regarded 
as  having  lost  all  character  or  sense  of  propriety.  To  say  nothing  of  those  who  mighC 
be  innocentl)r  committed  under  our  penitentiary  code,  even  the  best  citizen  may  be 
liable,  in  a  misguided  moment  of  passion,  to  take  the  life  of  his  fellow-man,  in  a  maiH 
ner  that  would  subject  him  to  its  penalties;  and  every  person  engaged  in  a  duel  is  sub- 
ject to  the  same  penalty ;  that  is,  the  last  mentioned  ofienders  are  snltiect  to  the  iao- 
miny  of  penitentiary  confinement  for  doing  an  act  which  many  good  and  distin^piined 
ehizens  regard  as  having  no  moral  turpitude  in  it,  but  which,  as  a  practice,  is  eroi 
now  upheld  by  public  opinion. 

Nor  are  we  to  suppose  that  all  may  conunit  these  offences,  which  are  maimm  m  9§p 

*  TUs  to  an  error  in  relation  to  sersrsl  Ststes  at  lesst 
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neoaflflurUy  loit  to  the  State.    A  misgaided  joath  en- yoang  man,  under  the  infltieiiM 

of  bad  counsels,  or  perhaps  for  the  want  of  proper  early  education,  may  commit  theft; 
or  some  act  which  will  saoject  him  to  the  penalties  of  penitentiary  confinement,  wfaicli 
be  would  not  have  done  under  the  influence  of  better  counsels,  or  a  better  edncatioD, 
or  if  left  to  the  influence  of  his  own  better  feeling,  and  which,  imder  oroper  correo- 
tioa,  he  may  never  commit  again.  As  a  part  of  this  proposed  system,  ot  making  peni- 
tentiary confinement  answer  as  a  place  of  correction,  and  to  improve  the  monU 
and  conduct  of  its  inmates,  your  committee  would  recommend  the  investing  the 
inspectors  with  powers  to  add  to  or  shorten  the  term  of  their  sentence— say,  at  the  end 
of  each  month — upon  an  unfavorable  report  of  their  conduct  and  behavior^  to  ext§md 
the  term  of  their  sentence,  not  exceeding  5  days ;  and  in  like  manner,  upon  a  feufor^ 
isbU  report,  to  shorten  the  term  of  their  sentence,  not  exceeding  the  same  time;  and 
also,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  to  advise  the  Governor  to  pardon  such  as  he  might  think 
proper  subjects,  upon  a  favorable  representation  made  to  him  by  the  inspectors  anA 
Keepers. 

Believing  that  the  great  object  of  the  system  should  be  reformation,  and  as  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  the  institution  can  ever  be  a  source  of  much  profit  to  the  State,  their 
employment  should  rather  be  of  such  a  character  as  would  be  of  public  good  or  uaelbl- 
tiess.  With  this  view,  experiments  might  be  made,  when  not  done  at  too  ereat  a  ooal, 
In  the  manufacture  of  articles  not  yet  introduced  or  extensively  used  in  the  country. 
Among  the  most  prominent  of  these  would  be  the  manufiu;ture  of  cotton  goods,  cotton 
bagging,  or  the  reeling  and  manu&cture  of  silk. 

For  the  purpose  of  experimenting  in  the  cultivation  and  grafting  or  budding  of  fruit- 
trees,  the  cultivation  of  the  grape,  and  such  exotics  or  native  growths  as  might  be 
deemed  advisable  to  experiment  upon,  it  would  be  proper  for  the  State  to  have  around 
apart  from  the  penitentiary,  which  misht  be  cultivated  by  the  more  trusty  convicts,  or 
by  others  imder  sufficient  guard.  Ana  indeed,  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why 
the  culture  and  rearing  of  fruit-trees  for  market  might  not  be  made  a  very  profitable 
employment. 

One  of  the  most  profitable  employments  at  which  a  limited  number  of  the  convicCa 
could  be  placed,  and  which  would  he  most  valuable  to  the  State,  would  be  tiie  estab- 
lishment of  a  printing-office,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  the  public  printing  of  the  State 
and  other  work. 

The  amount  which  could  be  thus  annually  saved  to  the  State  by  the  labor  of  a  few 
individuals,  would  be  greater  than  the  earnings  of  the  whole  number  in  the  business  in 
which  they  are  now  employed. 

The  business  of  making  brick  and  erecting  buildings,  Yonr  committee  beheve,  can 
be  carried  on  more  usefmly  and  profitably  as  a  means  of  employment  to  most  of  the 
laboring  convicts,  as  a  saving  to  the  State,  than  any  business  in  which  they  can  it 


present  be  engaged. 


UPTON  MILLER,  Chairman  Senate  Committee. 
O.  D.  BOYD,  Chairman  House  Committee. 


1841. — Inspectoes'  Report. 

Of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  prison,  we  beg  leave  to  represent,  tiiat  of  the  low«r 
tier  of  cells  in  the  wing  erected,  50  are  completed,  and  40  are  supplied  with  all  die 
furniture  prescribed  by  law,  and  are  kept  properly  ventilated. 

The  second  tier  of  cells,  50  in  number,  are  finished,  with  the  exception  of  bolts  and 
locks,  and  can  be  readily  completed  and  furnished  whenever  wanted  for  use. 

The  third  tier  are  in  the  same  unfinished  state  they  were  in  the  last  year,  but  can  be 
finished  and  furnished  long  before  there  will  be  any  demand  for  them. 

The  designs  of  the  Inspectors  to  inclose  the  yard  of  the  prison  with  a  brick  wall 
bave  been  carried  into  execution.  Its  dimensions  are  as  follows:  foundation,  H 
feet  in  depth  below  the  surface,  and  3  feet  in  width ;  height,  17  feet ;  above  the  fbm^ 
dation,  width  22  inches ;  length  of  the  wall  on  the  north  side,  320  feet;  east.  340  feet; 
south,  exclusive  of  the  widtn  of  the  Keeper's  house,  250  feet;  west,  340  feet,  wilfa 
towers  for  guard-houses  at  each  comer,  ana  a  gate  on  the  west  side. 

There  has  been  erected  a  small  brick  shop,  which  was  substituted  for  a  hospild 
during  the  sickly  season.  The  shops  heretofore  erected  were  temporarily  buQt  of 
wood,  and  it  will  be  necessary  the  ensuing  year  to  erect  suitable  brick  houses  for  Ae 
different  branches  of  work,  as  well  as  for  the  hospital  contemplated  fay  the  act  of  the 
▼ear  1841.    Thxee  taattonM  haye  been  erected,  and  the  fourth  is  being  built;  a  *^--*- 
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for  bormiig  bricks,  and  a  niflScieiit  nambor  of  iheda  id  Um  bridt-jaid,  faftve  alio 
erected. 

respect  to  the  general  Amdnct  and  behavior  of  the  convicts,  it  was  foand  that  As 
lishment,  **  by  solitary  confinement  in  a  dark  cell,  upon  bread  and  water/'  was 
Icient  to  restrain  tbe  tarbulent  and  refractory  from  breaking  throagh  all  ordeis 
resnilations.  Some  of  the  most  refractory  would  exhibit  their  paenacioos  dmpo- 
jns  by  fightinff  with  each  other.  The  act  of  1841  having  prohibitea  the  inflictMiB 
punishment  '*  oy  stripes  or  blows,"  the  Inspectors  deemed  it  absolutely  neoesnry, 
'  the  preservation  of  good  order  and  the  safety  of  the  institution,  to  make  the  ibUow- 
ig  order,  to  wit : — 
Ordered^  That  the  su|>erintendent  be  authorized  to  construct  stocks  for  the  ponish- 
ent  of  the  convicts  within  the  walls  of  the  prison,  and  place  them  therein  when 
^necessary,  for  the  misconduct  or  violation  of  the  rules  and  regulatious  of  the  fHiaaB,  not 
•aeeeding  one  hour  each  day. 

Which  order  being  carried  into  execution,  the  salutary  effects  were  soon  shown  by 
redocing  them  to  due  subordination,  and  evinced  by  their  subsequent  good  behaTior. 

Several  convicts  have  succeeded  in  eluding  the  vinlance  of  their  keepers,  and  escsmed. 
All  have  been  retaken  except  one  sentenced  for  life  for  tbe  crime  of  negro-steaung. 
Upon  investigating  the  cause  which  led  to  bis  escape,  it  was  found  thai  tiie  aarislaot 
keeper  had  neglected  for  weeks  duly  to  examine  the  convicts,  as  h^  the  laws  said 
roles  of  the  institution  he  was  required ;  and  the  Inspectors  deemed  thu  non-peHbrm- 
aiice  of  du^r  of  such  vital  importance  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  convicti  as  to  demand 
fan  removal  from  office,  and  it  was  done. 

It  is  by  strict  vigilance  and  close  scrutiny  alone  that  the  convicts  can  be  retained  in 
their  confinement;  therefore,  the  public  sood  demands  a  rigid  exactness  of  the  duties 
of  those  to  whom  their  keeping  is  confidea. 
There  has  been  a  loss  to  the  State,  on  the  year's  transactions,  of  $3,724  89. 

C.  D.  LEARNED,  President 
R.  P.  WINSLOW,  \  j„„,^^.,,^ 
L.  L.  TAYLOR,     J  ln^>«Jton. 

The  whole  nmnber  of  convicti  remaining  in  tbe  penitentiary,  on  the  S2nd  of  Noften- 
ber,  1841,  was  40. 

Criwiet. — Larceny,  21;  manslaughter,  4 ;  burglary,  3;  negro  stealing,  3;  robbeiy, 
2 ;  forgery,  3 ;  attempt  at  rape,  1 ;  passing  counterfeit  money,  I ;  murder,  I ;  aboocing  f 

with  intent  to  kill,  1 ;  bigamy,  1. 

The  longest  term  for  which  any  are  committed  is  10  years ;  the  shortest,  H  yean. 
Binee  December  4,  1841,  5  more  have  been  committed,  8  discharged,  and  I  pardoned; 
the  number  in  confinement  February  4,  1842,  is  43. 

The  cost  of  the  penitentiary,'  including  work  and  materials,  from  its  oommencement 
up  to  the  time  the  appropriations  were  expended,  is  as  follows : — 

The  appropriation  for  1836  was  $75,000;  1839,  30,000 ;   1840,  30.000. 

Expended  in  1836,  $10,000;  1838,  36,000;  1839,  47,772;  1840,  38,777;  1841, 
2,255.     Unexpended  balance,  $246. 

The  amount  thus  expended  covered  the  building  of  the  east  prison,  the  keeper's 
booae  and  its  appendages,  the  foundation  for  the  walls  and  cells  of  the  west  prison,  and 
building  the  outer  wall  and  ^'atch-towers  on  the  south  side  of  Uie  prison  ground. 

The  rooms  in  the  keeper's  house  have  been  mostly  diverted  from  their  original  por- 
poae,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  plan  adopted  by  tbe  Legisl^ure.  On  the 
principal  floor,  the  large  rooms  right  and  left  of  the  entrance  passage  are  oonstnicted 
with  lai^e  recesses  and  flues,  to  receive  cooking  apparatus  of  any  description,  and,  being 
placed  contiguous  to  the  prison,  were  intendea  as  a  kitchen  and  laundry ;  and  the 
rooms  immediately  over  them,  on  the  second  story,  being  spacious  uid  aiiy,  were 
intended  as  infirmaries  for  the  sick,  where  they  could  be  well  attended  and  guarded,  ' 
without  extraordinary  vigilance  to  prevent  escapes.  These  rooms  are  now  applied  to 
purposes  in  which  the  institution  has  little  interest,  while  the  kitchen  is  kicked  oat  of 
doors,  into  an  inconvenient  situation,  with  its  unseemly  chimneys,  disfigorinff,  smoking, 
and  disturbing  the  harmony  of  the  principal  elevation  of  the  buildhigs.  The  hospital 
has  been  sent  to  another  part  of  the  premises,  and  built  without  regard  to  tbe  prmci- 
^ea  which  should  govern  such  a  structure — 1(^  prevent  escapes — which  are  more 
treqoentlv  plotted  and  consummated  in  the  hospital  than  elsewhere,  and  the  depart- 
ment  will  in  this  instance  require  an  additional  guard,  night  and  day. 

WM.  NICHOLS,  Sttfa  Aidulact 


I 
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1843. — Joint  Standing  Cobocitteb's  Rbpobt. 

The  Joint  Standing  Conunittee  on  the  penitentiaiT  beg  lesre  to  report,  that  they  ap* 
^proaehed  the  important  duties  to  which  thej  had  been  aengned,  folly  impreHed  wim 
their  intimate  connection  with  the  due  administration  of  pena^  justice,  and  sensiUy 
mlive  to  the  philanthropic  purposes  of  government  in  its  attempt  to  make  punishment 
S>r  crime  a  means  of  reformation  to  the  criminal.  The  voice  of  vengeance  has  no  place 
in  the  popular  cry  for  punishment  upon  offenders,  and  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  the  tcienoe 
of  penal  mfliction,  would  seem  to  be  to  secure  society  from  the  depredations  of  the  evil 
dieposed,  while,  at  the  same  time,  habits  of  strict  and  re§[ular  industry  were  superi»> 
duced,  and  the  moral  sense  blunted,  if  not  obliterated  by  crime,  be  put  mto  a  course  of 
training  calculated  to  restore  its  vitah^,  and  sive  it  power  again,  as  in  earlier  and  mora 
innocent  periods  of  life,  to  control  action,  and  shape  the  destinies  of  the  once  lost  bat 
now  renovated  human  being.  Bestriction,  close  and  undeviatingly  rigid,  is  mercy  to 
the  guilty  slaves  to  passion  and  criminality — as  such  a  condition  alone  can  give  tnem 
freedom  from  the  tyranny  which  has  relentlessly  taken  from  them  reputation,  wealth, 
and  liberty.  As  crime  u  generally  the  bitter  fruit  of  long-continued  lapses  from  a 
coarse  of  virtue  and  respectability,  so  must  all  true  reformation  be  the  result  of  a  lengtli 
of  time,  of  much  deprivation  and  strict  obedience  to  severe  but  just  requiremeoti^ 
rigidly  enforced ;  and  no  moral  cure  of  the  mind  diseased  can  be  pronounced  complete 
until  right  is  loved  for  its  own  sake,  and  wrong  loathed  and  despised  for  its  inheranl 
deformity,  rather  than  for  the  danger  which  attends  its  perpetration. 

Another  important  demand  seems  to  be  made  by  me  popular  will,  which  is,  that 
those  who  transgress  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  trespass  on  the  rights  of  its  citizens 
shall  be  no  expense  to  the  public  while  they  make  atonement  to  the  violated  empireof 
the  laws.  Therefore,  in  the  American  Penitentiary  Code,  the  requisitions  of  a  ptmiah- 
ment  blended  with  benevolence,  are  to  place  the  criminal  instanuy  and  effectuiuly  oat 
of  the  reach  of  the  influences  of  criminal  association — to  make  the  living  world  a  blank 
to  his  vision — to  make  temptation  voiceless — to  show  that  the  pleasures  of  vice  weie 
the  seductivo  lures  ^which  have  immured  him  for  years  in  cells,  that  reverberate  ootr 
only  to  his  sighs  of 'penitence,  and  to  relieve  society,  both  from  his  depredations  ana 
the  cost  of  his  sustenance. 

It  is  believed  that  the  penitentiary  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  is  now  fully  answai^ 
ing  the  end  of  its  creation ;  and  responding  both  to  the  commands  of  justice  and  tfaa 
anxious  desire  of  benevolence.  Like  most  institutions  of  Uie  kind,  when  first  estd>- 
lished,  its  earlier  prospects  were  not  its  brightest.  Now  the  prospects  of  the  instita- 
tion  seem  to  have  put  on  a  more  cheering  hue.  Greater  bodily  conuort  and  immnni^ 
from  sickness  exist  in  the  institution,  while  its  annual  receipts  for  the  year  ending  No- 
vember 27,  1843,  exceed  the  expenditures. 

The  neat,  well-furnished,  well-ventilated  workshops,  where  busy  industry  works  oat 
its  moral  effects  upon  minds  and  bodies  distempered  by  crime,  are  most  pleasing  ob- 
jects for  the  contemplation  of  the  philanthropic  visitor ;  and  the  pecuniary  profit  m  tfaa 
substantial  and  useful  manufiuitures,  gratify  the  lover  of  retrenchment  in  public  expen- 
sesv  OS  much  as  the  articles  themselves  please  the  advocates  of  home  production. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  change,  in  the  mode,  of  employing  the  convioti^ 
from  the  mechanical  branches  of  labor  to  the  manufacture  of  coarse  cotton  £^>rics  of 
various  kinds— of  bale-rope  and  bagging,  either  of  hemp  or  cotton — would  be  as  advan- 
tageous to  the  State  as  it  would  be  grateful  to  mechamcs,  and  those  who  deal  in  manu- 
factured articles  of  merchandise. 

Consideration  of  public  policy  and  economy,  as  well  as  a  just  regard  to  the  rights  of 
free  and  unimpeachable  citizens,  demand  the  change.  Such  a  change  could  not  fail, 
when  once  fairly  established,  to  be  productive  to  the  revenues  of  the  institution,  whila 
it  would  be  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  a  large,  respectable,  and  eminently  useful  portion 
of  the  community,  with  whose  interests  Uie  present  operations  of  the  institution  seri- 
ously interfere ;  and,  by  doing  away  with  this  interference,  an  immense  benefit  wooid 
be  conferred  on  the  State  at  large,  by  the  introduction,  to  the  planting  interests,  of  a 
home  manufacture,  wrought  from  a  home  staple,  the  purchase  of  which,  from  abroad, 
now  costs  the  planten  of  the  State  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  annually. 

The  loud  complaints  of  the  mechanical  portion  of  our  gommunity  are  well  founded. 
The  subject  is  one  which  involves  not  only  sustenance  but  reputation ;  and  the  relatiye 
respectability  of  their  several  occupations,  as  no  earthly  power  can  prevent  the  accea 
sion  of  many  of  these  convicts,  when  discharged  from  their  penal  confinement  to  die 
occupations  and  workships  of  industrious,  honored,  and  uniAipeached  citizens  thos 
owering  the  respectability  of  these  useful  employmentSy  and  almost  iireiistibly  om 
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necting  the  idea  of  State-priflon  gradaatioii,  with  all  mechanical  parmits.  The  me- 
chanic certainly  can  have  no  satisfaction  in  the  reflection  that  what  ne  has  achieved  by 
loog  yean  of  moral,  reputable  honesty,  and  laborious  apprenticeship,  should  be  as 
readily  attained  by  an  early  course  of  in&my,  and  the  ignoble  punishment  consequent 
upon  the  violation  of  .law,  and  the  outrage  of  all  that  is  honorable  and  praiseworthy 
among  men. 

There  is  another  disadvantage  in  the  present  mode  of  employing  convict  labor, 
which  your  committee  have  but  briefly  alluded  to:  it  is  the  necessity,  which  a  public 
institution,  like  a  penitentiary  of  labor,  is  under,  of  making  sale  of  its  manufactures  at 
reduced  prices,  and  of  holding  out  the  inducement  of  economy  to  all  the  surroonding 
country,  to  have  their  job  work  done,  and  instruments  of  labor  wrought,  within  the 
walls  of  the  prison,  rather  than  in  the  shops  of  reputable  and  faithful  artisans.  Moch 
of  the  former  indebtedness  of  the  institution,  and  the  consequent  dissatisfection  of  the 
people  with  its  management,  arose  from  this  very  species  of  competitiou.  and  the 
reduction  of  prices,  so  as  to  undersell  all  other  manufactures  and  venaers  of  like  maiw 
chandise. 

The  depression  and  impoverishment  of  the  mechanical  classes  by  the  mammoth  op^ 
rations  o^  a  great  State-workshop,  supported  from  the  public  revenue,  must  inevitaolr 
lower  their  position  and  influence  in  society,  while  the  annual  addition  made  to  tiieir 
number  by  the  discharged  apprentices  of  a  prison,  must  sink  the  respectability  of  their 
vocations  m  their  own  estimation,  and  in  that  of  their  connections ;  while,  more  uxgotl 
and  oppressive  still,  these  very  mechanics,  by  taxation  and  the  part  they  bear  in  fco^ 
nishiog  the  revenues  to  support  government,  are  compelled  to  pay  for  and  sustain  the 


monopoly  which  beggars  their  fiimilies,  and  compels  tnem,  with  the  iron  arm  of 
flity,  to  take  a  lower  and  less  influential  station  in  society.* 

No  site  in  the  State,  or  perhaps  in  the  world,  could  be  more  healthy  than  the  tom- 
ent  rite  of  the  Missisrippi  penitentiary  has  been  proved  to  be.  If  all  convicts  admitted 
to  the  penitentiary  were  to  have  sound  and  undecayed  constitutions,  rickness  and  moi^ 
tality  would  be  items  scarcely  to  be  found  in  the  prison  annals.  No  place,  therefore,  at 
the  t>ounds  of  the  State,  coum  be  better  adapted  to  an  entirely  secluded  imprisonment, 
and  the  energetic  and  profitable  prosecution  of  in-doors  manufactures. 

At  the  time  the  Inspectors  maae  out  dieir  report,  the  inventory  of  stock,  tools,  maa- 
u&ctured  articles,  materials,  and  all  other  property  belonginf  to  the  penitentiary, 
amounting  to  $15,021,  had  not  been  made  out,  and  they  could  not,  therefore,  place 
that  sum  to  the  credit  of  the  institution,  as  they  did  not  know  the  precise  amount.  The 
small  discrepancy  between  the  present  statement  now  fiimishea  by  your  committee 
for  the  fiscal  year  of  1843,  and  the  partial  report  made  to  the  Legislature,  is  easily  ac- 
counted for  by  the  complex  and  confused  mode  of  book-keeping  pracUced  in  the  prison 
— in  stating  which,  your  committee  do  not  intend  to  bring  any  cnaree  of  incapacity  or 
want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  late  clerk.  They  only  intend  to  assert,  that  the 
present  mode  of  keeping  the  books  of  the  institution  is  such  as  to  render  all  efforts  to 
mid  out  the  actual  situation  of  the  affairs  of  the  prison  difficult  and  uncertain ;  and  to 
effect  a  change  in  tills  mode,  your  committee  respectfully  submit  a  document  which 
contains  a  mode  believed  to  be  plain,  and,  at  the  same  time,  correct ;  and  which,  at  all 
tfanes,  will  show  the  actual  sain  or  loss  of  the  institution. 

The  carding  machine  and  the  foundry,  two  important  aoceasories  to  the  propoeed 
change,  can  be  put  in  operation  by  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  institution  during  the 
past  fiscal  year.  The  surplus  revenue  of  the  present  year,  your  committee  have  jiat 
^[rounds  to  believe,  will  exceed  that  of  the  past  by  a  considerable  amount. 

Tour  committee  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions : — 

Regolved,  Itt^by  the  LegUlalure  of  the  State  of  Mistusippi,  That  the  superintendent 
of  the  State  penitentiary  is  hereby  authorized  to  erect,  within  its  waUs,  a  wool-carding 
machine  and  an  iron  foundry ;  and  that  the  sum  of  $1,500  be,  and  the  same  ia,  hereby 
appropriated  out  of  the  funds  now  on  hand  in  the  treasury  at  the  institution  for  such 
parpo«es. 

Retolved  3rd.  That  all  the  net  profits  of  the  institution  shall  hereafter  be  set  apart 
and  appropriated,  under  the  direction  of  the  Lefislamre,  to  the  purchase  and  erectkin 
of  machinery,  with  the  view  of  establishing  in  said  institution,  a  manufactory  of  comae 
cotton  and  woolen  fiibrics,  and  bagging  and  rope,  either  of  hemp  or  cotton. 

'^  It  may  be  proper  here  to  state,  what  ihottld  have  beea  stated  at  an  earlier  moment,  Uiat  In  maUnf 
**■•  selaetioiis  frinnthe  variona  reports,  tfae  Committee  do  not  consider  themaelvea  as  in  any  wajcn* 
dontaig  the  various  opinions  tiierein  ezpresaed,  their  desire  and  endeavor  being  simply  to  give  a  ftir 
SBd  honest  synopsis  of  their  contents.— P.  D.  0. 
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Reiolredf  4th.  That  the  clerk  of  the  penitentiary  be  immediately  required  to  keep 
the  books  and  accoanta  of  the  institution  agreeably  to  the  plan  detailed  in  document 
narked  "  F ;"  and  that  books  for  that  purpose  be  purchased  by  the  funds  of  the  insti- 
tation. 

G.  R.  FALL,  Chairman  of  House  Committee, 

J.  ALEXANDER  VENTRESS,  Chairman  of  Senate  Committee. 

Disbursements, — Amount  disbursed  during  the  fiscal  year  of  1843,  from  the  27th  No- 
veoiber,  1842.  until  the  27th  November,  1843,  $27,131  50 ;  amount  of  inventory,  taken 
27th  November.  1842,  13,740  39  ;  amount  to  balance,  1,386  32  :  total,  $42,258  21. 

jReeeipts. — Amoimt  of  cash  received  and  charged  as  per  income  and  stock  book,  from 
27th  November,  1842,  to  27th  November,  1843,  $11,615  48;  amount  of  inventory, 
taken  27th  November,  1843,  15,021  93 ;  amount  of  salaries  due  for  services  rendered 
last  year,  and  paid  and  charged  this  year,  2,766  94  ;  bill  of  iron  purchased  in  1842,  and 
paid  for  in  1843,  4,895  21 ;  bill  purchased  in  1842  and  paid  in  1843,  373  28;  permanent 
improvement  from  27th  November,  1842,  to  27th  November,  1843,  4,015  94;  amount 
for  building  cistern  for  the  State,  1,225 ;  amount  of  difference  between  State  warrants 
and  par  funds,  2,344  43:  total,  $42,258  21.  Amount  gained  by  the  penitentiary  this 
year,  $1,386  32. 

1844 . — Inspectors'  Report, 

Condition  of  the  Prison. — The  lower  tier  (50  cells  in  number)  is  all  complete  and  in 

rd  order.  In  the  second  tier  there  are  36  cells  completed  and  14  others  which  can 
ready  for  use  at  very  small  expense.  The  workshops  are  in  eood  condition,  and 
suited  for  the  various  branches  of  business  carried  on  therein.'  There  are  also  sheds, 
etc.,  for  the  sheltering  of  the  articles  manufactured,  such  as  wagons,  ploughs,  etc.  The 
buildings  and  yard  about  the  penitentiary  have  been  kept  neat  and  clean  during  the 
present  year. 

Agreeably  to  resolutions  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  the  Superin- 
tendent purchased  a  carding  machine,  which  has  been  in  operation  for  several  months; 
it  is  propelled  by  horse-power.  Also,  constructed  an  iron  door  across  the  main  pat* 
sage  to  the  prison  edifice,  which  has  proved  to  be  a  great  convenience,  and  in  our 
humble  opinion,  much  more  safe  than  the  old  plan  to  prevent  the  escape  of  prisoners. 

The  Inspectors  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  recommend  any  change  about  the  prem- 
ises, except  to  erect  a  suitable  building  for  a  hospital,  which  we  think  very  necessary 
duriiiff  the  winter.  It  can  be  dispensed  with  in  summer,  as  the  large  passage  between 
the  cmls  is  then  a  cool  and  pleasant  place  for  the  sick. 

The  clothing  and  bedding  ampW  suffice  to  make  them  comfortable  ;  their  food  has 
been  of  a  strong  and  wholesome  kind,  the  cost  of  which  averages  4|  cents  per  day  far 
each  convict.  We  flatter  ourselves  they  will  compare  in  appearance  with  any  prisoneit 
confined  in  similar  institutions  in  th^  Union. 

We  have  a  hope  that  the  cash  receipts  during  the  present  year,  from  the  labor  of  Hbe 
convicts,  will  be  suflBcient  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of  the  institution  without  calling 
on  the  State  for  aid. 

RICH.  P.  WINSLOW,  > 

LEWIS  L.  TAYLOR,     >  Inspecton. 

J.  C.  FORREST,  ) 

1844. — Superintendent's  Report. 

The  number  of  convicts  in  this  penitentiary  on  the  28th  day  of  November,  1843, 
66 ;  received  since  that  time,  33 ;  making  m  all  99,  out  ot  which  8  have  been 
i^ai^ed  by  expiration  of  sentence ;  3  have  been  pardoned  by  the  Governor ;  2  died,  and 

3  were  sent  back  by  writ  of  error  from  Judge  Sharkey,  leaving  now  in  confinement 
84,  which  are  employed  generally  as  follows : — 

In  wheelwright  and  carpenters  shop,  including  hamessmakers,  16 ;  in  blacksmith 
shop,  12 ;  in  shoemakers  shop,  4 ;  spinning,  weaving,  warping,  etc.,  6 ;  carding  and 
cleaning  wool,  3  ;  pnintin§[  ana  carriage  trimming,  5 ;  cutting  wood  and  getting  timber, 

4  ;  in  brick-yard,  13 ;  dnviug  horses  to  machine,  1 ;  in  grinding  com,  2 ;  iu  garden- 
ing, 1 ;  in  cooking,  4 ;  in  washing,  2 ;  sweeping  and  cleanioff  prison,  2 ;  average  in 
■ontary  confinement,  2 ;  old  and  infirm,  2 ;  average  confined  by  nonets,  5 ;  wbole 
ntmiber  confined  in  prison,  NoTember,  1844,  84. 


384  MIBfllMIPFI   BTATB  PliflON* 

Tfab  prbon  labon  under  leriouB  diiadvantages  uot  known  to  any  other  priton  m  the 
UnioByOn  eooonnt  of  the  heavy  expense  incurrad  in  gnanding  the  walls,  for  whidi  tliofv 
seema  to  be  no  remedy,  except  tearing  down  and  building  up  new  walk.  Tbe  62* 
penae  of  guarding  the  walla  the  past  year,  including  board  of  guard,  etc.,  amounts  to 
the  sum  of  $1,299. 

I  have  felt  myself  compelled  to  keep  one  convict  in  solitary  confinement  during  the 
whole  of  the  past  year.  I  exhausted  all  my  management  on  him  before  I  adopted  this 
veiy  harsh  course.  Others  also  were  placed  in  solitary  confinement  at  difi*erent  times, 
making  an  average  of  two  thus  punished  during  the  whole  of  the  past  year.  As  i»> 
gards  tne  firstriiamed,  I  am  satisfied  that  nothing  but  the  want  of  the  lask  has  prodoeed 
the  necessity  of  his  ever  going  into  solitary  confinement  I  wish  to  call  your  attentioA 
particularly  to  his  case,  and  ask  you  to  have  some  remedy  |>rovided  against  a  too  fi»> 

auent  recun*euce  to  the  necessity  of  solitary  confinement,  which  I  believe  can  only  be 
one  by  the  use  of  the  leuhf  property  guarded. 

Yon  will  perceive  that  the  whole  expense  of  the  penitentiary  for  provisions  duriiiff 
the  last  year,  was  $2,361  13,  entitled  to  a  credit  df  $101  for  provision  sold,  and  $486  10 
amount  of  provisions  on  hand,  leaving  for  amount  consumed,  $1,773  03.  There  are  84 
convicts.  10  guards,  and  an  average  of  6  negroes  left  in  prison  for  sate  keeping,  makiiic 
in  all  100  persons  supported  from  the  above  amount  of  $1,773  03,  which  you  will  fial 
amounts  to  4|  cents  per  head  for  each  day. 

There  have  been  10  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  2  by  death,  and  3  by  pardoii«r 

Receiptt. — Blacksmith  shop,  $5,367  72 ;  wheelwright  and  carpenters  shop,  6,740  76 
shoemakers  shop,  1,454  91 ;  tailors  shop,  3  25 ;  weavers  and  wool-carders  shop,  328  29 
sale  of  hogs,  101  00 ;  keeping  runaway  slaves,  207  90;  sale  of  oxen  and  horsea,  197  50. 
brickyard,  for  sale  of  bricks,  2,397  13 :  total  cash  receipts,  $16,798  45.  Additional 
earnings  for  which  cash  has  not  been  received — 32  chains,  manufactured  for  Ststa 
House,  at  $1  a  piece,  $32  00 ;  iron  door,  and  partition  in  passage  to  main  building,  and 
grating  for  prison  walls,  and  hauling  sand  for  improving  premises,  275  90 ;  "'■■^Vg 
uurge  table  for  Governor's  Office,  30  00 :  making  fl^-stanfor  capitol, 25  00 ;  fumidiing 
lumber  and  building  shed  in  brick-yard,  147  48;  making  one  propelling  wheel  ana 
drums  for  tomiuf  lathes,  and  other  incmrovements,  671  10 ;  making  one  large  table  and 
book  case  for  Adjutant  General's  Office,  and  lightning-rods  for  State  Capitol,  90  95 ; 
furnishing  and  laying  39,079  bricks  on  Governor^  Stable,  468  92  ;  cutting  and  hauling 
120  cords  of  wood  for  prison,  $1  50  a  cord,  180  00 ;  board  and  attention  to  2  convicts  kept 
in  solitary  confinement  730  days,  at  40  cents  per  day,  292  00 ;  board  and  attentioa  to  8 
old  and  uifirm  convicts,  for  730  days,  at  40  cents  per  day,  292  00 ;  board  and  nnrsiBg 
5  sick  convicts,  1,825  days,  at  40  cents  oer  day,  730  00 ;  services  of  4  convicts  codung 
ibr  prison,  1,460  days,  at  40  cents  per  oay,  720  00 ;  services  of  2  convicts  washing  tar 
prison,  380  days,  at  50  cents  per  day,  36  00 ;  services  of  2  convicts  at  sweejnng  and 
cleaning,  730  days,  at  33  cents  per  day,  240  00 ;  out-door  and  job  work  on  prison  and 
garden,  293  00 ;  keeping  negro  boy  Peter,  brought  from  Lawrence  county,  for  trial 
before  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  from  January  2, 1842,  to  November  30, 
1844,  139  60;  convict  clothing,  shoes,  hats,  etc.,  consumed  and  repaired,  603  66. 
Amount  of  salaries  due  last  year,  paid  and  charged  this  year,  432  12 ;  profit  and  loss 
account — for  loss  on  manufactured  articles  made  oy  Superintendent  Hart,  and  sold  kai 
than  invoice  price,  385  90 ;  amount  of  Superintendent's  drafts  issued  upon  Ae  Auditor 
and  taken  up  and  cancelled  from  the  receipt  of  the  institution  by  order  of  Board  m 
Inspectors,  3,284  66 ;  amount  of  stock  on  hand  as  per  inventory  taken  November  30^ 
1844,  3,172  74 ;  cash  on  hand  November  30,  1844,  1,561  74 :  grand  total,  $41,227  28. 

Disbunementi. — For  provisions,  $2,361  13;  closing,  124  50;  hospital,  72  40;  sous 
candles,  and  oil,  331  60 ;  freight  and  hauling,  611  68;  furniture  and  stationery,  29  19; 
salaries  to  officers,  4,97 1  77 ;  ralaries  to  the  guards,  3,979  83 ;  building  materials,  1 10  87 ; 
piaster- workmen's  salary,  917  50;  blankeu  and  bedding,  76  50 ;  tools,  299  04 ;  woik- 
ing  materials,  5.761  46 ;  arms  and  ammunition,  8  21 ;  horses  and  oxen,  243  00 ;  fan^ 
and  fuel,  1,284  78 ;  carding  machine,  750  00 ;  contingencies,  664  96 ;  stock  on  band  m 
per  inventory,  November  28,  1843,  15,021  93;  cadi  on  hand  as  per  cash  aocoonl^ 
2,269  88 ;  net  profits  from  November  28,  1843,  to  November  30. 1844,  1,337  00 :  lo> 
tal,  $41,227  28.  BENJ.  G.  WEIB,  SuperintondeiiL 

1844. — Phtsician's  Rsport. 

It  is  a  well  known  fiust  that  fever  has  prevailed  to  an  nnprecedented  extent  ofyer  a 
large  portion  of  the  upland  country  of  the  State,  and  that  to  one  or  two  locationi  a 
fotffol  fioalt^  has  attended  it,  yet  there  has  not  occoired  in  this  institntion  a  aolteij 
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of  fever  that  did  not  yield  in  the  treatment  in  three  or  foar  days,  to  mild  ha«  been 
itM  character. 

The  portion  of  acnte  forms  of  diiease  independent  of  fever  has  not  been  as  great  at 
laat  year ;  in  their  character  they  virere,  with  few  exceptionB,  mild,  and  of  abort  duratioii. 

Tne  jonmal  of  the  medical  department  exhibits,  nowever,  an  increase  of  chronio 
caaee  over  the  last  year.  This  increase,  I  may  observe,  has  not  originated  in  the  peni* 
tontiary.  More  than  a  third  of  those  admitted  in  the  last  year,  have  broaght  with  them 
various  chronic  diseases,  the  resalt  uf  vicious  habits,  privations,  and  exposure.  Indeed, 
It  'vroold  appear  that  the  demand  for  the  services  of  the  Physician  comes  in  a  majority 
of  cases  from  that  cla«is  of  unfortunates  who,  having  exhausted  their  means  and  their 
coDStitntions  in  the  indulgence  of  every  species  of  vice  and  dissipation,  find  their  way 
to  the  penitentiary,  regarding  it  as  nn  asylum  where  their  wants  and  sufferings  may  be 
ministered  to,  rather  than  a  place  of  probationary  punishment  provided  by  government 
for  the  expiation  of  crimes  committed. 

There  have  occurred  but  2  deaths  in  the  prison  since  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year« 
both,  mngnlarly  enough,  having  taken  place  on  the  same  night,  one  dying  of  chronio 
diarrhcBa,  the  other  of  apoplexy.  The  history  of  the  first  one  may  be  told  in  a  few 
i^orda — he  came  into  the  prison  with  a  constitution  broken  down  by  a  complicatioii 
of  diseases  of  long  standing,  which,  after  much  suffering  and  confinement,  terminated 
his  existence.  Ot  the  other  individual  little  was  known ;  he  had  but  recenUy  entered 
the  prison  and  presented  the  appearance  of  robust  health.  He  was  a  man  of  full  habits, 
aangnine  temperament,  short  neck  and  large  head ;  had  been  slightly  indisposed  tho 
day  before  his  decease,  but  was  able  to  answer  to  his  number  a  few  hours  before  hit 
death. 

There  are  at  this  time  in  the  hospital  but  two  cases  of  disease,  one  a  case  of  chronio 
Tbeamatism,  the  other  chronic  diarrhoea.  W.  S.  LANGLEY,  Physician. 

1845. — Inspectors'  Report. 

Aereenbly  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  approved  5th  March,  1846,  for  changinff  ooii- 
vict  labor,  and  other  purposes,  the  Superintendent  has  commenced  a  building  44  by  88 
feet,  Uiree  stories  high,  for  the  reception  of  machinery  for  manufacturing  woolen  and 
cotton  goods.  There  has  been  built  a  very  large  cistern,  20  by  26  feet,  for  supplying 
the  engine  with  water ;  this  embraces  all  the  material  permanent  improvements  aboat 
the  prison. 

Tne  cash  receipts  this  year  have  amounted  to  $5,124  60  leas  than  last  year.  The 
amount  of  manufactured  articles  now  on  hand  is  $6,163.  The  amount  drawn  from  the 
State  treasury  is  $12,706  27.  The  increase  in  stock  and  tools  over  last  year  is  $5,727  95. 
Cash  now  on  hand,  $3,542  29.  The  loss  on  sales  of  manufiictured  articles,  (sold  loM 
dum  invoice  price,)  is  $496  12. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  there  has  been  purchased  and  put  into 
operation  an  engine  and  fixtures  for  propelling  the  machinery  now  erected  in  the 
prison ;  it  is  also  of  sufficient  power  to  propel  the  additional  machinery  for  manufactor- 
mg  woolen  and  cotton,  goods. 

The  Inspectors  ordered  machinery,  which  will  give  employment  to  20  or  25  hando. 
The  boara  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  comply  strictly  with  the  act  of  the  last  Legi»' 
latmv.  The  machinery  necessary  to  employ  80  hands,  would  cost  $30,000;  the 
amount  appropriated  was  but  $4,000.  The  board  therefore  found  it  neceisary,  in  order 
to  make  any  showing  towards  complying  with  the  law,  to  appropriate  from  the  sales 
of  articles  in  the  institution,  about  $2,500. 

It  will  be  proper  to  state  here  distinctly,  that  should  the  Legislature  subsequently 
make  an  appropriation  for  the  extension  of  machinery,  the  eneine  and  fixtures,  the 
house  now  being  erected,  and  a  portion  of  the  machinery,  vrill  be  sufficient,  (witboat 
additional  expense,)  for  the  employment  of  80  hands. 

We  are  satisfied,  from  experience  and  close  observation,  that  it  is  very  important  for 
the  safety  of  the  prisoners,  and  as  a  matter  of  economy  to  the  State,  that  some  plan  be 
adopted  to  make  sale  of  the  manufiictured  articles  witiiout  the  walls  of  the  prison.  It 
is  not  unfrequent  to  see  20  or  25  persons  within  the  walls  of  the  prison  at  one  time,  and 
a  large  majority  of  them  visit  from  mere  idle  curiosity,  and  occupy  the  time  of  the  ofll- 
oenand  guards,  and  prevent  them  from  attending  to  their  duties;  this  is  during  all 
hours  of  the  day.  It  also  attracts  the  attention  of  the  prisoners,  and  causes  them  to 
gaze  and  idle  away  tune.  EICHARD  P.  WINSLOW,  ^ 

J.  C.  FOREEST,  >  Inspeotora. 

CHARLES  SCOTT,  J 
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1845. — Superintendent's  Report. 

By  an  examination  of  the  books  of  the  institution,  you  will  perceive  that  we  have 
had  not  more  than  70  convicts  daring  the  spring,  summer,  ana  &1I  months,  and  tint 
by  an  examination  of  the  Physician's  report  and  books,  you  will  see  that  an  avemge 
or  15  of  that  number  have  been  sick  during  the  year,  and  that  for  about  4  montha, 
30  were  on  the  sick  list,  leaving,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  only  55  hands 
capable  of  doing  labor ;  the  number  of  convicts  has  now  run  up  to  89  within  the  last 
few  weeks,  and  the  whole  number  has  generally  been  employed  as  follows : — 

In  blacksmith  shop,  7 ;  wheelright  shop,  10 ;  shoemuiers  shop,  6 ;  spinning  aild 
weaving.  6 ;  carding  and  cleaning  wool,  3 ;  painting  and  carriage  trimming,  4  ;  brick- 
yard and  laying  brick,  22 ;  ffrindin^  com,  3 ;  gardening,  2  ;  cookins  and  washing,  5 ; 
sweeping  and  cleaning,  2 ;  old  and  mfirm,  4  ;  average  sick,  15 :  total,  89. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  received  into  the  prison  since  its  commencement  is 
196.  The  whole  number  in  confinement  on  the  30th  of  November,  1845,  was  84.  The 
whole  number  received  since  then  to  30th  November,  1846,  is  37.  Discharged  of  this 
number  by  expiration  of  sentence,  17,  and  discharged  by  pardon  of  the  governor,  8,  4 
of  which  received  their  pardons  on  the  day  before  their  service  expired,  on  account  of 
extraordinary  good  behavior  while  in  prison  ;  7  died  during  the  year;  which  leaves 
now  in  confinement,  89. 

Whole  number  of  convicts  received  since  first  admission,  April  15,  1840,  196 ;  ni 
confinement  December  1,  1845,84;  since  received,  up  to  November  30,  1848,37; 
discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence.  17 ;  do.  by  executive  pardon,  8 ;  doadiSy  7 ; 
remaining  in  confinement  November  30, 1846,  89. 

Number  from  each  County. — Hinds,  3 ;  Franklin,  2 ;  Itawamba,  4 ;  Adams,  3 ;  Moo- 
roe,  5 ;  Noxubee,  2 ;  Harrison,  2 ;  Marion,  2 ;  Copiah,  4 ;  Holmes,  1 ;  Leake,  3  ,  War- 
ren, 8 ;  Wilkinson,  1 ;  Lowndes,  5  ;  Tippah,  2 ;  Panola,  2 ;  Claiborne,  4 ;  La&yette,  1; 
Tishemingo,  2  ;  Bolivar,  1 ;  Madison,  3  ;  Jasper,  2 ;  Jefferson,  1 ;  Greene,  1 ;  Jack- 
son, 1 ;  Carrnll,  3  ;  Simpson,  1 ;  Coahoma,  1 ;  Pike,  1 ;  De  Soto,  2. 

Term  of  Senteneet. — For  25  years,  1 ;  20  years,  1 ;  15  years,  3 ;  12  years,  19 ;  10 
years,  1^  ;  8  years,  2 ;  7  years,  4  ;  6  years,  6 ;  5  years,  17  ;  4  years,  10  ;  3  yean»  5 ; 
2  years,  18. 

Crimeg. — Horse  stealing,  2 ;  manslaughter,  14 ;   robbery,  2 ;   grand  larceny,  12 ;  n» 

rt)  stealing.  10 ;  petty  larceny,  21 ;  murder,  (sentence  commuted,)  1 ;  assault  to  kill, 
;  burglary,  3  ;  assault  to  commit  rape,  2 ;  forsery,  6 ;  rape,  2 ;  assault  to  kill  his  wifi^ 
1 ;  having  counterfeit  money  in  possession,  1 ;  ao.  forged  notes  in  possession.  1 ;  abet> 
ting  to  murder,  1 ;  attempt  to  steal  a  slave,  1 ;  perjury,  1 ;  larceny  and  forgery,  2. 

Places  of  NcUipify. — Mississippi,  5  ;  North  Carolina,  3 ;  Georgia,  7 ;  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, 1 ;  South  Carolina,  10  i  Tennessee,  6;  Ireland,  5;  Vermont,!;  lUinoisyS; 
Louisiana,  3  ;  Pennsylvania,  4  ;  Alabama,  6 ;  Arkansas,  1 ;  Choctaw  Indian  nation.  1 ; 
New  York,  8  ;  Ohio,  3  ;  Virginia,  9 ;  Missouri,  1 ;  Maine,  1 ;  Massachusetts,  2  ;  Ken- 
tocky,  2  ;  ludiana,  2 ;  England,  2  ;  St.  Domingo,  1 ;  Austria,  1 ;  Hanover,  1 ;  Scot* 
land,  1. 

Occupations  fohen  committed. — Schoolmaster,  1 ;  house  carpenters,  3  ;  saddler,  1 
carriagemaker,  1 ;  blacksmiths,  6  ;  bamessmaker,  1 ;  wheelwrights,  2  ;  physicians,  2 
tailors,  2  ;  shoemakers,  3 ;  leather  currier,  1 ;  ship  carpenter,  1 ;  painter,  1 ;  sailor,  1 
stonemason,  1 ;  spinner,  1 ;  cabinetmaker,  1 ;  without  trades  or  professions,  60. 

Ages.— From  17  to  20  years,  9  ;  20  to  30.  42  ;  30  to  40,  23  ;  40  to  50,  9  ;  50  to  60, 
3 ;  60  to  70,  2  ;  70  to  106,  1.  BENJAMIN  G.  WEIR,  Superintendent 

1845. — Physician's  Report. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  prison  this  year,  has  exceeded  diat  of  any  other  since 
its  establishment.  About  the  first  of  May  the  convicts  were  attacked  almost  simultane- 
ouslv  with  dysentery  of  a  very  malignant  character,  which,  in  a  few  weeks,  had  ex- 
tended over  the  whole  prison,  leaving  scarcely  an  individual  who  was  not  more  or  less 
afilicted  by  it. 

No  abatement  took  place  until  the  sick  were  removed  to  another  building  prepared 
for  their  reception,  ana  a  thorough  cleansing  of  the  cells  and  bedding  had  been  made. 

The  number  of  deaths  by  dysentery  were  four ;  two  have  died  of  chronic  diarriim, 
and  one  of  pulmonary  consumption.  There  have  been  but  few  cases  of  fevers  during 
the  year ;  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  having  prevailed  to  the  exclusion  of  almost  eveiy 
other  disease. 

The  prison  is  at  this  time  comparatively  healtliv.  there  being  only  a  few  cbronk 
cases  on  the  sick  list.  WM.  S.  LANGLEY,  Phyrician. 
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1845. — ^Inspectors'  Report. 

• 

The  priaoiten  are  generally  obedient ;  but  few  offences  occur ;  and  the  mode  of 
pQuiahment  0e«ms  to  liave  the  desired  effeoU  The  priaooers  are  well  clod  in  the  man- 
n&ctares  of  the  prison,  and  fed  with  strong  and  substantial  food. 

The  prison  is  entirely  free  from  debt,  with  a  balance  in  its  iavor  of  $5,110  02,  and 
its  prospects  justify  the  conclusion  that  for  the  fatare,  insteacf  of  being  a  tax  npoa 
the  treasury,  it  will  yield  a  handsome  revenue  to  the  State. 

RICHARD  P.  WIN8L0W,  ) 

J.  C.  FOREST,  Vlnspectors. 

GEORGE  R.  FALL,  ) 


1845. — Suprrintendent's  Report. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  in  the  prison  at  the  expiration  of  the  fiscal  year  la 
1844,  were  84 ;  received  since  that  time,  23 :  making  107— out  of  which  15  have 
been  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  2  by  writ  of  error,  5  by  executive  pardon^ 
and  1  by  death ;  leaving  now  in  confinement  84.  I  consider  it  proper  to  remark,  here,  . 
thirt  two  of  the  pardons  referred  to  above  were  granted  by  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  day  before  the  expiration  of  sentence,  on  account  of  their  good  behavior 
during  their  confinement  in  prison. 

The  convicts  during  the  past  year  have  been  employed  generally  as  follows : — 

In  blacksmith  shop,  12 ;  wheelwright  and  hamessmaking,  16 ;  shoe  shop,  4 ;  spin* 
sing,  weaving,  warpmg,  etc.,  6;  cardmg  and  cleaning  wool,  3;  painting  and  camago 
trinuning,  5;  brick-yuxi  and  building  cisterns,  19;  driving  horses  to  machme,  It 
grinding  com,  3;  gardening,  1;  cooxing,  3;  washing,  2;  sweeping  and  cleaning 
prison,  2 ;  old  and  io£rm,  2 ;  average  sick,  5 :  total,  84. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  punishment  book  that  only  26  ponishments  have  beea 
inflicted  during  the  year,  and  for  the  last  4  months  only  1 ;  all  of  which  have  been  of 
a  very  mild  character. 

The  reverend  clergy  of  this  city  and  its  vicinity  have  continued  their  religious  exer- 
cises as  usual  in  the  prison ;  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  attention  of  the  convicts 
to  the  word  preached  is  good,  and  their  anxieties  for  religious  exercises  are  calculated 
to  inspire  me  with  a  hope  that  the  word  spoken  has  not  been  "  as  seed  sown  by  the 
wayside,  or  among  thorns,*'  but  on  good  ground,  and  therefore  produced  good  fruit. 
Of  one  thing  I  am  certain — that  the  religious  exercises  here  have  a  tendency  to  make 
tile  observHOce  of  discipline  oii  the  part  of  the  convicts  comparatively  easy,  and  the 
necessity  of  punishment  very  rare. 

Total  numoer  of  convicts  in  prison,  November  30,  1845,  89. 

Crime$, — Larceny,  48 ;  murder,  1 ;  rape  and  attempt,  4 ;  burglary,  3 ;  attempt  to 
kill,  6 ;  counterfeiting,  2  ;  manslaughter,  14  ;  forgery,  8 ;  robbery,  2 ;  peijnry,  1. 

.i^s.— Under  20,  7  ;  20  to  30,  43 ;  between  30  and  40,  23 ;  40  and  50,  10 ;  orer 
50,  6. 

Whole  number  of  convicts  received  since  first  admission,  April  15,  1840,  159 ;  in 
confinement  December  1,  1844,  84 ;  since  received,  23 :  total,  107. 

Of  whom  there  were  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  15 ;  by  writ  of  error 
horn  High  Court  of  Error  and  Appeals,  2 ;  executive  pardon,  5 ;  death,  1.  Leaving  in 
confinement  November  30,  1845,  84. 

Number  from  each  County. — Adams,  18 ;  Lowndes,  7  ;  Warren,  7 ;  Hinds,  5 ; 
Itawamba,  3 ;  Noxubee,  2 ;  Marion,  2 ;  Holmes,  1 ;  Leake,  2 ;  Wilkinson,  3 ;  Monroe, 
5 ;  Hancock,  2 ;  Carroll,  2 ;  Newton,  1 ;  Claiborne,  1 ;  Lafayette,  2 ;  Pontotoc,  1 ; 
Madison.  3;  Jasper,  3;  Jefferson,  1;  Tishomingo,  4;  Jackson,  1;  Kemper,  1;  Choc- 
taw, 1 ;  Tippah,  2 ;  Coahoma,  1 ;  Pike,  1 ;  Green,  1 ;  Harrison,  1.  ^ » 

Term  of  SefUeneei.—For  life,  1 ;  20  years,  1 ;  15,  2 ;  12,  3 ;  10,  14 ;  8,  1 ;  7,  7 ;  6, 
4;  5,14;  4,  11;  3,  10;  2,  16. 

Crimes. — Horse  stealing,  3;  manslaughter,  11;  robbery,  2;  arson,  1;  murder,  1; 
grand  larceny,  14 ;  petty  larceny,  22 ;  assault  and  battery  to  kill,  3 ;  receiving  stolen 
goods,  1;  attempt  to  commit  rape,  1;  negro  st^ding,  11;  rape,  2;  shootmg  to  kill, 
2 ;  bigamy,  1 ;  forgery,  2 ;  possessing  forged  notes,  1 ;  burgUvy,  3 ;  penury,  1 ;  astanlt 
to  kill  his  wife.  1 ;  aiding  to  commit  murder,  1.  ' 

Plaes*  of  Nativity. ^-Vermontf  1 ;  Massachusetts,  3 ;  New  York,  8 ;  Pennsylvania, 
4;  Virginia,  10;  Maryland,  1;  Delaware,  1;  North  Carolina,  5;  Soo^  Car(Aina,6; 
Georgia,  5;  TennesMe,  4,; Kentucky, 2;  IndiaQa,2;  Illiwna,2;  Ohio,  5;  Mi«ou%l; 
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Alabama,  5 ;  Miasurippi,  4 ;  Loaiiiana,  2 ;  England,  3 ;  Ireland,  5 ;  Scotland,  1 ;  Dtth 
mark,  1 ;  AoBtria,  1 ;  St.  Domiogo,  1 ;  Choctaw  nation,  1. 

OeeupcUions  idien  Committed. — Blacksmiths,  3 ;  wheelwrights,  2 ;  cabinetmaken,  2; 
shoemakers*,  2 ;  painter,  1 ;  tailor  1 ;  sailor,  I  v  printers,  2 ;  glassblower,  1 ;  phjsidaB, 
1 ;  gunsmith,  1 ;  without  trades,  67. 

i^e«.— From  17  to  20  years,  12 ;  20  to  30,  36 ;  30  to  40,  25 ;  40  to  50,  6 ;  50  to  60, 
3;  60  to  70.  1;  106,  1. 

Color. — White  males,  61 ;  colored  males,  3. 

Relation: — Married,  24 ;  mimarried,  56 ;  widowers,  4 :   total,  84. 

Reeeipli. — Manu&ctnred  articles,  $972  05 ;  blacksmith  shop,  3,390  61 ;  wheelwright 
shop,  5,504  04;  shoe  shop,  477  51 ;  weavers,  tailors,  and  carders  shop,  904  89;  bnck 
yard,  3,535  02 ;  job  and  oat-door  work,  1,543 ;  from  State  of  Mississippi,  253  42 ;  stock 
and  tools  on  huid,  December  1,  1845,  13,931  12;  cash  on  hand  December  1,  1845, 
3,359  37:  total,  $33,771  03. 

Dubur$emeni$. — Forage  and  fuel,  1,080  69;  provisbn,  2,603  44;  hospital,  9128; 
discharged  convicts,  262 ;  books  and  stationery,  73  04 ;  contingencies,  530  73 ;  in^wo- 
tors  per  diem,  104;  freight  and  hauling,  310  65;  oflBcers'  salaries,  4,180;  guards^ 
4,004 ;  master-workman's  salary,  232  50 ;  oil  and  lights,  454  20 ;  stock  and  tools  on 
hand  December  1,  1844,  13.172  74;  cash  on  hand  at  same  date,  1,561  74;  baknce, 
being  net  gain  for  the  year  1844,5,110  01 :  total,  $33  771  03. 

BENJ.  G.  WEIR,  SaperintendMit. 

1845. — Physician's  Report. 

In  the  months  of  March,  April,  and  May,  diarrhcsa  and  dysentery  preyaOed  to  a 
ftreater  extent  than  usual ;  but  on  comparing  the  aggregate  amount  of  cases  of  eveiy 
description  which  have  received  medical  aid  throughout  the  present  with  the  past 
year,  me  result,  in  point  of  health,  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  this  year. 

A  case  of  chronic  diarrhoea  terminated  fatally  a  short  time  after  having  entered  the 
prison.  This  is  the  only  death  that  has  occurred  in  the  penitentiary  since  my  last 
innnal  report 

WM.  S.  LAN6LEY,  Pfaynckn. 


Synopsis  of  the  Report  of  the  Tennessee  Penitentiary  for  the  Tears 

1844  and  1845. 

1844,  1845. — Agent's  Report. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  cash  receipto  have  been  $51,345  37 ;  expenditimi^ 
including  balance  due  September  30,  1843,  $38,231  59 ;  amount  paid  commissionerB 
for  building  State  Capitol,  $8,000 :  leaving  a  balance  of  cash  on  hand,  September  30, 
1845,  of  $5,113  88. 

In  addition  to  cash  paid  commissioners  for  building  State  Capitol,  varioos  artidea 
have  been  furnished,  and  work  executed,  to  the  amount  of  $1,900  20,  which,  with  the 
notes  given  for  the  purchase  of  stone  quarry,  and  which  are  not  jet  due,  make  the 
the  total  amount  to  their  debit  in  the  prison  books,  $1 1,400  20.  This  amount  does  not 
include  the  onarrying  and  cutting  of  any  stone,  for  which  no  charge  has,  as  yet,  been 
made,  but  which,  at  a  &ir  estimate,  amounts  at  this  time  to  about  91,500. 

You  will  find  by  one  of  the  annexed  statemenu,  that  after  deducting  all  the  l]abilitiei» 
together  with  former  reported  balances,  a  dear  profit  remains  to  toe  prison  from  iCi 
last  two  years'  operations  of  $18,239  70.  H.  I.  ANDERSON,  Ageot. 

Reeeipeg. — Cash  received  for  articles  sold  and  debts  collected,  from  September  SO, 
1843,  to  September  30,  1845,  $51,345  47. 

DishunementM. — Balance  September  30,  1845,  $1,696  48;  cash  paid  for  snadriei^ 
including  all  salaries  of  officers,  materials,  victualing  convicts,  etc.,  36,635  11;  cash 
paid  commissioners  for  building  State  Capitol,  8,000:  total,  46,231  59.  Balance  cmh 
on  hand,  September  30, 1845,  $5,113  88. 

^iLCATiTVLATio%. —Reeeipes. — balance  of  manufactures,  $42,459  48 ;  balance  intM^ 

ett  account,  508  48;  bills  receivable,  14,869  18;  accounts  doe  prison,  21,233  30; 

viiiBioners  of  Stat»4ioQse,  11,400  20 ;  cash  on  hand,  5,113  88 :  total,  $05,574  52. 
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Duburtement. — Balance  of  expense  account,  $7,186  38 ;  amonnt  of  wages  and  victn- 
iling  aoooonts,  17,784  92 ;  amount  due  sundries  on  account,  3,257  92  ;  notes  given  for 
the  porcbase  of  stone  quarry,  not  due,  1,500 ;  balances  reported  to  September,  30, 
1843,  47,605  60;  balance  in  iavor  of  tbe  prison,  September  30,  1845,  18,239  70: 
local,  $95,574  52a         .  . 

Whole  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement  September  30,  1843, 1.94 ;  since  receiVed 
—white  males,  121 :  do.  females,  4;  black  males,  8:  total  327. 

Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence  from  September  30,  1843,  to  September  30, 
1845 — white  males,  54 ;  black  males.  4 ;  pardoned  under  the  law  of  1836 — white 
males  41 ;  black  males,  2 ;  general  pardons — white  males,  4 ;  4o.  females,  2 ;  escaped, 
6 ;  died,  2 ;  now  in  confinement,  29. 

J^es.-— Under  20  years,  22 ;  20  to  25,  46 ;  25  to  30,  45 ;  30  to  40,  44 ;  40  to  50,  16 ; 
50  to  60,  12 ;  60  to  70  and  upwards,  4 :  total  189. 

Terma  of  Senteneet. — For  life,  9 ;  21  years,  6 ;  20  do.  2 ;  18  do.  1 ;  15  do.  4 ;  14  do. 
1 ;  12  do.  1 ;  11  do.  1 ;  10  do.  12 ;  8  do.  3 ;  7  do.  and  6  months,  1 ;  7  do.  and  5  months, 
1 ;  7  years,  1 ;  6  years,  5 ;  5  do.  and  10  months.  1 ;  5  years,  27  ;  4  do.  and  6  months,  2 ; 

4  yenrs,  12 ;  3  do.  and  9^  months,  1 ;  3  do.  and  6  months,  5  ;  3  do.  and  1  month,  1 ;  3 
yean,  52 ;   3  do.  and  3  months,  1 ;   2  do.  and  9  months,  1 ;   2  do.  and  6  months,  2  ;   5 

5  do.  and  7  months,  1 ;  2  years,  10 ;    1  do.  and  10  months,  1 ;    1  do.  and  6  months,  3 ; 
1  do.  and  1  month,  1 ;  1  year,  21. 

Nwmber  from  each  CotaUy. — Davidson,  15 ;  Fayette,  9 ;  Shelby,  18 ;  Haywood,  2 ; 
Bedford,  4;  Stewart,  4  ;  Montgomery  2;  Lawrence,  3;  Hardin,  3 ;  Bradley  4;  Madi- 
son, 7  ;  Wilson,  2 ;  Marion,  1 ;  Giles,  3 ;  Carroll,  6 ;  Grainger,  4 ;  Coffee,  3 ;  McMinn, 
4;  Henderson,  3 ;  Monroe,  2 ;  Green,  1 ;  Anderson,  2 ;  Bledsee.  2 ;  Maury,  6 ;  Knox, 
6 ;  Bhea,  1 ;  Washington,  4 ;  Williamson,  3  ;  Hamilton,  3 ;  Hickman,  1 ;  Dickson,  1 ; 
Sumner,  2 ;  Tipton,  3 ;  Roane,  3 ;  Johnson,  5  ;  Obion,  3  ;  Wayne,  2  ;  Weakley,  1 ; 
Gibson,  5 ;  Rutnerford,  2 ;  DeKalb,  2 ;  Jackson,  1 ;  Henry,  1 ;  Hawkins,  2 ;  Htim- 
phreys,  1 ;  Sullivan,  2 ;  Cannon,  1 ;  McNairy,  1 ;  Warren,  1 ;  Marshall,  1 ;  Lincoln,  3 ; 
Bmitzi,  1 ;  White,  2 ;  Blount,  2 ;  Robertson,  1 ;  Claiborne,  2 ;  Fentress,  3 ;  Overton,  1 ; 
Folk,  2  ;  Jefierson,  2 ;  Hardeman,  1 ;  Franklin,  1. 

PlaetM  of  NeUivUy. — Tennessee,  81 ;  North  Carolina,  28 ;  Kentucky,  5 1  South  Caro- 
lina, 10 ;  Virginia,  14 ;  Alabama,  1 ;  Maryland,  3  ;  New  York,  9 ;  Georgia,  8 ;  District 
of  Columbia,  1 ;  Pennsylvania,  6  ;  Vermont,  1 ;  Indiana,  1 ;  Louisiana,  1 ;  Ohio,  1 ; 
Delaware,  1 ;  Hlinois,  1 ;  New  Hampshire,  1 ;  Ireland,  4 ;  Wales,  1 ;  Germany,  3 ; 
Eiu^and,  4 ;  Scotland,  2 ;  Holland,  1 ;  Canada,  1. 

A  statement  showing  Uie  number  of  c(Mvicts  received,  and  their  crimes,  since  the 
prison  went  into  operation,  from  1831  to  1845,  inclusive : — 

Murder,  first  degree,  13 ;  murder,  second  degree,  25 ;  manslaughter,  34 ;  stabbing, 
30;  shooting,  9 ;  aisault  to  kiU,  24 ;  maiming,  6 ;  burglary,  13 ;  rape,  6 ;  arson,  5?-  ne- 
gro stealing,  13;  receiving  stolen  goods,  11 ;  stealing  oxen,  1 ;  robbing  United  States 
■Bail,  3 ;  bigamy,  16 ;  incest,  3 ;  folse  token,  7 ;  releasing  prisoner  from  jail,  1 ;  per- 
inry,  8 ;  forgery  31 ;  hog  stealing,  4 ;  counterfeiting,  39 ;  buggery.  1 ;  remaining  in 
tbe  State,  1 ;  harboring  slave,  1 ;  attempting  to  escape,  1 ;  killing  a  bull,  1 ;  grand  lar- 
ceny, 188;  petit  larceny,  197;  horse  stealing,  113:  total,  805. 

1845. — Physician's  Report. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  have  occurred  among  the  convicts  within  the  laat  two 
jean,  is  much  greater  than  in  any  space  of  time  of  the  same  length,  with  the  exception 
of  the  two  years  in  which  the  cholera  existed  among  them. 

The  difference  is  so  very  strikic^,  that  it  would  at  once  occur  to  a  reflecting  mind, 
liiat  some  extraordinary  cause  for  it  must  have  existed.  Between  2  and  3  per  cent, 
liaa  been  the  average  number  of  deaths,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  two  years,  and 
the  two  years  in  wnich  the  cholera  appeared.  During  the  recess  of  the  Legislatore, 
from  1841  to  that  of  1843,  there  was  not  a  death.  The  deaths  of  1844  ran  up  to  neariy 
5  per  cent.,  and  that  of  the  present  year  to  4^. 

In  part  to  account  for  the  sreat  mortality  in  1844,  the  measles  broke  out  in  the  prnon 
in  Feoruary  of  that  year,  and  continued  some  two  or  three  months,  during  whidi  timo 
aboQt  100  of  the  men  were  attacked  by  it  Although  no  case  proved  fetal  in  its  origi- 
nal attack,  yet  very  many  seemed  to  recover  very  slowly,  and  most  of  the  deanba 
which  occurred  during  that  summer,  were  firom  chronic  affections  of  those  who  had 
previously  had  measles. 

In  the  ■priaff  of  1844,  anodier  oanio  of  disease  begn  to  be  dgflopad,  whiok  I  hm- 
Bfe  baa  addea  mnoh  to  tfao  ■oknoM  riaoe  that  thne ;  I  iflnde  to  dto  efflim» 
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bom  the  pent-hornet.    For  the  lait  two  jean  the  nmnber  of  ixmiaitei  hare  aTengedl 
nearly  200. 

The  area  mcluded  witbin  the  walla  of  the  prison  k  about  230  fiMt  aqvare,  and  macb 
of  this  space  is  occapied  by  buildings,  etc.  Within  this  small  space,  were  also  die 
pent-houses  for  the  use  of  idl  the  inmates,  the  pits  to  which  could  only  be  sank  a  few 
teet,  in  consequence  of  the  rock  lying  very  near  the  surface.  This  made  it  necessary 
to  remove  them  freouently,  and  by  the  spring  of  1844,  all  the  inclosed  ground  lying 
outside  of  the  workshops  on  the  north  square,  and  a  considerable  portion  on  Uie  east 
and  west  had  been  traversed,  and  some  portions  a  second  time.  The  effluvia  arising 
from  this  ground  became  offensive,  and  correctives  were  used,  such  as  quicklime^ 
chlorides,  etc.  This  relieved  in  some  degree  the  olfactories,  but  seemed  to  affect  health 
but  little. 

Last  spring  the  only  conrse  left  which  promised  to  correct  the  evil  vras  adopted  by  thv 
keeper^— the  daily  collecting  and  hauling  to  a  distance  from  the  establishment  the  ez-' 
crementitious  matter.  This  has  evidenuy  had  a  favorable  influence  on  the  heiddi  of 
the  inmates,  but  it  is  yet  by  no  means  as  good  as  previous  to  the  last  two  years.  It 
will  of  course  take  a  considerable  time  for  this  cause  of  sickness  to  entirely  disappear, 
but  time  will  ultimately  produce  that  effect. 

It  is  very  doubtful,  however,  whether  200  persons  can  constantly  occupy  a  space  so 
small  as  is  at  present  inclosed  within  the  pruon  walls  and  enjoy  goud  he«Ith,  if  ihtn 
existed  no  other  cause  than  the  smallness  of  the  space  to  engender  disease. 

The  want  of  a  large  and  well-ventilated  hospitel  has  been  much  felt  when  we  hme 
many  sick. 

FELIX  BOBEBTSON, 


Report  of  the  Illinois  Penitentiary  for  1846. 

Illinois  FziiiTzaTiAKT,  Altoh,  January  Zmd,  1847# 

JoHR  D.  Buss,  Esq.,  Szc't  Prison  Association — 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  &vor  of  the  14th  inst.  was  duly  received.  You  mentiou  that  yotf 
have  written  twice  before,  only  one  of  which  has  been  received.  The  reason  ntr 
answer  was  returned  at  that  time  was,  that  the  prison  being  leased  for  a  term  of  years^ 
ending  1853,  no  reports  were  made  except  to  the  inspectors,  and  then  only  so  fitr  av 
related  to  the  discipline  and  condition  of  the  men.  They  (the  inspectors^  made  • 
report  to  the  Legislature,  which  is  far  from  full,  and  can  give  you  but  little  intormation^ 
I  will  try  to  procure  a  copy  and  forward  you.  The  present  number  of  convicts  is  131, 
a  large  migority  beinr  sent  for  larceny ;  the  average  term  of  confhiement  is  about  4 
years.  About  naif  of  the  men  are  employed  in  coopering,  the  balance  in  wagmF 
making  and  the  maim&cture  of  hemp.  Your  former  letter  is  mislaid,  and  I  do  not 
xeooUect  what  information  was  asked,  but  will  give  any  information  in  my  power. 

Very  respectfully, 

8.  A.  BUCKMASTER.  Wai^eo. 
By  8.  PINSON,  Jr. 


Reports  of  the  Arkansas  Penitentiary  for  1842,  1844,  and  1846. 

1842.— Agent's  Report. 

In  obedience  to  the  5th  section  of  an  act  approved  on  the  17th  December,  1838, 1 
hecawith  submit  to  your  honorable  body  the  present  condition  of  the  penitentiary  of 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  showing  the  profits  and  losses  of  the  establishment,  and  the  noaa- 
ber,  name,  and  geueral  description  of  persons  discharged  smoe  the  9th  of  Febraarfr 
1842,  together  with  a  few  facts  as  regards  the  minor  details  of  my  oflSce,  and  humbly 
coupled  with  a  few  remarks  and  suggestions  for  improvement  as  I  consider  indispcinsa 
ble  to  the  secnritjf  of  convicts  and  the  importance  of  the  institution : — 

The  original  design  of  making  this  a  self-supporting  establishment  is  now,  in  bobmt 
measure,  carried  into  successful  operation.  On  the  15m  December,  1841,  the  b— inasa 
of  manufacturing  shoes  was  first  commenced,  since  which  time,  whenever  materia 
could  be  procured,  they  have  worked  steadily.  Owing,  however,  to  the  depreciated 
itate  of  Arkansta  moiiey,  we  ware  greatly  unpadad  n  oar  fOBBkmm  of  mairarialir 
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Oae  oveneer  preptraf  the  work  for  the  convicti,  and  labors  conitantly  Inmielfl  In  all, 
wa  may  eatimate  the  work  of  this  branch  of  industry  at  about  two>tlubds  ^e  whole 
tittle  since  the  above  date,  (December  15,  1841.) 

The  trades  of  the  carpenters  and  coopers  have  also  been  in  fuU  operation  since  I  took 
charge  of  the  institution,  (to  wit,  on  the  9th  February,  1842.)  I  have  also,  with  the 
consent  of  tke  Inspectors,  erected  a  blacksmith  shop  within  the  plank  inclosare,  and 
commenced  the  trade  of  blacksmithing  on  the  lOtn  October,  1842,  with  a  hired  me- 
chanic to  instruct  the  convicts. 

The  foUowiaff  statement  will  show  the  profit  and  loss  arising  from  this  institution, 
lirom  the  5th  Feoruair.  1841,  including  October  the  31st  in  the  same  year  :^ 

Amount  of  work  done,  with  the  value  of  stock  and  tools  on  hand,  purchased  sinee 
the '9th  February,  $2,840  17|;  wages  for  mechanics,  turnkeys,  and  doctor's  bill, 
$2,722  04j| ;  casn  drawn  from  the  Inspectors,  $40  00 ;  expenses,  (not  including  the 
•alary  of  Agent,)  above  earnings,  $816  33^. 

In  the  above  list  of  expenses  is  included  the  materials  for  an  office  that  was  built 
for  the  Agent,  a  house  for  the  superintendent  of  the  shoemakers,  and  a  blacksmith  shop. 

Of  the  number  of  convicts  discharged,  one,  a  William-  Wasson,  convicted  in  Critten- 
den county,  of  the  crime  of  larceny,  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1841,  sentenced  to  one 
year  and  one  day's  confinement  in  the  penitentiary ;  said  Wasson  is  22  years  of  ase,  5 
wet  7  inches  high,  light  hair,  blue  eyes,  and  fair  complexion ;  he  made  his  escapefrom 
ihe  penitentiary  the  23rd  day  of  July,  and  was  retaken  and  delivered  to  the  Agent  on 
the  12th  day  of  August,  1841.  Saia  William  Wasson  was  pardoned,  on  the  27th  April, 
1842,  for  his  good  conduct  in  disclosing  a  plot  made  by  a  portion  of  the  prisoners  to 
effect  their  escape.     Conduct  while  in  prison,  good.  . 

Having  been  Agent  of  this  penitentiary  since  the  9th  February,  1842,  I  have  thought 
■roper  to  state  such  facts  and  suggestions  in  relation  thereto,  as  have  occurred  to  me 
annng  my  limited  superintendence. 

The  first  thing  to  which  I  would  direct  the  attention  of  your  honorable  body,  is  the 
want  of  a  hospital,  or  any  ward  in  the  building,  to  which  we  might  remove  the  sick,  or 
order  that  they  might,  while  dying,  at  least  enjoy  the  privileges  of  fresh  air,  vearmth, 
and  a  bed.  A  physician  attends,  it  is  true,  but  to  what  avail  is  medicine  without  the 
aasistnnce  of  any  of  the  means  of  nursing  ?  The  patient  is  stretched  in  a  cold  cell,  the 
noisome  and  noxious  smell  from  which,  under  the  circumstances  of  sickness,  would 
make  a  well  man  sick.  It  is  philanthropy,  yes,  the  cause  of  humanity,  that  speaks  in 
the  above  short  statement.  I  do  not  speak  it  as  the  keeper  of  a  penitentiary,  but  as  a 
man.  If  the  original  plan  of  building  had  been  carried  out,  the  interior  arrangements 
connected  with  ue  prison  would  have  been  extremely  simple  and  efficient ;  tne  cells 
would  have  been  much  more  comfortable  than  they  can  be  now  made  under  any  cir> 
camstances.  One  thing  which  the  want  of  is  now  experienced,  is  the  plan  of  a  con- 
duit, or  series  of  cast-iron  pipes,  connected  with  all  the  cells,  and  making  its  way  oat 
ander  the  ground,  in  each  cell.  There  ought  to  be  a  communication  with  this  condnit, 
and  a  sink,  which  at  pleasure  may  be  filled  with  fresh  water  from  above,  in  order  to  be 
discharged  into  this  conduit,  to  cleanse  and  purify  it  The  prison  could  by  that  meam 
be  kept  both  cool  and  clean;  the  tendency  and  advantage  or  which  to  the  nealthof  the 
prisoners  I  need  not  attempt  to  explain. 

While  speaking  of  the  convicts,  I  would  humbly  suggest  the  propriety  of  devising 
eome  means  for  a  fund  for  the  use  of  discharged  convicts,  m  order  that  when  again  thrown 
open  the  community,  they  may  have  the  means  either  to  return  to  their  homes  here, 
or  to  support  themselves  on  their  way  to  a  distant  home,  where  they  are  not  known, 
and  where,  with  their  past  experience  as  a  monitor,  they  may  settle  down  into  honest 
men  and  industrious  citizens.  It  is  hard,  indeed,  very  hard,  when  men  are  turned 
adrift  in  a  place  where  they  are  known,  and  consequenuy  looked  upon  with  suspicion, 
without  a  cent  in  their  pockets,  without  the  means  of  a  livelihood,  with  none  to  em- 
ploy them,  on  account  of  that  one  stain,  and  without  money  to  go  elsewhere,  ia  it 
•nrprisins  that  these  men  should  be  tempted  to  resume  their  former  courses,  and  conse- 
qoenHy  become  again  chargeable  to  the  community  as  prisoners  ? 

I  will  now  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  police  of  the  penitentiary,  which  yon  all 
admit  must,  or  should  be,  of  the  most  effective  description.  The  law  allows  to  assistant 
turnkeys,  or  keepers,  Uie  salary  of  $200  per  annum.  I  do  not  suppose  any  honest,  ap- 
light,  sensible,  deserving  man,  (all  of  which  qualifications  are  strictly  necessary  to  falni 
ihe  office  of  turnkey,  or  assistant  keeper,)  can  be  hired  for  the  paltry  tam  of  $200  per 
annum.  Within  the  last  year  the  money  has  been  most  of  the  time  at  50  per  cent, 
discount  It  is  my  duty  to  lay  this  subject  before  yon,  and  it  is  for  you  to  decide 
iidiether  the  salary  of  assistants  should  not  be  tochai  to  induce  trastworuy  men  to  take 
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tbe  office.    This  is  a  matter  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  weU-being  of  the 
lishment. 

I  bes  leave  respectfully  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  propriety  and  expedi- 
ency of  erecting  a  wall,  inclosing  the  penitentiary,  and  joining  rooms  for  all  the  coo* 
victs  to  carry  on  the  duties  assigned  respectively  within  said  wall.    I  believe  there  is 
no  safety  or  security  against  the  escape  of  convicts  from  any  prison  or  peniteotiaiy 
without  it.     So  far  as  I  can  learn,  in  all  the  penitentiaries  within  the  United  States  or 
Europe,  where  conviction  and  reform  of  convicts  are  the  prominent  olgects,  and  ^vbere 
ibo  convict  is  not  subject  to  solitary  imprisonment,  a  substantial  wall,  inclosing  the  penr 
tentiary  building,  has  been  considered  the  only  safety  for  the  convicts,  and  engaged 
the  early  attention  of  the  Legislature  in  establishing  a  penitentiary.     It  wuald  not 
be  diflScult  to  demonstrate  to  your  honorable  body  the  impolicy  and  inhumanitf 
ef  solitary  confinement  in  a  climate  so  far  south  as  that  of  Little  Rock.     It  would  be 
impolitic,  unprecedented  inhumanity,  because  no  person,  however  good  his  constitntion 
be,  would,  in  my  opinion,  survive  a  five  years'  confinement  to  a  solitary  cell.     If  the 
health  of  the  convict  be  considered,  as  well  as  the  productiveness  or  value  of  his  labor, 
he  should  bo  suffered  to  work  in  the  open  air  in  the  day,  and  securely  confined  in  a 
cellatnight.    *"      «•   - -^•-    t^?  --  «  j   .i__-._^         *.  .    .    ,. 

The  wall 


ness 

body,  a  wall  of  rock  and  brick,  25  feet  High,  and  4  feet  thick  at  the  baise,  diminidiing 
to  3  feet  at  the  top.  Let  10  of  those  feet  at  the  ground  be  of  ruck,  the  other  15  be  of 
brick,  of  first  quality  as  to  durability.  I  believe  a  wall  of  this  description  could  be 
built  for  $22,000,  independent  of  the  aid  given  by  the  convicts.  UnlJJ  there  is  some 
security  of  the  at>ove  description,  the  convicts  cannot  be  kept  secure,  nor  can  their  labor 
be  profitable.  Without  such  wall,  an  additional  expense  occurs  to  the  institution, 
which  is,  that  as  convicts  increase  guards  will  necessarily  increase,  and  1 00  convicts 
would  require  at  least  one-third  that  number  of  suards,  and  even  not  then  be  safe. 
This  last  calculation  of  expense  is  on  the  supposition  that  the  convictB  are  to  be  em- 
ployed out  of  their  cells  in  the  daytime. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Stevenson, 
who  has  kindly  and  philanthropically  supplied  all  those  prisoners  who  conld  read,  with 
Bibles.  He  also  has  commenced  lectures  on  Sundays  for  the  moral  and  religions  in- 
struction of  the  convicts.  Wo  believe  that  such  instructions  are  as  necessary  ftx  die 
attainment  of  the  great  object  of  the  institution  as  anything  can  be ;  and  if  provision 
were  made  to  bring  mild,  moral,  and  religious  persuasion  to  bear  oflener  upon  the  sour 
and  irritated  minds  of  the  convicts,  unhappy  in  the  consciousness  of  their  guilt,  we  ven 
tnre  to  say  that  happy  results  would  certainly  follow. 

JAMES  McVICAR,  Agent  of  the  Penitentiary. 


1844. — Agent's  Report. 

In  obedience  to  the  5th  section  of  an  act  approved  on  the  17th  December,  1838, 1 
herewith  submit  to  your  honorable  body  tbe  present  condition  of  the  penitentiary  of 
the  State,  showing  the  profits  and  losses  of  tne  establishment,  and  the  number,  name, 
and  general  description  of  persons  dischai^^ed  since  tbe  1st  November,  1842,  with  s 
few  suggestions  for  such  improvements  as  I  consider  indispensable  to  the  secority  and 
lafe-keeping  of  the  convicts  therein,  and  the  character  and  importance  m  tbe 
institudon. 

The  following  statement  contains  the  whole  number  of  commitments,  deathi, 
pardons,  and  escapes,  from  the  31st  October,  1842,  to  the  31st  October,  1844  : — 

Whole  number  of  prisoners  on  the  31st  October,  1842,  21 ;  number  of  commitments 
fit)m  the  31st  October,  1842,  to  tbe  31st  October,  1843,  20 ;  from  the  1st  of  October, 

1843,  to  the  31st  of  October,  1844,  20 ;  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  1843,  2; 
during  tho  year  1844,  1 ;  number  of  pardons  during  the  year  1843,  1 ;  during  the  year 

1844,  1 ;  number  of  escapes  during  tne  year  1843,  0;  during  the  year  1844,  1 :  whole 
number,  6. 

Whole  number  of  deaths,  pardons,  and  escapes,  from  31st  of  October,  1842,  to  tbe 
31st  of  October,  1844,  6. 

Whole  number  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  penitentiary  on  the  31st  of  October. 
1844,42. 

Hiram  Edis,  convicted  of  larceny  in  Monroe  county,  delivered  November  IStfa^ 
1842,  died  of  scurvy  on  die  I9di  July,  1843.    Said  Edis  wm  of  fur  oomplexkxn,  bbe 
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dark  hair,  with  a  acar  on  hia  forehead,  5  feet  9^  inches  high,  and  aboat  20  years 

William  Fevers,  convicted  of  larceny  in  Chicot  county,  delivered  on  the  25tK 
December,  1842.  He  was  afflicted  with  the  scarvy  when  he  arrived  here,  and  died. 
of  that  disease  on  the  12th  of  December,  1843.  Said  Fevers  viras  of  feir  complexioD^ 
blue  eyes,  light  hair,  5  feet  10|  inches  high,  and  about  20  years  of  age. 

William  Anderson,  convicted  of  manslaughter  in  Desha  county,  delivered  on  the  3d 
cf  April,  1844,  died  of  bilious  fever  in  October,  1844.  Said  Anderson  was  of  feir 
complexion,  blue  eyes,  li^ht  hair,  5  feet  5|  inches  high,  and  about  27  years  of  age. 

Bcmjamin  Fuller,  convicted  of  homicide  in  Lafayette  county,  delivered  on  the  27th 
ef  May,  1841,  was  pardoned  on  the  19th  of  June,  1843.  Said  Fuller  has  black  eye8» 
dark  hair,  is  5  feet  9^  inches  high,  and  58  years  of  age.  He  was  sentenced  for  20 
years. 

Hiram  Hubbard,  convicted  of  larceny  in  Phillips  county,  and  sentenced  for  three 
years,  delivered  on  the  19tb  December,  1841,  and  pardoned  on  the  27th  day  of  AprA, 
1844,  in  consideration  of  the  uniform  good  conduct  of  said  Hiram  Hubbard  during  h» 
confinement  in  said  penitentiary.  Said  Hubbard  is  of  a  swarthy  complexion,  grej 
eyes,  dark  hair,  5  feet  11^  inches  hish,  and  aboufr26  years  of  ase. 

Ira  B.  Whitmore,  convicted  in  Piuaski  coun^r  on  two  severai  indictments ;  one  for 
having  in  possession  counterfeit  instruments  for  counterfeiting  the  coin  of  the  United 
States,  the  other  for  passing  counterfeit  corporation  notes ;  made  his  escape  from  tibe 
penitentiary  on  the  11th  of  March,  1844.  Said  Ira  B.  Whitmore  is  5  feet  8^  inches 
tii^,  foir  hair,  blue  eyes,  and  fair  complexion,  and  about  39  years  of  age. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  profits  and  loss  arising  from  the  institution 
lirom  the  31st  of  October,  1842,  to  the  3l8t  of  October,  1844  :— 

Value  of  work,  tools,  stock  on  hand,  improvements,  debts  due,  and  all  effeoti 
parchaaed,  since  3l8t  October,  1842.  including  the  sum  of  $384  55  paid  for  debts 
contracted  by  my  predecessor,  $9,106  52 A  ;  cash  drawn  from  the  treasury  since  lOth 
Feb.,  1843,  7,721  25 ;  due  agent,  physician,  and  guard,  1,375  12 ;  due  to  sundry 
individuals,  2,822  99—11,919  83^ ;  which  leaves  $2,812  83^  as  a  total  cost  to  the  Stats 
from  the  10th  of  February,  1842,  or  the  sum  of  $1,068  67  as  the  average  cost  per 
atnnum  for  a  period  of  2  years  7  months  and  21  days. 

Of  the  above  amount  drawn  from  the  Inspectors,  there  has  been  expended  tlw 
following  sums  to  pay  bills  contracted  before  the  undersigned  came  into  office,  aa 
follows,  and  included  in  the  above  statement,  to  wit : — 

John  R.  Desha,  for  medical  attendance,  $143  50;  Pitcher,  Officer  &  Co.,  88  32; 
Thomas  Parsel,  as  guard,  and  superintendins  the  shoemakers  shop,  106  94 ;  Rensellaer 
Munson,  as  guard,  9  27  ;  Jacob  Faulkner,  do.,  9  27  ;  R.  L.  Lincoln,  do.,  27  25 :  totd, 
$384  55. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  expense  incurred  for  necessary  improy»> 
ments: — 

Cost  of  material  for  erection  of  new  fence  around  the  yard,  $304  09 ;  for  building 
amoke>house,  143  00;  guard-house,  175  50;  blacksmith  shop  and  forges,  212  00;  for 
building  agent's  office,  155  00 ;  house  for  shoemaker's  family,  65  00 ;  putting  windows 
in  cells,  and  catches  on  the  doors,  95  25 ;  putting  brick  floor  in  kitchen,  85  00 :  total, 
#1,184  75. 

Your  honorable  body  will  perceive  that  the  expenses  of  the  institution  have  exceeded 
its  income  to  a  certain  degree.  This  is  not  surprising,  when  the  many  disadvantagisa 
under  which  it  labors  are  taken  into  consideration.  It  is  a  w<HUknown  fact,  that  all 
aimilar  institutions  are  necessarily  an  expense  to  their  founders  for  the  first  five  or  sik 
yeara  of  their  existence,  and  this,  too,  where  a  ready  market  and  ffood  prices  were  al- 
ways found  for  their  productions,  and  where  every  cause  combioea  to  farther  their  ad> 
vancement  Unfortunately  for  us,  a  ready  market  and  go<xi  prices  are  blessings  we 
have  not  known ;  bein^  not  only  obliged  to  labor  at  reduced  prices,  but  to  take  in  pay- 
ment our  own  depreciated  paper ;  and  as  for  advantages,  they  have  been,  without  a 
single  exception,  against  us.  A  considerable  diiadvantage  under  which  we  labor,  and 
y  which  is  inseparably  connected  with  such  an  institution,  of  such  homogeneous  and  dia> 
cordant  materials,  is  the  tutoring  of  nearly  all  the  convicts  in  the  various  branches  of 
business,  which  requires  time  and  expense  before  they  are  able  to  execute  a  job  alone, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  destruction  of  materials  and  tools  conseouent  upon  the  iotroduo 
tion  of  raw  hands  to  mechanical  employment.  Of  the  42  convicts  now  confined  in  the 
penitentiary,  but  6  of  them  were  men  having  a  knowledge  of  niechanical  labor  prev^ 
ooa  to  their  commg  here.  Aa  this  seems  a  proper  place,  I  will  merely  remark  thai  I 
Iwya  taken  pains  to  diaooyer  and  foster  the  indinatioiiB  of  the  oonykti  who  have  afaowa 
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1  defire  to  learn  trades,  bo  that,  at  the  |>re8ent  time,  of  the  whole  pumber  of  convict^ 
42.)  there  are  now  engaged  in  the  various  branches  26.    But  their  progiesa  most  far 
time  be  slow ;  making  but  a  trifle  more  than  their  expenses  when  they  have  mate- 
ials.    The  want  of  a  fiind  to  purchase  materials,  tools,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  the  insdtntion, 
( the  most  considerable  drawback  on  our  progress,  having  obliged  us  more  than  once 
3  close  certain  shops,  and  confine  the  men  to  their  cells  for  weeks  together.    As  it 
•ever  was  an  easy  matter  to  collect,  with  facility,  the  debts  doe  us,  we  have  been  eom- 
•elled  to  lay  on  our  oars  until  this  was  effected,  when  more  materials  would  be  pur- 
hased.    But  such  a  way  of  doine  business  is  attended  with  many  inconvenieiicea,  and 
Imost  invariably  with  considerable  sacrifice,  being  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  mefcfaant 
who,  in  consequence  of  the  depreciated  state  of  our  paper,  and  other  causes,  sets  an 
exorbitant  price  upon  his  goods.    In  the  one  article  of  shoes,  we  can  manu&ctore  from 
,500  to  2,000  pair  annually,  besides  repairing,  supposing  that  we  have  a  soffioieBt 
tock  of  leather  to  keep  the  buids  steadily  employed.     Without  a  fund  to  lay  in  atoc^ 
ve  are  compelled  to  purchase  in  small  quantities,  at  second  and  third  bands,  and  at 
leavy  prices,  which  in  a  great  measure  reduces  our  profits ;   and  such  ia  the  oompeti- 
-  ion  m  trade,  that  shoes  can  be  imported  and  sold  nere  cheaper  than  we  can  make 
hem,  with  safe  profits,  if  obliged  to  purchase  our  materials  here.     In  manofiMtnriDg 
ulicles  of  iron,  we  are  able,  with  a  stock  of  materials,  to  make  a  clear  profit  of  $1,000 
.mnually.     With  a  fund  to  import  our  iron,  we  are  enabled  to  make  choice  in  the  qual- 
ity of  the  article,  and  purchasing  it  at  first  hands,  at  wholesale,  we  obtain  it  for  almost 
(one  half  what  we  have  heretofore  been  compelled  to  give.    A  fund  is  also  neeeesary  to 
enable  ua  to  import  our  working  tools,  of  which  there  are  so  many  required  to  supply 
the  various  branches  at  wholesale,  instead  of  purchasing  them,  as  has  been  the  case,  in 
small  quantities,  and  at  exorbitant  prices,  in  Little  Bock.     The  clothing  of  the  prison- 
ers, which,  at  Little  Rock  prices,  has  heretofore  cost  about  $ —  annually,  mi^ht  be 
knported  from  the  east  lor  one-half  that  sum.     I  have  maintained,  vrith  the  aasutanoe 
of  the  under  keepers,  a  rieid  economy  in  all  the  departments  of  the  prison,  wil^  dia 
view  of  making  the  establishment  a  seif-«upporting  one,  but  without  succeeding  in  mj 
(»bject     Bein^  unfurnished  with  the  capital,  so  indispensably  necessary  to  insara  • 
profitable  business,  I  am,  besides,  compelled  to  stniggle  against  raaxry  other  evib  wbidi 
It  is  needless  to  enumerate  here,  and  wnich  the  absence  of  that  capital  begets.     I  would, 
therefore,  respectfully  beg  of  your  honorable  body  a  careful  consideration  of  this  sob* 
ject  of  my  report,  hoping  that  its  merits  will  show  you  the  elpediency  of  an  appropri- 
ation of  $2,000  or  $3,000,  in  par  funds,  for  the  express  purpose  of  purchasing  matenaii^ 
tools,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  the  penitentiary.     Such  an  appro^Hiation  is  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  character  and  importance  of  the  institution ;   it  is  necessary  to  enable  the  in- 
stitution to  support  itself;  it  is  necessary,  because  it  will  remove  from  the  shonldenof 
the  people  a  tax  which  has  heretofore  been  drawn  from  them  for  its  support. 

I  took  occasion,  in  my  last  report,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Le^lature  to  the  «s 
pediency  of  making  farther  improvements,  viz :  The  building  of  a  nospital  and  waD, 
and  a  conduit,  which  have  been  rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of  a  deviation  hum 
the  original  plan  of  building  the  prison.  The  want  of  a  hospitid  for  the  reception  of  dio 
sick  convicts  has  been  severely  telt.  And  a  conduit,,  or  series  of  cast-iron  pipes,  leading 
from  each  cell  to  a  sink  outside,  such  as  is  common  to  all  other  penitentiariea,  is  a 
■leasure  that  would  contribute  largely  to  the  health  of  the  prisoners.  The  propriety 
•f  erecting  a  wall  to  inclose  the  penitentiary  is  apparent,  and  is  becoming  eveiy  dsj 
more  and  more  indispensable.  The  number  of  convicts  is  &st  increasing,  and  fbr  lacs 
of  this  measure  of  security  they  must  be  confined  to  their  ceHs,  a  dead  expense  to  tfao 
State.  Besides,  it  is  a  risk  of  health  to  withdraw  needful  exercise,  as  solitary  canfino- 
ment  must  eventually  destroy  the  health  of  the  convict ;  and,  as  to  the  secnrity  (yf  tfao 
prisoners  without  a  wall,  it  is  sufficient  to  remark  that,  under  existing  circamstaiioe% 
a  combined  attempt  of  the  convicts  to  leave  the  prison  could  not  be  prevented. 

JAS.  McVICAS,  Agent 


1845. — Inspectors'  Report. 

The  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Arkansas  Penitentiary  for  the  ^rear  1846^  respeetfolly 
report,  that  the  following  statement  exhibits  the  monetary  affiurs  of  the  pemtentiuy 
•p  to  the  2nd  instant : — 

Dr. — During  the  agency  of  Mr.  McVicar,  the  penitentiary  is  in  debt  $14^79  79;  m 
H.  Haralson's  time,  557  95 :  since  the  burning  of  tne  same,  to  Agent,  Clerk,  and  guards 
776  57;  to  George  &  Brothers,  56  37 ;  Mr.  Sweet,  24  45 ;  Thomas  Parsel,  for  feediaf 
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nriioneri  and  goards,  1,642  60 ;  Georve  Warring  &  Co.,  9  25 ;  H.  Haberman  for 
tone.  15;  Dr.  Tappe  for  do.,  10:  total,  $5,070  78. 

Cr. — Daring  the  agency  of  Mr.  Mc Vicar,  there  is  a  credit  of  $1,070  24  *,  daring  that 
of  H.  Haralson,  188  86 ;  since  the  burning  of  the  penitentiary,  202  47 ;  property  §M 
■nee  the  fire,  202  45 :  total,    1,664  02. 

Leaving  a  balance  due  by  the  penitentiary  of  $3,406  76. 

The  appropriation  of  $5,500  at  the  lait  session  of  the  General  Assembly  was  prinoi- 
pttlhf  absorbed  in  payment  of  arrearages ;  the  balance  was  paid  oat  within  the  last  ibar 
or  five  months  for  suaries  of  oflBcers,  thereby  throwing  the  operation  of  the  institotioa 
«pon  its  own  liimts,  resources,  and  credit,  to  purchase  materials.  The  A  sent,  under 
the  direction  of  the  board,  introduced  the  manufiicti^  and  use  of  M* Bride's  Spring 
Machines.  Several  were  also  made  and  used  by  the  convicts  with  success.  3  looms 
were  also  made  and  used.  The  product  of  each  loom  was  from  18  to  20  yards  of 
doth  per  day.  From  the  limited  experiments  made,  no  doubt  was  entertained  by  the 
board  that  that  branch  of  business  could  be  profitably  carried  on  by  the  convicts ;  but 
the  want  of  means  prevented  a  &ir  experiment. 

In  addition  to  the  other  drawbacks  on  the  operations  of  the  institution,  a  systematic 
combination  of  the  mechanics  of  the  city  and  vicinity  of  Little  Bock  against  the  insti- 
totion  has  been  felt  by  the  board.  It  is  not  the  province  or  desire  of  the  board  to 
impeach  the  motives  by  which  the  institution  was  tnus  placed ;  it  was  a  fatal  state  at 
its  very  existence.  Without  means  to  procure  machinery  and  materials  for  manoipo- 
toring  "  even  hemp,"  which  seems  to  have  been  the  only  admissible  species  of  labor, 
the  Agent  was  compelled  to  give  to  its  resources  such  direction  as  would  jrield  aa 
immediate  income.  It  is  not  within  the  knowledge  of  the  board  what  the  actual 
profit  or  loss  on  any  branch  of  business  has  been.  The  inconvenient  and  unfurnished 
oondition  of  the  pnson  and  shops,  together  with  other  causes,  prevented  a  full  experi- 
ment in  any  one  branch,  exceot  that  of  blacksmithing.  This  Djanch  of  business  wia 
oairied  on  successfully  and  witn  profit  to  the  institution.  It  ma^  not  be  inappropriate 
at  this  time  to  say  a  word  respecting  the  treatment  of  the  convicts.  This  is  the  mora 
aeceisary  firom  a  late  legal  investi^tion,  in  which  this  snl^ect  was  adduced  in  tetti* 
nony  before  the  honorable  Circuit  Court  of  Pulaski  county.  However  desirable  to 
philanthropy  it  maj  be  that  men  under  sentence  of  law  be  exempted  from  corporal 
punishment,  experience  has  clearly  shown  that  no  such  exemption  can  be  introduced. 
Men  of  desperate  temperaments  must  be  punished  in  some  veay,  so  as  to  cause  fear  to 
operate  in  aefault  of  a  better  feeling.  The^food  provided  for  the  convicts  has  ever 
lieen  such  as  the  resources  of  the  institution  would  iustify.  It  is  admitted  that  too 
much  of  salted  provisions  has  been  used.  This,  together  with  the  damp  and  confined 
situation  in  which  the  convicts  were  placed,  has  had  a  tendency  to  produce  soorbatie 
diseases.  In  one  or  two  instances  toe  Agent  was  compelled  tp  keep  for  a  time  def» 
perato  men  in  close  confinement ;  and  in  one  instance  this  mode  of  punishment  was 
eontinued  for  a  considerable  time,  but  the  safety  of  the  institution  aepended  on  it. 
This  is  more  than  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  same  person  no  sooner  obtained  a  litde 
liberty  than  he  instigated  the  revolt  which  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  building  Vfd 
public  property. 

On  tne  5th  day  of  August  last,  daring  the  temporary  absence  qf  the  Afient,  te 
revolt  occurred  upon  the  first  move.  The  two  guaras  innde  the  prison  were  oisarmed 
without  making  any  resistance.  One  of  them  was  thrown  fifom  the  second  fioor  to 
fhe  ground  floor.  One  or  two  of  the  convicts  inside  the  building  tendered  their  aid 
in  resisting  the  rioters ;  but  the  guards  declined  Hxp  contest,  giving  all  up  to  the  will  of 
die  desperate  mob. 

This  want  of  firmness  on  the  part  of  the  guards,  subjected  the  well-disposed  to  ^vsat 
peril  from  the  enraged  men  who  had  now  full  control  of  the  inside  of  the  pnaop. 
The  outside  door  leading  into  the  yard,  where  some  eifiht  or  ten  of  the  most  reliable 
convicts  were  employeif,  was  open ;  but  before  the  reoels  could  gain  it,  it  was  closed, 
and  the  under-keeper  had  it,  mrough  the  aid  of  the  convicts  in  the  yard,  yarded 
against  the  attempts  of  those  mside.  When  foiled  in  their  attempt  on  the  mam  door, 
as  weU  as  on  the  wall  near  the  fireplace  in  the  cook-room,  they  set  fire  to  the  hqilding 
in  one  of  the  upper  cells,  as  well  as  below  in  one  of  the  workshops,  which  in  a  few 
minutes  spread  tnrough  the  entire  building.  Those  inside  were  in  imminent  danflsr 
of  being  suffocated  before  a  suflBcient  nimiber  of  citizens  anived  from  town  to  remSiT 
it  safe  to  open  the  door. 

The  two  guards,  with  the  well-dispofed  convicts,  were  compelled  to  remain  in  tke 
upper  part  of  the  building  to  save  their  lives,  until  the  flames  forced  them  to  make  as 
attempt  to  force  their  way  to  the  door,  which  they  soop^eded  |n  do|DK  at  |ha  jfmpi,  sff 
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Iheir  Uves.  The  door  wai  opened  tor  their  etcape  from  fire,  ud  the  weapom  of  diair 
aaiaalters.  At  this  moment  a  conyict  named  M»rgan,  one  of  the  ringleaden  of  the  moh, 
fbrved  his  way  oat,  armed  with  a  pistol  and  a  bowie  knife,  catting  at  all  in  the  wmr  of 
his  escape.  He  was  shot  dead  by  one  of  the  convicts  who  had  been  armed  to  deraod 
the  door.  When  assistance  arriyed  from  town  it  was  loo  late  to  saye  anything  inside 
the  baildinff. 

The  stocK  on  hand,  with  the  tools,  bedding,  clothiog,  and,  in  a  word,  eyeiything 
pertaining  to  the  institution,  was  consumed  in  a  short  time.  The  convicts  were  taken 
to  the  county  jail,  where  they  were  confined,  and  have  remained  until  the  present 
time,  except  when  at  work.  The  board  was  much  perplexed  with  the  deplorable 
condition  of  the  conyicts,  whcf  were  destitute  of  every  article  of  clothing  and  bedding, 
except  what  they  had  on  when  the  affair  took  place,  crowded  into  a  sm^l  space  daring 
tiie  hottest  weather  ever  experienced  in  our  latitude.  Their  sufierings  were  soch  as 
to  dn^w  largely  on  our  sympathies.  A  contract  was  entered  into  wim  the  keeper  of 
the  county  prison  for  the  safe-keeping  and  feeding  the  convicts.  The  expense  of 
fectding  them  has  been  borne  by  the  jaUer,  relying  upon  an  early  appropriation  by  the 
Legislature  to  re-imburse  him  for  the  expenditure.  The  resignation  of  the  Agent  at 
&is  critical  period  (which  was  caused  from  ill  health)  threw  the  entire  care  Uien  on 
ihe  board.  Af\er  much  deliberation  it  was  resolved  by  the  board  to  have  the  convicts 
employed  in  making  brick.  This  business  was  fixed  on  as  one  that  would  be  the  least 
expensive,  and  least  liable  to  afford  the  ground  for  writ  of  habeas  corpus  by  the  friends 
of  any  of  the  convicts. 

Accordingly,  on  the  12th  of  August,  a  contract  was  signed  in  duplicate  between  the 
Board  of  Inspectors  and  John  Bobins.  The  weather  proved  unfavorable  for  a  time, 
which  retarded  the  operations.  Several  men  also  fell  sick,  which  reduced  the  number 
of  hands  to  labor.  They  have  moulded  and  dried  one  nundred  and  sixty  thoosand 
bricks,  which  are  now  ready  for  burning.  Several  of  the  convicts  have  been  kept  at 
woik  in  the  blacksmith  shop  doing  a  small  jobbing  business.  This,  with  the  sale  of 
aach  manufactured  ware  as  was  not  destroyed,  has  afforded  a  small  amount  of  caah  Cor 
pressing  demands  growing  out  of  the  condition  of  the  convicts,  and  pressing  necessities 
of  the  institution.  The  entire  amount  of  property  saved  from  tne  institation  wis 
$1,680  78. 

This  consisted  of  unsaleable  and  unfinished  articles,  which,  when  pat  into  market,  did 
notproduce  their  nominal  valuation. 

The  annexed  statement  will  show  the  number  of  commitments,  deaths,  pardons,  and 
escapes,  since  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  of  1844 : — 

Number  of  commitments,  30 ;  deams,  3 ;  pardons,  8 ;  escapes,  2 :  whole  nomber  at 
thii  time,  48. 

It  may  not  be  deemed  by  your  honorable  body  oflicious,  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Inspectors,  to  lay  oeiore  you  their  views  respecting  the  moral  infloenoe 
of  the  institation  upon  the  whole  community.  It  is  an  admitted  fact  ^at  crime  is  on 
the  incroise.  Whether  this  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  increased  facilities  for  the 
perpetration  of  crime,  or  the  insufficient  remedy  for  the  punishment  and  prevention  of 
crime,  has  not  been  satisfactorily  determined.  This  mucn  may  be  relied  on  as  certain, 
&at  the  penitentiary  system  is  not  effectual,  either  as  a  preventive  or  restoratiye,  as  a 
means  of  reproving  the  lawless  and  disorderly.  Your  board  have  not  perceived  any 
of  its  beneficial  etfects.  Indeed,  as  &r  as  our  personal  knowledge  has  extended,  oor 
State  prison  has  been  a  complete  fiiilure  as  a  reformatory  system.  It  must  be  admitted, 
liowever,  that  the  imperfect  condition  of  ^e  whole  establishment  has  operated  as  a 
powerfiil  drawback  on  the  moral  reformation  of  convicts.  So  long  as  men  have  a  ray 
of  hope  left  for  escape  from  confinement,  they  are  not  much  indined  to  listen  to  moral 
lessons. 

Daring  the  mterim  smce  the  last  general  assembly,  but  little  has  been  attempted  by 
wy  of  teaching. 

^  Uk  the  month  of  June  last,  the  female  philanthropist.  Miss  Dix,  visited  the  peniten- 
tivy,  and  subsequently  forwarded  a  small  but  well-selected  library,  consisting  of  Bibles 
and  books  of  prayer,  with  other  religious  and  scientific  works.  Fortonately  this 
donation  escaped  the  eeneral  destruction  that  befell  the  other  property  of  the  institation. 
Op  the  subject  of  rebuilding,  your  board  has  been  very  mucn  at  a  losa  to  form  an 
opinion.  The  present  state  of  society  seems  to  demand  this  mode  of  puniahinff  crhne. 
It  is  exceedingly  doubtful  whether  a  resort  to  the  whip  and  halter,  as  was  fonneriy 
ibe  case  fur  theft  and  arson,  etc.,  would  not  be  an  equivalent  to  exemption  from 
ponishinent  altogether.  Such  is  the  repngnance  in  the  public  mind  to  barbaroos 
fonidmient,  that  strenaoos  efforts  are  now  making,  both  m  Eorope  and  Amanm,  to 
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diipeiiM  with  capital  punishment  in  all  caiei.  Thif  strange  innovation  proceeds  from 
a  morbid  and  misguided  empathy.  The  present  financial  condition  of  the  State 
precludes  the  idea  of  drawing  on  the  ordinary  resources  of  the  State  either  to  repair 
or  rebuild.  In  the  event  your  honorable  body  should  determine  to  rebuild,  it  can  be 
done  to  a  very  considerable  extent  by  convict  labor.  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  board 
that  rebuilding  is  preferable  to  repairing.  The  reason  for  this  opinion  is,  that  the 
present  building  is  not  suited  to  uiat  kmd  of  labor  that  must  become  the  entire 
Doainess  of  convicts,  viz. :  manufiusturing  cotton  and  hemp. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

L.  REARDON,  ) 

JON.  ADAMSON,         >  Inspecton 

W.  W.  STEVENSON,  ) 


LOUISIANA  PENITENTIARY  FOR  1846. 

FROM  THX  VIRGINIA  RIPORT  FOR  1847. 

Baton  Roure.^Tlna  prison  is  leased  to  Messrs.  M'Hatton  &  Pratt,  for  ^ve  yean 
firom  the  Ist  October,  1844.  The  State  advanced  $15,000  (to  be  refunded  with  mter- 
est),  to  put  up  new  and  improved  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woolen 
goods,  baggiug,  rope,  etc.  They  have  a  steam  engine  of  90  horse  power,  and  an  amj^ 
quantity  of  the  best  labor-saving  machinery  in  full  operation,  by  which  they  are  enap 
bled  to  earn  double  as  much  per  hand  as  is  usual  in  prisons.  Great  complaint  is  made 
in  the  report  against  the  courts,  for  imprisoning  persons  in  the  common  jails,  and  therel:^ 
depriving  tlie  lessees  of  labor  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  contract,  and  the 
attention  of  the  Legialamre  was  called  to  the  subject.  The  details  of  the  report  are 
very  imperfect.  Whites,  slaves,  and  free  negroes  are  imprisoned,  without  distingniih^ 
ing  the  number  of  each  class.  Thirteen  of  the  slaves  transported  from  this  prison  a  few 
years  ago  by  Williams,  are  reported  among  the  prisoners,  having  been  forfeited  and 
taken  from  Mr.  W.  The  population  in  1840,  consisted  of  whites  158,457 ;  free  bladkf, 
25,502;  slaves,  168,452:  total,  352,411. 

The  average  number  of  prisoners  for  the  year  was  194 ;  the  whole  amount  of  earn- 
ings above  the  cost  of  raw  materials  for  the  year,  was  $47,194  64 ;  the  average  amount 
earned  by  each  prisoner  in  the  year,  was  $243  27  ;  the  number  of  prisoners  received 
in  the  year  was  55 ;  the  white  and  free  colored  population  of  the  State,  in  1840,  vnm 
326,909 ;  the  number  of  persons  to  each  convict  received  in  the  year,  according  to  the 
census  of  1840,  was  8,408. 

All  nersons,  free  and  bond,  are  included  in  the  above. 


MEXICO. 

The  following  extract  from  Brantz  Mayer's  **  Mexico  as  it  was  and  as  it  is,"  may  be 
interesting  in  this  connection : — 


Imprisonment  in  Mexico  for  1842. — During  the  first  six  months  of  1842,  there 
impnsoned  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  3,197  men,  1,427  women;  during  the  second  lis 
months,  2,858  men,  1,379  women:  total  of  both  sexes,  8,861. 

Prostitution,  adultery,  bisamy,  sodomy,  incest,  312  men,  179  women ;  robbery,  1,500 
men,  470  women;  quarrelling  and  wounding,  2,129  men,  1,104  women  ;  quarrelling, 
bearing  arms,  etc.,  612  men,  444  women ;  homicide,  attempt  at  do.,  and  robbery  and 
homicide,  70  men,  17  women ;  rope  and  incontinence,  65  men,  21  women ;  forgery, 
7  men,  1  woman ;  gambling,  3  men :  which,  added  together,  give  the  fiightfiil  amount 
of  6,934. 

The  Bum  of  $4,121  is  expended  in  salaries  of  officers  for  this  institation,  and  $30^^ 
for  the  support  of  prisoners. 

It  appears  from  the  above  statement,  that  while  the  cost  of  government  in  oar  pria- 
ens  is  abont  equal  to  the  cost  of  support,  in  Mexico  it  is  only  one-seventh  of  that  amoonti 
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Table  II. — (hmUry  of  Birth  ofthoie  admitted  dwringeadi  Period,  and  indu- 

dxng  CommeneemerU  with  New  Prison, 


1799  to 

1809  to 

1819  to 

1829  to 

1837  to 

Grud 

Natitbs  of 

1806. 

1818. 

18S8. 
251 

1836. 
277 

1845. 

Total. 

r 

White  males  .        . 

197 

239 

260 

1224 

Unitad  States    ^ 

White  females    . 
Colored  males 

4 

1 

3 
59 

9 
94 

2 
84 

6 
91 

6 
218 

26 
546 

( 

Colored  females . 

• 

12 

22 

9 

15 

15 

73 

England         .    \ 

White  males  » 

1 

11 

16 

12 

19 

32 

90 

White  females    , 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Ireland    .          < 

White  males  » 

29 

28 

26 

25 

38 

146 

White  females 

2 

1 

3 

Scotland 

White  males  . 

3 

3 

5 

1 

7 

19 

Walee 

White  males 

2 

1 

8 

Canada  . 

White  males  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Nova  Scotia 

White  males 

1 

1 

3 

New  Broniwick 

White  males  . 

1 

1 

Africa 

Colored  males 

3 

1 

4 

West  Indies    . 

Colored  males 

2 

4 

1 

1 

3 

11 

Bengal 

White  males 

1 

1 

Germany 

White  males  . 

5 

4 

3 

2 

12 

26 

France 

White  males 

2 

2 

2 

4 

10 

8oath  America 

White  males  . 

1 

1 

Denmark  . 

White  males 

1 

2 

3 

Saxony  * 
Poland 

White  males  . 

1 

1 

2 

White  males 

2 

2 

4 

Switzerland    . 

White  males  . 

1 

1 

Austria 

White  males 

1 

1 

Spain 

White  males  . 

1 
605 

1 

Total  admitted  each  period 

1                1 

332 

427 

399 

442 

2205 

Tabus  III. — CovaUies  in  tohieh  the  Offences  were  committed,  up  to  the  Removal 
from  Old  Prison,  and  induding  Commencement  of  New  Prison. 


1799  to 

1809  to 

1819  to 

18S9to 

1837  to 

Gmd 

1806. 

1818. 

1828. 

1836. 

1845. 

TMsL 

Atlantic.            .... 

7 

7 

Berffen      ..... 
Bniungton    ..... 

29 

43 

44 

36 

34 

186 

42 

46 

34 

37 

64 

223 

Borough  of  Elizabeth    .           .           • 

2 

8 

10 

Cumberland          .... 

11 

13 

21 

5 

14 

64 

Cape  May     .            .            .            .            » 

1 

5 

4 

1 

8 

19 

Camden.            .... 

10 

10 

City  of  Trenton    .... 

2 

4 

9 

18 

4 

37 

District  Court  of  the  United  States  . 

3 

1 

4 

Essex     ..... 

41 

56 

67 

80 

135 

379 

Qloaoester             .... 

34 

34 

38 

38 

36 

180 

Hunterdon    ..... 

26 

32 

17 

8 

21 

104 

Hudson ..... 

14 

14 

Monmoath            .... 

13 

20 

22 

22 

42 

119 

Morris           ..... 

31 

35 

26 

35 

57 

184 

Middlesex          •            .            •            . 

28 

35 

40 

42 

24 

169 

Meroer      ..... 

51 

51 

Passaic                      .            .         '  . 

49 

49 

BoaseK   ..... 

30 

42 

21 

16 

12 

121 

Salem        ..... 

27 

31 

28 

10 

31 

127 

Somerset       ..... 

17 

31 

23 

17 

23 

111 

Warren.           .... 

5 

14 

16 

35 

City  of  Camden    .... 

1 

1 

9 

Total  admitted  each  period  . 

332 

427 

399 

385 
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^B 

20 

10 
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4 

3 

1 

13 
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COMPARISON  OF  PRISON  STATISTICS. 


From  the  foregoing  Synopsis  we  have  been  enmbled  to  constnict  the  annexed  tible» 
bj  a  reference  to  which  many  interesting  &ct8  will  be  developed.  The  five  firat  ool- 
unns  of  oar  table  are  devoted  ,to  criminal  ages ;  from  these  it  wUl  be  perceived  diat 
the  third  decennial  period  of  life  is  that  which  is  most  prolific  in  crime— the^propor- 
tino  uf  offence,  at  this  period,  averaging,  for  all  the  prisons,  about  one  in  2.3 ;  the  pru 
portion  of  population  at  that  period  being,  to  the  whole  population  over  15  yeariy  ■• 
one  in  3.3,  or  .3663  in  every  hundred ;  while  the  fourth  decennial  period  is  4.3,  the  pco* 
porticm  to  population  being  4.6,  or  .2564  in  every  hundred ;  that  of  the  second  7.4, 
the  proportion  to  population  being  5.3,  or  .1834  in  every  one  hundred;  and  that  of 
the  fifth  11.3,  the  proportion  to  population  being  12.7,  or  .1606 :  or,  to  make  this  maim 
apparent,  the  crimes  of  the  second  decennial  period,  compared  to  the  popnlatioD  of  diat 
period,  are  as  one  in  663 ;  of  the  third,  as  one  in  371 ;  of  the  fourth,  as  one  in  446 ;  of ' 
the  fifth,  as  one  in  714  ;  and  for  the  remaining  periods  of  life,  only  one  in  1,168.  It 
IS  much  to  be  regretted  that  our  census  does  not  give  us  the  population  of  the  United 
States  between  the  ages  of  20  and  25,  and  25  and  30,  so  that  we  might  compare  the 
finirth,  fifth,  and  sixth  quinquennial  periods  of  life  with  each  other.  Some  interesting 
fiKts  have  been  developed  by  a  comparison  of  these  different  ages  in  England,  and  a 
general  law  discovered  which  seems  to  govern  this  matter.  Thus,  from  the  age  of  80, 
in  the  male  sex,  crime,  in  each  successive  term  of  life  given  in  this  table,  decreases  at 
the  rate  of  33|  per  cent.,  and  in  the  female,  at  25  per  cent ;  so  that  if  two  tables  are 
fermed,  in  one  of  which  the  number  resulting  from  such  a  law  are  given,  and  in  the 
other  the  actual  number  of  criminals,  the  one  table,  particularly  in  reference  tj  the 
fimiale  sex,  would  be  found  almost  identical  with  the  other. 


Age. 

Actusl  Results. 

Liw. 

Actasl  Reraltf . 

Law. 

20  to  25 
25  —  30 
30  —  40 
40  —  50 
50  —  60 

7,702 
5.989 
3,794 
2,504 
1,694 

8,536 
5,691 
3,794 
2,529 
1,686 

1,459 

1,141 

817 

643 

466 

1,452 

1,089 

817 

613 

460 

It  would  be  exceedingly  interesting  to  discover  how  &r  this  law  is  corroborated  and 
established  in  this  country ;  but  we  shall  not  possess  the  means  ibr  such  an  investi- 
gation until  the  census  both  of  the  States  and  of  the  crines  are  reported  in  rektioii  to 
this  subject. 

By  recurring  to  the  statements  of  die  several  prisons,  it  will  be  found  that  the  pio* 
elivity  to  crime,  in  the  several  States,  at  the  third  decennial  period,  is  strikingly  similar 
in  each.  The  statistics  of  crime  in  England  and  Wales,  for  1842-43  and  44,  show  a 
striking  resemblance,  in  this  particular,  as  the  result  for  the  three  years  gives  as  for  an 
average,  at  that  period,  one  in  2.5.  For  the  fourth  decennial  period  there  appears  to 
be  a  considerable  difference,  the  proportion  for  oar  prisons  being  one  in  4.3,  and  for 
England  and  Wales  6.1.  Comparing  the  second  deoennia]  periods,  howaver,  there  is  a 
marked  and  striking  difference  in  fovor  of  this  country,  the  proclhrity  to  crimo  being* 
in  America,  7.4,  and  in  England  4.3,  or  nepriy  doable.* 
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A  farther  examination  of  this  table  will  show,  that  larcenies — under  which  head  we 
have  included  all  kinds  of  thefts  except  those  connected  with  burglaries — comprise 
more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  of  offences— one  in  3.7  —  and  that 
larceny  and  burglary  embrace  nearly  one-half,  beibg  as  one  in  2.5  of  the  whole 
luunber.  In  looking  over  the  column  of  larcenies,  our  attention  is  arrested  by  the 
■triking  inequality  in  the  number  of  convictions  for  larceny  in  the  several  States, 
it  being  in  Maine  one  in  1.6,  while  the  general  average  is  3.3.  The  Connecticiit 
State  prison,  on  the  contrary,  shows  a  proportion  of  only  1  to  4.2.  A  similar  variation 
musts  in  regard  to  other  prisons — making  the  average  for  the  whole  number  but  a  very 
nnsafe  guide  to  the  fact  in  relation  to  any  particular  prison.  As,  however,  in  some 
Slates  crimes  are  reported  as  simple  larcenies,  which  in  others  are  stated  as  burglaries, 
it  may  be  proper  to  unite  these  crimes,  and  then  examine  the  relation  they  bear  to  the 
whole  number  of  crimes.  This  being  accomplished,  we  shall  perceive  that  the  differ- 
ence is  materially  diminished. 

The  column  of  average  receipts,  daily,  for  each  individual,  shows  a  very  remarkable 
difference  in  the  productiveness  of  labor  in  the  different  prisons,  varying,  as  it  does,  from 
66  cents  per  day,  in  Louisiana,  to  14.05  cents  per  day  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary.  This 
difference  is,  perhaps,  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  difference  of  system  between  the 
Pennsylvania  and  other  prisons.  The  general  average  of  all  the  prisons  is  23.15.  Be- 
low  this  average  are  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Rhode  Island,  Western  Penitentiary,  Sing 
Sing,  Eastern  Penitentiary, 'District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  Auburn,  Tennessee,  Vermont, 
and  New  Jersey ;  and  above  it,  Maine,  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  Mississippi,  and 
Louisiana.  In  connection  with  this  column  we  have  prepared  a  table,  marked  B, 
■ho wing  the  yearly  receipts  from  each  particular  employment,  for  each  individual,  in 
•11  the  prisons  for  which  these  facts  were  reported.  It  is  very  desirable  that  all  oar 
prisons  should  adopt  the  plan  of  reporting  such  facts. 

The  column  of  average  daily  expense,  for  each  individual,  is  less  fluctuating  in  its  gen- 
eral character ;  or  perhaps  it  may  be  said,  more  truly,  it  does  not  vary  from  such  ex- 
tremes as  the  preceding  column.  Here,  however,  we  discover  the  daily  coat  of  sop- 
port,  although  averaging  15.2,  varies  from  7.6,  in  Connecticut,  to  37  cents  in  Ken- 
tocky. 

The  column  devoted  to  the  average  expense  for  government,  we  should  naturally 
expect  to  find  presenting  a  remarkable  degree  of  uniformity  throughout.  The  only 
material  difference  we  might  expect,  would  arise  fi*om  the  increased  expense  for  gov- 
ernment in  the  smaller  prisons.  This,  however,  does  not  seem  to  be  the  case,  as  Con- 
necticut, New  Hampshire,  and  Michigan  are  among  the  number  of  those  whose  gov- 
ernment has  cost  least,  and  Massachusetts  and  Maine  among  those  whose  government 
has  cost  most. 

The  columns  of  earnings,  expense,  and  government,  show  the  reason  of  the  peca- 
niary  success  of  the  Connecticut,  Ohio,  and  some  of  the  other  prisons.  We  here  ffnd 
that,  while  the  expense  for  support  and  government  was  less  than  in  other  prisons,  the 
receipts  for  labor  were  increased.  The  great  reason,  however,  that  has  saved  Connec- 
ticut some  seven  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  the  last  12  years,  from  the  labor  of  her 
convicts,  and  enabled  her  to  build  county  jails  from  these  earnings,  is  the  economy  with 
which  they  are  supported  and  governed,  rather  than  any  extra  income  they  receire 
from  prison  labor. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  we  have  prepared  an  additional  table  (C),  showing 
the  yearly  receipts  of  several  prisons  from  various  occupations. 

Pkriods  op  Imprisonment.  The  general  average  of  all  the  prisons  nsported  under 
this  head  is  4  years  10  months  and  23  days ;  but  the  average  obtained  by  taking  the 
average  of  all  the  different  prisons  for  the  year  for  which  each  is  reported,  gives  4 
jears  11  months  and  7  days.  Considering  the  first,  then,  is  the  general  average,  we  are 
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aarprised  by  looking  at  the  average  length  of  lentences,  to  fee  the  remarkable  differ- 
ence, in  this  regard,  in  the  different  States.  Thi«  difference  undoubtedly  arises,  in 
tome  of  the  States,  from  the  extension  of  imprisonment  to  a  more  numerous  class  of 
crimes ;  but  may  we  not  hope  that  in  others  it  is  owing  to  a  more  liberal  and  benign 
•entimeut  pervading  the  community.  It  is  a  question  worthy  of  grave  consideration, 
whether  first  offences  (against  property,  at  least),  ought  ever  to  be  visited  by  very  pro- 
tracted periods  of  punishment — whether,  in  these  cases,  the  law  would  not  be  8u£^ 
ciently  vindicated,  and  the  true  end  of  punishment  more  certainly  attained,  by  short 
than  by  long  sentences.  In  examining  this  table  we  observe  that  the  periods  of 
punishment  range  from  6  months  to  42  years.  That  while,  in  most  of  the  prisona, 
punishment,  other  than  for  life,  does  not  extend  beyond  the  period  of  20  years,  in 
Maryland  and  Virginia  it  rises  to  40  years.  By  casting  the  eye  over  the  column  of  inoh 
prisonmcnts  for  life,  we  are  forcibly  impressed  with  the  disproportionate  inflictions  of 
this  punishment  in  different  States.  In  Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky  there  is  not  a  single 
life  impriMJument;  while  in  this  State,  in  two  out  of  three  of  our  prisons,  there  are 
twenty-one  cases ;  nor  will  this  number,  amounting,  as  it  does,  to  but  a  fraction  over 
one  in  a  hundred,  be  considered  large,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  whole 
number  of  prisoners  and  compare  it  with  the  numbers  and  imprisonments  in  other  States. 
Thus  Virginia  counts  six  to  evoiy  hundred,  and  Connecticut  the  attonitking  number  of 
one  to  every  nine.  It  would  be  exceedingly  interesting  to  investigate  the  cause  of  this 
remarkable  difference  had  we  either  the  time  or  the  material  necessary  for  such  an  ex- 
amination. Several  may  be  suggested.  A  greater  number  of  offences  may  be  pnnisluk 
ble  with  imprisonment  in  this  than  in  other  States— crimes  thus  punishable  may  be  more 
finequently  committed  there— the  pardoning  power  leas  frequently  exercised  in  such  cases 
than  elsewhere— or  a  greater  number  of  capital  sentences  commuted  than  in  other 
States.  Which  of  these  is  the  true  cause  we  have  not,  at  present,  the  means  of  dete^ 
mining;  but  with  attention  once  directed  to  this  point,  we  shall  not,  we  are  confident,' 
be  long  left  without  some  satisfactory  explanation. 

Undei*  the  general  head  of  Counties  we  have  attempted  to  group  the  several  coimtiee 
into  four  classes — the  agricultural ;  agricultural  and  commercial;  agricultural  and  roani^ 
finturing,  and  commercial  and  manufacturing.  In  making  this  distinction  we  ha^e 
adopted  the  following  rule,  viz : — Any  otherwise  agricultural  county,  that  has  capital 
engaged  in  manufacture,  amounting  to  $10  per  head  for  every  inhabitant,  we  have  de- 
signated as  agricultural  and  manufacturing;  every  county  with  the  same  sam  engaged 
in  commerce,  agricultural  and  commercial;  and  if  it  has  $10  per  head  engaged  in 
commerce,  and  the  same  in  manofiK^tures,  we  have  designated  them  as  eommereiti 
and  manufacturing;  all  others  we  have  classed  as  agricultural.  In  preparing  tiiii 
table  we  have  used  the  population  of  1840,  without  any  attempt  to  corract  it  for  the 
present  time.  This  table  presents  an  interesting  view  of  the  influence  of  particnlar  hafate 
and  employments  of  life  on  society.  To  render  this  matter  more  obvious,  we  haTS 
prepared  a  second  table,  (B,)  entiUed  the  Ratio  of  Crime  in  the  several  Counties,  whick 
is  annexed,  and  to  which  we  would  refer  as  presenting  a  more  satisfactory  view  of  this 
subject  than  can  be  obtained  from  the  large  table. 

The  column  of  recommitments  prdtents  some  very  singular  and  astonishing  resnlti. 
We  find  that  while  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  highly  mamh 
facturing  and  commercial  population,  has  1  recommitment  to  every  13  prisoners,  Ver- 
mont, a  highly  agricultural  country,  has  more  than  1  in  every  2,  New  Hampshire  1 
in  4,  and  Auburn  1  in  6.  We  regret  that  we  have  not  the  recommitments  for  a  series 
of  years,  so  that  we  might  discover  if  this  fact  is  constant,  or  merely  accidental.  The 
number  of  times  which  individuals  have  been  reconmiitted  is  presented  in  the  annexed 
table,  marked  A,  together  with  the  receipts  per  year,  and  the  average  of  reoommiv 
flMnts  to  receipts. 
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the  number  of  conyicti  in  the  State  Priion  ii  to  the  popolation  at  one  to  1735.  la 
Pennsylvania,  the  average  length  of  sentences  is  less  than  three  years,  and  the  nmBbar 
oC  convicts  eoatpared  with  her  population  is  as  one  to  5,290. 


C. — Table  showing  the  Average  Yearly  Earnings  for  each  individual  worlnng 

at  a  trade^  in  the  foUomng  State  Prisons, 


Trades. 

MiM., 

1844.  1845. 

1846. 

N.  Jersey, 
1846. 

N.  Hamp., 
1846. 

Maine. 

184.1.  1844. 

1845. 

Vermont. 
1844,1845. 

Anbnm, 
1846. 

Cotton-weavers . 

172  28 

$14  86 

Carpet-weavers 
Tailors 

$95  77» 

87  71 

81  03 

Callers  .... 

95  86 

Haraefls-makers 

84  24 

Shoemakers  . 

193  09 

62  89 

$161  66 

$81  37 

94  27 

Cabinet-makers . 

140  87 

Machinists 

95  45 

Tool-makers 

89  82 

Coopers 

101  08 

Wheelwrights  and  carps. 

327  43t 

259  91 

Blacksmiths 

357  02 

$97  85 

392  71 

Brick-yard 

209  34 

Chair-makers 

102  10 

Hatters. 

86  51 

Qoarry 

172  51 

Carriage-makers    . 

135  85 

*  Bpimriiig  and  carding  wool  inclnded. 
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Tbi  exttDmations  of  onr  county  priaont,  although  not  to  extended  at  we  oodI 
plated,  has  remilted  in  a  maas  of  information,  both  interetting  and  inatractiYe ;  and  while 
we  refer  to  the  reports  themselves  for  a  complete  history  of  this  matter,  we  may  be  in- 
dnlged  in  directing  attention  to  particular  &cts,  and  in  suggesting  such  changes  in  oar 
present  system  as  seem  to  us  important 

To  the  most  superficial  observer  it  must  be  apparent,  that,  for  any  other  purpoae  tfaaa 
security,  a  great  majority  of  our  prisons  are  totally  deficient  In  truth,  in  almost  aU  of 
them,  safety  is  the  acknowledged  and  sole  aim  of  their  construction.  An  attempt  at 
anything  better  will  be  an  abortive  effort,  under  the  present  organization.  '  No  one  at 
«11  conversant  with  prison  discipline,  or  accustomed  to  reflect  upon  the  action  of  onr 
present  system,  can  fail  to  perceive,  that  while  the  great  object  of  imprisonment— re- 
formation—is  entirely  lost  sight  of,  opportunities  for  mutual  corruption  are  multiplied 
md  fostered;  and  the  honest  unfortunate,  who,  in  a  thoughtless  moment,  may  have  com- 
nitted  some  disorderly  act,  or  the  merely  suspected,  may  be  here  subjected  to  the  eoo- 
taimnating  influences  of  evil  associations,  and  which,  added  to  the  odium  almost  alwaja 
rittaching  to  imprisonment,  is  in  many  oases  sufficient  to  morally  debase,  degrade,  and 
x>rrupt  him.  This  is  often  the  case ;  and  we  have  met  numerous  instances  of  individ- 
uals, both  in  our  State  and  city  penitentiaries,  who  attribute  their  first  step  in  crime  to 
tsaociations  formed  whfle  incarcerated  for  some  trifling  misdemeanor,  as  a  witneaa,  or 
on  mere  auapicion  of  crime. 

So  ii^urioua  in  ita  consequences  is  the  present  system  of  imprisonment,  that  widi 
many  doabdess  good  men  it  is  a  question,  whether  the  interests  of  society  would  not 
be  equally  subserved  by  its  entire  abandonment,  as  by  its  continuance  under  its  present 
organization.  And  really,  when  we  examine  the  books  of  our  city  prison,  and  find  that 
a  large  portion  of  all  those  that  are  sent  there  are  committed  for  crimes  varying  in 
■mount  fipom  one  ahilling  up  to  fifty  centa,  and  that  many  of  theae  are  children  oi  tendor 
yeara,  there  doea  aeem  to  be  aome  reaaon  for  the  inquiry.* 

Bom  and  educated  under  a  certain  ayatem,  it  becomea  interwoven  with  oar  habits; 
■ad,  like  the  alumbering  aerfa  of  a  monarchy,  we  go  on,  firom  year  to  year,  coontenaao- 
ingand  upholding  abuaea,  without  even  knowing  that  auchabuaea  exiat;  and  not  unfife^ 
quently  believing  that,  in  our  very  imperfectiona,  we  preaent  a  perfect  model  for  imita- 
tion. It  ia  only  when  attention  is  directed  to  the  aubject  by  aome  flagrant  act,  that  wa 
begin  to  queation  our  previoua  convictiona ;  and  even  then  the  reault  of  former  halnta 
baa  auch  a  powerful  influence,  that  it  is  often  a  long  time  before  we  can  realize  our  troe 
poaition.  Thia,  we  fear,  is  too  much  the  caae  in  regard  to  our  county  priaona ;  and  in- 
stead of  making  them  what  they  ahould  be — achoob  of  reform,  to  nip  the  opening  boda 
of  vice — they  become  hot-beda  to  force  them  onwazd  to  vigoroua  matori^. 

*  The  Agent  of  the  DeCeation  Committee  reports  a  ease  of  a  boy,  twelve  yean  old,  *'«»»w*m>ftii,  mA 
dslilned  in  priton  one  week,  for  stealing  a  watennelon,  rahied  at  fonr  cents.  And  wifldn  a  lew  d^s 
there  has  been  a  boy  impriaoned  in  the  Brooklyn  Jail  far  aleaUng  two  eggs.  LMCanoes  of  this  klad  ■• 
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If  we  may  ever  hope  to  reform  crhninalB,  it  certainly  mnst  be  at  that  period  when,  with 
trembling  footsteps,  they  first  enter  the  paths  of  transgression.  Then  it  is  that  advice, 
reproof,  admonition,  and  reflection  may  produce  their  intended  results.  Then,  and  for 
■Qch,  it  is  that  our  prisons  should  have  a  perfect  organization.  The  general  principles 
of  such  an  organization  may  be  easily  pointed  out,  but  in  the  details  and  management 
there  are  greater  difliculties.  One  thing  appears  to  us  evident — that  our  county  prisons 
never  can  be  what  society  demands,  until  they  afford  opportunities  for  reflection,  instruc- 
tion, the  inculcation  of  religious  principles,  and  the  fbrmatiun  of  habits  of  industry.  The 
small  number  of  convicts,  however,  in  most  of  our  county  jails,  precludes  the  possibility 
c»f  introducing,  successfully,  into  these  prisons  any  of  those  necessary  requisitions.  It 
has  therefore  suggested  itself  to  us,  whether  the  laws  in  relation  to  county  prisons  might 
not  be  so  modified  as  to  divide  the  State  into  several  penal  districts,  according  to  its 
population,  in  a  central  position  in  each  of  which  a  prison  should  be  erected,  after  tfao 
most  approved  plan,  in  which  labor,  instruction,  and  all  the  appliances  for  health  and 
reformation  should  be  introduced.  This,  we  believe,  might  be  effected  without  (when 
the  labor  of  the  convict  is  taken  into  consideration)  any  considerable  increase  of  ex- 
pense ;  and  even  should  the  expense  be  increased,  reformation  is  of  too  much  import- 
ance to  be  sacrificed  to  a  paltry  consideration  of  dollars  and  cents. 

With  such  an  organization  the  present  prisons,  when  they  are  fit,  might  become  mere 
houses  of  detention,  and  so  arranged  os,  while  they  provide  for  the  accommodation  of 
witnesses,  those  conmiitted  for  want  of  bail,  and  on  accusations  of  misdemeanors,  thej 
should  afford  perfect  separation  for  each  and  all  those  committed  on  the  suspicion  (k 
<»ime.  Should  such  an  organization  be  attempted,  we  would  invite  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing description  of  a  plan  for  a  prison  in  Berks  county,  Pa.,  which  appears  to  ns  to 
combine,  in  a  greater  degree  than  any  other  yet  proposed,  all  the  modem  improvements 
in  prison  architecture.  Although  this  prison  is  planned  expressly  for  separate  confine- 
ment, we  believe  it  equally  suited  for  the  associate  system.  Indeed,  it  maybe  a  question 
of  no  trifling  importance  for  us  to  solve,  whether  the  separate  system,  for  short  periods 
of  imprisonment,  at  least,  ought  not  to  be  generally  adopted;  and  we  think  a  new  or- 
ganization of  our  county  prisons  would  present  a  proper  opportunity  to  test  its  utility. 

The  following  description,  extracted  from  the  Pennsylvania  Journal  of  Prison  Di^ 
cipline,  to  which  is  annexed  lithographs  of  the  ground  plan,  and  the  two  sections,  will 
enable  us  to  understand  the  peculiar  features  of  this  improvement  :— 

Not  only  is  a  general  inspection  secured,  but  the  exercising  yards  for  prisoners  who 
occupy  the  second  story,  are  arranged  at  a  convenient  distance,  and  under  easy  saper- 
▼ision.  The  mode  of  heating  and  ventilating  is  more  economical,  more  under  control, 
more  effective,  more  uniform,  than  any  now  in  use  in  American  prisons ;  it  may  be 
employed,  with  e<}ual  utility,  both  in  winter  and  summer ;  and  it  affords  a  security 
agamst  the  deleterious  gas  which  renders  unhealthy  so  many  public  buildings  in  whidh 
stoves  and  hot«ir  stoves  are  used.  The  ^vention  of  communication  between  pris- 
oners, which  is  necessary  to  a  sound  discipline,  and  for  which  the  architectural  pre- 
cautions have  been  hitherto  incomplete,  will  be  aided  b]^  the  permanent  stoppage  of 
windows,  and  b;^  the  mechanical  means  to  be  introduced  into  the  flues,  etc.,  where  re- 
quired. Care  will  be  taken  to  provide  for  lighting  the  whole  building  with  gas,  which 
it  is  believed  the  citizens  of  Readinff  will  soon  manufacture  for  the  use  of  their  town. 
Should  the  increasing  population  of  the  county  require  more  than  forty  cells,  the  n^ 
cessary  enlargement  of  the  prison  can,  on  the  present  plan,  be  easily  made,  at  a  small 
expense,  and  without  interfering  with  the  general  design. 

As  respects  the  bath,  which  of  course  wifi  be  under  tne  control  of  the  keeper  alone, 


necessity  of  some  provision  for  personal 
among  such  persons  as  are  committed  to  our  jails,  and  who  are  subjected  to  a  protracted 
eonfinement,  will  scarcely  be  disputed  by  the  least  informed.    The  gong  for  summon- 

^As  these  bstihs  win  be  used  only  once  a  week,  it  is  Uiougfat  by  tfie  architect  that  the  easy  dndBSfS 
SM  the  mode  of  heating  and  ventiiatlDf  the  ceDa,  will  prevent  any  injorioaa  dampnear 
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ing  the  officen  may  lerve  to  diasipate  apprehenmoos,  if  any  exist,  in  relation  to  the  anp- 
poaed  risk  to  priflonera  who  may  become  suddenly  ill. 

The  building  is  to  be  elevated  on  a  terrace  10  feet  high.  The  front  is  to  be«coii- 
stnicted  of  dressed  sandstone,  170  feet  in  length,  from  the  extremes  of  the  comer  tow* 
ers.  The  central  circnlar  tower  is  to  be  96  feet  high  to  the  top  of  the  stone  battlementa. 
This,  as  will  be  seen,  is  not  only  ornamental,  hut  serves  the  uses  of  a  foul  air  shaft. 
Depth,  from  the  front  of  the  octagon  towers  to  the  outside  of  the  external  wall,  300 
feet.* 

The  batement  is  five  feet  below  the  soil ;  and  contains  fuel  and  provision  vaults,  which 
are  under  the  front  or  entmnce  building;  also  a  bake-house,  flour-room,  bread-room, 
and  chamber  for  the  baker  (who  is  usually  a  prisoner),  which  are  under  the  kitchen. 
Immediately  opposite,  and  under  the  laundry,  are  a  wardrobe  and  a  room  for  drying 
clothes  in  damp  weather;  the  hot  air  for  which  is  to  be  obtained  by  opening  doors  into 
the  adjoining  air-chamber  under  the  corridor. 

Principal  Stobt. — The  appropriaticm  of  the  varioos  apartments  on  this  floor  mar 
be  seen  in  the  accompanying  gronnd  fUan.  It  will  be  observed  that  on  each  side  of 
the  entrance  building,  anid  in  the  space  back  of  the  yards,  at  the  rear  end  of  the  oeDs^ 
there  is  ground  reserved  for  the  particular  use  of  convalescents  and  others  whose  health 
may  require  snecial  exercise.  Each  cell,  moreover,  has  a  ^rd  33  feet  long  and  8  feet 
wide,  in  whicn  the  prisoners  can  have  separate  daily  exercise  in  the  open  air.  These 
yards  have  an  open  iron  railing  at  the  end,  between  which  and  the  pnncipal  enclosing 
wall  is  a  space  of  above  20  feet.  The  occupants  of  the  gronnd  floor  will  be  convicts^ 
especially  those  who  have  been  sentenced  to  long  terms.  The  yards  at  the  rear  end 
are  for  the  inmates  of  the  cells  in  the  upper  story  (untried,  vagrants,  etc.),  who  will  be 
brought  down  the  stairway  W,  behind  the  fresh  air  shaft  A,  and  will  be  inspected  by 
in  officer  looking  through  the  appertures  marked  in  the  plan.  The  cells  are  to  be  15 
feet  long,  7  feet  6  inches  wide,  and  10  feet  high  in  the  clear.  The  doorway  of  the 
cells  is  to  be  over  6  feet  in  height,  and  2  in  width ;  the  doors  to  be  formed  of  one  sheet 
of  boiler  iron  3-16ths  of  an  inch  thick,  screwed  to  a  substantial  plank  door,  in  the  ont^ 
side  of  which  the  bolts  and  lock  are  lot  in  flush,  and  well  secured ;  a  feed  wicket,  and 
a  peep-hole  guarded  with  wire  gauze,  will  be  provided  to  each,  next  the  corridor, 
where  a  screen-door,  substantially  nune,  and  furnished  with  a  latch  accessible  to  the 
keeper  only,  will  be  added.  The  winnows  on  this  floor  will  be  at  the  smallest  jiart  S 
feet  6  inches  long  and  6  inches  wide,  glazed  with  a  single  immovable  pane,  wall 
secured,  at  the  distance  of  more  than  9  feet  from  the  floor. 

SscoND  Stokt. — The  general  arrangement  of  thu  story  corresponds  with  that  of  the 
lower  one.  Over  the  warden's  parlor,  the  commissioner's  room,  and  the  office,  re- 
ipectively,  is  a  chamber.  Over  tne  kitchen  and  laundry  are  tnmkeys'  chambers  and 
iiore-rooms.  A  gallery  is  to  be  carried  round  the  corridor  for  passage  to  the  cells,  to 
which  access  is  to  be  had  by  the  stairs  shown  in  the  plan.  The  ceiling  of  the  cells 
fellows  the  inclined  plane  of  the  roof,  and  averages  11  feet  in  height;  skylights  are  to 
be  used  for  these. 

^  The  biiths  are  to  be  the  same  in  both  stories  (see  b  in  the  cell  No.  10  of  the  pUm), 
▼iz.,  one  piece  of  cast  iron  4  feet  long,  18  inches  deep,  and  16  inches  wide,  or  therea- 
bouts, the  top  being  level  with  the  floor,  and  covered  with  a  door  hung  with  hinges, 
to  that  it  may  be  hooked  up  against  the  wall.  A  waste-pipe  at  the  bottom  connects 
wiUi  that  from  the  soU-pan.  The  hot  and  cold  water  pipes  are  carried  from  mains,  of 
which  each  range  has  one ;  thus  obviating  numerous  inconveniences.  The  cocks  regu- 
lating the  supply  are  in  the  corridor,  ana  are  contn)lled  by  the  officers  alone. 

HcATiNo  Atrn  Vsntilatino. — (See  the  Sections.) — Fresh  air  is  admitted  by  tba 
diaft  A  (which  is  capped  with  a  cowl,t)  as  is  shown  by  the  arrows  in  the  longitudinal 
section,  fig.  1.  At  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  the  air  enters  tlie  chamber  C,  which  extends 
under  the  whole  length  of  the  corridor ;  there  it  is  warmed  by  the  hot  water  pipe  D, 
from  the  furnace  B.  It  then  rises  by  a  flue,  shown  by  a  dotted  line,  E,  into  each  cell, 
entering  by  the  aperture  F,  near  the  top  of  the  cell.  This  is  shown  in  the  transveiw 
section,  fig.  2  (drawn  on  a  larger  scale,)  where  the  arrows  representing  the  coiuve  of 
the  air  are  seen  entering  each  cell  at  F,  and  passing  out  at  6,  at  the  bottom.^     By  tfaii 

*  The  depth  from  tiie  exercisiiig  yards  of  tiieseoond  story  to  the  rear  wall  (71  feeQ  Is  reduced  in  te 
annexed  plfui,  from  want  of  room. 

t  Bv  mictiike  the  artist  has  omitted  the  wing  of  Ada  cowl  in  flie  perspective. 

t  Inese  flncs  are  made  larger  tban  Uioie  of  PentonviDe,  ib»  area  of  a  cross  aectkm  belnar  61  inciMS 
Ae  reader  is  referred  to  our  2nd  Report  for  the  principles  and  details  of  tbe  heating  and  vcatOatina 
cff  PentDavQle  prkon.  which  may  be  Ohiatrated  by  ttie  aooon^anytaig  aectkaaa  of  tfia  Berks 
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amngement  the  diut  and  other  n^arioiu  matter,  which  might  mix  with  the  air  and 
be  breathed  by  the  prisoner,  if  carried  downward  to  the  floor,  and  thus  removed  with- 
<mt  interfering  with  healthy  respiration.  From  the  aperture  G,  the  foul  air  ritea  by 
the  fliie  H  to  the  foul  air*chambeir  under  the  roof  I.  where  the  arrows  (see  now  fig.  1) 
■how  its  course  into  the  foul  air  shaft  K,  in  the  large  tower,  through  which  it  is  dis- 
chaned.  The  draft  on  which  all  this  movement  depends  will  be  assisted  by  a  small 
fire  kindled  at  the  bottom  of  the  foul  air  shaft  (at  L.)  A  damper  is  fitted  at  M,  by 
which  the  draft  can  be  diminished  at  pleasure. 

In  the  summer  time  the  same  apparatus  will  serve  to  carry  cool  air  from  the  cham- 
ber below  the  corridor,  and  thus  prevent  excessive  heat  in  the  cells  and  other  parts  of 
the  building.  It  is  by  this  artificial  draft  that  we  are  enabled  permanently  to  close 
the  windows  of  the  cells,  and  thus  cut  off  a  means  of  communication  amongst  the  pria- 
cmers.  All  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  hazardous  to  intrust  the  ventilation  and 
heating  to  the  prisoners  themselves.  Some  of  them  let  in  a  stream  of  cold  air,  which, 
playing  upon  their  feet  or  their  heads,  brinp  on  catarrhal  affections,  rheumatism,  and 
dyspepsia ;  others,  particularly  among  the  blacks,  are  inclined  to  stop  every  crevice, 
and  thus  render  die  air  in  the  cell  impure  and  hot.  By  a  very  simple  contrivance,  a 
Talve  will  enable  the  officers  to  admit  into  any  cell  either  the  air  from  below,  or  thai 
from  the  corridor,  as  the  varying  temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  or  the  pecoliaritiea 
of  the  prisoner's  health  or  constitution  may  require. 

To  prevent  communication  by  means  of  the  flues  and  soil-pipes  several  contrivance! 
have  been  intnxluced ;  and  for  the  better  completion  of  these  a  set  of  experiments 
have  been  pmjected,  which  will  be  disposed  of  before  the  building  has  proceeded  so 
fisr  as  to  require  the  application  of  their  results. 

The  drainage  is  shown  in  the  aeetion  fig.  by  the  large  conduit  P,  under  the  whole 
building.  Into  this  the  water-closets  are  emptied ;  mechanical  precautions,  founded 
upon  the  experience  of  existing  prisons,  being  taken  to  prevent  communication  during 
the  emptying  of  the  soil-pipes.  To  the  main  pipe  a  drain  (shown  in  the  rround  joUm 
by  a  dotted  line)  is  carried  from  the  water-closets  in  the  comer  towers,  aesignea  for 
the  officers  and  keeper's  family. 

The  arrangement  for  the  gong  is  the  same  as  that  employed  at  Pentonville ;  and  we 
therefore  quote  from  the  report  of  Mcgor  Jebb,  the  surveyor-general  of  prisons.  "  A 
large  bell  or  gong  is  placed  m  the  centre  of  each  line  of  cells  [ii  Berks  in  the  obser- 
vatory.] "  A  handle  attached  to  a  label  and  crank  is  placed  in  every  cell,  and  a  sin- 
gle wire,  with  a  proper  crank,  communicates  with  the  bell.  When  the  handle  is 
tnmed  in  the  cell  the  label  flies  open,  a  single  stroke  is  sounded  on  the  bell,  and  a  pen- 
dulum in  connection  with  it  x'ibrates.  The  pendulum  informs  the  officer  on  duty  oo 
which  side  of  the  centre  the  prisoner  who  requires  attention  is  lodged,  and  the  label, 
which  remains  open,  indicates  the  cell." 

In  the  ieetionf,  O  is  fireman's  and  fuel  vaults  ;  R  is  the  cooking  furnace,  by  which, 
also,  water  is  heated  for  batiks,  etc.  8,  stairway  of  central  tower;  T  is  the  observa- 
tory of  principal  floor ;  U,  terrace ;  V,  gallery  around  the  corridor ;  X,  observatory  of 
the  second  story ;  Y,  skylights ;  a,  the  large  yard  within  the  enclosing  wall  (redooed;) 
Z,  exercising  yard  for  the  prisoners  in  second  story. 


PENITENTIARY,  BLACKWELL»S  ISLAND. 

The  Penitentiary  of  the  city  of  New  York  is  situated  about  four  miles  from  the  City 
Hall,  near  the  southern  extremity  of  Blackwell's  Island,  and  consists  of  a  large  boildiag 
called  the  "  prison,"  with  several  adjuncts  devoted  to  different  purposes.  It  is  an  im- 
posing edifice,  constructed  of  unhewn  granite,  with  castellated  fronts  and  embatde- 
ments.  It  faces  east  and  west,  and  comprises  a  main  building,  used  as  a  house  for  tfao 
keepers  and  aMistants,  a  chapel,  a  small  hospital,  and  an  office ;  and  two  wings,  of 
rix>ut  150  by  30  feet  each,  in  which  are  the  prisoners'  cells.  The  northern  vring  is 
occupied  by  males,  and  the  southern  by  females.  The  prison  is  constructed  on  the 
Auburn  plan,  with  cells  some  three  feet  and  a  half  by  eight  feet,  with  half-grated  irao 
doors,  stone  floors,  and  and  a  hole  four  incbea  square  in  the  back  part  of  each  odl  as  a 
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ventilatiiig  flae,  which  is  of  §o  little  um  for  the  porpoies  for  which  it  was  dedgned, 
dat  even  the  blaze  of  a  candle  held  in  the  very  centre  will  not  be  moved  or  disturbed 
thereby.  This  total  want  of  ventilation  is  a  iaalt  common  to  all  prisons  built  on  the 
Aabam  plan.  The  furniture  of  the  cell  consists  of  a  wooden  bunk,  a  straw  bed  in  win- 
ter, a  night-tub,  a  cup,  and  a  kid  or  platter  for  food.  The  bedclothes  consist  of  three 
blankets.  The  cells  are  heated  by  stoves  placed  in  the  corridor.  There  are  four  tiers 
of  ceUs,  with  thirty  cells  in  each  tier  of  each  wing.  The  main  passages  of  the  prison 
are  insufficiently  lighted  and  ventilated,  on  account  of  the  small  size  of  the  apertures 
which  serve  for  windows  in  the  enclosing  building.  Immediately  south  and  west 
of  the  female  wing,  is  the  wash-house,  a  building  30  by  25  feet,  where  the  washing 
of  the  establishment  is  done  by  females.  Still  south  and  west,  near  the  extreme 
part  of  the  island,  is  a  building  called  the  "  Shanty,"  used  as  a  workshop  for  the 
women.  This  is  a  wooden  building,  from  75  to  100  feet  in  length,  by  20  to  35 
feet  in  breadth,  divided  by  a  hall  into  two  rooms,  which  are  low  studded,  and 
badly  ventilated.  Here  are  daily  congregated  from  150  to  200  women,  of  all  agei, 
colors,  countries,  and  conditions  of  life ;  the  blighted  hopes  of  fond  parents,  the  wan 
remnants  of  an  age  of  debauchery,  bloated  drunkards,  cunning  thieves,  and  those 
whose  hoary  locks  proclaim  the  long  unbridled  workings  of  unholy  passions ;  forming 
a  picture  the  most  loathsome  and  disgusting  of  which  it  is  possible  for  the  mind  to  con- 
ceive. To  this  moral  contamination  we  must  add  the  sweltering  of  this  heterogeneous, 
breathing  mass,  in  its  own  exhalations,  in  a  room  only  large  enough  to  accommodate  it 
when  packed.  Yet  these  are  the  accommodations  provided  by  our  city  fiithers  for  the 
reformation  of  their  erring  daughters.  Here  herded  together,  with  talking  and  laughing, 
jests  and  ribaldry,  oaths  and  blasphemy,  they  pass  their  time,  now  and  then  checked, 
perhaps,  in  their  uproarious  obscenity  or  heaven-daring  profanity,  by  the  pretence  of  a 
keeper  or  matron,  t)ut  for  the  most  part  left  to  themselves. 

South  and  east  from  the  "  Shanty"  is  the  female  hospital,  a  long,  low,  narrow  wooden 
building,  equally  disgraceful  to  our  city,  whether  we  consider  the  uses  to  which  it  is 
applied,  or  the  material  or  structure  of  the  pile.  This  building  constantly  acccommo- 
dates  about  159  patients.  It  is  the  great  venereal  hospital  of  the  city — the  wa§k-pei 
provided  by  city  ordinance  for  the  cleansing  of  houses  of  prostitution. 

yfhj  should  we  thus  sanction  infamy  by  providing,  by  law,  for  its  accommodation  ? 
and  why  should  our  police  officers  lend  themselves  to  the  uses  of  this  class  of  vagranti^ 
by  ''sending  them  up"  just  long  enough  to  suit  their  convenience?  By  tolerating  tUi 
practice,  the  city  pays  a  direct  and  enormous  tax  for  the  support  of  licentiousness.  No 
wonder  that  the  honest  mechanic,  the  enterprising  merchant,  and  the  hard-wurking 
laborer,  are  dragged  doven  by  a  weight  of  taxation  as  great  as  even  the  tax-ridden 
inhabitants  of  England  have  ever  known.  Can  no  remedy  be  suggested  to  meet  this 
evil  f  A  remedy  might,  perhaps,  be  found  in  sentencing  every  female  who  thus  gives 
herself  up,  to  six  or  eight  months.  Should  this  be  done,  and  the  corporation  grant  the 
memorial  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  relation  to  a  work-house,  while  we  should 
hope  for  some  instances  of  radical  reform,  we  think  the  keepers  of  houses  of  prostitu- 
tion would  find  more  profitable  employment  than  in  running  to  and  fro  fit>m  the  city  to 
the  penitentiary,  for  the  purpose  of  more  securely  binding  the  cords  of  sin  around 
their  erring  victims. 

North  of  the  female  hospital,  on  the  east  side  of  the  island,  is  another  long  and  nar- 
row building,  used  as  a  small-pox  hospital ;  which,  if  its  exterior  appearance  is  any  in- 
dication of  its  interior  arrangement  and  comforts,  must  be  a  forbidding  place.  North 
of  this  is  a  small  one  story  building,  occupied  as  a  doctor's  office ;  and  still  farther  north 
the  kitchen,  24  by  50  feet,  where  the  cooking  for  the  establishment  is  done.  North  and 
east  of  the  kitchen  is  a  small  building,  22  by  30  feet,  but  used  as  a  cooper's  and  whael- 
wright's  shop;  and  in  a  line  with  and  ai^oining  to  it  it  a  fine  ilone  building,  60  bjr  SI 
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feet,  used  as  a  carpenter's  shop,  shoe  shop,  etc.  Contmning  along  the  east  shore  of 
the  island,  some  two  hundred  yards,  we  come  to  the  wall  which  divides  the  penal 
establishment  from  the  other  part  of  the  island.  This  wall  or  fence  runs  across  the 
island,  excepting  where  it  is  interrupted  by  the  office  of  the  establishment,  which  is 
on  the  same  line  with  the  fence,  and  forms  part  of  the  divisiou.  In  this  office  are 
kept  the  books  of  the  prison ;  the  barber's  shop ;  the  store  room ;  the  depository 
where  the  clothes  of  all  the  inmates,  tied  in  bundles,  with  tallies  attached,  are  hung 
up.  so  that  each  one  on  leaving  shall  have  his  own ;  a  reception  room,  etc.  South 
of  the  otfice,  and  almost  directly  west  from  the  carpenter's  shop,  there  is  still  another 
building,  constructed  of  stone,  in  a  substantial  manner,  and  three  stories  high.  This 
building  has  attained  an  unenviable  notoriety  under  the  name  of  the  "  Luny  House."  The 
lower  story  of  this  building  is  disconnected  firom  the  two  upper,  and  is  used  as  a  black- 
smith's and  tinman's  shop.  The  two  upper  stories  are  used  as  a  lock-up  for  the  inva- 
lids^  the  infirm,  the  insane,  idiotic,  and  supernumeraries  of  the  establishment,  and  to 
this^part  the  appellation  of  the  "  Luny  House"  more  properly  belongs.  The  second  story 
is  occupied  by  the  more  decent  among  them,  and  is  provided  with  cots,  and  probably 
blankets  in  the  winter,  although  none  are  provided  for  the  summer.  In  the  third  story 
the  sides  of  the  room  are  provided  with  two  tiers  of  bunks,  which  can  only  accommo- 
date a  small  portion  of  the  individuals  that  are  occasionally  crowded  into  this  apartn)ent. 

The  Charactsr  or  the  Prisoners. — The  prisoners  that  are  sent  to  this  island 
may  be  divided  into  the  following  classes:  1st.  United  States  prisoners.  2nd.  Court 
prisoners,  or  those  that  have  been  guilty  of  larceny  or  assault  3rd.  Vagrants,  in  the 
proper  acceptation  of  the  term.  4th.  Drunkards.  5th.  The  merely  destitute.  6th.  The 
■ick.  7th.  Prostitutes,  who  give  themselves  up  for  the  purpose  of  being  cured  of  a 
contagious  disease.     8th.  Small  pox  patients. 

Three  or  four,  at  moat,  of  these  classes,  comprise  all  that  properly  belong  to  a  prison. 
That  construction  of  the  act  which  admits  the  three  last  classes,  seems  to  be  an  o^m 
of  prison  privilegetf  as  well  as,  in  some  instances,  an  absolute  and  irreparable  injustice 
and  injury  done  to  individuals.  Cases  of  extreme  hardship,  under  the  present  latitudi- 
narian  construction  of  this  act,  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  committee ;  and  the 
constant  liability  to  a  recurrence  of  these  outrages,  seems  to  call  for  immediate  legislatXTO 
action,  so  defiuing  and  limiting  the  law,  as  to  pnpvent  the  virtuous  but  unfortunate  poor 
from  being  subjected  to  the  contaminating  influences  of  an  association  with  felons,  or 
being  branded  with  the  indelible  stigma  of  a  discharged  convict  from  Blackwell's  Is- 
land. 

In  other  parts  of  our  State,  where  the  magistrates  are  more  or  less  acquainted  with 
the  general  character  of  the  individuals  brought  before  them,  and  where  applicationa 
for  commitment  are  infrequent,  the  difficulty  complained  of  is  not  so  apparent.  But  in 
this  city,  where  our  police  office  is  constantly  crowded  with  this  class  of  offenders,  and 
where,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  they  are  foreigners,  in  the  hurry  and  despatch  of  busi- 
ness too  little  opportunity  is  offered  for  investigation ;  and  on  the  application  of  the  indi- 
vidual, or  some  one  else,  the  commitment  is  made  out  and  the  case  disposed  of  at  onoe. 
Besides  the  abuses  consequent  on  the  pressure  of  business  at  the  police  office,  there  are 
others  that  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  through  their  personal  exam- 
inations of  the  prisoners,  which,  if  true,  involve  more  serious  charges  against  our  officers 
than  that  of  haste  in  the  transaction  of  business.  Many  commitments  are  made  out  upon 
the  declarations  of  individual  policemen ;  and  this  perhaps  necessary  and  salutary  oon- 
fidence  is  not  infrequently  abused,  so  that  any  person  in  the  humbler  walks  of  life  it 
liable  to  arrest  and  imprisonment,  if  he  provokes,  with  even  a  word,  the  anger  of  theee 
conservators  of  public  quiet 

Another  difficulty,  under  the  present  administration  of  the  law,  arisea  from  the  etm 
widi  which  a  hoslwiidWi  commit  hit  wife.    Any  faiisbtnd  who  hM  a  troaUanoM  oi 
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•xpeofiTe  wife,  of  whom  he  is  desirotu  to  rid  himself,  can,  apon  proper  represeDtatiaa, 
stmtbg  that  she  is  a  draiikard,  or  refases  to  coatribate  to  the  support  of  the  familj, 
have  her  placed,  by  a  summary  conviction  to  the  Island  for  three  or  six  months,  whers 
she  can  neither  interfere  with  his  pleasure  or  his  purse.  Instances  of  this  kind  are  ol 
constant  recurrence ;  and  the  committee,  while  in  the  discharge  of  their  duti^  wwe 
instrumental  in  relieving  several  individuals  so  detained. 

This  law,  designed  for  the  protection  of  woman,  has  been  wrested  to  her  destmctioo. 

The  Employments  op  the  Prison. — From  a  weekly  statement  of  the  employment! 
of  tho  prisoners,  we  learn  that  the  average  number  employed  on  the  1st  of  Augost, 
•November,  February,  and  May,  were  as  follows : — 

Fnnncni  and  gnrdeners,  44 ;  carpraten.  15 1-2 ;  bladumith*.  9 ;  shoemakers.  18 ;  muona,  15;  qur- 
Tjing  and  grading,  148 ;  as  servants  at  middle-hottse.  6 ;  child's  hospital,  10 ;  city  prison.  10 ;  sewers^  S; 
tailors,  6;  whitesmiths,  2;  work  in  general,  71;  lunatic  asylum,  25;  Inralids,  118;  in  hospital,  Ti^ 
making  a  total  of  572  males.  And  as  oakum  pickers.  26 ;  sewing,  80 ;  washers,  22 ;  middle-house,  ~ ; 
lunatic  asylum.  53 ;  Belli; vue,  53 ;  child's  hospital,  20 ;  city  prison,  10;  work  in  general,  88 ;  iavaBdi^ 
68  1-2 ;  hospital,  154.    Total,  612  females— making  a  grand  average  total  ci  1,184. 

This  fact  presents  the  astonishing  spectacle  of  a  prison  with  more  than  one-third  of  Hi 
inmates  constantly  on  the  sick  list.  And  if  we  add  to  this  number  those  reported  nader 
the  very  ambiguous  term  of  work  in  general — which  probably  might  be  more  properly 
termed  idlen — we  shall  have  one-half  of  the  prisoners  unproductive.  This  statemoAt 
of  the  employment  and  distribution  of  the  prisoners  cannot,  we  fear,  be  relied  apoa 
ns  very  accurate,  as  from  our  examination  of  the  subject  we  were  inclined  to  the  opni- 
ion,  that  the  officer  having  this  business  in  charge  consulted  rather  individoal  conve- 
nience than  any  nice  notions  of  accuracy. 

OrriCKRs  or  the  Prison. — To  discharge  fiuthfuUy  and  acceptably  the  important  dn- 
ties  which  devolve  upon  them,  the  officers  of  the  prison  should  be  fitted,  as  well  by 
qatore  as  by  education,  for  the  places  they  occupy.    It  is  a  matter  of  no  trifling  impor- 
tance to  whom  is  intrusted  the  charge  of  the  whole  penal  establishment  of  so  large  a 
ci^ :  an  establishment  which  yearly  receives  within  its  walls,  perhaps,  as  many  prison- 
en  as  all  the  State  prisons  throughout  the  Union  put  together,  and  Which,  from  the  very 
nature  of  its  constitution,  must  act  more  efficiently  upon  its  inmates,  for  rain  or  refcr> 
nation,  than  any  other  prison  in  our  land.    The  method  of  subjecting  the  officeca  to 
a  political  ordeal,  and  testing  their  qualifications  by  their  political  orthodoxy,  tboogh 
perhaps  well  enough  to  advance  the  interests  of  a  party,  is  ruinous  to  the  well-being  of 
the  prisoner,  a  neglect  of  the  best  interests  of  society,  and  tends  to  foster  and  enoonrage 
vice,  instead  of  repressing  and  correcting  it.     There  needs  no  argument  to  prove  lim 
ftct     The  recent  disgraceful  disclosures  in  regard  to  a  late  election  speak,  tnimpeit* 
tongned,  to  this  point ;  and  we  cannot  but  express  our  astonUhmentt  that  men  should 
be  for  one  moment  continued  in  office,  who,  having  been  indicted  by  a  Joiy  oC' their 
ooontry  for  high  misdemeanors,  shield  themselves  and  their  office  by  pleading  a  demor- 
rsr  to  their  indictment,  instead  of  going,  like  honest,  honorable,  and  fearless  men,  to 
trial,  on  the  merits  of  the  case.    The  particular  offence  for  which  these  men  are  indio^ 
ad,  attaches  with  no  peculiar  force  to  any  administration:  it  has  been,  nndonbtedly,  die 
practice  of  all,  for  many  years,  though  none  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  detaeled 
before.    And  it  is  this  very  frequency  of  the  evil  that  makes  it  more  imperative  upon 
onr  government  to  pursue  stringent  measures,  when  they  have  an  opportnnity.   If  mea- 
sures of  this  kind  are  acquiesced  in — if  our  prison-houses  are  to  be  broken  open,  ad 
their  contents  belched  upon  the  community,  to  threaten,  to  awe,  and  to  ovorwbeJm  tba 
▼irtnous— liberty  is  but  a  mockery,  and  the  right  of  snffinge  bat  another  name  for  a 
ny  and  degradation. 

But  the  partisan  character  of  the  officers  is  not  their  only  disqoalification.     The  cc 
■ittee  feel  a  deep  sense  of  the  responsible  duty  imposed  upon  tbem  by  the 
tmB,  and  though  it  might  be  muoh  more  agreeable  to  Umi  ft^linga  to  hide  the  tebt 
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iStkoy  Bee,  they  Deverthelets  feel  in  oonflcience  boand  to  speak,  without  fiMir  or  laTor,  of 
things  as  they  are.  As  the  chief  qualification  for  appointment  has  heretofore  oeen  de- 
votion to  the  party,  the  result  has  been,  and  will  be,  that  the  shrewdest  managers,  or 
the  loudest  brawlers,  occupy  places  which  should  be  given  only  for  desert ;  and  the 
committee  are  fwioed  to  believe  that  in  some  instances  the  rulers  partake,  to  a  do> 
gree,  of  the  faults  of  the  ruled,  and  that  not  infrequently  some  of  the  keepers  give 
ntteranco  to  language  such  as  is  only  heard  from  the  lowest  and  most  abandoned.  In- 
atead  of  being  samples  of  moderation,  temperance,  and  sobriety,  they  are  violent,  pn>- 
£uie,  and  vulgar.  To  how  large  a  part  of  the  keepers  this  language  will  apply,  we 
have  no  means  of  determining ;  we  only  speak  of  what  we  saw.  Directly  dependent 
on  the  qualifications  of  the  officers,  is  the  discipline  of  the  prison ;  and  if  any  proof 
should  be  required  in  relation  to  the  unfimess  or  incompetency  of  the  officers,  we  might 
point  to  the  disorder,  confusion,  filth,  and  wretohedness,  which  everywhere  exists — 
the  great  number  of  escapes,  the  firequent  recommitments,  the  crowds  of  visitors,  the 
absence  of  accountability  in  regard  to  all  articles  of  produce  and  manufacture,  etc 
Many  of  these  defects  grow  out  of,  and  are  chargeable  primarily  upon,  the  city  gov- 
ernment ;  and  although  prompt,  energetic,  and  competent  officers  might  do  much,  they 
probably  never  can  be  completely  I'emedied  without  some  decisive  action  ou  the  part 
of  the  authorities.  The  most  apparent  evil  attributable  to  this  cause  is  the  very  inade> 
qnate  accommodation  fur  the  prisoners.  The  principle  of  solitary  confinement  at  night, 
one  of  the  distinctive  features  of  laodem  discipline,  is,  of  necessity,  at  some  seasons  of 
the  year,  abandoned ;  and  at  all  times  from  one  to  two  hundred  prisoners  are  crowded 
into  two  rooms,  without  any  attempt  at  separation,  and  without  a  keeper  to  snbdae 
and  correct  them.  Another  evil,  fruitful  of  the  most  disastrous  consequences,  is  the 
plan  of  allowing  the  mayor  and  members  of  the  coomion  council,  commissioner  of  the 
almshouse,  and  other  officials,  to  give  permits  without  limit  to  visit  the  island,  that 
flooding  the  island  at  all  times  with  a  promiscuous  company,  interfering  with  the  diaoi- 
pline,  and  afibrding  opportunities  for  the  most  flagrant  abuse  of  the  privilege,  and  per* 
verting  the  objects  of  punishment  to  the  support  and  encouragement  of  the  grossest 
licentiousness.  A  large  portion  of  the  convicts  are  composed  of  those  unfortunate 
beings  whom  passion  or  penury  has  thrown  upon  the  town.  These,  aAer  having  been 
worn  down  by  disease,  give  themselves  op  by  a  sort  of  tacit  agreement,  and  are  allowed 
to  fix  their  own  time  of  punishment ;  a  record  is  kept  by  the  brothel  from  which  they 
come,  and  just  before  the  time  arrives  for  their  liberation,  the  keepers  of  theee  homes 
of  iniquity  make  their  appearance  on  the  island,  are  permitted  to  visit  their  victims,  and 
no  matter  what  good  resolves  the  erring  penitents  may  have  made,  too  often  succeed 
in  seducing  them  back  to  the  paths  of  infiimy  and  disgrace.  An  instance  of  this  kind 
fell  under  our  observation. 

A  very  interestmg  and  beautifiil  yoong  girl,  aboat  18  years  of  age,  who,  in  the  short 
•pace  of  three  months,  had  been  seduced,  abandoned,  an  inmate  of  a  brothel,  and  finally, 
diseased,  desponding,  and  heart-broken,  had  become  the  tenant  of  a  prison,  expressed 
to  the  chaplain,  the  matron,  and  ourselves,  her  regrets  for  the  past,  and  her  virtnoot 
determination  for  the  future.  So  modest  was  her  appearance,  so  winning  her  man 
ner,  and  so  sincere,  apparently,  her  determination,  that  we  interested  ourselves  in  her 
behalf,  and  about  the  time  of  her  discharge,  agreeably  to  previous  arrangement,  sent 
fcr  her,  to  take  her  to  the  "  Home,"  that  we  might  send  her  to  her  firiends.  But  ere  this, 
the  fell  fiend  of  darkness,  in  the  guise  of  a  brothel-keeper,  had  been  with  her,  and,  by 
presents,  and  promises,  and  entreaties,  had  lured  her  back  to  sin,  and  she  left  the  island 
under  the  escort  of  a  keeper  of  a  house  of  iU-fiune,  and  is  now,  or  was  recently,  an 
inmate  of  one  of  those  dens  of  in&my  in  Mulbeiy-ttreet 

Occurrences  of  this  kind  might,  to  be  sure,  be  prevented,  notwithatandmg  die  perodli 
aldermen,  if  the  keeper  had  monl  ooonge  enough  to  do  hia  dnty ;  but  bow 
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110  be  expected,  when  perfaapt  his  office  depends  on  the  very  breath  of  these  r&if 
women.  Recent  investigations  have  shown  os  that  the  principal  keeper  of  BlackweTs 
Island  thought  it  to  be  his  duty,  on  the  eve  of  an  important  election,  to  desert  his  post— 
whether  for  the  purpose  of  electioneering  in  the  city  himself,  or  to  allow  the  perpefra* 
tion  of  the  stapendous  fraud  which  was  committed  by  the  under  lepers  upon  the 
elective  franchise,  or  for  other  reasons,  this  committee  cannot  determine.  A  necessary 
basis  on  which  to  institute  lasting,  radical  reform,  is  to  disconnect  this  appoinonent 
from  politics ;  and  we  would  suggest  whether  it  should  not  be  confided  to  the  action 
of  a  board  of  inspectors,  oi  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Association,  which, 
being  composed  of  members  from  all  parties,  is  not  at  all  influenced,  in  measures 
which  it  may  adopt,  by  political  considerations.  At  present  it  is  nkider  the  charge  of 
the  common  council,  who  can  enly  act  by  resolution  or  committee. 

Our  remarks  imder  this  head  have  been  thus  far  directed  to  the  male  department 
of  the  prison.  In  examining  the  female  department  we  find  still  greater  cause 
for  com))laint.  Eighteen  himdred  and  seventy-nine  females  were  incarcerated  in  the 
penitentiary  during  the  past  year,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-«even  of  whom,  or  nearly 
one-half,  were  sick,  and  inmates  of  the  hospital.  To  take  charge  of  this  large  number— 
never,  probably,  less  than  four  hundred — one-third  of  whom  are  sick  and  require  atten- 
tion, anlif  two  matroru  are  provided !  In  the  male  department,  where  the  number  is 
constantly  less,  twenty  keepers  are  thought  to  be  necessary.  In  the  female  department 
at  Sing  Sing,  with  only  seventy  prisoners,  all,  or  nearly  all,  in  good  health,  five  keepers 
are  found  necessary.  But  on  Blackwell's  Island  two  females  are  considered  sufficient 
to  take  charge  of  from  four  to  seven  hundred — the  aumber  is  not  material.  These  ma- 
trons are,  however,  assisted  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  by  two  male  keepers, 
one  of  whom,  with  about  sixty  of  the  female  priioners,  is  stationed  at  Bellevue,  and  the 
other  assists  the  matrons  in  controlling  those  more  immediately  under  their  charge. 
These  male  keepers  are  not  only  permitted,  but  expected,  to  lock  up  the  females  at 
night ;  and  the  keeper  at  Bellevue  has  the  entire  control  of  his  whole  gang. 

Why,  in  a  Christian  coimtry,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  city  boasting  of  its  benevolent  insti- 
tutions, its  numerous  churches,  its  high  civilization,  is  this  outrage  upon  decency,  mo* 
rality,  and  good  government  allowed  to  go  on,  from  day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year, 
without  one  effort  to  prevent  it  ?  Why  i»  it  that  male  keepers  are  provided,  where 
female  keepers  are  alone  proper,  and  much  more  economical  7  Is  it  because  females 
are  disfranchised  7 

With  only  two  matrons,  and  no  workshop  but  the  crowded  shanty  we  have  alrea^ 
described,  we  can  neither  look  for  discipline  or  hope  for  reformation ;  and  it  is  our  con- 
viction that,  were  it  not  for  the  slight  screen  of  decency  which  the  name  carries  with 
it,  for  all  piirposM  of  use,  profit,  or  mM^lity,  the  city  might  as  well  save  its  money  as  to 
appropriate  it  to  the  employment  of  matrons,  unless  they  greatly  increase  their  number. 

The  committee  have  not  inquired  into  the  capacity  of  the  present  inccmibents,  nor  da 
we  intend,  by  our  remarks,  in  any  way  to  reflect  upon  them.  Could  they  do  five 
times  their  duty,  we  should  still  have  occasion  to  enter  our  solemn  remonstrance  against 
so  flagrant  and  apparent  a  breach  of  decency  and  propriety,  and  earnestly  to  recom- 
mend an  increase  of  their  number. 

Many  young  women  under  the  abuse  of  law,  to  which  we  have  already  aQuded,  are 
sent  to  the  island  without  any  sufficient  cause.  The  following,  furnished  by  the  agent 
of  Detention  Committee,  is  an  instance  of  this  character : — 

J O ,  sent  to  Blackwell's  Jjiland  by  her  husband,  who  is  now  head  potter 

in  one  of  the  first  retail  stores  in  the  city.  She  is  a  decent-looking  Scotch  woman,  and 
says  she  is  sent  up  by  her  husband  on  a  false  charge.  He,  althooeh  a  member  of  a 
church,  keeps  another  woman.    On  this  account  he  has  abused  his  wife,  and  aent  bar  to 

the  penitentiary.     For  the  truth  of  this  statement,  refers  to  Mr. ,  a  baker,  in  ~ 

•twet,  Brooklyn,  Blr.  —— ,  C  street,  and  another  porter  in  nid  itore. 
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Othen,  thnragli  tiie  inflaence  of  passion,  haTo  just  laanched  into  a  field  of  crime  t 
not  naturally  vicious,  they  have  been  led  on,  step  by  step,  until  they  have  fallen 
where  nothing  but  kindness,  S3rmpathy,  exhortation,  entreaty,  and  reflection  can  saro 
them.  These,  and  many  others,  might  be  rescned,  if  they  could  be  culled  from 
the  mass,  and  kept  diligently  employed,  and  allowed  an  opportnnity  to  reflect  on  their 
condition.  But  on  the  island  there  is  no  room  for  seclusion,  except  tlra  chapel ;  ^nd  if 
this  might  be  used  for  the  purpose,  there  is  no  matron  to  take  charge  of  it,  withont 
leaving  the  mass  to  the  sole  care  of  a  male  keeper.  Indeed,  the  most  numerous, 
well-appointed,  and  efficient  corps  of  matrons  could  be  of  but  little  use,  so  long  as  the 
aocommodatiqps  for  the  prisoners  are  so  limited. 

We  fear  no  effort  can  make  this  prison  what  it  should  be,  until  buildings,  property 
arranged  and  commodious,  are  provided.  At  present,  no  classification  can  be  intro- 
duced, and  even  separation  is  almost  impracticable. 

RBCOMHiTMBirTs. — The  attention  of  the  committee  was  particularly  directed,  by  their 
personal  examinations,  to  the  fact,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  court  criminals— such, 
eapecially,  as  are  imprisoned  for  petit  larcegy— -are  there  for  second,  third,  and  some 
for  fourth  offences.  The  law  makes  it  imperative  on  the  court  to  send  all  those  con- 
victed for  die  second  offence  to  a  State  prison ;  but  we  found  several  who  had  e^n 
been  two  or  three  different  times  in  the  State  establishment,  sent  here  for  three  or  six 
months;  and  one  person  who  had  grown  gray  in  prison,  having  been  the  rounds  of 
■orae  half-dozen  State  prisons,  and  been  five  or  six  several  times,  in  succession,  sent 
for  minor  offences  to  this  penitentiary.  In  fact,  from  a  long  course  of  confinement,  be 
had  become  so  habituated  to  prison  life,  that  he  seemed  to  prefer  it  to  any  other,  and 
only  availed  himself  of  his  liberty  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  city,  call  upon  his  friends,  and 
then  commit  some  little  offence,  just  sufficient  to  send  him  home  again. 

If  the  law  providing  for  the  punishment  of  second  offences,  by  imprisonment  in  dor 
State  penitentiaries,  is  a  salutary  enactment,  it  would  seem  important,  where  no  discre- 
tionary power  is  given,  that  our  magistrates,  at  least,  should  not  knowingly  set  an  ex- 
ample of  its  open  and  habitual  violation. 

Male  Hospital. — We  have  already  spoken  of  the  defects  of  the  female  hospital^ 
bat  we  shall  have  but  partially  performed  our  duty  if  we  neglect  to  pay  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  male.  This  is  a  large  room,  over  the  chapel,  in  the  main  building  of  this 
prison.  It  is  situated  in  the  fourth  story,  is  well  lighted,  and  in  the  summer  enjoys  a  fine 
air,  certainly  much  needed  to  carry  off*  the  stench  which  is  engendered  from  a  congre- 
gation of  some  forty  or  fifty  diseased  individuals  in  the  same  room,  with,  in  the  warmest 
days  in  summer,  a  large  cookostove  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  on  which  all  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  sick  are  made,  and  water  closets,  or  rather,  wooden  buckets,  fouled  by  con- 
stant use,  piled  behind  a  screen,  with  the  room  generally  dirty  and  disgusting;  but  in 
the  winter,  when  the  windows  are  closed,  and  all  the  exhalations  from  those  teeming 
bodies,  and  these  filthy  adjuncts,  are  penned  in  and  confined,  it  becomes  disgusting  and 
unwholesome.  The  attendants  of  the  hospital  are  convicts.  Something  seems  necef- 
sary  to  be  done  for  the  purpose  of  ventilating  this  apartment,  and  certainly  some  pro* 
vision  should  be  made  for  removing  at  once  to  another  room,  or  at  least  the  cooking 
apparatus,  the  apothecary's  shop,  and  the  soil  tubs. 

We  were  surprised  at  the  primitive  kind  of  apparatus  used  to  call  assistance  from  be- 
low. Instead  of  a  bell  hung  in  the  lower  corridor  of  the  prison,  which  might  be  struck 
by  the  means  of  a  wire  terminating  in  the  hospital,  and  thus  avoid  disturbing  the  sick, 
the  fear  seems  to  be  that  the  keeper's  nerves  would  be  shocked  by  such  an  apparatoi^ 
and  so  a  sledge  hammer  is  provided  by  which  they  strike  the  hinges  of  the  door,  and 
thus  by  deafiening  the  sick,  strive  to  send  down  a  fiunt  sound  to  the  ears  of  the  welL 

EzpxNDiTURBS. — The  expenditures  of  this  prison  ibr  the  year  ending  January  lit, 
1846,  were  about  97  centa  per  head  per  week,  hrespecthre  of  the  labor  done  by  the 
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ooimoti,  whkh  ettiiiiftted  at  onlj  one  shflling  per  day  for  one-half  of  tiie  whole 
nunber,  would  be  $21,500  per  year,  or  three  ihilliiigB  per  head  weekly  m  addilicNi, 
making  the  entire  cost  of  lopport  for  theae  priioners,  abont  eleren  shilling!  per  week, 
eertainly  an  enormons  expenditure,  ccmsidering  the  small  number  of  keepers  enoiploTed, 
and  the  nature  of  their  diet 

A  &ct  no  less  singular  than  astonishing,  serving  to  show  how  loosely  the  afiira  of  this 
prison  have  hitherto  been  managed,  came  to  the  knowMge  of  the  committee,  and  k 
an  apt  illustratidn  of  the  manner  of  doing  business  at  this  establishment  The  ooni* 
mittee  discovered  that,  from  the  commencement  of  the  prison,  so  far  as  they  could 
learn,  up  to  the  time  of  their  eiamination,  not  a  single  article  manufactured  in  te 
priaan  was  ever  accounted  for ;  and  the  goods,  lumber,  etc.,  yearly  supplied  by  die 
CommiBsioner  of  the  alms-house,  were  used  and  made  up,  and  for  ail  that  appeank  dia> 
posed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  keepers,  or  some  one  else.*  It  is  singular,  indeed,  that 
successive  administrations,  of  all  political  parties,  should  have  suffered  this  Oagmt 
abuse  to  exist  without  endeavoring  to  arrest  it 

There  is  another  abuse,  not,  to  be  sure,  of  so  glaring  a  nature,  but  still  one  to  wtuok 
anthorities,  provident  of  the  public  weal,  should  direct  their  attention,  and  that  is,  te 
use  made  of  the  swill.  The  convicts  charge,  that  the  hogs  kept  on  the  island  are  bel* 
tar  cared  for  than  themselves,  and  that  the  top  of  the  rice,  or  the  thin  part,  is  skimmed 
off  for  them,  and  the  more  substantial  part  left,  designedly  to  feed  the  swine. 

Clianunbss. — We  can  hardly  hope  for  moral  reformation,  uidess  the  appltaneea 
lor  personal  ablution  are  provided  Convicts,  dragged  firom  the  gutters  and  ken- 
nab  of  the  city,  sent  to  the  island,  polluted  both  in  body  and  mind,  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  commence  the  work  of  reformation  in  earnest,  until  they  have  first  been 
taught  a  lesson  of  self-respect  by  personal  cleansing.  The  penitentiary,  though  siir> 
rounded  by  water,  makes  no  provision  for  this  salutary  instruction,  and  the  conviots, 
having  doffed  their  outer  garments,  go  teeming  in  their  filth  to  the  workshop,  te 
hospital,  or  the  cell,  without  an  opportunity  even  of  washing  their  hands  and  feces, 
except  such  as  accident  may  present.  The  remark  of  a  convict,  whether  true  in  point 
effect  or  not,  so  forcibly  illustrates  this  whole  matter,  that  we  cannot  forbear  its  intro- 
duction. "  Sure,"  says  Pat,  "  I  would  like  to  change  places  with  the  pigs,  for  while 
diey  have  the  best  of  the  swiU  to  fill  their  stomachs,  they  are  daily  washed  and  cor> 
Tied,  and  we,  poor  divils,  have  scarce  a  dhrop  of  wather  to  wet  our  hands  vrith."  The 
oonunittee  were  pained  to  see,  on  their  first  visit  to  the  island,  that  even  the  men  nrae* 
tered  in  the  chapel  on  Sunday  were  slovenly  in  their  appearance,  and  that  their  under 
garments,  in  many  instances,  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  worn  for  weeks ;  and 
die  impression  conveyed  to  the  minds  of  the  committee  was  confirmed  by  suboequent 
inquiry  among  the  convicts.  This  state  of  things,  however,  materially  improved  dur- 
ing our  visits  to  the  penitentiary,  and  on  the  hist  Sunday  we  yren  present,  a  carefol 
examination  satisfied  us  that,  at  least,  a  temporary  change  had  taken  place  in  this 
particular. 

The  convicts  are  provided  by  the  city  with  a  uniform  dress,  which,  although  of  die 
coarsest  material,  seems  well  enough  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  prisoners. 

IifSTRUCTioir.— No  adequate  provision  is  made  for  instruction,  no  books  provided 
except  the  Bible,  and  no  chaplain  except  the  officiating  clergyman  of  the  insane  hos- 
pital. To  this  individual  is  confined  the  moral,  spiritual,  and  ordinary  instruction  uf 
fitun  1,200  to  1,800  of  the  most  heterogeneous  population  that  can  anywhere  be  found 
in  the  United  States.  This  gentleman,  with  a  singleness  of  purpose  and  devotioo  u 
Interesting  as  it  is  praiseworthy,  labors  most  incessantly  in  the  cause  which  he  haa 
braced  with  so  much  ardor  and  ability.    But  of  what  avail  are  the  effinrts  of  one  i 

•The  Committoe  do  not  tatend  to  chsrge  tkst  saok  has  ever  besn  Oe  ftd;  bat  dasply  tfMt  the  ie> 
'-'' of  the  prison  prsssBt  BO  svldMee  to  liie 
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nch  m  eTer>Yuying  popalatkm  f  On  die  Sabbath  day,  to  be  tare,  he  ia 
aUj  cheered  and  encouraged  by  the  voluntary  efforts  of  some  city  layman ;  bat,  ereil 
with  this  aid,  comparatively  little  can  be  done  to  warn,  adviie,  and  instmct,  even  those 
whose  tender  years  and  awakening  conscience  mark  as  sabjects  not  yet  witbddt  hope. 

It  was  a  matter  of  astonishment  to  the  committee,  and  we  cannot  bat  think  a  r^* 
proach  to  the  Catholic  clergy  of  oar  city,  that  they  appear  to  take  little  or  no  interest 
in  these  prisoners.  While  almost  every  other  denomination  is  represented  by  its  deos 
gymen  and  laymen,  we  never  hear  of  any  systematic  efforts  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  fiv 
winning  back  the  erring  and  backsliding  sons  and  daughters  of  their  church.  Althon^ 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  convicts  are  Catholics,  no  Catholic  priest  visits  them  regularly 
to  exhort,  to  admonish,  to  comfort,  or  console.  With  the  strong  hold  which  the  clergy 
of  that  denomination  have  upon  their  followers,  much  good,  we  should  ihink,  would 
reaalt  from  such  a  measure. 

In  the  remarks  we  have  believed  it  our  duty  to  make  in  relation  to  this  prison,  w» 
have  found  so  much  to  censure,  and  so  little  to  approve,  that  we  fear  we  shall  be  ao- 
ooaed  of  being  actuated  by  a  captious,  iault-finding  spirit,  rather  than  governed  by  prii^ 
eiples  of  justice  and  an  intelligent  humanity.  But  if  we  know  our  own  hearts,  we  have 
been  actuated  by  a  sole  desire  to  state  nothing  but  what  was  true  to  the  letter;  and 
while  we  have  extenuated  nought,  neither  have  we  set  down  aught  in  malice. 

With  these  remarks,  the  committee  would  submit  the  accompanying  tablea  as  the 

rawilta  of  their  inveatotions. 

JOHN  D.  BU8B, 

JOHN  DUES, 

CYRUS  CUBT1& 
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In  tbe  pfane  of  Table  of  Cases  of  Sickness,  Lunacy,  and  Death,  we  gm  tbe  Maw 
ing  letter  and  statistics  firom  Mr.  Inglis : — 

To  ike  Committee  of  Inepeetion  of  the  City  PenUemtiary, 

Gbittlkmin  : — In  offering  the  enclosed  abstract,  I  most  be  permitted,  at  the  ontaet; 
to  remark,  that  I  foand  it  utterly  impossible  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  Dr.  Boss  to  the 
extent  he  indicated.  Statistical  information  can  have  no  valae  unless  full  reliance  can 
be  placed  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  source  whence  it  is  obtained.  This  is  fiur  from 
being  the  case  in  the  present  instance ;  the  data  from  the  register  are  meagre  in  the 
extreme,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  record  has  been  kept,  or  rather  "  not  kept,'*  it 
excessiyely  confused,  numerous  cases  occurring  without  any  statement  as  to  sex,  age^ 
oolor,  country,  or  disease. 

This,  surely,  ought  not  tol)e.  The  field  presented  by  this  and  similar  institutions,  to 
the  professional  amateur,  is  certainly  a  most  prolific  one,  and  (as  far  as  the  collectioa 
of  statistical  facts  is  concerned)  does  not  require  any  great  depth  of  intellectual  capn^ 
city  for  its  culture.  To  take,  for  example,  the  disorders  moit  predominant  in  the  peni- 
tentiary hospitals  on  Blackwell's  Island — syphilis  and  delirium  tremens — I  suppose  that 
no  place  in  the  United  States  of  America  can  afford  equal  scope  for  investigating  the 
comparative  frequency  of  the  varied  forms  which  the  former  assumes,  both  as  a  local 
and  a  constitutional  malady ;  and  with  regard  to  delirium  tremens,  the  opportunity  it 
unhappily  too  ample  to  put  to  the  test  of  experience  the  different  modes  of  treating 
this  sometimes  (as  it  occurs  here)  intractable  complaint.  Hitherto,  however,  these 
and  all  other  matters  of  interest  to  the  medical  world,  have  been  most  summarily 
passed  over,  or,  I  should  say,  have  been  altogether  neglected.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that, 
under  better  auspices,  medical  science  may  be  promoted ;  and  thus,  that  even  firom  the 
lowest  abyss  of  misery,  ultimate  good  to  humanity  at  large  may  be  extracted. 

The  diseases  I  have  thrown  into  alphabetical  order,  and  I  have  simply  put  down  the 
nomber  of  cases  treated  and  the  deaths,  as  noted  in  the  register.  And  here  I  may 
draw  attention  to  the  fact,  that  out  of  1,266  cases  under  medical  surveillance,  in  the 
male  and  female  hospitals,  during  a  period  of  twelve  months,  I  only  find  48  deaths 
recorded,  and  two  of  these  are  set  down  as  proceeding  from  unknown  causes.  The 
remaining  46  will  be  found  under  their  respective  diseases.  This  will  suffice  to 
show  the  inattention  with  which  these  matters  have  been  regarded.  It  would  be 
labor  lost  to  attempt  anything  like  a  classification  into  those  who  were  really  cured, 
those  who  were  only  relieved,  and  those  who  were  discharged  for  other  reasons.  The 
general  proportion,  as  regards  sex,  color,  and  country,  which  is  exhibited  in  the  an- 
nexed table  (by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  fismale  sex  constitutes  nearly  two-thirda 
of  the  w  hole  number),  appears  to  pervade  the  whole  group  of  diseases  with  somewhat 
of  the  same  uniformity. 


Statistics  from  the  Records  of  the  Penitentiary  Hospitals,  BUukweWs  Island^ 
comprising  a  Period  of  One  Year,  viz.,  from  Aug,  1, 1845,  to  Aug,  1, 1846. 


Number  of  patients  treated  during  the  yeai 

.     .     1,266. 

Males. 

Females.  ■ 

Native. 

Foreign. 

White. 

Black. 

439 

827 

477 

789 

1,166  . 

100 

876 
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^fttfroef  of  Ae  Diseasei  treated  during  the  Year  above  mmiioned^  m  the  Mdi 

and  Female  Penitentiary  HoipitaU. 


DiMSMA. 

No.  under 
trefttmenL 

Deatha.! 

! 

Diaeaaea. 

No.  under 
treatment. 

DeadML 

Abiceis 

6 

1 
j 

1 

Gonorrhoea 

32 

Anaaarca 

4 

Hyateria 

11 

Aacitea 

4 

3 

Hcmorrhoida     . 

5 

Afthma . 

2 

Hydropa    •     . 

1 

Broochitia . 

]4 

1 

Injuria 

36 

1 

Bubo     . 

11 

Irritatio  Spinal 

7 

Carcinoma  Mam. 

2 

Leocorrfaoea 

24 

Cardialgia 

8 

Menorrhagia 

13 

Coiigeatio  Cerebri 

o 

1 

Neundffia  . 
Ophthdmia    . 

6 

Couatipatio 

16 

12 

Cootoaio    . 

7 

"         Gonorrhoea 

4 

Debilitaa 

4 

1 

(Irilia)      . 

4 

Delirium  Tremena 

236 

8 

Otitia      . 

3 

Diarrhoea 

12 

2 

Orchitia 

4 

DiHldcatio  . 

3 

. 

Paralyais 

1 

Dysenteria 

23 

o 

Phthiaia  Fulm.   . 

24 

10 

Epilepsia    . 

1 

Fleuritia 

9 

Febria  Com.   . 

25 

Pneumonia 

7 

*'      Intermit. 

22 

1 

Rheumatiam  . 

8 

"      Bemitt. 

15 

Chronic  . 

28 

"      Scalatina 

1 

Strictnre  Urethra    . 

'      3 

"      Typhoid 

6 

1 

Syphilis     . 

395 

7 

Fiatok  in  Auo    . 

2 

"      Conaecathra 

97 

1 

Fracture 

4 

Tvmpanitia 
Ulcera    . 

1 

Gaatrodynia 

12 

78 

1 

Gaatritu 

6 

3 

Uatio 

9 

There  were  in  the  hoapital  remainiug  imder  treatment  on  the  lat  of  Augoat  nit, 
malea,  50 ;  females,  127  :  making  a  total  of  177  now  or  lately  on  the  sick  liaL 

I  am,  reapectfblly,  etc., 

JOHN  VILUEBS  INGLI8. 
SepUmber  4, 1846. 


Tabu  YII.— Afocie  m  tehich  Prisoners  amJUud  m  this  Prisam  in  the 

the  Year  hone  been  employed. 


tamm^ 


Ayerage  Nombar  for.  the  Tear.  1 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

1.  Hard  labor          .... 

2.  Employment  not  being  hard  labor 

3.  Not  employed         .... 

307 

71 

194 

302 

88 

222 

609 
159 
416 

Total . 

572 

612 

1184 

Tamue  VIII.— iVi«ffii<r  9f  Punishments  for  Offences  in  the  Prison  in  (he  eornm 

of  the  jTear, 

No  record  kept,  bnt  do  DOC  amount  to  one  a  day,  and  are  priBcipaDy  liie  e«^  baO  and 
•B^  and  ahower-bath  for  the  women. 


BLACKWaLLB   ULAND. 

Tabu  IX.— Totot  OoHper  oaniMt,  fnder  the  fiOomtig  Head*. 


ToUl  c«t  of  priwD  diet         .         .         . 

iD.le  and  Gsnola  dolhing      .  \ 

tS3,8I2 
6,634 

69 
44 
57 
91 

Total  .        .        .        . 

9,005 

#40,928 

61 

Tabu  TL^r—DeaOu  in  the 

com 

teoj 

AtYiar. 

1845— Anguit . 

B- 

w. 

N, 

T. 

TW^ 

a 

7 

g 

'} 

T 

Ociober 

A 

;< 

1 

n 

10 

1846- January      . 

i 

H 

15 

Ffbniary 

V 

te?.     .  ■  .  ■  .  • 

s 

r 

T 

13 
10 

July.       .       .       . 

Total    .        .        . 

1 

19 

90 

S3 

50 

109 

Table  XI. — O^eeri'  Sataritt,  Feet,  EnuAvmntt,  etc. 


,™. 

OOoa. 

A|- 

•ppotax^ 

Btlulai 

udArn'Mttantf 

Iftniw  L.  MotI  . 

Depn^Ewpar 

11500  00 

HoOMudgud. 

JouSmq  NMh.     . 

650  4» 

ttsDoa 

Be».  Mr.  SMrki . 

Chariun 

Board. 

Dr.  Siwyor     .    . 

FhT^d^ 

soooo 

Nathan  A.  SattoD. 

*ESS^ 

500  00 

HeairOrimm 

AMirtut  Keeper 

450  00 

Timolb;  0-doniw> 

450  00 
450  00 

WiUi«nFlyim.    . 

450  00 

Tbomu  R.  Brook* 

450  00 

Edwinl  Corbit     . 

450  00 

450  00 

Willi™  fiowhly  . 

4MO0 

450  00 

John  a.  Eii-oDi      . 

450  00 

ImcKanxf   .    . 

* 

4UN 

918 
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Table  ctmUmied. 

Names. 

OiBoa. 

Afle. 

When 
^ipotailed. 

Bdiries 

per 
Annrnn. 

Mature  of  Pees  sad 

EmolonieBli^ 
and  Am*ls  Cbaveol 

William  Haooock 
Andrew  Ligmer  . 
John  Hackett  .     . 
John  Schafer   .    . 
John  Frances  .    . 
David  M.  Boyle   . 
Edward  S.  Panella 
James  Taite     .     . 
James  Creightnn  . 
William  H.  Williams 
Garret  de  Oroat    . 
Edmond  Nogent  . 

Mrs.  Wilson     .    . 
Mrs.  Jacobs     .    . 

Assistant  Keeper 
i< 

u 
u 

Carpenter 

Shoemaker 

Blacksmith 

Stone-mason 

Qoarry-master 

Goaid 
<( 

AssisL  Carpenter 
Matron 

• 

$450  00 
450  00 
450  00 
450  00 
550  00 
550  00 
550  00 
550  00 
550  00 
450  00 
450  00 
450  00 
250  00 

250  00 
250  00 

Table  Xll^-^Receipts, 


For  different  article^  supplied  Lunatic  Asylum,  meetly  coal   . 

Child's  Hospital   .        •     ,  • 

**         vegetables  estimated 
Small  Pox  Hospital . 
Alms  House 
Long  Island  Farms  . 


u 
u 
«< 
u 
u 


$466 

32 

379 

77 

600 

00 

125 

12 

221 

75 

185 

75 

Ihu—ThiM  table  was  intended  to  show,  among  other  tiiinga,  tbe  kind  of  labor  performed,  die  poai 
and  net  proceeds  of  each  Und  and  of  the  aggregafee,  the  cost  of  material,  etc.,  the  manner  in  whin  Iha 
proeeeda  are  expended,  and  what  aceoonts  of  it  are  kept. 


Tablx  XIIL — MUcdlaneoua  Inquiries  as  to  the  slate  of  the  Prison. 


1.  Cells. 

2.  Number  of  cells  or  rooms. 

3.  Dimensions  of  them. 

4.  Average  temperature. 

5.  How  lighted. 

6.  How  warmed. 

7.  How  ventilated. 

8.  Cost  of  coDstructum  of  prison. 

9.  Cost  of  each  cell. 

10.  How  many  con6ned  in  one  celL 

11.  What  books  for  prisoners. 

12.  What  chissification. 

13.  VLritors  to  prisonen. 


14. 

15. 
16. 
17. 

18. 


Clothing,  how  often  changed. 

Clothine,  an^  uniform  dress. 
How  often  fed,  and  where. 
Supply  of  water,  and  how  need. 

Bedding,  bow  often  changed. 


! 


496. 

3  feet  6  in.  wide,  7  feet  6  in.  high,  and 

7  feet  6  in.  long. 
About  60. 

!By  small  loop-holes  or  windows  m  d» 
outer  buildiing. 
By  stoves  in  the  corridor. 
By  half-grated  doors,  but  impetfeedy. 


One,  often  two,  and  sometimea  dirsa. 

Bible  and  tracts. 

None. 

Every  person  that  procmnes  a 

and  i^y  with^t. 
Shirts  in  most  instances  weekly, 

loons  monthly. 
Tes. 

Three  times,  in  cells. 
Deficient 
No  sheets,  but  blankets  changsd 

or  thrice  a  year. 
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MO  fwuvn  PEiiOBS. 


SUFFOLK  AND  QUEEN'S  COUNTY  PRISONS. 

Tbi  comity  priiOD,  for  Suffolk  oountj,  it  located  in  the  centre  of  the  Tillage,  at  Bi% 
erbead,  the  shire  town,  and  ii  attached  to  the  court  hooae,  which  is  nsed  as  a  dwelling 
hoose  for  the  keeper,  offices  for  the  accommodation  of  the  coonty,  a  court  room,  jnry 
rooms,  etc.  The  prison  is  boilt  of  stone,  and  consists  of  four  square  cells,  10  feet  by 
10  feet  area,  and  9  feet  ceiling.  There  are  two  tiers  of  cells,  two  on  a  tier.  The 
doors  of  the  cells  are  made  of  strong  bar  iron,  crossed  and  riveted,  and  secured  by  two 
iron  bars  and  two  padlocks.  Each  cell. has  its  own  waterKsloset,  and  is  proyided 
wifli  a  comfortable  straw  bed.  The  cells  are  lighted,  heated,  and  ventilated  solely 
from  the  corridor.  Besides  these  cells  in  the  prison,  there  is  a  fifth,  in  the  main  body 
of  the  court  house,  which  is  but  rarely  used.  Although  the  county  is  sparsely  settled, 
(mostly  with  an  agricultural  population,)  and  small,  still  it  frequently  happens  that  two 
or  more  individuals  are  placed  in  the  same  cell ;  and  during  the  visit  of  the  committee, 
tirtien,  indeed,  there  were  only  five  prisoners,  in  one  instance  two  were  found  occupy^ 
iag  the  same  cell.  Owing,  probably,  to  the  small  number  of  prisoners  usually  cod> 
fined  in  this  prison,  no  provision  is  made  for  a  chaplain,  and,  notwithstanding  there  is 
at  present  one  man  convicted  of  murder,  the  only  opportunities  provided  for  religious 
instruction,  are  occasional,  and  from  what  the  committee  gathered,  infrequent  visits  of 
the  clergymen  of  the  village,  and  a  few  tracts  The  prisoners  appear  to  be  well  cared 
for,  and  to  be  fed  in  much  fbe  sanae  manner  as  the  fiunily  of  the  keeper.  They  are 
always  provided  with  meat  at  noon,  meat  or  fish  for  breakfost,  and  mush  or  bread  and 
molasses  at  mfjbt.  No  provision  is  made  for  the  employment  of  those  confined,  al- 
tboQgh  the  cells  are  sufficiently  large  to  allow  it. 

The  prison  for  Queen's  county  is  situated  at  North  Hempstead,  about  three  miles 
horn  Hempstead  village,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  county  court  house,  which  is  a  plain 
wooden  bvilding,  surmounted  by  a  cupola,  and  is  occupied  as  a  tavern,  groggery,  ooort 
house,  jniy  rooms,  and  jail.  To  account  for  this  somewhat  incongruous  mixture,  we 
ipay  state  that  the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  court  house  is  owned  by  one  fomHy,  who 
keep  a  small  public  house  near,  and  who  will  not  by  any  inducement  be  persuaded  to 
atU,  BO  that  ^ley  may  ei\jqy  with  the  court  house,  a  monopoly  of  the  business  of  the 
oaon^  town. 

Another,  and  pexh^w  a  stronger  reason,  may  be  foond  in  the  foot  that  the  keeper  of 
tho  jail  is  allowed  no  odier  remuneration  for  his  services,  than  a  fiee  rent  and  penm»> 
sipA  to  keep  a  tivem.  The  prison  is  ooustmcted  entirely  of  wood,  the  cells  or  rooms 
being  built  of  stout  plank,  fostened  to  stout  studs  and  sleepers,  which  are  covered  widi 
sheet  kon,  and  sit  very  close  to  each  other;  the  vrindows  are  of  ordinary  siae,  and 
grated  with  iron ;  the  rooms  in  which  the  prisoners  were  locked  up,  were  all  large ; 
and  in  some  of  them  the  only  outlet  is  through  other  rooms,  the  doors  of  which  are 
left  open,  and  the  prisoners,  (some  three  or  four  in  number,  sometimes  there  are  as 
mmj  as  six  or  seven,)  found  passing  their  time  as  agreeably  as  their  state  of  confine- 
ment  would  allow.  One  room,  occupied  by  a  young  man  who  had  just  rendered  his 
name  notorious  by  the  double  orime  of  grand  larceny  and  criminal  sntercourse,  was  IS 
by  20  feet  area,  with  two  windows,  a  table,  chairs,  comfortable  bed,  and  two  large 
wiiuiows,  presented  an  air  of  comfort  which  seemed  little  in  unison  with  the  security 
of  the  prison ;  and  recent  events  have  shown  that  our  apprehensions,  in  this  respect, 
were  well  founded,  as  the  young  convict  got  weary  of  his  confinement  and  departed. 

This  prison  was  probably  built  before  many  of  the  modem  improvements  in  prison- 
boflding  had  been  introduced ;  and  we  would  suggest  whether  it  is  not  a  reproach  to 
tha  rich  county  of  Queens,  to  be  thoa  lagging  behind  the  age,  and  keeping  up  a 


oouiiTT  pftiiom*  881 

whicfa  ii  onlj  a  pruon  lo  long  as  thoie  that  are  oonfined  there  choow  to  itaj.  The 
comfort  of  the  priaoner,  so  &r  at  eating  and  drinking  are  concerned,  seems  to  be  particQ' 
hurly  attended  to ;  and  as  the  court  house  is  also  a  tavern  during  the  weeks  of  court, 
they  are  allowed  to  enjoy  a  profusion  of  creature  comforts  which  it  is  presumed  fall  to 
the  lot  of  but  few  prisoners.  Indeed,  they  are  constantly  well  fed,  but  there  appears 
to  be  less  attention  paid  to  cleanliness  than  is  desirable ;  the  night  tubs  are  only  emp- 
tied every  second  day,  the  effluvia  from  which  has  a  tendency  to  vitiate  the  air  of  the 
room ;  to  which  we  may  add  the  fact  that  the  prisoners  eat  in  their  rooms,  and  that  no 
proper  means  of  ventilation  are  adopted.  The  county  provides  no  chaplain  or  other 
means  of  moral  or  religious  instruction.  There  is  no  library,  nor  are  there  any  books 
provided,  except  a  Bible  and  a  few  tracts.  In  fact,  the  only  attempt  or  desire  (very 
feebly  executed,  to  be  sure),  seems  to  be  to  insure  the  security  of  the  prisoners,  their 
reformation  or  moral  elevation  being  entirely  disregarded,  and  a  positive  effort  made 
for  their  corruption  and  degradation,  by  placing  the  guilty  and  the  innocent  in  a  situa- 
tion that  compels  them  to  associate. 

With  these  remarks,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  accompanying  table,  as 
embracing  all  the  statistical  information  which  they  derived  fiom  their  examinations. 

JOHN  DUER, 
JOHN  D  BUSS, 
CYBUS  CUBTISS. 
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CAYUGA  COUNTY  PRISON. 

Tn  priioii  for  thu  ooontj  i>  sitoated  at  Aabam,  a  few  yards  from  die  ooart-tioaB. 
The  enclotmg  bnildmg  ib  of  stone,  divided  into  two  parts  hj  a  spacious  ball,  on  one 
side  of  which  is  the  keeper's  hoose  and  on  the  other  the  prison.  The  cells  are  sar- 
immded  by  a  corridor,  and  are  constructed  after  the  most  approred  model  of  prisons 
on  the  congregate  plan.  There  are  10  cells  in  the  lower  tier,  each  5  by  8  feet,  and  6 
on  the  gallery  above,  four  of  which  are  5,  and  two  10  by  8  feet  in  area,  ana  8  feet 
in  height.  Theie  cells  are  lighted,  ventilated,  and  heated,  through  grated  doon, 
from  the  corridor,  in  which  stands  a  box-Btove,  on  which,  apparently,  a  large  portioD 
of  the  cookiog  for  the  establishment  is  performed.  One  great  defect  in  this  prison, 
and,  indeed,  in  all  the  county  prisons  which  we  have  examined,  is,  that  there  is 
no  attempt  at  classification  or  even  separation,  but  all,  both  innocent  and  guilty,  the 
vagrant  and  felon,  the  witness  and  the  murderer,  are  thrown  promiscuously  together; 
or,  if  the  more  practiced  villain  is  confined,  all  the  others  that  have  the  misfortnne 
to  be  imprisoned,  whether  innocent  or  guilty,  have  free  access  to  the  grates  of  his  oeQ. 
On  visiting  the  prison,  we  found  eight  persons  congregated  about  the  stoves,  engaged 
in  warming  their  breakfast,  all  of  them  apparently  on  good  terms  with  each  other,  nsi- 
ther  character,  color,  or  country  interrupting  their  intercourse.  Of  these,  4  wers 
committed  for  trial,  two  of  whom  were  under  20  (one  white  and  one  black),  and  8 
between  20  and  30,  all  natives ;  2  were  intemperate ;  2  were  laborers ;  1  barber ;  and 
1  clerk :  2  of  them  could  read  and  write,  1  could  read  only,  1  could  not  read,  and  all 
of  them  were  single.  The  alledged  offences  of  those  under  20  were  attempt  at  rape  and 
larceny ;  and  of  those  over  20,  counterfeiting  and  forgery.  Of  the  four  remaining,  all 
white,  3  were  between  40  and  50,  and  1  between  20  and  30 ;  3  were  foreigners  and 
1  a  native ;  2  temperate  and  2  intemperate ;  2  laborers,  and  1  a  spinner,  and  1  stage- 
driver;  1  could  not  read,  1  could  read  only,  and  the  other  two  could  both  read  and 
write ;  3  of  them  were  married,  and  1  single ;  3  of  them  were  committed  for  asnnlt 
and  battery,  and  one  for  larceny ;  their  terms  of  imprisonment  were,  1  for  90  days,  2 
for  60  days,  and  1  for  40  days. 

Besides  these  there  was  still  another  inmate  of  the  prison,  the  notorious  Freemaa, 
mider  sentence  of  death  for  the  cold-blooded  butchery  of  the  Van  Zandt  fiimily.  He 
was  chained  to  the  centre  of  one  of  the  large  cells,  and  appeared  to  be  in  a  demented 
state  of  mind. 

As  the  keeper  of  the  prison  was  absent,  and  had  taken  the  only  record  he  kept  of 
the  prison  with  him,  the  committee  could  only  procure  such  infonnation  as  a  pemndl 
examination  of  the  prisoners  preaented. 

All  of  which  is  submitted. 

JOHN  D.  BUSS. 


KINGS  COUNTY  PRISON. 

This  prison,  situated  in  Brooklyn,  was  so  accurately  described  in  the  second  aonoal 
report  of  the  Assocation,  that  we  need  at  this  time  only  refer  to  t^t  document,  which, 
together  with  the  accompanying  tables,  present  a  detuled  aocoant  of  tet  eatabUsfament 

lOHN  DUEB,         ^ 

JOHN  D.  RU8S,     }  CmMdnee  of  £upeeii§m. 
CYBU8  CUBTI88,J 
Jmgnti  10, 1846. 
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Tamlk  IX.- 

Aget  ofPrumtrt 

«mp™«rf» 

TMen. 

tbio. 

Fen. 

nuk. 

WWtt 

Krtwt 

For. 

TMd. 

1.  Dndsr  30  jtmit 

S.  30  jetn  >nd  under  30   . 

3.  30  Tdwi  and  aoder  40 

4.  40  yean  aod  ander  50  . 

Tottil 

101 
316 
187 
69 
28 

IS 
79 
66 
IS 
7 

IS 

10 

101 
347 
216 
75 
31 

72 
123 

n 

35 
9 

44 

172 
161 
50 
26 

116 
295 
SS3 
65 
SS 

601 

133 

114 

670 

331 

453 

784 

TuLx  X — Agei  of  Prwmeri  eomprUed  in  TahU  III. 
Taxlx  "Xl.— Stale  of  Inatrmtion  of  Prixmen  m  TahU  H. 
Table  XII.— Sate  oflnttnietim  ofPritoner$  ut  TaUt  m. 


'etfAt 


Taxlk  XIV. — iVumier  of  Pntoner»  faxtpt  Debtor*}  confined  in  Au  PrtMi 
in  the  eourte  of  the  Year,  who  have  been  ftemoiuiy  eomtmltoL 


Tabui  XV. — Mode  in  wludt  Pritonert  confined  in  ihU  Pruo»  in  Ae  emrte  ef 
Ae  Year  have  been  emphyed. 


■t  i»  the  Friton  in  Iht  eount 


Table  XV1I.-7^  gre<a»t  Ntmber  at  any  one 
during  the  Year. 

fnw 

and 

the 

Dmly  Average 

M. 

p. 

E 

W, 

H, 

f. 

Tot 

The  mew.1  number  al  any  one  time 

Tlis  doily  aromge 

99 
60 

3 

Tuu  XIX.—TUal  Cottper  a 


h  Mttdtr  Ae  JbUem»g  HttuU. 


TotU  MM  oT  Pritoi]  diet  per  boad  per  weak 
Mole  and  famala  "Inttiing  ■ 
Bodding- 
Btraw- 

Eilra  lUomncM  br  ardor  cf  As  h 
Wins,  baer,  and  tjaAu 


Soap  .... 

Caodlea,  oil,  and  ^  - 
SlBlHnieTT  and  pnnting 
Book*  .... 

Famitare  ...... 

Offican'  nlariai     ...... 

"        BemoTal  of  PrnoDen  to  and  finm  flirir  tiiali  at  Ojor  and  ! 
TsnuiiiCT'  and  Osnaral  SaaaJMM,  or  to  nndcrgo  tb^  aan- 
leneai  in  other  priioni         .... 

"        SDudriet  not  mentioned  .  .  .  .  - 

Total  eipmaef  (br  the  Tear  of  the  piiaon,  not  'iH'ln^ing  offloen'  be* 

and  repairs,  alteratioiu  uid  addilknu     - 
Bepairs,  altenlioai,  and  additiani  in  and  abont  the  priicm  in  the  ooane 

of  ibe  jeai      -.-... 
Oiaal  Total  ■ 


TuLiXX.- 

-DtaAtwOet 

.iTK^ibr^. 

NUDI. 

1 

! 

\ 

1 

i 

or 

of 

4 

H 

olberuiua 

Alei.  Livinwton  . 
Jamea  Black    .     . 

1 

' 

1 

33 

Vagm^y 

Near  dying. 

D^.'n^ 

Tabu  XXI — OimM<iI  ZMOtte*.*  Aoinmg  Atir  Age,  Color,  Sex,  Data  tf 
Adnunem,  State  of  Hialth  on  Admiitum,  if  iuane  pretiout  to  OiJmm,ibMid, 
Date  of  heeoming  vum^  if  ivtv  vutme,  and  if  remoied.  Dale  ofremotoL 


9to 


QOUNBT  MMiQWI. 


Tabu  XXU.—DiUqrif  per.  W^^. 

Mo 


Tablb  XXni — Officers*  Salaries,  Fees^  EfnolumefUs^  e£e. 


■      # 

Namet. 

OfBoe. 

* 

Age. 

When 
appointed. 

S^larifli 
Anaoni. 

Natare  of  Feea  md 
aMlAmlnthenoC 

Daniel  Van  Y  oorhk 

George  Jenkina   . 
Dayton  Decker .    . 

Bfra.  Van  Yoorhia 

r  Under  Sheriff;  ^ 

\      Waiden,      \ 

t  and  Keeper  J 

Aiaiatant  Keeper 

Phyaioian 

Matron 

38 

24 
35 

Jan.  1844 
May,  1846 

Jan.  1844 

Feea 

1200  00 
75  00 

(  75  eta.  for  lock- 
{     iDgup. 

Table  XXIV^ 

No 


JMn— nda  taUe  ii  intended  to  ahow,  among  oHier  tliina.  the  Und  of  labor 
proceeda  of  each  kind  and  of  the  aggregate^  the  eoat  w  matwia^  elc^lha 
are  esqwnded,  and  what  aocooBli  of  it  a^  kqpt 


Table  XXV.— TbtoZ  Expenses  ofihe  Prison  for  the  Year,  etc 


Total  expenaea  of  the  priaon  for  the  year,  and  not  incloding  oflfeera'  H  gr  | 

fees,  and  repairs ,  aitenitiona  and  additioni    eatiuiated  $  | 

Total  receipta  m  ditto    ...... 

Actual  coat  to  the  coontr  or  o^,  not  iiiolnding  oflken'  feea  and  }    gr  qqq 

repaira,  alterationa  ana  additiona— estimated  •         5 

Bepaira,  alterationa,  and  additiona— estimated  .  1,500 

Total  expenses  of  ^e  prison  for  the  year,  indnding  repairs,  altera-  ) 
tions,  and  additiona,  and  exnhiding  reoeipta  and  feea    ostimafwl  ) 


000 


00 


00 
00 


16,500     00 


ifaCi.— Tbii  aam  ia  dirided  bj  ibo  agmcate  noa^ber  cf  days  ibr  which  ibo  whole  of  the  priaomaH 
haTs  haea  in  eostodij  daring  Hbo  jou,  inikk  gtrea  15  oaoli  aa  the  eoet  cf  each  priaoner  per  daj,  aai 
35  eenfti  fior  dai^  cost  oi^  U.  a  prtMoera. 


Table  ICXVI. — Miscellaneous  Inqmries  as  to  ike  state  of  the 

i.  CeOa. 

S.  Nnmber  of  cells  or  rooms. 


9.  Dimensions  of  them. 

4.  Ayerage  temperatore. 

ft.  If qw  lighted. 

C.  How  warmed. 

7.  How  ventilated. 

9.  Coat  of  oooitniotioii  ol  pteoo. 


I 


42  male  cells,  15  female  oeUa,  2  kifi 
debtors*  rooms,  2  hospital  rooma. 

Male,  6A  feet  by  11  feet,  10  feet  odUnc. 
Fenule,  4^  feet  by  8  feet,  7  feet  oeiL 

60«>. 

By  windows  in  the  ball,  and  oaa  wii- 
dow  in  each  cell,  5  by  26  {nclMi. 

Ifot  water  in  pipes. 

By  grated  door  and  window. 

%lao,ooo. 


BBOCMKLTN   rBUOIT. 


afl[5 


TaUe  continued. 


9.  Cost  of  eftdh  oelL 

10.  How  many  ooofined  in  one  cell. 

11.  What  books  for  priaonen. 

12.  What  clanification. 

13.  yidton  to  priioiMflB. 

14.  Clothiiig,  biow  often  changed. 

15.  Clothing,  an^  uniform  dre«. 

16.  How  often  fed,  and  wkere. 

17.  Sapplj  of  water,  and  haw  «Mi. 

18.  Beading,  how  often  changed. 

19.  What  proriflon  for  night  wanftk 

20.  What  proyiaion  for  roligioosinftniotkm. 


42  colli  coat  abont  $25,000. 
{  One  in  each  cell,  and  two  if  the  ""™Mr 

of  priaonert  reqoire  it. 
One  Bible  in  each  cell,  bat  no  librarj. 
No  clanification  other  than  aeparatjoo  of 

theaezei. 
No  reatriction. 
Once  a  week. 
No  nnifonn  dreai. 
In  odli,  3  timea  a  daj* 
B  J  pipaa  in  each  oelL 
OnoeamooA. 
Cloaeta  in  each  oeQ. 
No  chaplain;   but  gratmtooa   aefrioaa 

twice  on  oTeiy  Simdaj  bj  the  dinr> 

ent  olergymen  reading  in  BtooUya. 


{ 


Tabls  XXVn.— SiEatu(te«  of  Crime:  thmmng  ihe  Nature  ofihe  Qffenee$, 
uhether  against  property  or  Ihe  person ;  the  JaMts  ofLife^  whether  temtferats 
or  intemperate;  Social  Relations^  whether  married  or  single;  the  Tmmher 
having  families,  the  Number  having  trades  before  imprisonmentf  and  ^ 
Number  of  Aose  working  at  their  trcutes  when  committed* 


Mo 


896  oouiTTT  nmouM. 


COLUlfBIA  COUNTY  JAJL 


Thii  priicm  11  dtuated  in  Ae  city  of  Hndacm.  It  forms  one  wing  of  a  Itrge  nd  hsnd- 
■ome  edifice,  erected  in  18—,  with  accommodations  for  conrts,  deiks,  sheriflb,  and  oCimr 
-pablic  officers.  The  location  of  the  edifice,  in  the  midrt  of  a  large  reserved  area,  in  a 
commanding  position,  is  eminentlj  salnbrions  and  convenient.  It  is  of  slooe,  as 
also  the  cells  of  the  jail.  The  ammgements  of  the  interior  of  the  prison,  widi 
exceptions,  are  good,  and  doobtless  better  than  a  majoritj  of  onr  ooontj  jails.  The 
part  adapted  to  males  contuns  cells  in  four  tiers,  all  of  which,  except  the  lowermost, 
are  pat  in  reqoisition  when  required  b j  the  number  of  prisoners.  This  exception  is 
necessary  hj  the  cells  being  so  he  beneath  &e  level  of  the  gronnd,  and  with  a  north 
exposore,  as  to  be  constantly  so  damp  as  to  render  their  occapation  dangeroos  to  life. 
This  place  is  used  for  a  deposit  for  the  night  tabs,  which  are  cleansed  bat  once  a  day,aBd 
are  continoallj  exposed,  so  that  the  effluvium,  which  is  allowed  to  rise  anobstmcted 
into  all  the  other  parts  of  the  hall,  is  plainly  perceptible  above,  and  renders  the  atmos- 
phere of  the  whole  of  the  male  section  of  the  prison  very  offensive. 

There  is  an  entire  absence  of  ventilation.  Even  the  windows,  which  fimit  the  odl 
doors,  cannot  be  opened  but  with  great  difficulty,  being  out  of  reach. 

The  prisoners  are  allowed  uninterrupted  intercourse  with  each  other  in  the  daytime. 
At  the  period  of  the  examination,  as  at  all  other  times,  they  were  assembled  together, 
indulging  in  unrestrained  conversation,  in  perfect  idleness.  Two  or  three  are  some- 
times confined  in  one  cell. 

In  the  female  department  the  arrangement  of  cells  is  diffisrent,  thoagh  they  cannot 
properly  be  called  cells;  they  are  rooms,  capable  of  holding  doable  bedsteads,  with 
which  indeed  they  are  famished,  and  two,  and  sometimes  even/mr  are  aocommodsted 
in  one  room,  maldog  it  a  very  comfortable  home  for  many  unfortunate  women,  some 
preferring  to  pass  most  of  their  time  there. 

This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  with  either  sex,  when  we  consider  the  character  of 

Ths  Dixt. — This  is  undoubtedly  more  luxurious  than  any  of  the  prisoners  confined 
at  the  time  of  the  examination,  are  accustomed  to,  or  able  to  procure  at  their  own 
homes.  About  one  barrel  of  the  best  wheat  flour  is  used  per  week.  The  hrtakfad 
consists  of  bread  and  butter,  coffee,  with  molasses  and  milk,  or  tea  if  preferred,  feeih 
BMat,  or  mackerel,  or  codfish,  and  potatoes;  sometimes  meat  and  potatoes  hashed 
are  given,  without  restriction  as  to  quantity.  Dinner  consists  of  meat  and  soup,  ad 
libitum,  all  kinds  of  vegetables,  in  season,  and  sometimes  puddings  and  pies.  Smfptr 
is  bread  and  butter,  with  water,  no  tea  or  coffee.  No  reliable  account  could  be  ob- 
tained of  the  cost  per  diem  or  week  of  the  dietary.  The  above  enumeration  is  all  that 
could  be  gathered;  there  is  no  regulation  upon  the  sulject,  everything  being  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  jailer,  and  the  fevor  with  which  his  bills  may  be  received  by  the 
supervisors.  He  feels,  as  he  said,  bound  by  public  opinion  to  feed  the  prisoners  weQ, 
or,  nther,  that  a  reduction  would  be  frowned  upon  by  the  pablic,  thoagh  it  coold  not 
be  discovered  that  the  humane  feelings  of  the  public  had  ever  been  manifested  opoa 
the  subject.  The  conmiittee  was  informed  that  the  sum  of  $1  50  per  week  is  now 
allowed  by  the  county  for  the  maintenance  of  each  prisoner,  thiingh  the  aotoal  cost  is 
greater,  the  surplus  being  defrayed  by  the  jailer ;  $1,200  was  allowed  by  tiie  supern- 
ion,  for  food,  for  the  year  ending  November  20, 1845. 
The  propriety  of  thus  making  the  table  of  a  prison  more  Inxnrioas  lima  ^mt  of  the 
i'  own  homo,  msj  weU  bo  qoostinied,  and  it  is  boUerod  by  the 


cx>uifTT  pmiBoirs.  M7 


that  efTidence  of  the  erroneoameM  of  rach  a  piineiple  was  ftmiihed  b j  the  indiffi 
to  their  confinement,  which  characterized  the  bearing  of  most  of  the  priaonen.  To 
lome  it  appeared  a  deairable  place  of  living,  at  they  were  fed,  clothed,  and  lodgod, 
without  labor  or  cost  to  themselvea,  more  comfortably  than  they  could  be  oatiide. 

The  total  expeaiet  of  the  priaon,  to  the  county,  according  to  the  atatement  of  tlw 
jailer,  for  the  year  ending  November  20,  1845,  waa  $1,945  30.  The  coat,  or  tlw 
amoant  of  the  clothing  fnmiihed  to  the  priaonert,  could  not  be  diatingoithed  from  tfas 
whole  lam,  no  accoont  being  kept  by  the  jailer  of  iti  amoant  or  diatribution,  the  n- 
perviion  relying  solely  apon  his  word  for  the  necessity  of  its  supply  and  ita  use. 

No  other  punishment  is  inflicted  here  but  confinement  in  a  dark  cell,  and  no  reooitl 
of  the  cases  thus  treated  is  kept.  They  are  supposed  to  have  amounted  to  half  a  doMB 
in  the  coarse  of  the  year. 

None  of  the  prisoners  are  employed  in  any  manner,  except  the  females  occaskmaDj, 
by  the  keeper,  for  his  own  benefit 

There  is  no  provision  for  daily  instruction,  and  no  library,  except  a  few  books  liir- 
nished  by  the  Bible  Society. 

No  record  is  kept  of  the  number  of  timea  each  prisoner  has  been  prerionaly  commit- 
ted, nor  is  there  any  record  of  the  agea  of  the  prisoners.  Indeed,  the  only  recotd 
belonging  to  the  prison  is  an  ordinary  blank  book,  in  which  the  title  of  the  ease,  tlio 
natnre  of  the  complaint,  the  date,  and  result  of  the  trial,  are  entered. 

JNO.  H.  GBISCOM,  M.  D. 
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INSPECTION  OF  COLUMBIA  COUNTY  PRISON. 


Tabu  n.» 

The  only  record  for  thii  Table  is  the  number  of  thow  that  were  aent  to  ■ome  other 
pnaon  to  undergo  their  aentence. 


Age. 

MnU^. 

Fein. 

Bkck. 

WUte. 

Totel. 

Of  20  yeara  and  apwarda 
Under  20  yeara 

25 
12 

5 

6 
2 

24 

10 

30 
12 

Total,  ad  alt  and  javenUe 

37 

5 

8 

32 

42 

*  For  the  foU  fonn  of  ftia  Tible  aad  odieri  of  thif  priaon,  aee  Brooklyn  Tibleiu 


Table  III. — Under  Summary  OonvictianB. 


OSencek 

BUle. 

Fern. 

Black. 

White. 

NatiTe. 

For. 

Tbcd. 

1.  Aa  yagnmta 

2.  Aa  diaord.  for  want  of  aorety 

3.  For  aaaaolt  and  battery 

4.  For  petit  larceny    . 

5.  Foralander 

3 

1 
2 
1 

1 

3 
1 
1 
2 
1 

2 
1 

3 
1 

1 
2 
1 

Total 

7 

1 

8 

5 

3 

8 

For  Table  IV.  no  debtora.    For  Table  V.  there  waa  admitted  into  the  priaon  in  the 
coorae  of  the  year,  7  natiye  malea,  1  black  and  6  white.    For  Table  VI    no  retain. 
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Table*  IZ.  and  X.  no  TDcord  kspt. 


ItupeeAim 

■Ue. 

Fern. 

^. 

WWt* 

KM. 

For. 

7M 

1.  Cannailhsmndnorwrila  . 
S.  Can  ««d  only       .        .        . 

3.  Can  nwl  or  write 

4.  Well  edac:atad 

5.  Liberally  educated 

1 

s 

> 

1 

3 
2 

a 

T 

3 

1 

2 
S 
T 

1 

3 

a 
s 

Table  XII.  no  record. 


The  grsalett  nmnber  (X  riek  at  any  oi 


M  5— an  natiTe  malea,  2  blaok  nd  1 


wbite ;  and  of  death  by  deliiiom  tremani,  1  w.  f.  male> 

Tmb\B  XIT.  no  i«coid. 

Table  XV. — Modt  m  tMuA  Pritonen  confined  m  (U*  Pmm  m  Ike  epmru  «f 

the  Year  have  been  en^loyed- 

RoDe  employed,  except  the  femalaa  oocanonally  by  the  keeps'  far  hk  own  bouAt 


during  Ike  Year, 

The  greateat  mmiber  of  oriminali  at  any  ono  tinM  .  SB 

The  grealMt  number  of  debton  at  ditto                .  .    4 

Tba  daily  armage  number  of  ditto  ....  1 

TaUe  XTUL  no  reoord. 

TuLX  XIX. — Tabd  Oatt  of  the  Pruon  under  the  JoOcmng  Btadt. 


Straw 

Fael— wood,  (34 15 ;  chanMal.  $9  29 

Soap 

SlBtioneiy  and  printing 


TutE  XX.-'l>eaA*  in  &*  coar$e  of 

the  Year. 

^ 

1 

f 

1 

f 

1 

ImprWn- 
mint 

ij 

Hollh 

<rf 

11 

DlMH. 

Imam  to* 

• 

■ 

Or™ 

go 

lOdin 

O^LW, 

"stf* 

(daj. 

[Mb.ma«a 
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TnbleH  XXI.  ami  XXII.  no  rooor«l. 


Table  XXIII. — Officers^  Salaries,  Fees,  EmolnmenlSf  ttr. 


Namei. 


John  J.  Rotsman 


Eldridge  Simpson 


Office 

Age. 

1 

Keeper 

70 

PhvBic'n 

35 

When 
appointed. 


Salarit's 

per 
Annum. 


Nature  of  Fees  nnd 

Plmolumonta, 

and  Amounts  thereof. 


J"  75  cents  for  each  pri».  when  disch., 

I  I    6  cents  a  piece  wash'g,  rep.  cloth'g, 

Jan.  1, 1844- 1    and  bedding,  clean'g  jail  and  coart- 

I  I    honse ;  rent  free ;  $200  a  year  for 

'  l^   notifying  physician. 


Nov.  1845 


'i! 


Charges  for  visits  and  medicine,  av 
enures  about  $100  per  annum. 


Tables  XXIV.  and  XXV.  no  reconl. 


Table  XXVI. — Miscellaneous  Inquires  as  to  the  state  of  the  Prison, 


1. 

o 

n. 

4. 
5. 

c. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 


Cells. 

Number  of  cells  or  rooms. 

Dimensions  of  them. 
Average  temperature. 
How  lighted. 
How  warmed. 
How  ventilated. 

Cost  of  construction  of  prison. 

Cost  of  each  cell. 

How  many  confined  in  one  cell. 

What  books  for  prisoners. 
What  classification. 


13.  Visitors  to  prisoners. 

14.  Clothing,  how  often  changed. 

15.  Clothing,  any  uniform  dress. 

16.  How  oflen  fed,  and  tphere. 

17.  Supply  of  water,  and  koto  used. 
Itf.  Bedding,  how  often  changed. 


! 


I 


\ 


Of  Stone  with  wooden  doors. 

17  ;  5  in  the  cellar  utterly  unfit  for  use, 

except  as  receptacles  for  filth. 
7  feet  wide,  7  feet  high,  and  8  feet  long. 

By  8  windows. 
By  coal  stoves. 
In  no  manner. 

Built  with  court-house  and  public  ofiioeay 
—cost  of  all,  $.30,000. 

Generally  one,  sometimes  three  or  more 

at  a  time. 
None  but  Bible  and  tracta,  gratoitoaaly 

supplied. 
By  sexes  only. 
Unrestricted,  except  at  keeper's  wilL 

Prisoners*  friends  allowed  firee  inter- 

coiune.  often  without  pres.  of  keeper. 
Once  a  week. 
None. 
Three  times  in  sum.,  twice  in  winter,— 

in  common  or  in  cells,  at  choice. 
Enough  for  drinking  and  washing. 
Once  a  week. 


Table  XXVII. — Statistics  of  Crime. 


Male. 

Fern. 

Black. 

White. 

Native, 

For. 

TotaL 

Temperate 

Intemperate  .... 

Married      .... 

Single 

Having  familiei  . 

Had  trades  previous  to  impris. 

Work'g  at  trades  when  arrested 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
1 

1 
I 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

3 
4 
4 

3 
3 

4 

3 
4 

3 
3 

o 

1 
1 

4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
4 
2 

StfU^-Ko  retam  of  tfie  nature  of  tiie  offenei%  efr. 
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Tablei  IX.  iml  X.  do  neoi6  kspt. 


Intpeelion 

u^.. 

f™. 

Bl«k 

White. 

KU. 

F«. 

TdblI 

1.  Caa  Deilher  read  nor  write   . 

3.  Cfln  read  only        .... 

3.  Can  r™f  or  irite          .         .         . 

4.  Well  ed.ii;at«l       ,         .         .         . 

5.  Libemlly  tducBted 

a 

1 

G 

3 

1 

9 

a 

3 
1 

2 
2 

J 

3   L 

J  f 
*  / 

Bible*  fumidu-d  bT  lbs  abb  Bt. 


Table  XIV.  M  recoid. 

Table  XV. — Mode  m  loUch  PrUotten  eot^ned  tm  flu  i^iMkHk 
Ae  Year  have  5«it  cmpIoy«t  ^ 

capt  the  fimulea  iim  MJiaanj  bj  the  kaap^^—    ^ 

Tabla  XVL  BO  neovd. 


Table  XVHI. 

Table  XIX.— Total  Cotlo/tite 
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WHITESBORO'  JAIL,  ONEIDA  COUNTY. 

In  thiB  prisou  there  are  five  persons  confined — four  male  and  one  female— all  await- 
ing their  trials ;  all  white,  and  four  temperate  and  one  intemperate.  This  prison  is  very 
badly  constructed — low  and  ill-ventilated,  dark  and  filthy.  One  room,  in  particular, 
m  which  were  confined  a  young  man  of  20,  and  a  boy  of  14,  looked  as  if  it  bad  not 
been  cleaned  for  years.  The  stench  and  atmosphere  of  this  prison  were  very  bad.  The 
prisoners  are  supplied  with  food  twice  a  day.  The  building  is  old,  having  been  in  use 
about  forty  years. 

Between  two  rooms,  one  occupied  by  two  desperatc-ktoking  rowdies,  and  another  by 
a  female,  there  was  a  hole  dug  through  the  wall  by  the  prisoners,  so  that  they  might  see 
each  other  and  hold  conversation.  The  jailer  said  it  did  no  good  to  mend  the  walls,  tor 
tbey  were  sure  to  dig  them  out  again. 

The  whole  number  of  commitments  for  the  year  184.5,  was  173;  average  in  prison, 
16  or  17 ;  number  committed  the  present  year,  up  to  August  21st,  is  84;  number  of 
rooms  in  this  prison  is  8,  in  all  of  which  the  greatest  number  ever  confined,  at  any  one 
time,  is  45.     The  rooms  are  small,  and  the  ceilings  low.  JOSEPH  McKEEN. 


JAIL  AT  ROME. 

Here  are  seven  rooms,  in  tolerable  order,  and  only  three  prisoners — two  male  and 
one  female — awaiting  trial.  Though  better  kept,  this  house  has  the  same  faults  of  cun- 
■traction  with  the  prison  at  Whitesboro*. 

The  whole  number  committed  during  the  last  year,  125 ;  average,  Si^ ;  number  com- 
mitted the  present  year,  up  to  AuGnist  2l8t.  in  '^9.  The  largest  number  confined  in  this 
prison  at  any  one  time  is  23.  JOSEPH  McKEEN. 

UTICA  PRISON,  OR  HOUSE  OF  DETENTION. 

There  are  connected  with  the  watch  and  police  of  the  city  of  Utica  four  rooms,  or 
cells — three  of  them  in  a  low  basement,  under  a  market,  having  uo  possible  way  for 
the  breath  of  heaven  to  reach  their  tenants  but  throagh  small  apertures  in  doors  con- 
necting them  with  a  larger  room,  occupied  at  night  by  the  vatch.  The  atmosphere  of 
these  small  rooms,  or  cells,  it  is  presumed,  must,  on  many  occasions,  be  once  breathed 
before  the  prisoners  get  the  use  of  it.  These  n)om8  were  very  dirty.  There  were  no 
prisoners  confined  here  at  the  time  of  our  examination. 

There  is  no  prison  in  this  great  and  wealthy  county  of  Oneida  that  is  creditable  to 
them  as  a  people.  They  have  not,  it  seems,  been  able  to  fix  upon  any  one  tow^  that 
could  gain  the  common  consent  as  a  full  shire ;  hence  the  want  of  suitable  county  build- 
mgs. 

I  was  accompanied  and  aided  in  these  examinations  by  J.  W.  Bulkley,  of  Albany, 
and  J.  N.  McElligott,  of  this  city,  whose  zeal  in  the  cause  of  philanthropy  should  bo 
known  to  this  and  similar  institutions.  JOSEPH  McKEEN. 


SENECA  COUNTY  PRISON. 

I  visited  the  Seneca  county  prison,  at  Waterloo,  and  found  but  one  inmate — a  native. 
58  years  of  age — for  intemperance  and  disorderly  conduct. 

Mrs.  Adams,  the  lady  of  the  sheriff,  acting  as  the  deputy  of  her  husband,  says  that  no 
eommitments  have  been  made,  within  the  last  year,  for  any  other  cause  than  intemper- 
ance. She  promised  to  request  her  husband,  who  was  then  absent  from  home,  to  make 
a  report  of  all  the  commitments,  and  circumstances  connected  with  them,  in  conformity 
with  our  blank  reports,  which  I  left  with  her. 


^ 
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I  have  noticed,  by  the  ^>i«}>eni,  that  Mr.  Adiiins  liu8  since  died.  We  shall  probably 
get  no  returns  for  tlie  past  year.  R.  REED. 

WESTCHESTER  COUNTY  PRISON. 

The  Webtchebter  prison  ia  situated  in  the  town  of  White  Plains,  in  a  central  part  of 
the  village,  on  the  main  road.  It  is  a  large  and  commodious  building,  nearly  new,  built 
of  wuod  and  stcme,  and  very  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a  county  prison.  The 
prison  cells  are  comfortably  heated  by  steam  pii>es,  similar  to  those  of  the  house  of  de- 
tention in  New-York ;  and  there  was  an  air  of  cleanliness  and  comfort  about  the  build- 
ing highly  commendable  to  the  kee[ier. 

The  cells  are  built  of  stone,  with  clone  woudeu  doors;  and  I  obwei'ved  the  outside 
door,  leading  to  the  main  prison,  was  also  built  of  wood.  The  location  of  the  celU, 
however,  is  such  as  almost  to  preclude  the  i)oasibility  of  escape — the  place  of  confine- 
ment being  in  the  basement,  in  the  central  part  of  the  buildiug.  The  cells  are  about  8 
feet  long  by  6  feet  wide,  and  poorly  constructed  for  [iroiier  ventilation. 

'JUic  bedding  consisted  of  straw  mattrasses  and  woollen  blankets,  which  appeared 
clean  and  comfortable. 

The  cells  for  females  adjoin  those  of  the  maleo,  but  women  are  very  rarely  incarcer* 
ated  here.  Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  KEY8ER. 


NEW  YORK  CITY  PRISON. 

We  regret  tiiat  the  chairman  of  the  sub-committee,  appointed  t<i  e;;amine  this  prisoD, 
has  lost  or  mislaid  the  statistics  of  his  examination,  so  that  we  have  not  been  able  to 
recover  them  in  season  for  this  report.  This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  this  is  one 
of  the  largest  x^risons  in  the  Uniteti  States,  and  many  interesting  facts  would  no  doubt 
have  been  presented  in  a  record  of  its  examination.  At  this  moment,  however,  we 
can  only  supply  its  place  by  a  general  statement  of  such  facts  as  we  have  been  able  to 
collect,  deferring  to  another  year  those  mhnitc  statistics  which  can  only  be  gatliered 
with  much  diligence  and  patient  investigation. 

From  an  examination  of  the  books  of  the  prison,  we  discover  that  the  whole  nmii- 
ber  ol  commitments  for  the  past  year  have  been — males,  9,000 :  females,  5,409 :  total, 
M.109. 

Cnmt's. — Felony,  1,918:  assault  and  battery,  1,792;  vagrancy,  2,819;  intoxication, 
G.631 ;  for  examination,  1,249. 

Of  these,  C,631  were  five  day  prisoners;  102,  ten  day  prisoners;  36,  twenty  daj 
prisoners;  and  107,  thirty  day  prisoners.  Thus  showing  that  the  whole  time  lost  in 
prison  by  drunkards,  witliin  the  year,  amounts,  in  days,  to  90^  years.  It  further 
appears,  from  the  records  of  this  institution,  that  out  of  1,800  committed  during  the 
past  year  fiir  theft,  31,  or  one-sixtieth  of  the  whole  number,  were  committed  for  thefts 
of  sums  of,  or  under,  12^  cents ;  that  85,  or  about  one-twentieth  were  for  sums  leaf 
than  25  cents;  that  213,  or  one-eighth,  were  for  sums  of  50  cents  and  under;  that 
443,  or  one-fourth,  were  for  sums  of,  or  less,  than  one  dollar.  ^Connected  with  the 
halls  of  justice  are  various  station  houses,  two  of  which  are,  in  fact,  prisons,  where 
many  .of  the  five  day  prisoners  serve  out  their  sentences.  Besides  these,  many  other 
prisoners  are  confined  here  for  terms  varying  from  two  to  ten  or  fifteen  days,  and  yet, 
as  we  understand,  no  provision  is  made  for  their  sustenance  and  support  other  than 
bread  and  water.  Certainly  the  plan  of  keeping  prisoners  at  these  station  houses  for 
so  long  a  time,  should  be  abandoned,  or  they  shoidd  be  provided  with  more  substan* 
tial  diet. 
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Before  concladipg  oar  remarkB  upou  county  prifont,  we  would  direct  attention  to 
another  matter^  intimately  connected  with  this  lubject,  which  we  believe  to  be  of  great 
interest  and  importance — we  refer  to  commitments  for  fines.  The  law,  as  it  now  stands, 
makes  no  special  provision  for  the  poorer  classes  in  the  imposition  of  fines,  but  all,  both 
rich  and  poor,  who  are  fined,  must  either  pay  the  amount  at  once,  or  stand  committed 
until  it  is  paid.  This  dooms  the  poor  man  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  unless  he  secures 
the  interference  of  the  court  to  procure  his  discharge ;  thus  placing  in  the  hands  of  the 
judge  a  discretionary  power  which  may  be  used  or  abused  as  suits  his  temper  or  dispo- 
sition. 8uch  should  not  be  the  case.  No  prisoner  in  this  country  should  bo  in  any  way 
dependent  on  the  passion  or  caprice  of  any  man.  Much  individual  wrong  has  occasion- 
ally been  inflicted  by  the  exercise  of  this  discretionary  power,  and,  for  the  most  trifling 
ofiences,  men  have  been  made  to  suffer  very  protracted  periods  of  imprisonment,  thus 
depriving  them  of  the  ability  ever  to  liquidate  the  claims  which  either  individuals  or 
the  State  may  have  against  them,  and  in  some  instances  exposing  interesting  families  to 
want  and  misery.  This  difficulty  would  be  entirely  avoided  if  the  discretionary  power  at 
present  vested  in  the  court  should  be  so  limited  as  to  make  a  day's  imprisonment  equal 
to  a  given  sum  (say  one  dollar),  so  that  when  a  man  is  sentenced  to  a  fine,  if  he 
has  not  the  means  to  pay  it,  he  may  be  able  to  calculate  with  reasonable  certainty 
on  the  limit  of  his  imprisonment.  Perhaps  our  object  might  be  more  satisfactorily 
attained  by  extending  to  imprisonment  for  fioes  the  operation  of  our  insolvent  laws,  so 
that  after  a  given  term  of  imprisonment,  longer  or  shorter,  as  the  case  may  be,  the 
prisoner  ehould  have  an  opportunity  of  cancelling  his  obligations  with  the  debtors* 
oath,  and  thus  claim  his  discharge. 

The  various  topics  which  have  been  presented  for  examination  in  this 
report,  and  the  increasing  interest  with  which  the  community  watch  the 
progress  of  prison  discipline,  suggest  to  us  the  importance  of  some  more  gen- 
eral and  efflicient  efforts  in  its  behalf  than  such  as  are  simply  confined  to 
this  Association ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  unity  of  action  and 
of  effort  throughout  the  whole  Union,  we  would  earnestly  recommend  that 
a  convention  of  those  that  take  an  interest  in  prison  discipline  be  invited 
to  assemble,  at  an  early  day  in  the  ensuing  summer,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  to  take  into  consideration  the  criminal  laws  of  the  different  States^- 
the  length  of  sentences — the  method  of  appointing  prison  ofRcers — the 
improvement  of  prison  systems — and  such  other  matters  as  may  seem  to 
them  important. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  D.  RUSS,  M.  D., 
Secretary  of  the  Prison  DisdpUne  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRISON  DISCIPLINE  COMMITTEE. 

MassacnusetiSj  1843.  ^ 

FurOier  extracts  from,  the  Warden^  $  Report, 

Tliere  nre  four  convicts  in  thii  priton  wholly  or  partially  deranged,  and  conaec|Beutlj 
ver>'  unsafe  persons  to  be  at  large  in  the  priaon  yara.  No  initablie  accominodatioM  are 
pnivided  for  insane  persons  in  this  prison.  The  only  thing  that  can  be  done  for  them, 
IS  tu  shut  them  up  in  solitary  cells,  where  the  diseases  of  the  mind,  instead  of  being 
heuled,  are  aggravated  and  confirmed.  One  man  has  been  confined  in  this  wayf  oon- 
stantly,  several  years,  and  two  others  shorter  periods  of  time. 

Some  legislation  npon  this  subject  seems  to  me  to  be  necessary. 

Diibunementi. — Cash  paid  for  provisions,  $6,056  08;  clothing,  $3,964  72;  hospital 
department,  $254  07;  fuel,  $3,154  90;  discharged  prisoners,  $381  82 ;  officers'  salaries* 
$15,473  12 ;  transportation  of  prisoners,  $706  45 ;  repairs  real  estate,  $211  96.  Tola), 
$29,213.13. 

Income.— ^Umo  department,  $8,312  04;  labor,  $16,142  53;  fees  of  admissioa^ 
$1,048  25 ;  balance,  being  part  of  deficit  of  income,  |9,710  31.    Total,  $29,213  13. 

Extract  from  the  Phyncian*8  Report, 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Prison^ 
during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1843,  is  one  hundred  and  fiffy-one.  The  ag» 
cregate  number  of  days'  residence  in  the  hospital  is  2,892.  In  addition  to  this,  334 
days*  labor  have  been  abated  to  invalids  for  the  day,  and  430  days  of  light  labor  have 
been  advised  by  the  physicians. 

During  the  year,  two  have  died— one,  aged  30  years,  of  phthisis  polmonalis ;  one^ 
aged  33  years,  of  hydrothorax. 

Duriuj;  the  above  term,  the  physician  has  declined  giving  drags  to  the  convicts  until 
fully  satisfied,  in  the  first  place,  tut  the  applicant  was  sick.  Secondly,  that  his  malady 
was  understood,  and  susceptible  of  core,  or  of  material  improvemenL  Thirdly,  that 
the  proposed  drug  was  well  adapted  to  benefit  the  patient,  and  not  likely  to  leave  aaj 
deleterious  influence  in  his  system. 

The  result  of  this  experinMntal  iBOpvy  is  tnilj  gratifying,  as  the  mortality  has  dimii^ 
ished  about  one  third ;  and  I  firmly  oeneve  that  the  same  plan  of  treating  diseases  m 
the  great  human  fiuoily  woold  be  highly  beneficial  to  mankind,  and  tend  to  elevato 
the  character  of  the  meoical  profoasion. 

WM.  L  WALKER,  Physician. 

Massachusetts^  1844. 

Dishnrsementi.  —  Cash  for  provisions,  $7,245  83;  hospital,  $291  83;  clothing, 
$'i.777  40;  suudiy  expenses,  fuel,  etc.,  $2,416  64;  prisoners  discharged,  $321  50; 
(>(iicer:>'  HalaricH,  $15,542  31;  transportation  of  prisoners,  $563  08;  repairs  of  real 
estato.  $'200  99 ;  convicts*  labor  on  especial  repairs  of  the  prison,  $238  98 ;  balance, 
$:3,()48  0:J.     Total,  $32,046  64. 

Inr„mr.—Siimi?  Deparlineut,  $14,357  96  ;  labor,  $16,892  96  ;  fees  of  admission, 
$\;.V.):t  7\t.     Total.  $:Ji,G10  64. 
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Connecticut^  1844, 

Income. — Carpenter's  shop,  $2,518  55 ;  cbair-fleating  shop,  |2,871  96 ;  nnith  shop, 
$3,296  02;  shoe  shop,  $2,837  00;  cabinet  shop,  $2,622  47;  varnishing  shop.  $499  50; 
nail  shop,  $465  12;  cutlery,  $2,631  67;  female  department,  $56  38 ;  cash  received 
from  visitors,  $428  38  ;    balance  of  interest  acooont,  $22  64.     Total,  $18,249  69. 

Ezpendiiurei. — Expense  account,  $5,798  81 ;  provision  account,  $3,410  53  ;  clothing 
and  bedding,  $722  24;  repairs  and  improvements,  $396  24;  hospital  account,  $315  73 ; 
transportation  of  convicts,  $223  48 ;  diieharged  convicts,  $335  50 ;  to  profit  and  losa 
account,  $238  24 ;  balance  gained  to  the  institution,  $6,808  92.     Total,  $18,249  69. 


Western  Penitentiary,  Pennsj^vania^  1841. 

Prisoners  from  the  following  Counties. — Allegheny,  54 ;  Armstrong,  1 :  Bedford,  6  ; 
Beaver,  7 ;  Cambria,  7 ;  Clanon,  1 ;  Crawford,  9 ;  Erie,  16  ;  Fayette,  1 1 ;  Greene,  3  ; 
Huntingdon,  7  ;  Indiana,  3  ;  Mercer,  2 ;  Somerset,  6 ;  Venango,  5 ;  Washington,  8  ; 
Westmoreland,  8;  Warren,  4;  McKean,  ^    Total,  161. 

Ages.— From  10  to  20, 24 ;  from  20  to  30,  57;  from  30  to  40, 26 ;  from  40  to  50,  13 ; 
from  50  to  60,  39 ;  from  60  to  70,  2.     Total,  161. 

Place  of  Nativity. — Pennsylvania,  62 ;  Germany,  7 ;  Ireland,  10 ;  New  York,  2 1 ; 
Massachusetts,  5 ;  Vermont,  5 ;  Virginia,  10;  England,  10*;  Canada,  4 ;  Maryland,  XL ; 
Omnecticnt,  1 ;  New  Jersey,  1 ;  Rhode  Island,  1 ;  France,  2  ;  Michigan,  1  ^  Delaware, 
S ;  Ohio,  5 ;  Kentucky,  2 ;  Scotland,  1 ;  New  Hampshire,.  1.    Total,  16  L 

Sentenced. — ^2  for  6  months;  18  for  1  year;  3  for  1  year  and  1  month ;  11  for  1  year 
and  3  months ;  20  for  1  year  and  6  months ;  34  for  2  years  ^  2  for  2  yean  and  3  months ; 
2  for  2  years  and  6  months ;  17  for  3  years ;  4.  for  3  years  and  6  months;  5  for  4  years ; 
1  for  4  years  and  1  month ;  1  for  4  years  and  4  months;  1 1  for  5  years ;  8  for  6  years ; 
8  for  7  years ;  6  for  8  years ;  1  for  9  years ;  4  for  10  yeazs ;  1  for  11  years ;  2  for  12 
jears.    Total,  161. 

Crimes, — Murder,  2d  degree,  5  ;  manslaughter,  2 ;  assault  and  battery,  with  intent 
to  kill,  6 ;  buggery,  4  ;  arson,  9 ;  horse  stea&ng,  7  ;.  burglary,  24 ;  counterfeiting  and 
passing  check,  3  ;  counterfeiting  silver  coin,  1 ;  larceny,.  82 ;  forgery,  4 ;  larceny,  for» 
gery,  and  receiving  stolen  ^oods,  1 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 ;  conspiracy,  1 ;  passing 
ooonterfeit  notes,  3 ;  steahng  United  States  mail,  1 ;  embezzlkig  from  letters  m  post- 
office,  1;  rape,  1.    Total,  161. 

Mississippi^  1846. 

Btcome. — Blacksmith^s  shop,  $2,182  45  ;  wheelwright's  shop,  $3,959'  71 ;  shoema- 
ker's shop,  $576  10 ;  weavers,  tailors,  and  wool  carders,  $1,239  77 ;  brick-yards, 
$5,209  66 ;  job  and  out-door  work,  $1,703  25 ;  furniture  account,  $31  00 ;  received 
from  the  state,  $6,573  73 ;  stock  and  tools  on  hand,  Nov.  30,  1846,  $19,659  07  ;  cash 
on  band,  Nov.  30,  1846,  $354  29.     Total,  $44,671  03. 

Expenditures. — Amount  lost  on  sales  of  manufactured  articles,  $469  12 ;  forage  and 
fiiel  account,  $1,021  i)9;  provisions,  $3,470  61 ;  hospital,  $130  59;  discharged  con- 
victs, $341  00 ;  books  ana  stationery,  $21  40 ;  contmgent  expenses,  $1,325  80 ;  in- 
spectors' per  diem,  $120  00 ;  freight  and  hauling,  $190  49 ;  officers*  salaries,  $3,980  00; 
goards.  mniter-workmen's  salaries,  $4,119  25;  oil  and  light  account,  $369  45  ;  stock 
mad  tools  on  hand,  Dec.  1,  1845,  $13,931  12 ;  cash  on  land,  Dec.  1,  1845,  $3,359  37 ; 
to  balance,  $11,821  74.    Total,  $44,671  03. 
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